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3]  HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

"  These  successes  have  been  followed 
by  a  couFse  of  operations,  combined  with 
•o  much  judgment,  and  executed  with 
s«ch  consummate  prudence,  Tigour,  and 
ability,  as  to  have  led  in  their  result  not 
only  to  the  discomfiture  of  all  those  pro- 
jects which  the  Ruler  of  France  had  so 
presumptuously  announced  on  the  re- 
newal of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
army  under  his  immediate  command. 

"  The  annals  of  Europe  afford  no  ex- 
ample of  victories  more  splendid  and  de- 
cisive than  those  which  have  been  re- 
cently achieved  in  Saxony. 
.  *'  Whilst  the  perseverance  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  the  allied  forces  of  every 
deiscription  engaged  in  this  conflict  have 
exalted' to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  their 
military  character,  you  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, agree  with  me  in  rendering  the  full 
tribute  of  applause  to  those  sovereigns  and 
princes,  who,  in  this  sacred  cause  of  national 
independence,  have  so  eminently  distin- 
guished themselves  as  the  leaders  of  the 
armies  of  their  respective  nations. 

"  With  such  a  prospect  before  you,  I 
am  satisfied  that  I  may  rely  with  the 
fullest  confidence  on  your  disposiliun  to 
enable  me  to  afford  the  necessary  assist- 
ance in  support  of  a  system  of  alliance, 
which,  originating  chiefly  in  the  magnani- 
mous and  disinterested  views  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  and  followed  up  as  it 
has  been  with  corresponding  energy  by 
the  other  allied  powers,  has  produced  a 
change  the  most  momentous  in  the  af- 
feirs  of  the  continent. 

"  I  shall  direct  copies  of  the  several 
conventions  which  I  have  concluded  with 
the  northern  powers  to  be  laid  before  you, 
as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  them  shall 
have  been  duly  exchanged. 

"  I  have  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
have  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  and 
Concert  with  the  emperor  of  Austria,  and 
that  the  powerful  league  already  formed 
has  received  an  important  addition  of 
force  by  the  Declaration  of.  Bavaria 
against  France.  ^ 

"  I  am  confi^lent  you  will  view  with 
particular  satisluctiuQ  the  renewal  of  the 


Tke  Prince  Regent's  l^eedi  [4 

ancient  connection  with  the  Aastrian  go* 
vernment ;  and  that,  justly  appreciating 
all  the  value  of' the  accession  of  that  :great 
power  to  ihei  common  cause,  you  will 
be  prepared,  as  far  as  circamstances  insj 
permit,  to  enable  me  to  support  his  impe- 
rial Majesty  in  the  vigorous  ptosecation 
of  the  contest. 

"  The  war  between  this  country  and 
the  United  States  of  America  still  con- 
tinues ;  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  in« 
form  you,  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada  have  been  fru»* 
trated  by  the  valour  of  his  Majesty's 
troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  his 
American  subjects. 

'*  Whilst  Great  Britain,  in  conjunction 
with  her  Allies,  is  exerting  her  utmodt 
strength  against  the  common  enemy  of  j»^ 
dependent  nations,  it  must  be  matter  of 
deep  regret  to  find  an  additional  enemj 
in  the  government  of  a  country  whose 
real  interest  in  the  issue  of  this  great  con- 
test must  be  the  same  as  oar  own. 

"  It  is  known  to  the  worlds  that  tbis 
country  was  not  the  aggressor  in  this  war* 

*'  I  have  not  hitherto  seen  any  disposi« 
t ion  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  close  it,  of  which  I  could 
avail  myself  consistently  with  a  due  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects. 

*'  I  am  at  all  jimes  ready  to  enter  inte 
discussion  with  that  government  for  a  con* 
ciliatory  adjustment  of  the  differences  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity  not  inconsistent  with 
the  established  maxims  of  public  law  and 
with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  Britisit 
empire. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  for  the 
services  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

"  I  regret  the  necessity  of  so  large  an 
expenditure,  which  I  am  confident  however 
you  will  judge  to  be  unavoidable,  when 
the  extent  and  nature  of  our  military  exer* 
tions  are  considered. 

"  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  yx)ur  readiness 
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HOUSB   OP   LORDS. 

Thursday,  Naoanbtr  4,  1813. 

JLHE  Prince  Begent's  Speech  on 
Opening  the  Session.]  This  being  the 
first  day  of  the  Session,  the  doors  of  the 
Hoy0e  were  opened  early,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Peers'  seats  were  soon  occupied 
by  a  great  nomber  of  ladies  elegantly 
dressed.  Several  of  the  foreign  tniiiisters 
were  also  in  the  body  of  the  House. 

At  two  o'clock  bis  royal  highnesi  the 
Prince  Regent  entered  the  House  in  pro- 
cession ;  the  earl  of  Liverpool  carrying 
the  Swor4  of  Slate;  the  n»arqais  ef  Win- 
chester the  Cap  of  Maintenance  ;  the 
Crown  and  the  Prince;s  Coronet  being 
also  borne,  and  the  procession  being  nia<Je 
with  al|  the  accustomed  state.  His  Royal 
Highness  was  attired  in  his  robes,  worn 
over  a  field  marshal's  uniform,  and  wi^h  a 
■nititary  hat.  Having  taken  bis  seat  on 
liie  ihroae,  Mr.  Quacme,  the  Deputy 
Uiiher  of  the  Black  Hod,  was  sent  to  ihe 
Commons  to  command  their  attendance. 
Soon  afterwards,  the  Speakeri  in  his  full 
dress  robes,  accompanied  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  members,  came  to  the  bar ;  when 
the  Prince  Regent  delivered  the  following 
Speech  : — 

•*  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

^  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  am 
again  obliged  to  announce  to  you  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  Majesty's  lamented  indis- 
position. 

"  The  great  and  splendid  success  with 
i¥bich  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  bless  bis  Majesty's  arms,  and  those  of 
his  Allies,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
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campaign,  has  been  productive  of  tb# 
most  important  consequences  to  Ethrope. 

"  la  Spain  the  glorioua  and  decisivf 
victory  obtained  ri^ar  Vittoria  has  been 
followed  by  the  advance  of  the  allied 
forces  to  the  Pyrenees,  by  the  repulse: 
of  the  enemy  in  every  attempt  to  regaia 
the  ground  he  bad  been  compelled  t# 
abandon,  by  the  reduction  of  the  fortress 
of  Saint  Sebastian,  and  finally  by  the 
establishment  of  the  allied  army  on  the 
frontier  of  France. 

*'  lu  this  series  of  brilliant  operations,  yoit 
will  have  observed,  with  the  highest  satis* 
faction,  the  consummate  skill  and  ability  of 
the  great  coiumander  Field  Marshal  the 
Marquis  of  Wellington,  and  the  steadinese 
and  unconquerable  spirit  which  have  been 
equally  displayed  by  the  troops  of  tli« 
three  nations  united  under  his  command. 

"  The  termination  of  the  armistice  in 
the  North  of  Europe,  and  the  Declaratioa 
of  War  by  the  emperor  of  Austria  against 
France,  have  been  most  happily  accom- 
panied by  a  system  of  cordial  union  and 
concert  amongst  the  allied  powers. 

'*  The  effects  of  this  union  have  even 
surpassed  those  expectations  which  it  was 
calculated  to  excite. 

"  By  the  signal  victories  obtained  over 
the  French  armies  in  Silesia,  at  Culm,  and 
at  Denevit2,  the  eilorts  of  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  into  the^ heart  of  the  Austrian 
and  Prussian  territories  were  completely 
frustrated. 
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"  These  successes  have  been  followed 
by  a  course  of  operations,  combined  with 
•o  much  judgment,  and  executed  with 
tvch  consommate  prudence,  vigour,  and 
ability,  as  to  have  led  in  their  result  not 
only  to  the  discomfiture  of  all  those  pro- 
jects which  the  Ruler  of  France  had  so 
presumptuously  announced  on  the  re- 
newal of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
army  under  his  immediate  command. 

"  The  annals  of  Europe  afford  no  ex- 
ample of  vrctories  more  splendid  and  de- 
cisive than  those  which  have  been  re- 
cently achieved  in  Saxony. 
.  "  Whilst  the  perseverance  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  the  allied  forces  of  every 
description  engaged '  in  this  conflict  have 
exalted' to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  their 
military  character,  yon  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, agree  with  me  in  rendering  the  full 
tribute  of  applause  to  those  sovereigns  and 
princes,  who,  in  this  sacred  cause  of  national 
hidepeudence,  have  so  eminently  distin- 
guished themselves  as  the  leaders  of  the 
armies  of  their  respective  nations. 

"  With  such  a  prospect  before  you,  I 
am  satisfied  that  I  may  rely  with  the 
fullest  confidence  on  your  disposition  to 
enable  me  to  afford  the  necessary  assist- 
ance  in  support  of  a  system  of  alliance, 
which,  originating  chiefly  in  the  magnani- 
mous and  disinterested  views  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia,  and  followed  up  as  it 
has  been  with  corresponding  energy  by 
the  other  allied  powers,  has  produced  a 
change  the  most  momentous  in  the  af- 
feirs  of  the  continent. 

''  I  shall  direct  copies  of  the  several 
conventions  which  I  have  concluded  with 
the  northern  powers  to  be  laid  before  you, 
as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  them  shall 
have  been  duly  exchanged. 

'<  I  have  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
have  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  and 
Concert  with  the  emperor  of  Austria,  and 
that  the  powerful  league  already  formed 
has  received  an  important  addition  of 
force  by  the  Declaration  of.  Bavaria 
against  France.  ^ 

"  1  am  confi^lent  you  will  view  with 
particular  satisfaction  the  renewal  of  the 
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ancient  connection  with  the  Anstrian  go* 
vernment ;  and  that,  justly  appreciating 
all  the  value  of' the  accessioji  of  that  great 
power  to  the  common  cause,  you  will 
be  prepared,  as  far  as  circamstances  may 
permit,  to  enable  me  to  support  his  impe- 
rial Majesty  in  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  contest. 

"  The  war  between  this  coantry  and 
the  United  States  of  America  still  con- 
tinues ;  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada  have  been  frus* 
trated  by  the  valour  of  his  Majesty's 
troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  hit 
American  subjects. 

'*  Vi  hilst  Great  Britain,  in  conjunction 
with  her  Allies,  is  exerting  her  utmost 
strength  against  the  common  enemy  of  ifi« 
dependent  nations,  it  must  be  matter  of 
deep  regret  to  find  an  additional  enemy 
in  the  government  of  a.  country  whose 
real  interest  in  the  issue  of  this  great  con- 
test must  be  the  same  as  oor  own. 

"  It  is  known  to  the  world,  that  this 
country  was  not  the  aggressor  in  this  war. 

"  I  have  not  hitherto  seen  any  disposi-* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  close  it,  of  which  I  could 
avail  myself  consistently  with  a  due  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects. 

"  I  am  at  all^times  ready  to  enter  inte 
discussion  with  that  government  for  a  con- 
ciliatory adjustment  of  the  difierences  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity  not  inconsistent  with 
the  established  maxims  of  public  law  and 
with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
empire. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  for  the 
services  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

*'  I  regret  the  necessity  of  so  large  an 
expenditure,  which  I  am  confident  however 
you  will  judge  to  be  unavoidable,  when 
the  extent  and  nature  of  our  military  exer* 
tions  are  considered. 

'*  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  your  readiness 
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to  furnish  each  supplies  as  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require. 

**  I  congratulate  you  on  the  improTed 
and  flourishing  state  of  our  commerce  ; 
and  I  trust  that  the  abundant  harvest  which 
we  have  received  from  the  bountiful  hand 
of  Providence  during  the  present  year  will 
aflbrd  materia]  relief  to  his  Majesty's  peo- 
ple, and  produce  a  considerable  augmen- 
tation in  many  branches  of  the  revenue. 
"  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

''  I  congratulate  you  on  the  decided 
conviction  which  now  happily  prevails 
throughout  so  large  a  portion  of  Europe, 
that  the  war  in  which  the  allied  powers 
are  engaged  against  the  Ruler  of  France  is 
a  war  of  necessity  ;  and  that  his  views  of 
universal  dominion  can  only  be  defeated 
by  combined  and  determined  resistance. 

f  The  public  spirit  and  national  en- 
thusiasm which  have  successively  accom- 
plished the  deliverance  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  of  the  Russian 
empire,  now  equally  animate  the  German 
people ;  and  we  may  justly  entertain  the 
fullest  confidence  that  the  same  perse* 
▼eraoce  on  their  part  will  ultimately  lead 
to  the  same  glorious  result. 

"  I  cannot  but  deplore  most  deeply  the 
continuance  of  this  extended  warfare,  and 
of  all  those  miseries  which  the  insatiable 
ambition  of  the  Ruler  of  France  has  so  long 
inflicted  upon  Europe. 

"  No  disposition  to  require  from  France 
sacrifices  of  any  description  inconsistent 
with  her  honour  or  just  pretensions  as  a 
nation  will  ever  be  on  my  part,  or  on  that 
of  bis  Majesty's  allies,  an  obstacle  to 
peace. - 

^  The  restoration  of  that  great  blessing 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  equality  has 
never  ceased  to  be  my  anxious  wish ; 
bat  I  am  folly  convinced  that  it  can  only 
be  obtained  by  a  continuance  of  those 
efiforts  which  have  already  delivered  so 
large  a  part  of  Europe  from  the  power  of 
the  enemy. 

''  To  the  firmness  and  perseverance  of 
this  country  these  advantages  may  in  a 
great  degree  be  ascribed.  Let  this  con- 
sideration animate  us  to  new  exertions,  and 
we  shall  thus  I  trust  be  enabled  to  bring 
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this  long  and  arduous  contest  to  a  con- 
clusion which  will  be  consistent  with  the 
independence  of  all  the  nations  engaged  in 
it,  and  with  the  general  security  of  Eu- 
rope." 

The  Speaker  and  the  Commons  made 
their  obeisances  and  retired ;  and  the 
Prince  Regent  withdrew  from  the  House  in 
procession,  with  the  same  state  as  on  his 
entrance ;  a  discharge  of  artillery  an* 
nouncing  his  departure. 

The  ladies  and  foreign  .ministers  then 
quitted  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  during  pleasure^ 
and  resumed  about  five  o'clock ;  when  the 
business  commenced  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor reading  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech, 
which  was  immediately  afterwards  again 
read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Digby  moved  the  Address. 
His  lordship  spoke  for  a  short  time  ;  but 
in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  not  a  sen- 
tence could  be  heard  below  the  bar. 

The  Address  having  been  read  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor, 

The  Earl  of  Clare  rose  to  second  it. 
His  lordship  lamented  his  own  insuffi- 
ciency upon  such  an  occasion;  but  ob- 
served, that  the  brilliant  course  of  events, 
upon  which  he  had  now  to  congratulate 
their  lordships,  was  sufficient  to  inspire 
the  humblest  individual,  and  cheer  the 
most  diffident  and  unassuming.  Which- 
ever way  they  turned  their  eyes,  British 
valour  shone  conspicuous,  and  the  British 
standard  waved  triumphant.  When  they 
saw  that  the  firmness  of  this  country,  in 
continuing  the  conflict  with  France,  had 
led  the  way  to  that  spirit  of  resistance  to 
French  domination  which  had  now  tri- 
umphed over  all  the  power  and  resources 
of  the  French  ruler ;  when  they  saw  the 
ports  of  Europe  opened  to  the  commerce 
of  Britain ;  and  when  they  saw  the  Bri- 
tish standard  waving  triumphant  upon  the 
territory  of  France ;  sorely  these  were 
events  that  justly  gave  cause  for  exultation 
at  the  proud  eminence  of  glory  which  the 
British  empire  had  attained.  If  one  dark 
spot  clouded  the  scene  of  glory,  if  the  la- 
mented continuance  of  his  Majesty's  in- 
disposition prevented  him  from  partici« 
pating  in  the  joy  and  exultation  of  his 
people,  they  must  reflect  that  perfect 
nappiness  was  not  the  lot  of  man,  and  they 
might  be  assured  that  that  people  would 
not  fail  to  recollect  the  benignant  rule  of 
their  monarch  who  for  fifty  years  had 
guided  the  helm  of  state  with  a  steady  and 
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unerring  band ;  ever  attentive  to  the  in* 
terests  of  his  subjects,  and  ever  anxious  to 
promote  and  increase  their  welfare.     He' 
sincerely   congratulated    their    lordships 
upon  the  glorious  events  which  now  so 
justly  formed   the  theme  for  eKuhation* 
To  this  country  was  Europe  indebted  for 
maintaining,  with  a  firm  and  steady  hand,, 
the  conflict  with  all  the  power  of  France  ; 
until  in  the  peninsula,  under  the  auspices 
of  a  great  and  illustrious  commander,  our 
military  renown  had  rivalled  the  splendid 
achievenients  of  our  navy,  and  the  laurels 
Wreathed    round   our  military  standards 
had  vied  with  the  triumph  of  our  fleets. 
There  was  that  spirit  which  aninlated  the 
Spaniards,  cherished   and   maintained  by 
British  assistance  and  co-operation,  till  it 
CombQunicated  its  inspiring  feelings  to  (he 
nations  of  Europe,  and  finally  whelmed 
in  destruction  the  army  of  the   ruler  of 
France.     By    her   councils,   Britain   had 
animated  the  Spanish  nation  ;  by  her  arms, 
assisted   them ;   and   posterity    would   re- 
gard with  admiration  the  arduous  struggle 
that   had   been    thus    nobly  maintained. 
That  Spanish  and   Portuguese  troops  had 
fought  in  line  with  the  British  army,  was 
to  theoi  no  small  praise  ;  and  it  wai  due 
lo  them,  to  record  the  bravery  with  which 
they   had   sustained    their   military  cha- 
racter.    Tjie  great,   the   brilliant  events 
that  had  now  occurred,  would  be  recorded 
in  much  more  imperishable  annals  than 
in   his  fleeting   and    transient  sentences. 
He  would  not,  therefore,  detain  their  lord- 
ships by  dwelling  upon  them.     He  could 
not,  however,  refrain  from  noticing,  in  a 
rapid  glance,  some  of  those  events  which 
now  presented  so  gratifying  a  picture  of 
the  state    of  Europe.      Whichever  way 
they  tufned   their  regards,  they  saw  the 
success  of  the  cause  of  the  independence 
of  Europe  ;  they  saw  the  gratifying  pro- 
gress of  that  spirit  which  had  so  admira- 
bly combated  the  power  of  France ;  they 
saw  the  defection  from  the  side  of  the 
French  ruler  of  the  Rhenish  confederation, 
led   by  Bavaria — Bavaria,  who   had  de- 
rived her  power  and  her  importance,  and 
the  solid   acquisition  of  territory,   from 
France  ;  and  yet  they  taw  that  these  ad- 
vantages were  considered  as  nothing,  in 
comparison  with  the  mischiefs  arising  from 
the  domination  of  France.     Such  was  the 
spirit  that  now  animated  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and   they  had  seen  the  glorious 
results  to  which  it  had  led.     Only  a  few 
years  since,  the  power  of  France  over- 
shadowed Europe,  and  her  troops  were 


collected  on  her  coast  to  be  sent  forth  for  ' 
the  subjugation  of  Britain;  now,  hec 
armies  every  where  defeated,  the  cause  of 
Europe  triumphed  over  the  power  of 
France  ;  Spain  was  delivered  from  French 
aggression  by  British  prowess,  combined 
with  the  valour  of  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese ;  and  the  standards,  which  had 
been  so  often  crowned  with  laurel  in  de* 
feating  French  aggressions  in  the  penio* 
sola,  now  waved  triumphant  on. the  ter* 
ritory  of  Frante.  Such  was  the  cheering 
view  of  those  great  and  glorious  events 
which  now  pressed  upon  us  in  the  full 
tide  of  success;  such  the  opening  of  thft 
new  day  that  now  dawned  upon  Eucop*^ 
and  promised  to  chase  away  the  gloom 
that  bad  so  lately  darkened  its  prospects* 
He  had  to  apologize  to  their  lordships  for 
having  now,  for  the  first  time,  detained 
them  by  his  observations ;  and  felt  it  in- 
cumbent  upon  him  to  give  place  to  otheri 
more  entitled,  from  greater  experience 
and  ability,  to  press  upon  their  attention* 

The  Marquis  of  IVcllesley  said,  he  must 
have  forgotten  every  principle  by  which 
he  had  ever  been  actuated,  if  be  did  not« 
with  the  most  cordial  degnie  of  ardour, 
with  the  utmost  degree  of  enthusiasm,  ex* 
press  his  approbation  of  the  whole  of  the 
speech  delivered  that  day  from  the  throne^ 
from  its  commencement  to  its  conclusion* 
He  could  not  help  also  expressing  bis  high 
opinion  of  the  ability  displayed  by  the 
noble  lord  by  whom  the  Address  had  been 
seconded ;  that  noble  lord  was  the  imme* 
diate  descendant  of  a  great  person,  be- 
tween whom  and  hims*elf  there  had  never 
subsisted  any  great  degree  of  intimacy, 
but  for  whose  character  and  conduct  be 
had  always  entertained  the  highest  res- 
pect; and  he  could  not  omit  this  occa- 
sion of  expressing  his  satisfaction,  that  his 
memory  was  to  be  so  ably  represented 
by  the  noble  lord  in  that  House.    He  was. 
anxious  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity. o^ 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  important 
events  alluded  to  in  his  Royal  Highnesses 
speech,  b}'  which  the  destinies  of  Europe 
had  been  changed.     He  wished   to  state, 
before  be  sat  down,  why  that  satisfactioni 
which  he  felt  in  common  with  the  country 
at  large,  was  with  him  a  principle,  and  not 
a  sentiment.     It  was  not  so  much  because 
these  events  had  raised  the  military  repu- 
tation of  this  country,  and  of  our  allies,  cfr 
depressed  that  of  the  military  despot  to 
whom  we  were  opposed,  that  ibey  had 
the  highest  value  in  his  eyes ;  but  because 
they  were  the  natural  rasuU  of  wiae  and 
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caatioos    m^aiures,    execated    with    the 
greatest  degree  of  vigour,  and  displaying 
m  wisdom  of  combination,  and  prudence 
of  plan  which  coufd  not  fail,  oUimately, 
to  be  rewarded  with  the  luccess  by  which 
they  were  attended.     He  would  hot  now 
dwell  on  the  errors  committed  in  former 
periodfl  by  thia  country,  or  by  the  allies ; 
but  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  he 
was  conTinced  the  glorious  successes  which 
had  lately  crowned  our  arms  in  Spain, 
and  the  arms  of  our  allies  In  the  North  of 
Europe,  were  to  be  traced  to  the  long 
train  of  persevering  councils  persisted  in 
by  the  government  of  this  country.  Though 
these  councils  had  not  always  immediately 
produced  the  results  which  were  expected 
by  those  who  entertained  them,  they  were 
not  the  less  the  cause  of  what  had  ulti- 
mately taken  place.    The  long  perseve- 
rance of  this  country  showod,  in  the  most 
convincing  manner,  the  disposition  which 
pervaded  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  its 
inhabitants.     While  we  were  endeavour- 
ing to  catch  the  last  breath  of  expiring 
opposition,  and  exerting  ourselves  in  a 
struggle  apparently  hopeless,  at  that  mo- 
ment the  public  councils  of  this  country 
were  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Eu- 
ropean liberty ;  for  an  opportunity  was 
thus  given  to  the  rest  of  Europe  to  re- 
consider their  former  errors,  and  to  learn 
that  great  lesson  which  the  example  of 
Britain   eflfbrded    them.     Nothing   could 
be  more  true  than  the  last  words  which 
that  great  statesman,  Mr.  Pitt,  ever  de- 
livered  in   public,   '*  that  England   had 
saved   herself  by  her  firmness,  and  had 
saved    other  nations   by  her   example." 
What  a  satisfactory  and  consoling  reflec- 
tion it  was  for  us,   that  from  this  original 
fountain  the  sacred  waters  of  gladness  and 
glory  had  flowtrd,  which  at  l^st  overspread 
the  greatest  part  of  Europe;  that  to  the 
persevering  spirit  of  this  country  it  was 
owing,  that  other  nations  were  at  last  ani- 
mated to  deeds  worthy  of  the  noble  cause 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  of  the 
great  example  which  was  set  them.     He 
gave  his  most  cordial  assent  to  the  Ad- 
dress ;  but  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  while  he  agreed  that  the  government 
of  this  country  should  afford  every  supply 
necessary  for  the  effectual  aiding  and  as- 
iisting  of  our  allies,  they  ought  to  look 
substantially  to  the  great  object  which 
they  were  asserting  and   defending,  the 
independence  of  those  powers  who  were 
engaged  in  the  present  contest,  and  not 
findeitake  objtcta  of  a  mere  impolitic  and 
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unjustiBable  nature.  (Hear,  hear!)  He 
approved  in  the  most  cordial  manner  of 
the  general  tone  in  which  certain  subjects 
were  expressed  in  the  Spt^ech ;  and  be- 
yond that  general  statement  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  proceed  at  pre* 
sent.  To  enter  into  particulars,  and  to 
state  details,  would  be  the  height  of  pre« 
sumption,  imprudence,  and  folly ;  as  it 
was  impossible  they  could  know  at  pre- 
sent in  what  manner  circumiitances  might 
vary.  He  therefore  applauded  the  pru- 
dent and  guarded  manner  in  which  th6' 
semi  menu  delivered  from  the  throne  werA 
expressed.  Nothing  could  be  more  pro* 
dent  in  the  present  circumslancei  of  the 
case.  Let  the  noble  lords  and  their  col- 
leagues proceed  in  that  course  which  had 
hitherto  been  attended  with  such  marked 
e^ccess,  and  they  would  receive  the  ap- 
probation of  all  those  who  had  sincerely 
at  heart  the  honour  and  glory  of  England 
and  the  security  of  Europe. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Stri- 
SBX  said.  It  was  impossible  foir  him  to  Bni 
terms  sufficiently  ardent  to  congratulate 
the  House  and  the  country  on  the  eventa 
of  which  they  had  so  lately  received  the 
gratifying  intelligence.  To  the  satisfac- 
tion which  he  felt  on  this  occasion,  it  wan 
no  small  addition  to  reflect  on  the  aid 
which  we  had  affurded  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, the  eflTect  of  which  had  been  feo 
great  on  all  Europe.  It  was  also  most  sa- 
tisfactory to  see  the  unanimity  and  con- 
cord among  the  great  confederate  sove- 
reigns in  the  north  of  Europe,  displayed 
in  their  counsels  and  their  actions,  which 
afforded  the  best  proof  of  the  sincerity 
and  moderation  of  their  intentions,  Hfe 
could  not  express  the  sentiments  which  he 
felt  toward  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and 
the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden ;  nor  would 
it  be  proper  to  particularize,  where  all 
had  shone  so  conspicuously ;  but  that 
perseverance  which  had  been  shown  in 
re5ii5ting  the  aggressions  of  France  by  the 
emperor  Alexamler,  and  tliat  promptitude 
and  skill  with  which  the  Crown  Prince 
had  conducted  the  recent  military  opera* 
tionsy  which  were  so  strikingly  mani- 
fested in  his  turning  the  Saxon  artil- 
lery against  the  French,  would  not  allow 
him  to  be  silent.  His  Royal  Hishnest 
concluded  by  baying,  that  he  should  not 
longer  detain  their  lordships,  but  that  he 
should  have  felt  it  improper  not  to  have 
testified  hit  sympathy  in  the  general 
joy; 
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Lord  GrenvUle  addressed  the  House  to 
the  following  effect : — 

My  lords :  I  might,  perhaps,  in  com- 
iDon  with  many  of  your  lordships,  think 
it  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  House  with 
any  expressions  of  my  sentiments,  had  I 
not  fell,  from  the  moment  the  glorious  in- 
telligence recently  received,  was  obtained, 
a  most  earnest  anxiety  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion,  ^nd  to  offer  to  parliament 
my  warm  congratulations  upon  the  suc- 
cesses that  ha? e  crowned  the  efforts  of  this 
country.  I  was  desirous  to  attend  in  my 
place,  not  certainly  expecting  that  any 
dKiferences  of  opinion  would  arise  upon 
the  various  interesting  topics  of  the  Ad- 
dress ;  on  the  contrary,  I  anticipated,  what 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  find  confirm- 
ed, the  complete  and  cordial  concurrence 
of  this  House  in  that  point,  which  justly 
formed  the  leading  and  capital  feature  of 
the  Speech  from  the  throne.  I  am 
happy,  however,  in  availing  myself  of  this 
opportunity  of  stating,  not  merely  my  ac- 
quiescence in  the  general  sentiment,  but 
my  entire  approbation  of  the  tone  and 
lanffuage  of  the  Speech  delivered  this  day 
by  his  Koyal  Highness  to  parliament.  I 
think  it  bat  justice  to  say,  that,  in  my  opi- 
nion, there  never  were  delivered  from  the 
throne,  sentiments  better  adapted  for  the 
occasion,  couched  in  terms  better  selected 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  to  me  a  great  gra- 
tification at  all  times  to  bear  my  humble 
testimony  to  the  propriety  of  any  pro- 
ceeding ;  but  it  16  more  particularly  wel- 
come to  me  at  a  time  like  the  present, 
because,  although  I  come  here  to  dis- 
charge a  common  duty,  1  come  here  at 
no  common  moment ;  the  crisis  is  now 
arrived  when  the  mighty  object,  to  whicb 
our  wishes  have  been  so  long  and  so  pain-, 
fully  directed,  is  near  its  accomplishment. 
From  the  moment  when  the  inauspicious 
treaty  of  Basle  was  promulgated  and 
known  (I  speak  of  an  event  that  took 
place  twenty  years  ago,  the  confederacy 
of  the  powers  of  Europe  to  resist  France), 
those  at  the  head  of  the  diplomacy  of  the 
French  empire  have  pursued  with  unde- 
viating  perseverance  one  fixed  principle, 
which,  in  my  judgment,  contributed  much 
more  to  her  subsequent  progress,  than 
any  boasted  or  real  military  pre-eminence, 
however  great  it  may  occasionally  have 
been.  I  speak  of  that  uniform  system  of 
separation  and  disunion  by  which  she 
but  too  succeufully  laboured  to  sever  and 
alienate  those  powers  whlcb«  had  they 


rightly  understood  their  mutual  interests, 
ought  to  have  been  fastened  together  by 
one  common  bond,  for  the  defence  of  their 
freedom  and  independence,  against  the 
unceasing  and  reiterated  aggressions  of 
France  (hear,  hear  !).  I  need  scarcely  re- 
mind you,  my  lords,  (indeed  the  comme- 
.moration  might  by  some  be  deemed  a  re- 
proach) in  detail  of  all  the  artifices  of 
French  diplomacy  ;  I  need  not  certairily 
recal  to  your  recollections  the  unhappy 
success  by  which  they  were  usually,  at- 
tended. It  is  unnecessary  that  I  should 
shew  how  often,  by  the  delusive  prospect 
of  some  peculiar  and  separate  advantage  ; 
by  the  vain  hope  of  some  spoliation  of  ad 
unoffending  neighbour;  by  the  idle  offer 
of  a  share  in  the  territory  of  some  de- 
fenceless state  ;  by  the  seductive  promise 
of  a  participation  in  the  plunder  of  some 
weaker  power,  France  has  been  able  to 
withdraw  from  the  general  league,  and 
even  to  enlist  in  her  cause,  those  whose 
very  existence  (as  experience  has'  unfor- 
tunately shewn)  depended  upon  a  firm  re- 
sistance to  her  insinuating  encroachments* 
So  painful  must  be  the  retrospection,  that 
I  Would  not  now  refer  to  it,  were  it  not  id 
the  hope  that  a  better  blessing  may  be 
drawn  from  the  remembrance.  I  would 
not  turn  my  eyes  upon  the  dark  and 
dreary  prospects  of  the  past,  did  it  not 
brighten  by  contrast  the  gratifying  views 
of  the  future,  where  we  see  all  those 
powers,  formerly  the  victims  of  French 
chicanery  and  imposition,  who  had  been 
deprived  of  their  safety,  their  security, 
and  their  tranquillity,  having  returned  to 
a  due  sense  of  their  mutual  interests,  re- 
venging themselves  upon  their  oppressors 
for  the  ivrongs  they  had  been  by  artifice 
compelled  to  endure.  Now  then,  my 
lords,  we  may  triumphantly  ask,  is  this 
the  peculiar  and  separate  cause  of  Great 
Britain  ? — No.  Is  this  a  contest  merely 
respecting  commercial  prosperity,  and  the 
comparatively  inferior  concerns  of  trade  ? 
-»No.  We  fight  for  that,  for  which  we 
always  professed  that  we  fought  z  we  arm 
for  that  for  which  we  always  boaited  thai 
we  armed :  we  have  maintained  the  con- 
test for  those  objects  for  which  we  always 
declared  that  we  maintained  it ;— -viz.  as 
the  only  possible  mode  of  asserting  the  in- 
dependence of  other  states,  and,  through 
their  independence,  of  supporting  our 
own—- (Hear,  hear !)  The  period  has  now 
arrived,  when  all  Europe,  with  one  voice, 
assents  to  the  truth  of  our  assertion ;  and 
though  it  be  indeed  late,  yet^  with  the* 
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bleuing  of  Hea?en,  it  will  not  be  too  late 
for  the  full  accomplishment  of  our  great 
and  benevolent  design.  Will  then,  my 
lords,  this  retrospection  to  the  wily  and 
too  successful  expedients  of  our  enemy, 
create  painful  sensations  in  your  minds  ? 
Surely  not.  On  the  contrary,  does  it  not 
add  to  the  overflowing  sentiments  of^ 
exultation  at  the  achievements  of  our  al- 
lies, when  we  see  Europe  at  length  united, 
I  hope  indissolubly,  in  a  steady  perse- 
verance in  those  means  which  alone  can 
afibrd  it  security  and  pesfCe  ?  It  has  been 
to  us  long  manifest,  that  it  was  only  by 
continued  resistance,  by  the  sacrifice  of 
all  partial  views  and  interests,  by  a  deter- 
mination to  pursue  just  measures  and  com- 
mon objects,  that  the  mighty  fabric  of 
French  power  (whi^h  had  been  long  aug- 
mented by  the  ruins  of  neighbouring 
states)  was  to  be  demolished,  and  reduced 
to  such  limits  as  were  consistent  with  the 
security  and  tranquillity  of  the  other  king- 
doms of  Europe. 

There  might,  my  lords,  rationally  exist 
variations  of  opinion  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  this  country  ought  originally 
to  have  held ;  but  I  never  heard  the  whisper 
of  a  difterence  of  sentiment — I  believe  a 
doubt  never  entered  the  mind  of  roan,  as 
to  the  steps  she  ought  to  take,  now  that 
the  moment  is  arrived  when  the  consum- 
mation of  our  wishes  is  at  hand.  Know- 
ing, therefore,  as  all  most  necessarily  be 
aware,  that  at  this  grand  moment*  when 
the  fate  of  Europe  is  depending,  the  anx- 
ious eyes  of  so  many  nations  are  fixed 
upon  the  first  deliberations  of  the  British 
parliament :  knowing  too,  that  the  ene- 
mies of  this  new  and  victorious  confede- 
ration, if  possible  with  still  more  painful 
expectation,  are  waiting  to  hear  the  opi- 
nions declared  and  the  lansuage  employ- 
ed here  upon  this  day  ;  1  leel  it  to  be  the 
duty,  ,not  merely  of  those  who  stand  in 
the  prominent  situations  of  government, 
but  of  every  man  accustomed  to  take  part 
in  the  debates  of  this  House,  to  come  for- 
ward and  proclaim,  distinctly  and  unequi- 
vocally, his  sentiments  upon  this  mighty 
subject :  however  humble  his  station,  and 
however  weak  his  sentiments,  still  they 
cannot,  at  this  crisis,  be  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference. As  to  arrangements  of  domestic 
policy,  there  may  be  conflicting  senti- 
ments; in  a  free  country  there  must' una- 
voidably exist  personal  predilections  and 
political  .unions;  but  upon  this  grand 
c^estion,  all  party  conflicts  must  be  swal- 
lowed up  and  lost :   it  is  the  cause  of  no 


party,  of  no  set  of  individuals,  but  of  the 
whole  nation,  joined  in  sentiment  and  io 
action,  to  effect  a  great  and  glorious  pur- 
pose. (Hear,  hear !)  So  long  as  the 
great  powers  of  Europe  confederated  in 
this  mighty  cause  (as  has  been  well  ex-* 
pressed  in.  the  Speech  from  the  throne) 
shall  persevere  with  unshaken  firmness,  to 
the  sacrifice  of  all  partial  views  and  sepa- 
rate interests,  in  attempting  the  full  ac* 
complishment  of  what  appears  so  near  its 
completion,  it  equally  concerns  the  weK 
fare  and  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
strain  every  nerve,  and  to  call  forth  every 
energy.  Upon  this  point  the  royal  Adu 
dress  is  prudently  guarded,  and  an  ac* 
quiescence  in  it  pled|g;es  no  opinion  ad* 
verse  to  the  re- establishment  of  peace. 
God  forbid  that,  in  applauding  the  policy 
pursued,  and  in  recommending  a  vigorous 
perseverance  in  the  system,  I  should  be 
understood  as  uttering  any  sentiment  hos* 
tile  to  the  re>establishment  of  tranquillity. 
Peace  is  the  dearest  blessing  that  a  go  - 
vernment  can  bestow  on  a  nation  over 
which  it  presides.  Internal  tranquillity 
may  be  considered  as  the  first,  and  exter* 
nal  peace  as  the  second  blessing  that  any 
power  under  Heaven  can  confer  upon  a 
people.  This  assertion  is  not  only  cor- 
rect at  all  times,  but  more  particularly 
true  in  the  present  situation  of  Europe : 
after  the  miseries  that  it  has  recently 
endured ;  after  the  long  series  of  calamities 
with  which  it  has  been  afllicted  by  the  in- 
satiable ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France,  it 
would  be  more  than  ever  welcome:  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  Europe, 
where  can  a  period  be  named,  when  tha 
sufferings  of  the  people  more  strenuously 
called  for  a  restoration  of  tranquillity? 
To  Great  Britain,  most  assuredly,  though 
bending  under,  yet  cheerfully  supporting, 
the  unavoidable  burdens  of  war ;  to  our 
allies,  whom  no  man  will  charge  with  too 
great  precipitation  in  commencing  hostili- 
ties, or  with  too  extensive  ambition  in 
prosecuting  them,  no  man  will  deny  that 
peace  will  be  inexpressibly  grateful,  pro- 
vided it  can  be  secured  upon  terms  be- 
coming the  lofty  and  imposing  attitude 
that  recent  exertions  have  enabled  them 
to  assume.  Not  even  in  the  country  of 
France,  do  I  believe,  that  there  exists 
more  thdn  one  man  who  does  not  anxiously 
and  earnestly  desire  the  cessation  of  the 
horrors  occasioned  by  a  state  of  warfare— 
(hear,  hear).— -But  I  trust  it  is  understood, 
that  when  we  desire  tranquillity,  we  ex- 
pect the  real  blessing  of  peace,  not  tfte 
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empty  natne ;  not  tbe  thadoir,  bat  the 
Mibataoce.  Too  long  did  deluded  Europe, 
by  temporary  and  partial  truces,  by  con- 
cession following  concession,  purchase 
from  the  insatiable  enemy  a  precarious 
qoiet,  a  troubled  sleep  ;  furnishing  to  her 
foe  the  very  means  of  bis  aggression,  and 
of  her  own  subjugation. 

The  time,  my  lords,  is  now  arrived 
(and  I  rejoice  that  I  have  lived  to  see  the 
hour)  when  the  walls  of  a  British  parlia- 
mient  may  again  re-echo  a  sound  formerly 
held  sacred  in  this  country,  and  upon  the 
observance  of  which,  I  will  venture  to  as- 
lert,  depends  the  hope  of  the  restoration 
of  peace  to.  Europe :  I  allude  to  the  old* 
fashioned  term,  now  almost  forgotten,  of  a 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe ;  and  I  offer 
up  my  thanks,  with  humble  gratitude,  to 
the  Supreme  Disposer  of  Events,  that  after 
so  long  a  period  he  has  permitted  me  to 
behold  my  native  land  in  such  a  command- 
ing situation,  as  to  be  able  again  to  pursue 
that  which  ought  to  be  the  only  legitimate 
object  of  foreign  policy  ;  I  mean  the  esta- 
blishment and  preservation  of  a  balance*  of 
power  in  Europe— (hear,  hear,  hear!) 
Often  as  the  subject  has  been  discussed 
and  disputed,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  not 
to  consider  the  state  and  resources  of  ano- 
ther kingdom  with  any  other  view  than 
this ;  that  such  limits  may  be  assigned  to 
the  power  of  a  nation,  that  it  shall  not  be 
able  to  pursue  any  schemes  of  unjust  ag* 
grandtsement  which  would  destroy  the 
equilibrium  that  ought  invariably  to  be 
preserved.  As  to  the  debasement  of  the 
power  or  the  degradation  of  the  honour  of 
any  nation,  that  ought  not  to  be  our  ob- 
ject ;  such  a  design  would  be  a  degrada- 
tion to  ourselves  :  we  ought  only  to  main- 
tain that  for  which  our  ancestors  shed 
their  blood ;  which  at  former  periods, 
and'in  tbe  best  times  of  English  history, 
was  held  sacred,  was  never  entirely  aban- 
doned, and  only  temporarily  relinquished, 
because  the  then  suppliant  nations  of  the 
continent  refused  to  unite  for  its  mainte- 
nance. Now,  however-,  the  day- star  of 
freedom  once  more  dawns  upon  Europe—* 
the  night  of  ignorance  and  slavery  is  fast 
withdrawing,  and  a  glorious  day  of  liberty 
and  happiness  is  promised  to  the  awaken- 
ieg  world.  Now,  then,  let  Great  Britain 
resume  her  ancient  policy  :  let  her  onoe"* 
more  perceive,  that  the  only  mode  by 
which  tbe  independence  of  the  great  com- 
monwealth of  Europe  can  be  secured,  is 
not  by  perpetual  peace,  for  that  is  the 
f  itlonary  dream  of  viaioijary  men  i  but  by 
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the  maintenance  of  the  balance  of  power, 
by  which  even  in  war  itself  the  weak  will 
find  refuge  from  their  oppressors.— (Hear^ 
hear ! )— ^uch  is,  in  my  opinion*  the  true 
object  for  the  attainment  of  whicb  this 
country  is  now  called  upon  to  exert  her 
energies;  such  is  the  object  for  the  at^ 
tainment  of  which,  in  my  judgment,  no 
sacrifices  will  be  too  great:  by  that  aleo* 
can  domestic  security  be  obtained;  by 
that  we  shall  Qrmly  grasp  the  substance^ 
instead  of  being  idly  deluded  by  Iha 
shadow,  and  sh^l  for  ourselves  and  other 
nation^  acquire  the  inestimable  bieasing  ef 
lasting  tranquilHty. 

With  respect,  my  lords,  to  the  detail  of 
particular  measures ;  from  entering  npoia 
them,  the  Speech  has  with  great  propriety 
abstained  :  upon  theAi  it  would  be  oiorei 
unfit  that  I  should  now  dilate ;  but  I  de<* 
sire  to  assure  the  House  (as  may  be  col* 
lected  from  the  sentiments  I  have  tcMlay 
expressed,  if  indeed  it  was  not  to  be  n* 
tbered  from  the  whole  tenor  of  my  liie)^ 
that  whatever  plans  may  be  suggested, 
having  these  objects  in  view,  I  shall  meet* 
them  with  a  most  earnest  wish  to  find  that 
they  are  compatible  with  the  interests  of 
the  country.  I  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
difficulties  that  may  be  opposed,  and  upon 
them  it  would  be  equally  premature  tot 
offisr  any  opinion;  I  do,  however,  fer* 
vently  hope — nay  I  believe,  that  they 
may  be  surmounted ;  and  when  they  are 
produced,  I  shall  apply  myself  to  thent 
with  an  anxious  wish  that  I  may  be  able 
to  give  them  my  zealous  supports  I  have 
now  stated  to  the  House  what,  I  tbink» 
ought  to  be  the  policy  of  England,  and  I 
have  hinted  at  the  mode  by  which  (hat 
policy  ought  to  be  pursued  :  there  is  but 
one  course;  and  that  is,  the  exertion  of 
every  means  this  country  can  employ—* 
of  influence^  of  persuasion,  and  even  of 
power,  if  it  be  fouud  necessary,  to  cement 
and  unite  the  great  confederacy  now 
existing  (hear,  hear!) — Such  is  tbe  happy 
situation  of  this  island,  that  to  discharge 
the  functions  she  is  called  upon  by  Europe- 
to  perform,  no  other  nation  possesses  equal' 
advantages :  in  whatever  disputes  may 
arise,  the  continental  powers  must,  in  m 
greater  or  less  degree,  be  interested.  Thii 
country  alone  has  no  concern  in  such  par« 
tial  interests ;  she  is  the  fit  arbiter  of  ail ; 
and  by  whatever  particular  arrangementa 
the  balance  of  power  is  secured,  her  only- 
care  need  be,  tliat  so  beneficial  an  abject 
should  be  ultimately  accamplished.  Ithertn 
fore  cannot  too  feryently  or  atrongly  ioa« 
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preM  upon  the  House,  that  in  this  view 
the  balance  of  power  tbould  be  t^e  polar 
atar  that  is 'to  gaide  o»  in  all  our  moTe- 
nents.  It  would  naturally  give  me  the 
deepest  concern,  if,  in  these  various  under- 
takings, the  seedsof  jealousy  and  disunion 
were  unfortunately  to  spring  up;  yet 
still  we  ahould  have  but  one  steady  even 
coarse  to  p&rsue,  not  favouring  either  one 
party  or  the  other;  our  object  must  be^ 
to  combine  all  Europe  by  the  strongest 
link  of  union ;  by  effecting  which,  we  may 
look  for  the  speedy  completion  of  those 
great  designs,  the  mere  hope  of  which,  a 
few  months  ago»  was  considered  as  little 
better  than  a  dream  of  insanity*  I  have 
•aid,  m^  lords,  that  in  the  character  of  um* 
pire  which  Great  Britain  would  assume, 
we  ought  generally  to  be  guided  by  the 
strictest  impartiality  ;  but  if  there  be  any 
exception  to  this  rule,  if  there  be  one  part 
of  the  continent  occupied  by  France,  to 
which  we  might  be  justified,  in  looking 
with  peculiar  interest,  with  something  like 
paternal  concern,  it  would  be  for  the  re- 
^establishment  of  the  independence  of  Hol« 
land.  Among  all  the  powers  sacrificed  to 
the  inordinate  ambition  of  Buonaparte,  I 
know  of  none— Holland  excepted— that 
can  truly  assert  they  fell  victims  to  their 
alliance  with  Great  Britain.  la  the  hour 
of  danger,  threatened  by  an  overwhelming 
force,  Holland  looked  to  this  country  for 
aid ;  and  could  any  assistance  have  avail- 
ed, this  nation,  I  am  convinced,  would 
have  made  any  sacrifice  to  save  its  falling 
friend.  It  has  been  well  said,  that  this  is 
not  the  fit  period  for  talking  of  specific 
terms  of  peace;  that  this,  country  daust 
not  pledge  itself  to  do  more  than  it  can 
achieve,  or  to  disappoint  expectation  by 
announcing  what  the  course  of  events  may 
prevent  her  from  accomplishing  ;  but  in- 
tending on  this  day,  my  lords,  to  deliver, 
though  in  brief,  a  summary  of  what  I  con- 
ceive most  important  to  be  attempted,  I 
feel  that  I  should  not  have  fully  discharged 
m^  duty,  or  completely  satined  my  own 
mmd,  if  I  did  not  express  my  opinion, 
that  of  all  the  consequences  of  success 
which  Great  Britain  may  contemplate,  in 
the  height  of  her  exultation,  there  is  none 
to  which  she  ought  to  direct  a  more  anxious 
eye,  and  none  for  which  she  ought  to 
naake  greater  sacrifices,  or  which  would 
more  redound  to  her  honour  and  promote 
her  interests,  than  the  re-establishment  of 
the  Republic  of  Holland  on  such  a  basis  as 
to  enable  her  to  resume  the  situation  she 
formerly  held  among  the  powersof  Europe. 

(VOL.  xxvn.) 


My  lords,  we  have  recently  witnessed 
what  has  been  justly  termed  a  success 
even  beyond  those  expectations  which  the 
confederation  of  the  allied  powers  would 
inspire.  If  it  be  the  will  of  Providence, 
that  the  tide  shall  now  turn,  and  that  it 
shall  pursue  a  direction  opposite  to  that 
which  since  the  year  1793  it  has  rega* 
larly  kept ;  if  we  may  now  hope  to  re- 
sume that  influence  on  the  continent 
which  we  formerly  enjoyed,  to  which  the 
struggle  we  long  almost  singly  maintained, 
to  which  the  powerful  assistance  we  have 
afibrded  to  the  common  cause,  to  which 
the  uprightness  and  disinterestedness  of 
our  motives  entitles  us,  we  may  with  gra- 
tify tng^  hut  not  arrogant  self-complacence, 
discharge  those  duties,  which,  while  they 
promote  and  secure  the  permanent  in^ 
terests  of  our  own  country,  are  not.  less 
conducive  to  the  general  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  continental  Europe.  I  am 
aware,  that  this  is  a  point  on  which  it 
would  be  highly  injudicious  for  any  mem* 
ber  of  the  executive  government  to  ex- 
press an  opinion ;  and  I  therefore  do  not 
desire  that  any  remark  should  be  made  in 
reply  to  this  part  of  the  subject;  but  I 
think  it  is  due  lo  that  unhappy  nation  suf- 
fering such  unmerited  oppression  from  its 
attachment  to  England,  that  it  should  see* 
that  at  the  moment  when  we  are  antici- 
pating the  period  when  we  shall  resume 
our  influence  on  the  continent,  her  pecu- 
liar claims  have  not  been  forgotten  in 
the  British  parliament. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done  :  il^  is 
to  conjure  you  (I  hope  it  is  unnecessary) 
not  to  do  me  the  great  injustice  of  be- 
lieving, that  the  opinions  I  have  jtist 
uttered  are  the  result  merely  of  the  exul- 
tation and  triumph  so  justly  felt  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  welcome  and  unex- 
pected intelligence.  Undoubtedly,  such 
events  are  calculated  to  warm  the  heart  of 
every  individual,  who  feels  not  only  for 
the  natural  rights  of  man,  but  for  the  in- 
dependence of  nations :  undoubtedly  it 
does  inspire  me  with  fresh  hopes  and  in- 
creasing confidence,  that  the  glorious 
harvest  is  at  hand,  when  we  are  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  all  our  toils,  and  of  all  our 
privations.  I  look  forward  with  joy  to 
the  approaching  re-establishment  of  many 
warlike  and  independent  nations,  when 
they  will  throw  off  the  galling  yoke  that 
has  pressed  them  to  the  gro^nd,  but  has 
not  broken  their  spirit.  But,  my  lords,  I 
do  not  wish  you  (nor  have  I  myself  so 
acted)  to  f^rm  opinions  merely  by  recent 
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events:  those  who,  like  me,  have  watched 
the  whole  course  of  these  proceedings ; 
tho^e  who  have  heard  my  opinions  in  their 
paralUl  to  those  proceedings;  those  with 
whom  I  have  held  conversation  since  the 
commencement  of  the  confederation ; 
those  with  whom,,  for  the  last  fortnight,  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  confidential 
communication  upon  the  subject  of  the 
line  of  conduct  I  should  this  day  pursue, 
know  that  my  deliberate  opinion,  that  the 
existence  of  such  a  confederacy^  acting 
on  no  partial  and  contracted  views,  but 
pursuing  one  general  object,  of  itself  irre- 
sistibly called  upon  Great  JBritain  to  em- 
ploy all  her  energies,  and  to  devote  all 
her  exertions  to  the  success  of  a  common 
and  a  glorious  cause — (Hear,  hear,  hear!) 
-—Such  was  the  sentiment  I  was  prepared 
to  express  before  the  glad  tidings  last  re- 
ceived were  obtained ;  and  I  was  prepared 
to  add  an  exhortation,  that,  as  the  chances 
of  war  must  necessarily  be  precarious, 
■you  would  prepare  yourselves  to  meet 
with  firinness  those  disasters  which  human 
foresight  could  not  predict,  and  which 
human  wisdom  could  not  prevent.  Even 
under  circumstances  that,  with  some, 
might  seem  almost  to  justify  the  confi- 
'dence  of  certainty,  I  now  offer  that  ex- 
hortation. If,  in  the  coarse  of  human 
events  (although  I  see  little  cause  to  fear), 
*any  unforeseen  calamity  should  unfortu- 
nately occur,  remember  the  glorious  cause 
in  which  you  are  engaged  :  it  may  for  an 
instant  damp  your  hopes ;  but  let  it  not 
damp  your  ardour,  or  shake  your  resolu- 
tion. (Hear,  hear,  hear !)  Be  assured, 
my  lords,  of  this  (I  hope  you  are  already 
assured  of  it),  that  there  is  for  this  country 
no  separate  safety,  no  separate  peace. 
There  is  neither  safety  nor  peace  for  Eng- 
land, but  with  the  safety  and  peace  of 
Europe.  (Hear,  hear  !)  As  for  continental 
Europe,  it  is  equally  true,  that  an  indisso- 
luble union,  a  firm  confederation,  in  con- 
junction with  this  country,  can  only  se- 
cure for  all  liberty,  tranquillity,  and  hap- 
piness; can  only  obtain  peace,  now  al- 
most beyond  the  memory  of  living  mam 
The  plain  duty  of  this  countrvi  placing 
h%  trust  in  Providence,  is,  to  improve,  by 
every  possible  exertion,  the  bright  pros- 
pect that  lies  before  us :  with  the  energies 
of  Great  Britain,  duly  applied,  ultimate 
success  m^y  be  confidently  anticipated ; 
we  may  now  look  forward  to  the  speedy 
Accomplishment  of  that  great  purpose,  for 
the  attainment  of  which  we  have  already 
sacrificed*   performed*   and   endored   so 


much  ;  and  for  which  we  are  still  ready 
td  sacrifice,  perform  and  endure. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  if  any 
thing  could  add  to  the  gratifying  feelings 
which  recent  events  were  so  calculated  to 
produce,  it  would  be,  what  had  just  pasted 
in  that  House.  The  events  which  had 
taken  place  in  Spain  and  Germany  were 
r^ost  important  in  them'^elves,  afid  in  the 
consequences  to  which  they  would  neces- 
sarily lead  ;  but  they  were  not  more  iiH* 
portant,  than  that  England  and  the  con- 
federate powers,  and  all  Europe,  shoold 
see,  that  as  to  the  great  cause  a  spirit  of 
unanimity  prevailed  in  the  British  parlia- 
ment. He  had  received  the  highest  gra- 
tification from  the  speech  of  the  noble 
baron  (lord  Grenville)  who  had  just  set 
down.  He  had  received  also  the  highest 
personal  gratification  from  the  speech  of 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Clare)  early  in  the 
evening,  than  whom,  he  would  boldly  say* 
no  one  had  ever  exhibited  greater  promise 
of  talents  as  a  first  effort,  and  who,  fr6ak 
his  eloquence  and  his  sound  principles^ 
was  so  likely  to  become  one  of  the  first 
ornaments  of  that  House.  On  such  an 
occasion  there  were  some  topics  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  House  was  necessarily 
directed.  In  this  he  agreed  with  the 
noble  baron  (lord  Grenville),  that  we  had 
reached  a  period  when  the  balance  of 
power  might,  without  fear  of  ridicule,  be 
talked  of  as  the  foundation  on  which  might 
be  erected  a  just  and  lasting  peace.  We 
had.  seen,  during  the  last  20  years,  coali- 
tions, whose  size  promised  strength,  crosh* 
ed  by  the  power  of  the  enemy.  What, 
then,  we  might  inquire,  was  this  new  life 
which  has  given  an  irresistible  impulse  to 
the  present  confederacy  of  the  northern 
nations  ?  The  feeling  of  national  indepen- 
dence, that  sentiment  which  impels  all 
men  to  stand  before  the  liberties  of  their 
countries.  This  feeling,  which  first  arose 
in  the  nations  of  the  peninsula,  gave  the 
war  a  new  character,  and  afforded  grounds 
to  hope  not  only  for  the  deliverance  of 
those  nations,  but  of  the  rest  of  Europe. 
There  had  before  been  wars  of  govern- 
ments, but  none  like  this  between  nations; 
and  all  our  principles  of  policy  and  pru- 
dence must  have  been  belied,  if  the  issue 
of  the  present  confederacy  had  not  been 
very  difierent  from  that  of  any 'of  the 
former  ones.  They  had  before  them  In- 
stances of  perseverance  unexampled  '  In 
any  other  cause  than  that  of  liberty  ;«— 
they  had  seen  nations,  the  least  military 
of  Europe*  become  formidable^  and  suc« 
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cesBfoUy  resist  the  best  disci plioed  troops 
of  France.  SmalJ  as  that  country  was 
in  comparison  of  some  other  nations 
of  Europe,  yet  the  establishment  of  the 
armies  of  Portugal  was  of  the  greatest 
consequence;  as  the  foundation  of  the 
success  of  the  allied  armits  in  the  penin- 
sula; and  as  it  gave,  in  addition  to  the 
general  national  feeling,  a  military  tone, 
under  the  influence  of  which  the  Portu- 
guese troops  have  been  raised  to  an  equality 
with  the  British,  They  had  seen  the 
Spanish  armies  employed,  not  only  on  the 
defensive,  but  in  ofiensivc  operations,  in  a 
moat  critical  moment,  in  which  they  had 
displayed  the  greatest  steadiness.  These 
bappy  effects  had  sprung  from  that  feeling 
of  national  independence,  which  had  been 
nartured  by  the  best  blood  of  this  country. 
He  was  advancing  no  paradox,  but  an  opi- 
nion the  truth  of  which  was  felt  and  ad- 
mitted on  the  continent,  when  he  said  that 
the  success  of  the  cause  of  the  peninsula 
gave  new  life  to  the  suflerinff  nations  of 
Europe.  Under  the  influenc^  of  this  ex- 
ample, the  greatest  efforts  of  France  had 
been  frustrated ;  an  army,  large  beyt)nd 
example,  annihilated,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Russian  empire  vindicated. 
There  were  reasons  why  the  feeling  ol'in- 
dependence  could  not  extend  to  Germany 
so  readily  as  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe ; 
not  from  any  want  of  military  spirit,  but 
from  peculiarities  in  the  constitutions  of 
its  different  states;  and  if  it  had  been 
asked,  to  what  state  of  Europe  this  spirit 
would  have  last  manifested  itself,  he  should 
bave  answered,  the  Prussian  monarchy. 
But  far  otherwise  had  the  event  proved  ; 
for  never  did  any  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
independence  surpass  those  of  the  Prussian 
people  in  the  present  struggle.  He  did 
not  speak  of  the  talents  of  their  generals, 
or  the  zeal  of  their  monarch,  but  of  the 
sentiments  which  pervaded  every  indivi- 
dual  in  that  country.  It  was  to  be  inquired, 
what  advantages  were  to  be  reaped  I'rom 
our  successes,  and  what  means  were  taken 
to  give  them  effect.  The  continental 
powers  were  all  made  acquainted  with  the 
Tiews  of  Great  Britain ;  and  there  was  not 
one  of  them  that  did  not  acknowledge 
tbem  to  t>e  reasonable,  moderate,  and 
just ;  and  on  the  ground  of  these  acknow- 
ledged views  were  the  eilbrts  towards  a 
.  general  peace  to  be  regulated.  Where 
there  were  powers  of  such  different  inte- 
rests engaged  in  a  coalition,  their  confe- 
.4eracy  was  liable  to  accidents  which 
.  would  place  them  in  disadvantageous  cir- 
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cumstances,  and  these  chances  augmented 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  con- 
federacy ;  on  this  account  a  knowledge  of 
common  principles  was  most  necessary.' 
If  for  a  moment  they  reviewed  the  events 
of  the  present  campaign,  the  manner  in 
which  the  operations  were  conducted, 
and  especially  that  desperate  movement, 
ihe  passage  of  the  Saale,  and  the  manoeuvres 
which  ensued,  we  should  be  filled  with 
sentiments  of  admiration.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  glorious  successes,  a  successful 
termination  of  the'  war  was  only  to  be 
looked  for  from  a  vigorous  continuance  of 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made.  This 
was  the  great  crisis,  not  only  of  Great 
Britain,  but  of  Europe. — **  God  forbid," 
said  the  noble  earl,  "  that  in  these  efforts 
we  should  depart  from  political  justice  and 
moderation."  These  principles,  he  conti- 
nued, should  never  be  lost  sight  of;  but  it 
became  us  to  be  more  moderate,  as  we 
were  more  vigorous.  He  agreed  in  this 
with  the  noble  baron  (lord  Grenville),  whp 
thought  that  some  fixed  and  certain  terms 
of|)eace  should  be  abided  by — terms  con- 
sistent with  justice  to  all  parties — with  jus- 
tice not  only  to  our  friends,  but  to  our 
enemies.  (Hear !)  We  should  not  ask 
from  our  enemies  such  terms,  as  in  their 
situation  we  {>hould  not  think  reasonable  to 
concede.  (Hear,  hear!)  There  was  no 
principle  on  which  to  prosecute  the  war, 
but  a  desire  to  obtain  a  peace,  by  which  a 
fair  addition  of  strength  should  be  made 
to  those  powers  which  had  suffered  in  the 
contest. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Earl  of  lAvcrpool  rose  to  propose, 
that  lord  Walsingham  be  re-appointed 
Chairman  of  Committees  ;  it  was  needless 
to  say,  that  no  one  could  be  better  quali- 
fied than  the  noble  earl  to  fill  that  otlii  e. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  bore  testimony  to 
the  qualifications  of  lord  \Valsin{j;ham  for 
the  office  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  re- 
appoint him. 

Lord  Walsingham  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed Chairman,  and  said  a  few  words 
which  we  could  not  hear  at  the  bar. 
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The  PttiNCE  Regent's  SpEEcn  on  opln- 
INC  THE  Session.]  Mr.  Speaker  n-poried. 
That  the  House  had,  this  day,  attended 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  iu 
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Che  House  of  Peers,  where  his  Royal  High- 
ness was  pleased  to  make  a  most  gracioos 
Speech  from  the  throne  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  Majesty ;  of  which  Mr.  Speaker 
said,  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  obtained 
a  copy.  [See  p.  ].]  After  the  Speaker 
had  read  the  Speech, 

Earl  Compion  rose.  He  observed ,  that 
in  now  addressing  the  House,  he  had  not 
the  same  apology  to  plead  which  gentle- 
men commonly  had  to  whose  lot  it  fell  to 
move  aiddresses  in  answer  to  speeches  from 
the  throne,  having  on  former  occasions 
taken  the  liberty  of  trespassing  on  the 
time  of  the  House.  The  task,  however, 
which  he  had  to  perform  on  the  present 
ioccasion,  he  felt  was  infinitely  lighter  and 
easier  than  such  tasks  in  general  were — 
much  easier  and  lighter,  he  believed,  than 
from  the  posture  of  our  affairs,  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  it  had  been  for  a  great  many 
years  past.  Every  part  of  the  task  which 
ne  had  to  discharge,  was  of  an  agreeable 
kind,  except  that  single  allusion  with 
which  the  speech  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent  set  out — namely,  the 
unfortunate  continuance  of  the  distressinff 
malady  with  which  his  Majesty  was  aN 
flicted— a  Calamity  which  not  only  every 
gentleman  in  that  House,  but  every  person 
throughout  the  kingdom,  must  concur  with 
his  Royal  Highness  in  deploring.  In 
every  other  circumstance  to  which  he 
ahould  have  to  allude,  he  felt,  and  he  was 
aatisfied  every  one  in  that  House  would 
/H)Dcur  with  him  in  feeling,  there  was  room 
only  for  congratulation ;  and  that  the 
subjects  to  which,  by  the  Speech,  our  at- 
tention was  called,  were  calculated  solely 
to  inspire  gratitude  for  the  present,  and 
hope  and  a^urance  for  the  future.  This, 
he  was  certain  he  might  say  with  respect 
to  every  step  that  the  allies  in  Saxony  had 
taken,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  first 
attack  upon  Dresden.  As  the  House  was 
already  fully  accjuainted  with  all  the  glo- 
rious details  which  had  been  lately  re- 
ceived from  the  allied  armies  on  the  con- 
tinent, he  should  not  attempt  entering;  into 
a  recapitulation  of  them  ;  but  should  con- 
tent himself  with  saying,  what  be  was 
convinced  the  fact  would  bear  him  out  in 
asserting,  that*  previoos  to  the  last  great 
battle,  Buonaparte  must  have  lost  not  fewer 
than  100,000  men.  La^t  year,  France, 
Austria,  Bavaria,  and  Prussia,  were  all 
tinited  in  one  common  cause ;  now,  the 
three  powers  last  mentioned  were  united 
with  Russia  against  France,  and  io  f  apporl 
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of  the  cause  in  which  this  country  wi4 
engaged.  Of  what  description,  too,  was 
the  force  which  the  ruler  of  France  had 
at  his  disposal  ?— Was  it  composed  of  Te^ 
terans,  as  his  former  armies  had  been  ? 
No ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  made  up  of 
men  dragged  from  their  families,  and  car* 
ried  bound  in  chains  to  fight  his  baitlei. 
When  the  modern  Attila  recollected  of 
what  description  of  troops  his  armiea  had 
been  composed,  and  what  was  their  de- 
scription now,  he  might  well,  on  comparing 
the  past  with  the  present,  and  anticipating 
the  future,  exclaim— 

^'  Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defensorihus  tttis 

Tempus  eget.'' — 

The  result  of  the  last  battle  was  such  ai 
might  have  been  expected  from  such  a 
state  of  things ;  it  was  a  battle  which  he 
might  well>  say  was  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  modern  Europe  ;  it  was  a  battle, 
the  enect  of  which  would  be  to  rescne 
Europe  and  the  world  from  slavery  and 
oppression ;  it  was  a  battle,  the  plan  of 
which  had  been  laid  by  that  great  mail 
who  had  come  from  another  quarter  of  the 
world  to  resist  the  oppressor,  and  aid  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed  ;  and  who,  though 
he  did  not  live  to  see  the  effect  of  the  ope« 
rations,  had  by  his  counsels  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  of  them. — He  could 
not,  however,  leave  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject without  paying  the  tribtite  of  bis  ap- 
probation and  applause  to  the  magnani* 
mous  spirit  of  the  Russian  emperor,  who 
had  been  the  main  spring  from  which  the 
successful  opposition  to  the  ruler  of  France 
originated  ;  and  also  to  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden, — whose  skill  and  bravery  so 
justly  called  for  our  thanks  and  admiration, 
as  they  had  already  drawn  down  upon 
him  aspersion  and  invective  from  the  go- 
vernment  of    France.— Of    Moreau^    it 
might  be  truly  said,  that  he  had  lived  lor 
the  liberties  of  France,  and  died  for  the 
liberties  of   Europe.     When  we   turned 
from  Germany  to  Spain,  there  we  had 
equal  matter  of  congratulation,  in  the  cap- 
ture of  St.  Sebastian's,  in  the  expulsion'of 
the  main  army  of  France  out  of  Spain;  and 
in  the  rearing  of  the  standard  of  England 
on  the  frontiers  of  France.     It  was  an  un- 
deniable fact,  that  the  invasion  of  France 
would  not  only  prove  a  very  material  di*- 
version  in  favour  of  the  allies,  but  would 
have  the  effect  of  depressing  the  spirits 
of  the  French  people,  by  convincing  chem, 
that  ail  the  hardships  to  which  they  had 
submitted,  in  having  conscription    after 
conscription  imposed  upon  them,  irere  not 
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suflScientto  protect  the  soil  of  France  it- 
self from  being  polluted  by  the  foot  of  an 
invading  enemy.  The  present  state  of 
Eorope  was  to  be  looked  at  with  still 
greater  satisfaction,  from  observing  that 
the  present  wss  not  a  paltry  coalition 
among  a  number  of  different  powers,  ac- 
tuated by  Tarious  feelings,  and  impelled 
by  distinct  and  contending  interesu ;  hot 
a  anion  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  the  conti- 
nent, backed  by  the  onanimoos  wishes  of 
their  people,  linking  them  together  in  one 
common  bond  of  union.  When  we  turned 
our  eyes  to  America,  we  naturally  felt  re- 
gret on  thinking  that  we  were  at  war  with 
that  country.  Our  regret,  however,  most 
be  equalled  by  our  astonishment— when 
we  considered  that  America,  the  only 
great  republic  in  the  world,  was  allied  with 
France,  our  common  enemy,  against  the 
liberties  of  mankind.  She  had  not,  indeed, 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  France  signed 
and  sealed ;  but  still  she  nevertheless  di- 
rected her  efforts  as  far  as  in  her  lay  to 
do  good  to  our  enemy,  and  to  do  all  the 
injury  she  could  .  to  us.  It  was  to  be 
hoped,  that  America  would  yet  see  the 
folly  of  her  conduct ;  that  she  would  be 
aroused  from  her  dream  by  the  thunder  of 
the  Shannon ;  that  the  reception  her  armies 
bad  met  with  in  Canada  would  tend  still 
more  to  efibct  this  desirable  object ;  and 
iliat  the  certainty  of  the  successes  and 
triumphs  of  the  allies,  and  of  the  defeau 
and  discomfitures  of  the  French  armies, 
would  speedily  lead  her  to  see  the  folly 
of  her  conduct.  While  we  saw  such 
ample  subject  of  gratulation  in  the  suc- 
cesses of  our  own  arms,  and  in  the  equally 
glorious  and  important  achievements  of 
our  allies  on  the  continent,  we  had  still  an 
additional  cause  for  gratitude  in  the  abun- 
dant harvest  with  fi^ich  Providence  had 
blessed  us.  Industry  had  now  once  more 
returned ;  our  manufacturers  were  at  work, 
and  we  should  not  again,  it  was  to  be 
hoped,  hear  of  distresses  among  our  arti- 
lans  and  labouring  poor,  arising  from  want 
of -employment.  One  thing  he  could  not 
help  regretting;  that  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman now  no  more,  and  whose  loss  had 
been  so  deeply  lamented  in  that  House, 
and  in  the  country  (Mr.  Perceval),  had 
not  lived  to  see  this  day— that  he  had  not 
iived  to  see  that  Israel  he  so  much  loved 
thus  on  the  point  of  being  established ; 
that  he  had  not  lived  to  see  our  arms 
crowned  with  the  laurels  which  now  en- 
circled them,  and  which  he  trusted  would 
end  in  a  peace  honourable  and  lasting. 
His  lordship  then  concluded  by  moving. 
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''That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Pnnce 
Regent,  to  assure  his  Royal  Hiffhness,  that 
we  fully  participate  in  the  deep  regret 
which  his  Royal  Highness  has  exprossed 
at  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  la- 
mented indisposition : 

"  To  congratulate  his  Royal  Highness 
on '  the  great  and  splendid  success  with 
which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence 
10  bless  his  Majesty's  arms,  and  those  of 
his  allies,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
campaign,  which  has  been  productive  of 
the  most  important  consequences  to  £a» 
rope : 

*'  That  we  rejoice  to  find  that  in  Spain 
the  glorious  and  decisive  victory  obtained 
near  Vittoria  has  been  followed  by  the 
advance  of  the  allied  forces  to  the  Pyre* 
nees,  by  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  in  every 
attempt  to  regain  the  ground  which  he 
had  been  compelled  to  abandon,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  fortress  of  St.  Sebastiav, 
and  finally  by  the  establishment  of  the 
allied  army  on  the  frontier  of  France : 

''  That,  in  this  series  of  brilliant  oper»» 
tions,  we  have  not  failed  to  observe,  with 
the  highest  satisfisction,  the  consummate 
skill  and  ability  of  the  great  commander 
field  marshal  the  marquess  of  Wellington  ; 
and  the  steadiness  and  unconquerable 
spirit  which  have  been  equally  displayed 
by  the  troops  of  the  three  nations  united 
under  his  command : 

'*  That  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  ter- 
mination of  the  armistice  in  the  north  of 
Europe,  and  the  declaration  of  war  by  tha 
emperor  of  Austria  against  France,  have 
been  most  happily  accompanied  by  a  sys^ 
tem  of  cordial  onion  and  concert  amongst 
the  allied  powers,  and  that  the  effects  of 
this  union  have  even  surpassed  those  ex- 
pectations which  it  was  calculated  to  ex- 
cite: 

''  That,  by  the  signal  victories  obtained 
over  the  French  in  Silesia,  at  Culm,  and 
at  Denevits,  the  efforu  of  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  Austrian 
and  Prassian  territories  were  completely 
frustrated : 

*'  That  these  successes  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  course  of  operations,  conceived 
with  so  much  judgment,  and  executed 
witli  such  consummate  prudence,  vigour, 
and  ability,  as  to  have  led,  in  their  result, 
not  only  to  the  discomfiture  of  all  those 
projects  which  the  Ruler  of  France  had  so 
presumptuously  announced  on  the  renewal 
of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture  and  dc- 
stniction  of  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
under  his  immediate  command : 
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"That,  whilst  we  are  convinced  the 
annals  of  Europe  ali'ord  no  example  of 
Tictories  more  splendid  and  decisive  than 
tfaoce  which  have  been  recently  achieved 
in  Saxony,  whilst  the  perseverance  and 
gallantry  diRplayed  by  the  allied  for<fet 
of  every  description  engaged  in  this  con- 
flict have  exalted  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
glory  their  military  character,  we  grate- 
fully render  the  lull  tribute  of  our  ap- 
plause to  those  sovereigns  and  princes 
who,  in  the  sacred  cause  of  national  inde- 
pendence, have  so  eminently  distinguished 
themselves  as  the  leaders  of  the  armies  of 
their  respective  nations : 

«'  To  return  im  Royal  Highness  our 
hamble  thanks  for  his  gracious  intention 
of  directing  copies  of  the  several  conven- 
tions which  his  Royal  Highness  has  con- 
cluded with  the  northern  powers  to  be 
laid  before  us  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of 
-them  shall  have  been  duly  exchanged ; 
and  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  he 
may  rely  on  oi^r  disposition  to  afford  his 
Royal  Highness  the  necessary  assistance 
iu  support  of  a  system  of  alliance  which, 
'originating  chiefly  in  the  magnanimous 
and  disinterested  views  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  and  followed  up  as  it  has  been 
;witb  corresponding  energy  by  the  other 
-allied  powers,  has  produced  a  change  the 
most  auspicious  in  the  aflfairs  of  the  con- 
tinent :. 

"  That  we  learn,  with  the  utmost  satis- 
faction, that  his  Royal  Highness  has  con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  alliance  and  concert 
with  the  emperor  of  Austria ;  that  the 
powerful  league  already  formed  has  receiv- 
ed an  important  addition  of  force  by  the 
declaration. of  Bavaria  against  France; 
and  that  the  ancient  connection  with  the 
Austrian  government  has  been  so  happily 
renewed  ;  and  to  assure  his  Royal  High- 
ness, that,  while  we  duly  appreciate  all 
the  valae  of  the  accession  of  that  great 
power  to  the  common  cause,  we  shall  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  consider  of  the 
means  of  enabling  his  Royal  Highness  to 
support  bis  imperial  majesty  in  the  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  contest : 

"  That  we  cannot  but  lament  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  but  that 
we  fully  share  the  satisfaction  expressed 
by  ^is  Royal  Hiahness,  that  the  mea- 
•ares  adopted  for  the  conquest  of  Canada 
have  been  frustrated  by  the  valour  of  his 
Majesty's  troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and 
loyahy  of  his  American  subjects  : 

•^  That  it  most  be  matter  of  deep  regret 
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to  find  that,  whilst  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
junction with  her  allies,  is  exerting  her 
utmost  strength  against  tlie  common  ene- 
my of  independent  nations,  we  have  to 
contend  against  a  country  whose  real  in- 
terests in  the  is€ue  of  this  great  contest 
must  be  the  same  as  our  own  : 

'*  That  we  are  concerned  to  learn  that 
his  Royal  Highness  has  not  hitherto  sees 
any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  which  he  could  avail  hiraseif, 
consistently  with  a  due  attention  to  the 
interests  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war,  in  which  undoubtedly 
this  country  was  not  the  aggressor  : 

_**  That  we  receive  with  great  satisfac- 
tion his  Royal  ilighness*s  gracious  as&or- 
ance  that  he  is  at  all  times  ready  to  eater 
into  discussion  with  that  government  for 
a  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  4iffev- 
ences  between  the  two  countries,  upon 
principles  of  perfect  reciprocity-  not  in- 
consistent with  the  established  maxims  of 
public  law  and  with  the  maritime  rights 
of  the  British  empire : 

"  To  return  our  humble  thanks  to  bis 
Royal  Highness  for  having  directed  tlie 
estimates  for  the  service  of  the  ensaii^ 
year  to  be  laid  before  us  : 

''  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that, 
while  we  regret  the  necessity  of  a  large 
expenditure,  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  great  military  exertions,  and 
shall  readily  furnish  such  supplies  as  the 
public  service,  in  this  mon^entous  crisis, 
may  require : 

"  That  we  must,  at  the  present  moment, 
receive  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  at* 
surance  of  the  flourishing  state  of  oar 
commerce:  and  we  are  grateful  to  the 
bounty  of  Divine  Providence  for  the 
abundant  harvest  of  the  present  year, 
which  must  afford  material  relief  to  his 
Majesty's  people,  and  produce  a  con^- 
derable  augmentation  in  many  branches 
of  the  revenue : 

**  That  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  a  de- 
cided conviction  now  happily  prevails 
throughout  a  large  portion  of  Europe*  that 
the  war  in  which  the  allied  powers  are 
engaged  against  the  Ruler  of  France,  is. a 
war  of  necessity,  and  that  his  views  of 
universal  dominion  can  only  be  defeated 
by  combined  and  determined  resistance, 
and  that  the  public  spirit  and  natiohal  en- 
thusiasm which  have  successively  accoib- 
plished  the  deliverance  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  of  tb^  Rassian 
empire,  now  equally  animate  the  German 
people ;  and  we  entertain  tha  fallest  con* 


29] 


on  Opening  the  SesBum, 


Nov.  4,  1813. 


[3* 


fidence,  that  the  same  perseverance  on 
their  part  will  ultimately  lead'to  the  same 
glorious  result : 

«<  That,  while  we  most  deeply  deplore  the 
continuance  of  this  extended  warfare,  and 
of  all  those  miseries  which  the  insatiable 
ambition  of  the  Ruler  of  France  has  so 
long  inflicted  upon  Europe,  we  receive 
with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  proof  of  the 
wisdom  and  moderation  which  animate 
the  councils  of  his  Royal  Highness  and 
the  allies,  afforded  by  the  declaration  of 
his  Rfiyal  Highness,  that  no  disposition  to 
require  from  France  sacrifices  of  any  de- 
scription inconsistent  with  her  honour  or 
just  pretensions  as  a  nation,  will  ever  be 
an  obstacle  to  peace,  and'  that  the  restora- 
tion of  that  great  blessing,  upon  principles 
of  justice  and  equality*  has  never  ceased 
to  be  the  anxious  wish  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness ;  but  that  we  are  fully  sensible  that 
it  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  continuance 
of  thote  efforts  which  have  already  deli- 
vered so  large  a  part  of  Europe  from  the 
power  of  the  enemy  : 

'*  To  beseech  his  Royal  Highness  to 
believe,  that,  whilst  we  look  back  with 
satisfaction  and  pride  on  the  firmness  and 
perseverance  of  this  country,  to  which 
these  advantages  may  in  a  great  degree 
be  ascribed,  we  are  fully  prepared  for 
such  new  exertions  as  the  nature  of  the 
contest  may  demand,  by  the  happy  effect 
of  which  we  entertain  the  confident  hope 
that  bis  Royal  Highness  will  be  enabled 
to  bring  (his  long  and  arduous  struggle  to 
a  conclusion  which  will  be  consistent  with 
the  independence  of  all  the  nations  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  with  the  general  security 
of  Europe." 

Mr.  C.  Grant,  jun.  seconded  the  motion 
in  the  following  terms  :— 

Mr.  Speaker — In  rising  to  second*  the 
Address  of  the  noble  lord,  I  perceive  with 
satisfaction  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  use  arguments  in  its  support.  I  flatter 
myself  that  as  to  its  principal  topics  there 
will  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  In  the 
tituation,  therefore,  in  which  I  am  placed, 
I  feel  myself  called  npon,  not  to  persuade 
a  unanimity  which,  I  trust,  already  exists  ; 
but  rather  to  give  expression  to  the  ge- 
neral sentiment,  and  to  participate  in  the 
general  feelings  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  offer  my 
congratulations  upon  the  prosperous  si- 
tuation of  this  country,  upon  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  otir  provinces,  upon  the 
restoration  of  commerce,  and  upon  the 
abundant  has  vest  with  which  it  has  pleased 


Providence  to  bless  these  realms.  I  offer 
my  congratulations,  also,  upon  the  siiua* 
tion  of  our  foreign  afHiirs.  I  need  nol* 
say  that  I  cordially  concur  With  the  noble* 
lord  in  every  word  of  that  eulogy  which 
he  has  so  ably  and  eloquently  bestowed 
upon  our  allies  in  the  peninsula ;  upon  the 
valour  and  unanimity  which  has  secured 
to  their  exertions  such  a  glorious  issue.  I 
need^not  say  that  I  cordially  concur' At 
every  word  which  he  has  uttered  with  re* 
spect  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  troopSi 
and  to  that  distinguished  commander,  lord 
Wellington.  Yet,  Sir,  amongst  all  th^ 
great  qualities  with  which  lord  Wellington 
is  so  richly  endowed,  and  which  have  ele- 
vated him  to  the  sphere  in  which  he 
moves,  there  is  none  that  has  impressed 
my  mind  more  deeply  than  that  nndaunt* 
ed  and  intrepid  spirit,  the  sure  proofof  a 
genius  conscious  of  its  resources,  whicb 
enabled  him  to  defy  the  public  opinion  as 
to  the  invincibility  of  France.  He  did  not 
sink  under  the  weight  of  the  enormous 
fame  which  surrounded  those  great  com- 
manders whom  he  was  called  to  combat* 
and  whom  he  has  successively  vanquished. 
Admirable,  therefore,  as  I  think  his  con- 
duct in  every  part  of  S^ain,  in  bis  sieges, 
at  Salamanca,  at  Vittoria,  on  the  Pyrenees, 
I  do  not  know  if  he  is  not  to  me  still  more 
truly  great,  stiil  more  worthy  of  admira- 
tion, at  that  moment,  when,  relying  only 
on  his  single  genius,  in  a  remote  corner  of 
Portugal,  he  threw  up  those  lines,  within 
which  he  secured  the  hope  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  civilized  world.  Bat  if  these 
occurrences  demand  our  attention,  there 
are  occurrences  in  other  parts  *of  Europe 
which  no  less  imperiously  demand  it. 
When  I  mention  Germany,  I  know  well 
what  sensations,  at  this  peculiar  mo- 
ment, I  excite  in  the  breast  of  every  man 
who  hears  me ;  I  know  what  sympathies 
are  awaked,  what  hope,  what  enthusiasm. 
I  am  deeply  sensible  that  no  language  of 
mine  can  possibly  do  justice  to  those 
feelings,  or  represent,  in  colours  sufiicr* 
ently  glowing,  the  greatness  of  those  vic- 
tories and  their  invaluable  consequences. 
I  can  only  refer  to  the  recital  of  those 
facts  which  are  impressed  on  our  memo- 
ries ;  I  can  only  advert  to  the  names  of 
Saxony  and  Leipsic,  names  now  and  for 
ever  associated  with  all  that  is  profound 
in  counsel,  or  lofty  in  heroism,  or  splendid 
in  success.  I  can  only  allude  to  the  al- 
tered fortunes  of  Germany.  What  was 
the  condition  of  Germany  but  a  few 
months  ago?  She  seemed  to  be  sunk  in  a 
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lethargy  from  which  there  was  no  recal. 
Throughout  that  region  ther^  was  no 
movement,  bat  that  of  the  desolating 
armies  that  secured  its  submission ;  tio 
Toice,  but  that  of  the  conqueror,  insulting 
the  chains  of  his  victim.  Allow  me 
to  ask,  where  now  are  those  armies? 
Where  is  that  empire  which  seemed  to 
rest  on  the  pillars  of  the  world,  and  was  to 
be  shaken  only  by  the  convulsions  of  dis- 
solving nature  ?  Sir,  the  hour  of  retribu- 
tion is  at  length  arrived.  He  who  had  no 
mercy  upon  others  is  now  reduced  to  a 
condition  which  may  excite  the  pity  of  his 
most  implacable  enemy.  He  who  has 
made  so  many  miserable  jsnow  condemned 
to  drink  to  the  very  dregs  the  bitter  cup 
of  degradation  and  sorrow.  He  is  thrown 
from  his  elevation,  despoiled  of  bis  glo- 
ries, hunted  from  hill  to  hill,  and  river  to 
river ;  the  props  with  which  he  had  sup- 
ported his  power  are  falling  around  him ; 
he  finds  no  defence  in  the  thrones  behind 
which  he  had  entrenched  his  usurped  do- 
minion, fiy  a  connection  with  ancient 
families,  he  had  hoped  to  clothe  his  new 
greatness  with  something  of  prescriptive 
pomp  and  veneration ;  but  he  tet$  those 
hopes  vanishing  before  him—Austria  re« 
nouncing  his  alliance, — Bavaria  quitting 
his  ranks, — Saxony  torn  from  his  grasp,— 
the  Rhine  itself  anticipating  the  hour  of 
deliverance ;  and  that  hour  will  assuredly 
come.  We  have  the  pledges  of  its  ap- 
proach in  all  that  is  past ;  we  have  the 
pledges  of  its  approach  in  these  brilliant 
achievements,  in  the  last  desperate  strug* 
gles,  in  the  august  spectacle  of  that  day 
when  three  sovereiffn  princes,  fresh  from 
the  hard*fooght  neld  of  victory,  and 
each  at  the  head  of  his  respective  troops, 
entered  the  city  of  Leipsic,  amidst  the  ac- 
clamations of  a  people  whom  they  had 
rescued  from  slavery.  Oh!  day  me- 
morable for  ever !  Oh !  proud  consumma- 
tion of  a  series  of  triumphs !  The  tyrant 
is  humbled,  and  the  freedom  of  Europe  is 
achieved.  We  may  now,  I  think,  venture 
to  make  that  assertion.  We  are  now,  in- 
deedy  too  much  in  contact,  too  close  to 
these  great  events,  justly  to  appreciate 
their  grandeur  and  their  effects ;  for  it  is 
with  these  prodigious  displays  of  moral 

Kwer  as  it  is  with  the  grandeur  and 
Ider  features  of  nature.  It  is  not  till  we 
are  removed  from  their  immediate  vicinity, 
that  we  can  ascertain  their  dimensions, 
and  appreciate  their  real  magnificence. 
Yet  this  we  may  even  now  assert,  that,  in 
the  whole  range  of  modern  history,  there 
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is  nothing  equal  or  secoiid  to  these  acbieve-^i 
ments,  and  that  this  is  one  of  those  eventa 
(of  which  there  are  not  many  in  history), 
which,  taken  singly  and  by  itself,  decides 
the  destinies  of  nations,  and  changes  the 
face  of  the  world.  It  is  true.  Sir,,  that  the 
sufferings  of  humanity  were  long  pro- 
tracted. It  is  true,  that  the  hope  of  mil 
nations  was  at  lenffth  wearied  ont  inlto  m 
dumb  and  listless  despair.  We,  even  we 
ourselves,  began  at  last  to  think  that  there 
could  be  no  propitious  result.  We  almost 
believed  that,  in  favour  of  one  individumt»  , 
the  eternal  laws  of  God  and  nature,' ( laws  ^ 
which,  till  then,  we  had  deemed  etemml) 
were  reversed.  We  almost  imagined  that 
the  lessons  of  moral  wisdom  had  been 
false,  and  that  the  wishes  and  execni* 
tions  of  so  many  millions  exercised  no 
influence  over  the  fates  and  foHnes  of 
their  fellow  man.  But  if  the  day  waa 
delayed,  it  must  be  confessed  that  it 
was  delayed  for  a  terrible  purpose' '  ■ 
that  it  might  concentrate  its  destruc* 
tive  energies,  and  approach  at  last 
with  redoubled  and  accumulated  hor« 
ror.  If  the  suffering^  of  humanity  have 
been  prolonged,  they  were  prolonged, 
that  they  might,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  be  overpaid  in  ample  measure. 
Now,  instead  of  armies  heartless  in  the 
cause,  generals  corrupt  or  incapable,  ao« 
vereigns  blind  to  their  interests  and  their 
fame,  we  see  nobles  and  kings  fighting  ia 
the  ranks — we  see  crowds  of  accomplished 
captains — and  where  we  number  men,  we. 
number  heroes  and  patriots.  .  It  seems,  in- 
deed, if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  as  if  .all 
the  treasures  of  consolation,  all  the  pomp 
and  glory  of  recompense,  were  reserved 
for  this  occasion.  In  this  one  campaign 
is  concentered  the  military  renown  of 
ages.  All  that  is  great,  and  illustrioos, 
and  noble— all  that  is  romantic  in  bravery, 
and  wise  in  counsel — all  that  is  venerable 
in  hereditary  worth,  or  irresistible  in  po- 
pular opinion— the  majesty  of  thrones«-i 
the  grandeur  of  empires— the  transcen- 
dency of  genius — the  omnipotence  of 
mind— all  natural,  all  moral  energies, 
seem  to  be  thrown  together,  crowded  and 
heaped  upon  each  other,  to  form,  as  it 
were,  a  stage,  on  which  a  spectacle  ^at 
once  so  consoling  and  so  tremendous 
miffht  be  exhibited  to  the  eyes  of  an  asto- 
nished world.  While  we  exult  in  thesm 
successes,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  join  in 
bestowing  every  applause  upon  those  by, 
whom  they  have  been  achieved.  I  be- 
lieve it  has  rarely,  if  ever,  happened,  that 
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military  operttiofit  bare  been  carried  on, 
on  BO  vast  a  scale.    It  is  admirable  to  ob- 
8er?e  the  precieion  with  which  they  hare 
been   conduotcd^  the  singular   union  of 
caution  and  enterprise,  the  unexampled 
unanimity  of  design  and  of  execution. 
But  while  we  pay  this  tribute  to  those 
illustrious  men,  let  us  not  separate  from 
that  heroic  society,  the  name  of  him,  who, 
when  aliTe,  formed  one  of  its  brightest 
ornaments.    We  all  remember  that  the 
iosf  of  general  Moreau  seemed  to  throw 
a'' dark  omen  over  the  approaching  cam- 
paign..   Exahed  by  his  exploits  to  the 
first  rank  of  military  commanders,  and 
endeared  to  the  friends  of  freedom  by  his 
principles  and   character,  he   was  sum- 
moneo  from  the  depths  of  the  new  world, 
from  his  exile,  as  if  by  the  universal  voice 
of  EufUpe.    He  obeyed  the  call ;  he  came, 
he  planned ;  he  fell  a  martyr  to  that  cause, 
at  the  Tery  commencement  of  those  ope* 
rations  upon  which  he  had  impressed  the 
atamp  of   his -powerful    genius,  and   io 
which  he  had  communicated  a  principle 
of  success,  which,  though  deranged  for  a 
moDsent,  has,  at  every  sutnequent  period, 
been  acquiring  fresh  strength  and  deve- 
loping new  resources.     Disastrous,  how- 
over,  at  his  death  undoubtedly  was  to  the 
interests  of  Europe,  ihoch  as  it  was  to  be 
deprecated,  as  furnishing  matter  of  exul- 
tation, a  momentary  one  indeed,  but  of 
base  and  malignant  exultation,  to  his  ad- 
versary ;  yet  I  agree  with  the  noble  lord, 
that,  with  respect  to  his  own  glory,  we 
can  scarcely  be  justified  in  regarding  such 
a  death,  as  the  sequel  of  such  a  life,  in 
the  light  of  a  misfortune.    If  indeed  there 
be  any  consolation,  any  triumpb  in  the 
thought  of  the  deep  and  poignant  regret 
of  all  classes  of  men,  then  may  that  craTe 
be  called  his  trophy  of  renown  ;  and  if  it 
was  destined  that  his  death  should  be  pre- 
mature, as  we  shouM  term  it,  I  know  not 
on ^  what  occasion,  in  what  cause  it  could 
have  been  so  gloriously  suflbred. 

Quod  si  immatiira  manebat 
Mors  natiim,  cssis  Volsconmi  millibtis  ante^ 
Ducentem  in  LatiimiTeucros,  cecidisoe  juvabit. 

I  believe  indeed.  Sir,  that  Buonaparte 
himself  most  secretly  envy  a  death  so  in- 
curred and  so  honoured.  I  believe  that 
he  must  somethnes  reflect  with  what  other 
ftnsations  the  intelligence  of  his  own  fiite 
would  have  been  received  by  that  Europe 
which  wept  over  the  fate  of  his  rival,  and 
with  what  different  emotions  after-ages 
will  visit  his  tomb,  on  whatever  soil  It  may 
arise,  and  the.  tomb  of  the  man  whom  be 
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persecuted  while  living,  and  has  intuited 
when  dead.     AUer  we    have  recovered 
from  the  first  impressions  of  the  late  stu^ 
pendous  events,  it  is  natural  to  advert  to 
that  part  of  his  Royal  Highness's  speech, 
in  which  these  events  are  in  part  at  least 
ascribed  to  the  conduct  of  this  country* 
And  certainly^  if  it  be  asked,  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  on  the  continent 
must  be  mainly  attributed  to  our  example 
-^an  example,  indeed,  which  did  not  re* 
quire  success  to  recommend  it ;  but  which 
now,  crowned  as  it  is  with  such  signal  re« 
suits,  muit  be  for  ever  memorable.     If,  at 
the  commencement  of  these  troubles,  wa 
had  shewn  a  dastardly  spirit ;  if  we  had 
betrayed  the  cause  of  freedom  ;  if  we  had 
sunk    under    the  ascendency  of  lawless 
power— where  now  would  have  been  the 
deliverance    of   Europe  ?    where    would 
have  been  the  rallying  ground  on  which 
the  hopes  and  all^ctions  of  an  afflicted 
world  might  gather  themselves,  and  (ind 
refuge?  We  chose  a  nobler  and  bettec 
policy.      Having  ascertained  the  cours# 
which  we  were  destined  to  tread,  we  en« 
tered  upon  it  with  fixed  hearts  and  pre<* 
pared  resolutions— and  in  spite  of  diffi'* 
culty  and  danger,  amidst  the  sound  of 
falling  thrones  and  empires,  we  maintained 
our  inflexible    career;    and    upon  what 
principle  did  we  so  maintain  it  ?  upon  th# 
principle  of  national  independence  ;  upon 
this  principle,  that  opposition  to  lawlest 
aggression  is  at  all  times  a  sacred  duty» 
and  that  the  hope  of  Europe  was  to  bu 
found  only  in  a  vigorous  and  inexorablu 
resistance.     There  will  be   no  prouder 
page  in  history  than  that  which  tells  of 
that  struggle  and   its  victorious  result; 
which  tells,  that  at  a  period  when  the 
foundations  of  the  world  seemed  to  ba 
shaken,  when  all  former  institutions  were 
swept  away,  rather  as  if  by  a  sudden 
whirlwind,  than  by  any  of  the  ordinary 
means  of  destruction,  there  was  yet  una 
nation,  which,  reposing  under  the  shade 
of  a  happy  constitution,  proud  of  iu  aiH 
ctent  liberties,  and  worthy  to  defend  them^ 
dared  to  measure  its  matured  and  disci« 
plined  valour  at  one  time  against  the  un« 
natural  energies  of  a  frantic  democracy, 
at  another  time  against  the  gigantic  re* 
sources  of  the  most  tremendous  despotlsnt 
that  ever  scourged  the  world.     If,  Sir, 
history  afler  this  narration  were  obliged 
to  ad(l,  that  in  this  struggle  at  last  we  fell^ 
but   that    we    fell    gloriously,  with  ouf 
arms  in  our  hands  and  our  faces  to  thu 
foe,  even  this,  would  have  beea.na  mtan 
(D) 
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.'praise;    this    would    have    been    praise 
enouj(h  to  satisfy  the  most  aspiring  na- 
tions of  antiquity ;   it  would  have  been 
praise  enough  to  fill  up  the  warmest  wishes 
of  thai  gallant  and  patriot  band  who  left  it 
to  be  engraved  on-  their  tombs,  that  they 
died  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their 
country.     But,  thank  God,  Sir,   history 
will  be  called,  not  to  lament  the  %11  of 
British  greatness,  but  to  celebrate  its  re- 
newed exploits  and  its  living  triumph^. 
The  conduct  which  we  have  pursued  can 
acquire^indeed  no  accession  of  merit  from 
the  issue  to  which  it  has  led  ;  but  it  is  ta- 
tisfaciory  to  observe  how  admirable  have 
been  its  results.    It  has  kindled  through* 
out  Europe  a  flame  which,  I  trust,  is  un* 
quenchable.     It  is  to  the  theatre  of  these 
contests,  it  is  to  that  soil  which  but  lately 
seemed  incapable  of  producing  a  single 
effort,  that  the  moralist  of  after-ages  will 
resort  for  examples  of  instruction,  when 
he    denounces    the    fall    of   unhallowed 
greatness.    There,  too,  will  the  patriot 
look  for  lessons  of  enthusiasm  and  disin- 
terested virtue*    This  is  the  glorious  fea- 
ture of  the  present  war.-«I  have  heard  it 
observed  of  America,  that  her  conduct  has 
dispelled  those  classical  associations  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  indulge,  of 
republican  virtue  and  republican  excel- 
lence.    That  remark  was  not  more  elo- 
quently than  justly  made.     But  if  we  are 
obliged  to  give  up  that  class  of  associa- 
tions, I    perceive   with  exultation,    that 
there  is  yet,another  class  of  associations  no 
less  sacred  and  venerable,  which  we  may 
DOW  cherish  with  additional  fondness— I 
mean  those  associations  which  enforce  the 
belief  of  instinctive   patriotism,   of    un- 
bidden enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  virtue, 
of  the  grandeur  of  self-devotion,  of  the 
magnanimity  of  great  sacrifices  for  great 
objects,   for    honour,   for   independence. 
We  most  all  recollect  with  wihat  delight 
we  imbibed  these  sentiments  at  the  foun- 
tains of  classical  learning,  and  followed 
them  out   into  action  in  the  history  of 
tfreat  men  and  illustrious  states.     But  of 
late,  and  especially  towards  the  close  of 
the  last  century,  there  seems  to  have  crept 
into  this  nation  a  sort  of  spurious  and 
barren  philosophy,  of  which  it  was  the 
pbject  to  decry  those  associations ;  to  re- 
present them  as  the  illusions  of  ignorance, 
or  frenzy,  or  falsehood ;  to  curb  the  ori- 
ginal play  of  nature;  to  inculcate  cold- 
ness and  selfishness  upon  system ;  and  to 
substitute  in  the  place  of  all  that  formed 
$h%  delight  of  a  higher  philosophy,  a 
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spirit  of  lazy  deliberation,  condoeted  by 
apathy*  and  ending  therefore  in  meanness 
and  dishonour.     It  was  this  philosophy 
which  taught  that  those  ideas  of  excel* 
tence  had  no  antitypes  in  nature.     It  was 
this  philosophy  which  taught  that  it  is  not 
only  more  prudent,  but  more  conformmblt 
to  the  laws  of  our  being,  for  every  man, 
in  time  of  danger,  to  reason  before  he.  fol- 
lowed the  promptings  of  truecoorage,  .to 
make  it  a  matter  of  calculation  whether 
his  country   be  worth  saving  before  he 
draws  the  sword  in  her  defence ;  to  reduce 
it  to  a  question  of  algebra,  or  a  problem 
in   geometry,  whether  he   should   resist 
the  efforts  of  tyranny,  or  bow  before  the 
yoke.    It   must  be   confessed,  that  the 
history  of  the  past  age,  and  especially  the 
sleep  which  seemed  to  have  spread  over 
Europe,  gave  too  much  countenance  to 
these  pernicious  maxims.    But  the  hoar  is 
at  length  come,  which  has  exposed  the 
fallacy  of  these  speculations,  and  resetted 
human  nature  from  these  calumnies.     The 
experience  of  the  few  last  years  has  abo- 
lished, I  trust  for  ever,  that  heartless  and 
bloodless  system,  the  miserable  abortion 
of  a  cold  head  and  depraved  imaginatioi^ 
which  never  waked  one  noble  thought^ 
nor  inspired  one  generous  action.     The 
experience  of  the  few  last  years  has  proved 
that  they  were  not  false  and  visionary*, 
those    high  sentiments  which  we    merm 
taught    to  respect ;    but  that  they  are 
founded    upon  whatever  is  deepest  and 
purest  in  the  human  character.    It  has 
proved,  that  true  reason  is  never  at  war 
with  just  feeling  ;  that  man  is  now  what 
he  was  in  those  distant  ages,  a  creature 
born  indeed  to  act  upon  principle,  but 
born  also  to  act  upon  strong  passions^^ 
and  that  he  never  acts  loore  nobly,  more 
wisely,  more   worthily .  of   himself,  than 
when  he  acts  by  the  prompt  persuasion  of 
grand  passions,  sublimed  and  directed  by 
lofty  principles.     Such,  Sir,  is  the  sitoa* 
tion  in  which  we  are  placed,  and  such  are 
the  prospects  which  we  may  reasonably 
entertain.     If,  amidst  so  many  causes  of 
contentment  and  gratitude,  there  be  any 
circumstance  that  can  excite  regret,  it 
surely  is  that  to  which  bis  Royal  Highness 
has  alluded  in  the  commencement  of  hie 
speech  ;    it  is,  that  our  sovereign  cannot 
share  our  joy  ;  it  is,  that  these  bleuinga 
cannot  be  enjoyed  by  him  whose  exeni» 
plary  virtues  have,  I  believe,  in  no  small 
degree  contributed  to  draw  them  down 
upon  this  nation.     I  cannot  help,  however* 
soiQetimes  indulging  a  hope,  that  in  re^ 
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compence  for  those  virtues,  and  in  return 
to  the  wishes  of  his  sobjects.  that  venera- 
ble personage  may  yet  be  reserved  to 
witness  the  effect  ot  these  exertions  ;  and 
that,  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
world  at  a  time  of  tumult  and  agitation, 
he  may  be  allowed  at  last  the  exquisite 
gratification  of  seeing  that  world  calui 
and  pacific  under  the  effects  of  a  solid 
tranquillity ;  for  this,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, is  the  end  of  all  our  efforts.  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear  that  explicit  declaration 
in  the  Speech  of  his  Royal  Highness.  I 
am  glad  that  it  will  be  resounded  in  the 
ears  of  Europe,  and  may  perhaps  reach 
the  French  people.  We  know  the  sin- 
cerity with  which  we  pursue  that  object. 
We  demand  on  our  part  only  one  condi- 
tion, which  we  consider  as  indispensable, 
«^that  the  peace  shall  be  consistent  with 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  We  concede  to 
Erance,  in  return,  one  condition  which 
abe,  on  her  part,  also  has  a  right  to  make 
indispensable — that  the  peace  shall  be 
consistent  with  her  national  honour. 
Upon  this  basis,  I  should  hope  the  close 
of  hostilities  may  not  be  long  deferred, 
unless,  indeed,  France  should  be  of  opi- 
nion that  there  is  any  thing  incompatible 
between  these  two  conditions.  But,  anx- 
ious as  we  are  to  procure  peace,  let  us 
remember  by  what  means  alone  such  a 
peace  can  be  obtained  as  we  could  safely 
accept.  Let  us  recollect,  that  it  most  not 
be  a  peace  founded  upon  a  compromise  of 
any  great  interest ;  upon  a  dereliction  of 
any  sacred  principles;  the  creature  of 
timidity  on  our  part,  of  insolence  and  arti- 
fice on  that  of  the  enemy.  It  must  be  a 
peace  fotmded  on  mutual  advantage  and 
mutual  confidence*  and  resting  .on  the 
basis  of  social  order,  law,  and  justice. 
Sir,  the  eyes  of  Europe  are  upon  this 
House.  In  our  deliberations  this  session 
are  involved  consequences  the  most  im- 
portant to  humanity.  Let  us  reflect  on 
the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed,  and 
remember,  that,  in  proportion  to  our 
grandeur,  is  the  responsibility  with  which 
we  are  charged.  Let  osf  observe  the 
means  by  which  we  have  attained  this 
high  eminence ;  for  by  those  means  alone 
can  it  be  preserved.  If  we  are  true  to  the 
principles  that  have  made  us  great,  our 
greatness  will  be  as  durable  as  it  is  bril- 
Fianu  As  the  convulsions  are  closing,  it 
is  for  us  to  set  the  tone  of  public  morals 
and  public  virtues.  Now  that  the  gale 
has  passed  away,  let  the  shattered  and 
wrecked  nations  of  the  continent  see,  in 


the  light  of  day,  that  vessel  which  alont 
has  weathered  the  storm  uninjured  and 
undismayed,  and  whose  signal  is  still  fly- 
ing for  the  refuge  of  the  oppressed  and 
the  weak.  Now  that  Europe  is  emerging 
from  those  penal  fires,  let  her  learn  Irom. 
our  example,  what  was  the  spirit  of  those, 
ancient  institutions,  what  the  genius  of' 
that  international  law,  under  the  ruins 
of  which  she  was  almost  overwhelmed  ; 
and  as  she  has  felt,  in  the  excess  of  her 
servitude,  what  are  the  unwearied  efibrts 
of  lawless  power,  let  her  now  feel  what 
are  the  inexhaustible  resources  of  power 
consolidated  by  justice,  and  operating 
only  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  Thus, 
and  thus  only,  can  we  attain  the  object  of 
our  wishes,— -a  peace  which  may  not  only 
increase  our  commerce  and  exalt  our  po- 
litical greatness,  but  shall  also  exalt  our 
national  character ;  a  peace  which  may 
be  productive  of  consequences  interesting 
to  all  nations,  and  rich  with  moral  lessons 
to  regulate  the  destinies  of  remote  ages. 

The  Address  being  then  read  from  the 
Chair,  the  Speaker  was  about  to  put  tha 
question;  when 

Mr.  WhUbread  spoke  nearly  as  follows : 
—I  do  not  rise.  Sir,  with  any  view  to  dis- 
turb the  unanimity  of  the  vote  to  which 
the  House  will  shortly  come  ;  but  rather, 
if  that  were  at  all  necessary,  to  add  my 
cordial  approbation  to  the  Address  moved 
by  the  noble  lord.  There  may,  indeed, 
be  one  or  two  exceptions  to  my  entire  ap- 
proval of  that  Address,  but  they  arc  not  of 
sufficient  weight  to  induce  me  to  dissent 
from  it  in  my  vote.  I  will  freely  own,  I 
did  not  expect,  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  to  find,  in  the  Speech  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  moderm* 
tion  of  sentiment,  and  tiiat  freedom  from 
any  intoxication  of  language  which  it  dis* 
plays ;  and  so  far,  therefore,  the  manner 
of  It  has  my  approbation.  Nor  will  I  be 
betrayed  into  any  debate,  by  touching 
upon  several  topics  introduced  by  the  no* 
ble  lord  who  moved  the  Address,  and  by. 
the  hon.  and  eloquent  member  who  se- 
conded it ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  would 
be  unmanly  in  me,  and  unbecoming  that 
deep  and  rooted  conviction  which  1  feel, 
if  I  did  not  assert  my  firm  disbelief  of  ono 
thing,  in  particular,  that  has  b«en  ad« 
vanced  ;  that  the  deliverance  of  Europe, 
and  the  splendid  events  so  recently 
achieved,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  policy 
begun  by  a  minister  now  no  more,  and  to 
the  following  up  of  that  policy  by  his  suc- 
cessors.   Great,  I  admit,  that  minister  was  ; 
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but  if  the  counsels  of  his  great  advenary 
bad  been  listened  to«  Europe  would  never 
have  been  plunged  into  that  disastrous 
state  from  which  she  now  seems  to  be 
emerging,  nor  would  the  dreadful  carnage 
of  the  prftaent  campaign  have  been  neces- 
sary. So  far  I  feel  it  necessary  to  say, 
from  th«*  honest  conviction  of  my  soul ; 
and  1  al^o  feel  it  necessary  to  say,  that  the 
proud  exultation  of  this  day  is  bailed  by 
no  man  in  this  House,  or  in  the  country  at 
large,  with  more  enthusi  istic  feelings  than 
by  myself.  (Hear,  heai  !)  1  cannot,  how- 
ever, help  adverting  a  little  to  the  tncon- 
listencies  of  the  noble  mover  of  the  Ad- 
'dress,  and  the  seconder  of  it.  We  have 
been  told,  that  Moreau  lived  fur  the  liber- 
ties of  hurope ;  if  be  did  so,  then  has 
Great  Britain  been  fighting  against  the 
liberties  of  Europe :  if,  too,  Bernadotte, 
whose  consumtnate  abilities  I  willingly  ac- 
knowledge, and  to  whom,  for  the  exertion 
of  those  abilities  in  the  way  they  have 
been  exerted,  the  whole  world  is  indebted, 
has,  on  every  ocC'^sion  of  his  life,  fuught 
for  the  liberties  of  Europe ;  then,  I  again 
repeat,  that  Great  Britain  has  been  fight- 
ing against  those  liberties.  Upon  this 
point,  however,  I  will  touch  no  farther, 
than  to  express  my  entire  approbation  of 
the  magnanimity  with  which  the  Prince 
Regent's  ministers  confided  in  the  co-ope- 
ration of  that  periionage  ;  a  magnanimity 
•o  nobly  and  so  amply  rewarded.  1  give 
great  credit  also  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  to  him  who  was  at  the  head  of 
it,  till  removed  by  the  foul  deed  which 
every  one  deplored,  for  the  great  and 
steady  confidence  which  they  placed  in 
the  talents  and  genius  of  our  great  com- 
mander, the  marY|uis  of  Wellington  ;  and 
I  can  assure  the  noble  lord,  I  should  feel 
as  happy  as  he  would,  were  he  now  among 
us  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour,  and  to 
detail,  with  that  eloquence  which  was  pe- 
culiar to  him,  the  splendid  successes  which 
have  resulted.  Upon  the  question  of  the 
American  war,  it  is  well  known  that  I 
differ  from  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  Prince  Regent's  Speech;  yet  not  suf- 
ficiently to  induce  me  to  di^urb  the  nna- 
mmity  with  which  I  wish  to  see  the  Ad- 
dress carried.  But  I  am  particularly  glad 
to  observe  the  explicit  terms  of  that 
Speech,  in  which  it  is  distinctffy  avowed, 
that  no  disposition  is  enteruined  to  require 
iforo  France  sa'-rifices  of  any  description 
inconsistent  with  her  honour  or  just  pre- 
tentions as  a  nation.  I  sincerely  hope  this 
fteling  penrtdei  ike  whole  alliaoce  i  ao 
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alliance  with  which  I  am  not  Incliiiad  to 
quarrel,  as  I  have  been  with  former  6Bet  } 
for  it  is  promoted  and  cemented  by  a  feel« 
ing  of  common  danger  and  necessity,  and 
not  purchased  and  raised  up  to  oppress 
France.  It  has  arisenWrom  the  keen  mad 
indignant  sentiment  which  the  grinilifi|| 
oppression  of  France  herself  has  excited, 
and  it  holds  out  a  memorable  leisdn  to  the 
governments  of  Europe.  France,  in  the 
course  of  her  career  since  the  Revolottoe, 
disturbed  and  overthriew  the  ancient  nM>» 
narchies,  upon  the  pretext  of  their  tyranny 
and  des|M>tism';  but  when  those  sfalaa 
passed  under  the  power  of  Prance,  wIm> 
was  to  liberate  them,  they  found  them* 
selves  subjected  to  a  despotism  still  more 
odious,  to  a  thraldom  still  more  insopporl* 
able.  The  emperor  of  that  cetmtry  is  at 
this  moment  in  a  condition  to  vrbich,  I 
firmly  believe,  nothing  but  his  own  restless 
and  gig-antic  ambition  could  have  reduced 
him.  1  hope  the  alliance  will  profit  freai 
this.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know,  for,  in* 
deed,  1  have  not  heard,  what  were  llM 
terms  of  pacification  proriosed  to^France 
before  the  termination  of  the  armistice; 
but  I  sincerely  hope  that  now,  in  the  mo* 
ment  of  success,  the  same  terms  will  atiH 
be  oft'ered.  (A  general  murmur  throtigli  the 
House).  I  am  not  surprised  at  hearin|^ 
this  murmur:  perhaps  I  am  misunder* 
stood  ;  what  1  mean  to  say  is,  and  that  I 
will  maintain,  that  whatever  terms  ma]f 
have  been  proposed  to  France  at  that 
time,  as  a  basis  upon  which  negociatiena 
for  peace  might  take  place,  I  hope  the 
same  basis  will  now  be  oflered,  or  else  I 
see  no  conclusion  to  which  the  war 


come. 

There  are  some  topics  of  domestic  pa* 
licy,  which  I  cannot  but  wish  the  noble 
lortl  (Castlereagh)  had  advised  the  Prince 
Regent  to  touch  upon  in  the  coarse  of  the 
Speech.  With  regard  to  the  aid  and  as* 
sistance  which  are  to  be  aflR>rded  to  the 
alliance  by  this  country,  I  think  they 
should  have  no  other  limit  but  the  |fower 
and  resources  of  the  country  itself  (He8r# 
hear !) :  to  the  utmost  we  can  go,  with  safety 
to  ourselves,  to  that  extent  ^\ould  1  wish  Ul 
see  supply  afforded.  But  I  also  wish,  tbat^ 
in  the  moment  of  prosperity  and  extika* 
tion,  some  notice  had  been  taken  of  the 
sufferings  of  a  very  large  class  of  our  omi 
people,  whose  condition  occt]pied  tbe  se« 
riou<«  attention  of  this  House  during  the 
last  session  ;  and  I  wish  it  the  mora,  9ir» 
in  consequence  of  a  speech  which  has  been 
attributed  to  youi  ts  bibhig  dtelittttd  it 
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the  bar  of  the  House  of  LarfiB  at  the  close 
of  that  •etsion.  The  present  moment, 
when  we  are  imperiously  called  upon  to 
pot  forth  all  our  strength  and  all  our  re- 
sources as  a  nation*  is  one  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Claims.  They  ought  to  be  attended 
lo«  from  oiotif  es  of  policy  as  well  as  justice ; 
they  are  an  important  class  of  people; 
Important  from  tneir  numbers — important 
from  their  ▼alour—- important  from  the 
energy  which  their  cordial  union  would 
give  to  our  national  exertions.  I  hope, 
therefore,  their  cause,  so  well  begun  last 
•ession,  will  be  prosperously  concluded 
this ;  that  they  will  be  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  and  rights  of  the  constitution ; 
and  thus  prove,  that  you,  Sir,  in  the  speech 
you  delivered,  if  reported  rightly,  were 
an  unauthorized  and  unauthenticated  ex- 
positor of  the  feelings  and  views  of  this 
House.  With  these  views  of  the  present 
posture  of  affiiirs,  I  shall  give  my  support 
to  the  Address  moved  by  the  noble  lord  : 
the  existing  administration  are  entitled,  I 
think,  to  every  praise ;  and  if,  by  a  wish, 
it  were  possible  for  me  to  create  any 
change  in  the  Prince  Regent's  ministers, 
except,  perhaps,  to  increase  a  little  their 
strength  on  the  question  I  have  just  al- 
luded to,  that  wish  should  he  unformed : 
I  do  not  desire  to  see  one  of  them  dis- 
placed, seeing  what  measures  are  in  pro* 
gress,  and  relying  upon  the  moderation  of 
their  views,  in  endeavouring  to  accom- 
plish a  general  and  lasting  peace. 

The  i^a4^.— Before  1  state  the  ques- 
tion, I  hope  I  may  be  permitted,  as  so 
strong  an  allusion  has  been  made  to  the 
speecn  I  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Lnrds.  last  session,  to  say,  that  if  that 
speech  should  be,  at  any  time,  taken  into 
Consideration  by  this  House,  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  ^he  Hou«e  that  what  1  did 
ity  was  perfectly  justified  and  warranted. 

Mr.  9r,  l¥ynne  expressed  his  entire  con- 
currence with  the  Address ;  and  he  trusted 
that  those  parts  of  Europe  which  had  been 
so  long  held  down  by  the  tyranny  of 
France  would  now  have  an  opportaniiy  of 
restormg  themselves.  For  hinr^lf,  he 
felt  peculiar  satisfaction  in  the  defalcation 
of  the  coerced  troops  of  Buonaparte,  even 
in  the  very  day  of  battle :  ha  drew  the 
happiest  augury  from  that  fact.  It  shewed 
m  oistrust  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  spread 
from  one  battalion  to  another,  and  per- 
iaded  the  whole  army.  He  expressed 
his  entire  approbation  of  the  'SentimenU 
ot  moderation  disptajred  in  the  cottclosion 


of  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech;  and 
hoped  that  the  continental  powers  would 
continue  united,  till  a  general  peace,  and 
the  restoration  of  the  balance  of  power  Ip 
Europe,  were  accomplished. 

The  Address  was  then  carried,  nan.  ioiL 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  it 
accordingly. 

Tmx  SfEAKCs's  Speech.  ]  Lord  Morpeth. 
— 1  rise.  Sir,  to  inform  the  House,  that  on 
an  early  day  after  the  recess  1  shall  sub- 
mit a  motion  upon  certain  passages  in 
your  Speech,  delivered  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Lord  OoMtlereagh  wished  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  named  so  distant  a  period;  as, 
if  the  Chair  had  transgressed  the  line  of  its 
duty,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  discussed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Lord  Morpeth  replied,  that  he  could  not 
well  name  an  earlier  day  :  as  many  mem- 
bers were  absent,  and  especially  those  be* 
longing  to  the  country  whic)i  the  nobla 
lord  represented,  and  who  were  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  B.  Baiburst  was  proceeding  to  ar- 
S(ue  upon  the  question  itself,  when  Mr. 
Tierney  called  him  to  order,  for  indulging 
in  a  course  of  proceeding  which  could 
only  lead  to  a  premature  debate,  and  Would 
be  productive  of  perpetual  inconvenience. 
The  notice  was  then  entered  accordingly  ; 
after  which  the  Hotise  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMON& 

Pruimft  ^km»  ^• 
Aiiswxa   OP    Lieut.   GE!«EtAt   Abee* 

CEOMBT  TO  THE   VOTE  OP  TraNKS.]      Mr. 

speaker  acquainted  the  House,  that  be 
had  rereired  from  lieot.  general  the  hon. 
John  Abercromby,  the  following  letter,  in 
return  to  the  thanks  of  this  House,  signi- 
fied to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedience 
to  their  commands  of  the  10th  of  January 
1812. 

"Bombay,  1st  Nov.  1812. 
*'  Sir ;  I  do  myself  the  honotir  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of 
the  I4ih  of  January  last,  conTeyinff  to 
me  the  unanimous  Thanks  of  the  Com* 
mons  of  the  United  Khigdom  for  the  coo- 
quest  of  the  island  of  Mauritius,  and  de* 
siring  me  to  communicase  to  major  gene- 
ral Warde,  and  S9  the  officers,  non-com- 
misstoned  officers^  and  privata  soldiers, 
employed  on  that  occasion^  the  high  senaa 
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'QDtertaikied  of  their  gallant  and  meritorious 
exertions. 

"  The  leading  wish  of  my  heart  has 
been  to  devote  myself  to  the  service  of  my 
country ;  and  I  beg  you.  Sir,  to  assure  the 
House  of  Commons  that  I  receive  this  dis- 
tinguished mark  of  its  approbation  with 
the  liveliest  emotions  of  pride  and  grati- 
tude ;  for  a  British  soldier  must  ever  con- 
sider the  applause  of  his  country  to  be  the 
highest  reward  that  can  be  bestowed  upon 
him. 

"  I  have  had  the  greatest  satisfaction 
in  communicating  to  major  general  Warde, 
and  to  the  gallant  army  1  had  the  good 
fortune  to  command,  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  approbation  of 
their  professional  skill,  discipline,  and 
bravery ;  and  I  can  venture  to  assure  you. 
Sir,  that  they  will  be  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  distinguished  honour 
which  has  been  conferred  upon  them. 

*'  Allow  me.  Sir,  to  e^cpress  my  obliga- 
tions to  you  for  the  very  flattering  terms 
in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  add  to 
the  high  gratification  I  derive  from  the 
Thanks  of  the  honourable  House,  by  the 
ofter  of  your  pergonal  congratulations.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  John  Abercrombt» 
"  Lieutenant  General." 

"  To  the  right  hon.  Charles 
Abbot,  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  &c.  &c.  &c.'' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
the  usual  Grand  Committees  for  Religion, 
Trade,  and  Justice. 

The  usual  Standing  Orders  of  the  House 
were  also  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  Compton  brought  up  the  Report 
of  the  Address;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Upon  the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  it 
was  ordered  that  it  be  presented  to  bis 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  by  the 
whole  House. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday^  Nov,  6. 

The  House  met  about  half  past  one; 
and  shortly  afterwards,  having  first  ad- 
journed, went  up  in  procession  to  present 
the  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent. 


HOUSE  OF  COMBIONS. 

Saturday,  Nov,  6. 
PxiMCB  bco&NT's  Speech.]     Mr.  Van- 


Treaties  qf  Alliance*  ^1 

sittart  moved,  accqrding  to  notice,  that 
the  Prince  Regent's  Speech  be  takeu  into 
consideration. 

Such  part  of  the  Speech  as  relates  to 
the  supplies  being  read, 

Mr*  Vansittart  moyed  as  a  Resolution, 
"  That  a  supply  be  granted  to  hit  Mar 
jesty." — Agreed  to, 

Mr*  Vansittart  then  moved,  that  this  re« 
solution  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Lord  Castlereagh  having  .informed  .  the 
House  that  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  had  signified  his  pleasure  to  re* 
ceive  the  Address  at  three  o'clock,-  the 
House  adjourned  to  Monday ;  and  the 
Speaker,  accompanied  by  many  memberat 
proceecied  to  Carlton  House  with  the  Ad^ 
dress. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  Nov,  8. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  from  the  wool- 
sack, read  the  Answer  of  his  royal  high*. 
ness  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  Address  of 
their  lordships,  presented  by  the  whole 
House  on  Saturday  ;  declaring  his  BU>yal 
Higbness's  satisfaction  at  the  sentiments 
therein  contained,  and  expressing  his 
hope,  under  Divine  Providence,  in  coo- 
junction  with  his  illustrious  allies,  and  the 
support  of  parliament,  of  bringing  the 
arduous  contest  in  which  they  were  ,en* 
gaged  to  a  safe  and  honourable  termina- 
tion. 

His  Royal  Highness's  most  ffraciooa. 
Answer  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  the. 
Journals.  Their  lordships  then  adjoamed 
during  pleasure. 

Treaties  of  Alliance.]  About  five 
o'clock  the  House  resumed. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  laid  on  the  table« 
by  command  of  the  Prince  Regent,  certain 
Conventions  concluded  between  this  coun- 
try and  our  allies.  There  were  two  sup* 
plementary  conventions  concluded  wit^ 
the  emperor  of  Russia  and  the  king  of 
Prussia  (for  the  fulfilment  of  objects  re* 
ferred  to  in  the  former  treaties),  of  which 
the  ratifications  had  not  yet  been  ex- 
changed ;  but,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  with  reference  to  the  details,  he 
would  move  an  humble  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  praying  his  Royal  High* 
ness  to  order  the  substance  of  those  two 
conventions  to  be  laid  before  the  House* 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Victories  or  thb  Ptbenees-— Capture 
OP  St.  Sebastian,  &c]    Earl    Baihurst 
otMerved,  ihat  when  he  last  had  the  ho- 
nour of  addressing^  the  House*  it  was  on 
the  glorioas  Tictory  gained  by  the  marquis 
of  Wellington  at  Vittoria ;  and  the  -conse- 
quences he   then   anticipated    from    the 
splendid  result  of  that  action  had  happily 
been    verified.      Buonaparte    no   sooner 
heard   of  our    army   having  passed   the 
£bro,  than  he  appointed  Soult,  with  extra- 
ordinary powers  as  Lieutenant  d'Empereur, 
and  that  marshal,  having  been  reinforced 
by  the  division  under  Claosel,  and  other 
troops,  advanced  on  the  25th  of  July,  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  us  from  oaf  posi- 
tions. His  lordship  then  proceeded  shortly 
to  detail  the  operations  up  to  the  30th, 
when    the  French  were  completely   re- 
pulsed, and  from  the  effects  of  which  they 
were  unable  to  recover.     Soult  had  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  not  only  of 
relieving  Pamplona  and  St.  Sebastian,  but 
also  of  driving  our  army  across  the  Ebro; 
but  the  defeat  he  then   experienced  not 
only  completely  frustrated  all  his  projects, 
but  the   French   army  was    more    com- 
pletely disorganised  than    even    by   the 
battle  of  Vittoria.      His  lordship  then  ad- 
verted to  the  capture  of  St.  Sebastian,  and 
took  the  opportunity  of  noticing  a  fool 
calumny  upon  our  troops  that  had  been 
published  in  the  Spanish  papers,  charging 
them  with  committing  the  grossest  out- 
rages upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
This  calumny,  which  was  to  be  attributed 
to  French  partizam  in  Spain,  who  circu- 
lated these  libels  upon  the  specious  pre- 
tence of  a  jealousy  of  foreign  interference, 
was  wholly   false.     That  some  excesses 
might  be  committed  in  a  town  taken  by 
atorm,    after    a  most  obstinate  defence, 
might  readily  be  imagined;  but  no  one 
could  for  a  moment  believe,  that  the  de- 
liberate cruelties  in  this  publication  stated 
to  have  been  practised,  had  been  commit- 
ted by  our  troops.     Sir  Thomas  Graham 
was  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  nearly  a  month  after- 
wards;  and  no  complaint  whatever  was 
made  to  him  by  the  authorities  of  St.  Se- 
bastian, or  by  the  inhabitants,  of  any  out- 
rages having  been  committed.     We  were 
charged  with  having  committed  sacrilege 
in  their  churches,  and  plundered  them  of 
the  plate ;  but  was  it  to  be  believed,*  that 
the  French,  who  had  uniformly,  in  every 
town,    carried    off  the   plate    from    the 
churches,,  would  have  made  St.  Sebastian 
a  solitary  exception;  or  thai,  when  they  j 
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had  converted  the  churches  of  that  towa 
(as  was  the  fict)  into*  barracks,  stables, 
and  hospitals,  they  would  have  suffered 
the  plate  to  remain  on  the  communion 
tables?  The  charge  was  utterly  fislses— 
equally  false  was  the  allegation,  that  our 
troops  were  occupied  in  plundering  the 
town,  at  the  moment  they  might,  by  fol- 
lowing up  the  enemy,  have  captured  the 
castle.    The    fact  was,  that    our  troops 
did  follow  up  the  enemy,  with  the  view 
of    capturing   the     castle,  and  suffered 
much  in    the  unsuccessful  attempt;  the 
9th   regiment,  in  particular,  suffered  se- 
verely ;  and  it  was  actually  found  necea* 
sary  to  reprove  some  of  the  officers,  for 
not  checking  the  troops  in  attempting  that 
which  was  impracticable.  The  last  charge 
against  us  was,  that  of  setting  fire  to  the 
town.    This  also  was  utterly  false ;  so  far 
from    it,    that   repeated    representations 
having  been  made  to  sir  Thomas  Graham, 
of  the  expediency  of  bombarding    the 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  its  sur- 
render, by  the  consternation  which  would 
be  thus  occasioned  ;    he  at  length  trans- 
mitted them  to  lord  Wellington,  and  hit 
lordship  sent  sixteen  mortars ;   but  with 
express  directions,  that  they  should  not  be 
used  so  as  to  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  only 
four  of  them  were  used  in  the  direction  of 
the   attack  upon    the    works  during   the 
whole  siege.    It  was  not  our  interest  te 
set  fire  to  the  town,  but  it  was  that  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  the  fact  was,  that  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  entrance  of  our  troops 
into  it,  the  flames  burst* out  in  several 
places  at  the  same  time.    The  only  part 
of  the  charges  to  which  he,  on  the  part  of 
the    troops    employed   at  S^   Sebastian, 
pleaded   guilty,  was,  that  of  saving  the 
lives  of  600  of  the  enemy.     When  our 
soldiers  entered  the  town,  smarting  ouder 
the  efiects  of  a  most  obstinate  and  protract* 
ed  resistance,  surrounded  by  the  fire  which 
was  consuming  the  town,  and  scorched  by 
the  flames,  600  of  the  enemy's  soldiers^ 
unable  to  escape,  flung  down  their  arms^ 
and  threw  themselves  upon  our  mercy. 
Our  troops  certainly  were  merciful  enough 
to  grant  them  their  lives ;  an  act  which 
was  sanctioned  by  their  officers,  and  which 
was  not,  nor  had  been  since,  objected  to 
by  sir  Thomas  Graham.     This  therefore 
was    the  only  |>art  of  these  charges    to 
which  truth  was  attached.     His  lordship 
then   shortly  adverted  to  the  subsequent 
operations  (highly  praising  the  conduct  of 
the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  troops),  end* 
ing  in  the  establishment  of  our  army  is 
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the  French  territory*  which  he  attted  to 
be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  perfect* 
ing  a  line  of  defence,  and  of  enabling  lord 
Wellington  to  watch  the  operations  of  the 
«neniy,  while  he  could  conceal  his  own. 
From  this  lituation  the  Spaniard!  could 
look  down  upon  Bayonne,  where  their  so- 
vereign bad  been  treacheroOsly  made  pri- 
aoner,  and  the  crown  given  to  a  foreigner ; 
and  from  whence  the  French  army  march- 
ed to  complete,  as  they  imagined,  the  con- 
quest of  Spain,  commenced  in  treachery 
mnd  fraud.  What  a  difference  might  now 
be  contemplated  in  the  return  of  the 
wreck  of  that  army,  beaten  and  discom- 
fited, to  the  same  city.  In  thus  reviewing 
our  successes  in  the  peninsula,  be  could 
not  but  recal  to  their  lordships'  recollec- 
tion the  share  that  Britain  had  bad  in 
bringing  about  the  glorious  events  which 
had  occurred  in  Europe,  and  which 
had  at  length  opened  a  prospect  of 
its  attaining  that  independence,  which 
had  been  so  long  and  anxiously  looked 
for.  If  this  country  had  in  one  respect 
contributed  more  than  another  to  the 
glorious  results  that  had  at  length  been 
achieved,  it  was  not  so  much  in  the  ez" 
lent  of  our  exertions  (for  these  had  been 
equalled  by  others,  and  by  one  country 
exceeded) ;  it  was  not  so  much  in  the  skill 
of  our  officers  and  the  gallantry  of  our 
Iroops  (for,  after  the  splendid  victories 
ibat  had  been  recently  obtained,  we  could 
only  say,  that  the  exploits  of  our  own  great 
Captain  had  not  been  sarpasied) ;  it  was 
not  in  the  extent  of  our  privations  (for  in 
this  respect,  God  be  thanked!  we  had 
been  saved  from  this  sad  pre-eminence) ; 
but  it  was  in  our  perseverance  in  the  con- 
test in  the  peninsula  under  every  circum- 
stance,  however  unfavourable;  in  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  we  persisted  in  main- 
taining even  a  comer  of  it,  until  cireum- 
■tances  fed  to  more  auspicious  events ;  and 
thereby  holding  out  a  clear  and  bright 
flame  amid  the  darkness  that  overspread 
the  natives  of  Europe,  which  soon  rose 
into  a  pillar  of  fire.to  light  them  on  their 
way  to  security,  independence,  and  peace. 
His  lordship  concluded  by  moving,  that 
the  **  Thanks  of  this  House  be  civen  to 
Field  Marshal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington, 
K.  G.  for  the  consummate  ability,  and  the 
admirable  skill  and  valour,  displayed  by 
him  in  the  operations  by  which  the  enemy 
were  compelled  to  abandon  the  western 
provinces  of  Spain,  and  the  allied  army 
enabled  to  establish  itself  on  the  frontier 
of  France/' 

'    I 


The  Earl  of  Daruley  said,  that  ha  did 
not  rise  with  the  vain  hope  of  adding  any 
thing  to  the  eloquent  address  which  ha^ 
been  delivered  by  the  noble  lord  who 
preceded  him  ;  but  he  was  anxiooa  to 
bear  his  testimony  to  the  illustrious  merita 
of  the  gallant  commander  who  led  tho 
combined  forces  in  the  peninsula.  Ho 
was  desirous,  in  a  few  words,  of  adverting 
to  the  wise  as  well  as  gallant  defence  of 
Portugal  by  that  great  general,  which  had 
been  productive  of  such  magnificent  ef* 
fects.  His  noble  forbearance,  prudence, 
and  perseverance,  as  well  as  consummato 
military  talent  in  the  field,  had  been  in  a 
great  peasure  the  cause  of  the  splendid 
result  which  followed.  He  was  perhaps 
the  only  man  who  could  have  bronght  the 
contest  to  such  an  issue;  and  to  hia  ex- 
ample in  the  peninsula,  those  splendid 
successes  which  had  since  crowned  tho 
arms  of  the  allies  in  the  north  might  be 
traced.  In  this  great  triumpli  of  lord 
Wellington,  the  speech  which  had  been 
so  recently  delivered  from  the  tjirone, 
and  which  had  been  received  with  such 
universal  concurrence  and  applaose,  bo 
thought,  was  liable  to  one  objection,  it 
would  have  become  the  government  of 
the  country  to  have  recommended,  in  tho 
speech  from  the  throne,  a  further  provi^ 
sion  for  the  marquis  of  Wellingtofiy  in* 
stead  of  the  paltry  allowance  which  -had 
been  given  last  year,  and  which  was  to- 
tally inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  station  which  the  gallant  individual  in 
question  must  now  hold  in  thecoantry. 
His  lordship  also  complained  of  a  want  of 
due  attention  to  the  erecting  of  moni»' 
ments  to  commemorate  the  iltustrioosoc* 
tions  of  such  men  as  lord  WelKngton» 
and  others  who  had  eminently  dietiok 
guisbed  themselves  in  the  service  of  tbair 
country.  If  one  half  the  money  whidk 
had  been  lavished  in  useless  public  wcHrke^ 
had  been  applied  to  this  great  nationat 
object,  it  would  have  formed  an  ompio 
fund  for  that  purpose.  He  trusted,  tiMI 
the  matters  to  which  he  had  adverted,  do* 
served,  and  would  meet  with,  serious  con* 
sideration  from  those  who  held  the  OMMl 
prominent  situations  in  the  goverhOMBt;. 
He  expressed  his  most  cordial  concurronoo 
in  the  motion. 

Lord  Bathmrtt  next  moved  the  thanka 
of  tlie  House  to  general  Graham,  for  tiM 
skill  and  gallantry  which  he  dijiplayed  in^ 
and  subsequent  to,  the  battle  of  Vittorio  ; 
and  particularly  for  the  ability  and  skill 
which  ho  had  manifested  in  the  siege  ami 
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ciapture  of  St.  SeitattianV  He  bad  been 
ipdaced  to  propose  a  leparaie  motion  of 
tbanks  to  sir  T.  Graham,  on  account  of 
the  pecnliar  circumstances  under  which 
be  had  retired;  carrying  with  him  the  ad- 
ipiration  and  affection  of  all  those  who 
knew  hiffk,  or  had  seen  or  heard  of  his 
Goadact  aa  a  general,  after  having  in  such 
a  distingoifbed  situation  led  the  armies  of 
his  country  with  such  splendid  ability, 
gaUaxKry,  and  success. 

The  thanks  of  the  House  were  then 
moved  (o  sir  Rowland  Hill,  and  the  other 
officers,  non-commissioned  oOQcers,  and 
troops,  British,  Spanish,  and  ForMigu^e  : 
alt  these  were  agreed  to,  n^m,  din* 
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HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

3Ionday,  November  8. 

ANswibR  TO  ApoRESs.]  Mr.  Speaker 
reported  to  the  House^  that  the  House 
attended  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  on  Saturday  last  with  their  Ad* 
dress;  to  which  his  Royal  Highness  was 
pleased  to  give  this  most  gracious  An- 
swer: 

'*  Gentlemen, 

"  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  Address. 

"  The  sentiments  it  breathes,  and  the 
assurances  of  support  which  it  contains, 
are  such  as  become  the  Commons  of  a 
great  empire  to  carry  to  the  throne  at 
such  a  moment  as  the  present. 

"  The  meanit  which  you  are  determined 
to  place  at  my  disposal  shall  be  employed, 
under  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  I 
trust  successfully,  in  the  great  cause  of 
national  indeptrndence ;  and  I  indulge 
the  confident  expectation  that,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  great  alliance  which  has 
at  length  so  happily  been  formed,  Europe 
may  look  forward  lo  the  attainment  of  a 
solid  and  honourable  peace." 

BoKouGU  OF  Hellestone.]  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bankes,  the  Clerk  having 
read  from  the  Journals  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  search  the  Lords' 
Journals  on  the  subject  of  the  Heilestune 
Jilection ; 

JVlr.  Jkmkes  observed,  that  the  circum* 
gtances  attendant  on  the  Bill  of  last  ses- 
sion for  securing  purity  of  election  in  the 
borough  of  HelUUtone  must  be  fr^^sh  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House.  Having 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  had 
been  carried  to  the  House  of  Lords  at  a 
period  not  ion^  before  the  termination  of 
the  session.     This  it  was,  perhaps,  which 
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prevented  any  proceeding  from  being  had 
in  the  Lords  on  the  subject ;  as  it  was  well 
known,  that  on  such  questions  each  House 
preferred  taking  evidence  itself,  to  relying 
on  the  evidence  afforded  in  the  other; 
and  there  was  not  time  for  examining  in 
the  House  of  Lords  the  necessary  evidence 
in  the  case  to  which  ^e  alluded.  For  that 
and  other  re^isons  he  was  desirous  of  thoa 
early  calling  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject.  Whatever  doubt  might 
haveezbted  as  to  the  best  mode  of  altering 
the  constitution  of  the  borough,  no  objec* 
tion  had  been  made  in  any  quarter  to  the- 
proper  mode  of  taking  parliamentary  no* 
tice  -^  the  corruption  which,  having  crept 
into,  thu  borough  of  Hellestone,  had  so 
long  maintained  itself  there,  and  of  the 
expediency  of  putting  an  end  to  it  with  all 
ppsfible  expedition.  Anticipating  there* 
fore  no  objection  to  his  proposition,  be 
woold  proceed  without  farther  preface  to 
move.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  e 
Bill  to  secure  purity  of  elec^on  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Hellestone. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  heartily  seconded 
the  motion;  declaring,  that  in  his  opinion 
no  case  called  more  loudly  for  the  inter* 
ference  of  the  legislature  than  that  of  the 
borough  of  Hellestone;  the  corruption 
and  profligacy  of  which  bad  been  carried 
on  so  long,  that  those  who  were  guilty  of 
that  corruption  and  profligacy  were 
scarcely  sensible  of  the  crimes  they  com* 
mitted. 

Th&  Speaker's  Speech.]  Mr.  (?.  H* 
Sumner,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  which  he 
gave  on  Saturday,  rose  to  make  a  motion ; 
the  adoption  of  which  could  not,  in  b^f 
opinion,  be  postponed*  consistently  w'nk 
the  dignity  oif  the  House,  and  of  the  righ( 
hon.  gentleman  who  sat  in  the  chair,  la 
the  present  stage  of  the  busioe^,  there 
was  but  one  ftep  which  he  thought  it  pos^ 
sible  to  t^ke ;  namely,  to  endeavour  to 
put  the  House  in  po^ession  of  the  doco^ 
ment  on  which  a  noble  lord  (Morpeth) 
had  intimated  that  his  observations  would 
be  made.  Those,  on  the  one  hand,  who 
thought  with  tike  nohle  lord,  that  the 
speech  made  by  the  Speaker  at  the  bar  of 
the  Home  of  Lords,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  contained  matter  liable  to 
animadversion,  and  those,  on  the  other, 
who  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  free  from 
blame,  or  even  entitled  to  praise,  must 
equally  feel  the  impi>sslbility  of  di«cu»>Mqg 
the  hubject,  until  an  uutUennc  copy  of  the 
speech  itself  should  be  on  tb^  table.    At* 
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though  certainly  it  could  not  be  consider- 
ed an  oflicial  document,  yet  it  had  not 
been  unusual  in  that  House,  under  similar 
circumstances,  to  more  that  Mr.  Speaker 
be  desired  to  print  any  speech  which  he 
had  so  delirered.  That  was  the  course 
which  he  intended  to  adopt  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  might  be  expected,  that  he 
ahould  open  to  the  House  the  ulterior 
▼iews  which  he  might  entertain  on  the 
production  of  the  document.  On  this 
subject  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  put- 
ting several  questions  to  the  noble  lord 
who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  after  the 
recess ;  and  on  the  answers  to  those  ques- 
tions would  depend  the  line  of  conduct 
which  he  should  prescribe  for  himself. 
.  From  the  known  candour  and  liberality 
of  that  noble  lord,  both  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  be  had  no  doubt  that  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  inform  the  House,  whether 
the  observations  which  he  had  declared  it 
was  his  intention  to  make  on  the  Speech 
of  the  Speaker  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  tended  to  criminate  the  Speaker, 
either  by  imputing  to  him  that  he  had 
acted  without  precedent  in  expoundiifg 
the  opinions  of  that  House,  or,  admitting 
that  he  had  followed  precedent,  by  charg- 
ing him  with  an  unfaithful  exposition  of 
that  opinion.  If  either  of  these  objects 
was  that  of  the  noble  lord,  then,  identi- 
fied as  the  honour  and  purity  of  the 
Speaker's  character  were  with  the  dignity 
of  their  proceedings,  it  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  imperative  on  the  House  to  enter 
6n  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of  the 
case  at  a  period  much  earlier  than  that 
fixed  by  the  noble  lord.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  noble  lord  had  no  other  object 
in  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice, than  to  make  it  a  vehicle  for  remark 
on  the  motives  which  had  induced  the 
House  to  reject  the  Catholic  Bill,  thereby 
indirectly  involving  a  re- consideration  of 
the  Catholic  Question,  it  was  a  matter  of 
indilGFerence,  whether  the  subject  should 
be  discussed  at  present,  or  at  the  period 
fixed  on  by  the  noble  lord,  who  had  in- 
deed assigned  as  the  cause  of  delay  of  his 
motion  the  absence  of  the  members  of  the 
•ister  country,  who  were  most  nearly  in- 
terested in  the  decision  of  that  question. 
For  his  part,  he  conceived  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Irish  members  to  be  present 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session.  If 
the  object  of  the  noble  lord  was  that  which 
he  had  first  described,  the  House  ought 
not  to  wait  for  their  arrival  ;  if  his  object 
l_     iras  merely  the  indirect  revival  of  the  Ca- 
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tholic  Question,  then  it  might  be  desirable 
to  postpone  the  discussion  until  those 
could  attend  who  would  be  disposed  to 
take  so  large  a  share  in  it.  Trusting  that 
the  House  would  grant  him  the  indul- 
gence of  making  any  farther  remarks 
which  the  reply  of  the  noble  lord  might 
render  necessary,  he  would  now  content 
himself  with  moving — "That  Mr. Speaker 
be  desired  to  print  the  Speech  by  him 
made  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re« 
gent  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
Thursday  the  22nd  of  July,  1813,  on  pre- 
senting the  Money  Bill,  which  then  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent.'' 

As  the  Speaker  was  reading  the  motion, 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  hon.  mover  meant  that  the  Speech 
should  be  printed  with  the  votes,  or  merely 
for  the  information  of  the  House  ?  If  (he 
former,  it  should  be  recollected,  that  that 
was  always  considered  as  a  mark  of  appro- 
bation, and  he  was  sure  the  hon.  mover 
did  not  mean  that  the  Speech  of  the 
Speaker  should  be  approved  until  it  had 
been  considered.  If  it  was  intended  merely 
to  print  the  Speech  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting it  into  the  hands  of  members,  to  that 
proposition  no  objection  could  apply. 

Mr.  Sumner  was  proceeding  to  explain 
his  object,  when 

Mr.  Bathurst  observed,  that  there  was  no 
question  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  motion; 
upon  which 
'  Mr.  Sumner  said,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  that  his  sol^  and  exclusive  ob- 
ject was,  to  bring  before  the  House  the 
document  on  which  a  noble  member  had 
declared  it  to  be  his  intention,  at  a  future 
period,  to  observe.  He  repeated,  that  this 
step  appeared  to  him  to  be  called  for  by 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  parliament.  At 
the  same  time,  it  would  be  but  fair  and 
candid  to  add,  that,  in  conformity  to  usage 
on  such  occasions,  the  Speech  must  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journals  of  the  House.  That 
proceeding,  however,  would  by  no  means 
imply  the  approbation  of  the  House  of  its 
contents. 

Mr., Bankes  expressed  himsejf  to  be  dis- 
tinctly of  the  same  opinion.  It  was  not 
to  be  inferred,  because  the  ordinary  mode 
of  inserting  the  Speech  in  the  Journals 
could  not  be  departed  from,  that  the  ap- 
probation of  the  House  was  thereby  im- 
plied. The  Speech  ra^de  in  1777,  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  by  sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  was  printed  with  theTotes  ;  but 
waa  that  considered  to  imply  the  appro- 
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batioQ  of  parliament  ?  By  no  means.  In 
tbe  courae  of  ihat  s^me  cession,  leveral 
members  animadverted  on  sir  F.  Norton's 
speech;  and  although  eventually  the 
Ilouse  came  to  a  vote  of  approbation  en 
the  subject,  the  very  discussion  proved 
that  it  would  have  been  equally  competent 
to  them  to  come  to  a  vote  of  disapproba- 
tion.. Feeling  the  impossibility  of  adopt- 
ing any  other  mode  consistently  with  par- 
liamentary practice,  he  had  himself  as- 
sisted his  hon.  friend  in  drawing  out  the 
motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Tienuy,  notwithstanding  the  prece- 
dent adduced  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  still 
contended,  that  the  admission  into  the 
Journals,  of  a  speech  by  the  Speaker,  had 
always  been  deemed  a  mark  of  the  appro- 
bation of  the  House.  Without  intending 
the  slightest  personal  disrespect  to  the 
Speaker,  he  must  protest  against  this  being 
considered  to  be  the  case  in  the  present 
instance.  For  his  part,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  y/h^i  inconvenience  could  be  oc- 
casioned by  the  production  of  the  Speech 
as  a  simple  document. 

Mr.  Rose  detailed  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  on  the  speech  made  by  sir 
Fletcher  Norton  in  1777,  The  printing 
of  that  speech  by  no  means  implied  the 
approbation  of  the  House.  It  was  made 
on  the  7th  of  May.  On  the  9th  of  May, 
only  two  days  after,  came  on  the  question 
of  Its  merits ;  and  although  the  thanks  of 
the  House .  of  Commons  were  voted  to  sir 
■F.  Norton  for  the  speech,  yet  the  discus- 
.sion  afforded  abundant  proof,  that  if,  in  th^ 
present  instance,  the  House  followed  the 
precedent  of  1777,  they  would  not  be  pre- 
cluded from  expressing  a  free  opinion  on 
the  speech  in  question. 

Lord  MoTptth  said,  that,  having*been  so 
pointedly  called  upon  by  the  hon.  mover, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words 
on  a  subject  in  which,  as  he  had  stated  on 
giving  his  notice,  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  parliament  were  so  deeply  involved. 
With  respect  to  the  inquiries  made  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Surrey,  he  was  appre- 
Jiensive  that  he  could  not  furnish  the  hon. 
gentleman  with  information  that  would 
prove  satisfactory  to  him.  He  was  not  at 
present  prepared  to  lay  before  the  House 
the  scope  and  extent,  much  less  the  frame 
and  construction,  of  the  motion  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  submit  to  them.  This, 
however,  he  was  prepared  to  say  ;  that,  if 
be  was  rightly  informed  of  the  nature  of 
the  Speech  made  hy  the  Speaker  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  ot  Lordsy  in  his  view  of 


the  subject  that  Speech  conveyed  expres- 
sions which,  both  on  parliamentary  and  on 
constitutional  grounds,  were  extrc^mely 
questionable ;  and  which  deserved  the 
serious  attention  and  the  solemn  investiga- 
tion of  a  full  House  of  Commons— a  House 
of  Commons  which  should  contain  those 
members  who  were  favourable  to  the  mea- 
sure to  which  tbe  expression  he  alluded  to 
referred,  as  well  as  those  inimical  to  it* 
With  that  conviction  and  impression  he 
had  given  his  notice  for  an  early  period 
after  the  recess,  and  should  persevere  in 
making  his  motion  at  that  period,  unless 
some  other  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  tbe 
House,  should  prevent  him  from  doing  so* 
It  could  scarcely  be  necessary  for  him  to 
say,  that  in  giving  his  notice  be  bad  ab- 
stained from  all  harsh  expressions  towards 
the  distinguished  individual  who  was  the 
object  He  had  been  too  long  a  member 
of  that  House,  and  had  too  frequently  wit- 
nessed the  general  excellence  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  individual  had  dis- 
charged the  high  duties  entrusted  to  bin, 
to  enter  on  an  investigation  of  any  part  of 
his  official  conduct  with  other  sentiments 
than  those  of  the  deepest  respect. 

Mr.  B.  Bathuut  observed,  that  the  no- 
ble lord's  conduct  was  calculated  to  place 
the  House  in  a  very  awkward  situation ; 
for  the  noble  lord  had  distinctly  alledged, 
that  the  Speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  the  chair,  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  was  extremely  questionable ;  and  yet 
be  proposed  to  postpone,  to  a  distant  day, 
the  decision  of  a  tharge  so  materially  af- 
fecting the  dignity  of  the  House,  and  the 
character  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
held  the  high  office  of  presiding  over  iu 
deliberations.  Now  be  would  put  it  to  the 
House,  whether  it  would  be  fitting  or  fair 
to  pursue  such  a  line  of  proceeding  towards 
any  individual  whatever,  whose  conduct 
might  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  that  Of  of  any  candid  assembly?  On 
this  occasion,  he  felt  himself  at  liberty  to 
urge  that  which  he  was  belore  prevented 
from  stating,  when  he  had  endeavoured, 
perhaps  irregularly,  to  press  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  But  although  at  that 
time,  namely,  when  the  noble  lord  gave 
notice  of  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  pro- 
perky  interrupted,  yet  it  must  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  noble  lord,  and  others 
from  whom  the  interruption  proceeded^ 
that  a  practice  had  long  prevailed,  of  put- 
ting questions  to  individual  members  when 
there  was  no  motion  whatever  b«»fore  tbe 
House.    He  therefore,  although,  no  doubt. 
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not  strictly  it^ular^  did  not,  in  putting  a 
question  to  the  noble  lord  renpecting  the 
nature  of  his  intended   motion,   deriate 
from  a  long-permitted  practice:     But  to 
revert  to  the  subject  immediately  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  he  thought 
that  it  involved  a  question  of  privilege ; 
and  was  it  fair  that  on  such  a  question, 
particularly,  the  Speaker,  whose  peculiar 
duty  it  was  to  take  care  of  the  privileges 
of  that  House,  should  for  so  long  a  period 
have  the  censure,  even  by  implication, 
Suspended  over  his  head,  of  having  delibe- 
rately yiolated  those  privileges  ?    He  was 
aware,  that  no  member  could  be  forced 
to  bring  any  motion  into  discussion  sooner 
than  h^  himself  thought  expedient ;  but  he 
iubmitted  it  to  the  candour  of  the  noble 
loft],  whether  (as  it  might  be  deemed  ana- 
logous) if  any  charge  were  made  against 
any  public  minister ;  whether,  if  it  were 
alledged  in  that  House  that  any  letter  ad- 
dressed by  one  minister  to  another,  or  even 
to  a  subordinate  officer,  containeti  some- 
thing '' extremely  questionable,^'  it  would 
be  conceived  fair  and  liberal  to  deny  the 
individual  accused  the  earliest  possible  op- 
portunity of  vindicating  himself  against 
the  accusation  ;  whether  it  v^ould  be  just 
to  put  off  the  trial  of  the  accused  to  an  in- 
definite period  ?  If  such  a  course  were  not 
JQ&t,  and  he  assumed  that  no  one  would 
Venture    to    assert  it,   how   could   it    be 
justifiiible  to  postpone,  as  the  noble  lord 
proposed,  the  investigation  of  such  a  aCri' 
bus  charge  as  that  which  he  had  that 
Itight  advanced  against  an  officer  of  the 
highest  distinclioki  in  that  assembly  ?  How 
totild  it  be  warrantable  to  hoM  up  the 
Conduct  of  such  an  exalted  officer  (with- 
out any  reference  to  his  personal  cha- 
racter) so  long  untried  and  unheardj  to 
general  suspicion,  or  implied  censure?— 
(Cries  of  hear,  hear !  on  the  ministerial 
benches.)     Of  such  conduct  he  (Mr.  B.) 
thought  the  House  and   th6   right  hon. 
gentleman  in  the  chair  entitled  to  com- 
plain.    Upon  the  merits  of  the  question, 
to  which  the  expressions   in  the  speech 
objected  to  by  the  noble  lord  were  under- 
stood  to  apply,   he  meant  to  make  no 
observation    whatever.      That     question 
ought  not,  in  his  jedgment,  to  be  at  all 
taken  into  consideration,  in  viewing  the 
speech  alluded  to.     It  was,  indeed,  in  his 
▼iew,  a  matter  of  indifference  what  were 
the  merits  of  the  question,  in  a  case  which 
ought  to  be  conxiderrd  in  the  abstracft, 
without  any  reference  to  that  question. 
Of  the  precise  point  iu  the  spetch  to 
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which  the  noble  lord  particulirfy  dbjeet- 
ed,  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  not  aware;  but  h« 
hoped  that,  in  the  consideration  of  thttt 
point,  it  was  hot  meant  to  discasa  by  H 
side  wind  a  question  of  indisputable  im- 
portance, or  to  excite  and  inflame  die- 
senttons  and  animosities  which  it  was  te 
much  more  desirable  to  heal  and  allay. 
He,  for   himself,    had    no  hesitatioii  in 
saying,  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  alinc 
the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  queaiioe 
with  the  n>erits  of  the  motion  to  whicll 
the  noble  lord's  notice  referred,  and  wiik 
which  it  could  have  no  necessary  cennec- 
tion.     If  the  object  of  the  noble    lord^a 
motion  was,  to  censure  the  Speaker  for 
any  "  excess  of  duty,''  or  depanore  from 
parliamentary  practice,  that  ought  to  be 
stated  at  once,  and  immediately  inreati^ 
gated,  without  referring  to  the  Cathelie 
question.     Such  reference,  indeed*  being 
abstained  from  as  irrelevant  to  the  motioD, 
that  motion  might  be  gone  into  witheet 
waiting  for  the  attendance   of  the   Irish 
members;  but  if  it  were  resolved  to  mis 
the  two  questions,  the  attendance  thouM 
be  as  full  as  possible.     Such  a  disciitsion 
ought  indeed  to  be  preceded  by  a  call  cf 
the   House  ;    while,  if  the  noble   lord'a 
motion  referred  only  to  privilege,  as- it 
ought,  the  House,  as  at  present  attendeJ^ 
must  be  regarded  as  fu  11  y  competent  to  pns»» 
nounce  a  correct  decision,  and   the  trial 
should  be  immediately  proceeded  upon; 
for,  as  the  case  appeared,  there  might  be 
doubts  as  to  Che  l^eaker's  6tn«ss  for  tfa« 
high  office  which  he  had  so  long  occepieii. 
Certainly,  what  had  occurred  seemed  cal- 
culated  to  excite  such  doubts  in  some 
minds.    The  proposed  postponement  then 
admitted,  in  his  view,  of  no  justification^ 
particularly  on  the  grounds  stated  by  tbe 
noble   lord.    But  at  whatever  time,   or 
under    whatever    circumstances,    it 
meant  to  bring  tbe  noble  lord's  meti 
under  discussion,  it  was  obviously 
sary  to  have  the  document  to  whicb  the 
motion   before  the  House  alluded  ;   end 
the  production  of  that  document  was  the 
only  object  of  the  motion  under  considera*- 
tion.    Of  course,  then,  that  motion  conM 
not  be  consistently  opposed.     As  to  the 
character  of  the  speech  alluded  le,  he 
should  not  at  present  enter  into  the  cea» 
sideretion  of  it ;  but  he  must  obseffO,  tbaft 
no  instructions  were  ever  oiiered  to  my 
Speaker,  as  to  what  he  should  say  on  pve» 
senting  the  money   bills   for  the   royal 
assent ;  and  according  to  the  able  steia^ 
ment  of  precedents,  drawn  op  by  an  ef> 
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fleer  of  th«  Hovse  (Mr,  Httoell,  ns  we 
understood),  it  was  ssaal  with  Speakers^ 
on  presenting,  tbe  money  billsv  to  dilate  on 
other  measores  which   had  engaged  the 
Mtention  of  the  House  in  the  course  of  the 
sessions,  and  this  too  without  anr  prertoos 
instraetionv.      In  the  ccrarse  of  such  ob- 
servations then,  a  Speaker  might  impute 
mottles  to  tbe  condoct  of  tbe  majority  or 
minority  in  the  adoption  or  rejection  of 
certain  measures,   without   incurring  or 
deserving    any    censure.     There    were, 
indeed,  but  few  instances  on  record,  in 
which  tbe  speeches  deli? ered  on  such  oc« 
casions  were  ever  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  that  House.    Tbe  speeches 
ao  delivered  in  1715  and  174'5  were  to  be 
found  on  the  Journals ;  and  these  speeches 
were  not  confined  merely  to  obserfations 
on  money  bills ;  nor  was  the  speech  of  sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  which  was  also  inserted 
on  the  Journals.     Indeed,  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Speaker  Lenthal,  in  the  course  of  the 
Long  IHirliament,  advened  to  a  variety  of 
topics.     But  it  could  not  be  inferred  from 
the  mere  insertion  of  any  of  those  speeches 
in  the  Journals,  that  they  had  of  course 
the  approbation  of  the   House ;  for   the 
contrary   appeared  from    the   discussion 
which  took  place  upon  sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton's speech  af\er  such  insertion.    There- 
fore, the  proposed  insertion  of  the  speech 
then  under  consideration,  could   not  be 
concluded   to  imply    an  approbation  of 
its    contents    and     character.      Indeed, 
such  insertion  was  indispensable    to    a 
just   consideration   of   the  case;    which 
consideration  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
entered  into  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  there  was  ground  for 
the  insinuations  which  had   gone   forth 
upon  this  subject ;  and  whether  the  speech 
so  much  animadverted  upon,  really  con- 
tained any  thing  repugnant  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House. 

Mr.  WkUhread  said,  that  the  course 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Surrey  on  this  occasion  was  quite 
unprecedented.  It  was  indeed,  he  be- 
lieved, the  very  first  time  that  a  notice  of 
motion  had  been  interfered  with  in  such 
a  manner  as  the  hon.  mover  bad  thought 
proper  to  adopt  with  respect  to  that  of 
tbe  noble  lord,  who  might  in  fact  have 
brought  forward  his  motion  without  any 
ttotice  at  all,  or  at  least  without  any  notice 
nntfl  very  near  tbe  period  at  which  he  pro- 
toosed  to  bring  his  motion  before  tbe  House. 
IJpon  what  just  ground  then  could  the 
nam  lord  be  censured  for  tbe  line  he  had 
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taken?  But  he  confessed  that  he  could 
not  precisely  onderstand  the  grounds  or 
the  views  of  the  hon.  mover,  nor  those  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
last,  although  he  had  spoken  so  long.     It 
seemed  to  be  the  intention  to  prevent  the 
extension  of  time  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord's  notice;  and,  by  following  op  the 
present  motion  with  something,  to  get  rid 
of  that  in  the  contemplation  of  the  noble 
lord.     With  regard  to  the  subject  of  this 
motion,  he  need  not  profess  that  which 
he  was  known  to  feel,  namely,  the  hiffhest 
respect  for   the  general   conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  which  appertained  to  the  high 
office   he  occupied  in  the  chair  of  that 
House.     From  his  observation  indeed  of 
that  conduct,  he  could  not  hesitate  to  bear 
hi^  testimony  to  the  superiority  of  tl\e 
right  hon.  gentleman,  to  any  other  Speaker 
whom   he  had   ever  seen.     But  still  be 
must  say,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  not  authorized  in  what  he  was  re- 
ported to  have  said  in  another  place  ;  and 
aUo,  that,  from  the  experience  of  the  pre- 
.^ent  session,  he  would    prove   to  be   an 
unauthenticated  expounder  of  the  senti- 
ments of  that  House.     These  sentiments, 
however,  must  be  fairly  a^iceitained;  and 
he  hoped  that  neither  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  nor  that  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  the  chair,  would  be  compromised, 
by  attempting  in  any  surreptitious  manner, 
through  a  vote  in  a  thin  House,  and  in 
the   absence  of  the   Irish   members,   to 
avert  the  ample  and  just  investigation  of 
such  an  important  subject.    Yet  he  was 
not,  he  owned,  friendly  to  the  motion  at 
present;    because   he   apprehended   that 
the  object,  in  desiring  the  production  of 
this  paper,  might  be,  pre\naturely  to  press 
the  discussion  alluded  to.     With   respect 
to  the  question,  the  argumentative  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  did  not  serve  to  convince  his  mind, 
that  the  Speaker  could   be  authorized  in 
making  use  of  such  expressions  as  were 
on  this  occasion  referred  to.     Indeed,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  interpretation  of 
the  precedents  he  hud  alluded  to  appear- 
ed quite  erroneous ;  those  precedents  ob- 
viously implying  that  the  Speaker's  autho- 
rity referred  to  acts  done ;  but  that  to  acts 
not  done,  be  had  no  authority  whatever 
to  advert.     Upon  the  allusion,  then,  which 
was  reported  to  have  been  made  by   tbe 
Speaker  in  this  case,  he  felt  himself  justi- 
fied in  impugning  that  right  hon.  gentle* 
man's  anthority.    Nothing,  in  fact,  had 
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been  done  to  warrant  the  allusion.     He 
denied,  indeed,  that  any  proceeding  had 
been  taken  by  the  House  upon  the  im- 
portant question  alluded  to,  of  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  chair  could, 
jtrictly  speaking,  have  any  cognizance ; 
but  here  he  would,  of  course,  be  under- 
stood to  speak  of  him  as  a  public  officer, 
and  not  as  an  individual  member. — Recur- 
ring to  the  motion,  the  hon.  member  re- 
peated the  expression  of  his  hope,  that  if 
the  motion  were  acceded  to,  no  proceed- 
ing would  be  taken,  on  the  production  of 
this  paper,  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  the  House.     He  hoped  also,  that  it  was 
not  the  object  of  the  hon.  mover  or  his 
advisers  to  press  any  motion  in  this  busi- 
ness with  a  view  to  obtain  some  accession 
or  appearance  of  strength  to  their  side 
with  regard  to  the  Catholic  question  :  yet 
be  could  not  help  saying,  that  there  was 
ground  for  apprehension,  if  the  discussion 
which  the  noble  lord's  notice  had  in  view 
were  pressed,  particularly  in  the  absence 
of  the  Irish  members.  But  the  hon.  mover 
had  observed,    that  the  Irish   members 
ought  to  be  present  in  the  House  ;  and  ho 
be  sure  it  was  very  well  for  the  representa- 
tive of  a  county  immediately  adjoining 
the  metropolis  to  make  such  an  assertion 
with  regard  to  those  representatives  whose 
residence  was  at  so  many  hundred  miles 
distance.     It  was  undoubtedly  true,  that 
jince  the  Union  the  Irish  members  were 
called  upon  to  attend  their  duty  in  that 
House;    but  some  consideration  was  due 
to  gentlemen  who  resided  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, particularly  when  parliament  was 
convened  at  so  early  a  period  ;  and  (here- 
fore  the  Irish  members  did  not  quite  de- 
serve  the   criticism  of  the  hon.  mover, 
who  could  with  so   little   inconvenience 
attend  the  meetings  of  that  House.     With 
respect  to  the  noble  lord  behind  him,  he 
had  certainly  had  no  concert  or  communi- 
cation whatever  with  his  lordship,  before 
he  made  the  observation  alluded  to  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session.      He  had  indeed 
heard,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  House  respecting 
the  Speaker's  speech  ;   and  if  he  had  not 
80  heard,  he  might  probably  himself  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  under 
discussion.      But   as   to    the  conduct  of 
the  Doble  lord  on  the  occasion,  he  might 
possibly  feel  himself  in  some  difficulty, 
whether  he  ought  to  give  notice  of  his 
intention   immediately  on    the    opening 
of  the  session,  or    postpone  that  notice 
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until  afler  the  recess.      Had  he  really  fell 
such  difficulty,  the  noble  lord's  decisioQ 
was,  beyond  question,  the  more  eligible; 
and  the  hon.  mover's  interference  with 
him  was  quite  without  precedent.     The 
hon. -mover  and  others  had  complained  of 
the  noble  lord's  having  uttered  a  serious 
censure  upon  the  Speaker;   whereas  the 
noble  lord's  original  notice  was  a  simple 
annunciation  of  the  mere  fact,  that  he 
meant  to  bring  the  speech  alluded  to  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  unaccom- 
panied  by  any    expression  .of    cenanre 
whatever.      Still,    those  who    made  the 
complaint  would  press  the  noble  lord  lor 
a  detail  of  his  grounds  and  intentions;  and 
if  he  complied  with  their  demand,  they 
would,  no  doubt,  immediately  exclaim— 
"  Now  you  have  sent  out  your  complaints 
against  the  Speaker,  do  you  mean  to  go  no 
farther,  but  leave  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
subject  to  such  imputations  until  after  the 
recess?" — All   this,   and    other    reasons, 
would,  no  doubt,  be  urged  prematurely  to 
get  rid  of  the  noble  lord's  motion.     Such, 
he   feared,  was  the  end  in   view ;    smd 
therefore  be  was  adverse  to  this  motion, 
although  he  should  readily  vdte  for  the 
production  of  the  document  alluded  to  at 
a  proper  time   before    the  noble   lord's* 
motion  should  be  brought  forward.      Siill 
he  could  not  help  repeating  his  wish  and 
hope,  that  no  attempt  would  be  made,  on 
the  production  of  this  document,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  original  notice  of  the  noble 
lord ;    but  that  the  whole  matter  would  be 
left  to  the  discretion  and  candour  of  the 
noble  lord — to  that  discretion  which  could 
not  be  questioned,  and  to  that  candour 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  chair  must  be  so  ready  to  rely. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  the 
House  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  chair  were,  upon  this  occasion, 
f)laced  in  a  very  painful  predicament; 
and,  highly  respecting  the  character  of 
the  noble  lord,  he  would  appeal  to  bis 
candour,  whether  it  was  not  due  to  the 
House,  and  to  justice,  to  bring  forward, 
with  all  practicable  expedition,  a  ques- 
tion so  materially  alFeciing  the  charac- 
ter of  the  chair ;  whether  it  would  be 
reconcilable  with  common  fairness,  to 
allow  a  charge  so  derogatory  to  the 
Speaker,  as  the  transgression  of  his  duty, 
to  remain  suspended  over  his  head  so  long 
as  the  noble  lord  had  mentioned.  If  il 
were  only  the  object  of  the  noble  lord  to 
discuss  the  Speaker's  performance  of  his 
duty»  or  attention  to  privilege,  that  was  a 
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qaeHion  opon  which  he  thought,  with  hii 
right  hon.  frieiul  (Mr.  Bathurst),  the  House 
m  the  present  state  of  its  attendance  w«s 
folly  competent  to  decide  ;  but  if  with 
that  it  were  intended  to  connect  anolher 
motion,  which  must  require  a  larger  at- 
tendance, particularly  of  Irish  members, 
he  could  not  forbear  from  most  earnestly 
deprecating  the  intention  ;  for  he  should 
always  be  adterse  to  the  discussion  of  that 
great  question  collaterally.  Deeply  as  he 
felt  interested  in  its  progress,  ana  anxious 
as  he  was  for  its  ultimate  success,  he  must 
ever  protest  against  any  proceeding  cal- 
culated to  introduce  its  discussion  by  a 
side  wind,  to  fritter  down  its  great  import* 
ance,  or  to  divide  those  who  were  other- 
wise disposed  to  agree  upon  its  real  merits. 
But,  whatever  might  be  the  noble  lord's 
object,  none  could  consistently  disagree 
with  a  motion  which  only  proposed  to  put 
the  House  and  the  country  in  possession 
of  a  document  upon  which  the  noble  lord 
proposed  to  found  his  motion,  and  whic|i 
hid  been  the  subject  of  so  much  animad- 
version—of animadversion,  in  his  judg- 
ment, quite  misapplied,  because  resting 
upon  an  erroneous  interpretation  of  an 
expression  in  the  speech  alluded  to.  Upon 
the  real  character  of  this  expression  he 
did  not  at  present  propose  to  dwell— but 
he  would  appeal  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  the  justice  of  the  public, 
whether,  fairly  viewing  the  situation  of 
the  Speaker,  acting  vrithout  instructions 
from  the  House,  in  the  discharge  of  a 
critical  trust  and  responsible  duty,  he 
should,  where  it  is  impossible  to  ascribe 
an  improper  motive,  be  held  subject  to 
censure  for  any  mere  inaccuracy  of  ex- 
pression, or  error  of  inference  ; — whether 
he  should  be  solemnly  condemned  for  in- 
conclusive reasoning— for  an  imperfect 
effort  to  anatomize  the*  motives  of  that 
House,  or  an  incorrect  description  of  those 
motives? — So  much  he  (lord  C.)  was  led 
to  say  in  anticipation  of  the  noble  lord's 
motion ;  which  he  trusted  would  be 
brought  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  House  and  the  chair 
from  the  painful  situation  in  which  they 
were  placed  by  a  notice  which,  implying 
censure,  certainly  sugp^ested  the  propriety 
of  acceding  to  the  motion  under  consider- 
ation. 

A  Member  under  the  gallery,  whose 
name  we  could  not  learn,  observed,  that 
the  noble  lord  hnd  not  explained,  whe- 
ther the  question  ought  to  be  considered 
At  one  of  privilege,  or  one  involving  the 


propriety  of  the  sentiments  expresied  in' 
the  Speaker's  speech.    If  the  former,  the 
discussion  did  not  require  further  delay  ; 
if  the  latter,  it  became  necessary. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wynne  said,  that  this  was  an- 
important  subject,  on  which  the  fullest  in« 
formation  should  be  procured.  He  dif* 
fered  in  some  degree  from  the  hen.  se« 
conder  of  the  motion.  Its  chief  object 
should  be,  whether  the.  speech  of  the 
Speaker  should  go  forth  to  the  public  aa 
conveying  the  sentiments  of  the  whole 
House.  He  agreed,  that  the  possession  of 
the  document  itself  was  necessary ;  and 
wished,  that,  if  it  should  arise  from  future 
practice,  that  the  custom  of  addressing  the 
throne  should  be  allowed,  the  speech 
made  by  the  Speaker  on  that  occasion 
should  be  enterea  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  order  to  become  a 
fair  and  open  subject  of  discussion.  He 
would  request  the  hon.  mover  to  add  the 
words  "  for  the  use  of  the  members"  to 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Tienuy  said,  **  I  have  heard  much  of 
assertions,  that  the  notice  of  my  noble 
friend's  motion  has  put  the  Speaker  in  a 
painful  situation;  whereas,  in  point  of 
fact,  you,  the  Speaker,  have  put  yourself 
in  tl^t  situation,  by  a  speech  which  you 
thought  proper  to  make  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session  of  parliament;  which  speech, 
in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of  many  think- 
ing men,  deserves  the  serious  attention 
and  consideration  of  this  House ;  for  in 
that  speech  you  uttered  an  assertion,  bear« 
ing  an  interpretation  calculated  to  excite 
pain,  not  only  among  those  who  voted  for 
the  Catholic  Bill  in  the  course  of  last  ses- 
sion, but  among  four  millions  of  your 
fellow- subjects  ;  who  having  been  placed 
in  a  state  of  painful  delicacy  for  four 
months,  during  which  there  was  no  op- 
portunity to  call  upon  you  for  any  expla- 
nation, it  cannot  be  too  much  for  you  to 
wait  for  two  months,  until  the  Irish  mem- 
bers, who  are  most  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, are  able  to  attend  this  House." — Ad- 
verting to  the  conduct  of  lord  Morpeth, 
Mr.  Tierney  maintained,  that  it  was 
marked  by  peculiar  delicacy  and  candour. 
The  noble  lord  had  not  attempted  to  ex* 
cite  any  prepossession  or  prejudice  against 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  chair ; 
nor  bad  he  uttered  any  thing  that  could 
be  even  construed  into  an  accusation,  in 
the  harsh  sense  of  the  word.  All  his 
noble  friend  alleged  was,  that  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  such  as 
deserved  .the  consideration—as  ought  to 
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inttituted  at  a  precedent  for  future  tet- 
Moiu.  But  if  neuber  supporttd  by  pre* 
cedent,  oor  right  in  principle,  a  due  es« 
pression  of  the  disapprobatioa  of  the 
HoiMe  should  be  pronounced.  It  was 
therefore  evident,  that  on  a  qoesUoo  of 
thii  importance,  the  fullest  attendance 
possible  3lM>uld  be  procured.  This  was 
scarcely  to  be  expected  before  the  recesi^ 
and  therefore  it  could  hardly  be  fairly  de . 
bated  uotii  after  that  was  over.  The 
variety  of  opiiiions  wjould  naturaJly  bp 
considerable.  Some  might  think  4bat  ih^ 
Speaker  had  no  right  to  addrea  iIia 
throne  in  the  manner  he  did  atlhe  close 
of  last  session.  Others  might  admit  ihe 
right,  but  object  to  the  nature  t>f  bis  speech^ 
and  of  the  sentiments  it  contained.  Tiieo 
to  attempt  to  discuss  the  subject  wiibout 
the  fullest  attendance,  would  be  doing  in- 
justice to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  counlry. 
The  great  object  of  the  Speaker  roust  be,.to 
have  the  question  decided  after.full  and  dit^ 
passionate  deliberation.  He  must  depre- 
cate any  anticipatory  discussions;  and 
the  noble  lord  had  adopted  the  only 
course  which  promised  equal  justice  to 
the  Speaker  and  to  the  public. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put 
from  the  chair* 

The  Spcalur  said,  I  hope  I  may  he  al« 
lowed  to  make  a  short  observation  before 
I  put  the  question.— >(  A  cry  of  hear,  hear  1) 
— I  shall  forbear,  at  present,  from  ofiering 
any  thing  in  justification  of  my  condQCt* 
because  the  consideration  of  that  queatioA 
is  not  now  before,  you — but  I  am  f>reaaFed 
to  have  been  made  at  his  return  from  the    to  assure  you,  that  I  feel  the  most  conndent 


be  inquired  into  by  that  House,  His 
noble  friend  did  not  say,  or  insinuate,  nor 
should  he,  (Mr.  T.)  say  of  any  gentleman, 
that  he  had  ottered  that  which  was  inca- 
pable of  justification.  But  to  make  that 
justification  satisfactory  to  public  justice, 
and  creditable  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
hhnself,  it  ought  to  take  place  in  a  full 
House. 

Mr.  Ryder  complained,  that  when  there 
had  been  an  opportunity  three  months 
ago  of  taking  into  consideration  whether 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Speaker 
were  of  a  questionable  nature  or  not,  the 
charge  had  been  so  long  suspended.  He 
would  ask,  whether  this  was  consistent 
with  that  candour  and  justice  which  he 
knew  regulated  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
lord  (he  might  say  his  noble  friend)  in 
private  and  public  life  ?  Such  a  mode  he 
thought  entirely  unprecedented.  If  the 
question  did  not  relate  to  the  first  autho- 
rity in  that  House,  would  the  noble  lord, 
or  any  other  member,  consider  it  consis- 
tent with  justice  and  liberality  to  keep  a 
charge  so  long  suspended  over  any  indi- 
vidual, without  calling  for  a  iliscussion  ? 
He  was  confident  that  no  imputation  of 
undue  motives  would  be  cast  on  the 
Speaker's  conduct,  and  protested  against 
the  method  pursued,  as  totally  unsupported 
by  precedent. 

Mr.  Abercromhie  would  not  have  risen, 
bad  it  not  been  for  one  expression,  which 
he  thought  should  not  go  uncontradicted. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that 
the  motion  on  the  Speaker's  speech  ought 


House  of  Peers,  and  not  kept  suspended 
for  months  over  his  head.  Was  he  iguo* 
rant  that  this  was  an  utter  impossibility, 
as  this  House  no  longer  existed  as  the 
Commons  House  when  the  Speaker  had 
just  been  attending  at  the  prorogation  of 
parliament?  It  was  impossible  that  it 
should  have  been  bound  by  any  notice 
his  noble  friend  might  have  given,  and 
auch  conduct  would  have  been  quite  un- 
parliamentary. He  thought  the  charge 
of  want  of  candour  and  of  justice  brought 
aciainst  his  noble  friend  totally  unfounded. 
The  decision  to  which  the  House  was 
<»lled  was  most  important.  If  it  should 
be  found  that  the  Speaker  had  acted  con- 
sistently with  precedent  and  principle,  all 
of  course  must  approve  his  conduct.  If 
he  was  deficient  in  precedent  but  right  in 
principle,  it  would  t>ecume  a  considera- 
tion, whether  his  act  should  be  sanctioned 
by  the  approbation  of  parliament,  and 

§ 


persuasion  of  bein^;  able  to   satisfy  ibis 
Mouse,  that  I  have  io  no  respect  wbatetar 
transgressed  tlie  duties  of  my  office. 
The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

Motion  of  Thani^s  to  FiEt^D  M^ar 
SHAL  THE  March; IS  of  W^ungtoji.) 
Lord  Cuuherau^,  on  rising,  in  pursuance  w 
a  notice  which  he  had  given  on  this  sub* 
ject,  alluded  to  the  h;appy  time  in  which 
he  had  this  pleasant  duty  to  perform; 
and  said,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  question,  he  was  persuaded 
that  no  doubt  remained  in  the  minds  of 
any  of  them,  that  the  battle  of  Vittoria 
was  that  great  crisis  which  decided  the 
question  of  the  military  possession  of  thf 
peninsula  in  favour  ol  the  allies.  Since 
this  great  event,  he  might  cop.gratulaba 
parliament  on  a  series  of  successes  on  the 
part  of  the  allied  armies,  which  had  placed 
the  war  in  a  liituatiuu  uoi  less  prua^liipg 
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in  comptriton  of  its  former  state,  than  that 
to  which  it  had  been  elevated  by  the 
victory  of  Virtoria.  In  the  military  an- 
nals of  modern  times,  there  never  had 
been  a  train  of  successes  on  the  theatre  of 
wrar  more  glorious  to  the  armies  «n^aged, 
more  gratifying  to  the  nations  of  Europe, 
pr  more  promising  of  ultimate  triumph  to 
the  cause,  than  the  events  which  had 
formed  the  great  crisis  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula  ;  and  he  trusted,  that  the  victory 
at  Leipsic  would  be  followed  by  events  of 
as  decisive  an  influenc^e  on  the  war  in  that 
part  of  the  continent,  as  those  which  had 
occurred  since  the  battle  of  Vittoria  had 
produced  on  the  success  of  the  cause  of 
Spain.  The  details  of  these  events,  so 
deeply  graven  on  the  minds  of  English- 
men, would  not  gain  any  additional  lustre 
by  repetition;  but  there  was  one  general 
feature  in  the  present  state  of  the  war, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  allude  to,  as  of 
the  utmost  value : — the  transactions  since 
the  battle  of  Vittoria  proved,  more  than  all 
the  former  operations  of  the  war,  the  per- 
fection to  which  the  native  troops  of  the 
peninsula  had  attained  ;  and  as  the  only 
object  of  the  British  nation,  in  interposing 
the  shield  of  its  arms  between  the  nations 
of  the  peninsula  and  French  aggression, 
was,  to  enable  them  to  put  themselves  in 
a  state  to  fight  their  own  battles ;  so  it 
roust  be  most  gratifying  to  us  to  learn, 
that  the  great  end  of  our  interposition  had 
been  answered,  and  that  the  troops  of 
Portugal  and  Spain  were  in  that  high  state 
of  effectiveness,  which  justified  the  Prince 
Regent  in  saying,  in.  bis  speech  from  the 


rived  at  this  state  of  eflTectlve  discipline. 
When  the  French,  on  a  late  occasion, 
crossed  the  river  in  front  of  their  position, 
the  Spanish  troops  under  general  Freyre« 
as  it  were,  in  single  combat,  drove  them 
repeatedly  across  the  river;  and  lord  Wel- 
lington, who  saw  and  admired  tbcir  be- 
haviour, would  not  suffer  the  rest  of  (be 
army  to  take  from  them  any  part  of  their 
glory.  From  this  most  desirable  state  of 
things,  in  the  event  of  a  favourable  occa- 
sion, the  defence  of  the  peninsular  nations 
might  be  left  to  their  own  vigorous  and 
disciplined  troops;  and  we  must  feel,  that 
these  nations,  who  had  contended  witb  so 
much  ardour  for  their  liberty,  were  noWt 
from  their  martial  spirit,  capable  of  taking 
charge  of  their  own  countries  against  any 
hostile  attacks^  As  to  the  attacks  on  St. 
Sebastian  (for  it  was  not  one  only  in  which 
the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  troops  were 
employed),  it  was  not  necessary  to  state* 
that  the  nature  of  the  place  was  such,  that 
if  the  first  did  fail,  the  failure  was  attend- 
ed with  no  loss  of  honour*  Perhaps  no 
siege  was  ever  more  arduous  in  any  war* 
and  the  praise  of  the  conquest  was-  not 
more  due  to  the  valour  of  the  soldiers  than 
to  the  skill  of  that  general  who  had  now 
returned  to  his  native  land,  after  bav- 
'ing  planted  the  victorious  standard  of  his 
country  in  the  French  territory.  That 
general  adopted  in  the  time  of  utmost 
need  an  expedient  which  had  never  before 
been  ventured  on,  and  whicb  was  as  well 
executed  as  conceived,  to  which  the  fall 
of  the  place  was  principally  to  be  attri* 
buted.     Neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry 


throne,  that  in  steadiness  and  unconquer-     the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  dilTiculty 
pirit  the  three  nations  were  equaL     of  the  operations  by  which  the  frontiers 


able  spirit 

Not  only  in  battles  had  this  spirit  been 
displayed,  but  in  the  most  arduous  duties 
of  the  military  profession — in  the  assault 
of  fortresses,  and  particularly  that  of  St. 
Sebastian ;  than  which,  there  was  no 
similar  instance  in  the  annals  of  war  that 
was'  worthy  of  more  renown.  For  the 
arduous  duties  of  storming  that  place,  the 
Portuguese  troops  were  selected;  and 
such  was  their  military  ardour,  that  the 
.battalions  who  were  not  ordered  to  under- 
take the  duty,  begged  for  a  share  of  the 
danger  of  the  assault.  It  was  a  Portuguese 
battalion,  seconded  by  another  body  of 
their  countrymen,  which  crossed  the  river, 
^d  efi'ected  the  first  lodgment  in  the  walls 
of  the  town.  It  was  most  gratifying  to 
Great  Britain,  who  had  made  such  eilorts 
in  their  cause,  to  find  that  the  troops  of 
both  the  nations  of  the  peninsula  had  ar* 
(  VOL,  XXVIL ) 


of  Spain  had  been  secured  :  perhaps,  even 
in  the  extensive  experience  of  lord  Wel« 
lington,  there  never  were  operations  more 
arduous.  From  the  nature  of  the  country 
the  enemy  were  able  to  pour  'into  one 
valley  the  whole  pressure  of  their  name- 
Vical  superiority,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
gallant  resistance  of  the  troops  opposed  to 
them,  were  able  to  penetrate  to  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Pamplona.  When .  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  military  communication 
between  valley  and  valley  was  considered, 
and  the  consequent  difiiculties  which  the 
troops  had  to  surmount,  the  manner  ia 
which  lord  Wellington  combined  his 
forces,  after  a  series  of  operations  which 
occupied  no  less  than  six  or  seven  days, 
and,  with  but  a  portion  of  his  army,  not 
only  repulsed  all  the  attacks  of  one  of  th« 
most  able  generals  of  the  enemy,  marikal 
(F) 
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Sdult  (in  a  8(^ries  of  combats,  in  which  the 
bayonet,  that  weapon  which  it  is  the  pe- 
culiar pride  of  the  British,  and  at  present 
6f  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  troops,  to 
ti%e,  was  more  frequently  than  in  any 
fbrmer  occasion  resorted  to),  but  droTe 
hidk  back  with  immense  loss  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  France,  must  he  a  matter  of  the 
highest  admiration.  Since  that  period, 
this  great  commander  had  driven  the 
ifiemy  from  the  position  which  he  had 
chosen,  and  had  established  himself  in  a 
lituation  where,  with  greater  facility,  he 
Inight  undertake  Any  operation  to  which 
he  might  think    proper  to  resort.      He 

e)rd  Castlereagh)  had  no  doubt  that  the 
oose  would  agree  with  him  on  this  as  on 
i  former  occasion,  that  lord  Wellington 
had  manifested  himself  the  first  com- 
ttitmder  of  the  age  ;  that  the  troops  under 
his  command  had  not  shewn  themselves 
inferior  to  their  former  conduct;  and 
that  our  allies  had  acted  as  Great  Britain 
Would  always  wish  her  allies  to  act,  and 
not  only  had  become  rivals  of  our  troops, 
but  had  stood  on  that  footing  of  perfect 
equality  with  them  which  had  been  exult- 
ingly  remarked  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne.  The  expression  of  the  feelings 
df  the  House  on  the  subject,  would  be  the , 
most  gratifying  to  thb  nations  of  the  pen- 
insula, anid  the  most  animating  to  the 
further  exertions  which  were  still  neces- 
sary to  success. — He  concluded  bv  moving, 

''  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 
#ilren  to  Field  Marsha!  th^  Marquis  of 
Wellington,  knight  of  the  most  noble 
order  of  ibe  Glirter,  for  the  consummate 
ability,  indefatigable  Exertion,  and  ad- 
mirable judgtnent  displayed  by  him  in  the 
operations  which  succeeded  the  battle  of 
Vittoria  ;  by  which  the  enemy  have  been 
impelled  to  abandon  the  western  pro- 
Tinces  of  Spain,  and  the  allied  army  finally 
^tablished  on  the  frontier  of  France/' 

This  motion  was  carried,  nefk,  con. 

Tit ANKs  TO  LiietT.  GknbraI  Sit  Thomas 
Craham^  Scc.^  Loffi  Castlereagh  then 
moved,  ''That  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
be  given  to  lieutenant  general  sir  Tho^ 
mas  Graham,  knight  of  the  most  honour- 
able order  of  the  Bath,  for  the  eminent  ser- 
tices  performed  by  him  in  the  course  of 
the  late  military  operations  in  Spain  ;  par- 
ticularly for  the  ability,  enterprize,  and 
persererance,  with  which  he  conducted  the 
•iege  vttd  capture  of  the  town  ami  castle 
of  St.  SebastiaVi/' 
.    Carried,  nem»  ton. 


His  lordship  then  proposed  the  IbllowifiK 
Resolutions,  all  of  which  were  carriec^ 

nCTfl.  COR* 

'•  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Hoate  b% 
given  to  lieutenant-generals  sir  Stapletoa 
Cotton,  knii(ht  of  the  most  honourtbte 
order  of  the  Bath,  sir  Rowland  Hill,  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Bath^ 
marshal  sir  William  CarrBeresford,  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Bath, 
lieutenant-generals  George  earl  of  Dal* 
housie,  knight  of  the  most  honoarabU 
order  of  the  Bath,  sir  Thomas  Pictoo, 
knight  of  the  most  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath,  the  honourable  sir  Galbrattk 
Lowry  Cole,  knight  of  the  most  honour^ 
able  order  of  the  Bath,  the  honourable  sir 
William  Stewart,  knight  of  the  most  ho« 
nourable  order  of  the  Bath,  mtajor-generall 
William  Anson,  sir  George  MurfAVj  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Balh> 
quarter  master  general  James  Kempt,  thift 
honourable  sir  Edward  M.  Pbk«nhaBi> 
knight  of  the  most  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath,  William  Henry  Pringle,  Edward 
Barnes,  William  Inglis,  John  Byng>  Denia 
Pack,  Robert  Ross,  and  hr i gad ier- general 
Archibald  Campbell,  of  the  Portoguesa 
service,  for  the  valour,  steadiness,  and 
exertion  so  successfully  displayed  by 
ihem  in  repelling  the  repeated  attackt 
made  on  the  positions  of  the  allied  army 
by  the  whole  French  force  under  the  com* 
mand  of  marshal  Souir,  between  the  25tb 
July  and  1st  Augun  last. 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  ba 
given  to  lieutenant-general  sir  Jamca 
Lcith,  knight  of  the  most  honourable  ordef 
of  the  Bath,  major-generals  John  Oswald, 
Edward  Philips  Robinson,  William  Fre- 
derick Spry,  Andrew  Hay,  and  brigadier* 
general  John  Wilson,  of  the  Portugoaie 
service,  for  their  distinguished  intrepidity 
and  gallant  perseverance  in  the  late  aiega 
and  capture  of  the  town  and  castle  of  San 
Sebastian. 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  givM 
to  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  (oirtfBt 
serving  in  Spain  under  the  command  of 
field  marshal  the  marquis  of  WellingtoOt 
for  the  distinguished  valour,  zeal,  and 
ability  displayed  by  them  on  the  levvral 
glorious  occasions  on  which  they  hate 
been  employed,  from  the  date  of  the  battia 
of  Vittoria  to  that  of  the  establishment  of 
the  allied  army  on  the  frontier  of  France* 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow* 
ledge  and  approve  of  the  distinguiahed 
bravery,  seal,  and  discipline  maniffMed 
by  the   non-commissioned    officers   and 
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soldiers  of  \u$  Majesty'i  forces  serving  in 
Spain  under  the  command  of  field  marshal 
tkf  msirqiiis  of  Wellington  on  the  seferal 
glorious  oceasioiM  on  which  they  have 
been  employed*  froip  the  da(e  of  the  bs^ille 
of  Vittoria  io  that  of  iha  esl^blishipcnt  of 
the  allied  army  on  the  frontier  of  France. 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  able  services  performed  by  the 
several  general  oflficers,  ofiiceni,  non-com* 
ipissioned  officers,  and  private  soldiers  of 
the  Spanish  forces  serving  under  the  com- 
inand  of  field  marshal  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington during  the  whole  of  the  operations 
which  have  succeeded  the  battle  of  Vit* 
toria,  and  particularly  for  the  very  dis- 
tinguiihed  valour  and  good  couduct  dis- 
played by  them  in  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy's  most  desperate  attack  on  the 
whole  front  of  the  position  of  the  Spanish 
troops  00  the  heights  of  San  Marcial  on 
the  34  St  of  August  last,  and  in  their  attack 
on  the  enemy's  position  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Bidassoa  on  the  7th  October  1813. 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  zeal,  valour,  and  discipline  which 
the  otljcers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
private  soldiers  of  the  Portuguese  forces 
under  the  immediate  command  of  marshal 
sir  William  Carr  Beresford  have,  to  their 
lasting  honour,  eminently  displayed  in 
fvery  enterprise  and  action  since  the 
battle  of  Vittoria." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  commo* 
nicate  the  said  Resolutions  to  field  marshal 
the  marquis  of  Wellington ;  and  that  be 
be  requested  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  signify 
the  same  to  lieutenant  generals  sir  Thomas 
Graham,  the  earl  of  Dalhousie,  and  sir 
James  Lrith,  and  to  major  generals  Wil- 
liam Anson,  sir  George  Murray,  J^mes 
Kempt,  the  honourable  sir  Edward  M. 
Pakenham.  Edward  Barnes,  William  Inglis, 
John  Byng,  Denis  Pack. Robert  Ross,  John 
Oswald,  Edward  Philips  Robinson, William 
Frederick  Spry,  aud  Andrew  Hay,  and 
brigadier  generals  Archibald  Campbell, 
and  John  Wilson. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesdojf,  Nov.  JO. 

CoMMiTTEB  Of  SuppLY.]  AHer  a  few 
obeervationa  frum  Mr.  W.  Keene,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  aad  lord 
Casllereash, 

Mr.  Ir.  Dmukt  rose,  to  move  ibr  the 
number  of  seamen  for  the  ensuiiig  year, 
ik  observed,  that  the  naval  ezpeoces  had 
tfictadtd  ia  two  branrheti  fhei  of  tis- 


tualling,  and  that  of  wear  and  tear ;  whi^b 
last  was  imputable  to  the  extended  nature 
of  the  service  on  which  our  o^vy  had  be^  i 
engaged.  He  moved,  that  l'K>,000  se«T 
men  be  employed  for  the  s^vice  gf  tho 
ensuing  yeftr>  and  S  1,000  marines. 

Jdr.  A,  Barivg,  considering  the  naine* 
rous,  but,  he  believed,  necessary  ex* 
pences,  which  the  state  gf  9ffM%  imposed 
on  the  country,  was  surprised  that  no 
relief  was  to  be  afibrded  from  the  navi^l 
service  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  there 
was  an  excess  in  that  department.  It  wa^ 
with  regret  that  he  found  this  motion 
made  at  so  very  early  a  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, for  the  service  of  1 8 1 4«  He  would 
not  prejudge  on  the  necessity  of  the  vote; 
but  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  af- 
fairs, he  could  see  no  necessity  for  urging 
it  immediately.  Looking  at  the  map  of 
Europe,  and  considering  what  our  navy 
had  at  present  to  do,  he  could  not  con^ 
ceive  the  necessity  for  so  large  an  arma* 
ment.  In  France,  he  observed,  that,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances, 
some  branches  of  public  expenditure  were 
so  proportioned  as  to  assist  the  necessary 
demands  incurred  by  others,  which  were 
of  a  more  exigent  nature :  whereas  w^ 
continued  to  keep  up  full  charges  in  ail 
branches,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  unneces^ 
sarily.  For  years  past,  we  had  had  no* 
thing  like  a  formidable  enemy  at  sea; 
and  at  the  period  of  the  battle  of  Trafal« 
gar  we  had  10,000  seamen  less  than  now. 
We  had  a  few  years  ago  all  the  ports  of 
the  peninsula  against  us,  and  we  had  the 
Baltic  to  guard,  besides  our  own  opera- 
tions against  enemies'  colonies.  There 
was  now  a  considerable  prospect  of  oqr 
clearing  the  ports  of  Holland.  He  would 
venture  to  say,  that  there  was  no  man, 
with  tolerable  informttion,  who  followed 
up  the  conduct  of  our  naval  administn^ 
tion  for  the  lut  year,  but  most  be  sur- 
prised at  the  little  that  had  been  done  ef- 
fectually on  the  North  America  coast. 
On  that  aobject,  he  should  not  then  enter 
particularly;  but,  judging  from  the  use 
made  of  our  great  navy  laH  year,  he  saw 
no  reason  for  giving  to  the  Admiralty  such 
great  means*  Was  it  meant  to  be  coi|- 
tendcd,  that  this  immense  armament  wm 
required  on  the  American  stations ;  for  as- 
suredly no  where  else  could  it  be  neccf- 
sary  ?  From  the  information  he  end  many 
other  individuals  had  received,  he  wi|s 
inclined  to  think,  thai  the  force  already 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  if  prq- 
IMrly  eppUM^i  wae  norr  ibiP  e^Ml  (4  lb* 
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task  it  had  to  perform.  The  Americans  ; 
bad  not  more  than  3  or  4,000  seamen  to 
oppose  to  the  140,000  this  night  to  be 
voted;  but  he  was  far  from  believing 
tiiat  the  naval  strength  under  sir  John 
Warren  had  been  employed  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  Why,  he  asked,  were  forty 
iail  stationed  ofl*  the  Chesapeake,  to  the 
disgrace  of  this  country,  committing  de<  | 
predations,  burning  a  few  sheds,  and  tak-  j 
mg  a  few  stray  tobacco  ships ;  when  three 
or  four  men  of  war,  with  due  vigilance, 
could  completely  have  edected  the  pur- 
pose ?  He  would  venture  to  assert,  that 
one-third  of  the  force  now  stationed  off 
the  republican  coast,  properly  distributed, 
fvould  be  fully  adequate  to  blockade  the 
enemv^s  harbours.  Ii  was  a  known  fact, 
that  the  picservation  of  our  North  Ameri- 
can possessions  depended  upon  maintain- 
ing a  naval  superiority  on  the  Lakes ;  but 
in  what  condition  werf  we  by  the  last  ac- 
counts ?  Our  ships  had  been  expelled 
from  Lake  Erie ;  and  on  Lnke  Ontario, 
with  all  his  gallantry  and  all  his  ability, 
sir  James  Yeo  was  not  able  to  face  the 
American  force  brought  against  him.  So 
that  the  state  of  things  was  this: — that 
the  naval  affairs,  either  here  or  abroad, 
vere  so  ill  administered,  that  where  a 
large  naval  equipment  was  required,  only 
a  small  force  was  detached  ;  and  where 
but  few  vessels  were  necessary,  an  enor- 
mous fleet  was  stationed. 

Mr.  W,  Dundas  would  not  now  enter 
into  any  vindication  of  the  Admiralty; 
but  if  any  direct  motion  of  censure  were 
liereafter  produced  against  the  board,  he 
should  be  happy  to  meet  and  to  refute  it. 
Until  proof  of  negligence  or  inability 
were  adduced,  he  knew  the  House  of 
Commons  too  well,  to  think  that  they 
^ould  condemn.  With  regard  to  the 
early  period  at  which  this  vote  was  brought 
forward,  the  hon.  gentleman  would  find, 
on  consulting  the  Journals,  that  it  was  al- 
vvays  the  iirst  vote  of  supply  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  should  have 
been  deficient  in  his  duty  if  he  had  delay- 
ed it  longer.  As  to  the  charge,  that 
140,000  seamen  were  not  at  this  time  ne- 
cressary,  the  hon.  gentleman  had  answered 
himself;  since  he  acknowledged  that  the 
navy  must  not  be  disbanded  ;  and  because 
we  had  at  present  the  superiority  on  land, 
were  we  to  lessen  our  pre-eminence  at 
tea .'  In*his  view  no  policy  could  be  worse, 
than  that  because  a  peace  might  perhaps 
take  place>  it  would  be  fit  to  reduce  our 
naval  strength.    If  at  any  futare  period 
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such  an  event  should  occur,  parliament 
would  have  the  power  of  limiting  our 
naval  power  ;  but  in  the  present  posture 
of  aildirs  Bonaparte  could  wish  nothing 
better  than  to  see  all  our  ships  laid  up  in 
ordinary,  and  our  seamen  turned  adrifk 
upon  the  country.  The  hon.  gentleipan 
had  said,  that  our  navy  now  had  compa- 
ratively little  employment.  What  had 
become  of  the  enemy's  fleets  formerly  so 
much  talked  of? — Where  was  the  Toulon 
fleet  ?— At  Toulon  ready  to  put  to  sea  on 
the  first  opportunity.  Of  how  many 
sail  did  that  consist  ?  Of  not  less  than  25 
or  1^6  sail. — In  the  Scheldt  there  were/ 
how  many  ?— Twenty-seven  nearly  ready 
for  sea. — Was  not  this  a  formidable  arma- 
ment tor  our  navy  to  meet  ? — At  Brest* 
Cherbourg^  and  in  the  Texel,  there  were 
also  many  ships,  of  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Baring) -seemed  to  have  no 
recollection.  He  recommended  that  every 
individual  who  brought  forward  serious 
charges  of  this  nature  should  be  better  in-^ 
formed. 

Lord  CastUreagh  said,  that  whatever 
prospects  might  open  favourable  to  re- 
trenchments in  our  necessarily  great  public 
expenditure,  the  House  might  be  assured, 
would  be  readily  embraced  by  govern- 
ment. In  no  preceding  year  had  the  dif- 
ficulties attending  the  due  distribution  of 
our  naval  forces  been  greater  than  during 
the  last  year.  If  we  had  not  had  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Russian  fleet,  he  did  not 
believe  that  we  could  have  made  it  efiec* 
tual  for  all  purposes.  That  we  had  no 
formidable  enemy  actually  at  sea,  was 
among  the  number  of  the  existing  diffi- 
culties. The  House  and  the  country 
ought  to  know,  thnt,  notwithstanding  the 
inuncnsc  pressure  which  had  been  niaue  on 
the  enemy's  naval  resources  for  many  pre- 
ceding years,  yet  he  had  not  relaxed  his 
maritime  efforts;  and  that  he  had  still 
fleets  in  most  of  his  leading  arsenals, 
read)'  for  sea.  He  had,  in  fact,  been  ac- 
cumulating his  marine  forces  by  rapid 
strides.  The  demand  on  the  American 
station  had  been  prodigious.  The  Baltic 
had  also  been  a  great  pressure  on  oor 
means,  in  consequence  of  its  vicinity  to 
military  operations.  We  might,  bat  for 
our  naval  exertions  there,  have  seen,  not  a 
part,  but  the  whole  of  the  army  of  Den* 
mark  put  in  motion  under  the  direction  of 
France.  He  trusted,  that  the  House  would 
feel,  that  government  would  not  unneces- 
sarily keep  up  our  naval  forces :  if  ihmf 
shewed  such  a  disposition,  it  was  in  thm 
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power  of  the  Hoase>  tt  all  times,  to  recal 
them  to  their  duty.  The  numbers  of  sea- 
men now  actually  terYlng,  approached 
very  closely  to  the  vote  now  proposed, 
which  was  precisely  the  same  as  the  last, 
and  brought  forward  at  the  same  period 
of  the  session.  Whenever,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  engaged  us  with  our 
allies,  or  concerned  our  operations  in  the 
peninsula,  retrenchments  would  be  justifi- 
able, he  trusted  that  ministers  would 
vigilantly  turn  their  attention  to  every 
practicable  and  wise  means  of  reduction. 
But  parliament  would  recollect,  that  it 
was  our  duty  to  proceed  with  prudence 
and  foresight.  If  we  8udden>y  disbanded, 
It  would  not  be  so  easy  a  task,  on  an 
emergency,  to  recal  our  seamen  to  the 
naval  force  of  the  country.  He  was  not 
DOW  prejudging  retrenchments,  but  merely 
voting  for  the  usual  provision. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
say  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  reduc- 
tion in  consequence  of  the  accommoda^ 
tion  of  different  branches  of  his  expendi- 
ture by  the  enemy.  He  thought  the 
hon.  member  had  been  better  informed 
respecting  the  state  of  the  French  finances, 
than  to  have  made  this  assertion.  His 
opinions  might  be  corrected,  by  adverting 
to  the  published  statements  of  them.  It 
was  quite  clear,  in  this  view,  that  France 
had  not  lost  sight  of  her  marine,  nor  bad 
neglected  any  means  of  supporting  it. 
All  that  we  now  proposed  was>  to  main- 
tain our  marine  at  the  same  rate  as  before, 
should  it  be  necessary.  At  any  time 
previous  to  the  Appropriation  Act,  the 
House  had  it  in  its  power  to  make  such 
alterations  as  it  saw  fitting. 

Mr.  A,  baring  said,  with  respect  to  the 
point  of  time,  that  the  House  very  seldom 
sat  so  early  as  they  did  this  session.  The 
motion  might  have  been  postponed  till 
the  matter  was  better  understood.  The 
30  or  40  vessels  in  the  Chesapeake  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  had  disgraced  the 
country  by  their  ineffectiveness,  or  rather 
by  their  injurious  mode  of  warfare.  All 
the  arg«iments  used  on  the  opposite  side 
would  apply  as  well  to  the  extension  of 
our  naval  force  to  150,000  seamen.  Surely 
the  fleet  in  the  Scheldt  could  not  be  in  a 
state  of  such  perfect  readiness  for  sea,  and 
he  doubted  much  whether  that  at  Toulon 
was.  The  question  with  him  was,  whe- 
ther, at  present,  greater  exertions  rould 
not  be  made  by  land,  through  retrencb- 
nenu  at  sea.  Next  year  he  thought  that 
France  could  not  bo  ablo  to  do  much  at 


tea ;  all  her  resources  would  be  wanted 
to  meet  her  dangers  by  land.  Our  meant 
should  be  directed  to  great  ends,  and  not 
frittered  away. 

Mr.  Croker  rose,  and  stated,  that  not 
long  ago  the  French  fleet  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Scheldt  amounted  to  16  sail  of  tho 
line,  to  all  appearance  ready  for  service. 
In  the  Texel  there  were  not  less  than  five« 
sometimes  ten,  in  the  same  condition  of. 
preparation.  Although  some  might  be- 
lieve that  the  enemy  Ivad  withdrawn  many 
of  his  seamen  from  his  fleets,  yet  it  would 
have  been  an  improper  contidence  on  the 
part  of  government,  on  a  public  rumour, 
so  to  reduce  our  armaments  as  to  permit 
them,  so  near  to* our  own  coasts,  to  move 
about,  insufficiently  watched  and  guarded. 
The  hon.  member's  opinion  concerning 
the  Toulon  fleet  was  monstrous  ;  since  it 
was  but  recently  that  government  was 
accused  of  neglect  in  that  quarter;  of 
having  a  naval  force  inferior  to  that  of 
the  enemy  ;  particularly  on  the  occasion 
of  L'Emeriau's  once  coming  out  to  sea» 
and  returning  to  harbour.  Did  not  an 
enemy's  force  of  50  sail  of  the  line  re- 
quire watching  ?  If  the  Admiralty  were 
the  victims  of  those  illusions  of  the  hon. 
member,  they  would  indeed  become  liable 
to  reproach.  As  to  the  time  at  which  the 
motion  was  now  made,  it  became  neces* 
sary  to  make  it  in  the  last  month  of  the 
last  year's  expenditure.  It  was  also  ne- 
cessary that  our  brave  seamen  should  be 
paid  and  fed  :  but  then  it  might  be  said, 
"  put  it  off*  till  January."  Why,  the 
necessity  of  this  motion  was  among  the 
other  important  reasons,  why  parliament 
was  assembled  so  soon  this  session !  But 
all  that  was  now  intended  or  proposed 
was,  to  vote  one  half  of  what  was  wanted. 
All  the  civil  part  of  the  naval  expendi- 
ture, new  buildings,  repairs,  and  other 
items,  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  fairly  arise,  were  kept  back  for  the 
period  of  ihe  ordinary  estimates,  three  or 
four  months  hence.  Government  might 
have  adopted  another  mode,  by  proposing 
a  rateable  sum,  for  a  few  months'  ex- 
penditure; but  they  had  not  done  to« 
because  they  must  then  have  forced  upon 
the  House,  at  that  early  period,  the  whole 
affairs  of  the  naval  department,  to  be 
printed  and  voted.  It  was  thought  much 
preferable  to  ask,  now,  for  no  more  than 
what  appeared  necessary  for  the  payment 
of  our  seamen,  and  the  ex)>enses  of  oar 
ships  actually  at  sea;  leaving  all  the  rest 
for  futore  consideration  and  diKuttion* 
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WbeQover  the  hon.  m^mliar  thould  (hiqlc 
prqper  to  move  apy  propositions  on  tbis 
aatuect,  he  should  have,  ««  far  as  bis  (Mr. 
C.'s)  humble  abilities  went,  every  assist- 
anee  in  bis  power  to  afford  him;  being 
copfident  that  an  enquiry  would  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  Admirally,  and  prove 
the  hon.  member  to  be  misinformed.  He 
qoold  not  tell  why  sir  J.  Warren  bad  30 
pennants  in  the  Chesapeake;  but  the 
Don.  member  might  be  a  better  admiral 
than  sir  J.  Warren.  That  admiral  was 
responsible  for  his  conduct.  He  had  done 
what  he  thought  proper  in  his  situation. 
With  120  pennants,  he  might  have  had 
30  in  the  Chesapeake:  he  did  not  know 
that  he  had,  and  he  thought  he  had  not. 
He  wished  to  put  in  his  plea  for  those 
brave  officers  and  men  who  had  been 
blockading  that  coast  during  dreadful 
weather,  thut  their  characters  might  not 
be  hinted  away.  He  wished  the  officers 
bad  not  been  alluded  to.  The  naval  adt 
ministration  would  be  found  perfectly 
ready  to  defend  itself;  and  as  to  the  of- 
ficers, be  hoped  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try had  full  confidence  in  them ;  iar  what 
had  they  not  to  acknowledge,  or  to  ex- 
pect, from  the  tried  skill,  courage,  and 
valour  of  British  seamen  ? 

Mr.  A.  Bariag  said,  that  the  enemy's 
fleets  might  not  require  to  be  watched  by 
a  fleet  equal  to  theirs ;  but  our  numerous 
force  on  the  American  coast  had  done 
nothing  essential,  and  the  service  ap- 
peared to  have  been  much  neglected. 
That  was  his  decided  opinion  firom  all  he 
heard  respecting  it.  which  had  been  from 
many  quarters.  Whoever  was  in  fault, 
the  navy  had  been  neglected.  It  did  not 
follow  from  what  he  said,  that  be  was  a 
good  admiral.  All  be  pretended  to  say 
was,  that  the  force  employed  had  been 
very  ill  directed  to  its  objects. 

Lord  Caukreagh  said,  that  this  question 
could  only  be  discussed  fairly  at  a  future 
time.  It  should  not  have  been  opened  up 
now.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of 
particulars,  the  general  exertions  had  en- 
abled us  to  contend  in  America  without 
any  prejudice  to  operations  in  Europe. 

The  Resolution,  and  the  other  usual 
•net  for  the  respective  sums,  were  put 
and  carried. 


Hellbstovb.  ]  Mr.  Basics  brought  op 
a  Bill  for  securing  the  freedom  of  election 
in  this  "boroagh ;  which  was  read  a  first 
lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
iima  OQ  Wedneiday,  after  loma  obsenra- 
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Petition  of  DfiBxoas  in  tub  Flbet 
Prisjn.]  a  Petition  of  several  inaqlvent 
debtors  was  presented  by  sir  Samael 
Romilly,  and  read  :  setting  forth.  That  the 
petitioners  are  prisoners  for  debt  in  hit 
Majesty's  prison  of  the  Fleet,  where  moai 
of  them  have  been  confined  upwarda  of 
six  months,  and  several  nine,  twelve. 
fifteen,  and  even  eighteen  montha;  and 
that  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  last  aeaaioa 
of  parliament  for  the  relief  of  inseUenI 
debtors  in  England;  but,  notwithstanding 
the  said  Act  received  the  royal  assent  on 
the  10th  day  of  July  last,  and  a  fit  peraoa 
might  have  been  appointed  commissioner 
under  the  same  within  a  few  days  afker, 
yet  no  such  appointment  was  notified  in 
the  London  Gazette  till  the  21si  day  of 
September  last ;  when  Arthur'Palmer,  esq. 
Serjeant  at  law,  was  appointed  to  be  aoch 
commissioner ;  and  that  alihoegb  seven 
weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  said  appoint* 
ment,  yet  no  person  hath  been  dischargtd 
from  confinement  under  the  said  Ac^  not* 
withstanding  the  provisions  thereof,  that  a 
notice  of  twenty  days  only  is  required  lo 
be  given  to  the  creditors  of  the  peraooa 
seeking  the  benefit  of  the  same ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have  long  since  taken  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  said  Act,  and  hava 
delivered  in  a  schedule  containing  a  fqll 
and  true  description  of  their  debts«  and 
of  the  property  whereof  they  are  poa» 
sessed,  and  have  petitioned  the  commits 
sioner  to  appoint  an  early  day  for  hearing 
the  matter  of  their  petitions ;  but  not  mora 
than  thirty  orders  have  been  made  by  him 
upon  such  petitions,  and  under  thoaa 
orders  some  of  the  petitioners  are  Qol  to 
be  brought  before  the  commissioner  till 
the  24th  of  December  next;  and  ihay 
apprehend  that,  according  to  the  mods  in 
which  the  commissioner  is  now  proCMdr 
in^,  many  of  them  will  not  have  their  pa« 
titions  heard  till  February  or  March  nnlk^ 
and  even  later;  and  that  the  petitionary 
in  consequence  of  their  long  confinaoKinl^ 
are  suffering  the  greatest  privations  and 
distress,  many  of  them  bavins  Ayaiiliai 
who  are  entirely  dependent  on  their  exti^ 
tions,  and  who  are  at  this  momem  in  a 
state  of  absolute  starvation  and  deepottv 
dency;  and  praying,  that  their  serioaa 
distrasaai  may  ba  lakea  into  iha  imniav 
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diate  ^OMidemtiM  of  tbii  Home,  Mid  that 
they  will  please  to  adopt  pfOceeditagi  for 
their  speedy  liberation. 

Sir  S.  HomiUy  said,  he  fslt  it  proper  to 
present  the  Petition  of  these  individuilsi 
as  soon  as  possible ;  but  as  it  contained 
some  imputations  against  a  learned  gen- 
tieman  (Mr.  Palmer),  who  was  not  a 
member  of  that  House,  and  therefore  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself, 
he  thouffht  that  'he  should  have  acted 
Wrong,  if  he  had  introduced  the  Petition 
before  he  bad  communicated  its  contents 
to  that  gentleman.  He  therefore  delayed  ! 
presenting  it  for  24  hours;  and  in  the 
interim  he  stated  to  Mr.  Palmer  the  alle- 
tfatiohs  contained  in  the  Petition.— Mr. 
Palmer  obserred,  in  Answer,  that  as  soon 
as  he  Was  appointed  to  the  situation,  he 
applied  for  a  proper  place  in  which  he 
might  hold  his  co«rt  It  was  necessury 
that  it  should  be  in  a  public  situation, 
where  all  creditors  of  persons  claiming 
under  the  Act  shooltl  hate  an  opportunity 
of  attending.  Some  difficulty  arose  in 
procuring  a  place  of  this  description,  but 
the  Guildhall  of  Westminster  was  utti- 
maiely  appointed  for  the  purpose.  He 
had  then  determined  on  hearing  twenty 
petitions  each  day,  till  the  whole  were 
disposed  of-— the  total  number  intending 
to  claim  being  1350.  He  felt  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  him  to  make  this  statement; 
at  the  same  time  he  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary to  present  the  Petition,  as  it  was  of 
so  much  importance  to  a  great  number  of 
debtors,  both  with  relation  to  themseWes 
and  to  their  wires  and  families. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  did  not  rise  to  op* 
pose  the  Petition.  Those  who  had  a 
richt  to  expect  any  benefit  under  the  In- 
solvent Act,  might  reasonably  be  sup- 
posed to  feel  much  disappointment  at  its 
not  haTing  been  carried  into  effect ;  and 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  think  that  the 
blame  originated  with  the  persons  to  whom 
its  execution  was  confided  :— A  report  had 
gone  abroad,  the  source  of  which  be  could 
not  imagine,  that  a  noble  relation  of  his 
(fiscount  Sidroouth),  the  secretary  for  the 
home  department,  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  delay  complained  of.  Now,  in  point 
of  fact,  no  blame  could  be  attached  to 
that  nobleman.  When  he  said  this,  he 
by  no  means  wished  to  shelter  the  con- 
duct of  his  noble  relative  from  enquiry ; 
for  he  would  undertake  to  prove  and  de- 
monstrate to  any  gentleman,  that  every 
possible  effort  had  been  made  by  that 
noble  lord,  in  the  exetntion  ef  his  official 


duties,  to  carry  into  e^ct  the  pravSsiont 
of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Act>  as  far  as  h« 
was  concerned.  Every  unprejudiced  man 
most  see  the  difficoUiea  which  were  to  b« 
surmounted,  before  the  Act  could  be  reft« 
dered  effective.  Much  difficulty  was  «to» 
perienced  in  procuring  a  pfOper  persoii  to 
investigate  the  various  cases  that  would  • 
arise ;  and  certainly  fto  unnecessary  do- 
lay  had  taken  place  in  selecting  the  indi* 
visual.  Considerable  difficulty  was  also 
encountered,  in  providing  a  situation 
where  he  could  conveniently  discharge 
his  duties.  The  learned  gentleOian  (sir  9i 
Romilly),  he  was  ture,  did  not  mean  to 
impute  the  blame  of  any  delay  in  carry* 
ing  the  measure  into  effect,  to  his  noble 
relative,  or  to  the  learned  serjeant  on 
whom  the  appointment  of  judce  had  been 
conferred ;  but  still  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  make  these  few  observations,  in 
consequence  of  certain  assertions  con« 
tained  in  the  petition. 

Alderman  C.  Smiih  expressed  a  bopt 
that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  extending 
the  benefit  of  the  Act  to  those  for  whom 
it  was  intended.  If  only  twenty  cases 
were  heard  ptr  diem,  the  object  of  the  hs« 
gislature  would  not  be  effected  for  a  great 
length  of  time.  Newgate  was  at  present 
full  of  debtors,  anxiously  waiting  for  their 
deliverance;  and  they  thought  it  ex* 
tremely  hard,  that  no  proceeding  had  yet 
taken  place  under  the  Act.  Much  of  the 
delay  might,  perhaps,  have  been  avoided^ 
if  a  salary  for  the  judge  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  H,  Addmgum  wished  to  put  the 
worthy  alderman  right  on  the  point  to 
which  he  had  last  adverted.  The  cir* 
cumstance  of  no  salary  having  been  in- 
serted in  the  Act,  had  not  occasioned  any 
delay.  When  it  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home 
department,  he  immediately  stated  the  fact 
to  the  noble  lord  at  the  bead  of  the  Tree* 
sury,  and  the  latter  took  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  paying  an  adequate  sa* 
lary ;  as  he  entertained  no  doubt  that 
parliament  would  ultimately  sanction  his 
conduct. 

Mr.  Kenrick  b9l\S,  when  the  Insolvent 
Debtors'  Bill  was  before  the  House,  he 
had  distinctly  stated,  that,  until  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  was  known,  and  the  duty 
which  was  likely  to  devolve  on  the  indi- 
vidoal  appointed  to  administer  its  provi* 
sions  was  fairly  understood,  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  estimate  the  jost  amount  of 
the  salary  to  be  granted.    He  had  also 
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stated  at  the  time,  that  it  was  intended,  at 
a  future  period,  to  make  an  alteration  iu 
the  rules  of  the  King's-bench  and  Fleet, 
where  many  persons  at  present  lived  in 
luxury  on  the  property  of  their  creditors, 
whom  they  set  at  defiance. 

Sir  Samuel  Komilly  was  very  glad  that 
the  learned  gentleman  had  made  the  state- 
ment which  he  had  just  heard,  as  it  did 
away  a  gross  mistake  into  which  many 
persons  had  fallen.  It  was  said,  that  the 
Bill  had  passed  through  that  House,  with- 
out any  salary  being  annexed  to  the  situa- 
tion or  judge,  and  that  this  circumstance 
was  not  observed  at  the  time.  Now  this 
was  not  the  fact.  No  neglect  could  be 
'attributed  to  the  House.  Gentlemen  were 
perfectly  aware,  that  no  salary  was  men- 
tioned. They  felt,  that,  as  the  duties  of 
the  office  were  quite  uncertain,  it  was  not 
possible  to  fix  the  salary  at  that  moment. 
It  appeared  to  them,  that  the  same  system 
might  be  pursued,  which  had  been  before 
acted  upon  in  other  cases ;  for  instance, 
in  the  appointment  of  commissioners-— 
that  the  question  of  remuneration  should 
not  be  previously  settled,  but  should  be 
left  for  decision  after  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  ascertained.  They  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  best  thing  they  could  do 
was,  to  leave  the  Bill  in  all  respects  as  it 
was  introduced  into  the  other  Housr, 
where,  they  supposed,  it  had  received  the 
tacit  approbation  of  all  the  great  law  au- 
thorities. 

Mr.  Kenrick  said,  he  felt  very  great  sa- 
tisfaction in  seeing  that  Mr.  Serjeant 
Palmer  (one  of  his  oldest  professional 
friends,  titan  whom  a  more  honourable  or 
a  more  learned  man  was  not  to  be  found 
in  Westminster-hail)  was  by  the  fair  and 
candid  statement  of  the  learned  gentleman 
(sir  S.  iiomilly)  absolved  from  blame. 
After  the  observations  made  by  that  learned 
gentleman,  he  would  only  say,  that  the 
consideration  of  fixing  a  salary  for  Mr. 
Serjeant  Palmer  had  not  delayed  the  mea- 
sure a  single  hour. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Rxcltequer  said,  that 
no  delay  whatever  had  been  occasioned, 
in  consequence  of  the  non- insertion  of  the 
amount  of  the  judge's  salary  in  the  In- 
solvent Act.  When  an  application  on  that 
subject  was  made,  he  was  directed  to 
recommend  to  the  crown,  that  such  a 
salary  should  be  forthwith  ordered,  as  the 
nature  of  the  duties  attached  to  the  office 
might  appear  to  demand. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  th«  table. 


Thanks  of  the  House  to  Majoe  Ge- 
neral George  Anson.]  Major  general 
George  Anson  being  come  to  the  House, 
Mr,  Speaker  acquainted  him  with  the 
Resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  Sd  day  of 
December,  1812,  and  of  the  7  th  .day  of 
July  last,  respecting  his  services  in  the 
battles  of  Salamanca  and  Vittoria  ^ .  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  Thanks  of  the 
House  accordingly,  as  followeth  : 

"  Major-general  Anson ;  When  last  I 
had  the  honour  of  addressing  yop  from 
this  place,  you  came  to  receive  oar  Thanks 
for  your  share  iu  the  glorious  battle  of 
Talavera. 

"  Pursuing  the  same  career,  under  the 
same  illustrious  commander,  it  is  more 
gratifying  than  surprizing  to  see,  that  in 
succeeding  campaigns  you  have  reaped 
new  laurels. 

"  The  badge  of  honour  which  comme- 
morates your  services  at  Salamanca,  brings 
to  our  recollection  those  skilful  operations 
in  which  you  were  engaged  upon  the 
Douro  previous  to  that  memorable  day, 
and  the  destruction  which  your  cavalry 
poured  down  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy  in  their  flight. 

'<  In  the  battle  of  Vittoria  the  British 
cavalry  also  took  their  part ;  ant),  acting 
with  the  left  wing  of  the  allied  army, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  lieute- 
nant general  sir  Thomas  Graham,  a  name 
never  to  be  mentioned  in  our  military 
annals  without  the  strongest  expressions  of 
respect  and  admiration,  your  squadrons 
contributed  to  cut  oil'  the  enemy  from 
their  direct  retreat  into  Trance  ;  and  all 
Europe  has  heard  of  their  consequent  rout 
and  dispersion. 

"  To  you,  Sir,  I  am  therefore  commanded 
to  express  the  gratitude  of  this  Hopse; 
and,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and.  Ire- 
land in  parliament  a'^scmbled,  I  do  now 
deliver  to  you  their  unanimous  Thanks  for 
your  distinguished  exertions  in  the  battle 
of  Salamanca,  upon  the  22d  July,  1812, 
which  terminated  in  a  glorious  and  decisive 
victory  over  the  enemy's  army  ; 

"  And  also  for  your  great  exertions 
upon  the  21st  of  June  last,  when  the 
Vrcnch  army  was  completely  dcfeatei^  by 
the  allied  forces  near  Vitioiia,  under  the 
marquis  of  Wellington's  command.^' 

Upon  which  Major  General  Anson  said; 

"  Sir ;  This  is  the  second  lime  I  hate 
had  the  honour  of  rising  in  this  distin- 
guished as<^emb)y  to  receive  through  yoUf 
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Sir,  the  thanks  of  my  coQiHry ;  to  which, 
«nd  to  this  honoumble  House,  I  retaro  my 
warmest  acknowledgmrots. 

**  I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  illus- 
trious and  noble  commander  with  whom  I 
hare  had  the  happiness  of  serTing,  or  to 
those  braTe  troops  under  his  command 
(whose  i^allantry  and  discipline  I  have  bad 
•och  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing), 
did  I  not  assure  you,  that  it  is  to  them  I' 
con^der  myself  indebted  for  being  placed 
in  this  highly  honourable  situation ;  I 
should  be  greatly  deficient  also  in  what  is 
due' to  myself  were  I  to  omit  expressing 
my  sincere  and  most  heartfelt  thanks  to 
yon.  Sir,  for  the  very  gratifying  manner  in 
which  you  have  conveyed  to  me  the  sen- 
timents of  my  country  on  this,  and  on  a 
former  occasion ;  thus  conferring  upon  me 
an  additional  mark  of  distinction  which  it 
will  ever  be  my  pride  to  acknowledge/' 

Ordered,  netn,  con.  that  what  has  been 
now  said  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  giving  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  to  major  general 
Anson,  together  with  his  Answer  thereto, 
l>e  primed  in  the  Votes  of  this  day. 

Thanks  of  the  House  to  Sir  Thomas 
PicTON.J  Lieutenant- general  sir  Thomas 
Picton,  knight  of  the  most  honourable 
order  of  the  Bath,  being  come  to  the 
House,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  him  with 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  7th  of 
July  last,  and  of  the  8th  instant,  respecting 
his  senrices  in  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  and 
in  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  allied 
armies  in  Spain  ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  g^ve 
him  the  Thanks  of  the  House  accordingly, 
ms  followeth : 

"  Lieutenant-general  sir  Thomas  Picton; 

"  III  this  House  your  name  has  been 
long  since  enrolled  amongst  those  who 
bare  obtained  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
try for  distinguished  military  services ; 
and  we,  this  day,  rejoice  to  see  you 
amongst  us,  cjaiming  again  the  tribute  of 
our  thanks  for  fresh  exploits  and  achiere- 
ments. 

'*  Wherever  the  history  of  the  peninsalar 
war  shall  be  related,  your  name  will  be 
found  amongst  the  foremost  in  that  race  of 
glory ;  by  your  sword  the  British  troops^ 
were  led  on  to  the  Tictorioos  assault  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo;  by  your  daring  hand 
the  British  standard  was  planted  upon 
the  castle  of  Badajoz ;  when  the  usurper 
of  the  Spanish  throne  was  driven  to  make 
his  last  stand  at  Vittoria,  your  battalions 
filled  the  centre  of  that  formidable  line, 
before  which  the  Teteran  troops  of  France  . 
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fled  in  terror  and  dismay  ;  and  by  your 
skill,  prudence,  and  valour,  exerted  in  a 
critical  hour,  the  enemy  was  foiled  in  his 
desperate  attempt  to  break  through  the 
barrier  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  raise  the 
blockade  of  Pamplona. 

*«  Foi'  the  deeds  of  Vittoria  and  the  Py- 
renees, this  double  harvest  of  glory  in  one 
year,  the  House  of  Commons  has  resolved 
again  to  give  you  the  tribute  of  its  thanks; 
and  I  do  therefore  now,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  command  of  the  Commons  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land in  parliament  assembled,' deliver  to 
you  their  unanimous  tb^inks  for  yoifr 
great  exertions  upon  the  21st  of  June  last 
near  Vittoria,  when  the  French  army  was 
completely  defeated  by  the  ailed  forcea 
under  the  marquis  of  Wellington's  com* 
mand  ; 

''  And  also,  for  the  valour,  steadiness,  and 
exertion,  so  successfully  displayed  by  yoo 
in  repelling  the  repeated  attacks  made  oa 
the  position  of  the  allied  army  by  the 
whole  French  forces  under  the  command 
of  marshal  Soult  between  the  25th  July 
and  1st  of  August  last.*^ 

Upon  which  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Thomas  Picion  said : 

"  Sir  ;  Being  entirely  unaccustomed  to 
speak  in  public,  I  have  great  difficulty  in 
expressing  the  high  degree  of  gratification 
that  1  feel  at  the  very  flattering  sentiments 
which  this  honourable  House  has  been 
pleased  to  entertain  of  my  services,  and 
at  the  very  handsome  nuinner  in  which 
they  have  been  communicated.  I  have 
always.  Sir,  regarded  the  thanks  of  this 
honourable  House  as  one  of  the  highest 
honours  which  could  be  conferred. on  any 
officer  ;  as  the  unquestionable  evidence  of 
past,  and  the  greatest  incitement  to  future 
services. 

*'  But  I  can  apply  individually  to  myself 
but  a  small  part  of  the  high  commenda- 
tions which  have  been  so  liberally  and 
handsomely  bestowed  ;  a  great  proportion 
is  unquestionably  due  to  the  generals  and 
officers  commanding  brigades  and  corps 
in  the  division,  for  the  judgment  and  gal- 
lantry with  which  the  services  alluded  to 
were  invariably  executed  :  and  to  the 
officers  and  troops  in  general,  for  the  spirit 
and  intrepidity  which  bore  down  all  re- 
siistance,  and  secured  complete  tnccess  in 
all  the  important  enterprizes  on  which  the 
division  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  em- 
ployed daring  the  whole  coarse  of  Umt 
war  in  the  peninsula. 

(G) 


83]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

"  h  will  ever  be  the  height  of  my  pride 
and  ambition  to  share  the  fortunes  of  a 
corps  eminently  conspicuous  for  every 
high  military  quali6cation»  and  actuated 
by  a  spirit  of  heroism  which  renders  it 
truly  invincible.  With  such  instruments, 
Sir,  vou  will  easily  conceive  that  il  cannot 
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be  di/Ficult  to  obtain  success ;  and  it  would 
be  unfortunate  in  the  extreme  if  we  failed 
entirely  to  reflect  some  of  the  brilliant 
rays  of  the  great  luminary  that  directed 
us." 

Ordered,  nem.  con.  That  what  has  been 
now  said  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  giving  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  to  lieutenant-general 
•ir  Thomas  Picton,  together  with  his  An- 
swer thereto,  be  printed  in  the  Votes  of 
this  day. 

Report  from  thv  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply.] Mr.  Lushington  reported  from  the 
CommKtee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  of  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty^  the  Resolutions 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  House  ;  and  the  same  were  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  are  as  fol- 
low: 

1.  That  140,000  men  be  emplayed  for 
the  sea  service  for  the  year  181 4,  includ* 
ing  3 1 ,400  royal  marines. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3,230,500^ 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  wages  of 
the  said  140,000  men  for  IS  months,  at 
the  rate  of  \L  l5s,  Od.  per  man  per  month. 

3.  Thatasom,  not  exceeding  4,572,750/. 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  for  victuals 
for  the  said  140.000  men  for  13  months, 
at  the  rate  of  2/.  lOf.  3(2.  per  man  per 
month. 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceed  ing  3,9 1 3,000/. 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  for  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  ships  in  which  the  said 
140,000  men  are  to  serve  for  13  months,  at 
the  rate  of  2/.  3«.  per  man  per  month. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  637,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  ordnance 
for  sea  service  on  board  the  ships  in  which 
the  said  1 40,000  men  are  to  serve  for  J  3 
months,  at  the  rate  of  7#.  per  man  per 
month. 

New  Military  Arrangements.1  Lord 
CaUlereagh,  in  rising  to  propose  nis  plan 
for  the  new  arrangements  in  the  army, 
said,  he  should  not  dwell  upon  the  expe- 
diency, at  the  present  moment,  of  giving 
every  possible  efficiency  to  the  disposable 
force  of  the  country.    On  that  subject 
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there  was  but  one  sentiment  in  every  part 
of  the  House  ;  nor  should  be  do  jaslice  to 
the  strength  and  prevalence  of  this  senti- 
ment, if  he  were  not  to  state  bis  codtic- 
tion,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  every  iodiTi* 
dual  in  the  House  and  in  the  kioffdom  to 
use  every  exertion  for  securing  tne  per- 
manent honour  and  interests  of  the  coon- 
trv,  consistently  with  the  necessary  limits 
of  our  military  and  political  resources. 
His  object  would  not  therefore  be  to  re- 
commend exertion,  but  to  consider  whet 
direction  it  would  be  most  advisable  to 
give  to  that  exertion,  in  order  to  make  it 
most  effectual ;  and  to  strike  a  fair  ba- 
lance between  the  advantages  and  disad* 
vantages  of  the  different  degrees  and 
modes  of  operation  which  oar  cir- 
cumstances placed  within  our  reach. 
In  this  view,  then,  he  was  not  about  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  make  any  great  or 
unnatural  effort;  or  to  call  upon  the 
country  for  any  sacrifices  greater  than 
were  made  by  the  other  states  of  Europe : 
all  that  be  wished  was,  to  urge  tbem  to 
use  proportionable  efforts,  and  to  snbmit 
to  equal  sacrifices  in  support  of  the-  com- 
mon cause,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giTing 
a  happy  and  glorious  result  to  that  senti- 
ment which  now  animated  the  great  con- 
federacy of  Europe,  to  check  the  ambi^ 
tion,  and  limit  the  power,  without  tarnish- 
ing the  honour,  of  France.  The  awistancs 
of  Great  Britain  might  be  more  eflSMStQallj 
employed  for  this  purpose,  by  indirectly 
aiding  the  allies  by  our  resources,  than  1^ 
immediste  and  partial  efforts  of  our  own. 
j  He  relied  the  more  confidently  on  the 
'  propriety  of  this  line  of  policy,  because 
he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
continued  firmness  and  moderation  of  oar 
counsels  that  Europe  was  in  its  present 
state.  It  had  been  restored  from  the  ho- 
miliation  and  ruin  which  overwhelmed  it, 
to  a  proud  height  of  honour  and  indepen- 
dence, by  the  prudence,  not  less  than  by 
the  magnificence  of  our  exertiona.  It 
was  this  wise  and  long-sighted  forbear- 
ance, this  determination  not  to  push  oar 
efforts  beyond  our  resources,  that  had 
given  an  increasing  impetut  and  tnamautm 
to  them ;  whereas  by  a  premature  and 
*  inconsiderate  waste  of  strength,  the  spring 
of  national  spirit  would  have  been  broken 
down,  and  our  career  arrested  in  its  pro* 
gress.  But  now,  when  all  the  world  was 
making  one  great  effort  for  its  redemption, 
it  became  the  spirit  of  this  coun*ry  to  take 
part,  a  proud  part  in  it — not  to  overstrain 
or  exhaust  iuelf;  but  not  to  shrink  back 
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in  the  decisiTe  moment,  not  to  suffer  tU 
the  adTant»^s  and  all  the  glory  which 
had  been  gained,  to  be  lost  by  a  deficiency 
of  cordial  co-bperation  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain.  We  stood  now  in  the  si- 
tuation of  haTing  obtained  all  the  objects 
originally  proposed  by  the  war,  even 
beyond  the  most  sani^oine  expeetation. 
The  independence  of  the  peninsula,  in 
particular,  had  been  placed  upon  a  firm 
and  lasting  basis.  In  the  former  cam- 
paigns, the  success  of  the  British  arms 
under  lord  Wellington  had  been  great  and 
brilliant;  but  now  that  his  victories  were 
as  numerous  fis  the  battles  which  he 
fought,  that  be  had  no  longer  any  occasion 
to  look  back  to  the  impregnable  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras  as  a  last  resource ;  now 
that  his  great  genius  had  accomplished  all 
that  his  ardent  and  patriotic  mind  had 
proposed  to  iuelf,  and  had  placed  the 
liberties  and  territories  of  the  whole  pe- 
ninsula under  our  protection,  would  it  not 
be  an  abase  of  confidence  in  the  plans  of 
that  gallant  leader,  and  an  abuse  of  confi« 
dence  in  the  success  which  almost  uni- 
formly  attended  the  British  arms,  to  turn 
back  so  near  the  end  of  all  our  labours 
and  triumphs,  and  not  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
victory  which  were  put  into  our  hands  ? 
He  did  not  mean,  by  any  thing  that  he 
had  said,  to  insinuate  a  wish  that  we 
should  expose'  what  we  gained  to  unne- 
cessary hazard,  or  launch  into  a  sphere 
which  was  better  occupied  by  others  : 
but,  without  explaining  himself  more  par- 
ticularly, he  might  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
there  were  points  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  this  country,  both  in  a  commer- 
cial  and  political  view,  where  a  corps  of 
10  or  perhaps  20,000  men  co-operating 
with  our  maritime  strength,  might  turn 
the  tide  of  success  in  our  favour.  He  did 
not  think  there  could  be  any  hesitation, 
where  such  a  force  would  make  the  whole 
difference,  whether  an  old  and  useful  ally 
should  be  rescued  from  the  grasp  of  the 
enemy,  or  left  denuded  of  all  support.  He 
did  not  therefore  recommend  unlimited 
increased  exertion,  but  mitigated  increased 
exertion ;  that  is,  an  increase  of  exertion 
proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
end,  and  consistent  with  the  extent  of  our 
tneans;  and  on  this  principle  he  wpold 
rest  the  meriu  of  the  plan  which  he  was 
about  to  submit  to  the  House. 

With  respect  to  the  supply  of  the  army, 
all  the  advantages  had  resulted  from  the 
existing  system  which  had  been  expected 
Irom  it.    It  was  gratifying  to  him  to  be 


able  to  state,  that  such  had  been  the  means 
placed  in  the  hands  of  government  in  re* 
cruiting  the  army,  and  so  little  had  been 
the  waste  made  of  human  life,  that  both 
the  regular  army  and  th^  militia  remained 
at  as  high  a  point  of  numerical  force  as 
ever,  in  spite  of  ail  the  exertions  we  had 
made:  and  certainly  no.  nation  ever  did 
push  ita>  exertions  abroad,  in  proportion 
to  its  physical  strength,  farther  than  we 
had  done  in  the  last  years  of  the  war.  It 
reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  illus* 
trious  individual  at  the  head  of  the  war 
department,  that  such  was  the  attention 
paid  to  the  health  and  discipline  of  the 
army,  that  including  the  whole  of  our 
troops,  colonial  and  European,  our  loss 
yearly  did  not  exceed  l-7th  or  8th ; 
that  is,  in  230,000  troops,  the  general 
amount  of  casualties,  not  only  of  deaths, 
but  discharges,  desertions,  &c.  did  not 
exceed  25,000,  though  the  natural  waste 
of  an  army  was  generally  one-tenth  or 
one-twelfth,  even  in  times  of  profound 
peace.  Notwithstanding  the  sanguinary 
actions  and  assaults  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  last  year,  our  total  loss  was  not,  as 
far  as  could  be  collected,  more  than 
30,000  men.  The  present  mode  of  re- 
cruiting the  regular  army,  independently 
of  any  extraordinary  exertions,  would  be 
sufficient  to  maintain  it  in  its  present 
numbers :  he  did  not  think  the  supplies 
from  the  militia  would  continue  the  same ; 
or  that  we  could  reason  prospectively 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  from  the  re- 
sults of  past  experience.  But  the  plan 
which  he  should  now  proceed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  went  upon  the  supposition 
of  our  being  possibly  called  upon  for  ex- 
traordinary exertions,  either  on  the  side  of 
the  peninsula,  or  in  aid  of  the  allies,  in 
any  critical  emergency  in  which  our  as- 
sistance might  be  necessary  to  bring  the 
great  cause  in  which  we  had  hitherto  so 
nobly  persevered,  to  a  prosperous  and  de- 
cisive issue. 

In  what  situation,  continued  the  noble 
lord,  would  the  country  now  have  been 
placed,  if  the  militia  had  not  lent  them- 
selves to  the  exertions  which  parliament 
from  time  to  time  called  on  them  to  make? 
Since  the  year  1805,  when  governuieni 
first  called  on  the  House  to  allow  the  mi- 
litia to  enter  into  ihe  line,  they  had  con- 
tributed within  250  men  of  100,000  to  the 
disposable  force  of  the  country.  If  this 
measure  of  rendering  the  militia  auxiliary 
to  the  regular  army  had  not  taken  place, 
if  the  old  prejudices,  with  respect  to  that 
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description  of  force,  h&d  been  still  kept  up, 
and  tbey  had  been  prerented  from  enter- 
ing- the  regular  army,  this  country  would 
not  now  possess  the  military  character 
which  it  had  acquired.  We  might  hare 
kept  up  our  colonial  policy,  and  made 
those  exertions  which  were  witnessed  in 
former  wars ;  but  we  could  not  have  kept 
possession  of  Portugal,  or  have  sent  forces 
to  co-operate  in  the  deliverance  of  the 
peninsula  at  Urge,  and  to  take  up  that 
menacing  position  on  the  frontiers  of 
France  which  our  army  now  occupied. 
We  should  have  been  shut  up  within  the 
bounds  of  our  insular  policy,  and  we  could 
not  have  set  that  glorious  example  to  other 
nations,  or  borne  our  share  in  the  general 
exertions  which  have  been  made  for  the 
deliverance  of  Europe.  Parliament  ought 
always,  therefore,  to  bear  in  recollection, 
that  it  is  to  the  militia  we  owe  the  character 
we  at  present  enjoy  in  military  Europe ; 
and  that  without  the  militia  we  could  not 
have  shewn  that  face  which  we  have  done 
in  the  peninsula.  He  wished  it  to  be  an- 
ilerstood,  that  in  what  he  had  to  propose, 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  transgress  or  go 
beyond  those  great  principles  which  ought 
to  be  held  sacred  with  respect  to  the  mi- 
litia. He  had  never  been  one  of  those 
who  considered  that  there  were  any  prin- 
ciples in  the  constitution  of  the  militia 
wliich  rendered  that  force  inapplicable  to 
the  general  service  of  the  country,  pro- 
vided neither  ofiicers  nor  men  were  broken 
in  upon  either  directly  or  indirectly.  The 
militia  might  be  broken  in  upon  directly 
by  law,  and  they  might  be  broken  in  upon 
indirectly  in  a  manner  not  less  unbe- 
coming; and  any  alternative  which,  though 
not  compulsory  on  them,  it  might  be  pain- 
ful to  their  own  feelings  to  refuse,  was  very 
diflTercnt  from  the  mode  of  treatment  me- 
rited by  that  respectable  body.  The  most 
complete  freedom  of  choice  ought,  there- 
fore, in  his  opinion,  to  be  preserved.  But 
he  never  thoui^ht  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  militia  which  rendered  them  unfit  for 
general  service.  They  had  supplied  an 
assistance  of  not  less  thaq  1 00,000  men  to 
the  army,  and  the  success  of  the  whole  con- 
test had  hinged  on  the  exertions  which 
this  reinforcement  enabled  us  to  make.  If 
the  militia  principles  were  in  any  respects 
changed,  they  were  changed  for  the  better; 
and  at  no  period,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
were  the  militia  of  this  country  either  more 
numerous,  more  highly  disci plined»  or 
more  capable  of  performing  their  proper 
fy^ct^ons^  that  ia^  of  pccopying  a  middle 
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station  between  the  local  militia  aiid  tha 
standing  army»  than  they  were  at  Ui«  pre« 
sent  moment  He  wished,  therefore,  tJtut 
House  to  understand,  that  there  was  ia 
contemplation  no  attempt  to  encroach  on 
the  constitution  of  the  militia.  No  penoa 
would  wish  the  militia  to  lock  up  the  ier« 
vice  of  any  man  who  would  rather  aerre 
in  another  description  of  force.  The  true 
military  philosophy  was,  to  give  tbe 
greatest  possible  tiacility  to  individual 
exertion,  that  it  might  find  its  proper  leveL 
Men  were  actuated  by  various  motivea  md 
inclinations  to  make  choice  of  one  de* 
scription  of  service  rather  than  aiioiher| 
and  it  was  their  business  to  facilitate  the 
exertions  of  individuals,  but  not  U>  attempt 
to  impose  on  any  men  the  necessity  ef 
adopting  new  arrangements  by  appealing 
to  their  patriotism  or  their  feeling.  So 
far  from  putting  it  to  the  militia,  whetiier 
they  would  lend  themselves  to  aootber 
sphere  of  service,  he  wished  the  arrange!* 
ment  to  be  considered  not  as  an  appeal, 
but  merely  as  an  offer  of  certain  terma  to 
those  who  were  willing  to  enter  into  the 
regular  service.  Any  of  the  officers  and 
men  might  take  that  ofiVr  if  they  chese ; 
but  still  there  was  to  be  no  departure  from 
what  was  formerly  understood  to  bo  tke 
constitution  of  the  militia.  There  wtl 
every  reason,  indeed,  to  presume«  liiat 
unless  some  force  were  laid  on  the  ineli- 
nations  of  individuals,  a  much  greater 
number  of  men  would  be  willing  to  go 
into  the  regular  army  than  could  poaaiUy 
be  accepted  of.  In  point  of  fact,  a  ?erj 
general  disposition  existed  amoeg  the 
70,000  men,  of  whirl)  the  militia  waa  eooH 
posed,  to  enter  the  line.  He  was  well  as- 
sured, that  a  very  large  proportion  of  ia* 
dividoals,  both  men  anu  officers,  in  the 
present  interesting  circumstances  of  the 
world,  would  consider  it  a  favour  to  serfo 
actively  instead  of  passively.  He  wished 
merely  to  give  such  a  due  and  reasonable 
degree  of  encouragement  to  this  wisb*.  ts 
was  not  inconsistent  with  sound  militarj 
principles.  He  would  state,  as  the  prin* 
ciple  on  which  they  proposed  to  act,  that 
whatever  number  of  men  it  might  be  the 
policy  of  the  legislature  to  give  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  executive  government,  thej 
might  not  be  precluded  from  acting  on  that 
feeling  which  he  considered  to  be  so  prera» 
lent  at  present  in  the  militia;  and  thai  if 
there  should  be  a  particular  number  of  men 
disposed  to  accept  of  the  measure,  tbaj 
should  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the  ov^ 
tended  serTict,    He  was  quite  aware^  ibal 
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Ibere  wm  no  regiment  which  had  not  a 
limited  namber  of  men^  that,  from .  Ta» 
rioos  conaideratioos^  wero  not  aoited  for 
foreign  serTice«— His  Tiew  was  not,  there* 
fore,  to  send  the  militia  on  foreign  aeryice, 
but  merely  to  allow  them  to  give  such  a 
number  of  men  to  the  army  as  would 
enable  us  to  sustain  the  attitude  we  at  pre- 
sent held.  It  waa  his  wish  that  no  militia 
regiment  should  be  left  without  such  a 
proportion  of  men,  at  would  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  carrying  on  the  system  of  re- 
cruiting, and  form,  as  it  were,  the  basis  of 
the  regiment.  His  intention  was  to  pro- 
pose in  the  Bill  which  be  meant  to  bring 
in,  that  in  the  number  of  men  who  might 
Tolunteer  into  the  army,  not  more  tfa«n 
three- fourths  of  any  regiment  should  be 
taken  ;  and  that  one«fourth  part,  at  leasts 
of  every  regiment  should  be  preserved. 
He  thought  it  advisable  not  lo  check  the 
disposition  which  prevailed  in  the  militia 
of  entering  absolutely  into  the  line,  be- 
cause in  no  wise  could  they  be  so  usefully 
employed  as  in  the  line,  which  was  a  more 
extended  species  of  service.  He  was  dis- 
posed, therefore,  not  to  impede  that  mode 
of  serving,  but  by  a  small  additional 
bounty  to  encourage  it ;  and  if  a  certain 
number  of  men  would  go,  to  allow  the 
officers  to  go  with  them.  He  was  happy 
to  state,  that  in  the  judgment  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Commander  in  Chief,  no  in- 
jury whatever  would  accrue  to  the  army 
by  allowing  the  officers  of  the  militia,  up 
to  the  rank  of  captains,  to  pass  into  the 
line,  and  to  receive  hilf  pay.  His  Royal 
Highness  approved  also  of  giving  them 
this  farther  advantage,  that  after  a  certain 
time  of  service  they  should  be  considered 
as  officers  having  permanent  rank  in  the 
army  corresponding  to  the  rank  which  they 
held  in  the  militia.  In  the  first  instance, 
they  were  to  receive  half  pay,  and  after 
some  time  permanent  rank  in  the  army« 
The  number  of  individuals  admitted  to 
those  advantages  would  be  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  men  who  went  with 
them  into  the  army  :  one  hundred  men  to 
admit  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  one 
.ensign,  who  at. first  would  be  entitled  to 
half- pay,  and,  after  having  served  one 
campaign,  to  fill  every  situation  of  the 
army.  He  had  thus  been  endeavouring  to 
state  the  advantages  of  a  transfer  of  ser- 
Tice  into  the  line ;  hot  there  was  no 
ffround  to  presume  that  the  class  of  men 
disposed  to  transfer  their  services  would  be 
found  so  numerous  as  to  afford  any  thing 
like  what  the  exigenciea  of  the  present 


moment  demanded.  He  had,  therefore* 
another  plan  to  propose,  of  encpuragiii|^ 
the  desire  of  actire  service  in  the  militia* 
which  was  more  congenial  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  body,  and  Which  would  libe- 
rate a  great  number  of  both  officers  and 
men  desirous  of  extending  their  services; 
He  proposed,  that  they  should  also  be 
permitt^  to  volunteer  to  serve  as  militia- 
men, liie  officers  would  be  considered 
as  ttill  belonging  lo  the  militia  of  thei|- 
country;  but  they  would  return  lK>me 
with  this  advantage,  that  having  gone 
abroad  at  a  critical  period  they  would  be 
<;ntitled,  on  being  di&embodied,  to  the 
half- pay  of  the  army.  He  thought  there 
would  be  a  great  disposition  among  the 
militia  tov  go  on  this  service ;  they  would 
go  as  militia-men,  and  they  would  conti- 
nue to  have  all  the  advantages  of  militia- 
men. A  man  would  be  enabled  to  serve 
his  country  abroad,  without  leaving  hie 
wife  in  want  at  home*  In  £ngland,  in- 
deed^ all  descriptions  of  people  were  en- 
titled, in  exigency,  to  relief  from  their 
parish,  but  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  there 
was  no  parish  support.  It  wasi  therefore, 
proposed,  that  this  class,  who  were  merely 
a  disposable  miiiiia,  should  continue  to 
possess  all  the  advantages  of  militia-men, 
and  that  the  officers,  as  already  stated* 
should  have  al-io  the  advantage  of  half-pay. 
With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
ought  to  be  organised,  and  rendered  use- 
ful* the  precise  rule  to  be  applied  could 
not  be  well  laid  down,  till  they  saw  what 
disposition  existed  in  the  militia  to  extend 
their  services,  aiMl  what  oilers  might  be 
made.  As  it  was  not  however  meant  to 
allow  the  whole  of  any  regiment  to  ex- 
tend their  service,  the  proportions  accept- 
ed would  be  formed  into  provisional  bat* 
talions  of  militia  for  foreign  service ;  the 
sphere  of  their  service  would  be  limited 
to  £urope,  and  the  command  of  the  bat 
talions  given  to  militia  officers.  He  knew 
there  were  regiments  in  the  militia  ser^ 
Tice  who  were  impatient  to  go  abroad  as 
regiments,  and  disposed  to  sacrifice  any 
thing  rather  than  derogate  from  their  in- 
tegrity as  regiments.  He  was  perfectly 
well  aware  of  the  disadvantage  of  sepa- 
rating one  part  of  a  regiment  from  ano- 
ther, and  of  doing  any  thing  which  had  a 
tendency  to  extinguish  the  espru  du  corpt. 
Giving  every  allowance  to  this  feeling, 
still,  k^wever*  he  waa  not  disposed  to  think 
that  these  provisional  battalions  would  be 
found,  on  comparison*  to  be  less  efSectiro 
than  other  regimcnta.    Lord  Weliingtoa 
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gaTe  it  as  his  opinion,  that  tome  of  the 
most  effective  battalions  under  his  com- 
mand, were  formed  of  three  or  four  re- 
duced regiments,  and  sometimes  a  greater 
number,  who  were  thrown*  together  into 
one  battalion,  instead  of  sending  them 
^ome  to  be  recruited  to  their  proper  esta* 
blishment  There  were  not  more  effective 
battalions  in  the  whole  army  than  those , 
which  were  so  formed.  It  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commanding 
officer,  whether  the  field  officers  should  be 
taken  from  the  militia  or  the  line ;  but  in 
all  cases  the  lieut.  colonel  ought  to  be  taken 
from  the  militia,  that  the  character  of  mi* 
litia  regiments  might  not  be  lost.  He 
had  occasion  to  know,  that  in  Ireland  pro- 
visional battalions,  of  a  description  like 
that  which  he  had  been  stating,  we're 
found  to  be  inferior  to  no  troops  in  all  the 
qualities  for  which  soldiers  are  valuable* 
All  the  difficulties  which  frightened  our 
ancestors,  and  which  were  important  at 
one  time  in  point  of  privilege,  ought  now 
to  be  lost  and  swallowed  up  in  the  necessity 
for  exertion  imposed  on  us  by  the  present 
times.  The  great  principle  which  ought 
BOW  to  be  borne  in  mind  was,  that  we 
were  struggling  in  the  defence  of  our  own 
liberty,  and  the  liberty  of  £urope.  Frag- 
ments of  regiments  and  minute  parts  of 
regiments  might  be  brought  together,  and 
used  as  militia,  with  as  great  advantage  as 
whole  regiments.  He  hoped  they  would 
not  be  discouraged  in  undertaking  the 
great  effort  which  they  had  in  contempla* 
tion,  under  the  idea  that  they  could  not 
possibly  get  over  all  the  embarrassments 
to  which  it  would  give  rise.  The  proper 
principle  for  an  Englishman  to  adopt  was, 
that  individuals  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
exert  themselves  in  the  way  which  was 
most  agreeable  to  their  own  inclinations. 
Having  stated  the  outline  of  his  plan,  he 
would  next  proceed  to  state  the  expecta- 
tions which  he  had  of  the  numbers  of  men 
to  be  derived  from  it,  and  from  the  ordi* 
nary  recruiting  of  the  country. — ^The  or* 
dinary  recruiting  would  not,  in  fact,  be 
affected  so  much  by  the  measures. which 
were  going  on  at  the  same  time,  as  per- 
sons judging  merely  from  theory  might  be 
led  to  suppose.  He  should  propose,  that 
the  bounty  for  the  transfer  from  the  home 
to  European  service  should  be  10  guineas; 
and  that  for  entering  into  the  line  12 
guineas  should  be  given,  for  a  service 
limited  in  point  of  years;  and  16  guineas 
for  a  service  for  life ;  thus  allowing  two  • 
guineas  for  each  part  of  the  scale.    With  I 
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respect  to  the  extent  to  which  it  might  ba 
prudent  to  give  the  executive  goveroment 
the  power  of  receiving  offers  from  the  mi- 
litia, he  was  not  disposed  to  push  th«  mea* 
sure  beyond  what  might  be  conaidered  a 
healthful  exertion  for  the  country*  He 
was  aware,  that  there  were  variooa  im- 
portant duties  for  the  militia  to  perform  at 
home,  in  the  services  of  the  interior.  The 
amount  of  force  which  he  was  dispoaed  to 
take,  would  not,  he  conceived,  operate  as 
an  unreasonable  pressure  on  the  country. 
He  should  propose,  to  take  the  qooim 
which  by  the  existing  laws  regulating  the 
entrance  from  the  militia  into  the  line  waa 
placed  beyond  all  hazard,  and  also  e  num- 
ber equal  to  the  quota  for  the  succeeding 
year ;  and  he  had  farther  to  propose,  that 
the  arrears  of  the  numbers  allowed  to  vo- 
lunteer in  former  years  might  now  be 
made  good.  The  annual  quota  from' the 
militia  to  the  line  amounted  to  lO,00O— 
the  double  quota  would  therefore  be 
20,000— and  the  arrears  of  former  yemra 
might  be  stated  at  6,000 — makings  in  the 
whole,  26,(X)0;  and  that  was  the  whole  ex* 
tent  of  the  numbers  which  it  wa^now  pro- 
posed to  take.  The  House  would  see  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  supply  which  this 
measure,  if  it  succeeded  to  the  expectations 
formed  of  it,  would  require.  Supposing 
the  measure  to  produce  26  or  27,000  men,' 
and  that  the  ordinary  recruiting  did  not 
fall  off  from  the  usual  number  of  14,000^ 
the  government  would  be  enabled  to  realise 
40,000  men,  exclusive  of  the  recruits  for 
the  foreign  regiments. — He  bad  already 
stated  the  average  waste  of  our  army  for 
the  last  four  years  to  have  been  25,000 
men,  and  that  the  waste  of  this  year 
might  be  presumed  to  amount  to  30,000* 
He  should  in  this  manner  be  taking  pro- 
dent  precautions  for  the  proper  supply  of 
our  army.  Such  a  supply  was  indispen- 
sable, in  order  that  the  great  acquisitions 
which  we  had  been  enabled  to  maxe  might 
not  be  committed  to  hazard,  and  that  ^e 
executive  of  the  country  might  have  the 
power  of  striking  some  important  blow  in 
an  interesting  quarter,  when  occasioii 
should  admit  of  it.  At  no  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country  had  there  ever  been 
so  great  a  proportion  of  our  regular  forces 
employed  abroad  as  there  now  was  ;  and 
that  portion  of  our  army  which  was  sta- 
tioned at  home  was  reduced  to  narrower 
limits  than  ever.  Notwithstanding  the 
present  happy  temper  of  the  country* 
which  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  bless- 
ings of  plenty,  of  the  satisfaction  derived 
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from  its  exerliotM,  and  the  prosperity 
which  flowed  from  its  industry,  a  temper 
of  public  Diiod  congenial  to  Englishmen^ 
stilt  it  would  be  unsuitable  in  the  executive 
government,  however  slight  grounds  there 
might  be  for 'Apprehensions  of  danger,  to 
run  any  risks  by  stripping  the  country  of 
the  number  of  troops  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity. 

During  the  time  for  which  the  plan  of 
enlisting  for  the  militia  had  been  adopted, 
32,000  had  been  raised  for  that  body,  or 
about  10,000  men  annually.  From  this 
system  having  been  so  successful  at  the 
ordinary  rate  of  exertion,  he  trusted  that 
men  enow  might  be  raised  to  cover  the 
draughts  into  the  line>  without  resorting 
to  the  very  onerous  proceedings  con- 
nected with  a  ballot.  At  all  events,  he 
was  satisfied  that  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  any  ballot,  except  at  a  period 
so  remote,  as  to  allow  a  proceeding  of 
this  nature  without  any  extraordinary 
pressure  on  the  country ;  for  example, 
not  until  the  expiration  of  the  Bill  which 
he  should  propose,  which  would  be  at  the 
end  of  a  year  from  next  Christma.*. — He 
trusted,  however,  that  by  the  increased 
exertion  of  the  lieutenancy  and  gentry  of 
the  different  counties,  the  militia  might 
be  supplied  by  men  raised  by  beat  of 
drum,  without  resorting  at  all  to  the  ballot. 
He  conceived  that  he  had  sufficiently  ex- 
plained the  grounds  on  which  the  Bill  was 
founded,  and  the  motives  in  the  abstract 
which  led  to  it,  respecting  which  there 
could  be  but  one  feeling  in  the  House ; 
he  should  therefore  close,  by  desiring  to 
be  distinctly  understood  as  to  the  point 
which  he  had  stated  at  the  outset  of  his 
speech,  that  the  government  did  not  wish 
to  appeal  to  the  public  spirit,  or  indivi- 
dual feelings  of  any  of  the  militia  men, 
but  merely  to  withdraw  obstacles  which 
prevented  them  at  present  from  following 
the  bent  of  their  own  natural  inclination 
to  serve  their  country ;  and  that  the  exe- 
cutive was  desirous  of  holding  out  all  fair 
encouragement  to  any  men  desirous  of  so 
^oing.  His  lordship  concluded  by  mov- 
ing for  leave  to  bring  in  **  a  Bill,  to  en- 
able his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services  of 
a  proportion  of  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war." 

Leave  having  been  given, 

Mr.  WkUhread  said,  across  the  table,  that 
there  were  some  parts  of  the  noble  lord's 
(Castlereagb's)  statement,  which  needed 
a  little  explaoatioii.    Hit  lordship  h^d  not 


dbtingnished  between  the  ten  guinea  and 
the  twelve  guinea  bounty-men ;  as  it  did 
not  appear,  by  his  lordshi|S'8  statement, 
for  what  term  the  ten  guinea  men,  the 
militia-men  serving  abroad,  were  to  be 
liable  to  be  kept  on  foreign  service.  As 
to  the  term  "  one  campaign'^,  he  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  supposed  that  some  specific 
time  would  be  mentioned,  as  forming  a 
campaign,  to  entitle  the  militia,  who  had 
served  abroad,  to  half- pay.  He  wished 
to  understand  also,  whether  it  was  meant 
that  the  families  of  the  ten  guinea  men, 
were  to  remain  chargeable  to  the  parish, 
while  the  families  of  the  twelve  guinea 
men  were  not  ?  Did  hit  lordship  state, 
that  a  double  proportion  would  be  called 
out  from  the  militia;  and  that  to  this 
would  be  added  an  arrear  of  6  or  7,000 
men,  which  was  the  amount  of  the  dif- 
ference between  the  numbers  actually 
raised  in  the  two  last  years,  and  that  ex* 
pected  to  have  been  raised  from  the 
militia? 

Lord  Cattlertagh  stated,  that  the  arrear 
of  which  he  had  spoken,  was  not  on  the 
two  last  years  alone,  but  on  all  the  time 
during  which  the  system  of  draughting 
from  the  militia  had  been  established— 
what  the  precise  amount  of  this  arrear  was, 
he  could  not  exactly  say,  but  he  believed 
it  to  amount  to  0  or  7,000  men.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  militia-men  serving 
abroad,  and  those  enlisting  in  the  line  for 
a  limited  period,  was,  that  the  militia-men 
would  retain  their  privileges,  while  those 
who  enlisted  in  the  line  would  be  on  the 
footing  of  other  soldiers.  The  exact  time 
which  would  be  considered  as  a  campaign 
would  be  regulated  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  according  to  the  general  accepta- 
tion of  the  term.  The  period  during 
which  the  militia-men  who  had  volun- 
teered for  foreign  service  might  he  called 
upon  to  serve  abroad,  would  be  until  six 
months  after  the  signing  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace ;  at  which  time  they 
would  be  disbanded,  even  if  their  services 
at  militia-men  had  not  expired. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  as  to  the  plan 
in  seneral,  this  was  not  the  time  to  stand 
still;  and,  to  make  any  efficient  exertion, 
a  large  additional  force  was  necessary, 
which  could  be  supplied  from  this  source 
alone.  I  support,  therefore,  (said  Mr.  W.) 
the  measure  which  has  been  proposed,  in 
the  just  hope,  that  these  increased  meant 
will  only  be  applied  to  their  legitimate 
object ;  and  that  no  new  project  of  am- 
bition on  oar  part,  or  on  the  part  of  our 
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Allies^  will  dif  ert  uf  from  it.  Soch  pro- 
jects may  arise ;  bat  I  support  ibis  mea- 
sure, hoping  and  trusting  that  the  means 
il  affords  will  be  applied  to  this  object 
alone-— the  obtainment  of  a  speedy  and 
honourable  peace. 

Lord  Coitiereagh  accepted  the  support 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  proffered,  and 
which  was  not  the  less  valuable  for  the 
conditions  which  were  annexed  to  it.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  this  general  spirit  of 
amity  with  which  the  House  regarded  the 
measure  would  not  prevent  the  most  strict 
examination  of  the  details. 

Mr.  Wkiibread  said,  that  it  might  be 
better  that  this  examination  should  take 
place  after  the  Bill  had  be^^n  through  a 
committee,  and  the  blanks  filled  up ;  in 
which  state  it  might  be  given  to  the  mem- 
bers. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  November  12. 

Committee  of  Supply.]  The  House 
having  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  Arbuihnoi  moved,  that  the  sums  of 
10,500,000/.  and  of  5,670,700/.  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty  to  take  up  the  Exchequer 
bills,  oot-standing,  under  the  acts  of  last 
session.— Agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  Re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Wats  and  Means.]  The  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ol*  Ways 
and  Means ;  and  the  annual  taxes  on  malt, 
pensions,  sugar,  tobacco,  and  snuff,  were 
granted,  towards  raising  the  Supply. 

The  Chmtcelhr  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  tax  on  sugar,  consisting  at  present 
of  three  distinct  duties,  was  productive  of 
great  inconvenience.  At  present,  also, 
the  drawbacks  on  sugar  exported  were 
charged  on  the  consolidated  funrl|  which 
caused  an  apparent  diminution  of  that  fund, 
and  a  correspondent  increase  on  the  sugar 
duties.  This,  though  of  no  disadvantage 
to  the  public,  produced  a  prejudicial  inac- 
curacy in  the  accounts.  He,  therefore, 
gave  notice,  that  he  should  during  the  pre- 
sent session  propose  some  measure  to 
remedy  these  defects. 

The  House  then  resumed. 

Insolvent  Debtors  in  the  Isle  op 
Man.]  Mr.  Horner  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  petition  similar  to  four  or  five 
which  he  b>d  before  presented,  not  only 


from  the  same  body  of  persons,  but  froin 
the  same  individuals— the  prisoners  con- 
fined for  debt  in  Castle  Rohhen,  in  the 
Isle  of  Man.  This  Petition  wai  read ; 
settinf^r  forth ; 

'<  That,  during  the  time  the  Act  was 
pending,  which  passed  in  1811,  for  the 
relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, a  clause  was  introduced  extending 
the  benefits  thereof  to  persons  confined 
for  debt  in  ihe  Isle  of  Man,  which  clause, 
upon  consideration  thereof  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  was  withdrawn  ;  and  that,  in  the 
year  1812,  a  Petition  was  presented  to 
this  House,  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners  con- 
fined for  debt  in  the  Isle  of  Man«  praying 
relief,  but  which  Petition  was  withdrawn; 
upon  an  understanding  that,  during  the 
ensuing  summer  recess,  such  steps  would 
be  taken  by  the  Manks  legislature  as 
would  render  any  further  application  to 
parliament  unnecessary  ;  and  that,  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  the  petitioners  were  in 
hopes  an  Act  would  have  passed  so  as  to 
have  relieved  them  before  this  period; 
and  that  the  Manks  legislature  hao  passed 
last  year  such  a  Bill  for  their  relief  as 
could  not  receive  the  royal  assent ;  and 
that,  though  his  Majesty's  subjects  io  the 
most  distant  parts  of  the  globe  have  been 
relieved  by  the  Act  of  last  session,  the  pe- 
titioners are  still  in  the  same  anhappy 
situation,  some  having  been  confined  up- 
wards of  seven  years  ;  and  prayings  that 
the  House  will  take  their  case  into  consi- 
deration, and  grant  such  relief  as  to  ihem 
may  seem  meet.'' 

The  Petition  was  brought  up,  and  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Militia  Service  Bill.]  The  Militia 
Service  Bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a 
first  time. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Saturday,  Nov.  1 3. 

Report  from  the  Committbb  op 
Supply.]  Mr.  Luahiiigton  reported  froa 
the  Committee  of  the  whule  Home,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  farther 
of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the 
Resolution  which  they  had  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House  ;  and  the  same  was 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  it 
as  followeth : 

Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
10.5(K),000/.  be  granted  to  his  Mnjeaty, 
for  paying  off  and  discharging  the  Exche* 
q«itr  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  two  Acta 
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of  the  5Srd  year  of  hiB  present  Majesty, 
the  one  for  rftibing  the  soul  of  10,500,000^ 
by  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  service  ol 
Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1813  ;  and  the 
other  for  raising  the  soia  of  5,670,700/.  by 
exchequer  bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  year  1813,  outstanding  and 
unprovided  for« 

RsrOXT  PaOM  TIE  COMMITTBB  OF  W ATS 

AKU  Mbans.]  Mr.  Luthington  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meani, 
the  Resolutions  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  House ;  and  the  same 
vere  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  are  as  followi^tb  : 

1.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  duties  upon 
malt,  which,  by  an  Act  of  the  52d  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  have  continuance  to 
the  2ith  of  June  1814,  be  further  conti- 
nued and  charged  upon  all  malt  which 
shall  be  made  within  Great  Britain,  from 
the  23d  of  June  lb  K  to  the  24th  of  June 
1815. 

2.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of  4f.  in 
the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raised  within 
the  space  of  one  year,  from  the  25tb  of 
March,  181 4,  upon  pensions,  offices,  and 
personal  estates  in  that  part  of  Great  BrH 
tain  called  England,  Wales,  and  the  town 
of  Berwick* upon  Tweed. 

3.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  several  duties 
imposed  on  sugar,  by  three  Acts  made  in 
the  27th,  34th,  and  37ih  years  of  his  pre- 
aent  Majesty  ;  on  malt,  by  an  Act  made 
in  the  27th  year  of  his  said  Majesty  ;  and 
the  duties  of  excise  on  tobacco  and  snuff, 
by  an  Act  made  in  the  29th  year  of  his 
said  Majasty,  which,  by  an  Act  made  in 
the  55d  year  of  his  said  Majesty,  have 
continuance  until  the  25th  of  March  1814, 
be  further  continued  until  the  25th  of 
March  1815. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
npon  the  said  Resolutions;  and  that  Mr. 
Lushinicton,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quar,  Mr.  Brogden,  Mr.  Berkeley  Paget, 
Mr.  Attcfrney  ueneral,  Mr.  Wharton,  and 
Mr.  Arbuthnot,  do  prepare  and  bring  it 
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HOUSE  OF  LORD& 
Mmday,  Napemker  15. 

Inioltbnt  Dbbtobs.]  Lord  HcUand 
•aid,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  Petition  from 
•artaki  insolvent  dabt^ra  confined  in  the 

(VOL.XXVtt) 


Fieet'prison,  which  he  would  present  for 
the  purpose  of  being  laid  on  tbeir  lordships' 
table.  He  was  not  disposed,  just  now,  to 
give  any  pledge  that  he  should  hereafter 
make  any  motion  upon  the  subject ;  for, 
in  the  absence  of  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
(RedesdaJe),  who  had  been  instrumentai 
in  promoting  the  present  general  InsolvenS 
Debtors'  Act,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  respecting  the  provisions 
of  that  measure.  He  should  therefore  ab- 
stain from  raising  any  argument  at  pre- 
sent, but  wait  the  noble  and  learned  lord'a 
explanation.  He  had  only  to  observe, 
(hat  the  allegations  contained  in  the  Peti- 
tion  were,  that  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  in- 
solvent Debtors  had  passed  the  two  Houses 
of  the  legislature,  and  had  received  the 
royal  assent  in  July,  and  yet  no  person 
was  appointed  as  judge  to  carry  that  Act 
into  execution  until  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, in  add i tion  4o  this  d isappointment  of 
their  expectations,  such  was  the  difficulty 
of  extending  its  operations,  that  no  one 
could  receive  its  benefits  until  the  26th  of 
the  present  month.  The  petitioners  stated 
these  facts  in  proper  and  respectful  lan- 
guage ;  and,  without  saying  more  at  pre- 
sent, he  should  move,  that  £is  Petition  do 
lie  upon  their  lordships'  table,  with  a  view 
that,  as  soon  as  the  noble  and  learned 
lord's  presence  would  admit,  their  case 
should  be  taken  under  consideration. 

The  Lord  CkanecUor  did  not  rise  to  offer 
the  slightestoppositiontothe  Petition  being 
laid  upon  the  table,  nor  to  incite  any  dis- 
cussion which  might  relate  to  the  provisions 
of  the  measure  alluded  to,  in  the  absence 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend ;  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  notice  some  obser- 
vations which  had  not  long  ago  been 
made  in  some  of  the  pablic  papers.  It 
was  stated,  that  although  by  this  Insolvent 
Debtors'  Act  so  much  difficulty  was  found 
in  creating  a  court  capable  of  carrying  its 
provisions  into  execution,  yet  at  the  time 
it  passed  that  House,  there  was  not  one  of 
the  law  lords  who  had  not  given  his  con- 
sent to  the  measure.  For  himself,  he  must 
entreat  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  mucb 
as  he  wished  any  measure  like  the  Act  he 
alluded  to,  to  be  successful,  he  for  one 
foresaw,  and  it  must  be  recollected  by 
those  ivho  heard  him  at  the  time,  he  dii 
express  his  opinion,  that  what  he  consi- 
dered the  machinery  of  the  Bill  was  not 
adequate  to  the  purpose  of  carrying  it 
into  complete  execution.  Such  was  his 
view  of  the  measure  before  it  went  to  ano* 
tber  place  (the  Hooso  of  Commons);  bnt 
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when  it  came  back  without  those  clauses 
which  were  left  to  those  who  were  the 
proper  persons  to  insert  them,  he  no 
longer  doubled  of  the  great  difficulty 
which  would  arise;  and  he  then  declared 
that  it  was  his  opinion  it  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  eflPect.  Let  it  not  be  misunder- 
stood, that  he  was  an  enemy  to  this  or 
any  other  general  measure  which  could 
be  framed  for  the  purpose  intended  ;  he 
should  be  extremely  glad  if  such  a  system 
could  be  adopted,  without  the  obstacles ' 
which  impeded  the  execution  of  this  Act. 
He  thought  it  also  his  duty  to  say,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  gentleman  who  was  now  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  commissioner,  that 
no  blame  could  attach  to  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  since  he  was  appointed ;  and  no 
one  could  have  done  more  to  accelerate 
the  relief  of  those  for  whose  liberation  it 
was  provided. 

Lord  Holland  trusted,  that  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petitioners  would  not  be  mis- 
understood ;  they  imputed  no  blame  to 
any  one ;  but  merely  mentioned  the  fact, 
that  the  Act  had  passed  in  July  ;  that  no 
appointment  was  made  till  September ; 
and  that  such  was  the  delay,  that  no  be- 
nefit had  yet  been  extended  to  these  un- 
fortunate individuals. 

Viscount  SidmoHlh  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  few  observations,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  just  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord.  He  trusted  that,  even  in  the 
absence  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Redesdale),  he  should  be  excused  from 
making  a  few  remarks  as  to  the  delay 
which  bad  been  represented.  After  the 
Insolvent  Debtors'  Bill  passed  into  a  law, 
he  had  been  applied  to  upon  the  subject, 
«nd  blame  had  been  unjustly  imputed  to 
his  conduct  upon  the  occasion.  Indeed, 
with  respect  to  such  imputed  blame,  it 
would  be  for  him  fo  learn  that  the  dis- 
charge of  any  duty>  under  that  act  of  par- 
liament, belonged  to  the  office  to  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed.  But 
such  was  his  fervent  desire  to  make  him- 
self useful,  where  an  act  of  beneficence 
was  to  be  performed,  thit  he  should  al- 
ways consider  it  his  duty  to  step  forward 
in  the  cause  of  public  good,  especially 
where  the  comforts  and  liberation  of 
thousands  of  individuals  constituted  the 
object  of  his  exertions.  On  such  occa- 
sions, he  should  never  consider  whether 
the  line  of  duty  was  confined  within  the 
precincts  of  his  own  office,  or  within  those 
of  another.  It  was  during  an  absence  of 
a  few  weeks,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 


Insoktrnt  Dchlorii  [100* 

Prince  Regent,  that  he  wae  presented 
with  two  petitions  from  Insolvent  Debtors, 
complaining  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  the 
delay  which  they  conceived  had  arisen  lA 
carrying  this  Act  into  execution.  After 
paying  the  desired  attention  to  these  peii* 
tions,  he  did  of  his  own  accord  imme- 
diately write  to  his  noble  friend  mt  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  (the  earl  of  Lirer- 
pool),  informing  him,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  defect  in  the  provisions  of  the  Acl^ 
which  did  not  gmnt  a  salary  to  the  person 
to  be  appointed  commissioner,  its  ezeca* 
tion  had  been  delayed,  to  the  injury  of 
all  those  who  had  entertained  expectations 
of  relief.  He  requested  that  under  these 
circumstances,  for  the  benefit  of  these  on* 
fortunate  persons,  his  noble  friend  would 
take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
discharging  whatever  might  be  the  salary 
considered  appropriate  to  the  office  of 
commissioner.  His  noble  friend,  with 
the  utmost  readiness,  adopted  this  sugges- 
tion, and  this  obstacle  as  to  the  salary  wu 
immediately  removed.  In  the  mean  time 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, who  could  vouch  for  the  conduct  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  who  had  not  been 
backward  in  using  every  endeaTour  te 
expedite  the  execution  of  this  statotSf 
after  consulting  with  another  noble  and 
learned  friend  of  bis,  presiding  io  the 
King's-bench,  proposed  the  office  to  the 
consideration  of  two  individuals  of  the 
highest  eminence  ;  but,  after  having  con- 
sidered the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  which 
would  be  entrusted  to  them,  they  had  both 
successively  begged  leave  to  decline  the 
situation.  So  far  he  must  appeal  to  their 
lordships,  that  no  blame  could  be  attached 
to  him  or  any  part  of  the  executiTO  go- 
vernment ;  nor  had  any  delay  been  occar 
sioned,  wliich,  by  the  utmost  attention, 
could  possibly  be  avoided.  Some  time 
afterwards,  when  another  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  (as  we  understood,  lord  Redes- 
dale) communicated  from  the  country, 
that  Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer  might  be  ap- 
pointed, and  requested  that  he  (lord  S.) 
would,  as  speedily  as  possible,  procure 
his  appointment  from  the  Prince  Resent ; 
he,  in  consequence,  for  the  first  time  in  bis 
life,  had  an  immediate  interview  with  thai 
gentlen^n,  and  in  two  hours  the  propoei- 
tion  was  laid  before  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer  was  appointed 
the  following  day.  Since  that  period,  he 
had  had  frequent  interviews  with  thia 
learned  gentleman ;  and  he  soon  under* 
stood,  that  with  respect  to  the  notice  lie* 
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ccssary  to  be  given  in  the  Gazette,  sach 
MTould  be  the  number  in  one  week,  that 
they  would  swell  that  publication  beyond 
^11  bounds  fit  for  iis  general  circulation. 
To  remove  any  delay  on  account  of  this 
inconvenience,  he  had  given  directions 
that  a  Supplementary  Gazette  should  be 
published  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays, 
and  a  Supernumerary  one  on  Thursdays, 
so  fong  as  it  should  be  necessary  so  to  do 
for  the  prevention  of  delay  in  carrying 
the  Act  into  execution.  He  had  also 
taken  care  that  the  price,  by  omitting  the 
usual  stamp,  should  be  as  low  as  possible, 
and  thus  the  circulation  of  such  volumin- 
ous publications  might  not  be  frustrated. 
He  considered  that  no  blame  could  be, 
throughout,  imputed  to  any  part  of  the 
executive  government;  he  had  done 
every  thing  in  his  power,  without  consi* 
dering  whether  it  came  within  the  pro- 
vince of  his  official  capacity,  which  he 
should  always  hold  it  his  duty  to  do  upon 
occasions  like  this ;  as  he  most  sincerely 
felt  for  the  miseries  of  those  who  justly 
expected  they  would  have  been  relieved 
frumtheirsevere  misfortunes  long  before  the 
present  period.  He  was  also  satisfied  that 
no  fault  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  learned 
gentleman  who  now  filled  the  office  of 
commissioner ;  for  he  had  witnessed  his 
unremitting  endeavours- to  lose  no  time  in 
extending  the  relief  of  this  Act  to  those 
who  had  so  ardently  contemplated  the  be- 
nefit. The  noble  viscount  concluded,  by 
expressing  his  hope  that  no  exertion  would 
be  wanting,  where  all  must  feel  for  the 
misery  which  must  have  been  experienced 
from  disappointed  expectation,  and  that 
every  difficulty  would  speedily  be  sur- 
mounted.   I 

Lord  Holland  again  thought  it  his  duty 
to  say  a  few  words,  in  justice  to  himself 
and  the  petitioners.  With  respect  to 
himself,  he  should  have  been  the  last  man 
in  the  world,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  im- 
pute it  to  the  noble  viscount,  that  he 
wanted  diligence  or  attention  in  the  dis- 
charge of  any  duty  which  might  belong 
to  his  official  situation.  He  never  heard 
till  now  that  any  blame  of  that  nature  had 
been  im|)uted  to  him ;  at  the  same  time, 
he  gave  him  full  credit  for. all  the  conduct 
and  motives  which  he  had  just  now  can- 
did y  explained  to  the  House.*  For  the 
petitioners  he  must  also  s;iy^  that  there 
j^jki  not  the  smallest  imputation  cast  upon 
any  quarter;  but  the  petition  simply 
i  late  J  the  fact  of  the  delay  between  the 
passing  of  the  law  and  the  appoiotqaent  of 
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the  commissioner.  They  had  caused  this 
petition  to  be  placed  in  his  hands ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  a  noble  and  learned  lord's 
absence,  he  had  been  disposed  to  wait  the 
opportunity  of  his  speedily  being  in  that 
House,  when  the  nature  and  provisions  of 
the  Bill  would  with  more  propriety  have 
come  under  their  consideration.  Such, 
however,  was  the  natural  feeling  of  those 
who  were  sutfering  under  a  most  severe 
misfortune,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
immediately  to  present  the  petition,  in 
order  that  the  subject  of  its  prayer  might 
not  be  delayed  one  moment  from  occupy* 
ing,  as  he  conceived  it  ought  to  do,  their 
lordships'  most  serious  attention.— Though 
he  was  not  inclined  at  present  to  draw  oa 
any  discussion  of  the  Act  itself,  or  to  im- 
pute blame  to  the  executive  gov ernment, 
yet  he  considered  that  the  petitioners  had 
a  just  right  to  complain ;  for  an  act  of 
parliament  had  passed,  and  they  justly 
called  for  its  being  put  into  execuuun. 
The  legislature  had  pledged  itself  by  that 
Act,  that  the  relief  they  expected  should 
be  extended  to  them ;  and  if  there  were 
any  obstacles  and  impediments  which 
prevented  the  execution,  parliament  were 
now  sitting,  and  they  ought  to  proceed 
immediately  to  their  removal. 

Lord  Ellenborough  adverted  to  the  obser-, 
vation  which  had  stated  that  the  assent  of 
all  the  law  lords  had  been  given  to  the . 
principles  and  provisions  of  this  act  of 
parliament.  Although  he  could  have 
wished  most  sincerely  that  the  law  could 
have  been  rendered  practicable  and  expe- 
dient, he  was  one  of  those  who  had  inva- 
riably said  that  this  measure  would  never 
answer  the  expectations  of  those  whp  tap- 
ported  it ;  and  although  he  was  willing  to 
give  way,  for  the  purpose  of  letting  the 
experiment  be  tried,  yet  the  present  diffi- 
culties he  had  foreseen;  and  he  could 
assure  their  lordships,  that  the  measure 
had  not  in  any  other  way  his  assent, 
either  expressed  or  implied.  There  wan, 
one  part  of  the  Act  which  related  to  the 
creation  of  a  Court  of  Appeal ;  and  he 
would  say  of  it,  that  expressions  never  pre- 
dicated more  confusion  and  incomprehen- 
sibility. It  was  impossible  to  say,  from 
the  structure  of  the  word!<>,  whether  one 
or  three  judges  of  a  court  were  intended. 
Besides  this,  there  was  no  power  whatever 
given  to  this  court ;  and  it  was  impossible, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  learned 
judges,  that  this  Act  could  be  carried  into 
execution.  There  was  no  time  or  mode, 
of  this  Court  of  Appeal   conducting  lU 
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Jorisdiction,  if  it  had  any;  and  the  same 
confusion  attended-  the  provisions  of  that 
under  a  commissioner.  There  were  not 
only  seeds  of  death  dispersed  tbroagh  the 
body  of  the  Act,  but;  in  his  judgment,  it 
had  been  still-born.  It  was  impossible,  in 
his  opinion,  that  it  could  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  no  man  more  than  himself 
felt  for  the  situation  of  those  who  had  suf- 
fered all  the  bitterness  of  baffled  hopes  and 
expectations ;  and  so  far  did  he  think  the 
legislature  pledged,  that  he  would  recom- 
mend that  an  Act  of  a  temporary  nature, 
either  suspending  or  repealing  the  present, 
should^  without  delay,  be  passed  before 
the  Christmas  holidays;  so  that  these  in* 
dtf  iduals  might  as  speedily  as  possible  be 
liberated  from  their  confinement.  There 
was  no  prospect  whatever  of  any  eiFect 
being  accomplished  under  this  general  Act, 
which  might  be  taken  into  consideration 
afterwards  ;  but  he  would  not  disguise  his 
opinion  ;  he  was  certain  it  could  never  be 
carried  into  execution.  He  wished  the 
Doble  and  learned  lord  (Rcdesdale)  bad 
been  present;  and  he  regretted  that  his 
duty  obliged  him  to  express  these  senti- 
ments in  his  absence ;  but  he  would  be 
credited  for  saying,  that  he  should  have 
expressed  himself  in  the  same  manner,  if 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  been  in  the 
House.  In  conclusion,  he  observed,  if  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Holland)  or  any  other 
would  propose  a  Bill  for  the  immediate 
relief  of  those  who  were  now  confined,  he 
would  lend  all  the  assistance  he  could 
for  furthering  its  progress  into  an  act  of 
parliament. 

Lord  Holhmd  conceived  himself  called 
upon  to  answer  the  last  observation  of  his 
noble  and  learned  friend.  He  had  ever 
been  a  decided  enemy  to  temporary 
Acts  of  Insolvency;  he  considered  them 
most  vicious  and  ruinous  experiments, 
most  shamefully  resorted  to  by  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  purpose  of  saving  that 
trouble  which  was  reuuired  in  framing  a 
law  of  a  permanent  and  useful  description. 
But  now,  that  the  legislature  had  gone  so 
far  as  to  pass  the  present  Act,  he  would 
never  lend  his  band  to  the  repeal  or  sus- 
pension of  the  measure,  nor  give  his 
assent  to  the  introduction  of  a  temporary 
Bill,  which  was  the  most  unjust  and 
noxious  provision  that  could  be  adopted 
by  parliament.  If.  indeed,  this  permanent 
Act,  however  liable  to  deficiency  and  the 
want  of  immediate  improvement,  and  for 
which  they  bad  so  long  contended,  were 
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to  be  repealed  or  suspended,  he  should 
despair  of  their  future  endeavours  to  re^^ 
establish  a  measure  of  the  same  descrip* 
tion.  The  Act  was  passed-— the  legitla* 
ture  were  now  sitting,  and  tfaeT  were 
bound  to  amend  it  so  that  it  might  be  car- 
ried into  execution. 

Lord  EUtnbarough  \n  explanation  aaid, 
no  man  more  than  himself  dtsiiked  the 
principle  and  injustice  of  temporary  In- 
solvent Acts;  but,  in  the  present  in^ 
stance,  he  recommended  the  nneasQre  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  must  otherwise 
continue  a  considerable  time  longer  in  the 
midst  of  their  misfortunes. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  professed  himtelf  a 
decided  enemy  to  temporary  Arts ;  hoi 
he  trusted  the  noble  lord  (Holland)  wookf 
see,  upon  the  present  occasion^  that  an 
Act  of  that  nature  would  be  only  for  tbtf 
purpose  of  completing  what  was  intended 
in  the  present  permanent  Act  of  parlia- 
ment. He  adverted  to  the  mode  by 
which  the  temporary  Acts  wer^  carried 
into  execution ;  and  then  suggested  the 
immense  undertaking  of  the  commissioner, 
who  would  have  to  direct  himself  what 
had  fallen  by  those  Acts  to  the  attention 
of  all  the  quarter  sessions  throughoot  the 
kingdom.  The  Court  of  Appeal  being 
constituted  as  it  was,  how  was  it  possilvte 
to  carry  the  present  Act  into  execotion? 
The  creditor  might  appeal,  or  the  debtor 
might  appeal ;  but  there  was  no  authority 
to  decide,  and  the  person  must  remain  in 
confinement. — He  certainly,  under  all 
these  circumstances,  should  recommend 
the  interference  of  a  temporary  Act,  eithar 
repealing  or  suspending  the  present  one, 
or  leaving  the  person  claiming  the  bancfit 
to  take  his  choice  of  the  statutes  fur  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  relief. 

Lord  HolUmd  again  stated  his  objection 
to  this  mode,  upon  the  grounds  he  had  al« 
ready  mentioned  ;  and  observed,  that  he 
saw  no  reason  why  the  Act  should  not  be 
amended,  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  In  all  measures  of  a 
novel  kind,  it  was  natural  to  find  onfora* 
seen  difficulties  ;  but  these  might  be  sur- 
mounted, and  he  should  suggest  that  the 
Act  should  be  submitted  to  the  consido* 
ration  of  the  learned  judges,  who  were  beat 
able  to  point  out  the  amendments  Oecea* 
sary ;  and  then  the  legislature  could  have 
no  objection  to  amend  it  accordingly. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  Ch# 
table. 
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Monday,  Nopember  13. 

Miscellaneous  Estimates.]  The  Hoase 
having  resofvod  U«elf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
the  following  sums  were  Toted  for  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  ensuing  year: — 4e\,02li.  14«, 
24,313/.  \99.  0|(/.,  and  S,225/.  I8«.  for  the 
Ci?il  List  Dfficiencies;  5»454/.  9».  5d,  for 
Parliamentary  Services;  I0,00i)l.  for  the 
improvement  of  the  communication  be- 
tween  the  counties  of  Edinburgh  and  Fife, 
in  North  Britain ;  1 19,300/.  for  the  French 
emigrants, 

Mr.  IVhitbread  said,  he  had  been  ap- 
plied to  by  a  Mr.  Remoiiy.  a  gentleman 
who  was  high  in  office  in  Toulon  when 
the  English  were  in  possession  of  that  place. 
He  had  rendered  the  greatest  services  to 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  this  country  at 
Toulon.  Among  other  things,  he  paid 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  aids  to  our 
government.  Thisindividualonly  received 
the  small  pittance  of  one  shilling  per  day 
when  he  first  came  here.  This  allowance 
was  afterwards  raised  to  100/.  per  annum, 
at  which  sum  ii  still  remaineil.  Applica- 
tions were  made  in  his  behalf  to  the  Trea- 
sury by  sir  David  Dundas  and  lord  Nelson, 
who  both  had  the  highest  opinion  of  his 
services,  and  bi«  claims  on  this  govern* 
ment  for  an  augmentation  of  this  sum  ; 
and  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  Mr. 
Howard,  who  gave  an  opinion  against  the 
increase.  Sir  David  Dundas  afterwards 
gave  in  another  representation,  which  was 
equally  unsnccessful ;  and  applications 
have  been  fruitlessly  made  to  the  Treasury 
every  year  since.  Mr,  Remouy  bore  the 
most  irreproachable  character;  he  was  74 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  68 ;  and  at  an 
age  when  the  comforts  of  life  were  more 
especially  wanted,  he  was  not  in  the  re- 
ceipt  of  an  allowance  equal  to  the  mere 
necessaries.  An  opinion  had  gone  abroad 
among  the  public,  that  the  distribution  of 
the  money  voted  to  the  emigrants  was  not 
made  #ith  sufficient  care ;  probably,  from 
those  to  whom  it  is  entrusted  being  oc- 
cupied with  more  important  objects.  Cer- 
tainly there  could  not  be  among  the  emi- 
grants a  man  more  deserving  of  notice 
than  M.  Remooy.  He  bad  told  that  gen* 
tieman,  when  he  mentioned  his  case,  thai 
if  the  representations  of  sir  David  Dundas 
and  general  O'Hara  failed,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
bad  but  little  chance  of  succeeding ;  though 
it  was  but  justice  to  state,  that  all  applica- 
tions made  to  the  Treaiary  unifbrmly  met 
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with  tb^  utmost  attention.  He  merely 
wished  now  to  carf  the  attention  of  his 
Majesty's  government  to  the  case  of  this 
des(*rving  inditridual. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  remem* 
leered  more  of  the  name  than  of  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  case.  The  matter  b^ 
been  referred  to  Mr.  Howard,  and  the 
augmentation  refused  on  the  opinion  deli- 
vered by  that  gentleman.  The  emigrants 
came  into  this  country  under  variouji  cir- 
cumstances; and  were  the  allowances  to  bo 
regulated  anew,  a  very  different  distribution 
would  probably  be  made ;  for  some  who 
came  first  over  were  treated  with  a  libe« 
rality  that,  if  extended  to  all,  would  have 
entailed  a  very  heavy  burden  on  us  and  our 
posterity. 

Mr.  IVhitbread  thought  if  any  exception 
could  be  made  in  favour  of  any  individual, 
it  ought  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Remouy. 

The  following  sums  were  then  voted ; 

8,000/.  for  the  St  Domingo  suflTerers. 

3,500/.  for  the  Daich  emigrants. 

1 1,500/.  for  the  Toulonese  and  Corsican 
emigrants. 

19,000/.  for  the  relief  of  American 
loyalists. 

4,000/.  for  the  Goree  emigrants. 

3,250/.  for  the  relief  of  the  French  emi- 
grants in  Jersey  and  Guernsey. 

5,rX)0,000/.  to  pay  off  Exchequer  bills 
issued  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  the  53d  of 
the  King. 

Mr.  Baring  wished  to  know  why  do 
statement  was  submitted  to  parliament  of 
the  sums  expended  on  the  new  Custom- 
bouse  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  no 
application  was  made  to  parliament  for 
sums  for  the  improvements  at  the  Custom- 
house, and  consequently  no  statements 
were  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  the  outlays  were  made 
from  the  customs,  and  consequently  from 
the  public  revenue  of  the  country.  So 
important  an  article  of  expenditure  ought 
to  have  the  sanction  of  the  House  in  soma 
way  or  other. 

Mr.  Arbuihnot  said,  whether  the  prac- 
tice was  good  or  bad,  it  was  one  which  bad 
always  been  followed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  one 
great  reason  for  making  this  outlay  with- 
out waiting  for  the  sanction  of  parliameot 
was,  to  prevent  the  public  service  being 
impeded. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  expence  of  the 
improvements  at  the  Custom* house  waa 
defrayed  oat  of  the  public  r^vanaea  of  the 
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coantry»  over  which  parliament  certainly 
had  a  right  of  control.  The  dilapidated 
state  of  the  Custom-house  having  been 
known  for  many  years,  it  was  rather  sin- 
gular that  no  plan  and  estimate  should  be 
submitted  to  the  House.  A  great  many 
things  of  this  nature  had  formerly  beeji 
done,  without  the  consent  or  control  of 
parliament ;  for  instance,  barracks  were  at 
one  time  built  without  any  communication 
to  that  House.  It  was  said,  that  parlia- 
ment had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
The  House,  however,  had  thought  proper 
to  look  a  little  more  narrowly  into  those 
things  pf  late  years.  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  treasury  had  taken  upon  them  to  do 
what  parliament  had  not  dope  ?  If  a  p^an 
and  estimate  had  been  submitted  to  them  ? 
and  if  it  was  known  what  the  expence  was 
likely  to  be  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  a 
plan  and  estimate  had  been  given  in — the 
execution  was  thrown  open  to  public  com- 
petition, and  fell  considerably  short  of  the 
estimate  proposed. 

Mr.  Wynne  said,  the  inconvenience  to 
the  public  business  would  be  nearly  as 
great,  in  waiting  the  decision  of  the  trea- 
sury as  the  decision  of  parliament. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Ways  and  Means — Loan.]  On  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  believed 
it  would  not  be  necessary  for  turn  at  pre- 
sent to  go  at  any  considerable  length  into 
the  particulars  of  the  Supplies  which  had 
been  voted,  and  the  sums  which  wwxc  ne- 
cessary for  the  carrying  on  the  public  bu- 
siness of  the  country.  He  should  merely 
observe,  that  13  millions  had  been  voted 
for  the  naval  service  ;  and  two  issues  of 
Exchequer  bills  of  Bvc  millions,  and  two 
millions  and  a  half,  and  that  the  whole 
sum  voted  amounted  to  about  27  millions. 
The  Ways  and  Means  to  meet  the  public 
fxigencies  were  only  the  annual  taxes, 
amounting  to  about  three  millions,  and  the 
sum  to  be  raised  by  the  loan  concluded 
that  morning.  Before  entering  on  the 
particulars  of  the  loan,  he  would  proceed 
to  explain  some  of  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it.  He  believed  it  was  unusual 
for  a  loan  to  be  contracted  before  a  former 
loan  had  been  altogether  paid  up.  In  the 
month  of  June  last,  when  the  lofta  took 
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place  for  the  service  of  1813,  it  had  been 
stated,-  that  government  did  not  consider 
themselves  precluded  from  resorting,  to 
any  other  measure  of  a  similar  nmture, 
which  the  public  service  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  might  render  it  necessary  to 
adopt.  It  had  been  said,  however,  to  the 
contractors,  that  it  was  believed  such  sumi 
had  been  granted  by  parliament  as  woold 
in  all  probability  be  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service.  Some  time 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament^  it  became 
obvious  to  his  Majesty's  ministers^  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  apply  to  parliament 
for  a  farther  supply ;  not  only  frongi  tlie 
additional  expences  of  the  public  service, 
but  also  from  others  not  in  contemplation 
at  the  time  of  the  former  loan.  The  Ex- 
chequer bills  had  been  issued  on  as  fa- 
vourable terms  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  certain  circumstances^  fa- 
vourable to  the  public  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, rendered  it  i!iot  advisable  that  the 
market  should  be  stocked  with  thejm  to 
any  great  amount.  Persons  holding  Ex- 
chequer bills  were  desirous  of  disposing  of 
them  fur  the  sake  of  laying  out  the  pro* 
duce  in  the  public  funds.  Under  toese 
circumstances,  it  was  thought  necessary* 
that  the  loan  should  be  greater  than  what 
the  circumstances  of  the  public  serTice 
rendered  absolutely  necessary.  A  loan« 
to  the  amount  of  10  or  11  millions,  would 
have  enabled,  government  to  carry  on  the. 
business  of  the  country  till  the  usual  period 
of  application  to  parliament.  But,  by  way 
of  relieving  the  Exchequer  market^  \m 
Majesty's  ministers  found  it  the  general 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to  com- 
bine two  operations  at  once,  and  to  raise 
such  a  sum  of  money  at  present,  aa  would 
render  it  unnecessary  for  some  months  tti 
come  before  parliament,  and  to  issue  any 
additional  Exchequer  bills.  The  fiiati, 
then  lore,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  22  mil- 
lions. It  was  considered  advisable,  undt-r 
all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  ibat  a 
preference  should  be  given  to  the  coii*. 
tractors  for  the  last  loan,  although  tbey, 
had  no  right  to  any  such  preference,  in. 
consequence  of  an  express  stipulation  in 
their  contract.  It  was  the  interest,  how-. 
ever,  of  all  parties,  with  a  view  to  the 
consequences  in  the  money  market,  thai 
the  last  contractors  should  have  a  pra* 
ference.  Upon  these  principles,  the  trans* 
actions  of  that  morning  had  taken  place,, 
and  he  hoped  the  bargain  would  be  found, 
extremely  advantageous  to  the  public. 
The  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  raised  wa^i 
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as  he  had  already  stated,  22  millions.    It 
was  agreed,  that  for  every  100/.  money 
subscribed,  the  contributor  should  be  en- 
titled to  1 10/.  in  the  Three  per  Cents.    In- 
stead of  the  poriion  in  the  Long  Annuities, 
as  was  the  case  last  year,  the  whole  of  the 
remaining  sum  was  taken  in  the  3  per 
cent.  Consolidated  Annuities.    Every  100/. 
advanced  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  1 10/. 
in  the  Reduced,  and  67/.  in  the  Consolidated 
Annuities.     This,  when  compared  with  the 
terms  of  the  loan  of  last  summer,  would 
be    found    highly    advantageous   to    the 
country.    The  difierence  in  favour  of  the 
country  was  6s.  6d,  of  Long  Annuities,  and 
7/.  in  the  three  per  cent.  Consolidated 
Annuities.     In  June  last  a  long  annuity  of 
8«.  6d,  per  hundred  was  given.    The  pre- 
sent bargain,  therefore,  was  more  favour- 
able by  1/.  Mis.  per  cent;  so  that  nearly 
2  per  cent,  less  was  given  to  subscribers 
than  in  June  last.    The  loan  was  also  in 
other    respects    more    favourable.     The 
whole  amount  of  the  annuity  to  subscribers 
in  June  last,  was  51,  \0s.  6d.  per  cent. ; 
in  the  present  loan  it  was  5l.  6s.  2\d. 
The  bargain  of  that  day  with  the  con- 
tractors, therefore,  was  concluded  at  an  in- 
terest of  5/.  6s.  2d.     In  other  respects  the 
loan  was  not  less  favourable.    The  esti- 
mated profits  of  last  loan  amounted  to  4 
per  cent. ;  the  estimated  profits  that  morn- 
ing were  not  more  than  3/.  6s.  per  cent, 
and  the  discount  5s.  6d.     He  had  heard  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  that  the  premium  in 
the  market  already  amounted  to  3^  per 
cent.    He  had  thus  made  a  Irargain  which 
be  hoped  would  be  every  way  acceptable 
to  the  House  and  the  country.     He  might 
be  allowed  to  mention,  by  the  bye,  that 
the  loan  of  that  day  took  place  under  very 
favourable    circumstances.      Instead     of 
forcing  a  loan  on  the  monied  men,  several 
of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  of  the 
city  seemed  rather  anxious  to  force  a  loan 
on  the  government.    The  next  thing  to  be 
considered  was,  the  charge  on  the  country, 
created  by  this  loan,     lliere  was  allotted 
to  it  a  sinking  fund  of  ]{  per  cent,  in  the 
mannor  pointed  out  by  the  Act  of  last 
year.     So  that  in  this  year,  without  laying 
any  additional  burden  on  the  public,  it 
would  be  possible  to  comply  with  that  Act, 
and  lay  the  foundation  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt  created,  in  a  manner  highly 
advantageous  to  the  public. 
Stock  created   in    the  3  per        £. 

cent.  Reduced 24,200,000 

In  the  Consolidated 14,740,000 

Making  together 38,940,000 
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The  interest  amounted  to 1,168,200 

Sinking  Fund 584,100 

Charges  of  management 1 1,682 

Total  annual  charge 1,763,982 

The  interest  paid  on  the  last  loan  was, 
as  had  been  stated,  51.  IOj.  6d,  per  cent. ; 
the  interest  on  the  loan  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  last  al«o  exceeded  that  of  the 
present  loan,  which  in  point  of  terms  was 
more  satisfactory  than  any  since  the  year 
181 1.  Before  he  sat  down,  be  had  great 
satisfaction  in  being  able  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  the  revenue  of  the  last  quarter 
bad  experienced  a  considerable  increase 
— that  quarter  exceeded  by  1,900,000/. 
the  revenue  of  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  the  preceding  year. 

Several    of   the    Resolutions  resulting 
from  the  statements  in  the  right  hon.  gen-  . 
tleman's  speech,  being  put,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whithread^  in  the  course  of  putting 
them,  asked  if  the  eflbct  of  this  system 
would  not  be,  to  take  the  whole  sum  re- 
quired out  of  the  sinking  fund  already 
created  ;  and  thus  to  diminish  it  to  the 
extent  of  the  sum  required  for  the  present 
exigencies  of  the  country  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  agreed, 
that  the  measure  must,  in  the  first  place, 
have  this  cflect;  but  that  the  original 
sinking  fund  would  not  thereby  be  ulti- 
mately impaired. 

The  other  Resolutions  were  then  put 
and  agreed, to,  and  the  Report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  to*morrow. 

MiUTiA  Volunteering  Bill.]  Lord 
Castlereagh  having  moved  that  the  House 
do  resolve  into  a  committee  on  the  Militia 
Volunteering  Bill, 

Mr.  Whitshed  Keene  rose  and  said :— • 
Though  I  feel  a  scruple  in  detaining  the 
House  from  going  into  a  committee  on 
this  important  measure,  yet  I  must  re- 
quest their  indulgence  to  submit  some  of 
the  considerations  which  press  strongly 
on  my  mind  on  the  subject.  This  is  the 
third  great  measure  of  the  same  tendency, 
which  it  has  been  the  noble  lord's  lot,  m 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  to  sub- 
mit to  this  House.  The  first,  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  local  militia ;  a  measure 
of  which  this  House  and  this  country  felt 
the  necessity  at  the  time  it  was  intro* 
duced.  That  noble  body  of  men,  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Great  Britain,  nearly  the  whole 
male  population  of  our  country,  started 
into  arms  on  the  appearance  of  imminent 
danger  of  invasion.    A  spectacle  admired 
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by  Europe^  9nd  9  proof  of  what  a  free 
country ,-  sensible  of  the  blessings  it  enjoys, 
will  do  when  contented  under  ihe  admi- 
nistration of  its  government.  The  effect 
at  the  time  was  most  important,  as  it  put 
an  end  to  any  expectation  of  success  from 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  appro- 
liensions  at  home.  But,  Sir,  this  vast 
body  of  men  (not  less  than  400,000),  when 
the  danger  no  longer  threatened,  gradually 
fell  oil*  to  an  inconsiderable  number.  It 
could  not  be  otherwise,  as  it  was  composed 
of  men,  principally,  who  being  employed 
in  different  occupationsi,  by  which  they 
served  themselves  and  their  country, 
could  not  remain  permanently  in  that 
attitude.  It  was  at  the  same  time  obvious 
that  Holland  and  Flanders,  with  their  sea 
ports,  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Ruler 
of  France,  and  he  having  also  the  com- 
mand of  the  population  of  many  states  of 
Germany,  it  was  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  our  country  to  have  a  much  larger 
body  of  men  trained  to  arms,  and  ready 
for  the  call  of  their  country,  than  even 
that  meritorious  body  of  the  regular  mi- 
litia joined  to  the  troops  of  the  line,  which 
might  remain  in  the  country.  Sir,  it  has 
been  often  said,  that  good  comes  some- 
times from  evil.  It  appears  to  me  that 
tbe  unfortunate  state  of  Europe  alone 
could  have  brought  forward  and  reconciled 
this  country  to  this  great  measure  of  the 
local  militia,  by  which  400,000  men  are 
engaged  for  a  certain  time,  and  great  part 
of  them  trained  to  arms,  and  by  which,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  country  fit  to  bear  arms 
will  be  equally  trained.  This  is  a  mea- 
sure which  could  be  adopted  in  Great 
Britain  alone.  It  is  perhaps  the  only 
country  in  Europe  where  arms  could  be 
put  almost  indiscriminately  into  the  hands 
of  its  inhabitants.  At  the  same  time  that 
it  does  infinite  honour  to  its  people, 
it  puts  an  end  to  the  bugbear  of  an  inva- 
sion which  France  has  so  often  held  out ; 
and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  while 
it  makes  the  attempt  improbable,  makes 
the  success  impossible.  The  value  of  this 
measure  does  not  rest  here  ;  such  a  mode 
of  strengthening  our  defence  most  mate- 
rially increases  our  power  of  offence ;  as 
our  country  will  now  be  safe  in  the  bands 
of  the  local  and  regular  militia,  and  the 
troops  of  the  line  may  be  employed  out 
of  it.  It  is  well  known,  that  often  the  most 
efficient  defensive  measures  consist  in 
active  aggression.  The  constitutioD  and 
interests  of  Great 'Britain  afovr  and  aa- 
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tborize  active  aggressioo  under  no  other 
circumstances.  Peace  is  ber  eloment; 
she  seeks  not  to  disturb  the  tranqailitty^ 
or  invade  the  possessions  of  other  coon* 
tries,  and  unsheathes  her  sword  only  to 
vindicate  her  insulted  honour,  or  repel 
aggressions;  her  interests  are  best  pro« 
moted  by  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity 
of  other  states.  That,  however,  when 
reduced  to  war,  the  mosl  important  efllects 
may  result  from  a  judicious  employment 
of  British  troops  in  active  aggression 
under  proper  circumstances,  is  most  satis- 
factorily demonstrated  by  what  has  passed 
and  is  now  passing  on  tbe  peninsola* 
We  have  seen  a  body  of  British  troops  (a 
handful  compared  to  the  armies  In  the 
north  of  Europe,  or  the  French  in  the 
peninsula,  not  less  than  900,000  men) 
under  the  genius  of  our  illustrious  soldier 
there,  supported  by  the  valour  of  the  offi* 
cers,  and  that  small  body  of  men  drive 
the  enemy  out  of  Portugal  ;  and  by  a 
series  of  brilliant  achievements,  wherein 
the  whole  science  of  war  was  called  into 
action,  drive  that  enemy,  with  tbe  assist* 
ance  of  the  troops  of  Spain  and  Portogal, 
whose  patriotic  valour  his  genius  had 
conciliated  and  organized,  out  of  five- 
sixths  of  the  country  at  one  time  in  their 
possession.  Lord  VVellington,  instead  of 
being  cooped  in  his  lines  at  Torres  Ve» 
dras,  is  at  this  moment  acting  with  a 
mighty  united  force  within  the  territories 
of  France.  The  next- great  measure  car* 
ried  through  by  the  noble  lord  was,  the  in- 
terchange of  militia  with  our  sister  king- 
dom. This,  while  it  adds  so  importantly 
to  their  mutual  safety  by  the  power  of 
increasing  the  force  in  either,  as  cireoni* 
stances  might  require,  goes  roocb  farthtr. 
Great  as  this  advantage  is,  it  is  inconsider- 
able, compared  to  what  may  be  naturally 
expected  from  this  intermixture  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  two  islands,  and  the  onion 
of  habits  the  consequence  of  such  friendly 
interests.  There  is  no  magic  in  the  net 
of  parliament  which  in  ten  years  could 
ripen  the  countries  into  a  real  union  of 
heads,  hands,  and  hearts,  so  much  ns  ibis 
measure  will  probably  do  in  one  quarter 
of  that  time.  Nur  does  the  advanlago  of 
it  rest  there  ;  it  must  prove  highly  eco- 
nomical. It  is  obvious,  that  the  nmounl 
of  our  peace  establishment  most  bo  segn- 
lated  by  the  state  of  the  power  of  Franco 
at  the  time  peace  may  be  concludodb 
Whatever  would  have  been  the  ansoual 
of  that  establishment,  if  these  moa- 
sures  bad  not  been  adopted^  nay»  wiik 
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them,  be  reduced,  coosidermbly.  It  re* 
mained  still  as  a  measure  of  peace, 
which  ia  best  preserTed  by  the  prompt 
lorce  vliich  ii  can  send  foitb,  to  eaublish 
aach  a  tyatea  at  might  with  the  least  de- 
Jay  aod  exp^nce  afibrd  powerfal  means  to 
repel  aad  arenge  insults  on  her  honour  and 
interests.  With  this  tiew  the  noble  lord 
has  brought  fiarward  this  great  measure.  In 
the  introduction  of  it  he  has  with  much  elo« 
qncnce  and  sound  judgment  anticipated  and 
obviated  objections,  which  from  a  mis- 
taken view  (as  I  think)  of  the  constitution, 
might  have  been  made  to  its  being  aup- 
ported  by  this  House.  The  provident 
mind  of  those  illustrious  patriots,  who  in* 
troduced  the  militia  system,  accompanied 
it  with  such  provisions  as  were  in  the  then 
aiate  of  Europe  adequate  to  the  purposes 
of  this  country.  On  the  same  principle, 
they  would  har«  extended  in  the  present 
state  of  Europe,  the  provisions  to  the  de- 
gree  now  proposed.  As  the  noble  lord 
did  not  in  the  first  stage  of  the  measure 
enter  into  its  results,  may  I  be  permitted 
to  submit  some  of  the  most  prominent 
which  press  themselves  on  my  mind. 
Idelancholy  experience  has  proved  the 
disadvantages  our  country  labours  under 
at  the  commencement  of  all  those  wars 
into  which  we  have  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury been  compelled  to  enter,  for  the  vin- 
dication of  our  honour  or  interests.  During 
the  present  dreadful  revolutionary  war, 
may  it  not  be  fairly  presumed,  that,  had 
the  measure  now  proposed  existed,  that 
torrent  of  devastation  might  have  been  con- 
fined ?  Is  there  not  good  reason  to  believe 
that  if  25,000  men  could  have  been  sent 
lo  Toulon  during  the  five  months  it  waa  in 
our  possession,  it  might  have  been  kept, 
mid  the  sobseooent  extension  of  the  Revo- 
lution materially  checked  ?  While  the  war 
in  the  Vendee  raged,  could  we  haver  sent 
25,000  men  to  occupy  a  post  on  that  coast, 
u  communication  would  have  been  preserv- 
ed with  those  diatingoished  men  who  were 
aacrificing  their  lives  and  their  homes  in 
defence  of  their  religion  and  laws;  and  the 
event  must  have>  been  according  to  human 
reasoning,  very  di^rent.  When  that  in- 
adequate attempt  was  made  at  Ouiberon, 
could  it  have  been  supported  by  such  a 
l>od'y  of  British  troops,  the  catastrophe, 
could  not  have  ensued,  and  consequences 
most  important  miprht  have  taken  place. 
Gentlemen  may  difier  front  the  specula- 
tions I  have  presumed  to  ofi^r  on  the  mode 
in  which  those  troops* might  have  been 
-employed,  but  they  cannot  diflTer  -aa  to  the 
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vital  importance  of  having  such  an  addi*^ 
tional  force  with  promptitude  when  ihi«f 
country  is  forced  into  war.  Uitherto,  ouu 
tlie  breaking  out  of  war,  the  guvernmentf- 
from  the  unarmed  state  of  the  countryr 
has  been  obliged  to  give  rank  for  raising 
men«  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  army. 
This  mode  has  been  attended  with  eoor« 
moua  expeace  both  lo  the  public  and  to 
individuals,  and  produces  only  raw  undi*** 
ciplined  men,  who  require  much  training 
before  they  are  fit  for  service ;  they  have 
been  got  together  by  all  the  scandatoua 
arts  of  contending  erimps,  and  are  as  defi^ 
cient  in  quality  as  they  are  in- the  businesi 
and  habits  of  soldiers.  The  mode  now 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  will  give  the 
country  such  a  body  of  trained  men,  equal 
ia  erery  respect  to  those  of  the  line  (ex* 
cept  not  having  been  epaployed  on  actual 
service],  in  a  few  weeks,  as  could  not  be 
got  together  and  rendered  equally  efficient 
in  as  many  half  years.  There  are  many 
ether  important  advantages  to  be  expect^ 
from  it ;  but  I  will  not  further  delay  the 
House  at  present  by  entering  into  them^ 
and  shall  only  add  that  I  consider  the 
noble  lord's  propoaed  measure,  when  com« 
pleted,  as  a  mighty  engine  of  a  hundred 
horse  power,  in  the  arsenal  of  our  country, 
ready  to  be  drawn  into  operation  when  its 
defence  may  require  it,  and  will  thereby 
preserve  it  from  insulu. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  asked,  if  any  delay 
was  40  take  place  after  the  Bill  had  gone 
through  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
discessing  the  principle  of  the  measure; 
as  much  would  depend  upon  the  detail. 

Lord  Casikreagk  saw  no  occasion  for 
any  delay.  The  House  would  be  best  able 
to  judge  of  the  course  it  ought  to  adopts 
afWr  the  Bill  came  out  of  the  committee. 
He  thought  the  matter  so  simple,  that  no 
difference  ef  opinion  could  exist,  so  as  to 
require  a  reconsideration  of  the  measure  in 
detail.  If  so,  however,  any  minor  part* 
would  be  open  to  consideration  in  a  future 
stage ;  and  the  measure  would  be  better 
appropriated,  and  equally  open  to  remark, 
after  the  committee,  than  it  was  now. 

iilr.  C.  If.  Wymu  said,  he  considered, 
as  every  gentleman,  he  presumed,  must 
do,  the  presem  measure  to  be  utterly  sub* 
versiveof  the  first  principle  of  the  militik 
force,  intended  as  it  was  for  the  internal 
defence  of  the  country.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, say,  that  this  was  to  be  weighed 
against  the  advantages  which  were  likely 
to  result  to  this  country,  and  to  the  world 
at  large,  from  the  adoption  of  this 
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sure  at  the  present  moment.     If  any  man,  ' 
no  doubt,  were  to  look  to  the  object  which 
the  country  had  in  view  in  the  year  1756, 
from  the  formation  of  the  militia  force, 
and  to  compare  it  with  the  present  mea- 
sure, he  must  feel  astonished  at  perceiving 
how  essentially  it  was  altered.    At  first,  the 
militia  force  was  similar  to  our  volunteer 
i<>rce,  and  afterwards  to  our  local  militia. 
The  persons  who  were  liable  to  serve  in  it 
were  not  to  be  taken  for  any  length  of  time 
from  their  usual  occupations,  unless  on  ur- 
gent occasions;   and  the  only  ground  for 
call  ling  out  that  force  was,  the  coifntry 
being   in  imminent  danger  of  invasion ; 
when,  alone,  it  was  to  be  embodied.    The 
practice  of  requiring  landed  qualifications 
from  officers  was  now  almost  entirely  su- 
perseded ;   there  being,  in  most  instances, 
more  o dicers  who  were. unqualified  than 
who  were  qualified.   The  local  militia  now 
was  as  the  old  militia  was  then.     This  ob- 
jectiunal  service  was  not  in  contemplation 
when  the  men  entered  into  it ;    but  at  the 
tame  time  he  (Mr.  Wynne)  did  not  con- 
ceive it  to  be  so  objectionable  as  to  counter- 
balance the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
it.     'i'he  measure  had  his  hearty  support, 
and  should  have  it,  even  if  it  went  to  entitle 
the  country  to  avail  itself  of  the  services  of 
the  miiitiato  the  whole  extent  He  had  some 
observations,  however,  to  submit  on  the 
two  pans  of  the  plan ;   considering,  as  he 
did,  that  the  two  methods  would  compete 
the  one  against  the  other.     There  would 
be  a  hardship  on  the  lieutenants  in  the  re- 
gular army,  in  having  so  great  a  number 
of  captains  from  the  militia  placed  in  the 
army  with  superior  rank  to  them;    but 
the  advantage  likely  to  result  from  this  ar- 
rangement was  80  great,  that,  on  the  whole, 
Le  could  not  see  why  their  feelings  ought 
not  to  be  sacrificed  in  this  respect  to  the 
public  advantage.     The  part  to  which  he 
ielt  the  strongest  objection,  was  that  which 
rf  garded  the  prpvi^ional  battalions,  where 
an  interest  and  a  feeling  was  given  to  the 
men  iu  support  of  the  one  plan,  and  to  the 
ofTiccrs  in  support  of  the  other  plan  ;   so 
tphat  a  canvassing,  as  it  were,  might  be  ex- 
pected to  take  place  between  the  one  spe- 
cies of  service   and  the  other;    and   he 
should  not  be  surprised,  the  advantage  to 
the  officer  was  so  great  in  the  one  way 
.  more  than  in  the  other,  that  an  additional 
bounty  were  oiFered  by  the  officers  to  the 
men,  to  induce  them  to  extend  their  ser- 
vices into  the  regular  army.  On  the  other 
hand,   whera  Hhe    militia    officers    were 
Anxious  to  form  provisional  battalions,  be 
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was  afraid  the  present  meatare  farnitbed 
them  with  inducements  to  lay  temptmtidos 
in  the  way  of  the  men  to  withhold  thm 
more  extended  line  of  service.  He  was 
also  afraid,  that  officers  serving  in  thoto 
provisional  battalions  might  lose  their  in- 
fluence in  the  counties  to  which  they  be« 
longed  :  and,  to  field  officers  belonging  to 
the  militia,  most  of  whom  were  men  of 
large  fortunes,  the  offer  of  half-pty  woold 
be  a  very  inadequate  bait ;  e  better  and 
more  efifectual  inducement  to  such  men« 
he  thought,  would  be  the  holdinsr  oat 
some  honorary  mark  of  distinction.  These 
were  his  ideas  on  the  subject.-  He  was 
afraid  of  the  two  plans  clashing  with  each 
other. 

Lord  Castlereagh  agreed,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  stated  the  caa^  ^Airly, 
though  he  presumed  to  think  he  had  gone 
into  it  more  in  detail  than  was  at  present 
necessary.  He  begged,  however,  to  say 
a  few  words  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  bon.  gentleman,  who  aeemed  te 
think  that  it  would  have  been  better  had 
be  confined  his  measure  to  one  of  the  two 
plans,  instead  of  extending  it  to  both.  He 
(lord  Castlereagh),  however,  coniidered 
the  second  part  of  the  plan  as  auxiliary  to 
the  former  part,  rather  than  otherwise.  He 
believed  the  hon.  gentleman  had  OTcr-eati* 
mated  the  influence  of  the  officera  over 
the  men.  Those  who  knew  the  militia* 
men  in  general,  best  knew  that  they  were 
not  above  a  certain  measure  influenced  b]f 
the  advice  of  th«;ir  officers.  He  did  not 
see  how  it  could  have  been  possibleijpre* 
serving  due  regard  for  the  feelings  oT  the 
officers  in  the  army,  to  have  introdnced 
among  them  officers  from  the  militia,  with 
higher  rank  than  that  of  captain ;  and  the 
bounty  i^ready  given  to  enlist  from  the 
militia  into  the  army  was  so  nearly  equal 
to  that  now  proposed,  that  he  was  afraid 
the  present  measure  would  be  ineiFectual» 
without  some  supplemental  or  extraordi* 
nary  inducements,  such  as  those  now  held 
out.  If  he  had  not  held  out  the  difierent 
species  of  inducements  proposed  by  the 
present  measure,  he  could  not  assure  hinH 
self  that  he  should  be  able  to  raise  the 
force  he  expected.— -He  felt  disposed  lo 
keep  the  bounties  low,  particularly  aa  14 
was  necessary  to  preserve  a  disiinctiott 
between  the  bounties  for  the  army  and 
militia ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  there  were 
advantages  attached  to  the  militia,  of 
which  if  the  men  now  in  that  force  were 
to  be  deprived  by  extending  their  service, 
he  could  not  expect  that  they  would  be 
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prevailed  on  to  do  so.  This«  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  applied  lo  the  ipilitia  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland  ;  many  of  whom  were  mar- 
ried nien,  and  who  would  lose  the  provi- 
sions at  present  enjoyed  by  their  wives 
and  families  were  they  to  enter  into  the 
army.  It  bad  been  much  discussed,  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  expedient  to  allow 
militia*men  tovolanteer  into  the  line,  still 
preserving  for  their  wives  and  families 
the  peculiar  advantages  wbich,  as  milicia- 
men,  they  at  present  enjoyed ;  but,  on  due 
consideration,  it  was  deemed  that  it  would 
not  be  advantageous  to  introduce  into  the 
^ine  a  fpecies  of  force  different  from  the 
line  itself  with  so  marked  a  distinction  in 
its  favour.  On  this  account  it  was  deem- 
ed infinitely  more  advantageous  to  estab* 
lish  provisional  battalions. 

With  regard  to  the  anomaly  of  those 
battalions  being  officered*  by  persons  ap« 
•pointed  in  some  cases  by  the  crown,  and 
in  others  by  the  lord  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties, he  admitted  the  statement  to  be  cor- 
rect, bat  at  the  same  time  contended  that 
no  ill  effects  resulted   from  such  an  ar- 
rangement.    The  practice,  though  ano- 
malous, was  not  novel.     It  had  existed  in 
the  Irish  militia,  who,  when  they  were 
brigaded,  served  under  field  officers  of  the 
line,  while  all    the    militia  commissions 
were  appointed  as  asual :    and  certainly 
they  contributed  as  efficient  battalions  as 
any  in  the  service.     He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  anomaly,  though  inherent  in  the 
measure,  would  not  be  found  in  its  practi- 
cal details.    If  only  one  of  the  alternatires 
were  to  be  resorted  to,  and  remembering 
which  alternative  would  necessarily  pre- 
vail,   he  felt  satisfied  that  the   measure 
would  not  produce  all  those  beneficial  re- 
sults which  the  Bill  was  frametl  with  a 
¥iew  and  confident  expectation  of  produc- 
ing.    It  would  certainly  fail  in  obtaining 
such  a  number  of  men  as  was  desired.  The 
only  thing,  he  apprehended,  which  they 
had  to  guard  against  was,  the  exciting  com- 
petition in  the  militia,  which  might  be  in- 
jurious to  the  regular  army;   and  with 
that  view  he  intended^  when  the  Bill  was 
in  the  committee,  to  propose  an  alteration 
in  the  rate  of  bounty,  from  what  he  had 
0Ufi:ge8ted  on  a  former  night. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Upon  the  clause  being  read,  which  em- 
powered his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services 
of  three-fourths  of  any  militia  regiment, 

Mr.  C.  fyyimt  rose  to  suggest  an  altera- 
tion.   He  thought^  when  it  was  considered 


that  different  regiments  might  have  dif- 
ferent feelings  upon  the  subject  ol'  volun- 
teering, that  in  some  regiments  more  than 
three-fourths,  while  in  others  much  less 
than  that  number,  might  offer  their  ser- 
vices, the  consequence  would  probably 
be,  that  the  aggregate  number  would  not 
amount  to  three-fourths  of  the  whole 
militia  of  the  country*  In  that  case,  the 
force  would  be  less  than  was  wanted,  and 
the  measure  would  fail  in  producing  it$ 
full  effect.  He  therefore  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  enlarge  the  proportion  that 
might  be  permitted  to  volunteer  from  eaeh 
regiment. 

Lord  tasiUrtagh  said,  that  any  altera- 
tion, such  as  proposed  by  the  hon.  mem* 
ber,  would  tend  to  destroy  the  militia  it- 
self; a  probability  which,  if  it  existed, 
would  alone  have  discouraged  him  (lord 
C.)  from  proposing  or  prosecuting  his 
measure.  His  object  certainly  was,  not  to 
destroy,  but  to  keep  alive,  the  militis^ 
system  ;  and  in  securing  thai  object,  there 
was  no  fear  of  impairing  the  effective 
strength  of  the  army.  It  was  to  be  re* 
membered,  that  there  were  in  every  mi« 
litia  regiment  a  oertain  proportion  of  men 
who  were  not  fit  to  go  on  foreign  servipe  ; 
and  h6  felt  quite  certain  also,  that  there 
were  some  officers  who,  from  obvious  rea<* 
sons,  would  not  be  inclined  to  volunteer* 
It  was  his  wish,  therefore,  to  consult  at 
once  the  fair  freedom  of  the  service,  and 
the  preservation  of  the  militia,  which  he 
believed  to  be  interwoven  with  the  funda- 
mental securities  of  the  country.  As  the 
clause  originally  stood,  it  left  an  alterna- 
tive, between  three-fourths  of  the  militia 
of  a  county,  or  of  a  single  regiment ;  bu( 
he  had  now  struck  out  that  alternative, 
and  confined  the  proportion  only  to  single 
regiments. 

Mr.  Wynne  suggested,  that  a  proportion 
of  four-fifths  of  each  regiment  would  be 
more  likely  to  render  the  clause  as  effec* 
tive  as  possible. 

The  words  "  militia  of'  any  county, 
riding.  See,"  were  then  omitted,  and  the 
following  substituted :  "  not  exceeding  in 
anv  case  three-fourths  of  the  number 
actually  serving  in  any  regiment,  bat- 
talion, or  corps.'^ 

The  next  material  alteration  in  the  Bill 
related  to  the  rate  of  bounty.  Lord 
Castlereagh  proposed,  that  tlie  clause 
should  be  altered  so  as  to  allow  only  eight 
guineas,  instead  of  ten,  to  those  who  volun- 
teered for  European  service,  and  retaining 
all  their  privileges  as  militiamen*    The 
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proportion  between  the  diflerent  descrip- 
tions of  service,  according  to  hit  original 
tiew  uf  the  bounties,  he  felt  aware  was  not 
iufficif nt ;  this  reduction  would  render 
that  proportion  more  conformable  to  what 
it  should  be,  though  he  doubted  whether 
even  eight  guineas  for  the  first  description 
of  service  might  not  be  found  too  high. 
He  was  quite  satisfied,  however,  that  more 
than  eight  ought  not  to  be  given  ;  and  in 
filling  up  the  blank  with  that  sum,  it  was 
Hot  intended  that  it  sboald  be  mandatory 
on  the  part  of  government  to  give  bo 
Much ;  only  to  provide,  that  in  no  case 
should  that  sum  be  exceeded. 
-  On  the  clause  which  related  to  the 
namber  of  the  miliiia  that  were  to  be  per- 
mitted to  volunteer, 

'  Lord  CaaiUreagh  observed,  that  many 
hon.  members  seemed  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  the  proposed  measure  was  not  suffi* 
cienlly  extensive.  He  was  anxious  to 
ftate  the  reasons  by  which  he  had  been 
induced  not  to  push  it  further  at  the  pre* 
lent  moment.  On  referring  to  the  amount 
of  men  now  owing  from  the  militia  to  the 
Kne,  it  would  appear  that  the  number  was 
8,767.  This  deficiency  chiefly  existed  in 
Ireland  ;  in  which  country,  inconsequence 
of  the  number  of  married  men  that  were 
in  the  miliiia,  and  of  other  circumstances, 
the  impediments  to  carrying  into  effect  the 
volunteering  from  the  militia  into  the  liile 
were  greater  than  in  Great  Britain.  The 
ground  on  which  he  conceived  it  not  ex- 
pedient to  push  the  present  measure  fur* 
ther  than  by  filling  up  the  blanks  of  the 
Bill  with  30,000  men,  28,750  being  the 
amount  of  the  doable  qaota,  and  arrears 
(besides  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
oiBcer^),  was,  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
clo  so  until  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
a  greater  force  could  be  advantageously 
tised.  Unless  this  were  previously  ascer- 
tained, it  would  be  unnecessary  to  put  the 
country  to  an  expence  larger  than  that 
which  our  view  uf  military  policy  seemed 
to  demand.  Not  foreseeing  such  a  neces- 
•ity,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  advisable  to 
recommend  parliament  to  allow  a  greater 
acope  to  the  impulse  of  the  militia  to  vo- 
lunteer for  foreign  service.  The  assist- 
ance which  the  number  to  which  it  was 
|iroposed  to  limit  the  Bill  before  the  com- 
mittee would  afford,  would  be  most  power- 
ful. On  a  recent  occasion  he  had  stated 
its  probable  amount ;  namely,  after  covers 
ing  the  waste  of  the  ensuing  year,  aboat 
1 5  or  20,000  men.  He  meant  that,  top- 
potipg  iLo  waato  tf  the  British  army  not 
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*to  exceed  in  the  ensuing  canpiigti  that 
which  it  had  been  in  the  preaenty  wt 
should  close  at  the  end  of  the  campaigm 
with  15  or  20,000  men  more  than  vire  now 
possessed.  He  was  also  the  leaa  indaced 
to  push  the  measure  further  at  preaant*  by 
the  consideration  that  the  Bill  wooltl  not 
prevent  the  operation  in  the  year  IBl^U 
the  existing  transfer  from  the  oiilitia  to 
the  line.  He  would  therefore  move  to  fill 
up  the  blank  in  the  Bill  with  the  Dumber 
"  30,000." 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WyDiia  tho 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  pre* 
amble, 

Mr.  WhUbrcad  begged,  to  move  aa  aa 
amendment  the  introduction  of  a  paaaage^ 
to  which,  considering  the  obiervatioBa 
made  by  the  noble  lotd  opposite  on  a  re- 
cent occasion,  be  dared  to  aay  that  there 
would  be  no  objection.  It  waa  16  ataiTi 
that  the  object  of  the  measure  wai^  •*  la 
bring  the  contest  in  which  we  wetfe  ea* 
gaged  to  a  speedy  and  happy  concloaieBb 
and  to  obtain  the  blessings  of  peace/' 

Lord  Castlcreagh  admitted,  that  be  had 
•aid  that  which  was  the  conviction  of  hil 
mind  ;  namely,  that  peace  waa  the  only 
legitimate  and  justifiable  object  of  aU  war» 
But  be  should  certainly  object  te  the  in* 
trodnction  of  the  particular  words  moved 
for  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  bccaaee  thai 
would  imply  that  the  other  meafurha  ef 
parliament  had  not  been  adopted  in  the 
same  spirit.  It  was  to  protect  parliameal 
from  such  an  imputation,  that  he  ttmai  de» 
dine  acceding  to  the  amendment  of  ihe 
hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Whitbfcad  said,  that  he  would  nol 
press  his  amendment  at  present ;  bat  that  on 
the  report  be  would  move  it,  in  order  ihaib 
should  if  it  were  rejected  by  the  Heoar^ 
it  might  be  entered  on  the  Journals  He 
had  abstained  from  commenting  on  the 
measure  itself  (however  objectionable  on 
constitutional  grounds),  for  reasooa  which 
he  had  before  stated ;  but  he  did  conceive 
it  to  be  highly  important,  at  a  period  lilce 
thia,  when  in  France  addressed  had-  been 
presented  to  the  ruling  power,  praying 
that  the  war  might  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
conclusion  ;  and  when  in  England,  on  thie 
contrary,  in  unofficial  papers,  means  were 
resorted  to  to  inflame  the  people;  thai 
parliament,  on  adopting  a  measore  soch 
as  that  before  the  committee,  should  die* 
tinctly  declare,  that  they  were  influenced 
solely  by  a  wish  to  bring  the  cOnteat  to  a 
•peedy  and  happy  terminttion.    36  Ihinka 
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ing,  fae  repeated,  that  on  the  molioD  for 
receiTing  the  report  be  tboiild  again  pro- 
pose bif  amendment. 

The  HoQM  was  then  rcsomed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  receiTod  lo* 
morrow. 


Nov.  ta,  l$lSs 


im 


iJL-iai. 


HOUSE  OF  CdBIMONB. 

Friday ^Nao*  l6. 

Galway  Right  of  .Elbction— Pbti- 
lioK  OF  Mb.  Joyob,  &c]  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow  presented  a  Pelitiott  of  John 
Joyce,  of  Galway,  banker  and  freeholder, 
John  French  Madden,  of  Galway,  free- 
bolder,  John  Moore,  of  Galway,  mer- 
chant, freeman,  and  freeholder^  Thomas 
Blakeny,  of  Galway,  freeman,  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  others,  being  persons 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  mem- 
ber to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  taid 
town  and  county  of  the  said  town^  setting 
forth, 

'<  That,  on  the  15th  day  of  June  last, 
the  select  committee  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  the  merits  of  the  Petition  of 
Valentine  Blake,  of  Menlo,  in  the  county 
of  the  town  of  Galway »  esq.  and  of  the 
Petition  of  John  Joyce,  Patrick  M.  Lynch, 
John  Lynch,  Alexander  Nicholas  Browne, 
James  Finn,  and  John  French  Madden, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn ibr  the  said  town,  reported  to  the 
House,  that  it  appeared  to  the  Committee, 
that  the  merits  or  the  Petitions  did  in  part 
depend  upon  the  right  of  election,  and 
therefore  the  committee  required  the 
counsel  for  the  several  parties  to  deliver 
to  the  clerk  of  the  committee  statements 
in  writing  of  the  right  of  election  ibr 
which  they  respectively  contended  ;  and 
ihat,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  counsel 
for  the  petitioner  Valentine  Blake,  esq. 
and  also  for  the  seferal  other  petitioners, 
delivered  in  a  statement  as  follows : 
*  That  the  right  of  election  in  and  ft>r  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway 
is  in  the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  and  in  the 
iVee.  burgesses  and  freemen  thereof,  each 
freemen  having  been  resident  in  the  said 
.town  and  county  of  the  town,  or  the  li- 
berties thereof,  at  the  time  of  their  elec«> 
tioD  to  their  freedom,  and  also  at  the  time 
of  their  voting;'  and  that  the  coonsel 
Jbr  the  sitting  asember,  the  hoQ«  Frede- 
rick Ponsonby,  delivered  in  a  statement 
•s  feUows  1  «  That  the  right  of  election  in 
jmd  for  Ihe  town  aad  comity  of  the  town 
fA  Galway,  it  in  Itai  frMhoMenof  the  said 


town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway, 
and  in  the  freemen  of  the  corporation  of 
the  said  town ;'  and  that,  upon  the  state- 
ment delivered  in  by  the  counsel  for  tb# 
said  several  petitioners,  the  committee 
had  determined  that  the  right  of  election* 
as  set  forth  in  the  said  statement,  is  not 
the  right  of  election  for  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Galway  ;  and  thai, 
upon  the  statement  delivered  in  by  the 
counsel  for  the  sitting  member,  the  conii- 
mittee  had  determined  that  the  right  ef 
election,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  statement, 
is  the  right  of  election  for  the  said  town 
and  county  of  the  tewn  of  Galway  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  advised  that  the 
right  of  election,  so  determined  by  the 
said 'sele(it  committee,  is  not  the  right  of 
election  for  the  said  borough }  and  that 
the  petitioneri  are  prepared  to  prove  that 
no  person  is  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election 
of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  said  town  of  Galway,  as  a  free  burgets 
or  freeman  thereof,  who  was  not  bona  fide 
a  resident  in  the  said  town  and  county  of 
the  town,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  at  the 
time  of  their  election  to  their  freedom  of 
the  said  town ;  and  that  the  right  of  elec* 
tion  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament 
in  and  for  the  said  town  of  Galway  is  in 
the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  and  coun* 
ty  of  the  town  of  Galway,  and  in  the  free 
burgesses  and  freemen  thereof,  such  free- 
men having  been  resident  in  the  said  town 
and  county  of  the  town,  6r  liberties 
thereof,  at  the  time  of  their  election  to 
their  freedom;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
therefore,  are  not  satisfied  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  said  select  committee,  and 
are  desirous  of  having  the  benefit  of  the 
several  statutes  in  that  case  made  and  pro*> 
vided,  for  the  purpose  of  preveniing  the 
judgment  of  the  said  select  committee 
from  becoming  final  and  conclusive  against 
the  interests  of  the  petitioners,  which  will 
be  materially  afftcted  thereby,  inasmuch 
as  persons  having  no  right  to  become 
freemen  of  the  said  town  of  Galway,  or  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve 
in  parliament  ibr  the  said  town  of  Galway 
and  county  of  the  said  town,  will,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  said  select  commit- 
tee, claim  to  have  a  right  to  vote  in  such 
election^  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  the  said  town, 
and  of  the  free  burge&ses  and  freemen  le- 
gally elected,  and  having  a  right  to  vote 
in  such  election ;  and  praying  the  Hoase, 
that  they  may  be  admitted  as  parties,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  the  statalea  in  audi 
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case  made  and  provided,  to  oppose  the 
right  of  election,  in  favour  of  which  the 
said  select  committee  have  so  reported-, 
and  that  the  petitioners  may  have  such 
other  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  the 
House  shall  seem  meet,  and  the  justice 
and  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be 
taken  into  consideration  upon  Tuesday 
the  15th  day  of  February  next,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  and,  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  isrue  his  warrant  or  warrants 
for  such  persons,  papers,  and  records,  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary  by  the  several 
parties,  on  the  hearing  of  the  matter  of 
the  said  Petition. 

Insolvent  Debtors  Bill.]     Mr.  Lock" 
'hari  presented  a  Petition  from  certain  in- 
solvent debtors  in  the  King's- bench,  com- 
plaining of  the  delay  which  had   taken 
place  in  carrying  into  effect  the  Insolvent 
Act  of  last  session,  and  in  consequence  of 
which    delay    they  had  sustained  many 
hardships.     The  hon.  member  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  every  motive  which  had 
induced  the  legislature  last  session  to  pass 
the  Act  in  question  ought  now  to  induce 
them  to  take  its  deficiencies  into  imme- 
diate   consideration.     Though    he    (Mr. 
Lockhari)  was  a  determined  enemy  to  all 
Insolvent  Acts  in  their  principle,  as  tend- 
ing to  hold  out  temptations  to  practise  a 
yariety  of  frauds  which  were,  indeed,  the 
disgrace  of  the  country  ;  yet,  as  they  had 
passed  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  debtors, 
they  certainly  ought  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  rendering  that  Act  as  efficient  as 
possible.     For  that  reason,  and  also  be- 
cause the  delays  already  experienced,  as 
well  those  which  must  inevitably  attend 
upon  executing  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
in  question,  from  the  numerous  individuals 
who  would   claim  under  it,  were  really 
injurious  to  those  persons  whose  relief  the 
legislature  contemplated,  he  should^  un- 
less he  saw  a  disposition  to  do  it  in  ano* 
ther  place,  propose  on  an  early  day  to  de- 
legate to  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  a 
concurrent  jurisdiction   for  hearing    and 
discharging  insolvent  cases,   leaving  the 
disposal  of  the  debtors'  property  to  the 
commissioner  appointed  under  the  Act.— 
The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Report  from  the  Committee  or 
Supply.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 


of  the  supply  granted  to  hit  Majesty,  the 
Resolutions  which  they  bad  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House  ;  and  the  tame  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  are 
as  follow ; 

1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  4O,02l/. 
14^.,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  make 
good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been  issued 
by  his  Majesty's  orders,  pursuant  to  Ad- 
dresses of  this  House,  and  which  has  not 
been  made  good  by  parliament.  ^ 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  '24,Sl5t 
\98.  0|(/.,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
make  good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been 
issued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  oat 
of  his  Majesty's  Civil  List  revenues,  to  se- 
veral persons  for  public  services,  not  being 
part  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
Civil  List,  and  which  have  not  been  re- 
placed by  parliament. 

3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3,225/. 
\Ss.,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  make 
good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been  issued 
at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of 
his  Majesty's  Civil  List  revenues,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  heretofore  paid  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  old  naval  stores. 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5,4541. 
93.  5d„  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  make 
good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been  applied 
out  of  his  Majesty's  Civil  List  reyenues, 
for  parliamentary  services,  and  services 
of  a  public  description,  and  that  the 
said  s.uin  be  issued  and  paid  without  any 
fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  IO,000JL 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  advanced 
to  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  under  the  condW 
tions  and  restrictions  mentioned  in  an  Act 
of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  fur* 
ther  improving  the  communication  be- 
tween the  county  of  Edinburgh  and  the 
county  of  Fife,  by  the  ferries  cross  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  between  Leith  and  New- 
haven,  in  the -county  of  Edinburgh,  and 
Kinghorne  and  Bruntisland,  in  the  counij 
of  Fife,  for  the  year  1814,  and  that  the 
said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any 
fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  lli),500/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief 
of  the  suftering  clergy  and  laity  of  Frsuice, 
for  the  year  18 14,  and  that  the  said  sum 
be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  8,000iL 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief  of 
Saint  Domingo  sufferers,  for  the  year 
1814,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and 
paid  without  any  fee  or  deduction* 
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'^.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5,500/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  for  the  relief 
of  Dutch  emigrants,  for  the  year  ISl^,  and 
that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what- 
soever. 

9.  That  a  aom,  not  exceeding  1 1,500/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief  of 
Toulonese  and  Corsican  emigrants,  for  the 
year  1814,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  is- 
sued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other  de- 
duction whatsoever. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  19,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief 
of  Ameiican  loyalists,  for  the  year  1S14, 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what- 
soever. 

]  I.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  4,000/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  to  pay  bills 
drawn  from  .abroad  on  account  of  certain 
French  and  Corsican  emigrants,  for  the 
year  1814,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued 
and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other  deduc- 
tion whatsoever. 

12.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  3,250/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief  of 
the  French  emigrants 'resident  in  the 
islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  for  the 
year  1814,  and  that  the  said  sum  be  is- 
sued and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

13.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions, be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  pay- 
ing of}'  and  discharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the 
53d  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for 
raising  the  sum  of  five  millions  by  Ex- 
chequer bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  year  1813,  outstanding 
and  unprovided  for. 

Repobt  from  the  Committee  op 
'Ways  and  Means.]  Mr.  Lushington  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 
sider further  of  Way  sand  Means  for  raising 
the  Supply  granted  to  bis  Majesty  ;  the 
Resolutions  which  they  bad  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House;  and  the  same 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
anil  are  as  follow  : 

1.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of  twenty 
two  millions  be  raised  by  annuities. 

2.  That  every  contributor  to  the  said 

turn  of  iwcnty-two  millions  shal),  for  every 

100/.  contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to 

the  principal  sum  of  110/.  in  annuities, 

after  tbt  rato  of  3A  per  cent.,  to  com- 


mence from  the  10th  day  of  October  1813, 
and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint 
stock  with,  certain  annuities  after  the  rate 
of  3/.  per  cent.,  which  were  reduced  from 
4/.  to  3/.  per  cent,  by  an  Act  made  in  the 
23d  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  late  Majesty, 
and  to  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the 
Bank  of  England  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  like 
redemption,  as  the.  said  3/.  per  cent.  Re- 
duced Annuities : 

That  every  such  contributor  shall  also 
be  entitled  to  the  further  principal  sum  of 
67/.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  per 
cent,  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of 
July  1813,  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made 
one  joint  stock  with,  the  3/.  per  cent.  an« 
nuities  consolidated  by  the  Acts  of  the 
25th,  28th,  29th,  32d,  and  33d  years  of 
his  Jate  majesty  king  George  the  second, 
and  by  several  subsequent  Acts,  and  to  be 
payable  and  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of 
England  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  * 
manner,  and  subject  to  the  like  redemp- 
tion, as  the  said  3/.  per  cent.  Consolidated 
Annuities : 

That  the  said  several  annuities,  so  to 
be  payable  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  charged 
or  chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of, 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  Great  Britain,  or 
any  other  duties  and  revenues  which  shall 
be  appropriated  for  that  purpose  by  any 
Act  or  Acts  of  this  present  session  of  par- 
liament: 

That  every  contributor  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  19tli  day  of  November,  make  a 
deposit  of  10/.  per  cent,  on  such  sum  as 
he  or  she  shall  choose  to  subscribe  to- 
wards raising  the  said  sum  of  twenty -two 
millions  with  the  chief  cashier  or  csshiers 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  as  a  security  for  making  the 
future  payments  on  or  before  the  days  or 
times  hereinafter  mentioned  ;— 10/.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  De- 
cember next ;  20/.  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  14th  day  of  January  1814;  20/.  per. 
cent,  on  or  before  the  lltb  day  of  Fe- 
bruary next;  10/.  per  cent  on  or  before 
the.  18th  day  of  March  next;  20/.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  15tb  day  of  April 
next;  and  10/.  percent,  on  or  before  the 
6th  ^ay  of  May  next : 

That  every  contributor  who  shall  pay 
in  the  whole  of  his  or  her  contribution 
money  towards  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
two  millions  at  any  time  on  or  before  the 
14ih  day  of  April  1814,  ^hall  be  allowed 
an  interest,  by  way  of  di^count^  after  the 
rate  of  i/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  ik^ 
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MOif  80  adTanced  for  completing  his  or 
her  coDtribution  respectively,  to  be  com* 
puied  from  the  day  of  completing  the 
same  to  the  Gth  day  of  May  1814: 

That  every  sach  contributor  fhall  be  at 
liberty  to  deliver  in  to  the  chief  cashier 
or  cashiers  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England  any  Exchequer 
bill  or  bills  bearing  date  between  the  1st 
day  of  December  1»12  and  the  12th  day 
of  November  1813,  both  inclusive,  so  as 
the  principal  sums  contained  in  such  bill 
or  bills  do  not  exceed  one  moiety  of  the 
amount  of  the  payment  to  be  made  by 
such  contributor;  and  such  bill  or  bills 
shall  be  received  at  the  rate  of  100/. 
Ss,  for  each  100/.  principal  money  con- 
tained  in  such  bill  or  bills,  together 
with  the  interest  due  thereon,  com* 
puted  to  and  for  the  day  on  which  the 
tame  shall  be  delivered  in,  after  d^ 
ducting  the  duties  chargeable  thereon 
under  an  Act  of  the  40th  year  of  his  pre- 
sent Msjesty^  for  granting  duties  on  pro- 
fits arimng  from  property,  professions, 
trades,  and  offices ;  and  such  Exchequer 
bill  or  bills  shall !)«  received  by  the  said 
cashier  or  cashiers  at  the  rate  aforesaid, 
and  shall,  together  with  the  interest  there* 
on,  be  deemed  and  taken  in  part  payment 
of  any  such  contribution  as  aforesaid  : 

That  all  the  monies  so  to  be  received  by 
the  said  cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  said 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  shall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time 
to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall  have  been 
voted  by  this  House  in  this  session  of  par- 
liament. 

3.  That  towards  making  good  the 
anpply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be 
issued  and  applied,  out  of  any  of  the 
aids  or  supplies  granted  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1812  and  the  year  1813  respec- 
tively, such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not 
exceeding  1 1  millions,  as  the  Exchequer 
bills  which  shall  be  delivered  into  the 
Bank  of  England  as  part  of  the  loan  of 
22  millions,  and  which  was  ohargped  on 
the  said  aids  or  supplies  respectively, 
shall  aniottiit  unto. 

4.  That,  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of 
222,2.57,400/.,  'SL  per  cent,  consolidated 
annuities,  standing  in  the  names  of  the 
commission tTs  for  the  reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt,  tihall,  from  and  after  the  5th 
day  of  January  1814,  and  the  sum  of 
36,542.000/.  3/.  per  rent,  reduced  annui- 
ties, standing  in  the  names  of  the  said  com- 
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missioners,  shall,  from  and  after  the  5th 
day  of  April  1814,  be  cancelled  from  those' 
respective  days,  and  the  interest  which 
would  have  been  payable  thereon  shall 
cease  to  be  issued  from  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  to  be  charged  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund  ;  and  the  datica  tod 
revenues  which  would  have  been  applicra- 
ble  thereto,  shall  be  deemed  part  of  the 
Slid  Consolidated  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  charge  occasioned  by  the 
addition  made,  or  to  be  made,  to  the  pub- 
lic funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
present  session  of  parliament. 

Ordered,  That  Bills  be  brought  in  upon 
the  said  Resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Lush- 
ing^on,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  EKchcquer, 
Mr.  Brogden,  Mr.  Berkeley  Paget,  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Wharton,  and  Mr. 
Arbuthnot,  do  prepare  and  bring  thom  in. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  17. 

Non-Resident  Clergy.]  Mr.AalAani, 
in  rising,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call*  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  vritk 
the  merits  of  which  many  of  those  who 
heard  him  were  well  acqaainfted,  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  when  the  de- 
tails were  known  to  the  House  at  large, 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  a  reoMdy 
to  that  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
great  evil.  About  ten  years  ago  an  Act 
was  brought  into  that  House  by  a  rtghC 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  a  doctor  of 
civil  law,  to  remedy  the  inconveniencies 
which  were  felt  in  many  parishes  in  con- 
sequence of  the  non-residence  of  the 
clergy.  That  Act  was  certainly  calca- 
lated  to  insure  a  sufficient  residenee,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  mentioned  a  variety 
of  cases  exempt  from  its  operation,  and 
left  to  the  bishops  the  power,  and^ 
certain  circumstances,  of  increasing  by 
licence  the  number  of  those  cases.  The 
Act  to  which  he  alluded  bad  two  prin- 
cipal objects  in  view,  and  for  the  attain- 
ment of  those  objects  heavy  pcnallinB 
were  attached  to  the  non-observanoa  of 
its  provision.  The  first  of  these  objecia, 
that  indeed  which  was  evidently  the  main 
scope  of  the  legislature,  was,  he  repeated, 
to  insure  a  sufficient  residence  of  the 
clergy,  providing  exemptions  which 
branched  out  into  various  heads,  such  as 
unhealthiness  of  the  situation,  impraci^ 
cability  of  obtaining  a  house,  3cc.  &c.  bat 
enacting  for  noD-resideoce,  without  snch 
exemption,  or  witlioot  licence  from  the 
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diocesan,  a  penalty  proportioned  to  the 
length  of  absence.  But  in  addition  to  thi« 
chief  object  of  the  Act  there  was  a  clause 
which  weot  to  regulate  the  returns  of 
those  who  availed  themselves  of  the 
exemptions  provided,  in  order  that  the 
bishops  should  be  enabled  annually  to  lay 
before  the  privy  council  a  list  of  such 
claimants  to  exemption,  which  list  might 
be  subsequently  submitted  to  parliament. 
The  House  would  observe,  that  this  last- 
mentioned  clause  was  of  a  nature  very 
different  from  that  which  he  had  first  de- 
scribed ;  and  that  although  undoubtedly 
it  was  highly  advantageous,  as  giving 
notoriety  to  the  cases  to  which  it  referred, 
and  enabling  the  legislature  to  judge  of 
the  real  state  of  residence  in  the  respective 
dioceses,  yet  that  it  was  a  subordinate  part 
of  the  Act — a  matter  of  regulation  merely. 
It  had  however  happened  (as  the  same 
penalties  were  attached  to  the  violation 
of  both  clauses  of  the  Act)  that  this  latter 
clause  had  served  as  an  excuse  for  that 
which  he  must  call  an  extraordinary  and 
extensive  system  of  persecution.  He  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  state,  that  an  indi- 
vidual (for  the  affair  bad  originated  in  a 
single  individual,  and  a  person  acting 
under  him)  had  instituted  prosecutions  to 
such  an  extent,  that  the  penalties,  if  levied, 
would  amount  to  no  less  a  sum  than 
80,000/. '  By  much  the  largest  proportion 
of  these  prosecutions  were  founded  on  the 
mere  omission  of  the  returns.  He  should 
proceed  to  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  individual  to  whom  he  had 
alluded  had  been  enabled  to  obtain  the 
information  on  which  he  proceeded.  That 
individual  had  been  the  registrar  in  the 
bishopricks  of  London,  Norwich,  and  Ely. 
He  had  thus  not  only  acquired  the  means 
of  knowing  what  had  l>een  done,  and  what 
bad  been  omitted  to  be  done,  by  the 
clergy  of  those  dioceses ;  but  he  had 
possessed  the  power  of  preventing,  if  he 
chose  it,  the  appearance  of  those  docu- 
ments which  might  be  a  defence  against 
the  prosecutions  that  be  had  since  insti- 
tuted :«— for,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
episcopal  business,  the  particular  notifica- 
tions of  the  clergy  were  entrusted  to  this 
very  individual  himself! — The  transac* 
lions  of  every  diocese  were  so  extensive, 
that  it  was  iaipouible  fpr  the  bishop  per- 
tonally  to  go  through  them ;  and  it  was 
not  at  all  improbable  that  many  of  the 
letters  of  notification,  for  the  non«de1ivery 
of  which  the  actions  had  been  brought, 
had  been,  put  into. the  hands  of  this  iden* 
(  VOL.  XXVIL  ) 


tical  registrar  or  secretary,  and  might  by 
him  be  supplied  or  not,  at  pleasure.     In 
fact,  he  (Mr.  Bathurst)  had  to  state,  that 
he  had  received  many  letters  from  highly 
respectable  individuals,  in  which  they  as- 
sured him  that  they  had  applied  first  by 
licence  and  then  by  word  of  mouth,  to 
this  person,  and  that  they  had  been  as- 
sured their  licences  would  be  made  out  in 
consequence.     In  some  cases,  he  had  been 
out  of  the  way,  and  no  satisfactory  answer 
could  be  obtained ;   until  at  length,  for 
some  reason  into  which  he  would  not  then 
enter,  this  person  was  removed  from  his 
situation  on  the  accession  to  the  see  of 
London  of  the  present  bishop.     He  bad 
subsequently  been  removed  from  his  office 
in  the  other  episcopacies,  and  had  since 
openly  avowed  (as  he  Mr.  B.  understood,) 
that   having  done  with   the   bishops  he 
would  attack  the  clergy. — With  respect 
to  ont  large  class  of  clergymen,  against 
whom  this  person  had  commenced  actions 
for  omitting  to  send  in  their  notifications, 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  told  (for  it  was  a  matter 
in  which  he  was  unable  himself  to  form 
an  opinion)  great  doubts  existed  whether 
or  not,   under  the  Act,    the  prosecutor 
could  recover.     It  was  doubted,  whether 
persons  who,  being  allowed  to  hold  two 
livings,  did  in  fact  reside  in  one,  were 
called  upon  to  make  any  return  of  their 
non- residence  .at  the  other.     This,  how- 
ever,   was    not    certain.     Such    persons 
might  be  liable,  and  it  was  certainly  de- 
sirable to  defend  them  from  any  vexationn 
proceedings.     There  was  another  class  of 
persons  who  were  precisely  in  the  same 
situation  as  that  in  which  they  were  when 
the  bishop's  licence  for  non- residence  was 
originally  granted  to  them,  but  who  had 
not  formally  applied  for  the  renewal  of 
their  licences — some  because  they  knew 
that  the   bishop  was  perfectly  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  impracticability  of  their 
residence    (from  there  being  no  house, 
&c.)  and  some  from  other  causes,  of  the 
incompetence  of  which  to  satisfy  the  Act, 
not  being  lawyers,  they  were  perhaps  not 
perfectly  aware.     He  knew  that  with  re- 
spect^ to  this  last  class  there  might  be  some 
difficulty.     Nothing  could  be  further  from 
his  intention  than  to  interfere  with  the 
fair,  just,  and  wholesome  exercise  of  the 
existing  law.     If  there  were  persons  who 
had  violated  the  law  wilfully  and  know, 
ingly,  and  not  merely  inadvertently  and 
negligently,  unquestionably  they  ought  to 
suffer  the  penalties  attached  to  such  viola- 
tion.   The  House  would  observe,    thai 
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the  penalties  for  the  Tiolation  of  this  Act 
were  extremely  severe;  and  that  there 
was  no  limit  of  time  with  respect  to 
their  operation.  The  Act  had  now  been 
pasned  ten  yejirs ;  and  it  might  certainly 
happen,  if  an  informer  could  pick  out  a 
ease  in  which  an  individual  had  not  com* 
plied  with  its  provisions  for  the  whole 
period,  that  he  could  bring  actions  for  the 
penalties  incurred  for  the  whole  period. 
In  the  course  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
pursue  on  this  subject,  he  was  disposed  to 
follow  the  example  of  a  former  case  of  a 
similar  nature.  In  that  case,  prosecutions 
to  a  considerable  extent  had  been  insti- 
tuted ;  and  the  remedy  resorted  to  was, 
the  introduction  of  a  Bill  to  suspend  those 
prosecutions  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  in 
order  to  give  parliament  time  to  consider 
of  an  adequate  legislative  enactment.  In 
this  instance,  however,  he  had  no  change 
to  propose  in  the  law  ;  but  he  would  pro- 
pose to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  law 
until  the  heads  of  the  church  should  have 
the  opportunity,  which  in  a  few  months 
they  would  have  (the  law  providing  that 
the  returns  should  be  made  to  them  within 
six  weeks  of  the  1  st  of  January  of  every 
year,)  of  examining  all  the  cases,  jtidging 
of  their  nature,  and  ascertaining  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  prevented  various 
parties  from  making;  their  returns  at  an 
earlier  period.  His  motion  therefore 
would  be,  for  a  Bill  to  enable  courts  of 
justice,  on  application,  to  stay  all  pro- 
ceedings on  the  subject  until  some  day  in 
April  next.  By  that  period  the  returns 
would  be  made  to  the  bishops,  from  the 
bishops  to  the  privy  council,  and  from  the 
privy  council  to  parliament— by  whom, 
if  any  jealousy  were  entertained  of  the 
conduct  of  the  diocesans,  any  inauiry  that 
might  be  thought  fit  might  easily  be  in- 
stituted. If  the  result  of  that  inquiry 
should  prove  (as  he  was  satisfied  it  would 
prove,)  that  all  or  the  majority  of  those 
who  had  not  applied  for  licences  would 
have  obtained  them  had  they  so  applied, 
parliament  would  probably  see  the  justice 
of  adopting  some  retrospective  measure 
to  defend  those  individuals  from  the 
penalties  which  they  had  innocently  in- 
curred. After  a  few  further  observations, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  sus* 
pend,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  actions  under  the  Act  of  the 
4Sd  of  the  King,  ice,  &c. 
Leave  given. 


Fordgii  Trauiet. 
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FoREioN  Treaties.]  On  the  moiioa 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  the  House  reeolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  ForeigQ 
Treaties. 

Lord  Castlereagh  be^an  by  expreaaing 
bis  regret,  that  in  calhng  on  the  Houae  to 
make  provision  for  the  fulfilment  of  theae 
treaties,  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  lay 
before  them  all  the  engagementa  with 
foreign  powers  into  which  his  MajeMy  had 
entered  m  the  course  of  the  year.  Boi  be 
trusted,  that  his  not  being  able  to  do  ae 
would  not  be  attributed  to  any  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  government ;  es^ 
whenever  the  treaties  to  which  be  alloded 
were  produced,  the  House  would  obaenre, 
on  a  reference  to  the  dates,  that  there  had 
not  been  time  to  exchange  the  ratifioa* 
tions,  a  form  indispensable  before  any  do- 
cument of  that  nature  could  be  laid  oa  the 
table.  At  the  same  time,  it  ippeered  se 
material,  before  calling  on  the  Hoaie  to 
make  any  further  provision  on  thia  aabject, 
to  put  them  in  possession  of  Che  general 
nature  and  extent  of  the  engagemeoti 
which  had  been  entered  into  by  hie  Ma^ 
jetty's  government,  that  he  felt  it  woold 
be  very  unsatisfactory,  and  even  onftur,  ia 
his  Majesty's  government,  willing  aa  par* 
liament  had  evinced  itself  on  the  preaent 
occasion,  to  call  upon  it  to  make  a  conri* 
derable  further  provision,  without  at  Icait 
giving  the  House  some  notion  of  the  imd> 
portion  which  the  proposed  provision  boie 
to  the  general  expenditure  on  the 
head.  He  was  anxious,  on  another 
deration  also,  to  bring  every  thing 
nected  with  this  subject  into  one  point  of 
view.  The  motive  was  obvious.  It  was 
highly  desirable  that  foreign  powera  ahoold 
look  in  a  collected  view  at  the  exertions 
which  this  country  had  made  in  their  be* 
half.  Painful  as  was  the  task,  his  Ma* 
jesty's  government  had  felt  it  their  doty  td 
resist  many  applications  for  aid  whidi 
they  would  have  been  most  happy  to 
grant,  and  an  acquiescence  in  which^  if 
acquiescence  had  been  practicable,  wonld 
doubtlessly  have  been  in  the  highest  do* 
gree  beneficial  to  the  common  cause*  Bnt 
the  limited  nature  of  the  resourcea  of  tbo 
country  had  compelled  them  in  aonso 
cases  to  deny  altogether,  and  in  okhcn 
materially  to  narrow,  the  assistance  wludi 
had  been  required  of  them.  It  was  es* 
tremely  desirable,  therefore,  that  foreign 
powers  should  have  an  opportunity  of  sen* 
ing  the  aggregate  of  the  exertions  which 
Great  Britain  had  made  for  the  intoteat 
and  adrantsge  of  the  world ;  and  of  boiog 
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coovinced,  tbat  if  ibeir  wisties  h«J  not  met 
with  the  fullest  and  most  prompt  concur- 
rence  of  the  British  go?ernmi*iU,  it  arose 
from  the  necessarily  restricted  character  of 
the  British  resources.  With  re»pect  to 
that  aid  which  had  heen  granted,  he  was 
persudtded  that  no  other  sentiment  had  in- 
fluenced the  crown  in  its  distribution,  than 
an  anxious  wish  to  apportion  it  in  the 
mode  best  calculated  to  promote  the  ge* 
neral  interest.  In  the  first  place,  he  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
means  that  were  last  session  placed  by 
parliament  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive 
government ;  to  the  purposes  to  which 
those  means  had  been  applied  ;  and  to  the 
probability  that  they  would  be  adequate 
to  cover  the  expenditure  (under  the  name 
of  aid)  of  the  present  year  ;  and  then  to 
consider  what  it  might  be  necessary  to  do 
with  reference  to  the  approaching  year ; 
without,  however,  chaining  down  the  dis- 
cretion either  of  parliament  or  of  the  exe- 
cutive government  on  the  subject.  He 
had  great  satisfaction  in  suting  what  bad 
beea  done  in  aid  of  one  class  of  those  to 
whom  it  had  been  judged  necessary  to  ex- 
tend the  assistance  of  this  country.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  glorious  services  of  our 
own  army  in  the  peninsula—independently 
of  the  direct  aid  that  had  been  given  to 
Spain  and  Portugal,  indirect  aid  had  been 
afibrded  to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
armies  to  a  considerable  extent.  It  fre« 
quently  occurred,  that  they  were  in  utter 
want  of  military  stores  and  equipments. 
Under  tboee  circomstances,  it  was  impot* 
aible  to  allow  the  service  to  stand  still ; 
and  in  many  instances,  the  necessities  of 
those  armies  had  been  supplied  from  our 
own  commissariat.  The  aid  which  had 
been  f^ranted  to  Spain  during  the  last 
year,  in  money,  stores,  &c.  amounted  to 
about  two  milliooa.  Parliament  had  not 
been  called  upon  to  affiird  this  assistance 
formally  as  a  subsidjr;  it  having  been 
thought  moat  advantageous  to  give  it  in  a 
liberal  manner,  rather  than  under  any  spe- 
cific engagement.  The  provision  which 
parliament  had  made  for  the  service  of 
Portugal,  for  the  last  two  years,  was  two 
millions.  For  Sicily  400,000/.  had  been 
voted  ;  for  Sweden  one  million.  Added 
to  which,  parliament,  at  the  close  of  the 
•emion,  agreed  to  a  vote  of  credit  to  the 
tmonot  of  five  millions.  He  was  happv 
Id  sute  to  the  House,  that  the  sum  which 
had  thus  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  crown  would  cover  the  engagements 
•Dtered  into  by  his  Majesty  for  the  exist- 


ing year.  The  particular  distribution  of 
ii  would  be  regularly  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  at  a  later  period  of  the  session. 
Four  millions  were  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  subsidies  with  the  fiwe iga 
powers  (a  great  portion  of  which  had 
already  been  remitted) ;  and  the  remainder 
was  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  re-im« 
bursing  those  departments  of  the  state, 
from  which  military  stores  had  been  for- 
warded for  the  use  of  the  continent* 
And  here  he  would  observe,  that  no  mode 
of  assistance  was  so  advantageous,  both  to 
our^lves  and  to  the  countries  to  which  it 
was  extended,  as  that  to  which  he  had  just 
alluded  ;  and  that  it  was  but  an  act  of 
duty  on  bis  part  to  speak  in  terms  of  high 
admiration  of  the  activity  with  which  the 
department  of  the  public  service  princi- 
pally concerned  had  carried  into  effect 
the  object  in  view.  In  the  mere  article  of 
small  arms,  in  addition  to  the  great  ex- 
penditure and  waste  of  our  own  army,  we 
had  in  the  course  of  the  ^ear  sent  half  a 
million  of  muskets  to  Spam  and  Portugal, 
and  400,000  to  other  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent as  subsidiary  aid— «an  exertion  which, 
he  repeated,  reflected  the  greatest  credit 
on  the  head  and  all  the  members  of  that 
department  of  the  public  service  by  which 
it  was  effected. 

Having  stated  the  general  amount  of 
the  assistance  that  had  been  given  to  the 
different  continental  powers  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  he  woold  proceed  lo  a  more 
detailed  and  particular  statement.  And 
first,  with  respect  to  Sweden.  Thetlouso 
woold  recollect,  that  by  the  treatj^  con- 
clnded  with  that  power,  and  which  had 
received  tiie  sanction  of  parliament,  the 
sum  of  a  million,  to  be  paid  to  her,  was  to 
cover  her  exertions  to  October  last.  The 
treaty  expressly  stipulated,  that  on  the  I  si 
of  October  181S,  toe  contracting  parties 
should  concert  any  further  engagemenu 
that  might  appear  expedient,  to  point  of 
fact,  instructions  had  been  given  on  our 
part,  some  time  before  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  lo  the  British  minister  at  the 
Swedish  court,  to  renew  our  subsidiary  en- 
gagements with  Sweden  for  the  ensuing 
year.  But,  from  the  nature  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  from  the  state  of  the  weather, 
he  (lord  C.)  was. not  in  possession  of  the 
proceedings  imder  those  instructions.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  justified  in  pronouncing 
what  might  or  mi^ht  not  have  been  the 
ccmrse  of  the  negociations;  but  he  felt  war- 
ranted in  the  general  statement,  that  in  all 
likelihood  our  engagements  with  Sweden, 
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for  the  ensuing  year,  would  not  materially 
differ  from  those  which  we  had  held  with 
that  power  during  the  present.     As  to  the 
policy  of  renewing  those  engagements,  he 
apprehended,  in  the  present  circumstances, 
of  the  war,  and  after  the  experience  which 
we  had  had  of  the  conduct  of  Sweden  in 
the  last  campaign,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion.     Whatever  objection, 
and  on  fair  grounds,  might   have   been 
made  to  the  policy  of  theoriginal  contract; 
after  all  that  had  since  occurred,  he  pre- 
sumed no  such  objection  could  by  possi- 
bility be  repeated.     He  said  this  because 
he  was  sure  the  House  could  not  fail  to 
recollect  the  manner  in  which  Sweden  had 
fulfilled  the  treaty,  by  providing  the  full 
amount  of  the  force  which  she  had  stipu- 
lated to  provide  ;  which  force,  brought  to 
the   North  of   Germany,   in  conjunction 
with  the  body  under  general  Walmoden, 
had  added  not  less  than  50,000  men  to  the 
general  exertions  which  had  been  made  in 
the  North  of  Europe.     When  the  amount 
of  this  force  was  considered— when  was 
also  considered  the  energetic  conduct  of 
the  Prince  Royal  of  Sweden,  who,  magna- 
nimously declining  objects  purely  Swedish, 
had  abstained  from  any  separate  eftbrt,  and 
had  offered  to  the  allies  three  distinct  plans 
of  general  exertion  for  the  campaign,  it 
must  be  allowed  that  he   had   acquitted 
himself  with  the  utmost  spirit  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
glorious  results  which  had  followed.     It 
was  no  imall  credit  to  that  illustrious  per- 
son, that,  thrown  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  into  a  situation  of  extreme  di(R- 
culty,  called  to  the  command  of  an  army 
composed    of   many  nations,   himself   a 
foreigner,  many  of  his  regiments  recently 
raised,  and  of  a  description  which  would 
not  allow  any  military  man  to  estimate  their 
strength  by  their  number,  placed  at  the 
head  of  such  a  force,  in  opposition  to  the 
best  troops  of  France,  instead  of  permitting 
the  French  to  capture  the  Prussian  capital 
(an  intention  which  they  had  openly  an- 
nounced), he  assembled  his  army  with  un« 
exampled  rapidity  in  front  of  that  capital, 
and  with  inferior  means  foiled  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  at  the  very  outset  of  the 
campaign,  and,  in  conjunction  with    the 
force  under  that  veteran,  whom  to  name 
was  honourably  to  distinguish,  general  Blu- 
cher,  caused  them  a  loss  of  at  least  40,000 
men.     Although  it  certainly  was  impos- 
sible to  contemplate  without  pain  the  situa- 
tion in  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign,  Hamburgh  was  left  by  the  ope- 
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rations  which  he  had  just  described,  it  was 
a  great  consolation  to  reflect,  that  from 
the  misfortunes  which  Hambargh  had  then 
sustained,  would  probably  be  deriyed  her 
ultimate  security.  It  was  his  firm  con- 
viction, on  military  principles,  that  if  the 
army  of  the  Crown  Prince  had  been  dif- 
fused instead  of  concentrated,  not  only 
Hamburgh  would  still  have  fallen,  but 
Berlin  would  have  fallen,  and  the  fate* 
of  the  whole  campaign  would  have  been 
uselessly  sacriBced.  Having  said  so  mach 
with  respect  to  Sweden,  he  woold  pro- 
ceed to  speak  of  our  treaties  with  Kussia 
and  Prussia.  He  was  perfectly  prepared 
to  admit,  that  the  aid  pledged  by  this 
country  in  her  conventions  with  those 
powers  was  greater  than  any  she  had  ever 
before  been  called  upon  to  atfbrd*  This 
aid  was  of  two  descriptions-direct  sob- 
sidy,  and  the  credit  of  Great  Britain  on' 
the  continent,  to  the  amount  of  5,000,000/.; 
the  subsidiary  part  of  the  engagement  re- 
ferring to  the  present,  the  assistance  by 
credit  to  the  ensuing  year.  On  this  latter 
point  a  dilTerence  would  be  found  to  exist 
between  the  original  and  the  sopplemen- 
tary  conventions.  In  the  original  conren- 
tion,  the  House  would  perceive  that  the 
subsidy  was  contemplated ;  but  in  the 
supplementary  convention  it  was  deemed 
wise  to  provide  that  there  should  be  no' 
admixture  of  the  credit  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  credit  of  any  foreign  power;  a 
junction  which,  in  the  first  instance,  it  was 
proposed  should  take  place. 

The  noble  lord  dwelt  upon  the  import- 
ance of  the  improvement  which  this  change 
of  system  introduced,  by  enabling  our 
allies  to  pursue  their  operations  with  more 
eftect,  while  it  lefi  this  country  at  liberty 
to  follow  its  own  arrangements.  As  to  the 
treaties  to  which  this  change  referred,  they 
were  entered  into  shortly  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  armistice ;  but  instroctione 
respecting  their  negociation  were  forwarded 
so  early  as  April.  His  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, indeed,  had  very  easily  formed 
their  resolution;  and  the  general  ground 
upon  which  they  proposed  to  act  was^  lo 
assist,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  means 
within  their  reach,  the  great  powers  with 
whom  they  were  allied.  With  that  view 
they  made  the  advance  stated  to  Russia 
and  Prussia.  They  thought  it  peculiarly 
proper  to  enable  these  powers  to  call  all 
their  natural  faculties  into  action,  in  order 
to  sustain  the  important  object  for  which 
they  were  confederated.  They  felt,  that 
the  only  chance  of  overcoming  the  cfbm- 
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mon  enemy^  and  restoring  the  world  to  thai 
state  of  public  order«  of  which  it  had  been 
so  long  bereaved,  consisted  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  great  bulwark,  or  rallying 
point,  which  the  effectiTe  union  and  vigor- 
ous co-operation  of  those,  two  great  powers 
was,  with  certain  aids,  so  Eminently  calcu- 
lated to  afford.  Without  the  establishment, 
indeed,  of  this  bulwark,  the  collection  or 
operation  of  the  force  under  Wahnoden 
would  have  been  found  impracticable. 
Hence  the  propriety  of  contributing,  on 
our  part,  to  the  establishment  alluded  to 
was  obvious,  and  would;  he  had  no  doubt, 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  House.  As  to 
the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  powers 
whom  we  had  thus  aided,  there  could  not, 
he  felt  confident,  ex|st  a  doubt  in  that 
House  or  in  the  country.  The  progress  of 
the  exertions,  the  rapidly  victorious  strides 
which  marked  the  career  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  were  fully  hotorioua;  but  the  demea- 
nour of  that  monarch  towards  this  country 
was  peculiarly  entitled  to  praise.  The  steps 
taken  by  him,  in  concurrence  with  this 
country,  to  authorise  the  proposition  of 
Austria  to  treat  with  France  for  the  resto- 
ration of  peace,  were  peculiarly  judicious. 
It  was,  indeed,  unquestionably  right,  that 
Austria  should  make  a  trial  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  enemy  towards  peace,  if  it 
were  only  to  satisfy  its  own  subjects  of 
the  necessity  which  impelled  her  to  take 
the  part  which  that  power  had  since 
so  gallantly  performed.  Austria  did, 
therefore,  perfectly  in  a  spirit  of  good 
faith,  propose  her  mediation  to  France; 
but  she  had  too  much  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  the  French  government  not  to 
foresee  the  result  of  her  experiment,  and 
not  to  make  adequate  preparations  for  the 
result.  Austria  did  then  make  the  most 
complete  arrangemenu.  The  activity  of 
Russia  too,  was,  particuhrly  signal ;  for, 
on  the  re-opening  of  the  campaign,«on  the 
17th  of  August,  that  power  had  actually 
in  the  field  the  full  complement  of  men 
which  she  had  promised  to  her  allies,  with 
the  addition  of  a  large  reserve,  besides 
another  army  collecting  on  her  frontiers. 
ThOs  Russia  had  not  only  expelled  the 
enemy  from  her  frontiers,  but,  having 
passed  those  frontiers  with  a  powerful 
army,  brought  general  Bennigsen,  with  a 
reserve,  to  aid  the  common  cause,  and  re- 
placed the  latter  with  another  army  on  his 
frontiers.  Such  was  the  magnanimous 
condact  of  this  sovereign,  who,  after  de- 
livering his  own  cootttry,  conveyed  his 
powerful    army    into   the  dominions   of 


others,  in  order  to  *rescue  them  from  op« 
pression— to  restore  their  liberties.  Witb 
that  generous  view,  his  great  generals  who 
had  in  their  own  country  evinced  such 
distinguished  capacity  to  execute  the 
highest  purposes  of  war,  were  in  the  terri* 
tories  of  the  allies  appointed  to  act  a  sob* 
ordinate  part  in  the  command  even  of 
Russian  troops.  Such  a  circumstance  was 
rarely  to  be  (bund— was  perhaps,  in  every 
view,  without  a  parallel.  It  furnished,  in* 
deed,  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  liberality  of 
the  councils  which  regulated  the  govern- 
ment of  Russia,  to  have  her  generals  so 
disposed  of — the  most  eminent  acting 
under  prince  Schwartzenberg,  general  Blp* 
cher,  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden. 
In  fact,  no  Russian  general  whatever  had 
a  predominant  command,  the  whole  being 
placed  under  commanders  of  those  countries 
for  whose  redemption  the  Russian  army 
had  so  gallantly  fought — the  Russian  go- 
vernment thus  acting  towards  the  other 
membersof  the  confederacy  in  the  truespi* 
rit  of  alliance,  and  honourable  confidence. 
«-The  Russian  government  had,  indeed, 
throughout,  displayed  a  degree  of  liberali- 
ty, only  to  be  equalled  by  the  valour  of  its 
army.  The  pecuniary  contribution,  there* 
fore,  of  this  country,  to  such  a  power,  em* 
ployed  in  such  a  cajise,  was,  he  was  per- 
suaded, not  merely  secure  against  objec* 
tion,  but  deserving  of  praise.  But  the 
contribution  to  Prussia  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be  equally  applauded  by  thai 
House^  by  the  country,  and  by  Europe. 
The  exertions  of  Prussia  were  indeed  un- 
paralleled :  and  it  was  perhaps  the  most 
extraordinary  feature  in  the  present  war, 
that  that  country,  which  was  most  de** 
pressed  by  the  enemy— -which  was  most 
exhausted  by  the  plunder  and  devasta- 
tion of  France,  had  been  found  to  make 
the  greatest  exertion— had  been  found  to 
overcome,  apparently,  insurmountable  dif- 
ficulties, by  raising  its  army  to  a  level  with 
that  of  the  greatest  power  in  Europe  con* 
nected  with  the  confederacy.  Prussia 
had,  in  fact,  been  able  to  provide  an  army 
of  no  less  (including  its  garrisgns)  tbaa 
200,000  men,  thus  equalling  the  amoiRit 
of  the  Russian  force.  In  stating  this  a«|^ 
nishinff  evidence  of  Zealand  ability  on  wt 
part  ot  that  regenerated  country,  he  colfid 
not  forbear  from  doing  justice  to  the  mtiftii 
of  that  distinguished  individual,  gen^^l 
Scharnhorst,  who  so  gloriously  fell  at  tfte 
battle  of  Lutzen,  and  who  most  materia^ 
contributed  to  promote  the  resurrection  ^f 
the  military  power  of  Prussia.    But  tilib 
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merit  of  that  gallant  officer  wa»  most  tuc- 
cetafally  emulated  by  bis  successor,  ge- 
neral Eisenau ;  and  here  he  bad  to  state 
a  fact,  which  proved  that  the  period  of  the 
armistice  was  not  wasted  in  indolence— 
that  our  allies  were  not  by  that  transaction 
lulled  into  inactivity  by  any  delusive  hope ; 
lor,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  armistice, 
general  Eisenau  had  succeeded  in  raising 
70  battalions  for  the  service  of  Prussia, 
50  of  whom  were  among  the  army  which 
Acquired  such  eminent  distinction  under 
general  Blucher.  It  would  not,  be  was 
persuaded,  be  rating  the  military  exertions 
of  Prussia  too  high  to  say,  that  in  the 
present  war  it  had  exceeded  any  distinc- 
tion it  had  ever  attained  under  the  great 
Frederick,  whether  its  character  was  to  be 
appreciated  by  the  amount,  the  skill,  the 
valour,  or  the  success  of  its  army.  In  fact, 
Prussia  was  never  known  at  any  former 
period  to  have  possessed  so  large  an  army ; 
and  it  formed  a  source  of  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion and  surprise,  that  this  army  so  sud- 
denly raised  from  among  a  people  so  long 
oppressed,  should  have  been  found  com- 
petent to  contend  against,  and  to  conquer, 
the  bravest  troops  of  France.  Such  a  cir- 
cumstance was  indeed  eminently  calculated 
to  justify  confidence,  or  at  least  to  encou- 
rage hope,  as  to  the,  result  of  the  war. 
But  here  he  felt  it  proper  to  observe,  that 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  principle  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  to  allow  any  immo- 
derate hope  to  sway  their  decisions  on  any 
military  results,  however  brilliant;  or  to 
withdraw  their  minds  from  a  due  conside- 
ration of  that  which  was  the  only  legiti- 
mate object,  of  war,  namely,  the  attain- 
ment of  peace.  To  that  object,  indeed, 
they  were  prompted  to  attend,  not  only  by 
their  conceptions  of  duty,  but  by  their 
views  of  interest.  That  object,  however, 
they  felt  most  likely  to  be  attained  by 
duly  seconding  the  exertion  of  our  allies; 
and  under  that  consideration  he  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt,  that  that  House  and 
the  public  would  fully  approve  of  what 
ministers  iionceived  to  be  their  duty  ; 
namely,  to  make  the  pecuniary  grants  he 
had  described. 

Now  as  to  Austria,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  felt,  that  in  advancing  any  pecuniary 
aid  that  might  be  deemed  necessary,  to 
sastain  the  movements  of  that  great  mili- 
tary -power,  ministers  should  be  limited 
only  by  the  limits  of  our  own  resources. 
It  waa  Impossible  for  any  man  not  highly 
to  appreciate  the  assistance  which  Austria 
was  capable  of  affording.    Bat,  greatly  as 
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be  valued  and  desired  that  object^  be  felt 
satisfied  that  the  co-operation  of  Aottria 
was  not  to  be  obtained,  but  tbroogh  the 
conviction  of  Austria  itself  that  France 
was  not  willing  to  concur  in  any  eqaitable 
settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Europe.  That 
conviction  alone  could,  he  was  perauaded, 
urge  Austria  to  embark  in  the  war*  Aus- 
tria, indeed,  saw  that  the  enemy  was  ad* 
verse  to  the  proposition  even  of  aa  iroper* 
feet  arrangement.  That  any  thing  like  a 
pacific  settlement  of  Europe  was  not  to  be 
looked  for  from  the  power  which  bad  so 
long  disturbed  its  order.  Austria  then* 
slow  and  unwilling  as  she  seemed  to  be 
convinced,  became  assured  that  the  enemy 
was  resolutely  bent  upon  struggling,  1^ 
arms,  to  hold  Europe  m  a  state  of  aidijiH 
gation.  Hence  Austria  was  urged  to  take 
the  part  which  she  had  so  nobly  per- 
formed ;  and  that  part  was,  be  had  no 
doubt,  materially  attributable  to  the  node* 
ration  of  the  allies,  who  manifested  a  proper 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  a  power  to  im* 
portanL  They  therefore  paid  dMo  atten* 
tion  to  the  proposition  of  Austria,  to  me« 
diate  with  France ;  taking  care,  however, 
not  to  commit  themselves  to  any  prin* 
ciple  inconsistent  with  their  own  interests. 
But  Austria  having  made  a  similar  propo- 
sition to  France,  the  experiment  failed,  and 
hence  that  power  was  led  to  engage  in 
the  war,  at  once  by  the  forbearance  of 
the  allies,  and  the  unchangeably  hostile 
disposition  of  France.  This  the  noble 
lord  felt  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  trans* 
actions  with  regard  to  which  there  vras  net 
yet  any  authentic  information  before  Ibe 
House  ;  but  yet  he  thought  it  necessnry 
to  make  a  few  observations,  in  order  to  re* 
move  a  false  impression,  which  was  loo 
likely  to  be  produced  by  the  remark  of  an 
hon.  member  on  a  former  occasion,  lliat 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Whitbread)  expreteed 
a  wish  that  the  allies  should  be  dispoeed 
to  conclude  a  peace  upon  the  terns  for* 
merly  proposed ;  which  expression,  no 
doubt,  the  hon.  member  afterwarda  oor* 
rected,  so  far  as  regarded  terms  professing 
only  to  advert  to  "  the  same  basis  of  paici* 
fication."— Now  it  was  not  consistent  with 
the  fact,  that  any  basis  or  system  of  pnci* 
fication  was  ever  offered  to  France  by  ibe 
allies,  and  of  course  it  could  not  be  intended 
to  depart  from  any  system  in  conseqnenee 
of  a  change  of  circumstances.  Yet  from 
the  hon.  member's  expression  it  might  be 
inferred,  either  that  the  fornier  pacific 
proposition,  alluded  to  by  him,  was  inade* 
(|uate;   or,  if  adequate,  that  the  allies 
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were  likely  to'be  led  by  the  late  military 
successes  to  abandoD  it,  in  order  to  press 
some  exorbitant  demands— while  in  point 
of  fact  no  snch  proposition  as  that  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  hon.  member  was 
e? er  made.  It  wu  merely  attempted  by 
Austria  to  mediate  between  the  allies  and 
France ;  and  the  conditions  stated,  were 
only  those  upon  whil-h  that  power  was 
willing  to  become  the  mediator.  But  to 
the  grounds  of  those  conditions  the  allies 
were  in  no  degree  pledged  ;  and  it  must 
be  repollectedy  that  those  conditions  did 
not  at  all  touch  any  points  affecting  the 
particular  interests  of  this  country  ;  that 
this  country  was  in  no  respect  a  party  to 
the  transactions;  that  those  conditions 
were,  in  fact,  limited  to  the  continent 
France,  however,  having  rejected  those 
conditions,  no  hope  of  pacification  remain- 
ed, and  Austria  itself  was  in  no  degree 
pledged  to  them ;  for  that  power  distinct- 
iy  declared  in  its  ultimatum,  which  had 
been  published  to  theworld»  that  if  France 
did  not  agree  to  the  conditions  alluded  to, 
she  (Austria)  would  not  hold  herself  bound 
to  them,  but  resort  to  arms  and  seek  to 
conquer  peace.  Hence  it  was  evident, 
that  no  psLTty  whatever  was  pledged  to  the 
conditions  referred  to.  Indeed,  no  terms 
of  peace  had  ever  been  mentioned  as  the 
'  basis  of  any  treaty  to  be  concluded  be* 
tween  the  allies  and  France. 

But  upon  the  important"  subject  of 
peace,  be  hoped  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try were  willing  to  confide  in  his  Majes* 
ty's  government.  Nothing  had,  he  trusted, 
appeared  or  occurred  in  the  conduct  of  go- 
vernment which  should  induce  parliament 
or  the  public  to  withhold  that  confidence-— 
nothing  was,  he  believed,  to  be  collected 
from  the  Speech  df  the  Prince  Regent,  or 
from  any  part  of  the  proceedings  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  which  could  justify  a 
doubt  of  their  anxiety  to  conclude  a  peace, 
whenever  peace,  ip  the  just  sense  of  the 
word,  could  be  obtained.  But  while  he  cal- 
culated that  those  who  were  most  anxious 
for  peace  had  reason  to  rely  upon  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  hris  Majesty's  government  to 
obtain  it,  he  flattered  himself  with  the  en- 
joyment of  eaual  credit  with  those  who 
were  most  solicitous  for  the  just  rights 
and  dignity,  for  the  permanent  honour  and 
safety  of  the  empire.  The  solicitude  of 
government  for  peace  bad,  indeed,  been 
evinced  on  every  legitimate  occasion. 
£ven  aAcr  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  which 
might  well  be  said  to  decide  the  contest  on 
the  contin^t,  waa  tkcr%  to  be  found  in 
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the  Regent's  Speech  any  appearance  of 
that  spirit  of  intoxication  which  such  a 
splendid  victory  might  be  supposed  to 
produce  ?  Did  the  satisfaction  inspired  by 
triumph  diminish  at  any  time  the  expresi 
solicitude  of  government  for  peace  ?  Was 
not  the  same  language  which  appeared  in 
the  Speech  used  in  reply  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  Austria  in  the.  month  of  April  last^ 
ader  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  go* 
vernment  were  precluded  from  accepting 
the  mediation  of  that  power,  in  conse-^ 
qnence  of  its  connection  with  France,  and 
in  consequence  also  of  a  declaration  which, 
according  to  a  trick  of  diplomacy  recently 
very  common  in  France,  was  made  to  the 
French  senate,  that  the  dynasty  of  Boona* 
part6  did  reign  and  should  continue  to 
reign  in  Spain.— Here  the  noble  lord 
read,  from  the  reply  delivered  to  the  Aus* 
trian  minister  in  April,  the  passage  he  had 
alluded  to;  namely,  that  his  Majesty'f 
government  had  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  honour  and  just  pretensions 
of  France.  From  this  and  the  other  facts 
he  had  quoted,  the  noble  lord  expressed  a 
hope  that  his  Mnjesty's  ministers  might 
calculate  vpon  the  confidence  of  their 
country  as  to  their  disposition  towards 
peace ;  that,  indeed,  they  never  would 
be  suspected  of  forgetting  that  all  the  ex« 
ertions  used  in  war  could  have  no  other  le* 
gitimate  object  than  peace;  and,  that  thu 
most  successful  results  of  the  one  could  be 
valuable  only  as  they  tended  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  other. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  the  desire  of 
ministers  for  the  attainment  of  peace,  the 
noble  lord  referred  to  their  conduct  in  tho 
month  of  August  last,  when  they  com- 
mooicated  to  Russia  their  readiness  to  ac- 
cept the  profftred  mediation  of  Austria ; 
and  that,  too,  after  intelligrence  had  been 
received  of  the  battle  of  Vittoria.  This  ' 
fact  he  quoted  as  a  pretty  clear  proof 
that  victory,  however  brilliant,  could  net 
withdraw  his  Majesty's  government  from- 
ita  anxious  solicitude  for  peace.  Though 
they  had  agreed  to  accept  the  mediation 
of  Austria  in  August,  while  a  similar  pro- 
position was  rejected  in  the  preceding 
April,  the  House  must  be  aware  of  the  diN 
ference  of  circumstances  which  produced 
the  change  of  decision  on  the  part  of  bis 
Majesty's  government— AQ5tria  having 
been  in  April  the  ally  of  France,  while  in 
August  she  appeared  in  the  character  of 
an  armed  mediator.  France,  too,  had  in 
the  interval  relaxed  its  pretensions  with 
respect  to  Spain;   leaving  that  as  a  qoes- 
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tion  for  discussion,  instead  of  asserting  an 
indisputable  claim.  No  part,  indeed,  of  the 
conduct  of  government  could  be  fairly  said 
to  indicate  any  indisposition  towards  peace. 
But  be  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  deemed 
by  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Whitbread)  in- 
consistent with  a  proper  anxiety  for  peace, 
to  discourage  any  idle,  futile  discussions 
upon  the  subjecL  His  Majesty's  govern- 
ment certainly  protested  against  the  idea  of 
entering  into  a  congress  without  any  satis- 
factory understanding  as  to  the  ends  in 
view,  or  any  ground  of  calculation  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  discussion  ;  because 
there  was  too  much  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  such  a  meeting  might  serve  only  to 
chill  the  exertions  of  the  confederacy,  to 
fill  the  mind  of  Europe  with  false  hopes, 
and  to  lead  individuals  into  injurious  spe- 
culations; while  it  would  enable  the 
enemy  to  practise  delusion  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  France. 

The  noble  lord  recapitulated  the  amount 
of  the  grants  to  Russia  and  Prussia;  add- 
ing, that  the  advance  to  Austria,  which, 
consisting  of  bills  of  credit,  would  not 
form  an  immediate  deduction  from  our  fi- 
nances, amounted  to  one  million,  together 
with  100,000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  military  stores.  The  subsi- 
diary engagement  entered  into  with 
Russia  and  Prussia  would,  he  observed, 
terminate  in  January,  and  that  with  Aus- 
tria in  March  ;  but  these  engagements 
would,  of  course,  be  renewed  should  the 
war  continue.  In  this  case,  then,  he  could 
not  calculate  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  on  these  grounds,  would  in  the 
next  year  fall  below  the  standard  of  the 
present.  The  whole  of  the  sum  necessary 
for  our  military  expence  on  the  continent 
he  stated  at  10,4-00,0(X)/.  namely,  four 
millions  for  the  peninsula,  and  rather  more 
than  six  millions  for  Germany.  But  pro- 
vision having  been  already  made  for  a 
great  part  of  this  expence,  while  more  was 
required  to  fulfil  engagements  which  were 
not  yet  in  a  shape  to  t>e  submitted  to  par- 
liament, he  meant  at  present  to  move,  that 
three  millions  should  be  granted  on  ac- 
count ;  and  when  the  engagemenu  allud- 
ed to  should  be  ratified  and  laid  before  the 
House,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  enter 
into  a  minute  explanation  respecting  the 
application  of  the  proposed  grant. 

The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving, 
that  the  sum  of  three  millions  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
carry  intoefllect  certain  engagemenu  with 
foreign  powers. 
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The  motioh  being  put, 

Mr.  Canning  rose  and  spoke  nearly  in 
the  following  terms : — Having  been  an* 
fortunately  absent  when  the  general  as- 
surances of  support  on  the  part  of  the 
House  were  given  in  answer  to  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  of  which  the  vote  of  this 
day  is  a  partial  performance,  I  am  aozioas 
to  take. this  opportunity  of  expresainff,  as 
strongly  and  as  warmly  as  I  am  able^  oolh 
my  concurrence  in  tliose  assurances,  and 
my  disposition  to  make  them  goodrby  the 
way  and  in  the  proportion  recommended 
by  the  noble  lord.  If  in  the  present  state 
of  this  country,  and  of  the  world,' those  wbo» 
during  the  course  of  the  tremendous  and 
protracted  struggle,  on  various  occasions 
called  upon  parliament  to  pause,  to  retard 
its  too  rapid  and  too  rash  advance^  and  to 
draw  back  from  the  task  it  had  unwisely  an* 
dertaken  to  perform,  have  manfully  and 
honourably  stepped  forward  to  join  their 
congratulations  to  the  joyful  acclamations 
of  the  nation,  and  to  admit  the  present  to 
be  the  period  favourable  to  a  mighty  and 
decided  effort ;  how  much  more  gratefal 
must  it  be  to  tiiose,  who  at  no  time  daring 
the  struggle  have  lifted  up  their  voices  in 
this  place,  excepting  to  recommend  and 
to  urge  new  exertions;  to  those  who* 
when  the  prospects  were  most  dreary  and 
melancholy,  insisted  that  there  was  bat' 
one  course  becoming  the  character  and 
honour  of  Great  Britain  ; — a  perseveringi 
an  undaunted  resistance  to  the  over- 
whelming power  of  France.  To  an  indi- 
vidual who,  under  the  most  discouraging 
circumstances,  still  maintained  that  the 
deliverance  of  Europe  (often  a  derided 
term)  was  an  object  not  only  worthy  of 
our  arms,  but  possible  to  be  achieved,  it 
must  be  doubly  welcome  to  come  forward 
to  acknowledge  his  transports,  and  to  vin- 
dicate his  share  in  the  national  exultation* 
If  too,  on  the  other  hand,  there  have  been 
those  who,  having  recommended  pacifica- 
tion when  the  opportunity  was  less  fa- 
vourable, are  now  warranted,  as  undoubt- 
edly they  are,  in  uttering  the  same  senti- 
ments, in  the  confidence  that  the  country 
will  sympathize  with  them  ;  it  is  natural 
for  those  who,  under  other  circumstaaces^ 
have  discouraged  the  expectation  of 
peace,  and  have  warned  the  nation  against 
precipitate  overtures,  now  to  be  anxious 
to  embrace  this  occasion  of  stating  tbeir 
sincere  conviction  and  their  joy,  as  strong- 
ly felt  by  them  as  by  others,  that  by  the 
happy  course  of  events  during  the  last 
year,  and  by  the  wise  policy  we  shall 


145J 


Foreign  Treaties, 


now  punae,  peace  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
within  our  grasp,  but  is  at  least  within  our 
view. 

The  vote  we  are  this  night  called  upon 
to  make  is  in  part  prospective,  and  in  part 
retrospective  for  services  actually  per- 
formeci.  Of  that  portion  which  is  pros* 
pective,  the  noble  lord  has  properly  de* 
ferred  the  discussion;  but  of  that  portion 
which  it  retrospective,  we  are  enabled  to 
judge ;  and,  large  as  the  expenditure  now 
proposed  may  seem,  I  think  no  man,  who 
compares  the  station  we  now  hold  with 
that  which  we  occupied  at  any  former 
period  of  the  contest,  can  doubt  that  the 
expenditure  has  been  wisely  incurred, 
and  that  the  services  actually  performed 
hare  fully  merited  the  disbursement,  f 
agree  with  those  who  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  time  is  now  arrived  when  we  may 
look  forward  to  the  attainment  of  peace ; 
but  i  am  far  from  disguising  from  myself, 
and  1  deem  it  of  infinite  importance  that 
the  country  should  not  disguise  from  it- 
self, the  difficulties  with  which  we  may 
have  still  to  struggle.  We  must  not  de- 
ceive ourselves  by  supposing  that  the 
game  is  actually  won  ;  that  the  problem 
is  mathematically  solved ;  that  we  have 
done  all  that  is  necessary  to  insure  a  last- 
ing tranquillity.  What  we  have  accom- 
plished is,  establishing  the  foundation 
upon  which  the  temple  of  peace  may  be 
erected  ;  and  imagination  may  now  pic- 
ture the  completion  of  that  stroctare, 
which,  with  hopes  less  sanguine,  and 
hearts  less  high,  it  would  have  been  folly 
to  have  attempted  to  raise.  We  may 
now  confidently  hope  to  arrive  at  the  ter- 
tnination  of  labour,  and  the  attainment  of 
repose.  It  is  impossible  to  look  back  to 
those  periods  when  the  enemy  vaanted, 
and  we,  perhaps,  feared  that  we  should 
have  been  compelled  to  sue  for  peace, 
amid  all  the  ebullitions  of  joy,  without 
returning  thanks  to  that  Providence,  which 
gave  us  courage  and  heart  still  to  bear  up 
against  accumulating  calamity.  Peace  is 
safe  now,  because  it  is  not  dictated  :  peace 
is  safe  now,  for  it  is  the  fruit  of  exertion, 
the  child  of  victory  :  peace  is  safe  now, 
because  it  will  not  be  purchased  at  the 
expence  of  the  interest  and  of  the  honour 
of  the  empire :  it  is  not  the  ransom  to 
buy  off  danger ;  but  the  lovely  fruit  of 
the  mighty  means  we  have  employed  to 
drive  danger  from  our  shores.  1  must 
with  heartfelt  delight  congratulate  my 
country,  that,  groaning  as  she  has  done 
at  former  i^riods  under  the  heavy  pres- 
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sure  of  adverse  war,  atill  *'  peaice  was  de^ 
spaired  of;  for  who  could  think  of  sub*^ 
mission }"  Her  strength,  her  endurance^ 
have  been  tried  and  prq^ed,  by  every 
mode  of  assault,  that  the  most  refined  sys-i 
tem  of  hostility  could  invent,  not  only  by 
open  military  attacks,  but  by  low  attempts 
to  destroy  her  commercial  prosperity  i 
the  experiment  has  been  made;  the  ex- 
periment has  failed  ;  and  we  are  now  tri- 
umphantly, but  not  arrogantly,  to  consi* 
der,  what  measures  of  security  should  be 
adopted,  on  what  terms  a  peace  should  be 
concluded.  But,  as  1  before  remarked, 
peace  is  only  within  our  view,  not  within 
our  grasp  ;  we  must  still  look  forward  to 
an  arduous  struggle  with  an  enemy,  whose 
energies  have  grown  with  his  misfortunes, 
and  who  will  leave  no  efibrts  untried  to 
remove  us  from  the  lofty  pinnacle  that  we 
have  attained.  We  are  not  yet  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  we  have  a  right  to  discuss 
the  terms  of  pacification ;  but  so  far  I 
agree  with  the  noble  lord,  that  the  happy 
changes  which  have  taken  place,  must 
not  alter  the  principle  on  which  a  treaty 
should  be  founded  :  they  do  not  vary  with 
circumstances ;  we  must  secure  and  guard 
our  own  honour  and  interest;  but  we 
must  not  expect  from  our  enemy  that  to 
which  we  ourselves  should  not  submit, 
that  he  should  sacrifice  to  us  his  own 
honour  and  interest,  to  him  equally  dear« 
All  will  agree,  however,  that  this  is  not 
precisely  the  time  for  these  discussions  ; 
we  must  expect  from  him  a  renewed  and 
vehement  struggle;  he  will  not  tamely 
submit  to  degradation,  but  will  continue 
his  efforts ;  and  if  we  arrive  at  the  desired 
goal,  it  can  only  be  by  the  road  we  ar^ 
now  pursuing. 

With  reference,  however,  to  the  vote  of 
this  night,  as  far  as  it  may  be  considered 
prospective,  as  to  the  exertions  we  are 
called  upon  in  future  to  make,  I  must  ob» 
serve,  that  even  if  our  hopes  of  peace 
should  be  postponed,  or  even  disappointed, 
is  it  nothing  to  reflect  upon  the  posture 
we  are  enabled  to  assume,  by  the  achieve- 
ments we  have  already  performed  ?  Is  it 
nothing,  to  look  back  upon  the  fallen,  the 
crouching  attitude  of  enslaved  Europe,  at 
a  period  not  long  distant,  and  compare  it 
with  the  upright,  free,  undaunted  posture 
in  which  she  now  stands  ?— Living  me- 
mory can  recal  no  period  when  she  was 
entitled  to  hold  her  head  so  high,  and  to 
bid  such  bold  defiance  to  her  enemy. 
What,  let  me  ask,  is  the  first  and  brightest 
fruit  of    the  late   successful   conflict  ?—» 
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First ;  that  continaiiy  of  system,  that  in- 
strumeut  of  not  wholly  ineffectual  hosti* 
lity  against  Great  Britain,  which,  until 
lately,  was  si^ppowd  to  be  growjng  in 
strength  and  perfection,  has  been  destroy- 
ed :  that  complex  machine  directed 
R^-iinst  our  trade,  has  received  a  blow 
wliirh  ha?  shivered  it  to  atoms !  (Hear, 
hear!)  The  enemy  is  doubly  defeated  ; 
his  arms  and  his  artifices  hafe  failed  : 
burdened  as  it  was,  still  there  is  something 
in  the  incompressible  nature  of  commerce 
which  rises  under  the  wei^h.t  of  the  roost 
powerful  tyranny :  his  eflbrts  have  been 
exhausted ;  his  monarchy  was  reduced, 
to  sink  our  commerce ;  but,  rising  with 
tenfold  vigour,  it  has  defied  his  puny  ef- 
forts,, never  to  be  repeated.  The  next 
point  that  we  liave  attained  is,  the  de- 
atruction  of  his  o^n  darling  system  of 
confederation ;  I  mean,  that  system  by 
which  h^  had  formed  all  the  states  of  con- 
tinental Europe  into  satellites  of  the  French 
empire,  that  moved  only  as  it  moved,  and 
acted  only  by  its  influence.  They  are  now 
emancipated ;  the  yoke  has  been  removed 
from  their  shoulders ;  the  nations  rise  su- 
perior to  themselves, 

**  Free,  aod  to  none  accountable,  preferring 
•*  Hard  liberty,  before  the  easy  yoke 
**  Of  servile  pomp." 

But,  since  all  the  events  of  war  are  pre- 
carious, is  it  impossible,  that,  after  retiring 
awhile,  the  tyrant  of  Europe  (now  no 
longer  its  tyrant)  may  again  burst  forward, 
and  again,  with  desolation  in  his  train, 
awhile  victorious,  attempt  to  collect  the 
fragments  of  that  system,  and  to  recon- 
struct that  mighty  engine  which  we  have 
shattered,  but  which  once,  guided  by  his 
hand,  hurled  destruction  on  his  foes  ? — It 
is  impossible.  After  the  defeats  that  he 
has  sustained,  all  confidence  between  him 
and  his  vassal  states  must  be  annihilated. 
Admitting  that  they  may  be  compelled 
again  to  act,  can  he  rely  upon  their  exer** 
tions,  or  can  they  depend  upon  his  sup- 
port ?  He  may  go  forth  like  that  foul  idol, 
of  which  we  heard  so  much  in  the  last 
year,  crushing  his  helpless  victims  beneath 
his  chariot  wheels;  but  he  never  again 
can  yoke  them  to  his  car  as  willing  in- 
struments of  destruction.  Even  if  Austria, 
by  base  submission  to  the  sacrifice  of  her 
lionour,  were  to  add  the  sacrifice  of  ano- 
ther daughter,  and  of  another  army  of 
30,000  men,  that  mutual  confidence  which 
existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
campaign  can  never  be  restored. 

bo  much  for  the  present  state  of  £u- 
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rope :  but  has  thi9  cooDtry  gained  im^ 
thing  by  the  glorious  contest,  eTen  sup- 
posing peace  should  be  far  distant  ?  Is  it 
nothing  to  Great  Britain,  even  purchased 
at  the  high  price  stated  by  tbe  noble  lord, 
that  under  all  the  severity  of  her  sufieringib 
while  her  trade  declined,  ber  militvy 
character  has  been  exalted  ?  It  it  no  aaiii- 
faction,  no  compensation  to  ber«  to  reflect 
that  the  splendid  scenes  displayod  on  Ihe 
continent  are  owing  to  her  effbrti  ?  that 
the  victories  of  Germany  are  to  be  ntlri- 
buted  to  our  victories  in  the  poninsola? 
That  spark,  often  feeble,  aomelimea  co 
nearly  extinguished  as  to  excite  deipair 
in  all  hearts  that  were  not  above  it»  wbicb 
we  lighted  in  Portugal,  which  waa  fed  and 
nourished  there,  has  at  length  buret  inte  a 
flame  that  has  dazzled  and  illoninated 
Europe.  Shall  it  than  be  said,  that  this 
struggle  has  had  no  effect  upon  ilie  mili- 
tary character  of  Great  Britain  ?  Al  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  our  ompire 
rested  upon  one  majestic  coJuau^  ow 
naval  power.  In  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  a  hero  has  raised  another  etopendooi 
pillar  of  strength  to  support  oar  monarchy; 
our  military  pre-eminence.  It  is  now 
that  we  may  boast,  not  only  of  superiority 
at  sea,  but  on  shore :  the  same  energy  and 
heroism  exist  in  both  the  arms  of  Grasl 
Britain  ;  they  are  rivals  in  strength,  bit 
inseparable  in  glory.  If  at  a  future  peried, 
by  successes  which  we  cannot  foresee^  end 
hy  aggressions  which  we  cannot  resist 
war  should  again  be  threatened  upon  ow 
own  shores,  what  consolation  will  the  le- 
fleciion  aObrd,  that  out  of  the  calunitiM 
and  the  privations  of  war  haa  arisen  a 
principle  of  safety,  that,  superior  to  nil  sft* 
tacks,  shall  survive  through  ages^  to  which 
even  our  posterity  shall  look  forsmnL 
Compare  the  situation  of  England  with 
her  condition  even  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  campaign,  much  more  with  &r  oa»- 
dition  at  the  renewal  of  the  war,  Wwt 
we  not  then  threatened  by  tbe 
of  an  enemy  even  upon  our  own 
were  we  not  then  trembling  for  the  anlhly 
and  sanctity  even  of  our  homes  ?— Now 
contemplate  Wellington  encamped  on  the 
Bidassoa !— 1  know  that  a  sickly  sensibility 
prevails  abroad,  which  leads soaae  todoohC 
whether  the  advance  of  lord  Wellington 
was  not  rash  and  precipitate.  Of  the  po» 
litical  expediency  of  that  advance  I 
entertain  but  one  opinion:  I  cannot 
into  that  refinement  which  induces 
who  aflect  to  know  much,  to  hesitate 
the  subject :  I  cannot  look  with  regret 


1493 


f>n>tigH  Drtatia. 


Nov.  17,  IS  1 3. 


E»50 


a  Brttiflh  urny  encamped  up«i  the  fertiie 
plaim  of  France :  I  cannot  belitfe  that 
any  new  grounds  for  apprehension  are 
raised  by  an  additional  encitement  being 
afforded  to  the  irritability  of  the  French 
people:    I  foresee  no  disadvantage  result* 
ing  from  entering  the   territories  of  oor* 
enemy,  not  as' the  conquered  but  the  ooki- 
querors :  I  cannot  believe  that  there  are 
any  so  weak  as  to  imagine  that  England 
wishes:  to  maintain  a  position  within  the 
heart    of  the  enemy's  country,  or   that 
Spain  will  attempt  to  extend  her  domi- 
nion  beyond  that  Tast  chain  of  inpreg* 
nable  mountains  that  seem  to  form   her 
natural   boundary.     What    is    the  fact? 
The  Portuguese  are  now  looking  upon  the 
walls  of  Bayonne,  «  that  circles  in  those 
wolves"  which  wonld  have  devastated  their 
capital ;     the    Portuguese    now    behold, 
planted  on  the  towers  of  Bayonne,  that 
standard  which  their  enemy  would  have 
made  to  float  upon  the  walls  of  Lisbon.     I 
cannot  think  it  a  matter  of  regret  that 
Spaniards  are  now  recovering,  fVom  the 
grasp  of  an  enemy  on  his  own  skoree,  that 
diadem  which  was  stripped  from  the  brow 
of  the    Bourbons,  to  be  pocketed  by    a 
usurper.     (Hear,  hear,  bear!)    I  cannot 
think  it  a  matter  of  regret  that  England, 
formerly  threatened  with  invasion,  is  now 
the  invader— 4hat  France,  instead  of  Sng» 
land,  is  the  scene  of  conflict : 

Ultr6  Inachiaa  venisset  ad  urbes 
Daidanus,  et  versis  lugeret  Gnecia  fatis. 
I  cannot  think  all  this  matter  of  regret; 
and  of  those  who  believe  that  the  nation  or 
myself  are  blinded  by  our  successes,  I  en- 
treat, that  they  will  leave  me  to  my  de- 
lusion, and  keep  their  philosophy  to  them* 
selves.  (Hear,  hear,  hear!)  There  are 
other  observations,  growing  not  only  out 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  year,  but 
aince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  that 
to  my  mind  are  highly  consoling.  It  is  a 
fact  acknowledged  by  all,thatour  enemy, 
who  has  enslaved  the  press,  and  made  it 
contribute  so  importantly  to  his  own  pur- 
poses of  ambition  at  various  pttriods  daring 
the  boetalities,  has  endeavoured  to  impress 
upon  all  those  who  were  likely  to  be  our 
allies  a  notion,  that  G^eat  Britain  only 
fought  to  secure  her  own  interests — that 
her  views  were  completely  selfish.  That 
illusion  is  now  destroyed,  and  the  designs 
of  this  country  are  vindicated  by  recent 
evenu..  We  call  on  all  the  powers  with 
whom  we  are  at  war  to  do  us  justice  in 
this  respect :  above  all,  we  claia>  it  of 
America^  with  which  as  much  at  any  man 


I  widi  for  reconciliation.    Ifshewere^nowh 
heaitating  and  wavering,  which  of  the  two: 
great  contending  parties  she  should  join»' 
would  not  the  conduct  of  England  now 
decide  the  doubt  ?  I  ask  her  to  review  her 
ownaml  the  poHcy  of  this  country,  and  tO' 
acknowledge  that  we  are  deserving,  noi> 
only  of  her  confidence,  but  of*  the  support 
of  mankind.      Now,  she  can  behold  I^- 
napart^  in  hie  naked  deformity,  stripped 
of    the  false  glory    which  success  cast: 
around  him  :  the  spell  of  hit  invincibility 
is  now  disloltred  :.  she  can-  now  look  a4> 
him  withoot  that  awe  which  an  uointer«- 
rupted    series   of  victories   had  created. 
W^ere  she  new  to  aorvey  him  as  he  is. 
what  wonld  be  the  resnlt?— She  world 
traee   him  by  the  desolation  of  empires 
and    the  dismemberment  of  states;  sho 
would  see  him  pursuing  his  course  over  the  < 
ruins  of  men  and  of  things :  slavery  to 
the  people,  and  destruction  to  commerce  ; 
hostility  to  literature^  to  light  and  life, 
were  the  principles  upon  which  he  aote^: 
-^•his  object  was,  to  extingpiish  pattiotism* 
and  to  confound  allegiance ;  to  darken  at 
well  as  to  enslave ;  to  roll  back  the  tide 
of  civilization ;  to  barbarize,  at  well  as  16 
desolate,   mankind.    Then,  let  America 
turn  from  this  disgusting  picture,  these 
scenes  of  bloodshed  and  horror,  and  com- 
pare with  them  the  effect  of  British  in* 
terference!   She  will  see,  that  wherever 
this  country  has  eserted  herself,  it  hat 
been  to  raise  the  fallen,  and  to  support 
the  falling ;  to  raise,  not  to  degrade,  the 
national  character;    to  rou^e  the  sent!- 
menu  of  patriotism  which  tyranny  had 
siienced ;.  to  enlighten,  to  re-animate,  to 
liberate.     Great  Briuin  has  resuscitated 
Spain,  and  re-created  Portugal :  Germany 
is  now  a  nation  at  well  as  a  name ;  and 
all  these-  glorious  effects  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  efforts  and  by  the  example 
of  our  country.     If  to  be  the  deliverers  of 
Europe;  if' to  have  raised  our  own  na- 
tional character,  not  upon   the  ruins  of 
other  kingdoms ;  if  to  meet  dangers  with- 
out   shrinking,   and    to  possess  courage 
rising  with  difficulties,  be  admirable,  surely 
we  may  not  unreasonably  hope  for  the 
applause  of  the  world.     If  we  have  founded 
our  strength  upon  a  rock,  and  possess  the 
implicit  confidence  of  those  allies  whom 
we  have  succoured  when  they  seemed  be- 
yond relief;  then,  I  say,  that  our  exer- 
tions during  the  last  year,  all  our  efforts 
during  the  war,  are  cheaply  purchased : 
if  we  have  burdened  ourselves,  we  have 
relieved  others  ^  and  we  have  the  inward. 
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raDgemeDt  was  andersfcood    and   agreed 

XII  by  the   allies.     He  did   not  mean 
:iously  to  ask,  what  that  principle  wa^, 
Bor  would  it  be  right  at  present  to  discloee 
it  (Hear,  hear !    from  lord  Castlereagh ;) 
tot  if  there  were  no  broad  and  definite 
outline  previously  laid  down,  and  firmly 
adhered  to,  as  to  the  demands  on  the  part 
of  the  allies,  or  the  concessions  on  the  part 
of  France,  which  were  t&  form  the  ground- 
work of  a  general  peace,  he  would  venture 
to  predict,  that  what  had  so  often  hap- 
pened already,  would  again  take  place; 
■amely,  that  we  should  before  long  hear 
that  some  one  or  other  of  the  alliea  had 
nade  a  separate  treaty,   founded  on  its 
own  views  or  interests.     Why   had    the 
coalesced  powers  hitherto  been  vanquished 
by  France  ?    Because  the  people  were  not 
with  them.     The  allies  had  now  triumphed 
over    the    French    armies,    because   the 
people  were  with  the  governments,  and 
urged  them  on  to  repel  the  unjust  and  ilv* 
tolerable  encroachments  of  France.     The 
great  course  of  events  held  out  to  us  a 
most  important  lesson.     If   we  did    not 
take   warning    from    it,     but    attempted 
blindly  to  push  our  advantages  too  far,  he 
feared  that  we  should  only  rouse  the  same 
urresistible  power  in   France,    which   in 
1793  had  repelled  the  combined  attacks 
of  all  Europe — which  had  since  led  on 
tbe  emperor  of  the  French  to  conquests, 
and  which  might  again  turn  the  tide  of 
success  against  us.     With  respect  to  that 
part  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden  which  re-^ 
lated  to  the  annexation  of  Norway,  he 
still  retained  the  same  sentiments  of  ab- 
horrence and  detestation  of  it  that  he  ever 
did.     But  that  was  now  past.     In  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  Europe,  and  after  theser* 
Tices  rendered  by  Sweden  to  the  allies, 
the  proposed  subsidy  to  Sweden  would 
have  his  hearty  concurrence.     Agreeing 
M  he  did,  in  many  points,  with  the  hon. 
hiember  who  sat  behind  him  (sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote),  he  differed  from  him  on  this, 
as  he  felt  no  reluctance  in  voting  the  sum 
called   for,   in  the  hope  that  the  efforu 
which  it  was  intended  to  sustain  and  assist, 
would  be  directed  to  the  attainment  of  that 
great  object — a  secure  and  lasting  peace. 

Mr.  Barmg  objected  to  the  mode  of 
granting  the  subsidy.  Remitting  it  to  the 
continent  by  bills,  or  in  paper,  was  the 
least  advantageous  mode  that  could  be. 
Our  bills  on  the  continent  would  not  be 
worth  more  than  40  or  50  per  cent.  Mr. 
Baring  also  conceived,  that  the  postponing 
the  payment  of  part  of  the  debt  incurred 
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by  the  new  subsidies  till  after  the  retura 
of  peace,  would  be  throwing  a  consider* 
able  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  resamptioii 
of  the  Bank  payments  in  cash,  whicU 
were  to  recommence  at  that  period;  Tbo: 
hon.  member  then  entered  into  a  ibrcibie 
and  ingenious  argument,  to  shew,  that  it 
had  always  been  the  policy  of  France  to 
erect  a  barrier  of  small  states  along  the 
frontier  which  divided  her  from  Germany  ; 
that  these  states,  which  nominally  be* 
longed  to  the  empire,  but  were  without 
any  military  force,  gave  France  that 
ascendancy  which  she  had  conslaiuly 
maintained  over  Austria ;  and  thai  the 
anxiety  which  he  had  heard  expressed  by 
ministers  for  the  restoration  of  these. 
smaller  states,  would  probably  be  found- 
fatal  in  the  event  to  the  establishment  of 
that  continental  independence  which  was 
so  much  wished  for. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  had 
been  judged  advisable  to  postpone  the 
^raising  one  million  of  the  subsidy  to 
Austria  to  a  subsequent  period,  rather  than 
incur  the  inconveniences  of  the  imme- 
diate increase  of  expence. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  put  and 
carried,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  Noveiuber  18. 

Lord   Castlareagh  moved   for    leave   to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend  the 
Act  of  the  41st  of  his  Majesty,  relative  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  persons,  iii< 
official  situations,  could  hold  seats  in  that 
House.    A  question  had  arisen,  as  to  the 
situation  in  which  those   persons   stood* 
holdinff  offices  under  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland ;    and  it  had  been  doubted  whe- 
ther those  persons  appointed  to  fill  officee 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  must  ne> 
cessarily  yaoate  their  seats,  like  persone 
accepting  situations  under  the  crown.     A 
question  had  also  arisen,  whether  persona 
holding  such  offices  under  the  lord  lieute- 
nant were  not  obliged  by  law  to  vaoale     ^ 
their    seats    on    a    new    lord  lieutenant 
coming  into   power,   as  it  was  assumed* 
that  those  appointed  by  the  old  lord  lieii«- 
tenant  must  go  out  of  office  with  him.    He 
apprehended  that  this  was  not  necessary* 
any  more  than  it  was  necessary  that  per*- 
sons  holding  situations  under  the  crowQi 
should  resign  them  on  the  sovereignty  btii^g! 
assumed  by  a  regent*    It  might  be  TorST^ 
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iiicoDYenieni  if  ifais  were  the  Uw»  as  applied 
to  the  case  of  the  chief  secretary  inlreland. 
The  question,  however,  might  be  raised  in 
iinother  quarter,  and  the  indWidual,  pro- 
ceeded against  by  way  of  penalty.  He 
thought  the  chief  secretary  ooght  to  be 
protected  against  such  a  proceeding.  He 
therefore  proposed,  onder  all  the  circam- 
•stances,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and 
amend  the  said  Act.— Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

Insolvbnt  Dbbtors.]  Mr.  H<niierf  see- 
ing a  right  bon.  gentleman  in  his  place 
(Mr.  Bathurst),  wbo,  he  thought,  would  be 
able  to  give  him  some  explanation  on  a 
subject  oo  which  he  had  presented  a  peti- 
tion -in  tbe  present  session,  as  he  bad  before 
presented  one  in  the  summer,  wished  to 
•tk,  whether  any  and  what  steps  were  in 
progress  for  relieving  the  insolvent  debtors 
m  the  Isle  of  Man  ? 

Mr.  Baihum  was  not  satisfied  that  it  was 
in  his  power  to  give  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  that  detailed  informationwhich 
he  might  be  anxious  to  receive.  A  Bill 
had  been  sent  over  from  the  local  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  object  of 
which  was,  to  relieve  the  insolvent 
debtors  there  confined.  This  Bill  had 
been  laid  before  the  privy  council ;  and 
they,  upon  consideration,  thought  it  right 
to  recommend  it  to  the  crown  to  signify 
its  dissent  from  the  Bill.  He  believed  (he 
objection  to  that  Bill  was  that  it  was 
thought  likely  to  open  a  door  for  persons, 
contracting  debts  m  this  country,  to  get 
relieved  from  such  obligation,  merely  by 
going  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  Such,  at  least, 
it  was  imagined,  might  be  the  f  fie ct  of  this 
local  measure.  He,  however,  was  not 
aware,  that  any  objection  was  made  to 
giving  efiect  to  such  arrangements  as 
would  afibrd  relief  to  those  who  were  bona 
Jide  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
whose  debts  were  contracted  in  that  island. 
It  was  the  wish  of  government  to  allow 
them  the  besefit  of  the  Insolvency  Act,  by 
putting  them  on  tbe  same  footing  as  the 
iosolvent  debtors  in  this  country. 

Co>iVB1tT IONS  WITH  RuSSIA  AND  PsUSSIA.] 

Mr.  Ijiskmgtcn  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  the  Conventions  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  the  emperor  of 
Russia  and  king  of  Prussia,  the  Resolu- 
tions which  they  had  directed  him  to  re- 
port to  the  House;  and  the  same  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  tht  House ;  and 
are  as  follow : 


1.  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provi* 
sion  for  enabling  his  Majesty  tu  make 
good  such  engagements  as  may  be  sabsisl- 
ing  or  be  contracted  between  his  Msjesly 
and  foreign  posirers. 

2.  That  provision  be  made  for  enabling 
his  Majesty  to  defray  the  expences  which 
may  be  incurred  in  the  execution  of  two 
Conventions  between  his  Majesty  and 
their  majesties  the  ensperor  of  all  the  Rus- 
sias  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  bearing  date 
respectively  the  SOth  day  of  September 
last,  for  the  issue  of  a  subsidy  by  the 
vseans  of  bills  of  credit,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  of  2,500,()0U.  sterling,  or  fifteen 
millions  of  Prussian  thalers  principal 
money. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  of  the  said  Re- 
solutions  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  is  referred  t» 
consider  further  of  the  supply  granted  to 
bis  Majesty. — ^That  a  Bill  be  brought  m 
fipon  the  other  of  the  said  Resolutions ; 
and  that  Mr.  Lushington,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  lord  viscount  Castle- 
reagh,  and  Mr.  Bathurst,  do  prepare  and 
bring  it  in. 

Militia  Volunteeeinc  Bill.]  On 
the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Militia  Bill, 

Alderman  Curtis  obserred,  that  as  doubts 
had  arisen  with  respect  to  the  nature  of 
this  Bill  u  afiecting  the  city  of  London, 
he  was  desired  to  "  intcoduce"  a  clause 
into  it  [a  laugh  J,  to  save  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  that  city.  At  the  same  time  ht 
had  the  happiness  to  state,  that  tbe  com- 
mon council  had  this  day  come  to  an  un- 
animous resolution  to  have  an  application 
made  to  that  House,  which  would  be  pre- 
sented in  the  usual  way  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday  next,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  allow  the  militias  of  the  city  of  London 
to  do  the  same  as  was  proposed  by  the  Bill 
before  the  House  with  regard  to  the  other 
militia  regiments  throughout  the  country. 

Lord  Casdercagh  said,  that  he  should  not 
object  to  the  clause  proposed,  and  express- 
ed the  gratification  he  derived  from  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  baronet;  adding^ 
that  as  the  citizens  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed such  an  honourable  disposition  to 
serve  the  common  cause  of  their  country, 
it  would  be  right  to  allow  that  they  sbookl 
render  that  service  in  the  manner  which 
they  themselves  thought  proper  to  pro* 
pose. 

-  The  clause  which  provided  that  this  Bill 
should  not  extend  to  the  city  of  li/mdon 
was  accordingly  adopted. 
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Mr.  WhUhrtad  then  rose  to  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice, with  regard  to  an  aDieudment  in  the 
preamble  of  this  Bill.     He  could  not,  he 
said,  calculate  upon  being  able  to  persuade 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  to  assent  to, 
or.  the  House  to  adopt,  the  amendment 
which   he  .  had    to  submit; ;    but    yet  he 
thought  it  proper  to  put  on  record    the 
grounds  upon  which  he  was  induced  to 
give   his  support  to  ministers  at  this  im- 
portant crisis ;    namely,   from    a   strong 
wish  and  confident  expectation  that  the 
exertions    which    they    had    made,   and 
which  they  were  about  to  make,  would 
tend   to   the   attainment  of   the  blessing 
of  peace.     He  was  not  insensible  to  the 
burthens   the  country   had    to  bear,    or 
to  the  grievous  weight  which  was  to  be 
added  to  those  burthens  by  the  resolutions 
to  which  the  House  had  so  lately  assented; 
neither  was  he  insensible  to  the  invasion  of 
the  old  constitutional  practice  which  the 
measure  under  consideration  involved,  nor 
to  the  great  injustice  to  which  that  mea- 
sure was  in  its  progress  and  execution  cal- 
culated to  subject  many  meritorious  offi- 
cers whose  complaints  had  reached  him, 
but  whose  case  was  obvious  before  those 
complaints  were  heard.     He  was  not  in- 
sensible either  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  several  similar  expedients  which 
had  been  resorted  to,  from  time  to  time,  to 
recruit  our  disposable  force,  and  which 
expedients  being  from  their  character  unfit 
and  inadequate  to  their  purpose,   led   to 
this  last  great  exertion  for  the  reinforce* 
oent  of  our  army.     He  had  also  in  his  re- 
collection several  other  points,  which  might 
at   another   time  call  for  animadversion. 
The  proposition,  for  instance,  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  upon  the  subject 
of  local  tokens,    was  a  direct  confession 
with  regard  to  the  state  of  our  silver  cur- 
rency ;    while  the  measure  brought  for- 
ward  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  re- 
specting the  acceptance  of  foreign  bill<, 
for  the  accommodation  of  our  allies,  was 
obviously  calculated  to  aggravate  an  evil 
long  and  justly  complained  of,  by  increas- 
ing the  amount  of  our  paper  currency. 
But  still,  with  all  these  considerations  in 
his  mind—- with  his  eyes  fully  open  respect- 
ing them,  he  was  ready  to  support  and 
confide  in  government,  from  a  strong  re- 
liance upon  lis  disposition  to  obtain  peace; 
and  this  reliance  particularly  rested  upon 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh);    many  parts 
of  whose  speech,  last  night,  he  heard  with 
peculiar  gratification.    From  that  speech. 
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.indeed,  he  was  much  more  satisfied  than 
he  had  ever  felt  before.  The  conduct  of 
the  war  with  America  the  hon.  gentlemaa 
also  thought  deserving  of  particular  atten* 
tion ;  and  therefore  he  would  lay  in  bis 
claim  at  a  proper  opportunity  to  consider 
those  parts  of  that  conduct  which  he  deem- 
ed questionable ;  but,  at  present,  he  would 
abstain  from  tlie  discussion  of  that  and  the 
other  points  to  which  he  had  referred^ 
and  indeed,  from  any  topic  likely  tj> 
orcasion  trouble  to  ministers;  being  wil- 
ling to  leave  them  wholly  unincumber* 
ed  and  disengaged,  to  devote  their  minds 
and  exertions  to  the  attainment  of  a  laat- 
ing  and  honourable  peace.  Still  he  wish- 
ed to  record  on  the  Journals  the  groands 
upon  which  he  was  so  willing  to  give  bis 
support  to  ministers,  by  proposing  to  in- 
sert the  following  paragraph  in  .  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill,  namely,  <'  for  bring- 
ing the  war  to  a  speedy  and  happy  termi- 
nation ;  and  obtaining  the  blessings  of 
peace  upon  terms  of  reciprocityt  honour, 
and  security  to  all  the  belligerent  powers." 
Recurring  to  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh),  the  hon.  gentlemacr  repeat- 
ed, that. from  some  parts  of  it  he  drew  a 
much  happier  augury  than  the  tone  and 
temper  of  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech*  or 
any  thing  he  had  heard  before,  was  calco- 
lated  to  produce  ;  and  he  meant  particu- 
larly, that  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Vittoria, ministers  had  communicated  their 
readiness  to  accept  the  protiiered  media- 
tion of  Austria.  In  selecting  that  happy 
moment,  which  was  so  well  calculated  to 
i:ispire  high  and  triuniphani  ideas,  to  ex- 
press their  disposition  towards  peace*  mi- 
nisters had  evinced  a  character  eminently 
deserving  of  his  confidence ;  and  if  there 
were  any  part  of  the  administration  more 
disposed  towards  peace  than  another,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  bis  readi- 
ness to  fortify  that  part,  by  seconding  any 
measure  which  it  thought  proper  to  briogr 
forward,  with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of 
such  a  desirable  object.  The  hon.  mem-' 
ber  repeated,  that  he  had  no  hope  thai  bis 
amendment  would  be  adopted  ;  and  it  waa^ 
no  doubt,  consistent  with  the  noble  lord'a 
views  to  oppose  its  adoption ;  for  bis  pro- 
position was,  he  understood,  conceived  to 
involve  a  reflection  upon  former  adminis* 
trations,  whom  he  viewed,  he  most  con* 
fess,  with  a  jealousy  upon  this  subject^ 
which  certainly  did  not  apply  to  his  Mft«* 
jesty's  present  ministers. 

The  amendment  being  put. 

Lord  Cmlcreagh  rose  and  declared  hb 
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alyjectmn  t/b  the  motion;  betaoi*  hi 
Aoold  conceive  it  a  dereliction  of  hid  dntv, 
lo  acquiesce  in  an  afnendmeut  which  wcmld 
imply'  that  this  meaiore  was  brought  for- 
ward in  a  different  spirit  and  with  a  dif- 
ferent view  from  that  which  had  charac- 
terifled  other  measores  of  a  similar  nature, 
to  which  this  House  had  assented.  He 
fvlly  concurred  with  the  hon.  member  in 
a  wish  for  peace  ;  but  be  trusted  the 
House  and  the  country  would  not  conceive 
that  peace  was  in  the  hands  of  hts  Ma* 
jesty's.rainisters.  They  knew  the  enemy 
with  whom  they  bad  to  contend — and  the^ 
perhaps,  still  more  formidable  character  of 
the  enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  ne^o- 
cittte.  They  concurred  with  the  hon. 
member  in  an  anxious  wish  for  peace; 
hot  they  were  resolved  to  look  for  a  peace 
not  only  fair  and  honourable,  but  soch  a^ 
ahonlcl  hold  out  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
secure  repose  to  the  country  after  the 
arduoQff  and  long- protracted  contest  in 
which  it  had  been  engaged — not  such  as 
might  do  little  else  than  lead  the  country 
to  disarm,  merely  to  place  itself  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy.  His  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters were  not  willing  to  disguise  from 
themselves,  or  from  the  country,  the  dan- 
gers which  might  belong  to  peace,  any 
more  than  the  dangers  and  calamities  in- 
cident to  war.  Their  object  was,  a  lasting 
and  honourable  peace ;  and  upon  this  sub- 
ject, he  would  adopt  the  language  of  the 
emperor  of  Austria^  who  stated,  that  he 
would  rather  incur  all  the  risks  of  war, 
than  remain  in  peace  subject  to  th^  dread 
of  daily  a^cgression  or  perpetual  convul- 
sion. He  therefore  deprecated  the  idea  of 
imposing  upon  the  country  by  the  mere 
pound  of  peace ;  but  it  should  be  prompted 
to  look  for  that  solid  and  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement which  was  alone  to  be  valued, 
and  for  which  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
hon*  mover  was  as  solicitous  as  any  other 
individual  whatever.  The  hon.  member 
was  correct  in  the  passage  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  quote  from  what  he 
(lord  C.)  addressed  to  the  House  last  night 
with  respect  to  the  communication  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers  to  the  allies  after  the 
llattle  of  Viitoria.  They  cerUinly  did 
authorise  Russia  to  accept  the  mediation 
of  Austria ;  accompanying  the  authority 
by  a  sUtement  of  the  principles  whicn 
sboiHd  govern  the  negociation,  and  parti- 
cularly including  an  inviolable  adherence 
to  the  faith  by  which  this  country  stood 
pledged  to  iu  allies.  The  proposition  of 
Anstrin  was,  however,  rejected  by  ih^ 
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efiMiy ;  tntf  tAfat  rejectioiy,  demonitrtftirit 
his  real  tefAfper,  served  to  unite  that  frt& 
power  #ith  the  alKes.  But  the  dlspositiM 
which  his  Majesty's  minister^  nfafnifested 
on  that  occasion  they  still  retained. 
Whenever  a  fair  opportonity  for  nego« 
ciation  or  a  rationitl  prospect  of  peacd 
offered,  they  wo^ld  notfati  to  embrace  it| 
but  they  could  uever  forget  either  the 
enemy  with  whom  they  bad  to'  cont^nd^ 
Of  the  enemy  with  Whom  they  had  to  ne^ 
gociaie. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith,  feeling,  in  common  wiftt 
every  itfan  in  this  country,-  the  most  lively 
joy  at  the  proHpects  which  brightened 
upon  us,  woutd  not  throw  any  impedimetfl 
in  the  #ay  of  ministers,  and,  if  he  thought 
this  nvofion  irttended  to  oppose  them; 
would  not  support  it ;  but  he  thoOfiht  it^ 
tendency  tei^y  diflfbrent.  He  considered  U 
not  amiss  to  stuie  specific  reasons  for  ae« 
ceding  to  a  meastii'e  like  the  piresent,  sft 
this  tinte.  He  certainly  thought  that  the 
militia  would  be  more  hkely  to  volunteer; 
if  it  was  understood  that  th^  end  of  their 
exertions  would  be  the  acquirement  of  af 
secure  peace ;  for  he  was  not  alarmed  bjr 
the  noble  lord's  exposition  of  his  view  of 
peace ;  he  regarded  it  in  the  same  lights* 
and  wished  for  no  other  than  that  which' 
his  lordship  had  described.  But  in  saying^ 
this,  he  must  own  that  he  did  not  consider 
it  as  so  near.  He  thought  we  should  still 
have  an  arduous  struggle  l>efore  we  c6u1(t 
conquer  such  a  peace  as,-  aAer  all  we  had 
done,  and  all*  the  world  had  suffered,  wdf 
were  entitled  to  expiect.  He  wished  thiaf 
words  to  be  added  to  the  preamble  of  ther 
Bill,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  country,  and 
the  popularity  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  IVkitbread  wished  to  explain,  that 
he  always  thought  it  impossible  to  con- 
clude any  peace  but  such  as  that  which 
the  noble  lord  contemplated.  He  de« 
dared  most  tineerely,  that  in  all  the  effbrta 
which  he  had  made  in  former  sessions,  and 
under  different  circumstances,  to  create  i^ 
pacific  disposition  in  the  government  of 
the  country,  he  never  advocated  peace  on 
other  grounds  than  those  now  mentioiled* 
He  wished  it  to  have  been  tried,  becsntte' 
he  thought  that  it  had  not  properly  beeti 
done;  and  that,  if  attempted  in  the  spirit 
of  sincerity,  it  might  hscve  succeeded. 
When,  in  contemplation  of  a  great,  ar« 
duous,  and  protratted'  struggle,  he  was' 
willing  to  augment  the  mean«  of  ministers, 
to  free  them  from  all  shackles  of  opposi- 
tion, and  to  lavish'  the  resources  of  the 
country ;  surely  no  one  could  doubt  fof 
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what  purpose  he  would  allow  luch  exer- 
tions and  such  sacrifices  to  be  made,  or 
suppose  that  he  did  not  mean  a  secure  and 
an  honourable  peace.  He  wished  the  go- 
vernment to  make  those  redoubled  exer- 
tions ;  and  if  our  candour  and  moderation 
did  not  prevail  over  the  enemy,  and  in- 
cline him  to  peace,  if  he  obstinately  sacri- 
ficed the  repose  of  Europe  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  ambitious  designs,  and  reason 
and  justice  were  equally  powerless  upon 
him ;  then,  instead  of  lowering  our  tone, 
or  humiliating  ourselves,  he  wished  the 
c'ountry  and  government  to  appear  ready 
to  make  still  greater  exertions,  that  they 
might  it  last  be  crowned  with  success. 

Mr.  C  W,  Wynne  would  think  such  an 
interference  as  the  present  necessary,  if  he 
saw. any  indisposition  in  ministers  to  enter 
fairly  into  the  question  of  peace.  But  he 
perceived  no  symptoms  of  that  kind  in 
their  conduct,  and  on  that  ground  could 
not  accede  to  his  hon.  friend's  motion. 
If  the  words  which  he  proposed  had  been 
originally  in  the  preamble  toUhe  Bill,  he 
should  not  have  objected  to  them,  but  he 
thought  their  introduction  unnecessary. 
In  looking  to.  peace,  we  only  could  look 
for  a  safe  and  permanent  one  ;  and  none 
could  be  safe  and  permanent,  that  was  not 
founded. on  the  reduction  of  the  enemy's 
power. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time ;  and, 
after  some  observations  from  Mr.  Wynne 
and  lord  Castlereagb,  the  various  clauses 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  passed. 
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Friday,  November  19. 

'  Insolvent  Debtors.]  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough  observed,  with  reference  to  the  In- 
solvent Act,  that  a  representation  had 
been  made  to  him,  that  in  the  King's- 
bench  prison,  where  there  was  only  con- 
venient accommodation  for  200  persons, 
there  were  now  no  lesstban  900  prisoners; 
so  that  the  marshal  bad  found  himself 
compelled  to  give  some  of  them  the  rules, 
upon  slender  security,  at  his  own  risk, 
from  the  absolute  impossibility  of  accom- 
modating them  within  the  prison.  He 
had  hoped  to  have  seen  in  his  place,  be- 
fore this,  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  the 
author  of  the  Act,  to  have  communicated 
with  him  on  the  subject.  He  now  under- 
stood, that  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
was  expected  on  Monday.    The  business 


did  not  admit  of  longer  delay;  and  hm 
now  gave  notice,  that  if  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  was  not  then  in  his  place, 
or  if  it  was  found  impossible  to  give  a 
speedy  operation  to  the  Act,  which  at  pre- 
sent appeared  impracticable,  he  shoold 
introduce  a  Bill  for  its  repeal,  and  enact- 
ing the  usual  temporary  provisions  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  under  which 
they  might,  without  delay,  be  released. 
As  the  permanent  Act  was  unlimited  ia 
point  of  time,  he  proposed  that  the  tem- 
porary Bill  should  be  equally  unlimitedy 
and  that  the  notices  given  under  the 
former  should  be  available  for  tlie  purposes 
of  the  latter.  It  was  absolutely  indispen* 
sable  that  something  should  be  done  with- 
out further  delay,  for  the  relief  of -Uie 
persons  who  had  given  in  notices  under 
the  Act. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  who  was  absent  had  beea 
detained  in  the  country  by  pressing 
causes,  but  purposed  being  m  town  oa 
Monday  or  Tuesday.  He  should,  how- 
ever, feel  himself  bound  to  lend  all  his 
assistance  to  the  framing  and  the  success 
of  a  Bill  such  as  described  by  bis  noblOi 
and  learned  friend  (lord  Ellenboroogby*^ 
Expectations  had  been  excited  by  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  last  session,  which, 
perhaps,  ought  not  to  have  been  raised  ; 
but  they  had  bei^n  excited,  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  legislature  to  gpratify 
them. 

Militia  Service  Bill.]  The  Militia 
Service  Bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Com- 
mons.—Ou  the  motion  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  the  Bill  was  read  a  first  iime^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  his  lord- 
ship gave  notice,  if  the  prints  were  on  the- 
table  (of  which  there  was  no  doubt),  that 
he  intended  to  move  the  second  reading 
on  Monday,  for  which  day  the  Lords 
were  ordered  to  be  summoned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  November  19. 

Apothecaries  Petition.]  Mr.CsIcrafs 
presented  a  Petition  of  several  apotheea*- 
ries,    surgeon   apothecaries,  and   pracii* 
lioners   in    midwifery,    in  Englaod    and 
Wales ;  setting  forth/ 

"  That  apothecaries,  surgeon  apotheca* 
ries,  and  practitioners  in  midwifery,  form 
the  great  majority  of  the  medical  practi- 
tioners of  England  and  Wales,  and  era 
very  generally  intrusted  with  the  medical 
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and  surgical  care  of  the  population  of 
this  kingdom ;  and  that  none  of  the 
aboye  branches  of  the  medical  profession 
can  be  practised,  with  benefit  or  even 
safety  to  the  community,  unless  the  prac- 
titioners have  acquired  a  competent  pro- 
fessional knowledge  by  some  regular 
medical  education ;  and  that  there  is  no 
existing  law  to  prevent  persons,  without 
any  proper  medical  education,  from  prac- 
tising in  all  or  any  of  the  above  branches; 
and  a  great  number  of  persons,  therefore, 
in  every  part  ol  the  kingdom,  assume  the 
character,  and  exercise  the  functions  of 
the  apothecary,  surgeon  apothecary,  and 
practitioner  in  midwifery,  who  are  wholly 
ignorant,  and  utterly  incompetent  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  the  profes- 
sion; whereby  the  health  of  the  commu« 
nity  is  endangered,  and  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  profession  disgraced  and 
brought  into  disrepute  ;  and  that  it  is 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  profession,  and  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  community  at  large,  that 
provision  shpuld  be  made  for.  remedying 
the  abov^  evils ;  and  praying  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
same." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Petition  of  Pkinters  of  London.] 
Mr.  Rose  presented  a  Petition  of  several 
printers  of  London  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  the  capital  employed  in  the  bu- 
siness of  printing  in  London  has,  within  a 
few  years^  been  greatly  extended,  and 
has  led  to  a  proportionate  increase  in  the 
revenue  arising  from  this  important  branch 
of  trade ',  and  that  the  industry  and  skill  of 
persons  engaged  in  it  have  led  to  •  very 
considerable  improvement  in  the  art,  and 
gradually  advanced  it  to  a  degree  of  ex- 
cellence which  it  never  at  any  former 
period  attained  ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
humbly  submit,  thatit  is  of  the  highest 
consequence  in  a  national  view,  both  as  it 
relates  to  the  prosperity  of  this  interesting 
department  of  business,  and  as  it  concerns 
the  public  revenues  of  the  country,  that 
the  persons  engaged  in  it  should  not  expe- 
rience those  discouragements  to  which 
they  are  at  present  subjrcf,  arising  from 
the  undue  exercise  and  application  of  pri- 
vileges conferred  by  the  legislature  for 
differem  and  very  laudable  purposes ;  and 
the  petitioners  humbly  represent  to  the 
Uouse,  that,  by  the  statute  of  the  43d  of 


his  present  Majesty,  chapter  69,  tb^  Uni* 
versities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and 
also  the  Universities  of  Scotland,  are  ex-^ 
empted  from  the  payment  of  any  duty 
upon  paper  used  within  their  precinct*  in 
printing  books  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  Orien- 
tal,- or  Northern  languages  ;  that  this  ex* 
emption,  it  is  humbly  submitted,  was  in- 
tended to  operate  as  an  encouragement  to 
literature  in  those  establishments,  and  was 
not  meant  to  be  made  use  of  for  the  pur- 
poses of  trade,  to  the  injury  of  the  rest  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects;  that  it  has  ac- 
cordingly always  been  considered  in  this 
light  t>y  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Can>bridge ;  those  ancient  and  venerable' 
institutions  have  never  suffered  their 
presses  to  be  degraded  by  employing 
them  for  pecuniary  emolument ;  but,  in 
the  valuable  publications  which  they  have 
given  to  the  world,  have  been  governed 
solely  by  a  view  to  the  advancement  of 
literature,  and  the  maintenance  of  their 
own  reputation  and  character ;  M'nd  that  a 
different  practice,  however,  has  recentlr' 
prevailed  in  the  universities  of  Scotland,* 
particularly  at  Glasgow,  and  which,  if' 
continued,  must  not  only  put  an  end  to  m 
most  important  branch  of  printing  in 
England,  but  prove  highly  injurious  to 
his  Majesty's  revenue  ;  and  that  circular 
letters  have  been  addressed  by  the  printer* 
of  that  University  to  different  booksellers 
in  London,  proposing  to  print  for  thetin* 
in  the  way  of  trade,  any  of  the  <yreek  or 
Roman  classics,  and  offering,  as  an  in- 
ducement or  bounty,  to  allow  them  the 
drawback  upon  paper ;  that  this  plan  has 
already  been  acted  upon  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  and  it  must  be  obvious,  that  if,  ia 
addition  to  the  advantages  which  the 
Scotch  sprinter  derives  from  the  compara* 
tive  cheapness  of  labour  in  that  part  of 
the  island,  he  is  to  be  permitted  to  make 
use  of  the  drawback  for  the  purposes  of 
trade,  and  to  carry  it  to  market,  in  order 
to  purchase  employment ;  if  this  abuse  of 
the  exemption,  which  was  granted  by  the 
legislature  for  a  very  difierent  purpose, 
is  to  continue,  not  only  the  printing  of  all 
works  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  langoagea 
must,  within  a  short  period,  be  iransferiM 
to  that  country,  but  the  revenue  arising 
from  the -paper  employed  in  such  publi- 
cations, amounting  to  a  very  considerable 
sum,  be  entirely  lost  to  the  government ;  the 
petitioners  beg  leave,  further,  most  hum- 
bly to  suggest  to  the  House>  that,  besides 
the  loss  to  the  revenue,  and  the  severe  in- 
jury to  the  Kpgllsh  printer,  to  which  tbpy 


167]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Bakian qf  Mr.  WHghi  ag^Umiihe  pfiS 


hMO  adverted,  tbe  mooopoly  of  tbU  iip- 
ponaat  branch  of  the  art,  which  muU  ne- 
ceatarily  result  frpm  the  contiiioapiL'e 
of  the  ^bove  system,  caDoot  fail  to  pro* 
jqce  coBsequeacjes  extremely  unfavour- 
able to  the  cause  of  liter^ure  in  tbjs  part 
of  the  island ;  l^)d  the  petitioners  also 
feel  it  their  duty  to  represent  to  the  Housfs, 
that  the  measure  of  which  they  complain 
has  led  to  another  most  serious  abuse ;  by 
the  same  status  (the  i3d  of  hia  Majesty}, 
^  drawback  of  9  part  of  the  duty  upoo 
paoer  it  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of 
printed  books ;  and  it  bas  already,  in  some 
instances,  happened,  and  the  same  will  of 
necessity  frequently  occur,  that,  upon  the 
exportation  of  books  printed  in  the  man- 
ner above  mentioned,  and  upon  which  an 
akHowance  of  the  duty  was,  in  tbe  first  in- 
stance, made,  a  second  drawback  has 
been  obtained  ;  the  consequence,  there- 
fore, of  the  continuance  of  the  practice  of 
which  the  petitioners  coipplain,  will  be, 
that  his  Majesty's  government  will  not 
oply  lose  the  whqle  dpty  upon  the  paper 
employed  in  printing  works  of  the  above 
description,  but  will  be  called  upon  to  pay 
a  considerable  sum  out  of  the  Treasury  to 
tbe  exporters  of  such  publications ;  it  is 
humbly  submitted,  therefore,  tothf  Hou^e, 
that,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  his  Majesty's 
revenue,  as  on  account  of  the  injury  which 
the  petitioners  and  the  cause  of  literature 
ip  this  part  of  the  island  must  sustain  if 
the  abuse  of  the  university  privilege,  and 
of  the  liberality  of  parliament,  should 
continue,  some  check  ought  to  be  imposed 
^pon  this  practice  by  the  authority  either 
fi  the  legislature  pr  of  the  government ; 
and  that  thia  is  not  the  first  attempt  that 
has  been  made  in  Scotland  to  extend,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  others,  the  privileges 
v^ith  respect  to  printing  vested  in  particu- 
lar iiidividuaU  in  that  country  ;  for  it  may 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that, 
about  the  year  1800,  the  persons  filling 
tbe  office  of  King's  printer  in  S(  oiland, 
and  who  had  the  right  of  printing  the 
IJoly  Bible  and  New  Testament  in  that 
countrv.  auempted  to  introduce  copies  of 
those  books  into  England,  to  the  injury  of 
the  Univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge ;  they  were  however  at  length  re- 
atrained  by  a  decree  of  tbe  court  of  Chan- 
cery, which  was  afterwards  affirmed  upon 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Peers ;  that  tbe 
petitioners  beg  leave  humbly  to  suggest, 
from  analogy  to  the  principle  of  the 
above  mentioned  decision,  that  the  ex- 
fiipptioi)  bota  the  dutiea  upon  paper. 


granted  by  the  legislature  to  the  OBiTerii* 
ties  of  Scotland  with  a  view  to  the  cncooT 
ragement  of  literatore,  whatever  ofitra- 
tion  it  may  be  permitted  to  have  in  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  oegbt  aot  to 
be  allowed  to  be  thus  perverted  frooi  ita 
original  object,  and  applied  to  xbm  par^ 
poses  of  trade,  to  the  ruin  pf  an  impoitaiit 
branch  of  printing  in  England,  »nd  to  ibo 
serious  iryury  of  the  revenue ;  and  proyiog 
the  House  to  take  their  case  into  their 
favourable  consideration,  and  to  «do|^ 
such  regulations  as  will  prevent  in  fiHnre 
the  irregularities  before  mentiofied,  aiicl 
relieve  the  petitioners  from  the  injury  thoy 
sustain  from  the  practice  of  them/' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  4o  lie 
upon  the  table. 

SuFPLY.]  The  House  went  into  a  f7oM« 
Okittee  of  buppiy. 

Lord  Castiereagh  said,  that  the  qneelion 
having  been  already  fully  dscussoitp  bo 
should  not  now  detain  the  House  by  any 
further  argument.  His  object  was,  to  f  arry 
into  execution  the  determination  of  o 
former  night  to  grant  to  his  Majeaiy  Iho 
sum  of  S  millions  on  account,  to  be  epiUiodl 
to  tbe  purpose  of  aiding  our  allies.  Ho 
moved  a  Resolution  for  this  purpQso* 

Mr.  Wkiibread  did  not  mean  regulovly  lo 
resist  the  motion,  but  be  could  nojt  oUoio 
that  part  of  the  subsidy  to  go  unnoticed 
which  wM  appropriated  for  the  Romiod 
fleet.  With  our  present  naval  ttrangtb^ 
he  thought  any  such  addition  wholly 
nei^esaary. 

Lord  (Jaulareagk  replied,  that  during 
last  year,  tbe  Russian  fleet  had  boeit  eoiU 
nently  useful,  and  he  had  no  doubt  tboi  il 
would  be  found  equally  necessary  \m  tho 
naval  distribution  of  the  present  yeee. 

Lord  Castiereagh  then  brought  ioa  JBiUlo 
give  effifct  to  certain  engagement*  of  tho 
king  of  Great  Britain  with  the  emperor  o( 
Russia  and  the  king  of  Prussia.  ]t  woo 
read  a  fir^t  time,  and  ordered  to  be  veed  % 
second  time  on  Monday^ 
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S/Mwrday,  Novembar  20. 

PftTiTioN  OF  Ma.  Wright  againsvl 
Ctfia^Y  Resiobvce  PaocESDiNos  Bub.1 
Mr.  F.  Wright  presented  a  Petition  of 
William  Wright,  of  Bridge  court,  Weew 
minstor,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  gen* 
tiemaii ;  taking  notice  of  the  Bill  to  atoy* 
for  a  time  to  be  limited,  proceedinga  iia 
actiooa  ouder  aa  Act  passed  in  tho  iSA 
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yesir  of  bi#  prMMi  M«j«^»  <•  MMDd  tk« 
Um9  relating  to  tpiritiial  pert^a^;    nod 
y^    seui^g  forth, 

'<  That  the  fMlilioiior  Wit»  Ui  lb«  y«ar 
1805,  appointed  aeovrtiMry  t«  iIm  tl»eii 
lords  bUbops  of  itly>  Oxford,  Nortvi^h, 
and  Su  David't,  WRd  cowtiooed  to  act  at 
sncii  iocretary  to  all  thoie  U>rda  biahopa 
up  to  the  period  of  tbe  decoaye  of  the 
late  right  reverend  doctor  John  Randolphi 
who  had  been  trmulaitd  to  tbe  see  of  Boq« 
gor,  and  froaa  thence  to  tbe  lee  of  London, 
except  to  the  lord  bishop  of  St.  David's, 
whose  official  business  the  petitioner  coold 
not  pay  suflicient  attention  to^  in  conse- 
qqence  of  tbe  great  increase  of  tbe  duties 
which  devolsed  on  him  as  tbe  secretary 
to  the  bishop  of  tbe  important  diocese  of 
London  ;  and  that,  during  the  whole  of 
the  aboTe-mentioned  period,  the  petitioner 
did,  at  great  expenc**  and  trouble,  print 
and  publish  an  abstract  of  tbe  Acts  relating 
\o  residenee,  containing  forms  of  applica- 
tions for  licenses  of  non-residence,  forms 
of  notifications,  Itc.  a  great  number  of 
copies  of  which  be  disiribotod  gratis,  not 
only  to  the  clergy  of  tbe  dioceses  where 
he  was  secretary,  but  to  those  of  other 
dioceses  also,  op  to  the  month  of  July  last : 
and  some  of  the  lords  bishops  also  caused 
short  abstracu  of  tbe  Act  of  the  iSd  of 
his  present  Majesty,  chapter  84,  to  bo 
printed  and  distributed  amongst  their 
clergy,  in  order  that  none  of  them  might 
be  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  the  law ; 
and  their  lordships  the  bishops  in  their 
charges  to  their  clergy  have  for  many  years 
past  endeavouted  to  inculcate  in  the  minds 
of  tbe  clergy  of  their  respective  dioceses 
the  necessity  of  residence,  with  a  more 
frequent  performance  of  divine  service, 
and  have  also  recently  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  has  also,  during  all  the 
period  of  his  holding  the  before-mentioned 
offices,  at  considerable  expence,  caused 
advertisements  to  be  inserted  in  the  pro- 
vincial newspapers  almost  every  year,  to 
acquaint  the  clergy  of  the  dioceses  of 
London,  Oxford,  Ely,  and  Norwich,  with 
the  necessity  there  was  for  them  to  ren«*w 
their  licences,  if  their  original  cause 
existed*  and  also  to  request  others  of  the 
clergy  to  deliver  tbe  notifications  reouired 
by  the  Act ;  and  be  has  also  caused  cir- 
cular letters  to  be  written  to  tbe  same  ef* 
lect,  upon  an  average  for  several  yeam  of 
at  leasi  2001.  per  annuns  which  cooreo 
has  also  been  adopted  by  other  secretaiiee 
of  other  lords  bishops;  and  that  the  peti- 


Uoner  did  olio  ea«ft  to  bo  writlota  etrcalar 
leitors  (tbe  ofjj^inals  of  which,  in  4ba 
hand  writing  oT  the  lordi  bishops  wboio 
dioceses  ihey  relate  to#  am  in  the  pett^ 
tiooer's  posseision)  wherein  the  clergj^ 
were  desired  to  send  the  aotificatioM^ 
the  bishop  himself,  at  his  lordship's  resi* 
dence*  so  late  as  tbe  months  of  April  and 
May  last ;  and  tbe  lords  bishops  did  also 
frequently  cause  advertisements  to  be  t» 
sorted  to  tbe  same  e&ct,  and  expressing 
in  very  strong  terms  their  displrasora  that 
the  clergy  should  render  them  necossary  ; 
the  originals  of  such  advertiseoients  art 
in  the  potitioner's  possession,  and  soma  of 
them  are  in  the  band-writing  of  tbe  lord 
bishop  himself;  and  that  altboagb  the 
measures  before-mentioned  were  so  re» 
peatedly  resorted  to,  in  order  that  the 
clergy  might  be  acquainted  with  tbe  greait 
necessity  there  wm  for  them  to  pay  attei^ 
tion  to  the  law,  yet  their  neglect  still  cob* 
tinned ;  and,  after  the  Stamp  Act  in  180$ 
had  affixed  a  duty  of  one  pound  upon  li» 
cenees  for  niHi-residence,  the  difficulty  of 
inducing  the  olergy  to  renew  them  beeama 
considerably  greater,  and  tboto  who  did 
renew  such  licences,  in  many  cases,  lellt 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  petitioner,  witboqi 
paying  the  expence  of  the  stamps,  and 
the  fco  preaoribed  by  the  act  of  parNa* 
mont  to  be  due  to  the  petitioner  thereon  ; 
«nd  notwithstanding  letters  vrere  sent  to 
the  clergy,  desiring  them  to  take  away 
such  licences  and  pay  for  the  same,  and 
informing  them  that  a  copy  ought  to  be 
depoahed  in  tbe  parish  chess,  according 
to  the  s^tate,  many  of  such  licenses  stiQ 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  petitionee 
io  consequence  of  such  non-payment,  and 
many  others  have  been  sent  to  the  clergy 
witboot  payment,  and  remain  unpaid  to 
the  present  time,  ahbough  often  requested 
both  by  letter  and  personally ;  and  in  ooo- 
sequence  of  tbe  non -renewal  of  licencoa 
from  the  year  1 805  to  the  present  timo» 
and  of  the  neglect  of  the  clergy  in  paving 
for  those  which  had  been  granted,  andf  the 
stamps  to  which  they  were  subject,  the 
petitioner  hath  lost  a  coosidevable  sum  of 
money,  to  which,  under  tho  said  Act,  ho 
was  legally  entitled,  by  measw  of  wbieh 
also  the  revenue  has  beea  considenstily 
difliiMshed ;  and  that  the  petitioner  has 
ascertained  that  there  are  10.801  benefices 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  that  there  were 
6,5*1  benefices  without  any  residtsnt  Wh 
cumbent ;  and  that  there  were  so  few  real* 
dent  curates  employed  to  supply  their 
places,  that  there  were  4,788  benefices 
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without  a  resident  miniiter  of  any  descrip- 
tion; and  the  petitioner  hu  also  ascer- 
tained that  the  lords  bishops  hare  been  so 
iDttch  imposed  upon  by  false  notitications 
and  other  means,  that  the  returns  deli- 
Tered  to  his  Majesty  in  council  are  very 
incorrect;  and  the  petitioner  sheweth, 
(bat  the  Actof  the  43d  of  hiH  present  Ma- 
jesty, for  enforcing  the  residence  of  spiri- 
tual persons  on  their  benefices,  appeared 
to  be,  and  in  fact  was  much  evaded ;  and 
the  petitioner,  trnsting  the  said  act  of  par- 
liament nas  not  enacted  without  an  inten- 
tion of  iu  being  enforced,  and  believing 
that  the  lords  bishops  and  community  in 
general  would  be  much  benefited  if  the 

trovisions  thereof  were  carried  ioto  efTcct, 
e  commenced  actions  against  several  of 
the  clergy  whose  cases  are  of  a  descrip- 
tion hereinafter  mentioned,  and  who  have 
evinced  a  contempt  and  disregard  of  the 
laws  (except  in  two  or  three  instance*  in 
which  the  petitioner  hat  since  discovered 
be  was  incorrect,  which  he  has  directed  to 
be  discontinued),  such  as  sending  notifi- 
cations of  exemption  for  non-residence  on 
two  or  more  benefices,  for  various  causes 
which  on  examination  are  found  to  be 
false;  licences  obtained  by  false  repre- 
aentalions;  licences  suffered  to  expire  for 
near  two  yeara,  and  which  have  not  been 
renewed  because  the  incumbent  would  not 
send  a  curate  to  the  bishop  to  be  licensed 
to  supply  hia  place  ;  some  of  the  incum- 
bents residing  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
distant,  and  holding  two  benefices  by  dis- 
pensation, to  obtain  which  they  are  obliged 
to  give  bond  to  reside  OR  one,  and  to  keep 
a  resident  curate  on  the  other,  and  to 
preach  iliirteen  sermons  on  the  one  on 
which  they  Jo  not  reside,  which  they  do 
not  perform  ;  oihtrs  returned  a*  resident 
on  two  livings,  when  in  fact  they  reside 
on  neither ;  and  praying  that  the  said  Bill 
may  not  pass  into  a  law;  and  that  the 
petitioner  may  have  such  relief  as  the 
House  shall  please  to  direct." 
The  Petition  having  being  read, 
Mr.  F,  Wright  saiH,  he  hoped  that  the 
Bill,  the  third  reading  of  which  stood  for 
that  day,  would  be-postponed ;  as  he  under- 
stood the  petitioner  intended  to  present 
another  petition,  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
at  (ha  bar.  He  then  moved  that  the  pe- 
tition do  lie  on  the  table. 

.Mr.  B.  haiktiru  said,  that  be  could  not 
consent  to  postpone  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill.  No  injury  wonid  he'  inflicted 
»n  the  pttiiioner  by  the  Bill ;  as  it  would 
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only  atay  proceedings  until  the  S9th  of 
April  next,  by  which  time  the  House 
would  be  able  to  take  some  meaiuraa  )to 
discriminate  between  those  who  were  boad 
fide  transgressors  of  the  law,  and  tl^oaa 
uho  had  incurred  the  penalty  through  in- 
advertence.  Certain  he  was,  that  many 
(if  the  clergy  had  not  received  aafficient 
notices  of  the  enactments  of  the  atatote. 
It  the  petitioner  wished  to  have  been 
heard  by  counsel,  he  might  have  prayed 
I'l^r  it  in  the  voluminous  petition  which 
ihey  had  beard.  The  sooner,  however, 
ilie  Bill  was  passed,  the  better  it  wooM  be 
for  the  petitioner,  as  well  as  the  atiBerera. 
The  petitioner,  without  doubt,  would  be 
entitled  to  costs  up  to  the  time  of  tbe 
passing  of  the  Bill,  in  those  acttooa  for 
u'liich  there  was  legal  ground. 

The  Petition  was  Qrdered  to  lis  oa  ihc 
table. 

The  Non- Resident  Penalties  Soapeiiiion 
Bill  was  then  read  atbird'lime  and  paMed. 

Report'  fmom  thb  Commttteb  of  Si;r>- 
PLY.]  Mr.  Lusbington  reported  from  the 
cotumittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  tbe 
!iupply  granted  to  hit  Majeaty,  the  Keao- 
lutioii*  which  they  had  directed  htm  to 
report  to  the  House;  and  the  aame  wem 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  nnd  an 
39  follow : 

1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  three 
millions  steiling,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  make  good  such  engagements  aa 
may  he  subsisting,  or  be  contracted,  be> 
tvreen  his  Majesty  and  foreign  powera. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3.OS01. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  fur  defraying 
ilie  remainder  of  the  expences  of  repair- 
ing ihe  church  of  St.  Margaret,  Wettmio- 
sier,  above  the  sums  granted  by  parlia- 
ment for  that  purpuse,  itnil  ihai^he  said 
sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee 
or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Lusbington  reported  from  tbe  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  Bill  for 
ijiislng  the  sum  of  S2  millions  by  way  of 
annuities,  the  amendoieiiEH  which  thej 
had  made  to  the  Bill;  and  the  amena- 
ments  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  tbe 
HooM ;  and  an  amendmunl  was  made  to 
the  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  ingroited  ;  and  read  the  thir4 
time  upon  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  November  22. 

The  first  reading  of  the  Clergy  Penalty 
Suspension  Bill  (which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed)  took  place  on  the  motion  of  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  who  gave  no- 
tice of  his  intention,  if  the  prints  were  on 
the  table,  to  move  the  second  reading  on 
Wednesday,  for  which  day  the  Lords  were 
ordered  to  be  sammoned. 

Lord  Holland  presented  petitions  from 
the  debtors  confined  in  Chelmsford  gaol, 
the  gaol  of  the  county  of  Berks,  and  cer- 
tain persons,  natives  of  foreign  countries, 
confined  in  the  King's-bench  prison,  pray* 
ing  relief;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

His  lordship  also  presented  a  petition 
from  the  debtors  confined  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  praying  relief;  and  took  the  op* 
portonity  of  observing,  that  for  a  consi- 
derable period,  although  several  Insolvent 
Acts  had  passed,  yet  these  unfortunate 
persons  had  remained  without  relief.  He 
understood  that  the  local  legislature  of 
the  Isle  had  passed  an  Act  last  year  for 
the  relief  of  the  debtors  confined  there ; 
but,  unfortunately,  it  had  not  received  the 
sanction  of  government. 

Lord  Viscount  Sidmouih  stated,  that  the 
Act  for  this  purpose  passed  by  the  House 
of  Keys  had  been  officially  transmitted  to 
him  to  be  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent 
in  council.  Upon  reference,  however,  to 
the  law  authorities^  the  Act  was  found  so 
extremely  objectionable,  that  it  could  not 
be  assented  to ;  and  an  order  in  council, 
stating  precisely  the  grounds  of  objection, 
was  sent  to  the  governor  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  with  a  recommendation  for  the  local 
legislature  to  pass  an  Act  free  from  those 
objections,  which  would  be  readily  as-* 
sented  to.  He  believed  that  the  House 
of  Keys  had  not  assembled  since  that 
period. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  probably 
the  House  of  Keys,  like  other  Houses, 
would  readily  attend  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  noble  viscount. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  introduced  a  Bill 
for  vesting  in  the  accountant-general  of 
the  court  of  Chancery  for  the  time  being, 
and  his  successors,  the  property  in  that 
court,  which  found  its  way  there  in  con- 
sequence of  the  burden  thrown  upon  the 
court  by  the  legislature,  io  sending  tbem 
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for  arrangement  the  affairs  of  Canal  Bills, 
Tbrnpike  Bills,  Parish  Bills,  and  otbor. 
speculations,  which  took  op  so  mocb  of. 
the  time  of  the  court.  He  introduced  a 
similar  Bill  last  session,  which  passed  thai 
House ;  but,  owine  to  the  want  of  time 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  could  not* 
get  through  the  other  House.  The  object 
of  it  was,  to  prevent  property  of  that  de* 
scription  (the  property  of  the  suitors  being 
already  provided  for),  from  vesting  in  tho 
representatives  of  the  accoimtant-generai 
in  future,  and  to  take  it  out  of  the  bands 
of  the  representatives  of  the  former  ac- 
countants-general ;  so  that,  upon  the  death, 
resignation,  or  removal  of  that  officer  in, 
future,  the  property  should  immediately 
vest  in  his  successor. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  read  a  letter  from 
sir  Thomas  Graham,  acknowledging  his 
high  sense  of  the  recent  vote  of  thanks  of 
that  House ;  and  a  similar  letter  from  sir 
J.  Abercromby,  relative  to  the  toIo  of 
thanks  for  the  capture  of  Mauritius. 

Militia  Sirvicb  Bill.]  Earl  Batkuni 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Militia 
Service  Bill.  His  lordship  observed,  that 
he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  time' 
of  the  House  by  entering  into  an  explana- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  ministers  in  bringing 
forward  the  present  measure.  It  was- 
scarcely  necessary  to  remark  upon  the. 
singular  and  admirable  features  of  the  war. 
Ottrsoccesses,-'the  great  battle  of  Vittoria, 
— >the  possession  of  the  Pyrennees/— the 
advance  into  the  enemy's  territory, — were 
all  sufficient  grounds  for  persevering  in 
the  great  cause  which  we  bad  begun,  and 
exciting  and  invigorating  the  resources  of 
the  country.  If  our  successes  had  been 
inferior,  even  in  this  there  would  be  mucb 
reason  for  continuing  and  increasing  our 
efforts.  While  so  noble  a  spirit  had  been 
raised  in  Europe,  while  such  high  interests 
were  struggling  in  the  North,  it  was  jaot 
fitting  that  a  power  of  the  dignity  and 
rank  of  England  should  not  take  a  share 
worthy  herself  in  the  great  cause  of  na- 
tions. But  let  the  House  look  upon  pass- 
ing events;  and  if  they  had  not  then 
ground,  let  them  find  it  in  that  which  had 
occurred  between  the  time  when  this  Bill 
was  introduced  and  the  present  moment, 
—that  noble  burst  of  patriotic  feelinsp 
which  had  arisen  in  Holland,  recalling  old 
attachments,  returning  to  ancient  loyalty, 
renewing,  ancient  habiu,  and  friendships^ 


175]        HOUSE  OF  LOiUXB^ 

and  obfecti.  Ii  wm  hardly  MceMtry  to 
My  a  Bingle  word  in  juttificalioii  of  tho 
princifrfc  of  increatiog  the  mrrHtary  and 
disposable  meauB  of  tbo  country.  He 
wuaiJ  Dot  lake  up  the  time  of  the  Hoose 
any  further  than  in  explaining  the  basis 
of  the  measure  which  he  was  to  propose 
to  theai* 

The  mode  of  increasing  the  regular 
force  had  been  frequently  a  matter  of  con- 
MderatioM  with  their  lordships,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  most  valuable  source  wa^ 
to  be  found  connected  with  the  militia 
aysteaa.  The  first  step  had  been,  to  allow 
simple  Tolonteering  into  the  line :  the 
present  Act  had  a  farther  view,  and  it  con- 
templated the  service  of  the  volunteer, 
both  as  a  soldier  of  the  line,  and  of  the 
militia.  It  was  proposed,  that  in  every 
regiment  where  900  men  volunteered, 
three  field  oflkers-shoald  be  allowed  to 
veUinteer  alse ;  where  si<  hundred,  two ; 
and  where  three  hundred,  one  ;  but  in  any 
regiment  whose  number  did  not  amount 
to  the  lowest  ratio,  if  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  volunteered  they  were  also  to  have 
one  field-officer.  Where  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  field-officers  did  not  offer,  the  right 
of  appointment  to  devolve  tO'his  Majesty. 
'f  hoM  reginsenu  were  to  be  foimed  into 
provisionai  batulions,  commandi;d  by  of* 
ficen  of  the  line»  the  officers  receivikig 
half-pay.  Their  lordships  would'  scarcely 
refppety  on  knowing  the  nature  of  the  mi- 
litia, that  those  officers  were  likely  to 
share  in  the  liberality  of  the  House.  A 
great  proportion  of  them  were  meritorioos 
gentlemen,  whose  income  largely  de- 
pended oa  their  appointments  in  tbe  ser- 
vice, and  who  in  the  prospect  of  a  peace 
saw  before  them  only  a  painful  dimino- 
tion  of  their  competence.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  it  fbrtunate  that  this  mea^' 
suie  allowed,  if  he  might  be  permitted* 
the  terrn^  an  excuse  for  insnring  to  them* 
the  reward  of  their  services,  lliere  were 
but  few  additional  circumstances.  One- 
wee,  thatmilitiaofficers  thus  serving  should 
be  equally  with  others  subject  to  the  usual* 
forms  of  the  line  couriSHnartialt  In  the- 
next  place,  no  field  officer  of  ar  provisional 
battalion  was  to-  have  a  higher  rank  than 
that  of  lieutenant-colonel :  for>  as  it  was 
the-intcntioni  that  when  aetiag  in  the  fMd' 
these  bodies  should  always  be^  under  the' 
command  of  an  officer  of  the  line,  it  might 
otherwise  happen  that  the  militia  officer 
should  be  senior  to  the  line  officer.  An* 
other  limitation  wasr  that  not  more  than- 
tbree*fourths  of  any  regioMot  siieidA  be' 


allowed  to  volunteer.  It  miffht  be  oljectedf 
that  there  would  be  a  hardship  in  prohibit- 
ing (he  services  of  men  willing  tacome  for- 
ward. To  this  tbe  answer  w«s,  thai  in 
every  regiment  there  was  a  proportkNi, 
and  that  nearly  amounting  to  tbe  fwopor- 
tion  stated,  of  men  who,  frdm  age  or  ncci^ 
dent,  were  not  fit  to  be  exposed  lo  the 
fatigues  of  active  service^^-men,  wbo, 
rhoogh  equal  to  highly  useful  occopntioa 
at  home,  were  better  not  hazarded  lightljf 
to  a  foreign  campaign.  He  cookl  ifot, 
however,  impress  it  too  folly  on  thtf 
House,  that  it  was  by  no  means  wRbin 
his  ideas  to  break  down  the  fabvic  of  the' 
militia.  The  establishmetiS  vraa  of  the 
highest  importance :  obvious  as  were  iie 
advantages  from  the  original  sebeme* 
scarcely  any  man  could  hive  conceived 
tbe  important  uses  of  which  it  waa- subset 
quently  found  capable.  It  had  formed 
among  us  a  large  and  vigoroua  porsiott-of 
the  national  d^ence  during  the  tbieM  of 
invasion.  In  case  of  the  attempC  to- 
realize  that  threat,  it  would  baee  been 
found,  doubtless,  eminently  useM  niid' 
trust-worthy.  It  had  rendered  impoitaiiV 
services  in  the  insurrection  in  Ireland,  and 
in  suppressing  those  similar  dtstortMSieea 
which  were  partially  felt  even  herd.  iT 
had,  in  the  last  instance,  condoced  to  the 
strength  of  the  regular  force,  and  aopplled- 
the  line  with  its  finest  troops^  Then  svar 
one  service  which  it  had  rendered^'  and" 
whiohf  though  it  was  not  distinctly  ob- 
vious at  first  sight,  might  be  reckoned  of 
no  slight  national  imports  It  gaTooccv- 
pation  to  the  higher  orders  of  the  ooonlry, 
for  whom  the  necessity  of  occopaiiea 
was  most  pressing,  and  its  nature  of  tbe' 
highest  interest  to  tbe  community,  h 
generated  popular  and  manly  baMto 
among  them;  it  accustomed  theoi'  Uy 
mingle  among  the  inferior  ranks  of  thar 
sute;  it  suppliedthem  with  an  honooriblv 
exercise  and  honourable  acquiremealv  foil 
tbegenemi  protection;  and  if  e^n'lbese 
enda-  were  net  all  ensured  together,  it  ^ 
least  drew  them  away  from  tlioseperavhs^ 
which,  degrading  and  unhappy  aa  they' 
werei-  natarally  assailed-  men  of  rank-  and 
fortune,  and  in  corrupting  them,  eoiw 
rupted  the  most  influencing  and  ina«» 
portent  order  of'  society.  His-  lordtbip 
then  proceeded  to  enumerate  the*  other' 
powers  of  the  Bill.  Among  the  raat»  if 
provided'fbr  his  Majesty's  acccfptafliec  o^ 
the  service  ofsiogle  companies^  tbeoflfoM' 
being  entitled  to  hrif-pay.  These  evm^ 
paaieaiobealtached'toiefkBeaiis  of  tho' 
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line,  or  formed  into  battalions  by  them- 
selves. In  this  case,  the  preferment 
would  not  suffer  any  obstruction  ;  as  the 
officer  commanding  the  attached  com- 
pany would  follow  the  order  of  the  regi* 
ment,  and  those  employed  in  the  bat- 
talions of  companies  would  of  course  not 
be  in  a  condition  to  interfere  with  the  re* 
guiars.  The  only  objection  which 
seemed  to  be  taken  to  this  measure  was, 
that  officers  looking  to  permanent  rank 
woold  naturally  engage  all  they  could  to 
Tolunteer,  and  thus  impair  the  usual  de- 
mands of  recruiting  from  the  militia. 
The  answer  might  be,  that,  as  it  was  by 
no  means  intended  to  stop  the  usual  re- 
course to  the  militia  for  the  support  of 
the  line  casualties,  officers  would  have  it 
in  their  power  to  volunteer  still,  as  they 
had  done  previously.  Hu  expected  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  to  a  measure 
%vhich  promised  to  be  of  the  most  signal 
use,  and  he  would  not  therefore  take  up 
their  time  further  upon  the  subject. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Earl  Baihurst  suggested,  that  as  it  was 
of  importance  to  pass  the  Bill  without 
delay,  the  House  might  probably  be  in- 
duced to  negative  the  commitment. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  anxious  that 
not  the  slightest  obstacle  should  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  this  Bill, 
which  he  thought  it  was  essential  to  pass 
without  the  least  delay. 

The  commitment  was  then  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  Noocmber  22. 

Insolvent  FoaEicNERs.]  Sir  Samuel 
JtomUhf  presented  a  petition  from  certain 
foreigners  confined  in  the  Fleet  prison, 
and  in  the  King's- bench,  praying  that  the 
beneGt  of  the  Insolvent  Act  should  be  ex- 
tended to  them.  Tiiey  hoped  that  the 
House  would  be  the  more  inclined  to  view 
their  case  with  favour,  from  the  consi- 
deration that  they  were  the  subjects  of 
other  countries,  where  they  would  not 
have  been  exposed  to  such  severity  of 
treatment.  As  he  understood  that  the 
Act,  passed  in  the  last  session,  was  to  be 
sufiisred  to  expire^  be  perbsps  owed  some 
apology  to  the  House  for  presenting  a 
petition,  claiming  the  benefit  of  an  Act 
which  was  about  to  expire.  He  had  really 
been  surprised^  at  hearing  that  the  Act 
was  impossible  to  be  carried  into-execu- 
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tion*  He  believed  that  it  had  not  been 
tried  yet,  and  that  the  first  sitting  of  the 
judge  appointed  under  it  would  be  next 
Friday.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
there  had  been  any  attempt  to  carry  it 
into  execution  in  Ireland  ?  He  bad  heard 
a  great  deal  of  the  complex  machinery  of 
this  Act,  which  made  its  execution  im- 
possible. He  could  not  believe  that  the 
difficulties  were  so  great  as  had  been  re- 
presented. Afl  to  what  was  called  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill,  it  had  been  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who 
originated  the  Bill.  As  his  ideas,  in  thia 
respect,  had  been  acouieaced  in  by  the 
very  highest  authorities  of  the  law  in 
amother  place,  be  had  made  no  opposition 
to  it.  He  felt,  however,  convinced,  that 
there  could  not  be  any  such  faults  in  tbo 
machinery  of  the  Bill,  as  it  would  not  be 
easy  for  parliament  to  provide  remediei 
for. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  if  he  did  not 
bring  forward  the  Bill  for  the  speedy  dis- 
charge of  the  insolvent  debtors,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  state  his  reasons  shortly. 
He  never  had  intended  to  repeal  the  pre- 
sent Bill ;  bat  he  wished  to  give  a  con* 
current  jurisdiction  to  the  quarter  sessions, 
for  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  object 
of  it.  He  wished  much  that  the  Bill 
should  be  fairly  tried ;  but  he  was  afraid 
that  he  might  be  doing  an  injury  instead 
of  a  service  to  those  insolvent  debtors  who 
expected  a  speedy  discharge,  if  he-  wer^ 
to  bring  in  a  BiU  now,  which  might  not 
be  passed  in  the  present  session. 

The  Ailormy  General  assured  the  boo. 
gentleman,  that  there  would  be  no  time 
lost  in  considering  how  to  relieve  the  insol- 
vent debtors.  He  thought  it  was  likely 
that  this  day  would  not  pass  without  a  mo* 
lion  being  made  by  a  noble  lord  iii 
another  place. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  saying, 
it  was  not  regular  to  rtfer  to  the  supposed 
proceedings  of  the  other  House.] 

The  Aiionuy  Getytrnl  then  observed, 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  say,  he  was 
assured  that  a  measure  affording  speedy 
relief  to  the  persons  who  were  aggrieved 
by  the  delay  under  the  present  Act,  was 
in  preparation,  and  would  be  passed  be- 
fore the  recess.  For  himself,  be  did  not 
find  that  there  was  any  thing  objec- 
tionable in  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  <uid 
if  time  were  given,  he  conceived  it  might 
be  made  a  very  wholesome  law.  But  he 
agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  some- 
I  thing  immediately,  and  for  that  reason  lie 
I      (N) 
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was  anxioiifl  (hat  foiBe  temporary  expe^ 
dient  should  be  devised  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Lockkart  postponed  bringing  for- 
ward his  motion  on  the  subject  till 
Monday. 

Hellestone  Election.]  Or  the  order 
of  the  day  for  considering  the  Hellestone 
Election  Bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Home  (member  for  Hellestone)  rose 
and  said,  he  should  feel  it  a  dereliction  of 
his  duty  to  himself  as  well  as  his  consti- 
tnents,  if  he  did  not  state  his  objections  to 
the  present  measare.  In  doing  so,  however, 
ht  acted  solely  from  the  individual  convic- 
tion of  his  own  mind,  without  concert 
with  any  persons  in  or  out  of  the  borough. 
The  borough  of  Hellestone  had  been  lon^  in 
poesession  of  the  exclusive  right  of  sending 
two  members  to  parliameat ;  a  right  not 
arising  out  of  any  usurpation  on  the  pri- 
vileges of  others,  or  in  prejudice  to  them  ; 
but  arising  out  of  the  law  and  constitution 
of  the  country,  and  standing  on  the  tame 
basis  as  the  best  and  most  sacred  of  our 
institntiona,  or  as  the  right  and  authority 
of  that  House.  It  waa  natural,  then,  for 
the  burgesses  of  Hellestone,  and  in  some 
measure  a  doty  incumbent  on  thejD>  to 
make  a  struggle  for  the  preservation  of 
•uch  a  right.  He  was  at  the  same  time 
not  insensible,  that  this  privilege  was  the 
last  which  ought  to  be  considered  as  pri- 
vate property  ;  that  it  had  high  and  im- 
portant duties  connected  with  it;  and 
that  if  any  gross  abuse  were  proved  in  the 
discharge  of  those  duties,  it  was  then  the 
business  of  parliament  to  interfere  and 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  corruption,  pro- 
vided the  municipal  law  did  not  reach 
the  evil.  It  would,  however,  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  proceed  cautiously,  on  the 
fullest  evidence,  and  to  take  care  that  in 
aiming  to  secure  the  purity  of  election, 
they  did  not  destroy  that  which  was  the 
foundation  of  it,  the  elective  franchise 
itself.  This  Bill  might  form  a  precedent 
by  which  hereafter,  in  times  of  fection 
and  turbulence,  or  of  extreme  corruption, 
rather  the  quality  of  the  members  returned, 
than  the  corruption  attending  their  return, 
might  be  made  the  ground  of  similar  dis- 
qualifications. Thus  far  his  remarks  were 
general :  he  would  now  proceed  to  apply 
them  more  particularly  to  the  Bill  in 
question.  This  Bill  stood  upon  the  ground 
of  the  special  Report  only,  or  of  that  and 
the  evidence  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the 
House.  Now  the  terms  of  the  Report  stated, 
that  there  bad  aubiisted  a  certain  illegal 
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agreement  between  a  noble  duke  and  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Hellestone,  with  regard  to  tM  re* 
turn  of  member's  to  serve  for  that  boroogb. 
And  he  understood,  that  the  comnitlc« 
had  in  this  case  inserted  the  word  *  illegal,' 
purposely  to  exclude  the  word  '  corrupt*' 
which  they  did  not  think  applicable  to 
the  transaction.  There  were  three  viewa 
under  which  the  subject  might  be  viewed : 
— 1.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  offence. 
Q,  Who  were  the  offenders.  3.  The  pa* 
nishment.  With  respect  to  the  firat,  the 
committee  having  decided  that  the  agreo* 
meat  was  illegal  in  its  nature,  thia  alone' 
was  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  shmild  not 
be  referred  to  parliament;  for  if  tbo 
transaction  was  illegal,  there  waa  a  fegnl 
remedy,  and  an  adequate  puniahmcnt  for 
it :  any  thing  more  must  be  uojnat.  To 
go  beside  the  law,  would  be  an  irregnla* 
^'y  •  ^  go  beyond  it,  an  act  of  oppreaaton. 
But  granting  that  the  offence  waa  greats 
and  the  punishment  deserved,  yet  ho 
would  contend  that  it  ought  not  to  bo  in- 
flicted on  the  present  parties.  If  the  ma- 
jority  of  members  of  the  corporatioa  of 
Hellestone  had  offended,  that  waaoojoii 
ground  why  the  whole  body  abooM  bo 
disfranchised.  The  corporation  aclod  aa 
trustees  for  the  borough ;  they  wore  iho 
organs  and  depositaries  of  its  intereii;  wm 
unnamed  majority  of  them  had  aboaeA 
their  trust,  and  disregarded  theinteroaiaof 
the  inhabitants-— ergo,  what?  Kd  that 
the  offenders  should  be  punished,  but  thoae 
against  whom  the  offence  had  been  ceaa« 
mitted,  the  people  of  Hellestone,  who 
were  the  6rst  persons  that  had  suffered  by 
this  violation  of  the  law.  n  After  again 
disclaiming  any  personal  communicaiioa 
with  those  who  were  interested  m  ihe 
Bill,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentfemao  coo-^ 
eluded  with  expressing  his  decided  diaap« 
probation  of  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslcfto  complimented  tbo 
last  speaker  on  the  delicacy  and  diaciotiea 
with  which,  in  the  difficult  sitoatioB  m 
which  he  was  placed,  he  had  treated  the 
question.  But  in  all  the  argumenta  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  he  was  so  OB* 
fortunate  as  to  differ  from  him.  The  Re* 
port,  indeed,  stated,  that  the  transactiom 
was  illegal ;  but  it  also  went  on  to  ataie^ 
that  it  was  one  contrary  to  the  law  of  par^ 
liament,  and  to  the  purity  of  election.  *  If 
this  then  was  not  a  case  in  which  it  waa 
proper  for  parliament  to  interfere,  he  did 
not  know  what  was.  He  also  difierod 
from  the  learned  member,  who  teemed  %m 


•uppote  that  Ibis  electivt  Dranchiat 
held  by  tht  corporation  for  the  benefit  of 
tbe  people  of  HeUeetone,  but  in  hie  opi» 
iiioB  it  was  belli  for  tbe  benefit  of  tbe 
people  of  England.  Bui  it  wai  taid,  we 
iiad  panished  tbe  wbole  body  iot  tbe  oi» 
fence  of  tbe  majority  only.  Tbis^  bowcver, 
was  unavoidable.  We  bad  ponoed  oniy 
lbe<oaaiinonoo<iiae.  It  was  not  in  a  tingle 
inttance,  in  tbe  last  election  only«  that  ibe 
most  unwarrantable  abases  and  cormption 
bad  taken  place ;  but  a  regular  system 
bad  been  long  pursned,  by  wbidn  tbe 
right  and  independence  of  election  had 
been  bartered  away»  to    secure    certain 

Kofitabie  enemptions  for  the  town  and 
rough  of  Hellestone.  What  then  could 
be  more  just  Hian  to  take  away  a  right 
which  was  placed  in  such  improper  hands  ? 
From  the  whole  eridenoe  it  appeared,  that 
they  nerer  discorered  the  slightest  anxiety 
to  know  what  members  were  to  be  return* 
ed  for  them,  but  only  to  know  whether 
the  wages  of  their  corruption  would  be 
paid.  It  did  not  follow  because  the  of- 
fence was  illegal^  that  the  punishment  an- 
nexed to  it  by  Itfw  was  adequate.  It  was 
tbe  object  of  the  legislature  not  merely  to 
punish  tbe  ofience,  but  to  provide  against 
the  recurrence  of  it  in  foture ;  and  for  this 
purpose  he  thought  some  such  enactment 
as  the  present  highly  expedient  and  ne- 
cessary. 
The  Bill  was  then  t«ad  a  second  time. 
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Ihsolvint Debtors.]  hard  Eiknbordtigk 
rose  to  propose  his  promised  Bill  for  the 
more  speedy  liberation  of  insolvent 
debtors.  He  adverted  to  the  great  num- 
bers who  were  at  present  in  confinement, 
•nd  in  earnest  expectation  of  a  speedy  re- 
lief ander  tbe  existing  Bill ;  which  hopes, 
it  appeared  practically,  were  in  no  small 
degree  disappointed.  In  such  a  nloation 
many  must  much  longer  continue,  if  some 
remedial  measure  were  not  speedily  pro* 
duoed.  After  ad? erting  to  what  he  had 
mentioned  on  a  former  day,  he  observed, 
that  the  measure  which  be  was  about  to 
fubmit  to  their  fordships,  in  consequence, 
would  go  to  the  repeal  of  tbe  existing  Act, 
and  would  in  other  respects  proceed  upon 
«  principle  of  a  former  Insolvent  Act 
passed  in  tbe  reign  of  bis  Majesty,  which 
provided  for  tbe  discharge  of  all  persons 
in  confinement,  withoat  limitation  to  the 
lium;  and  to  give  all  those  who  had  al- 


ready givfn  notices  under  the  existing 
Bill,  the  benefits  of  the  Act  which  be  now 
profMsed.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  un- 
seemly to  dwell  upon  the  difficulties  which 
peculiarly  bekmged  4o  the  present  Act. 
Bat  it  was  evidently  found  defective  in 
many  points  of  view^  and  impracticable  as 
to  speedy  oxecution.  The  Bill  now  pro* 
posed  would  go  in  a  great  measure  to  ob- 
viate  these  defects ;  but  it  differed  from 
asany  recent  Insolvent  Bills,  with  respect 
to  the  limitation  of  sum.  Two  Acts  could 
not  properly  be  in  execution  lor  the  same 
legislaUve  fMrpose;  it  would,  however,  be 
isr  tbe  oonsideration  of  their  lordships  to 
decide  which  of  the  two  measures  were 
preferable.  In  this  view,  he  should  pro- 
pose that  the  Bill  be  now  presemed  be 
read  a  first  thne,  and  ptinted  for  the  use  of 
tbe  House.  The  Bill  was  accordingly 
read  a  first  time,  and  nnrported  to  be  for 
tbe  relief  of  ineolvent  debtors  in  England, 
Ac. 

Lord  Redetdale  said,  it  was  but  very  re- 
cently that  he  had  received  information 
of  what  bad  passed  in  the  House  respect- 
ing the  Act  of  last  session,  which  he  bad 
the  honour  to  propose.    With  respect  to 
that  measure,  it  would,  in  bis  opinion,  be 
preferable  to  suggest  amendments  apply- 
ing to  its  particular  difficulties;    as  be 
thought  the  Act  was  of  considerable  im- 
portance, and,  so  amended,  would  be  fully 
capable  of  execution. — Such  also  was  tbe 
I  opinion  of  tbe  learned  and  respectable 
j  person  who  was  appointed  to  superintend 
and  direct  its  execution.     The   several 
cases  whiah  were  already  disposed   of, 
folly  proved  its  practicability.  He  under- 
stood there  were  opwardsof  SOOorders  made 
upon  different  petitions,  which  had  been 
considered.    That  there  were  cases  upon 
which  no  common  degree  of  difficulty  oc- 
curred, he  believed ;    but  he  was  con- 
vinced those  difficulties  were  capable  of 
removal,  though  some  would  require  a 
great  deal  of  consideration.     In  former 
Acts,  from  the  mode  in  which  they  wera 
executed,  great  facilities  were  suiiered  to 
obtain,  and  which  may  account  for  tbe 
speedy  disposal  of  cases.    The  strict  in- 
vestigation which  the  existing  Act  called 
for,  precluded  such  practices.  The  princi- 
pal difficulty  which  seemed  to  obtain  in  tbe 
present  Act,  respected  tbe  notices;    and 
the  principle  on  which  these  were  pro- 
vided  for,  was  borrowed  from  the  long 
established  law  of  Scotland,  and  also  of 
Holland,  both  of  which  were  founded  on 
the  principle  of  the  Roman  law.    AU 
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these  required  notices  to  be  given ;    and 
any  permanent  general  system,  founded  on 
€ucb  a  principle,  must  be  accunipanied  by 
a  process  of  the  kind.     The  number  of 
debtors  now  in  confinement  appeared  to 
fcim  very  extraordinary,  especially  when 
he   considered    the    great    numbers   dis- 
charged under  preceding  Insolvent  Acts. 
There  must  be  some  commensurate  consi- 
deration to    produce   it  at   the   moment. 
Their  lordships  may  conceive  the  situation 
of  the  creditors  oF  persons  who  contract 
debts   to   an   immense   amount,   and    are 
thrown  into  prisons  under  the  expectation 
of  a  speedy  liberation  through  an  Insolvent 
Act.     The  debts  of  such  persons  he  un- 
derstood   amounted   to   several    millions. 
There  were  notoriously  great  numbers  who 
contrived  to  live  without  any  visible  means 
of  support,  save  upon  the  plunder  of  those 
who  unwarily  afforded  them  credit.  From 
Jtbosc  whom  he  had  conversed  with  on  the 
subject,  he  learned  that  hundreds  of  no* 
tices  were  brought  by  persons  who  were 
employed  under  former  Acts  for  the  like 
purpose,  80  very  informal  and  inadequate, 
that  they  could  not  be  proceeded  upon. 
As  long  as  the  practice  of  temporary  In- 
solvent Acts  was  suffered,  the  gaols  would 
be  full  of  persons  clamorous  for  speedy 
liberation ;  one  cause  of  which  was,  the 
facile  manner  in  which  discharges  were 
procured    under   many    former  Insolvent 
Acts.     The  existing  Act  proceeded  upon 
a  very  different  principle,  and  was   pro- 
posed to  be  executed  in  a  very  different 
manner.     From  what   he   had   observed, 
the  measure  was,  in  bis  mind,  good  in 
itself,  and  in   its  principle ;  whether  all 
its  machinery  was  the  best  adapted  for  its 
purpose,  wns  another  consideration.     The 
principle  of  the  cessio  bonorum,  on  which 
the  Act  chiefly  proceeded,  was  in  other 
countries  executed  by  the  supreme  courts 
of  justice  ;  and  such  was  the  original  idea 
with  himself;    but  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  great  pressure  of  business  upon  the 
presrnt  courts  in  this  country,  which  ren- 
dered the  measure  of  a  separate  jurisdic- 
tion  necessary.     After  some  further  re- 
marks upon  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
the  exisiMig  Act,  he  submitted  to  his  noble 
and  learned  friend,  whether  it  would  not 
be  prrforable  to  proceed  tu  the  amend- 
ment of  the  present  Act,  and  to  apply  a 
separate  remedy  so  as  to  meet  the  imme- 
diate pressure  from  the  immense  number 
of  applicants,  and   to  aflbrd  them  such 
benefit  as  was  aflorded  by  the  last  Insol- 
vent Debtors  Bill;    at    the    same    time 
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leaving  it  open  to  individaals  to  ttke  the 
benefit  of  the  existing  Act  if  they  tboald 
choose  it;  who,  he  had  pretty  good  grounds 
for  saying,  would  be  no  small  number. 
His  lordship  expressed  his  disapprobation 
of  the  frequent  recurrence  to  temporary 
Insolvent  Acts,  as  highly  prejudicial  in 
their  general  effects ;  and  insisted  on  the 
superior  advantages,    in  every   point  of 
view,  of  establishing  a  permanent  general 
system  upon  the  subject.     He  was  confi- 
dent that  the  defects  of  the  existing  Bill 
might  be  effectually  amended.     It  was  a 
topic  upon  which  much  difference  of  opi- 
nion certainly  existed  ;    and  he  most  ob- 
serve, that  of  the  numerous  suggeftions 
which  were  oflered  to  him,  many  appeared 
to  be   for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
measure,   and   throwing    diflicultiea  and 
perplexities  in  the  way  of  its  legitimate 
object.     Their  care  should  be,  to  guard 
against  the  machinations  and  practices  of 
fraudulent  debtors;  at  the  same  time,  with 
this  principle  in  view,  to  keep  the  gaoUts 
clear  as  they  could.      Numerous  were  the 
individuals  who,  under  the  late  system, 
expected    an:!   endeavoured    to    be   free 
from  all  demands  upon  them,  by  entering 
into  a  gaol.    It  was  incumbent  on  the  le- 
gislature to  counteract  such  a  great,  ac- 
knowledged, and  increasing  evil  ;  to  pre- 
vent the  practices  so  frequently  adopted, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  what  was  vul- 
garly termed  "  whitewashed  !'*    He  hoped 
the  measure  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
would  be  so  framed  as  to  admit  the  execu- 
tion of  the  existing  Act,  as  far  as  the  same 
could  be  done  ;  and  also  to  give  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  Act  a  fair  and  adequate  trial, 
as  to  its  operation  and  effects. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time.  On 
the  question  for  its  being  printed. 

Lord  Holland  took  the  opportunity  to 
observe,  that  in  his  miud^  the  passing  of 
such  a  Bill  in  the  way  proposed  by  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  would  have  the 
appearance  of  completely  stultifying  the 
legislature.  After  what  he  had  heard 
from  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  R.), 
who,  to  his  credit  and  honour,  had  taken 
so  much  pains  upon  the  subject ;  after  tlie 
legislatuie  had  deliberately  sanctioned 
the  principle ;  it  would  be  an  acknow* 
ledgment  that  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, having  a  clear  object  in  view,  which 
had  long  been  accomplished  by  countries 
both  agricultural  and  commercial;  one 
House  especially,  which  could  command 
the  assistance  of  the  twelve  judges,  was  in 
capable  of  carrying  such  object  intoeitciK* 
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iion.  Their  1ord«bips  should  '<  not  Uy 
the  flattering  anctioD  to  their  minds/'  that 
they  obviate<l  the  evils  by  a  recurrence  to 
a  mode  of  legislature  which  proceeded 
npon  a  principle  of  injustice ;  he  meant 
that  of  temporary  Insolvent  Acts  ;  nay, 
if  a  temporary  Bill  passed^  it  might  be 
soon  regarded  as  a  virtual  repeal  of  the 
general  Act.  He  trusted  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  opposite  would  persevere  in 
Jbis  laudable  endeavours,  which  hitherto  re- 
flected so  much  credit  on  him,  and  attempt 
to  remedy  the  defecu  in  the  existing  Act, 
and  to  give  the  country  the  benefits  of  its 
full  execution — an  Act,  against  which,  in 
his  mind,  he  had  heard  nothing  that  might 
not  be  remedied  by  a  Bill  of  amendment 
and  explanation. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  he  was  not 
moved,  by  any  argument  of  his  noble 
friend,  to  think  that  the  House,  by  re- 
ceding from  a  former  error,  would  do  any 
thing  to  stultify  itself.  They  were  not 
yet  so  far  advanced,  that  these  errors 
might  not  be  consistently  removed.  That 
there  were  defects  in  the  Act,  was  gene- 
rally sffreed;  and  it  was  admitted  by  his 
noble  friend,  that  the  sooner  these  were 
amended  the  better.  The  only  difficulty 
was,  as  to  the  mode.  That  which  he  pro- 
posed,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  most 
commodious  form.  He  was  far  from 
friendly  to  Insolvent  Bills ;  but  under  the 
present  circumstances,  where  so  strong  ex- 
pectations were  excited,  it  became  the 
legislature,  which  had  so  pledged  itself, 
to  devise  some  means  by  which  those 
could  be  properly  satisfied.  There  was 
oae  point  which,  he  had  to  observe  to  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  constituted  a 
great  difficulty  in  the  Act ;  namely,  what 
respected  the  Court  of  Appeal.  After 
some  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  Act,  the 
noble  chief  justice  said,  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commissioner,  than  to  render  it  the  sub- 
ject of  appeal,  as  provided  by  the  Act. 
Another  point  was,  that  the  court  should 
have  a  power  of  ubiquity,  and  an  autho- 
rity to  extend  its  jurisdiction  into  difierent 
counties ;  for,  as  it  stood,  those  of  52  were 
crowded  into  one  court;  He  greatly  wished 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  could  reduce 
the  Bill  into  such  a  shape  as  to  be  capable 
of  speedy  execution.  His  object  was,  to 
remove  those  difficulties,  and  remedy  those 
evils,  which  were  so  much  complained  of ; 
and  if  that  were  done,  he  was  the  less  so- 
licitous as  to  the  particular  mode. 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Militia  Sbrvicb  Bill.]  Lord  Bailmrti 
moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Militia 
Service  Bill ;  and,  in  answer  to  a  ques« 
tion  from  the  dnke  of  Norfolk,  stated,  that 
there  were  three  distinct  provisions  ip  the 
Bill:— 1  St.  Those  who  volunteered  into 
the  line  would,  both  officers  and  men,  be 
considered  as  troops  of  the  line,  and  liable , 
to  the  same  extent  of  service.— -2d.  Those 
^ho  volunteered  in  militia  companies  would 
be  formed  into  provisional  battalions  under 
militia  officers,  and  not  to  be  sent  out  of 
Europe.— .3d.  Those  who  volunteered  in 
larger  bodies,  of  3-  Uhs  of  a  regiment,  were 
also  to  be  considered  as  militia,  and  their 
services  not  to  be  extended  beyond  Europe. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  declared  himself 
satisfied,  and  said,  that  ha  would  do  the 
utmost  in  his  power  to  promote  the  object 
of  the  measure. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time^  and 
passed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  Nocemher  23. 

Sir  William  Curtis  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  lo  enable  his  Majesty  to 
accept  the  services  of  a  proportion  of  the 
militia  of  the  city  of  London,  out  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war— Leave  was  granted,  and 
a  committee  appointed. 

Dl'tt  on  Maddbr.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee,  lo  take 
into  consideration  the  Duty  on  Madder, 

The  Chancellor  (^  the  iurcAr^uer  observed, 
that  the  duty,  as  at  present  regulated,  bore 
extremely  hard  on  manufacturers  of  variouf 
descriptions.  It,  therefore,  became  ne- 
cessary, particularly  now,  when  a  variety 
of  new  openings  for  the  trade  of  this 
country  presented  themselves,  that  the 
duty  should  be  regulated.  In  consequence ' 
of  the  fluctuation  in  the  demand  for  this 
article  under  the  present  system,  he  was 
informed,  that  it  varied  in  price,  from  25«. 
to  eight  or  ten  guineas  per  cwt.  It  was 
his  intention  to  propose  a  repeal  of  the 
duty  as  now  collected,  and  to  substitute 
one  ad  valoran.  He  was  aware,  that  the 
latter  mode  sometimes  gave  rise  to  disputes 
betwetfn  the  public  and  the  custom-house 
officer,  as  to  the  value  of  the  article  ;  but 
the  rate  he  should  propose  was  so  mode- 
rate, as  not  to  afford  any  temptation  to  the 
merchant  to  enter  the  article  under  its  real 
worth.  He  should  propose  the  sum  of 
3  per  cent,  on  the  value  ;  and  he  did  not 
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foppose  that  any  pcrion  would  think  it 
irtith  his  while  to  make  a  h\se  entry,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  apart  of  so  trifling 
m  SOB).  But  even  if  the  revenue  were  di- 
minished in  a  smali  degree,  it  was  more 
•material  that  the  important  manufactures- 
^  cotton,  wool,  &c.  should  not  be  ex- 
posed to  ruin  by  the  want  of  this  neces- 
sary article,  than  that  the  feat  of  an  in- 
aignificant  loss  should  induce  them  to  con* 
tiaue  the  present  duty.  He  then  moved 
^-t-^f  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
inittee,  that  the  custom-duty  at  present 
payable  on  the  importation  of  Madder,  do 
cease ;  and,  that  in  lien  of  those  duties 
5^  be  paid  on^very  100/.  worth  of  Madder 
sfi  imported/' 

Both  Resolutions  were  agreed  to.— The 
House  then  resumed. 

Report  from  thb  Committes  of 
Supply.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 
of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the 
Resolutions  which  they  had  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House ;  and  the  same 
•were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House ; 
mnd  are  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  number  of  land 
forces,  not  exceeding  236,497  men  (exclu- 
-sive  6f  the  men  belonging  to  the  regiments 
employed  in  the  territorial  possessions  of 
the  East  India  Company,  the  foreign  corps 
in  British  pay,  and  the  embodied  militia) 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers included,  be  maintained  for  the 
service  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from 
the  25th  of  December  1813,  to  the  24th 
of  December  1814,  both  inclusive,  being 
365  days. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  six  mil- 
lions, be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  ac- 
count, towards  defraying  the  charse  of  his 
Majesty's  land  forces  at  home  and  abroad, 
for  the  year  1814. 

London  Militia.]  Sir  William  Curtis 
brought  in  the  London  Militia  Extended 
Service  Bill,  which  was  read  a  first  tireci 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow. 

Sir  IT.  Cwrtk  then  stated,  that  although 
only  a  proportion  of  the  London  militia 
were  thus  placed  by  the  Bill  at  the  disposal 
t>f  the  country ;  yet,  it  was  the  wish  and 
desire  of  the  good  citisens  of  London,  in 
common  council  assembled,  that  if  govern- 
ment fomd  the  services  of  the  country 
retjuired  it>  they  Might  consider  both  regi- 
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ments  as  theirs.— He  condoded  with  ex- 
pressing the  sealous  ^disposition  of  the 
brave  colonels  by  whom  those  regimenta 
were  commanded,  of  the  officers  and  aaen, 
to  be  foremost  wherever  the  interests  nf 
England  and  the  world  might  demand 
their  exertions.— (Cheering.) 

New  Regulations  in  the  Militia] 
Lord  Ca$ilercagh  was  conscious  that  only 
one  feeling  pervaded  the  House  and  the 
country,  on  the  necessity  of  exertion  at  a* 
propitious  and  so  decisive  a  period,  and 
on  the  propriety  of  arming  govemroent 
with  extraordinary  means. — Any  tfaing, 
which  might  have  a  tendency  to  increatva 
the  disposable  force  of  the  coontry, 
wouldy  therefore,  he  was  certain,  meet 
with  general  approbation.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  further 
regulations,  which,  he  thought,  should  t>e 
adopted  in  the  militia,  without  altering  the 
principle  on  which  that  establishment  wna 
founded.  He  had  no  doubt,  but  the  ends 
and  wishes  of  government  would  be  fnl* 
filled  by  the  additional  amount  of  force 
lately  granted  by  parliament.  But  it 
wonld*  become  a  question  for  them  to  de- 
cide, whether  the  existing  arrangemetiti 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  service  of  tht 
interior,  or  whether  other  more  advantmi* 
geons  dispositions  could  not  be  made  (• 
meet  any  exigency  which  might  possibly 
arise.  As  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  the 
regular  and  local  militias  were,  on  their 
present  footing,  framed  and  organised  in  4 
most  excellent  manner:  but  occasions 
might  occur,  in  which  the  necessity  of 
time  bodies  being  disposable  might  nr* 
gently  be  feH.  He  did  not  intend  to  pro* 
pose  any  alteration  in  their  constirvtion 
and  establishment,  and  would  not  require 
from  them  any  other  service  than  tbet 
which  he  fish  confident  ivould  be  ibend 
consistent  with  their  own  spirit  and  good 
will,  without  any  departure  from  the  niili* 
tia  principle.  The  regulations  which  lie 
should  suggest  embraced  two  heads,  the 
local  and  the  regular  militia.  They  wefe 
not,  if  adopted,  to  be  acted  upon  imme- 
diately  ;  but  he  only  wished  government 
to  have  the  power  of  accepting  extended 
services  from  those  bodies,  should  any 
necessity  arise.  With  respect  to  the  Iocm 
militia,  it  was  liable  to  be  called  into  ae^ 
tion  on  two  services :  in  case  of  rebeflien 
or  of  invasion.  These  were  not  likely 
now  to  happen ;  and  notwithstanding  im 
erant  of  force  made  by  parliament  for 
foreign  serf  ice,  and  the  magnitude  ef-the 
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armies  which  we  maintained  abroad,  yet 
the  internal  strength  of  the  country  was 
placed  on  the  most  satisfactory  and  en- 
couruging  footing.  As  long  as  England 
possessed  her  local  militia  aiMi  yi^ofnaiiry, 
and  Ireland  her  yeomanry,  it  might 
be  said  that  an  army  wu  left  suf* 
Hcient  for  the  defence  of  the  empire. 
When  It  was  seen  what  had  been  achieved 
by  the  Silesian  battaliens  newly  raised, 
and  scarcely  disciplined  (at  least  in  no 
degree  to  be  compared  in  that  respect 
with  our  militia  and  yeomanry),  who 
would  not  feel  confident  in  oor  own  inter- 
nal strength,  and,  with  that  description  of 
force  alone,  secure  against  all  the  attempts 
of  an  external  enemy  ?  It  was  to  be  coo^ 
sidercd,  however,  that  our  country  coo* 
tained  a  large  mass  of  French  prisoners, 
who  coald  not  now  be  properly  guarded 
without  some  new  disposition  oi  our  force. 
It  was  indeed  the  pceotiar  and  strange 
situation  of  the  enemy,  that  ho  had  left 
in  the  hands  of  his  opponents,  in  those  of 
Prussia,  Roseia,  besides  England,  and  shut 
up  in  fortresses,  such  a  number  of  pri- 
soners as  woold  form,  if  collected,  a  larger 
army  than  any  power  in  Eorope  at  present 
possessed.  But,  however  it  might  bocooie 
necessary  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the^  local  militia,  it  would  be  done, 
he  repeated,  with  aa  small  a  departure  aa 
possible  from  the  principle  of  the  institu- 
tion. When  every  voice  in  the  country 
and  in  parliament  agreed  with  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  in  the  propriety  of  increas- 
ing and  exerting  our  force,  when  they 
were  invested  with  the  power  which  that 
unanimous  consent  created,  and  honoured 
with  the  conBdcnce  which  it  displayed,  it 
became  their  duty  more  than  ever  to  re- 
strict their  memsures  within  due  limits, 
and  on  no  occasion  whatever  to  abuse  that 
authority  with  which  they  had  been  arm- 
ed, by  exceeding  the  necessities  of  the 
cast.  When  he  proposed  to  extend  the 
services  of  the  local  militia,  h^  wished  at 
the  same  time  to  limit  them  in  point  of 
time.  Instead  of  performing  28  days  ser- 
vice in  their  own  county,  be  would  ena- 
ble them  to  do  il  in  another,  as  the  exi- 
gency might  require ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose would  BO  extend  the  ptriod  of  their 
service,  as  would  allow  them  to  move 
from  one  county  to  another.  He  thought, 
the  time  for  going  and  returf|tng  included, 
the  whole  need  not  exceed  six  weeks.  If 
compared  with  the  points  to  which  it 
might  be  necessary  to  call  them,  without 
carrying  them  to  such  a  disunce  aa  would 
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be  injufious  to  their  coocemt  and  fami* 
lies,  he  thought  that  period  would  be 
found  sufficient.  This  was  all  that  he 
would  require  from  the  local  nnlitia.  Aa 
to  the  regular  militia,  be  only  wished  the 
crown  to  be  easpowerrd  to  accept  their 
services,  withent  the  limitstious  wbick 
the  law  imposes.  Instead  of  the  prasent 
regalatioa,  by  which  an  interval  of  four 
years  for  the  English,  and.  of  six  for  the 
Irish  militia,  must  intervene  between  the 
march  of  a  regiment  to  either  country  and 
its  return,  he  woold  propose  that  interval 
to  be  reduced  to  one  year,  so  as  to  render 
that  force  still  more  disposable  than  it  now 
was.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  em^ 
ploy  all  the  militia  at  once;  but  as  exi- 
gencies unfolded  themselves,  the  crown 
would  call  on  certain,  regiments,  to  ask 
whether  they  were  disposed  to  extend 
their  services  to  such  paita  where  they 
might  be  needed  ?  There  were  two  other 
points  on  which  he  woold  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  Bills,  and  which,  without  depart- 
ing from  the  principle  of  the  former  mea* 
sure,  he  conceived,  would  give  consider- 
able encouragement  to  the  transfer  of  ser* 
vice  from  the  militia  to  the  line.  The 
first  was,  that  the  previous  years  of  service 
in  the  militia  should  not  be  entirely  lost 
by  any  man  volunteering  into  the  line. 
Service  in  the  West  Indies  counted  in  an 
increased  proportion;  he  would  propose 
that  in  the  militia  to  be  under  an  equality 
with  that  in  the  line,  but  such  as  to  ap- 
proximate the  individual  to  the  advantages 
which  are  obtained  by  length  of  service 
in  the  latter.  The  other  related  to  the 
non-commissioned  officers  in  the  miliiia, 
for  whom  he  thought  parliament  ought 
long  ago  to  have  legislated*  Their  situa- 
tion was  truly  unfortunate.  After  25 
years  service,  a  serjeant  was  either  kept 
in  the  regiment  when  unfit  for  duty,  bv 
the  charity  of  his  colonel ;  or  if  he  retired, 
had  no  other  provision  than  5d.  a  day* 
He  woold  now  propose,  that  any  militia 
Serjeant  volunteering  into  the  line,  shoukl, 
aRer  a  certain  period  of  service,  be 
entitled  to  a  certain  amount  of  pension. 
The  details  as  to  the  rate  of  value  of 
previous  militia  service  in  the  first  case,  or 
the  amount  of  the  pensions  in  the  second, 
he  should  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment to  settle.  There  was  another  class 
whose  situation  he  could  not  contemplate, 
as  it  Was  so  subordinate  and  inferior  to 
the  corresponding  class  in  the  line,  with- 
out astonishment  that  men  of  an  v  abilities 
should  be  found  to  enter  iL    He  meant 
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tbe  surgeons  in  the  militia,  in  whose  favour 
he  would  also  call  on  parliament  to  inter- 
fere, to  approximate  their  situation  to  that 
of  surgeons  in  the  line.  The  last  measure 
he  had  now  to  propose  would  be,  to 
empower  his  Majesty  to  augment  the  60th 
regiment,  principally  composed  of  fo- 
reigiters,  from  seveii,  to  any  number  not 
exceeding  ten  battalions.  This,  he  stated, 
would  be  cheaper  than  forming  two  regi- 
ments of  the  same  description.  His  lord- 
ship concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
-  accept  the  services  of  the  local  militia  out 
of  their  county,  under  certain  restrictive 
regulations. 

'  Mr.  WkUhrcad  had  no  doubt  but  this 
measure  of  the  noble  lord's  originated  in 
the  joyful  event  which  had  just  taken 
place  in  Holland,  and  which  made  him 
desirous  to  employ  a  larger  force  out  of 
this  country,  to  assist  that  nation  to  re- 
cover its  independence.  -Never  did  a 
more  favourable  opportunity,  present  itself 
to  exert  our  whole  strength,  with  more 
confidence  of  success ;  and  the  noble  Jord 
need  not  anticipate  any  opposition  from 
him^  to  a  measure  calculated  to  facilitate 
the  emancipation  of  a  brave  people. 
But  for  the  presence  of  the  French  pri- 
soners, who,  he  sincerely  regretted,  still 
remained  in  this  country,  he  would  say 
that  there  never  was  a  moment  when  less 
force  was  required  to  conduct  the  police 
at  home.  Tranquillity  was  reigning  within 
our  island  ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  abun- 
dant harvest  with  which  Providence  had 
blessed  us,  the  cheapness  of  provisions  re- 
turning with  returning  employment,  would 
maintain  it ;  would  dispel  any  apprehen- 
sion of  its  again  being  disturbed ;  and 
would  convince  men,  that  the  riots  which 
had  some  time  since  alarmed  the. country, 
were,  only  occasioned  by  the  dearness  of 
provisions,  and  the  want  of  employment, 
and  had  therefore  ceased  with  them. 
There  could  be  but  one  voice  in  favour  of 
our  assisting  the  Dutch*  They  had  al- 
ready so  far  succeeded  because  theirs  was 
a  contest  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the  go- 
vernment. Because  it  was  a  contest  of 
the  government  and  not  the  people,  the 
single  battle  of  Jena  had  crushed  the 
Prussian  monarchy.  Because  the  people 
and  not  the  government  now  waged  it ;  the 
Prussian  monarchy  was  restored.  When 
Buonaparte  marched  his  immense  army 
to  the  centre  of  the  Russian  empire,  the 
people  fought,  and  he  was  destroyed.  In 
Sweden,  the  people  bad  rid  themselves^ 
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with  a  bloodless  revolution,  of  an  oppres* 
sive  government,  and  elected  in  its  stead 
that  great  captain,  whom  the  noble  lord 
had  represented  as  the  author  of  the  plana 
of  the  present  campaign.  They  had  se- 
lected a  chief  out  of  the  French  armies, 
where  he  had  learned  to  conquer  him 
under  whom  he  had  served ;  and  to  the 
exertions  of  the  Swedish  people  we  were 
therefore  indebted  for  a  portion  of  the 
great  results  now  qbtained.  The  energies 
of  the  people,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
French  revolution,  had  repelled  the  hosti- 
lities of  invading  nations ;  and  it  was  not 
till,  happily  for  Europe,  the  emperor  of 
France  stretched  those  energies  too  far, 
that  his  power,  under  the  will  of  an  alU 
wise  Providence,  crumbled  in  his  hands. 
It  was  the  people  of  England  that.aaaisted 
all  nations,  and  he  felt  confident  it  would 
continue  to  do  it  with  ail  its  power,  and 
with  universal  spirit  and  satisfaction.  The 
time  of  the  year  was  favourable  to  the 
collection  of  a  large  force,  without  injur- 
ing the  interests  of  the  country.  The 
agricultural  labours  of  the  year  were  ore r  ; 
and  for  a  few  months,  those  men  who  be* 
fore  would  have  been  wanted  to  reap  the. 
harvest  and  cultivate  the  ground,  might 
be  spared  to  assist  in  restoring  the  inde- 
pendofice '  6f' Europe.  In  the  hour  and 
exultation  of  success,  however,  he  wished 
us  not  to  forget  ourselves.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  any  attack  on  the  liberties  of 
the  country  was  intended,  or  that  may 
effort  to  obtain  an  undue  increase  of  in- 
fluence for  the  crown  was  made.  Yet  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  the  present 
events  necessarily  created  a  larger  aug- 
mentation of  influence  than  ever.  He  did 
not  urge  this  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  ^at 
merely  as  an  admonitory  observation* 
Far  from  opposing  it  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, he  consented  to  it ;  he  gave  it 
his  feeble  support,  because  he  thought  it 
necessary  ;  and  however  humble  he  might 
be  as  an  individual,  yet  that  support  was 
valuable,  because  it  was  not  given  blindly, 
but  with  his  eyes  open  to  all  the  inconre-- 
niences  with  which  the  measures  rendered 
necessary  by  events  might  be  attended. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  lord  Castlereagh 
to  bring  in  Bills — to  enable  his  Majesty 
to  accept  the  services  of  the  local  militia 
out  of  their  county,  under  certain  restric* 
tive  regulations— to  amend  the  Intercoorse 
Act  between  England  and  Ireland,  for  the 
purpose  of  permitting  regiments  of  re- 
gular militia  to  volunteer  out.of  their  ro« 
tation«*«nd  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  aog» 
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ment  the  60th  regiment  to  any  number 
not  exceeding  ten  battalions. 
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Wednaday,  November  21. 

Militia  Service.]  The  royal  assent 
%va8  gi?en  by  commission  to  the  Militia 
Service  Bill.  Commissioners,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  lords  Buckinghamshire 
and  Walslngham. 

Clebgy  Penalties  Suspension  Bill.] 
The    Archbishop    of    Canterbury    moved 
the   second   reading    of    the    Bill.     The 
persons  to  whom  this  Bill  related  were, 
1st.'  Those  who,  having  two  livings^  bad 
omitted  to  notify  to  the  bishop  their  non* 
residence  on  one  of  them.     12d.  Those 
who  had  neglected  to  renew  their  licences 
in  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament.    In  re- 
gard to  the  fint  description  of  clergymen, 
the  bishop  had  better  means  of  infprma- 
tion  than  any  that  could  come  from  the 
party    interested.      If   the    two   livings 
were  in  one  diocese,  he  had  obviously 
better  means;    if  they  were  in  separate 
dioceses,  each  of  the  bishops  must  know 
the   fact,   by  communicating  with  each 
other.    As  to  the  other  description    of 
clergymen,  in  many  cases,  no  doubt,  the 
neglect  had   arisen    from     inadvertence, 
rather  than  from  any  culpable  negligence. 
It  could  not  be  expected,  that  all  clergy- 
men should  be  accurately  acquainted  with 
all  the  modern  laws  by  which  they  were 
affected  ;  and  many  of  them  might  think 
that  they  were  protected  by  their  former 
licences,   without    renewal.      He   should 
hope  it  would  appear,   that  all  of  them 
were  of  a  nature  which  would  free  them 
from  the  imputation  of  culpable  negli- 
gence.    They  were  at  times  considerably 
embarrassed  by   the    provisions    of   the 
several  Acts.    The  Act  of  the  6Sd  of  his 
Majesty  required,  that  before  a  licence 
was  given,  the  incumbent  must  have  nomi- 
nated a  curate  to  supply  the  living  :    six 
months  was  allowed  by  the  Act  for  that 
purpose ;  and  yet,  from  the  nature  of  these 
laws,  taken  together,  a  clergyman  might 
be  obliged,  in  order  to  entitle  himself  to  a 
licence,  to  nominate  a  curate  wstanter. 
Clergymen,  however,  who  really  wished  to 
procure  those  for  whose  conduct  they  would 
be  willing  to  become  responsible,  required 
some  time  to  look  about  them,  and  exa* 
mine  into  the  character  of  those  who  ap- 
plied for  the  situation.    A  remarkable  in- 
stance of  this  had  come  under  bis  own  ob* 
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serration,  where  the  liability  to  penalty 

would  be  a  peculiar  hardship :  it  was  that 

of  an  incumbent  who  was  rendered  unable 

to  do  the  duty  of  his  cure  by  severe  illness^ 

and  who  notwithstanding  could  not  have 

a  licence  for  non- residence  until  he  had 

appointed  a  curate;    for  which  he  very 

properly  required  time  to  inquire  into  the 

character  and  qualiiications  of  the  person 

to  be  appointed.      Yet    this    incumbent 

would  be  liable  under  the  Act  to  penalties 

for  non- residence.     Of  the  informer  in 

these  cases  he  wished  to  say  nothing; 

this  person  had  been  secretary  to  the  late 

bishop  of  London,  and  the  present  bishops 

of  Norwich  and  Ely ;  and  in  that  situation 

had  ample  means  of  fixing  upon  his  ob^ 

jects,  and  rendering  his  success  in  suing 

for  penalties  certain.     If  it  were  possible 

to  suppose,-  that  any  individual  in  such  a 

situation    were    profligate  enough,    bovf 

easily  might  he,    by  his  own  conduct^ 

nourish  the  offence,  until  it  was  brought 

to  that  height  which  would  answer  the 

f)urpose  he  had  in  view.  He  trusted  thei^ 
ordships,  under  all  these  circumstances* 
would  consent  to  give  time,  as  proposed  by 
the  Bill ;  and  to  suspend  for  a  period  thq 
actions  which  had  been  thus  commenced. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  expressed  hit 
high  sense  of  the  very  favourable  indul- 
gence granted  to  the  clergy  on  this  occa- 
sion, by  both  Houses  of  the  legislature^ 
It  was  shewn,  however,  to  a  body  of  men 
who  were  not  undeserving  of  it.  ThcL 
community  was  indebted  to  the  exertions 
and  example  of  the  parochial  clergy  for 
not  a  few  of  those  advantages  which,  in  a 
temporal  as  well  as  religious  point  of  view« 
it  enjoyed.  , 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  timen 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  for  Friday* 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  short  petition 
from  Mr.  Wright,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  Bill.  The  petition 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  he  be  heard  by  his  counsel  onFriday« 
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Wednesday,  November  24>. 

Ways  AND  Means.]  The  Chancellor  q^ 
the  Exchequer,  in  a  Committee,  moved 
that  a  sum  of  10  millions  and  a  half  q( 
Exchequer  bills  should  be  issued  for  the 
service  of  Gr^at  Britain.  He  thought  it 
right  to  state,  that  from  the  regular  system 
of  taking  up  the  Exchequer  bills  monthly* 
the  quantity  now  in  circulation  did  ne| 
much  exceed  that  of  January  last. 

(  O ) 
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The  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Lord  Castkreagh  brought  up  the  Bill 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  60th  regiment 
from  seyen'to  ten  battalions;  as  also  the 
!Bill  for  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  the  46tb  of  the  King,  to  Serjeants 
in  the  militia.  He  also  brought  up  the 
Bill*  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  accept  of 
the  voluntary  offers  of  the  local  militia, 
for  an  extension  of  their  services  to  a  time^ 
to  be  limited  ;  and  a  Bill  for  amending 
the  5 1  St  of  the  King,  with  respect  to  the 
interchange  between  the  militias  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

These  several  Bills  were  read  a  first 
lame,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to* 
inonrow. 

Hellestone  Election.]  Mr.  Bankes 
ttioved  the  second  reading  of  the  Helles- 
tone  Election  Bill.  He  then  proposed, 
that  the  blank  in  the  Bill  respecting  the 
amount  of  freehold  which  should  give  a 
qualification  to  vote,  should  be  filled  up, 
by  inserting  ten  pounds.  He  argued  at 
•ome  length  on  the  great  depreciation  of 
money  since  \0  shillings  was  the  qualifi- 
cation fbr^  vote ;  and  thought  it  was  only 
brining  back  the  constitution  to  its  ori- 
^nal  principles,  to  require  such  a  qualifi- 
cation as  would  place  the  elector  above 
the  necessity  of  corruption. 

Mr.  iSt^ni  contended,  that  the  effect  of 
auch  an  alteration  would  be  to  disqualify 
the  many  who  were  the  furthest  removed 
l^om  corruption,  and  give  the  elective 
franchise  to  those  who  were  the  most 
corrupt.  It  was  notorious,  that  in  Corn- 
wall it  was  among  the  most  opulent  that 
corruption  had  taken  the  deepest  root, 
and  established  itself  into  a  system.  He 
believed  that  there  was  not  a  peer  in  Corn- 
wall who  did  not  hold  his  rank  from  cor- 
ruption of  this  sort.  He  was  sure,  how- 
ever, that  the  effect  of  such  an  alteration 
would  only  be,  to  transfer  the  borough  to 
one  or  tvi o  peers  who  could  decidedly  in- 
fluence the  lew  ten-pound  freeholders  to 
whom  k  was  proposed  to  give  the  right  of 
flection  exclusively. 

Mr.  Gratfell  pVeferred  the  qualification 
femaming  at  40<.  to  its  being  altered  to 
to/.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not  mean 
to  allow,  that  all  the  peers  in  Cornwall 
owed  their  rank  to  corruption. 

A  long  conversation  then  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Tremayne,  Mr.  Lockbart,  Mr. 
Sose,  Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  Mr.  H.  Sumner, 
ftnd  other  geoUcmcn^  took  a  part.    It  ap' 
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peared  to  be  the  general  sense  of  the 
House,  that  it  was  better  to  retain  tirat 
which  was  the  common  qualification  re* 
quired  all  over  England. 

Mr.  Bankes's  amendment  was  then  ne« 
gatived,  and  the  blank  filled  up  by  the 
words  *'  forty  shillings." 

On  the  second  paragraph,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Best  observed,  that  as  the  House,  on  ac» 
coun^  of  the  notorious  corruption  practised 
at  this  borough,  thought  proper  todisffsia- 
chise  the  present  electors,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  right  that  the  mayor  sbould 
be  allowed  to  be  the  returning  officer.  In 
all  elections,  it  was  a  matter  of  some  con* 
sequence  who  was  the  returning  officer* 
He  thought  the  sheriflT  should  be  appointed 
the  returning  officer ;  and  there  would 
be  no  more  inconvenience  in  his  execntin^ 
it  by  deputy,  than  the  shenHfe  of  Londoli 
found,  who  were  also  sheriffs  of  Middle** 
sex ;  or  than  the  sheriff  of  Cambridge 
did,  who  was  also  sheriff*  for  Hunting>k 
donsbire. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  then  moved  thai  thio 
clause  be  added  to  the  Bill,  '«  That  the 
sheriff*,  or  the  under-sheriff* of  the  county^ 
should  he  the  returning  officer." 

Mr.  Stcan  was  in  favour  of  the  clause*  . 

Mr.  Bankei  thought  it  was  not  of  im* 
portance  to  alter  the  returning  officer,  elid' 
was  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  mayot 
'  should  continue  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  P.  Grenfeil  opposed  the  clause. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Oiulato  was  decidedlj  til 
favour  of  it. 

After  some  observations,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Hammersley,  Mr.  Tremayne,  and  Mr. 
Lockhart,  the  last  mentioned  genilemaii 
moved,  that  the  part  of  the  clause,  em* 
powering  the  under-sheriff^  to  act  as  tbe 
returning  officer,  should  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  had  no  wish  to  preai 
that  part  of  the  clause,  not  conceirmg  it 
to  be  material  to  his  object. 

The  vfrords— "  or  under-sheriff*,'*  wena 
then  ordered  to  be  left  out;  and  the 
clause,  "  that  the  sheriff*  of  Cornwall,  fbf 
the  time  being,  should  act  as  the  retoming 
officer,"  was  ordered  to  stand  part  of  tlw 
Bill.  The  other  clauses  were  then  gone 
through,  and  (the  House  being  retonedl 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  receifed 
to-morrow. 
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The  Duke  of  Nmf^lk  tM,  thai  he  had 
alwavs  coDtidered  the  ftiakiog  fend  at  the 
chief  anchor  of  our  credit,  and  the  only 
eource  froio  which  we  coold  kick  to  the 
extinctioD  of  the  national  dehl,  which  bad 
been  to  prodigioutljr  accnoialated  (he  did 
not  tay  vnneceaiarily)  within  the  last  20 
years.  Many  thought  that  the  finance 
plan  of  last  year»  of  which  this  Bill  femMid 
a  pajn»  trenched  on  the  principle  of  the 
sinking  fond.  The  noble  lord  of  the 
Treasury  however^  who  certainly  had  coo- 
eidetabie  experience,  had  stated  his  be* 
lief,  that  it  did  not  trench  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  sinking  fond.  All,  therefore, 
agreed,  that  the  principle  was  rigidly  te 
be  adhered  to.  But  it  ought  to  be  kepi  in 
Tiew,  that  thtre  were  many  of  great  know^ 
ledge  and  experience,  who  thooght  that 
Ihe  finance  measure  of  last  year  did  trench 
on  the  sinking  fond  system,  and,  therefore, 
ministers  ought  to  be  cantioas;  for,  how- 
ever  severe  the  taxes  misht  be  for  the 
moment,  the  burthen  ought  to  be  borne 
rather  than  trench  on  the  sinking  fund, 
in  fnturo  loans,  toe,  the  minister  ought, 
aten  at  the  ex  pence  of  temporary  incon- 
venience, to  borrow  in  the  higher  funds; 
fer  the  obvious  reason,  that  the  debt  would 
be  more  easily  discharged  when  they  came 
lo  pay  at  par. 

Lord  iMorfool  said,  that  the  sinking 
fond  system,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt  in 
1786,  waaone  of  the  wisest  meuures  that 
bad  ever  been  adopted  by  parliament. 
He  knew  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  lo  the  nature  of  the  plan  of  last  year ; 
but  he,  and  others  who  thought  with  hiro, 
had  contended,  and  contended  successfully, 
that  it  was  no  violation  of  the  principle  of 
the  sinking  fund ;  and  the  state  of  the  mo- 
ney market,  as  well  as  the  opinions  of 
Ihoas  most  converAni  with  it»  affi>rded  a 
strong  presumption  that  they  were  in  the 
right:  the  loan  had  been  procured  on 
more  favourable  terms  than  when  no  such 
measure  was  in  contemplation,  though  he 
acknowledged  that  this  was  not  a  certain 
criterion,  since  the  Isrms  of  the  loan  might 
be  afifected  by  other  circomstancea.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  was  a  great  advantage, 
that  the  country  had  been  able  to  make 
the  prodiffious  exertions  which  it  had 
lately  made  without  any  addition  to  the 


several  debtors  confined  in  the  King's^ 
bencb  prison,  complaining  of  various  hard-' 
ships  and  grievances  sustained  bv  theu^*. 
Those  statements,  ihe  hon.  member  o^r 
served,  if  true,  contained  much  matter  of. 
serious  charge  against  the  person  or  yw^ 
sons  entrufttMt  with  the  regulation  of  tiM: 
prison.  He  did  nott  however,  mean  Iq^ 
pledge  himself  to  the  accuracy  of  the  aUa» 
gations  set  forth  in  the  Petition  i  neither 
did  he  know  that  they  were  inaccurate* 
In  presenting  it,  he  had  merely  done  whai 
he  conceived  it  was  bis  d«uy  to  do  as  a 
member  of  parliament,— ^Oidiered  tolie  oa 
the  Ubie. 

Ripoatr  raoM  thk  GomiiTvx^  of 
Ways  ano  Mkans.]  Mr.  Uithington  re* 
ported  from  the  committee  of  the  wboln 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  lo  considee 
further  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raiaing  the 
supply  granted  to  his  Mi^Qsty«  the  Re* 
solution  which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  the  Heuve;  and  the  aama  wee 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  if 
aa  follows: 

That, towards  raising  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of  10,500,0001.  bn 
raised,  by  Exchequet  bill^ibr  the  servion 
of  Great  Britain. 


The  Bill  waa  then  read  a  second  time. 

BOU8E  OF   COMMONfi. 

Tkmnd^,  HoMnAtr  26. 
UtjnUbmd  preaested  aPntitioft  from 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Fridc^,  November  26, 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  com* 
mission,  to  the  Malt  Duty ,  Loan,  and  Lacsl 
Token  Bills,  Commissionera*  kirds  Eldon, 
Harrowby  and  Walsiogharo. 

Clbbgt  Bill.]  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley 
and  Mr.  Heath  appeared  for  Mr.  Wrigbt# 
against  the  Clergy  Penalties  Bill ;  the  lat- 
ter not  heard.  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley,  afUr 
shortly  adverting  to  the  Acts  for  compel- 
ling the  residence  of  the  clergy  on  their 
livings,  and  the  great  importance  of  having 
that  object  enforced,  stated,  first,  thai  Mrw 
Wright  had  a  vested  interest  in  the  reaoU 
of  the  actions,  upon  the  same  grounds  thilt 
others  held  their  property.  He  was  in- 
jured by  the  present  Bill:  let,  inasmuch 
as  reports  had  gone  ^road,  that  he  himself 
had  led  the  defendanu  into  the  commission 
of  the  oAnce ;  an  imputation  that  was  in 
some  measure  countenanced  bv  the  pre- 
amble  of  the  Bill,  which  stated  the  pro- 
ceedings to  be  vexatious  Mr.  Wright 
had  made  enquiries  into  the  circumstaneea 
of  each  case,  and  where  (there  iippeared 
jua  a  legaU  bnl  even  a  moral  cscuai»  bad 
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desisted  from  the  action.  He  bad  ex* 
pended  very  considerable  sums  of  money 
in  commencing  these  actions.  He  might 
sustain  the  loss  of  the  fruits  of  the  action, 
by  the  death  of  parlies,  and  also  the 
costs;  and  he  himself  might  die  during 
the  suspension,  and  the  whole  of  the  costs 
•nd  every  thing  else  might  be  lost  to  his 
representatives. 

Lord  EUenborongh  said,  there  ought  to 
be  some  evidence  that  the  actions  had 
been  brought;  persons  might  otherwise 
claim  to  be  heard  at  the  bar,  merely  on 
their  own  allegation  that  they  had  an  in* 
terest.  Had  the  counsel  the  writs  to 
shew,' or' at  least  to  give  in  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  CopUy  stated,  that  they 
had  not  the  writs  ;  but  they  were  ready  to 
proYe  by  the  attorney,  that  the  actions 
were  brought. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  asked,  what  was  the 
number  of  actions  in  all  ? 

Mr.  Serj.  Copley  said,  there  were  about 
200  brought  by  Mr.  Wright,  and  about 
100  more  by  others. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  they  had 
ttothing  to  do  with  those  that  were  brought 
by  Mr.  Wright's  procurement,  but  only 
with  those  brought  by  himself.  These  last 
vrere,  as  to  this  purpose,  alone  his  actions. 

Mr.  Serj.  Copley  md,  he  could  not  state, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  actions  were 
brought  by  Mr.  Wright's  procurement. 
He  knew  nothing  about  them  ;  but  about 
SOO  were  brought  in  Mr.  Wright's  own 
name. 

The  Iiord  Chancellor  said,  that  was  all 
the  House  wanted  to  know. 

Counsel  were  then  ordered  to  withdraw ; 
and  the  Bill  was  committed  and  reported 
without  farther  observation. 


Marine  Muihy  BUI. 
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Friday^  Notember  26. 

The  House  was  summoned  to  the  Lords ; 
where  the  royal  assent  was  given,  by 
commission,  to  the  Loan  Bill,  the  Malt 
Doty  Bill,  and  the  Local  Token  Bill. 

Marine  Mutiny  Bill.]  Ontheques- 
tion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Marine 
Mutiny  Bill, 

Mr.  Bennet,  expressed  some  surprise  at 
this  Bill  being  hurried  through  at  such  an 
early  period  of  the  session. 

Sir  George  Warrender  said,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  marines,  when  serving  on 
shore,  should  be  subject  to  regulations 
similar  to  those  of  the  land  forces,  >  The 


objection  in  point  of  time  would  have  been 
better  when  his  noble  friend  (lord  Castle*^ 
reagh)  moved  the  Annual  Mutiny  Bill. 

Mr.  Manners  Suiton  observed,  that  when 
the  House  had  come  to  the  resolution  of 
the  number  of  men  to  be  voted  for  tbe  ser* 
vice  of  the  year,  it  appeared  almost  a 
matter  of  course,  that  the  Mutiny  Bill 
should  be  brought  in  for  their  regnlation* 

Mr  WhUbreaa  could  by  no  means  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman^ 
tliat  this  was  a  mere  matter  of  course. 
Nothing  but  circumstances  of  a  very- 
peculiar  nature  could  justify  the  highly 
unconstitutional  introduction  of  a  newr 
Mutiny  Bill,  at  a  period  so  premature* 
The  existing  Act  would  not  expire  until 
the  25th  of  March.  It  had  hitherto  been 
the  invariable  practice  not  to  introduce  a 
new  Billf  until  such  a  period  of  the  seuion 
as  would  just  allow  of  its  receiving  the 
royal  assent  before  the  expiration  of  the 
old.  It  was  certainly  easy  to  see,  that 
under  the  existing  circumstances  it  might 
be  convenient  for  parliament  to  give  the 
crown  the  power  which  this  Bill  conveyed 
for  16  months,  instead  of  for  a  year,  as 
usual ;  but  a  distinct  and  good  cause  most 
be  stated  for  so  doing.  If  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman  or  the  noble  lord  opposite  would 
say,  that  under  the  present  circumstancea 
the  approaching  adjournment  might  be  so 
much  extended  as  to  reader  it  a  matter  of 
inconvenience  to  pass  the  new  Bill  before 
the  expiration  of  that  now  in  force,  ho 
would  not  object  to  it ;  but  he  repeated, 
that  something  more  was  necessary  than 
the  explanation  given  by  the  hon.  baronet. 

Lord  Caulereagh  said,  he  was  perfectly 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  general  reason* 
ing  of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  this  subject  ( 
but  he  hoped,  that  under  the  peculiar  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  present  period,  there 
was  nothing  to  rouse  the  jealousy  of  par- 
liament, or  to  induce  them  to  believe  that 
the  crown  wished  to  possess  the  power 
which  this  Bill  conferred  for  any  other 
purpose  than  for  the  sake  of  public  conve* 
nience.  In  the  existing  state  of  affiiirs,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  crown,  that  parlia* 
ment  might  adjourn  to  a  period  so  distant* 
probably  the  beginning  of  March,  SM 
would  render  it  difficult  to  pass  the  new 
Bill  before  tbe  expiration  of  the  old  obo» 
He  was  sure  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  all 
who  heard  him,  would  agree  in  the  expe* 
diency  of  not  running  the  slightest  risk  of 
having  no  law  in  existence  on  this  sub* 
ject.  The  Bill  was  proposed  as  a  matter 
of  esfantial  conieniencej    and  the 
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tion  of  it  coold  not  be  adduced  \n  future 
at  a  precedent,  under  circumstances  of  a 
dissimilar  nature. 

Mr.  tVhiibread  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  tbe  statement  made  by  the  noble 
lord.  All  that  he  was  anxious  about  was, 
that  the  present  practice  should  not  form 
a  precedent,  whicb»  if  it  were  to  pass 
wholly  unnoticed,  it  might  do.  He  should 
not  hate  risen  again,  but  for  a  single  word 
which  bad  dropped  from  tbe  noble  lord  in 
tbe  course  of  his  observations.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  inthe  judgment  of"  the 
crown,"  a  long  adjournment  might  take 
place.  Now,  as  it  was  to  be  an  adjourn- 
ment, not  a  prorogation,  be  did  not  see 
what  the  judgment  or  opinion  of  tbe  crown 
had  to  do  with  it. 

Lord  CattUreagh  replied,  that  it  was  by 
no  mt;an8  inconsistent  with  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  crown  to  communicate  to  par- 
liament the  expediency  of  an  adjournment 
for  any  particular  purpobe ;  which  com- 
munication was  generally  answered  by  an 
adjournment,  as  a  matter  of  course.  All* 
however,  that  he  meant  to  say  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  was,  that  in  the  judgment  of 
tbe  ministers  of  the  crown,  the  general 
state  of  afiairs  was  such,  that  tbe  meeting 
of  parliament,  after  the  recess,  might  be 
deferred  until  a  period  somewhat  later 
than  ordinary. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

East  Inbia  Svgab  Duties,]  Tbe 
House  having,  on  tbe  motion  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  East  India  Sugar 
Duties ; 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer,  in  a 
tone  of  voice  which  would  not  allow 
us  distinctly  to  hear  his  statement,  pro- 
ceeded to  make  the  propositions  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  He  observed, 
that  considerable  alarm  bad  been  ex- 
cited among  tbe  West  India  interest 
on  this  subject,  and  that  it  was  most 
desirable  to  afibrd  that  interest  a  just  pro- 
tection. It  was  bis  intention  to  propose 
such  an  increase  of  the  duties  on  East  In- 
dii  suffar,  as,  compared  with  the  duties  on 
West  India  sugar,  would  make  them  lOf. 
a  cwt.  higher.  That  increase  would  be 
Of.  Od.  a  cwt.;  and  be  considered  that  it 
would  afibrd  a  sufficient  protection  to  the 
West  India  merchant.  This  higher  duty, 
however,  was  to  extend  only  to  a  certain 
price ;  and  when  sugar  should  be  import- 
ed at  60f,  a  cirt*  iho  increaMd  doty,  on 


East  India  sugar  was  to  diminish  U,oq 
every  shilling  of  advanced  price.  He  bad 
communicated  on  the  subjeot  with  tbe 
best  informed  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  ;  and  he  trusted,  that  the  propo* 
sition  which  he  was  about  to  make  would^ 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
be  considered  the  most  expedient  that 
parliament  could  adopt.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving  hb  re* 
solution. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikms  observed,  that  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  might  be  a  very  proper  one  as  it 
regarded  the  dealers  in  sugar;  but  thai 
permission  to  import  East  India  sugar 
would  materially  affect  and  injure  the 
shipping  interest,  by  the  gpreat  encourage* 
ment  that  it  would  afford  to  India-built 
shipping.  He  trusted,  that  the  propo* 
sition  would  not  be  hastily  acceded  to«  but 
that  due  time  would  be  given  for  its  coa« 
sideration. 

Mr.  Bauon  observed,  that  opportunity 
would  be  given  for  its  consideration  dorinc^ 
the  progress  of  the  Bill  through  the 
House. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchamer  said,  that 
tbe  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
had  anticipated  the  observation  he  wae 
about  to  make.  He  allowed,  that  the 
matter  was  of  great  importance,  and  de- 
served serious  consideration.  He  could 
not  think,  however,  with  the  worthy  aU 
derroan,  that  the  shipping  interest  would 
be  materially  affected  by  it,  when  he  con- 
sidered  the'  disadvantages  under  which 
East  India  sugar  must  at  all  events  come 
to  this  country.  It  was  only  brought  as 
a  dead  weight,  and  in  a  certain  degree  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  vessels.  It- 
was  by  general  trade,  and  not  by  the  im« 
portation  of  sugar,  that  tbe  East  India 
shipping  was  augmented. 

M  r.  Marryait  compared  the  freedom  of 
the  East  India  trade  with  tbe  restrictions 
under  which  that  from  the  West  Indies 
laboured.  It  was  a  well  known  fact,  thai 
for  the  last  twenty  years  tbe  West  Indies 
had  supplied  the  mother  country  with 
sugar  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  that  at 
which  it  had  been  manufactured.  Half 
tbe  estates  in  Jamaica  and  the  other 
islands  had  in  consequence  been  sold,  or 
jgnven  up  to  creditors,  within  that  period; 
The  duty  had  fallen  on  tbe  planter,  not 
the  consumer.  It  was  true,  that  hitherto 
ships  iirom  tbe  East  Indies  bad  been  chiefly 
ballasted  with  saltpetre.  But  now  the 
tnde  would  be  open  to  all  adfentarfn; 
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■loti  of  whom,  not  being  abk  to  procore 
talipetre, .  woold  ballast  tbeir  ships  wilh 
aagar,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  West  Indies. 
la  Bengal,  sugar  sold  at  12ff.  a  cwt. ;  in 
the  West  Indies  it  was  SOtf.  being  a  dif- 
feraoee  of  16f.  a  cwt.  in  favoor  of  the 
East  India*  planter.  A  Hindoo  labourer 
(as  had  been  stated  -  in  the  committee  of 
last  session)  cost  but  about  6f.  a  month — a 
West  Indian,  almost  as  much  a  day.  The 
quality  of  the  East  India  sugar  also  was 
axcelient.  It  equalled  the  best  of  Bar- 
badoes  flake ;  and  although  it  was  not 
what  oar  Custom-house  officers  called 
flake  sogar,  he  was  persuaded  that  it  un- 
derwent some  refining  process  in  India. 
On  all  these  considerations,  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  West  India  planters  were 
fairly  entitled  to  retain  the  monopoly  of 
supplying  this  country,  to  which  they 
paid  eirery  species  of  taxation  that  could 
well  be  devised.  To  the  West  Indies,  at 
present,  British  manufactures  to  the  value 
4if  9  or  a  millions  sterling  were  annually 
sported.  In  the  West  India  trade, 
525,000  British  seamen  were  employed. 
To  the  East  Indies  no  manufactures  would 
be  exported;  and  in  the  trade,  Lasoars 
would  be  principally  employed,  to  the  great 
^tcrioration  of  our  naval  force.  In  fact, 
the  East  India  trade  had  never  been  so 
productive  of  hands  'for  the  navy  as  thai 
of  the  West  Indies.  Ships  eng^aged  in  the 
latter  were  obliged  to  take  a  certain  number 
of  apprentices,  in  order  to  make  good  the 
drafts  from  them  to  supply  the  waste  and 
casualties  in  his  Majesty's  navy  :  but  this 
had  not  been  the  case  with  East  Indiamen. 
The  East  Indies  had  ruined  the  West 
Indies  wherever  the  two  trades  had  inter* 
fered.  They  had  destroyed  the  trade  of 
the  West  Indies  in  indigo  and  cotton. 
The  only  staple  commodity  left  to  them 
was  sugar,  and  of  that  he  trusted  they 
would  not  be  deprived. 

Mr.  C  IdU  could  not  allow  that  the  re- 
strictions on  the  trade  of  the  West  Indies 
were  so  great  as  they  had  l>een  represent- 
ed by  the  hon.  gentleman.  They  were 
permitted  to  export  sugar,  cofi&e  and 
cocoa,  to  all  parts  sooth  of  Cape  Finis- 
terre ;  and  the  other  restraints  were  only 
nominal. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aiknu  said,  that,  not« 
withstanding  all  be  had  heard,  he  must 
repeat,  that  the  objections  he  had  before 
iMntianed  still  struck  him  to  be  of  con- 
itderabli  importance.  He  viewed  the 
Bill  with  jealonsy,  and  was  averse  from 
^  neaann.as  vii  aofr  flood j.  lor. he 
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thongbl  it  would  be  the  means  of  raiaing 
the  prioa  of  sugar  on  the  home-consamer; 
and  as  sugar  was  an  article  of  necessity 
already  bearing  a  very  high  price,  any 
further  rise  of  price  must  be  very  saverely 
felt  by  our  manufacturers,  and  all  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people.  He  adverted 
to  the  large  bounty  on  the  exporlatioa  of 
sugar  from  this  country  lo  the  coniinenl, 
which  he  conceived  ought  to  be  dir 
minished. 

The  CkanceUar  qfike  Exchequer  referred 
the  worthy  alderman  to  the  95th  of  tbe 
iCing ;  by  which  it  was  provided,  thai  as 
the  price  of  sugar  increased,  that  booQly 
should  diminish  ;  thereby  making  the  Co* 
reigner  participate  in  the  burden. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  observed,  that  the  states 
ments  and  reasoning  which  the  coqimiltee 
had  hesrd  from  gentlemen  on  both  aides^ 
with  regard  to  this  measure,  but  particu^ 
larly  from  his  hon.  friendjunder  the  gallery 
(Mr.  Marryau),  were  calculated  to  excite 
very  serious  reflections,  into  the  conaiderat 
tion  of  which,  however,  he  did  not  at  pre* 
sent  propose  to  enter  at  any  length.  Still 
he  could  not  help  saying,  ttiat  although  be 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  recommend 
any  proceeding  likely  lo  produce  a  coa^ 
vulsion  in  trade,  or  a  serious  injury  lo  any 
claa  of  merchants, the  main  object  of  le» 
gislative  consideration  being  the  intemaft 
of  the  public,-  he  could  see  no  objection  lo 
the  revision. of  any  commercial  sy^tens 
to  eflTect  that  object.  Into  this  train  of 
reflection  4ie-  was  naturally  .led  by  the 
comparison  which  had  been  drawn  by  bii 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Marry att),  with  respect 
to  the  produce  of  our  West  and  East  Indie 
possessions.  According  to  his  hon«  friendv 
the  produce  of  our  western  colonies  was  in 
every  respect  beaten  out  of  the  market  by 
that  of  the  east,  with  the  exception  only 
of  sugar.  Then  it  would  appear,  that  the 
whole  produce  of  the  West  India  coloniea 
was  a  forced  cultivation,  kept  up  for  siMiie 
sinister  purpose,  merely  to  answer  the  eoda 
of  individuals,  but  by  no  means  with  the 
view  to  cheapen  the  price  to  the  emw 
sumer— to  answer,  the  interest  of  the  pub^ 
lie.  Was  his  hon.  friend  aware  what  m 
onus  he  imposed  upon  himself  by  this  na> 
se'rtion  ?— that  he  liecame  bound  to  punvii 
this  proposition,  that  advaoUges  arosn  In 
this  country  from  the  East  India  mon^ 
poly,  which  more  than  counterbalanced' 
the  admitted  disadvanUge  of  an  enhanced 
price  of  sugar  to  the  public  in  order  lb 
favour  the  West  Indian  produce,  by  gifiag 
it  a  decided  prefMreiioe  .in  oar  aarket^n 
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that  of  the  Eiit»  tt  the  measare  before  the 
committee  proposed.  -  In  dwelling  so 
much  too  upon  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  the  West  India  planter,  by  our 
monopoly,  to  purchase  British  manufac- 
tures, was  his  hon.  friend  prepared  to 
maimain  this  proposition,  that  the  British 
manofactores  were  dearer  than  others,  and 
that  our  cokmista  would  rather  deal  for 
the  others,  if  Ihey  were  not  restrained  by 
the  monopoly  ?  Possibly  his  hon.  friend 
might  undertake  to  sustain  the  proposition ; 
but  obTioosly  the  undertaking  would  not 
be  popular  among  oar  manufacturers,  or 
perhaps  likely  to  succeed.  These  reflec* 
tions  the  hon.  member  said  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  throw  out  for  the  consideration 
of  others ;  and  he  concluded  with  express- 
ing a  hope,  that  the  Bill  which  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  ground  upon  the  Resolution  be- 
fore the  committee,  would  not  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  until  after  the  recess ;  as 
the  fulleiit  time  should  be  a^rded  for  the 
due  examination  of  such  an  important 
meaamre. 

Mr.  Martyatt  said,  he  had  no  doobt, 
that  should  his  hon.  friend,  who  bad  just 
•at  down,  think  proper  to  bring  forward 
any  proposition  with  respect  to  the  com- 
mercial system  of  onr  West  India  colonies, 
the  House  would  willingly  give  it  all  due 
consideration  ;  for  himself  he  should  say, 
that  he'  would  be  most  ready  to  attend 
to  it. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Momdmft  November  29. 

Insolvent  DEaroas.]  Lord  Redesdale 
presented  his  Bill  for  amending  the  Act 
of  last  session,  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors ;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Eileiihorough  moved  the  second 
reading  of  his  temporary  Insolvent  Deb- 
tors' Bill ;  wisbtog  that  it  might  go  through 
this  stage  in  regular  course,  in  order 
that,  in  the  event  of  its  not  being  found 
practicable  to  render  the  Act  of  last  sea- 
aion  effectual  for  iu  object,  this  Bill  might 
pass  before  the  recess. 
^  Lord  Holkmd  remarked  upon  the  incon- 
aistency  of  sanctioning  a  Bill,  professing 
to  repeal  the  Act  of  last  session,  at  the 
same  moment  that  they  entertained  a  Bill 
for  amending  that  Act. 

Lord  Red^tUk  also  observed  upon  the 
inconsistency  of  sanctioning  a  B II,  the 
pt iQcipk  9€  which  waa  lo  repeal  the  Act 
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of  last  session,  whilst  a  Bill  was  before  tb« 
House  to  amend  that  Act.  With  respect 
to  the  difficulties  stated  to  exist  in  the  exe* 
cution  of  the  Act  of  last  sessions,  persona- 
had  been  industriously  employed  to  dis*- 
seminate  objections  which  did  not  exist  in 
point  of  fact,  while  the  difficulties  that  had 
really  occurred  might  be  easily  obviated*- 
His  lordnhip  then  entered  into  a  detail  of 
some  length,  for  the  purpose  Of  shewing' 
the  ease  with  which  the  real  objections  u>' 
the  Act  might  be  got  rid  of,  by  declaring 
and  enacting  the  power  of  the  commis- 
sioner to  remove  from  place  to  place ;  by 
declaring  and  enacting  the  express  obli« 
gation  upon  gaolers  to  bring  up  their  pri«> 
soners  ;  by  appointing  an  officer  to  take 
a  provisional  anignment  of  the  debtor's 
effects,  similar  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  at 
the  sessions;  by  repealing  the  court  of 
appeal ;  by  substituting  a  recogniiance,' 
to  be  |;iven  by  the  debtor  (aa  to  the  MM* 
lity  of  his  future  property,  under  the  di« 
rection  of  the  court),  instead  of  an  engage* 
ment ;  and,  finally,  by  giving  a  discrettoiK 
ary  power  to  the  commissioner  to  autbo*' 
rise  justices  in  quarter  session  to  discharge 
debtors;  reserving  to  himself  to  have  per* 
sons  brought  before  him,  whefe  he  saw  m 
necessity  for  investigation,  which  would 
happen  comparatively  in  but  few  in* 
stances.  This  latter  clause,  if  the  House 
agreed  to  add  it  to  the  Bill  in  a  committee, 
would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  no^le 
and  learned  lord's  temporary  Bill,  without 
the  objections  which  applied  to  all  tem* 
porary  insolvent  AcU.  Under  Acts  of  the 
latter  description,  the  future  property  of 
the  debtor  was  rendered  liable,  but  m  a 
manner  that  rendered  it  only  attachable 
by  bringing  actions ;  and  thus  it  might 
happen,  that  one  creditor  obtaining  exe* 
cution  might  get  all  the  efiecu  of  the 
debtor,  nothing  being  left  for  the  other 
creditors,  while  the  debtor  might  by  this 

f>rocedure  be  ruined.  Under  the  Act  of 
ast  session,  on  the  contrary,  the  futtire 
property  was  only  rendered  liable,  subiect 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  and  thus, 
if  he  attained  the  means,  a  gradual  mode 
of  payment  might  be  resorted  to,  under 
the  authority  of  the  coort,  which  would 
preserve  the  debtor  from  ruin,  and  be 
more  just  to  the  creditor,  in  the  equal  dis« 
tribution  of  funds  for  payment 

Lord  Eileitborougk  was  desirooa  of  ita 
being  distinctly  understood,  that  he  had 
thrown  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Act 
of  the  last  seuion  :  but  on  the  contrary  ho 
had  suggested  many  propesitioQs  for  what 
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he  considered  the  improf  ement  of  it  He 
still  urged  the  second  reading  of  his  Bill, 
that  it  might  be  in  readiness  in  case  it 
could  not  be  found  practicable  effectually 
fto  amend  the  Act  of  last  session. 

Lord  Redesdale  did  not  mean  to  accuse 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  of  throwing 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Act  of  last 
session ;  but  where  some  officers  attended 
the  court,  whilst  oihers  chose  to  disobey 
the  orders  of  the  commissioner,  without 
toigning  any  reason  for  so  doing,  it  was 
clear ihat  a  disposition  existed  somewhere 
to  thwart  the  execution  of  the  Act.  As  to 
the  suggestions  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord»  they  chiefly  related  to  the  form  of 
the  jurisdiction  to 'be  erected. 

The  Lord  Chancelior  was  desirous  of 
giving  ef  ery  possible  assistance  to  render 
effectual  the  act  of  the  legislature.  He 
thought,  however,  that  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  forward  the  temporary  Bill  a  stage, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  available  before 
the  recess,  in  case  they  should  be  unable 
to  agree  upon  a  proper  Bill  for  amending 
the  Act  of  last  session. 

Lord  Holland  was  decidedly  hostile  to 
pressing  a  temporary  Insolvent  Bill  at  the 
present  moment ;  particularly  a '  Bill 
which  stated,  what  had  not  been  proved, 
that  the  Act  of  last  session  had  been  found 
Ineffectual.  It  was  not  his  practice  to  deal 
in  insinuations:  it  might  have  been  by 
accident  that  the  commissioner  was  not 
appointed  till  two  months  after  the  passing 
of  the  Act ;  it  might  have  been  by  acci- 
dent  that  the  marshal  of  the  King's-bench, 
when  the  court  at  length  met,  chose  to 
disobey  the  order  of  the  court,  and  to 
assign  no  reason  for  such  conduct ;  but, 
with  all  the  circumstances  in  view  that 
were  notorious  to  the  public,  it  was  a  little 
too  much  to  say  that  the  Act  had  been 
found  ineffectual ;  particularly  when,  after 
all,  the  difficulties  started  had  been  found, 
to  be  merely  such  as  might  be  easily 
removed. .  He  could  not  consent  to  resort 
to  the  mischievous  principle  of  temporary 
Insolvent  Bills,  when  they  had  the  sound 
principle  of  legislation  before  them  already, 
embodied  in  an  Act  which  only  required 
some  trifling  amendmeuts.  Ii  was  an  ob- 
servation of  Mr.  Home  Tooke's,  when 
aobstituies  were  resorted  to  in  a  time  of 
scarcity  for  fine  floor,  "  Do  not,"  says  he 
to  some  persons,  **  touch  the  barley  brown 
bread  now  offered  to  you  as  a  substitute  ; 
for  if  you  do  you  will  never  get  a  morsel 
of  white  wbeaten  bread  as  long  as  you 
live."    So  he  would  say ;  do  not  resort  to 
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the  mischievous  temporary  palliative  of 
Insolvent  Bills,  when  you  have  the  means 
of  rendering  effectual  an  Act  founded  oo 
a  great  principle  of  legislation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  admitted  that  there 
was  an  irregularity  in  agreeing  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  temporary  Bill  while 
the  amending  Bill  was  in  progress:  but 
still  it  was  necessary  that  the  temporary 
Bill  should  be  in  such  a  state  of  forwarcT" 
ness  as  to  render  it  possible  to  have  it 
passed  before  the  recess,  in  case  the  other 
should  be  found  incapable  of  execution; 
and  therefore  the  irregularity  miut  be  sub* 
mitted  to. 

The  temporary  Bill  of  lord  Ellenborough 
was  then  read  a  second  time,  with  ao 
understanding  that  it  should  be  committed 
on  Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  November  29. 

Lace  and  SrocKiNG-FRAifB  Bilu^ 
Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Addington« 
(hat  the  Bill  for  continuing  the  Act  for 
inflicting  the  punishment  of  death  on  all 
persons  convicted  of  maliciously  breaking 
such  frames,  or  cutting  any  lace  or  stock- 
ings  io  such  frames,  be  read  a  •econ4 
time, 

Mr.  J.  Smith  rose  and  expressed  a  wiab^ 
that  as  peace  and  tranquillity  were  now^ 
and  bad  been  for  a  considerable  time 
back,  completely  restored  in  the  districts 
to  which  the  Act  referred  to  was  originally 
intended  to  apply,  the  severe  penalty 
prescribed  by  that  Act  should  cease.  He 
saw  no  objection  to  a  Bill  for  extending 
to  lace-frames  the  same  provisions  which* 
according  to  an  old  statute,  applied  to 
stocking- frames;  because  otherwise, should 
the  Act  under  consideration  be  repealed 
or  allowed  to  expire,  the  lace-framea 
would  not  enjoy  the  due  protection  of  the 
law.  But  he  had  serious  objections  to  the 
continuance  of  a  law  which  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  saying  was  wholly  ineRec^ 
tive ;  he  knew  frooi  local  observation*  thai 
the  penalty  of  death  had  the  effect  of  in* 
disposing  persons  to  prosecute  for  such 
cffences  as  the  Act  had  in  view,  and  there- 
fore  there  had  been  no  conviction  under 
it.  Much  information  had  indeed  reached 
him  which  fully  satisfied  his  mind  epoQ 
this  subject.  He  would  be  the  last  maa 
in  the  world  to  resist  any  measure  calca« 
lated  to  prevent  such  outrages  as  disturbed 
certain  parts  of  thecountry  when  this  Ad 
was  originally  enacted ;  bat  he  was  then^ 
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as  well  as  at  present^  persuaded,  that  the 
penalty  prescribed  was  too  severe.  He 
was  also  pereuaded,  that  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  those  outrages  were,  as  they 
themselves  had  long  felt,  actuated  by  mere 
delusion;  and  from  (bis  circumstance, 
combined  with  the  communication  which 
he  had  bad  with  the  right  hon.  mover,  he 
was  induced  to  think  that  there  was  no 
reason  whatever  to  apprehend  any  recur- 
rence of  the  outrages  against  which  this 
Bill  proposed  to  provide.  Of  course  there 
was  DO  necessity  for  its  adoption.  But 
even  if  such  outrages  should  unhappily 
recur,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  an 
Act,  imposing  the  penalty  of  transportation 
for  seven  years  upon  the  delinquents, 
would  be  more  effective  in  putting  them 
down,  than  the  Act  which  the  hon.  mover 
proposed  to  coDtinoe. 

Mr.  H.  Addingion  expressed  his  happi- 
ness in  confirming  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  that  tranquillity  was  corn- 
pletely  restored  in  the  districts  alluded  to, 
and  therefore  be  should  be  the  last  person 
to  originate  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. But  6nding  the  Act  in  existence, 
and  aware  of  its  influence  in  putting  down 
an  alarming  disturbance,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  propose  its  continuance,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  prudence  and  precaution,  toffuard 
against  the  possible  recurrence  of  any 
such  outrages,  and  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  operate  tfiierrortfm,  to  prevent  crime. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  added,  that  he 
intended  only  to  move  the  continuance  of 
the  Act  for  one  year  from  the  1st  of  March 
next. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilfy  said,  that  he  could 
not  think  the  House  disposed  to  accede  to 
this  measure  upon  such  grounds  as  were 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  In 
fact  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  of- 
fered any  reason  whatever  to  justify  the 
adoption  of  bis  measure,  but  brought  it 
forward  apparently  as  a  mere  matter  of 
course  ;  and  such  was  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's line  of  proceeding  upon  a  mea- 
iure  of  no  less  importance  than  the  inflic- 
tion of  a  capital  punishment^than  the 
increase  of  our  already  enormous  mass  of 
capiul  oflences.  The'  House,  in  consider- 
ing this  question,  should  bear  in  mind  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Act  refer- 
red to  was  originally  passed.  A  conspi* 
rary  prevailed  in  ceruin  paru  of  the 
country— houses  were  broken  open  in  the 
day-time,  stocking  and  lace  frames  were 
destroyed ;  and  to  meet  those  evils  this 
Act  was  adopted,  by  which  that,  which 

(  VOL.  XXVIL  ) 


before  was  a  simple  felony,  was  rendered 
a  capital  offence.  The  minister  (Mr. 
Perceval)  however,  who  supported  it,  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  also  (Mr.  Ryder), 
declaring  that  the  peculiar  circumstancea 
of  the  crisis  alone  urged  them  to  bring 
forward  such  a  measure,  which  they  by 
no  means  proposed  to  render  permanent^ 
its  continuance  was  limited  to  two  years. 
But  now  that  the  disturbances  which  form- 
ed the  argument  in  support  of  this  Act 
had  so  long  ceased — now  that  tranquillity 
was  completely  restored-— that  the  tempo* 
rary  evil  which  gave  birth  to  the  Act  was 
reinoved— nay,  now  that  tranquillity  wai 
not  only  restored,  but  the  very  caosei 
which  were  known  to  h^ve  occasioned  the 
disturbances  complained  of  were  entirely 
done  away— >when  the  distresses  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  had  totally  dis- 
appeared—when such  a  state  of  tbtngi 
had  arisen,  as  the  most  sanguine  imagina* 
tion  could  not  have  anticipated  at  the 
enactment  of  this  extraordinary  law,  it 
was  proposed  to  extend  its  duration  with* 
out  any  plea  whatever,  either  of  existing 
or  probable  necessity.  The  very  authors 
of  this  law  could  never  have  calculated, 
that  by  or  before  the  1st  of  March,  1814, 
the  distresses  that  gave  rise  to  the  out* 
rages  against  which  they  legislated  would 
so  entirely  disappear,  that  our  old  chan* 
nels  of  commerce  should  be  re-opened— 
that  our  manufactures  should  be  restored, 
and  our  manufacturers  in  full  employment 
— and  under  such  circumstances  where 
could  be  the  occasion  for  continuing  the 
law  under  consideration  ?  He  should  be 
glad  to  hear  from  any  advocate  for  the 
motion,  against  what  description  of  evil 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  provide,  by 
continuing  this  law  beyond  the  1st  of 
March,  1814,  or  what  sort  of  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  its  discontinu- 
tince  ?  If,  then,  no  cause  could  be  auign« 
ed,  he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  that 
the  House  would  consent  to  continue  the 
existence  of  a  capital  punishment  merely 
as  a  measure  of  caution  against  imagining 
a  '  possible'  evil,  as  the  right  hon.  mover 
had  stated.  It  was  admitted,  that  there 
had  been  no  conviction  under  this  Act ; 
but  it  was  foretold  at  the  time  of  its  enact* 
ment,  that  the  severity  of  the  punishment 
of  death  would  serve  to  prevent  prosecu- 
tions ;  therefore  the  Act  was  not  enforced. 
But,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  evil  referred 
to,  or  its  possible  recurrence,  might  be 
fully  provided  against,  as  his  hon.  friend 
behind  him  (Mr.  Smith)   soggested,  by 
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Extending  the  Act  which  applied  to  stock* 
ing-frames  to  lace-frames  also,  with,  how- 
ever, a  mitigated  penalty  in  both  cases. 
With  respect  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
bon.  mofer,  that  although  he  would  not 
originate  the  law  under  consideration,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  propose  its  continu- 
ance, because  he  found  it  upon  the  Statute- 
book  :  it  appeared  to  him  (sir  S.  R.)  of  a 
most  extraordinary  nature,  as  a  general 
notive  for  legislation.  But  as  to  this  par- 
ticular Act,  how  was  the  House  to  view  a 
proposition  calculated  to  put  to  hazard  the 
lives  of  men,  merely  because  an  act  passed 
under  totally  different  circumstances  was 
still  to  be  found  on  the  Statute-book  ?  If 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  felt  so  much 
regard  for  the  value  of  the  statute,  he 
eught  to  have  some  respect  fur  the  opinion 
of  its  authors  ;  and  according  to  that  opi- 
nion, this  statute  ought  to  terminate  in 
March  1814.  But  really,  according  to 
the  kind  of  argument  adduced  by  the 
right  hon.  mover,  this  statute  might  have 
unlimited  duration.  For  although  he 
proposed  its  re-enactment  for  only  one 
year,  the  argument  he  used  in  support  of 
the  proposition,  namely,  the  appearance 
^f  the  Act  on  the  Statute-book,  and  the 
propriety  of  providing  against  any  '  pos- 
sible' disturbance,  might  be  urged  again 
Ml  the  next  year.  The  reasoning  that 
was  held  good  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man might  be  so  deemed  by  those  who 
followed  him  in  office,  and  so  on  in  suc- 
cession. 

Mr.  B,  BathwrU  observed  upon  the 
grounds  alledged  by  the  learned  gentle- 
Bian  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  under  consi- 
deration ;  namely,  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  severity  of  the  punishment 
prescribed  by  the  law.  As  to  the  first 
ground,  the  question  for  the  House  to  de- 
cide was,  whether,  from  the  short  time 
that  had  elapsed  since  the  disturbances 
had  ceased  against  which  the  law  was 
pointed,  it  would  be  prudent  to  repeal  it ; 
Ibr  himself,  he  could  have  no  hesitation  in 
deciding  in  the  negative;  and  he  felt  that 
many  circumstances  might  be  adduced  to 
justify  that  decision.  Then,  as  to  the 
fecond  ground,  it  was  asserted  that  the 
law  was  ineflBcient — that  there  had  been 
no  convictions  under  tt,  because  there  had 
been  no  prosecutions,  in  consequence  of 
tbe  severity  of  the  punishment.  But  no 
facta  were  quoted  to  sustain  this  assertion. 
V,  bowerer,  there  were  no  such  facts, 
which  might'be  doubted,  he  should  still 
fiai^laiD,.tbaidUioflgh  some  men  were 
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prevented  from  prosecuting  by  this  save* 
rity  of  punishment,  he  was  entitled  to 
assume  that  very  many  more  were  pre* 
vented  from  crime  by  the  same  seTerity. 
That  this  law  had  operated  to  prevent 
crime  in  the  disturbed  districts,  he  had 
not  the  least  doubt.  It  was,  indeed,  to  be 
recollected,  that  tranquillity  bad  been  ra« 
stored  in  these  districts  before  any  change 
took  place  in  our  conimercial  circum* 
stances.  To  what  then  was  this  restora- 
tion of  quiet  to  be  attributed,  unless  to  the 
efficient  operation  of  the  law,  and  the  im- 
proved temper  of  the  people  ?  But  to  re- 
turn to  the  allegation  that  this  law  was 
ineffective,  because  there  had  been  oq  con- 
victions under  it,  because  it  was  not  enforc-- 
ed  ;  the  House  miist  remember,  that  at  tbe 
time  this  law  was  under  discussion,'  it  was 
much  dwelt  upon  that  the  Stocking- frame 
Act  had  never  been  enforced*  Now  ei 
the  latter  Act,  which  was  known  to  exist, 
and  prescribed  transportation,  did  not 
operate  to  prevent  crime,  was  it  not  fair 
to  calculate,  that  the  seyerity  of  the  pn* 
nishment  prescribed  by  the  former  oidi, 
by  inspiring  terror,  operate  such  proTea* 
tion  ?  for  the  cessation  of  crime  did  im« 
mediately  follow  such  enactment, 

Mr.  Horner  supported  the  argument  off 
sir  Samuel  Romilly,  illustrating  tbe  seTe- 
rity of  the  law  under  consideration,  by 
stating,  that  even  an  apprentice,  who 
should  wilfully  cut  any  of  bis  (master's 
stockings  or  lace  in  the  frames,  or  any  of 
the  utensils  used  in  the  machinery,  would 
be,  under  this  Act,  liable  to  capital  p«* 
nishment,  without  any  proof  of  confede^ 
racy  or  combination  wbaterer;  while  the 
master  would  be  subject  to  punishment  fiar 
misdemeanor,  if  he  declined  to  prosecate 
the  apprentice  detected  in  such  an  wcU 
Afler  pointing  out  this  case,  which  coold 
not  be  denied,  he  thought  it  unnecesaery 
to  urge  any  farther  argument  against  the 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  a  law,  which  the 
right  hon.  mover  notwithstanding  propee- 
ed  to  continue,  without  even  the  plem  of 
necessity.  There  might  be  circumstaacee 
which  would  render  that  an  offence  at  one 
time,  which  would  be  quite  innocent  at 
another.  An  act  of  parliament  bad  once 
existed  against  drinking  healths,  becenae 
that  was  a  badge  of  hostility  to  the 
crown—- the  sign  of  a  disloyal  coiispiracy« 
The  cutting  of  stockings  or  lace  migM 
two  years  back  be  deemed  a  capital  of* 
fence,  because  such  was  the  conduct  of  m 
dangerous  combination ;  and  yet  aneh 
catting  night  be  consistently  met  al  Ihia 
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4ay  by  a  mQch  leit  severe  punishment, 
becaate    the  combination  had  ceaded  to 
exist.     Indeed,  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
retaining  the  capital  punishment  in  the 
Act  under  consideration.     In  point  of  fact, 
this  Act  had  never  been  enforced  either 
at  the  commission  or  elseirhere,  the  de- 
]in(|uent8  which  the  Act  professed  to  have 
in  view  being  all  met  by  the  old  esta- 
blished laws  of  the  land.     By  that  law 
he  wished  the  country  to  be  governed, 
and  it  was  quite  disarranged  by  such  sta- 
totes  as  that  under  discussion.     Such  sta- 
tutes, indeed,  as  were  too  severe  in  com- 
parison with  the  offence    against  which 
they  professed  to  provide,  only  served  to 
put  the  ingenuity  of  the  judges  in  action, 
in  order  to  evade  them.     Unfortenately 
iuch  statutes  were  to  be  found.    Under  the 
Stabbing  Act,  for  instance,  which  imposed 
a  capital  punishment  upon  any  man  who 
stabbed  another,  even  though  death  did 
not  ensue,  unless  the  other  had  a  weapon 
in  his  hand ;  he  remembered  a  case  in 
wbicb  a  humane  judge  ruled,  that  a  coach- 
man's whip,   held   in  the  left  hand  and 
resting  upon  the  ground,  was  a  weapon 
which  served  to  save  the  prisoner  from 
the  penalty  of  the  Act.     But  how  would 
any  judge  feel,    if   an  apprentice  were 
brought    before   him  under  the  circum- 
atances  he  had  described,  subject  to  the  se- 
vere visitation  of  the  law  under  discussion  ; 
against  the  continuance  of  which,  without 
even  the  shadow  of  necessity,  be  entered 
his  decided  protest  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  b€»i  admitted  the  general 
reasoning  of  the  last  speaker,  but  denied  its 
application  to  the  measure  before  the 
House.  He  said,  the  law  had  been 
found  beneficial,  and  that  was  an  argu- 
ment why  the  House  should  continue  it. 

Mr.  AhtTCfomby  opposed  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Act,  on  the  same  grounds  as 
Mr.  Horner,  and  used  nearly  the  same 
arguments. 

Alderman  C.  Smkh  was  in  fovour  of  the 
Act  being  continued. 

Mr.  CaufUnmf  lamented  the  discussion 
that  had  taken  place,  in  consequence  of 
the  predilection  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man oppctite  (Mr.  H.  Addington)  for  a 
former  measure.  The  Bill  now  would  be- 
come ao  instrument  of  cruelty  against 
many  who  might  be  brought  within 
its  operation,  thougb  originally  directed 
against  a  very  diuerent  description  of 
peraoDfi— thoae  engaged  in  illegal  combi« 
Aatioua.  Nothing  but  neeeuity  coold  jas- 
Hf  w^  a  naanm  ••  the  preaent  \  and 
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the  necesssity  having  ceased,  the  m^aaure 
of  course  ought  not  to  be  revived.  It 
was  now  unnecessary  with  respect  to  those, 
against  whom  it  had  been  generally  di* 
rected,  and  would  be  cruel  and  oppressive 
(o  others. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  admitted,  that  ther* 
no  longer  existed  a  necessity  for  the  mea« 
sure.  The  ofRce,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, carried  on  a  torfesporidence  With 
most  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  in  that> 
correspondence  nothing  had  appeared  that 
called  imperiou«ly  for  the  preaent  Bill ; 
but  from  the  recent  date  of  the  disordera 
for  the  suppression  of  which  the  Bill  bad 
been  enacted,  he  was  led  to  infer,  that  it 
still  ought  to  be  continued,  at  a  mealore 
of  precaution  and  prevention,  which  had- 
originally  been  productive  of  the  moal 
beneficial  effects. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  the  present  time 
was  very  different  from  that  when  the  Bill 
had  been  introduced  into  the  Hoase. 
Conspiracy  anJ  murder,  with  crlnies  ap- 
proaching to  high  treason,  then  prevailed 
in  the  districts  assigned  for  its  operation  ^ 
and  the  penalty  of  death  which  it  im* 
posed  served  sis  a  warning  to  the  country 
at  large.  The  crimes,  however,  which  he 
mentioned,  were  now  all  done  away,  and 
not  a  loom  was  now  unemployed,  unless 
from  want  of  hands  to  work  it.  He  should 
vote  now  against  the  Bill,  for  the  aame 
reason  that  he  had  formerly  voted  for  it.  • 

Mr.  Brown  should  be  guided  by  the 
necessity  uf  the  case,  and  no  necessity^ 
now  existed  ;  he  did  not  choose  to  legis- 
late upon  speculative  grounds* 

Mr.  H,  Addington  disclaimed  any  such 
intention. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  second  reading,  37— -Against  it« 
15— Majority,  22. 

East  India  Trade.]  Lord  CamUreagk 
stated,  that  it  was  essential  to  carrying 
into  iffect  the  Act  of  last  session,  that 
bullion  should  be  found  to  carry  on  the 
trade  with  India;  and  that,  therefore,  n 
trade  must  be  carried  on  with  Asia  and 
Africa,  under  certain  limitations,  particu* 
larly  respecting  the  trade  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean.  At  present,  he  should  steer  clear 
of  the  question  about  India- built  shippings 
reserving  that  as  a  subject  for  future  and 
distinct  consideration.  The  noble  lord 
concluded,  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill,  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom  to  and  from  any  of 
the  countries  within  the  charter  of  the 
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East  India  Company,  and  also  to  other 
countriet  not  comprehended  within  the 
limits  of  that  charter. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  thought,  that 
while  the  Navigation  Act  subsitted,  the 
commerce  of  this  country  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  foreign  competition.— Leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

>  Mutiny  Bill.]  In  the  committee  on 
this  Bill,  the  hon.  Mr.  Bennett  wished  to 
know  if  the  Act,  as  it  at  present  stood,  au- 
thorised solitary  imprisonment  ?  He  knew 
that  that  mode  of  punishment  had  been 
resorted  to,  and  was  inclined  to  believe  it 
had  been  abused. 

Mr.  M,  Suiion  stated,  that  vxry  few  in- 
atances  had  occurred  of  solitary  imprison- 
ment. If,  by  the  Act  as  now  worded, 
courts  martial  had  not  that  power,  they 
ought  to  have  it ;  but  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  term  imprisonment  in- 
cluded all  kinds  of  confinement  whatever. 

Lord  Palmentan  moved  a  clause  to  pre- 
sent persons,  not  authorised,  from  adver- 
tising for  recruits;  which  was  ordered  to 
atand  part  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Bmiitf/  again  rose,  and,  after  alluding 
to  a  number  of  cases  which  had  come  to 
his  knowledge,  of  a  degree  of  severity  and 
cruelty  in  the  infliction  of  corporal  pu- 
nishment, which  made  the  blood  run  cold, 
the  hon.  member  moved  a  clause,  that  any 
officer  attending  the  first  execution  of  a 
aentence,  and  suffering  the  remainder  to 
be  af^rwards  inflicted, should  be  cashiered. 

Sir  Samuel  RomUly  said,  that  he  might 
refer  to  a  high  authority  in  that  House, 
who  had  stated  it  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  il- 
legal to  bring  out  a  man  a  second  time  to 
receive  the  remainder  of  his  punishment, 
afWr  he  had  once  suffered  as  much  pain 
as  human  nature  was  capable  of  enduring. 
Besides,  the  terror  of  this  renewal  of  the 
punishment  was,  he  knew,  often  held  out 
to  compel  the  soldier  to  enter  into  other 
service,  or  what  were  called  the  con- 
demned regiments.  He  hoped  that  a 
country  which  boasted  of  the  mildness  of 
its  punishments,  and  from  which  the 
torture  had' been  long  banished,  would  not 
continue  so  disgraceful  a  practice,  and  that 
the  House  would  receive  some  satisfaction 
on  the  subject.  The  idea  that  this  sen- 
tence could  in  any  case  be  evaded,  in 
consequence  of  such  an  amelioration  of 
the  law,  was  entirely  chimerical,  as  a 
surgeon  constantly  attended  to  see  how 
much  the  soldier  could  bear. 

Lord  i^AlmovMn  dM  not  think  the  ob« 
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jection  so  chimerical  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose: 
he  had  heard  of  several  instances  in  which 
the  deception  had  been  successfully  prac« 
tised. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  said  (in  allusion  to 
what  bad  fallen  from  sir  S.  Romilly  with 
respect  to  himself),  that  he  had  no  heaita* 
tion  in  declaring  his  opinion  of  the  impro« 
priety,  injustice,  and  even  illegality  of 
inflicting  the  second  part  of  a  sentence 
after  the  first  had  really  produced  all  the 
suffering  that  was  intended;  But  be 
thought  it  possible  to  evade  the  punish- 
ment altogether  by  means  of  the  proposed 
clause,  and  therefore  he  should  vote  against 
it.  He  was  not,  he  said,  prepared  for  the 
clause  which  the  hon.  member  bad  aob« 
mitted,  nor,  indeed,  for  the  discossion  of 
the  Bill  at  the  present  moment.  It  waa 
brought  forward  thus  early,  that  it  might 
pass  before  the  recess. 

Sir  Sa9Huel  Romilly  said,  he  had  been 
misconceived  if  he  was  understood .  to 
say,  that  he  knew,  from  any  particalar 
information  in  his  own  possession,  that  the 
practice  had  prevailed,  of  calling  out  men 
to  receive  the  remainder  of  their  punish* 
ment  af\er  as  much  had  been  inflicted  as 
they  could  bear:  what  be  had  asserted 
was,  that  after  receiving  as  many  lashea  aa 
could  with  safety  be  given,  the  threat  of 
undergoing  the  remainder  was  held  oat  to 
compel  them  to  enter  into  particular  kinds 
of  service.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  M.  Sutton)  said  he  shoald 
negative  the  bringing  up  the  clause,  be* 
cause  it  would  retard  the  progreu  of  the 
Bill ;  but  that  argument  only  afforded  mn* 
other  reason  for  not  passing  the  Bill  at 
all,  at  this  unusually  early  period  of  the 
session;  for  it  now  appeared,  that  they 
were  not  only  going  to  pass  a  Mutiny  Bill 
for  a  much  longer  time  than  heretofore, 
but  all  discussion  was  also  to  be  excluded* 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  thought  the  boo* 
and  learned  member's  argument  wouki  be 
much  stronger  if  any  thing  new  were  pro* 
posed  to  be  introduced  into  the  Bill  by 
that  (the  ministerial)  side  of  the  Home;, 
when  it  might  be  urged,  perhaps,  that 
they  were  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of 
the  presumed  state  of  the  House  ;  i^  it 
was  to  that  supposition  alone  that  he  aU 
luded,  when  he  used  the  expression  ad* 
verted  to.  It  should  be  remembered^ 
however,  that  the  Bill  in  Question  would 
not  have  any  operation  till  the  25th  of 
next  March,  and  its  actual  daration  wqnld 
be  no  greater  than  if  paned  at  thalptriioA 
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instead  of  the  present  The  reason  whj 
it  was  now  brought  forward  had  been 
slated  by  bis  noble  friend  on  a  former 
night ;  namely,  that  as  it  was  probable 
political  causes  might  render  it  necessary 
to  extend  the  approaching  adjoamment 
longer  than  customary,  it  woold  be  inez« 
pedient  4o  leare  the  Mutiny  Bill  to  any 
nazard  of  not  being  introduced  in  time 
before  the  existing  one  expired. 

Sir  Samutl  Romilly  was  aware  that  the 
actual  duration  of  the  Bill  could  only  be  a 
year ;  but  then  it  was  a  year  to  commence 
three  months  hence,  and  that  was  a  per- 
feet  noirelty. 

Mr.  Bemom  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  the  present  discussion  bad  arisen  ;  as 
it  would,  at  least,  produce  the  good  e0*ect 
of  communicating  to  the  world  the  decla- 
ration of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, that  it  was  illegal  to  inflict  upon  a 
soldier  the  remainder  of  any  corporal  pu- 
nishment after  he  had  onderffone  as  large 
a  portion  of  it  as  he  coold  endure. 

The  clause  was  then  negati? ed. 
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Mr.  Roie  presented  a  Petition  from  cer- 
tain artisans  and  manufacturers  (including 
employers  and  journeymen)  resident  in  the 
county  of  Ango««  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man stated,  Uiat  he  last  year  presented  a 
petition  from  this  county  different  in  its 
object  from  that  which  he  had  now  the 
honour  to  submit ;  for  the  Petition  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  was  signed 
by  between  6  and  7,000  persons,  prayed 
only  that  the  House  would  make  such  al- 
terations in  the  Act  of  the  6th  of  Eliiabetb, 
as  to  its  wisdom  might  seem  meet.  With 
respect  to  the  measure  before  the  House 
upon  this  subject*  he  should  express  no 
decided  opinion  at  present,  but  resenre 
himself  for  the  debate.  The  clauses  in  the 
statute  of  Elisabeth,  prohibiting  men  from 
following  certain  trades  unless  they  had 
previously  serred  an  apprenticeship,  were, 
DO  doubt,  in  many  cases,  subject  to  very 
serious  objections.  The  courts  of  law^  in- 
deed, were  not  willing  to  countenance 
prosecutions  under  them.  It  had^  in  fact, 
become  exceedingly  unpopular ;  but  yet 
he  felt  and  most  suggest  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  learned  proposer  of  the  mea- 
sure alluded  to  (Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow),  thai 
the  total  repeal  of  these  provisions  would 
be  productive  of  as  much  inconvenience 
US  iu  total  enfcrccmoot.    For  imtanco. 


according  to  these  provisions,  none  were 
permitted  to  practise  as  apothecaries  or 
attomies  without  serving  a  regular  ap* 
prenticeship,  and  so  having  the  opporto* 
nity  of  acquiring  adequate  professional 
skill  ;  but  if  these  provisions  were  re* 
pealed,  low(»  ignorant  and  uninformed 
people  might  undertake  these  professions* 
and  thus  the  repeal  might  become  ma- 
terially injurious  to  the  public.  Again, 
in  many  places  the  service  of  an  appren* 
ticeship  conferred  the  right  of  Totiog«* 
such,  for  instance,  was  the  case  in  the  city 
of  London ;  and  in  some  boroughs  the 
right  of  voting  belonged  exclusively  to 
those  who  had  served  apprenticeships 
within  such  borough  ;  so  that  the  proposed 
repeal  of  the  learned  member  was  liable 
to  many  objections* 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  He  on  tba 
Ubie. 

t 

Feamb  Woaxxas'  Bill.]    Mr.  H.  Ad^^ 
dimgion  moved  the  committal  of  this  Bill.  | 

Mr.  Horner  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whether  it  would  not  be  much  more  ad- 
visable to  abstain  from  farther  proceeding 
upon  this  Bill,  and  to  substitute  another 
measure.  Upon  the  propriety  of  making 
a  great  part  of  that  a  permanent  law 
which  by  this  Bill  it  was  proposed  to 
render  a  temporary  Act,  there  could,  be 
thought,  be  but  little  difference  of  opinion. 
That  the  provisions  of  the  28th  of  the 
King,  applying  to  stocking-frames,  should 
be  extended  to  lace-frames— that  one 
branch  of  trade  shoold  enjoy  the  same 
legal  protection  as  another,  was  obviously 
just  and  necessary.  With  respect  to  the 
extent  of  the  punishoMnt  proposed  in  the 
Bill  before  the  Hoose,  the  learned  gentle^ 
man  re-urged  his  objections  to  it  with 
increased  force,  and  pressed  upon  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  the  proprietv  of 
re-considering  the  subject,  particularly 
as  he  had  sidvanced  no  reason  for  pro- 
longing the  duration  of  such  an  extra- 
ordinary law,  but  that  he  had  found 
it  in  the  Statute-book. — In  consistency^ 
however,  with  the  profisssed  deference  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  Sutute* 
book,  he  ought,  as  he  found  this  law 
expiring,  to  submit  to  its  proKription,  and 
allow  it  to  expire*  The  learned  gentle-, 
man  concludM  with  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  do* 
cline  to  persist  in  a  measure,  the  objecT 
and  poHcY  of  which  was  obviously  nevtr 
meant  to  be  pennaoeQtk 
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'  Mr.  H,  Addmgtan  expressed  his  readi« 
ness  to  attend  to  any  suggestion  from  the 
learned  gentleman,  and  should  propose  to 
more  the  postponement  of  the  committee 
until  Thursday,  in  order  to  afford  time  for 
further  consideration.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  added,  that  the  finding  of  this 
law  upon  the  Statute-book  was  not,  as  the 
learned  gentleman  had  asserted,  his  only 
reason  for  bringing  forward  this  measure  : 
the  recency  of  the  disturbances  against 
which  the  Act  was  originally  pointed, 
being,  as  he  before  stated,  the  principal 
reason  that  influenced  bis  mind. 

The  committal  of  the  Bill  was  postponed 
ontil  Thursday. 

:  Police  Magistrates.]  Mr.  H.  Ad' 
dington,  in  moving  for  a  committee  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  granting  an 
increase  of  salary  to  the  Police  Magis- 
trates, observed,  that  these  meritorious 
officers  had  had  no  advance  of  salary 
since  the  year  1791l>  when  the  salary  of 
each  was  settled  at  400l,  a-year»  which 
sum  was  at  present  obviously  inadequate. 
li  was  clearly  desirable,  that  such  selec* 
tjons  should  be  made  as  to  insure  that 
these  offices  should  be  filled  by  persons  of 
respectability  and  competent  intelligence; 
and  his  noble  relation  at  the  head  of  the 
home  department,  who  was  alive  to  the 
consideration,  concurred  with  him  in 
thinking  that  an  advance  of  salary  to  these 
officers  was  peculiarly  just  and  necessary. 
There  could  indeed,  he  thought,  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
riffht  hon.  gentleman  added  (in  a  tone 
which  we  could  not  distinctly  hear,  but 
as  we  understood  him),  that  the  proposed 
advance'  should  be  such  as  to  raise  the 
salary  of  each  magistrate  to  60()/.  a-year. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee,  it  was  resolved,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Addington,  that  it  is  expedient 
to  make  farther  provisions  to  def(ay  the 
expence  of  the  police  department  in  Mid- 
dlesex and  Surrey,  and  for  the  more  effec- 
tual administration  of  justice  within  the 
said  counties. 

'i'he  House  being  resunled,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

Duties  on  Brandt.]  The  House  hating 
resolved  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Act  of 
the  ^Oth  of  his  present  Majesty  respecting 
duties  on  Brandy ; 

The  Chanceliorofike  Exchequer  observed, 
ikat,  in^conseqtience  of  the  exportation  of 
oar  colonial  and  other  prodooe  u  the 
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enemy's  territory,  under  the  system  of 
licences,  a  quantity  of  brandy  had  among 
other  articles   b^en   imported    in  return^ 
which   brandy  had  been  for  some  tiniQ 
locked  up  in  our  warehouses,  the  home 
consumption  of  it  being  prohibited  by  the 
existing  law;  but  the  object  of  that  law 
having  been  to  secure  our  own  market  to 
colonial  produce,  which  object  was  pecu« 
liarly  warranted  by  circumstances  now  no 
longer  existing,  it  was  not  deemed  incon- 
sistent to  consider  the  case  of  the  ownera 
of  the  brandy  alluded  to,  who  had  now  to 
apply  to  the  indulgence  of  the  legislature 
for    relief.     The    hardship    which    ibead 
owners  suffered  must  be  obvious ;    and  it 
must  be  recollected,  that  in  bringing  the 
brandy  into  this  country  they  procured  a 
vent  for  colonial  produce,  at  a  time  wheis 
that  vent  was  extremely  desirable  for  the 
relief  of  colonial  traders,  who,  from  the 
altered  state  of  Europe,  and  the  conae* 
qoent  multiplication  of  markets  for  their 
commodities,  could  not  materially  aufiec 
by  the  relaxation  of  the  law  which  he  kad 
to    propose.      Besides,     this    relaxation 
would  serve  to  bring  into  the  Exchequer 
no  less  than  1,500,000/.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman    described   his  proposition  aa 
being  to  impose  an  additional  doty  oTtwo 
shillings  a  gallon  upon  the    brandy    aur 
warehoused,  which  addition  would  bring 
the  whole  doty  to  24f.  a  gallon  ;    coose« 
quently  a  decided  advantage  would  atill 
be   secured    to    our  colonial  and    other 
spirits  ;  and  as  the  proposed  arrangemeni 
respecting  brandy  would  be  limited  to  the 
3 1  St  of  March,  those  interested  in  the  cole* 
nial  trade  would  have  lest  reason  to  coom 
plain,  as  the  measure  would  cease  before 
the  arrival  of  their  annual  produce.     Tbtf 
right  hon.  gentleman  having  moved  ao* 
cordingly  ; 

Mr.  Brown  expressed  his  distent  from 
the  proposition,  because  it  inrolved  an  wb* 
solute  violation  of  one'  of  the  first  prin-« 
ciples  of  our  commercial  interest,  whicb 
was  that  of  giving  encouragement  lo  oof 
own  colonial  produce,  to  the  excltfiion  of 
foreign  brandy.  That  such  a  system  off 
encouragement  rested  upon  the  wiaeit 
grounds,  he  thought  a  proposition  quit* 
indisputable ;  and  therefore  the  beat 
course  for  government  and  parliament 
wouki  be,  firmly  to  maintain  that  system* 
He  was  extremely  sorry  then  to  witnem 
the  disposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  depart  from  the  principle  of  that  tyttem* 
]f  the  right  hon.  gentleman  woold  aHoarf 
hioMclf  to  bo  urged  to  fooh  defNMUM  b^ 
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particular  caiet  of  alleged  hardship,  he 
would  fiod  such  cases  so  multiply  upon 
hini»  as  wholly  to  deprive  the  country  of 
the  practical  bene6t  of  the  principle  he 
had  stated.  As  this  question  materially 
affected  f  ery  important  interests,  he  should 
he  glad  to  snow  whether  the  right  hen. 
gentleman's  proposition  had  the  assent  of 
those  interests  ;  because,  if  so,  his  objec- 
tion to  it  would  be  diminished  ?  But  as 
the  case  appeared,  he  could  not  satisfy 
his  mind  without  entering  his  decided 
protest  against  the  motion  ;  as  he  should 
ever  do  against  the  slightest  deviation 
from  a  principle  which  ought,  in  his 
judgment,  to  be  held  sacred. 

Mr.  jRoie  denied  that  the  proposition  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  involve  the  de- 
parture which  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  professed  to  apprehend 
from  the  principle  which  he  maintained ; 
that  principle  was,  to  secure  to  rum  an  ad- 
vantage over  brandy  in  our  home  con- 
sumption; and  did  not  the  very  material 
difference  of  the  duty  on  those  articles 
produce  that  security?  Nay,  would  not 
the  security  be  augmented  by  the  very 
proposition  before  the  committee  ?  for  by 
this  proposition  the  difference  between  the 
duty  on  rum  and  brandy  would  be  still 
farther  increased.  The  duly,  indeed,  on 
brandy  would  by  this  proposition  become 
much  higher  than  it  had  ever  been  be- 
fore. It  could  not  be  unknown  to  the 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  duty  on  foreign 
spirits  had  been  always  greater  than  that 
on  domestic  spirits;  and  therefore  the 
legislature  never  lost  sight  of  the  principle, 
that  every  due  preference  should  be  eiven 
to  our  own  produce.  But  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  principle,  if 
pushed  to  the  extent  which  he  seemed  dis- 
posed to  maintain.  For,  suppose  in  ouj 
commerce  with  friendly  nations  we  were 
to  raise  our  duties  very  high,  with  a  view 
to  the  hon.  gentleman's  principle,  the 
consequence  might  be,  that  they  would  so 
raise  their  duties  in  retaliation,  as  very 
materially  to  injure  our  trade.  As  to  the 
West  India  interest,  he  could  not  see  that 
it  had  any  right  whatever  to  complain  of 
the  proposition  brought  forward  by  his 
hon.  friend ;  for  it  was  through  a  wish  to 
serve  that  interest,  that  the  brandy  al- 
hided  to  was  brought  into  the  country. 
But  with  respect  to  the  hon.  gentleman's 
observation,  that  the  consent  <^  that  inte- 
veat  to  this  measure  ought  to  be  obtained, 
he  could  never  agree  to  the  extraordinary 
principle,  that  that  Uooie  sbottid  not  pro- 


ceed to  legislate  upon  any  subject,  wtth« 
out  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  object  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Protheroe  concurred  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  West  India  inte« 
rest  could  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
his  proposition  ;  but  protested  against  the 
principle,  that  a  consideration  of  revenue 
should  be  preferred  to  that  of  oar  com* 
mercial  interest;  or  that  any  encooragcr 
ment  should  be  given  to  the  produce  of 
the  enemy,  because  such  encouragement 
must  obviously  tend  to  lessen  the  pressure 
of  the  war  upon  him. 

Mr.  Rcue  maintained,  that  no  such  pre- 
ference as  the  hon.  member  had  asserted 
had  at  all  appeared,  particularly  in  thin 
transaction.  If,  indeed,  any  dispoeitioQ 
to  such  preference  existed-*-if  a  solicitude 
for  revenue  were  the  paramount  consi- 
deration of  the  government,  this  brandy 
would  not  have  been  allowed  ao  long  to 
remain  in  the  warehouses. 

Mr.  Brwm,  in  explanation,  slated,  thai 
he  did  not  say  that  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr*  Rose)  argued.  He 
only  said,  that  if  the  parties  interested  m 
this  proposition  approved  of  its  introdue^ 
tion,  his  objection  to  it  would  be  dimi* 
nished. 

Mr.  Marryaii  supported  the  motion; 
and  observed,  that  the  brandy  had  been 
imported  into  this  country  under  the  li- 
cence system ;  the  object  and  policy  of 
which  was,  not  to  encourage  the  produce 
of  the  enemy  (as  the  hon.  member  for 
Bristol  appeared  to  apprehend),  but  f 
promote  the  disposal  of  our  own. 

The  CJkaneeiior  qf  the  Exchequer  wished 
to  be  clearly  understood,  that  the  propo- 
sition before  the  committee  applied  only 
to  the  brandy  already  warehoused,  and 
that  it  was  by  no  means  intended  to  render 
the  measure  permanent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Wednciday^  December  1. 

Insolvent  Dertoks.]  The  Bill  for 
amending  the  Act  of  last  session,  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors  in  England, 
passed  through  a  committee,  and  was  re- 
ported without  amendment. 

On  the  report,  lord  Redesdale  movedl 
some  verbal  amendments*  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  ba 
ingrossed. 

The  Lord  Chancelbr  observed,  with  re» 
spect  ta  lord  Ellenborougb'a  temporary 
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IiisolTedt  Bill,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  raiake  some  alterations  in  it,  in  order 
that  the  two  Bills  might  goon  together; 
and  with  the  view  that  there  might  he  no 
delay  he  motred.  That  the  Standing  Orders 
be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  and 
Friday  ;  so  that  the  temporary  Bill  might, 
if  necessary,  pass  through  two  stages  'in 
one  day,  and  at  all  events  be  passed  on 
Friday. 

Lord  Redesdale  was  of  opinion,  that  his 
amended  Bill  would  remove  all  the  diffi* 
culties  that  had  occurred  in  the  execution 
of  the  Act  of  last  session ;  but  he  acknow- 
ledged that  time  and  experience  could 
alone  render  the  permanent  system  per- 
fect. He  was  therefore  willing  to  agree 
to  the  temporary  Bill,  with  the  alterations 
•uggested,  in  order  that  a  speedy  discharge 
might  take  place  of  the  debtors  at  present 
in  custody;  with  the  thorough  under* 
standing  that  no  temporary  Insolvent  Bill 
would  be  again  resorted  to  by  the  legisla- 
ture. On  the  subject  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted on  a  former  night,  respecting  the 
marshal  of  the  King's- bench  not  having 
obeyed  the  order  of  the  commissioner,  or 
assigned  any  reason  for  such  conduct,  he 
had  been  waited  upon  by  the  marshal, 
who  stated  to  him  that  he  did  send  an 
apology  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer.  He 
(lord  Redesdale)  did  not  think  the  apology 
sufficient;  but  certainly  the  sending  an 
apology  made  an  alteration  in  the  case. 

Lord  Eilenborough  said,  it  was  the  far- 
thest from  his  intention  to  advocate 
the  conduct  of  any  individual  who  dis- 
obeyed the  law ;  but  gaolers  acting  at 
their  own  peril  might  reasonably  enter- 
tain doubts,  until  better  informed,  as  to 
whether  they  might  be  liable  to  an  escape 
for  bringing  up  their  prisoners  under  the 
authority  of  this  court.  He  had»  however, 
no  doubt,  that  under  the  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion, as  it  stood,  they  would  be  completely 
indemnified  in  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  court  constituted  by  the  Act,  and 
the  point  had  been  settled  in  the  court 
of  King's-bench  a  few  days  since  by  a  de- 
cision to  that  effect.  There  could  there- 
fore no  longer  be  any  difficulty  upon  this 
head.  With  respect  to  his  temporary 
Bill,  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  the  altera- 
tions suggested,  in  order  that  the  two  Bills 
might  go  on  together. 

The  Lord  Ckanceihr  stated,  that  he  had 
no  doubt  whatever,  that  gaolers  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  court  consti- 
tuted by  the  Act  of  last  session  would  be 
completely  indemnified  for  any  act  done 
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under,  sncb  authority.  With  respect  to 
the  temporary  Bill,  the  alterations  he  pro* 
posed  to  make  would  be  short ;  in  the  first 
place  to  introduce  a  new  preamble,  that 
there  might  be  nothing  in  it  of  the  repeal 
of  an  Act  which  the  House  had  agreed  to 
amend  ;  and  then  to  add  a  clause  or  two 
to  regulate  the  mode  in  which  persona  who 
had  gone  through  the  forms  under  the 
Act  of  last  session  might  apply  (or  relief 
under  this  Bill.  The  two  Bills  might 
thus  be  passed  together. 

Lord  Holland,  after  the  candour  which 
had  been  displayed,  felt  himself  called 
upon  no  longer  to  oppose  the  temporary 
Bill»  with  the  alterations  suggested  by  th^ 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack. 
With  respect  to  what  he  had  stated  regard- 
ing  the  marshal  of  the  King'a-bench,  he 
had  recieived  a  letter  from  thatgentlemmiy 
mentioning  that  he  had  sent  an  apology  to 
Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer,  for  not  bringing  up 
his  prisoners  as  ordered  ;  the  fact,  there* 
fore,  of  his  having  sent  an  apology^  so  far 
made  an  alteration  in  the  case. 
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,Wednaday»  December  I. 

Lord  Stanley  brought  up  a  petition  from 
several  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  agaiaat 
the  Bill  for  repealing  the  5th  Elizabeth.  *? 

Mr.  Serj.  Otulow  said,  he  by  no  metBt 
rose  to  ol^ject  to  the  petition  being  brooght 
up ;  but  merely  to  observe,  that  he  thought 
much  misapprehension  had  gone  abroad 
respecting  the  Bill  which  he  had  gtvea 
notice  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  to  oq 
this  subject*  If  he  should  receive  per« 
mission  of  the  House  to  bring  in  his  Bill* 
he  could  assure  the  House  and  the  pebliCf 
that  it  had  never  been  within  his  contem- 
plation, to  interfere  in  the  smallest  degree 
with  chartered  rights,  nor  would  it  .mfiect 
those  descriptions  of  persons  who  appear- 
ed to  have  taken  alarm  on  the  subject.  At 
to  attornies,  he  believed  they  did  not  come 
within  the  limits  of  the  5th  Ells.;  for  by 
an  Act  of  Geo.  2,  serving  a  clerkship  m 
five  years  to  any  attorney  regularly  ndm 
mitted  by  the  courts  in  Westminster- ball» 
entitled  any  person  to  practise  the  pm* 
fession ;  and  he  had  always  thought  epo* 
thecaries  were  eexmpted  from  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth.  His  only  aim  in  bringing  in  m 
Bill  on  the  subject,  if  he  should  be  pev* 
mitted  to  do  so,  was,  to  remove  a  greet 
number  of  difficulties  and  inconvenieeciee 
to  which  many  trades  were  liable  firoai 
the  provisions  of  that  Act  ; 
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Mr.  Rose  md,  there  might  be  a  doubt 
whether  attornies  were  within  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth  ;  but  be  thought  apothecaries 
certainly  were ;  for  no  roan  could  act  as 
an  apothecary,  without  having  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Brandy  Duty.]  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
ipittee  upon  the  Brandy  Duty  Act  being 
b/ought  up,  and  a  motion  made,  that  the 
Resolution  of  that  committee  relative  to  an 
additional  war  duty  on  brandy  should  be 
read, 

Mr.  Aldermaa  Atkins  thought  that  the 
duty  upon  brandy  should  be  farther  ad* 
Tanced  at  least  two  shillings  a  gallon ; 
which  would  produce  between  40  and 
50,000/.  to  the  rcTenue,  without  occasion- 
ing any  just  complaint. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acknow- 
ledged the  public  spirit  which  induced  the 
suggestion  of  the  worthy  alderman ;  but 
after  due  consideration,  the  amount  of  the 
advance  which  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  pro- 
pose to  the  House,  was  deemed  sufficient 
under  all  the  circumstances. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  con- 
sidering the  eicpediency  of  an  additional 
allowance  to  magistrates  was  brought  up; 
and  being  agreed  to,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  committee  upon  the  Police  1^11  be  em- 
powered to  make  provision  pursuant  to 
the  said  Resolution. 

East  India  Tradb.]  Lord  Castlereagh 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  East 
India  Trade  Regulation  Bill. 

Mr.  Finlay  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  but  to  submit  some 
observations  upon  the  line  of  policy  to 
which  the  measure  referred.  It  seemed 
extraordinary,  that  the  British  merchants 
were  in  all  cases  upon  at  least  an  equality 
with  foreigners,  excepting  in  places  under 
the  dominion  of  our  India  Company  ;  and 
it  must  strike  every  reflecting  equitable 
man  with  surprize,  that  such  a  system  of 
inequality  should  be  allowed  to  exist  with 
regard  to  territories  acquired  and  main- 
lained  by  British  arms,  in  which  indeed 
io  much  British  capital  was  invested.  B^ 
the  Act  of  last  sessions  it  was,  no  doubt, 

COTided,  that  British  merchants  were  al- 
wed  to  trade  with  India ;    but  under 
very    many  restrictions    and  limitations, 
lirom  which  foreign  merchants  trading  to 
the    East    were  entirely  frea.    The  fo- 
(  VOL.  XXVII.) 
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reigner,  for  instance,  was  at  liberty  to 
trade  Io  India,  in  a  vessel  of  any  size  he 
thought  proper,  and  to  take  his  homef 
cargo  for  sale  to  any  markat  in  Europe  or 
elsewhere.  From  this  advantage,  it  wat 
notorious  that  America  and  other  states 
derived  considerable  benefit.  In  fact,  to 
the  profits  which  it  yielded,  the  meant 
which  America  possessed  of  waging  her 
present  unnatural  war  with  this  country 
might,  in  a  great  measure,  be  attributecl« 
But  he  confessed  himself  quite  unable  W' 
understand  the  grounds  of  such  policy,  at 
would  allow  any  foreigners  to  enioy  ad« 
vantages  of  trade  with  our  own  terrttoriet 
from  which  British  merchants  were  ex« 
eluded^  Yet,  by  the  present  Bill,  it  wat 
proposed  to  sanction  such  exclusion,  by 
prohibiting  British  merchants  from  carry* 
ing  India  produce  to  any  Europeab  ports  | 
while  foreigners,  as  he  before  observed^ 
possessed  that  very  material  advantage^ 
The  disadvantage  of  such  an  arrangement 
to  British  merchants  could  not  be  ^is* 
puted  ;  for  it  was  perfectly  clear,  that  no 
British  merchant  would  bring  East  India 
sugar,  or  other  articles  of  India  produce^ 
to  the  port  of  London,  if  he  were  not  com« 
pelled  to  do  so;  particularly  while  he 
could  dispose  of  such  articles  on  so  much 
better  terms  at  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam^ 
and  other  places,  to  which,  however,  the 
foreign  merchant  was,  under  the  law,  quite 
at  liberty  to  lake  any  Indian  cargo. 
Upon  what  principle,  he  would  ask,  could 
such  a  difference  in  favour  of  the  foreigner 
be  justified  or  excused?  or  why  should 
the  trade  be  thrown  open  to  the  foreigner^ 
while  British  merchants  were  thus  re- 
strained I  If  the  East  Indian  territoriet 
were  governed  upon  the  same  principle  at 
our  western  colonies,  the  British  mer- 
chants would  not  have  the  reason  to  com-  ' 
plain  which  existed  in  this  case ;  because 
here  the  foreigner  was  admitted  to  par- 
ticipate of  a  trade,  on  terms  far  more  ad- 
vantageous than  those  granted  to  the  Bri« 
lish  merchant.  And  the  consequence  of 
this  arrangement  would  be,  that  the  prin« 
cipal  part  of  the  East  India  trade  wat 
likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  foreignertf 
because  it  would  give  them  a  decided  ad- 
vantage in  the  European  markets.  Tbit 
was  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  because  it 
was  a  known  fact,  that  more  of  East  India 
goods  had  in  several  years. been  sold  at 
Hamburgh  and  Copenhagen,  t^an  in  thit 
country.  Therefore  those  who  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  taking  those  goods  to 
the  continental  markets  must  enjoy  a  dt- 

(Q) 
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cided  advantage;  and  yet,  according  to 
the  policy  to  which  the  Bill  before  the 
House  referred,  the  British  merchants 
were  to  be  deprived  of  even  the  chance  of 
competition  in  those  markets.  For  him- 
;9elf,  he  declared  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive any  just  ground  to  prevent  the  prin* 
cipie  of  the  noble  lord's  Bill  from  being 
pushed  farther,  by  allowing  British  mer- 
ehants  to  carry  East  India  produce  to  £u- 
vope,  as  well  as  to  the  other  quarters  spe- 
cified in  the  Bill.  He  could  not  suppose, 
that  such  an  extension  of-  the  principle 
would  receive  opposition  from  any  quarter 
entitled  to  attention ;  for  he  could  not  ap- 
prehend that  the  India  Company  would 
he\  any  jealousy  against  the  proposition, 
or  would  attempt  to  oppose  it.  But  if 
even  such  opposition  should  arise,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  attend  to 
the  claims  of  justice,  and  take  care  that 
British  merchants  should  not  be  excluded 
from  an  advantage  of  trade  with  our  own 
territories.  He  had  reason  to  believe,  that 
an  expectation  generally  prevailed,  that 
British  merchants  would  be  admitted  to 
enjoy  the  advantages  he  had  described, 
by  extending  the  liberal  principle  of  the 
Boble  lord's  Bill;  and  he  hoped  the  noble 
lord  would  be  induced  to  propose  such  an 
extension  before  the  close  of  the  sessions. 
Lord  Coitlereagk  felt  no  hesitation  in 
expressing  his  concurrence  with  the  hon. 
member's  principle,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  throwing  open  to  British  merchants 
every  description  of  our  trade,  that  to  the 
colonies  alone  excepted  ;  those  colonies 
jbaving  their  own  syitem,  upon  the  merits 
of  which  system^  he  did  not  at  present 
think  it  necessary  to  state  any  opinion. 
But  while  he  thus  concurred  with  the  hon. 
member,  he  could  not  think  this  the  pro- 
per time  for  proposing  the  extension  re- 
commended by  him.  Upon  bringing 
fcrward  the  proposition  before  the  House, 
lie  stated  the  reason  on  which  be  acted. 
He  thought  that  as  there  appeared  no  dif- 
lerence  of  opinion  as  to  the  degree  of  ex- 
tension which  his  proposition  had  in  view, 
II  was  desirable  to  have  it  enacted  before 
the  recess  ;  while  the  propriety  of  a  fur- 
ther extension,  which  might  give  rise  to 
controversy,  should  be  postponed  to  a 
more  convenient  period.  For  himself,  he 
was  free  to  declare,  that  he  saw  no  reason 
why  British  merchants  should  not  be  ena- 
bled to  compete  with  foreigners  in  the 
tale  of  Indian  produce  in  any  market 
whatever  ;  and  particularly  in  that  which 
was  iht  qiott  fttaable,  Aaoitly,  the  mar- 
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ket  of  Europe.  This  ability  Britbh  mer« 
chants  could  not  be  expected  to  poasest» 
if  compelled  to  bring  their  cargoes  to  an 
English  port,  while  the  foreigners  %vere  at 
liberty  to  take  a  direct  route  to  any  Ka« 
ropean  market  they  thought  proper* 
When,  therefore,  the  moment  aliould 
come,  that  the  competition  of  foreignera 
in  this  trade  was  to  be  apprehended,  the 
subject  referred  to  by  the  hon.  member 
would  demand  the  immediate  attention  of 
parliament.  But  at  present,  when  no  fo* 
reign  competition  existed,  it  was  deemed 
more  advisable,  on  various  grounds,  thmt 
our  merchants  should  bring  their  ladiea 
cargoes  to  England — should  make  this 
country  the  emporium  of  trade,  and  hence 
to  take  the  Indian  produce  to  the  conti* 
nent,  with  an  assortment  of  other  ariiclee 
of  our  produce  and  manufactore/  and  ao 
prove  advantageous  to  our  general  com* 
m.erce.  If,  however,  America  or  any 
other  state  were  trading  with  the  Baat^ 
there  could  not  be,  in  his  judgment,  snr 
successful  resistance  to  the  hon.  member^ 
principle.  He  trusted  that  the  commerce 
of  foreigners  with  our  eastern  territories 
would  never  be  prohibited ;  but  as  it  wi% 
known  that  America  could  not,  and  that, 
for  reasons  iinnecessary  to  detail,  no  Eu- 
ropean state  was  likely  for  some  tiqae  tn 
engage  in  any  Indian  trade,  it  did  not 
seem  necessary  immediately  to  preia  tbf 
principle  maintained  by  the  hon.  giembor 
to  the  extent  of  his  desire.  When,  how« 
ever,  the  trade  of  foreigners  with  Indi% 
should  be  resumed,  he  had  no  doubt  thni 
parliament  would  be  found  attentive  to 
the  claim  of  the  British  merchant,  md 
that  foreigners  would  not  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  any  such  preference  as  the  lu>n« 
member  so  justly  deprecated. 

Mr.  li-otkcroe  said,  that  he  felt  pmcm* 
iiarly  happy  from  the  statement  oF  ttte 
noble  lord.  He  confessed  that  ke  hmi 
been  disappointed  to  find  that  the  princi* 
pie  of  the  Bill  before  the  House  wee  not 
carried  farther ;  but  he  was  satisfied  with 
the  noble  lord's  explanation.  As  to  tbo 
India  Company,  he  could  not  see  opoB 
what  ground  they  could  feel  any  jeakiiie|r 
against  the  proposed  or  desired  cxtonaiiMi 
of  the  British  merchant's  trade  in  Inding 
produce;  because  the  object  of  soch  ex« 
tension  was  not  to  interfere  with  their 
interests,  but  with  the  interests  of  f(0» 
reigners,  to  whom  it  was  impossible  %km 
India  Company  could  be  disposed  U> 
any  preference. 

The  £»li  was  read  a  second  tioie. 
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Thursday,  December  2. 

Insoltbnt  Debtors.]  Lord  Redei- 
^•le's  Bill  for  amending  the  Act  of  list 
Mssion  for  the  relief  of  intoWent  debtors 
in  Bngland  was   read  a  thi#d  time  and 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com* 
mittee  oti  lord  Ellenboroagh's  temporary 
Insolvent  Bill.-^-SeTeral  amendments  vrere 
made ;  and  a  clause  w  Js  added,  enacting 
that  nothing  in  this  Act  should  aflect  the 
Act  of  last  session,  or  prevent  any  person 
Arom  obtaining  his  discharge  under  that 
Act.  A  new  preamble  was  also  inserted , 
stating  specially  the  grounds  for  passing 
the  Act ; '  being  expressly  Ibr  the  more 
speedy  discharge  of  the  persons  now  in 
custody  to  whom  the  Act  applies.^— A 
proviso  was  likewise  added,  excepting 
from  the  beneBt  of  the  Act  sherifft"  offi<> 
cers,  Serjeants  at  mace,  Adc.  who  had  em« 
bezzled  the  mootes  of  their  employers. 

The  tMHidiog  orders  having  been  taken 
into  eooiideration,  the  report  was  received, 
and  the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
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East  India  Tbadb.]  Upon  lord  Cas- 
tiereagh's  moving  the  committal  of  the 
East  India  Circaitoos  Trade  Bill ; 

Mr.  Cm  Oram,  after  expressing  his  re- 
tret  that  he  was  not  in  the  House  yester- 
day,  when  some  obsenrations  were  made 
upon  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  which  he 
deemed  of  considerable  importance,  re- 
quested that  any  further  progress  upon  it 
might  be  postponed.  As  it  materially 
concerned  the  interesu  of  the  India  Com- 
pany, they  naturally  required  more  time 
for  the  consideration  of  a  measure,  with 
the  merits  of  which  they  had  hot  rery 
recently  become  acquainted ;  for  it  was 
only  that  day  that  a  copy  of  this  Bill 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  directors. 

Lord  Caul€remgh  felt  great  pleasure  m 
complying  with  the  request  ef  the  hon. 
member,  and  should  therefore  postpone ' 
his  motion  until  Monday  next.  He, 
boweveri  thought  it  proper  to  'observe, 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of 
any  difll^rence  of  opinion  upon  the  merits 
cf  this  Bill ;  and  in  agreeing  to  the  post- 
ponemem  required,  he  did  so  in  the  on- 
derstandlM  that  the  measure  Would  be 
Mrritd  b«me  Um  Jiolidayi. 
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.  Mr.  Fmoceit  observed^  ^hat  the  ladia* 
Company  were  not  alone  interested  ia 
this  measure,  as  our  manufacturers  were' 
also  materially  concerned.  For  if  British 
merchants  were  allowed  to  carry  India 
produce  to  the  Havannah,  the  Brazils^ 
and  other  contiguous  places,  that  produ<% 
would  be  very  likely  to  find  its  way  int0 
our  colonies,  and  interfere  wiUi  the  British 
manufacturers,  whoan  the  trader  in  &sl 
India  commodities  could  easily  undersellr 
from  the  comparative  cheapness  of  liaboar 
and  materials  in  the  East.  In  this  view^' 
he  thought  that  the  measure  before  the 
House  required  time  for  very  ample  con* 
sideration, 

Mr.  PinUty  rose  to  correct  a  nisconcep- 
tioo  of  his  hon.  friend  who  fpeke  last^  and 
who  appeared  to  conceive  that  the  BiHL 
before  the  House  proposed  togrant  soaae 
extraerdinary  advantages  to  Kitish  mar* 
chants;  whereas  it  only  went  to  allew 
them  the  same  advantages  as  were  already 
enjoyed  by  foreigners.  For,  as  the  case 
stood  at  present,  if  any  Swedish  or  Rus« 
sian  subject  should  think  proper  to  trade 
to  India,  they  might  carry  India  produce 
to  the  places  mentioned  by  hia  hon* 
friend,  and  wo  engage  in  the  competitioa 
he  deprecated.  But,  as  far  as  he  waa 
acquainted  with  the  sentiments  and  into* 
rests  of  British  manufacturers,  they  had 
no  apprehension  of  any  competition  likely 
to  bt  created  by  this  or  by  any  Bill  ef  a 
similar  nature. 

The  comoMttal  of  the  Bill  was  postponed 
till  Monday. 
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Friday,  December  3. 

APPEALS-»I>Bllt»STBa     V.     THB     MaGIS-* 

TaATBs  OF  St.  ANDaiw's.l  The  Lord 
ChamdUir  observed,- that  he  bad  addressed 
several  observations  to  the  House,  on  e 
former  day,  relative  to  the  several  poinia 
which  were  involved  in  the  consideration 
of  this  case.  Befiofe  he  proposed  to  theiv 
lordships  te  come  tethat  jedgment  which* 
ia  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  given,  he  wis 
induced  to  repeat  to  them  the  subsUnce 
of  the  remarks  he  had  already  made  upeia 
the  merits  of  this  question*  It  was  his  in* 
tentioa  to  naove,  that  the  interlocutors  ef 
the  court  should  be  remitted,  and  he  did 
not  perceive  how  their  k>rdshtps  could 
adopt  any  other  decision.  There  were 
parts  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  below 
upon  ^which  the  House  was  net  able  le 
form   a  diitittoi  optnioik     Thu  wtf  a 
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claim,  on  the  one  hand,  to  certain  pro- 
perty in  the  liberties  of  the  corporation  of 
St.  Andrew's;  and,  on  the  other,  it  was 
the  setting  up  of  a  right  to  keep  off  what- 
ever might  spoil  the  ground  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  game  of  golf.  This  privilege 
of  enjoying  a  healthful  exercise  and 
emusement,  was  claimed  not  only  for  the 
corporation  and  the  people  of  St,  An- 
drew's, but  for  all  others,  wherever  they 
may  come  from,  if  they  chose  to  play  at 
golf  within  the  links  of  St.  Andrew's. 
The  court  of  session  had  decided,  that  the 
rabbits  of  which  the  respondents  com- 
plained might  be  removed  ;  but  it  did  not 
appear  how  that  effect  of  the  decision 
eould  be  carried  into  execution.  It  was 
not  ordered  that  the  appellant  should  re- 
move them ;  and  afterwards  by  the  sus- 
pension (a  proceeding  in  Scotland),  when 
the  subject  came  again  before  the  court, 
it  appeared  that  the  respondents  were  not 
authorised  to  kill  all  the  rabbits,  but  such 
as  might  come  into  certain  parts  of  the 
liberties.  Then  how  were  they  to  be  re- 
moved, and  by  whom  ?  A  question  had 
also  been  raised  at  the  bar,  where  it  was 
contended  by  one,  that  the  whole  of  these 
rabbits  ought  to  be  removed  or  destroyed  ; 
and  by  another,  that  a  part  only  could 
possibly  fall  under  such  a  decision.  On 
this  part  of  the  argument  his  lordship's 
gravity  had  been  disturbed;  for  it  ap- 
peared, that  one  part  of  these  creatures 
wasindigenous  ;  while  others  were  brought 
there  from  England  ;  others  from  different 
links  and  places  in  Scotland ;  and  others 
again  had  arisen,  which  were  a  compound 
of  this  variety.  He  regretted,  however, 
that  this  case  should,  from  necessity,  be 
remitted  to  the  court  of  session  ;  for,  on 
the  one  hand,  being  a  North  countryman 
himself,  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
teeing  and  admiring  the  game  of  golf; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  see 
how  a  right  like  that  claimed  by  the  res- 
pondents, not  only  for  themselves  but  for 
the  whole  world,  could  exist,  to  the  pre- 
vention of  a  man's  using  his  own  property  ? 
For,  on  this  ground,  the  objection  to 
keeping  rabbits  would  also  apply  to  keep- 
ing black  cattle,  which  were  likely  to  do 
more  damage  to  the  earth  than  the  scratch- 
ings  of  rabbits.  It  would  also  prevent 
the  keeping  of  sheep,  or  any  other  species 
of  animals.  This  was  a  species  of  war 
which  had  been  pertinaciously  pursued 
by  the  parties.  He  believed  Pliny  had 
mentioned  thecircumstance  of  the  Balearic 
blaods,  whose  iahabitants  made  war  upon 


rabbits,  and  had  an  army  to  destroy  and 
drive  them  from  the  country.  But  neither 
in  this  Balearic  war,  nor  in  any  sobse- 
quent  one,  was  more  spirit  manifested, 
than  in  this  war  of  the  whole  world  againat 
the  rabbits  of  St.  Andrew's.  The  noble 
and  learned  lord  then  moved,  "  That  the 
interlocutors  and  suspension  be  remitted 
for  re-consideration,  as  to  those  pointa 
upon  which  the  House  wanted  additional 
i n form ation."'<- Ordered  accordingly. 

Insolvent    Debtors.]       Lord    Ellen- 
borough's  temporary  Insolvent  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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Insolvent  Debtors  Amendm bnt  Bill.] 
Mr.  Lockhart,  conceiving  this  Bill  to  have 
a  natural  reference  to  the  principle  of  the 
Act  of  last  session,  which  principle  had 
not  then,  in  his  judgment,  undergone  an 
adequate  discussion,  took  this  opportunity 
to  make  a  few  observations  upon  \L  1% 
was  impossible,  indeed,  as  it  appeared  to 
his  mind,  to  consider  this  Bill  without  ad* 
verting  to  the  Act  of  last  session,  the 
difficulties  in  the  execution  of  which  thie 
Bill  proposed  to  remove ;  and  no  doobt 
these  difficulties  were  likely  to  be  obviated 
by  it,  the  noble  author  of  the  original  Act 
having  evidently  applied  great  industry 
and  ingenuity  to  the  consideration  of  tlie 
measure.  This  Act,  however,  propoaing 
to  make  a  very  material  alteration  in  the 
common  law  of  the  country,  it  waa  pecn* 
liarly  the  duty  of  the  House  to  consider 
the  effect  of  thatalteration.  The  coromoD 
law  had  given  to  a  creditor  the  body  of 
his  debtor  as  a  security  for  payment,  and 
that  security  this  Act  proposed  in  a  great 
measure  to  take  away.  As  to  the  crowded 
state  of  our  gaols,  which  was  emphatically 
dwelt  upon  as  an  argument  for  this  estre* 
ordinary  measure,  he  could  not  believe 
that  that  circumstance  was  owing  so  moch 
to  the  obduracy  of  English  creoilon,  ea 
to  the  extravagance  of  debtors.  In  nd« 
verting  to  the  principles  of  the  comaaeA 
law  with  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor, 
he  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  creditora 
should  possess  an  uncontrolled  discretioo 
over  the  custody  of  debtors.  On  the  coo* 
trary,  he  approved  of  the  interpotitioa  of 
the  legislature  to  modify  the  principle  of 
the  common  law.  But  the  queitioa  wa^ 
how  that  modification  should  be  regelated. 
If  too  strict,  opportunity  would  ba  0f> 
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lorded  to  creditors  to  gratify  viDdictive 
passions,  to  injure  humanity ;  and  if  too 
lax,  idleness,  thoughtlessness,  and  pro- 
fligacy would  be  encouraged.  The  Act, 
in  prescribing  that  a  debtor  must  be  im* 
prisoned  three  months  before  he  could 
obtain  liberation  apoD  surrendering  hi^ 
property,  might  be  very  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  both  debtor  and  creditor  ;  for 
that  period  would  too  probably  pass  in 
spending  the  property  which  ought  to 
belong  to  the  creditor,  and  in  deteriorating 
the  moral  habits  of  the  debtor.  But  as  a 
punishment  it  was  obvious,  that  three 
months  afforded  an  insufficient  protection 
to  creditors,  by  not  holding  out  any  ade- 
quate lerror  to  prevent  the  thoughtless  or 
idle,  and  still  less  those  of  bad  principles, 
from  contracting  debts.  Therefore,  he 
submitted,  that  upon  so  great  a  departure 
from  the  principle  of  our  common  law,  as 
the  Act  under  consideration  involved,  this 
circumstance  was  a  serious  defect.  But 
there  was  another  defect  in  the  Act,  which 
appeared  to  him  much  more  exceptiona- 
ble ;  namely,  that  no  debtor  was  com- 
pelled to  gife  up  his  property  at  the  expi- 
ration of  three  months;  but  might  remain 
in  prison,  if  he  thought  proper,  to  squander 
the  property  of  bis  creditors.  He  was 
aware,  that  if  a  debtor  could  b€  proved  to 
have  improperly  disposed  of  his  property 
in  prison,  he  was  deprived  of  the  beneBt 
of  the  Act ;  but  why  not  assimilate  the 
Act  entirely  to  the  Scotch  law  of  the 
ceuio  bonorum,  which  was  quoted  as  a  pre- 
cedent for  it,  by  compelling  the  debtor  to 
surrender  his  property  to  his  creditors? 
and  such  a  provision  would  diminish  the 
objections  entertained  with  respect  to  the 
short  period  of  t^ree  months  imprison- 
ment. From  a  deliberate  review  of  this 
]aw,  the  hon.  member  conceived  that  one 
of  two  consequences  must  result  from  its 
existence ;  either  that  persons  would  be- 
come more  extravagant,  or  that  much  less 
credit  would  be  given.  It  might  be 
urged,  that  creditors  ought  to  be  more 
circumspect;  that  the  people  of  this 
country  were  much  more  ready  to  give 
credit  than  those  of  other  nations;  and 
that  hence  the  prodigal  were  improperly 
afforded  facilities  for  the  indulgence  of 
their  habits;  but  then  by  the  rigid  ob- 
servance of  this  *rule  of  circumspection, 
the  honest  and  industriooS|  to  whom  credit 
was  indispensably  necessary,  and  whose 
success  was  desirable  for  the  public  in- 
terest, might  very  materially  suffer.  For 
Ihere   waa  what  mu  called  a  **  luefal 


/:redit,"  which  was  essential  in  this  coon- 
try  ;  and  any  measure  at  all  likely  to  af> 
feet  that  credit,  should  be  weighed  with 
the  utmost  caution. 

There  was  one  class  of  creditors  not  mi 
all  noticed  in  this  Ac|;  namely,  thoit 
who  suffered  from  frivolous  and  vexatiow 
actions,  and  aotight  in  vain  the  recovery 
of  their  costs.  The  debtor  for  such  costt 
had  the  same  relief  under  this  Act  as  any 
ordinary  debtor.  Thus  no  adequate  re« 
straint  was  provided  to  prevent  the  vindio* 
tive  or  the  profligate  from  wantonly 
bringing  actions  against  honest  men. 
Surely  such  cases  required  some  special 
attention,  as  well  as  those  of  crMi.  can,  or 
malicious  injuries.  For  the  principle 
which  rendered  punishment  justifiable  in 
the  latter,  applied  also  to  the  former* 
But  while  this  Act  released  a  man  after 
three  months  imprisonment,  however  be 
might  have  trespassed  upon  property,  or 
even  were  he  guilty  of  assault  and  battery, 
unless  a  particular  avernient  appeared  in 
the  declaration,  it  also  gave  liberation  to 
a  vexatious  or  malicious  prosecutor,  such 
as  he  had  described.  All  such  were  re* 
leased  at  the  end  of  three  months.  Tbui 
the  poor  might  be  vicious  with  compara« 
tive  impunity  ;  for  no  one  could  pretend 
that  three  months  imprisonment  furnished 
any  material  terror  to  such  depraved  pew^ 
sons  as  he  had  alluded  to.  It  was  ihe 
boast  of  the  law  of  this  country,  that  it 
afforded  redress  for  every  wrong,  and  that 
there  were  none  above  tbe  law  ;  bnt 
really,  by  the  operation  of  this  Act,  many 
would  be  forced  below  the  law.  For  in* 
stance,  how  often  might  revengeful  mali- 
cious persons  be  forward  to  bring  an 
action  perhaps  of  the  most  injurious  kind, 
against  the  objects  of  their  revenge  and 
malice,  if  the  only  hazard  of  the  experi- 
ment were  to  be  three  months  imprison- 
ment. He  could  not  help  pronouncing 
this  case  a  most  serious  omission  in  tbe 
Act.  But  there  was  also  another  serious 
omission;  for  the  Act  made  no  distinction 
between  tbe  debtor  who  availed  himself 
of  every  legal  expedient  to  increase  bis 
plaintifirs  costs  upon  a  debt  clearly  and 
indisputably  due.  and  the  debtor  wbo 
promptly,  and  without  litigation,  acknow* 
ledged  the  justice  of  the  claim  upon  him. 
That  two  such  debtors  should  have  tbe 
same  facility  of  release  was  evidently  n 
defect.  In  his  opinion,  provision  should 
be  made  in  ibis  new  code  to  Mom 
debtors,  if  they  thought  it  jost,  to  acknaw« 

ledge  their  diebu  at  once,  aad  thnuafo 
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creditors  from  costs ;  and  a  distinction 
should  exist  beturecn  such  a  debtor  and 
Mie  wbo  wantonly  sttbjected  his  creditor 
to  costs.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
aritb  stating,  tbat  he  would  not  oppose  the 
ftirtber  progress  of  this  Bill ;  although  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  express  his  opinion  upon 
the^  measure  to  which  it  referred,  and  the 
merits  of  which  would,  he  hoped,  be  more 
fully  discussed  in  a  future  session. 

Sir  S,  Romilly  thought  the  hon.  mem* 
ber's  observations  inapplicable  to  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  and  rather  referring  to 
the  Act  of  last  session  ;  the  principle  of 
which  was  simply,  that  a  debtor  should  ob- 
tain his  freedom  upon  giving  up  his  pro- 
perty.  To  this  Bill,  which  merely  had  in 
▼lew  the  carrying  that  principle  into 
eflect^  and  the  execution  of  the  Act  of 
last  session,  he  hoped  that  no  obstruction 
would  be  given.— As  to  the  hon.  member's 
observations,  there  was  no  doubt,  that,  not* 
withstanding  the  present  Bill,  we  must 
wait  to  see  the  operation  of  the  original 
Act  before  every  defect  could  be  prodded 
against ;  and  probably  the  hon.  member, 
by  turning  his  attention  to  the  subject, 
snight  be  able  to  suggest  some  useful  tm* 
proTements.  The  hon.  member  had 
stated,  that  no  distinction  was  made  in  the 
Act  alluded  to,  with  respect  to  such 
debtors  as  availed  themselves  of  certain 
legal  expedients  to  increase  the  costs  of 
their  creditors ;  but  the  way  to  cure  that 
€vil  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  make  any 
distinction  in  this  Act,  but  to  do  away 
these  expedients  themselves.  For  in* 
stance,  he  could  not  see  the  justice  of 
allowing  writs  of  error  where  there  was  no 
substantial  error,  and  where  the  proceed- 
ing only  served  to  produce  delay  and 
costs.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  no  writs 
of  error  should  be  allowed,  unless  such 
error  were  certified  by  two  counsel.  This 
change  would,  in  his  judgment,  prove  a 
very  material  improvement.  He  was 
anxious  to  attend  in  all  cases  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  creditor  as  well  as  that  of  the 
debtor ;  and  the  state  of  our  law  between 
debtor  and  creditor  appeared  to  him  to  be 
such  as  to  require  many  serious  amend- 
ments. It  was  too  harsh  towards  the 
person,  and  too  relaxed  towards  the  pro- 
perty of  the  debtor.  He  could  not,  for 
instance,  imagine  any  reason  why  free- 
bold  and  copyhold  property,  and  property 
in  the  funds,  should  not  be  rendered  re* 
tpoiMible  for  the  payment  of  a  man's 
debts.  So  strongly  indeed  was  be  im- 
pressed witb  this  opioioib  tbat  it  was  bis 


intention  to  bring  forward,  after  the 
cess,  when  there  would  be  a  full  opporto* 
nity  for  discussion,  a  measure  similar  to 
that  which  he  some  years  ago  felt  it  bis 
duty  to  sukmiit  to  the  House,  for  makinf 
freehold  property  subject  to  the  pay  mens 
sf  debts  after  the  debtor's  decease. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Report  from  thb  Committsb  op  Sup-* 
PLY.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from  ih% 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whooi 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  oi 
the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  ih% 
Resolutions  which  they  had  directed  hioi 
to  report  to  the  House  ;  and  the  same  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
are  as  follow : 

1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,CXXlL 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  accoont^ 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  five 
troops  of  dragoons,  and  thirteen  cofli« 
panics  of  foot,  stationed  in  Great  Britain, 
for  the  parpose  of  recruiting  the  corps 
employed  in  the  territorial  possessioM 
of  the  East  India  Company,  for  the 
year  1814. 

2.  Tbat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,8OO,OO0l» 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  accoant» 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  thci  em* 
bodied  militia  of  the  United  Kingdeoi 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  royal  corps  of  miners  of  Devon  add 
Cornwall^  for  the  year  1814. 

3.  Tbat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  500,000^ 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  accoant, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  general 
and  staff  officers;  and  officers  of  the  hospi^ 
tals,  serving  with  his  Majesty's  forces  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  the  charge  of  his 
Majesty's  garrisons,  for  the  year  18 14^ 

4.  Tbat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  20,000l. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pav 
for  supernumerary  officers  of  his  Majesty^ 
forces  for  the  year  1814. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  200,000/, 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  mU 
lowances  to  the  principal  officers  of  se^ 
veral  public  departments  in  Great  Briteiii 
and  Ireland,  their  deputies,  clerks,  eni 
contingent  expences,  and  of 'the  amomit 
of  Exchequer  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  psy* 
master-general,  for  the  year  1814. 

6.  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  140,000(> 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  accomf» 
towards  defraying  the  charce  of  half-pe^ 
to  reduced  officers  of  his  Majesty's  ~ 
forces,  including  the  reducid  omcsre 
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hU  Majesty's  British  American  forces,  and 
of  the  Scotch  brigade  late  in  the  service  of 
the  States  General,  for  the  year  IB  14. 

7.  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  10,000^, 
be  granted  to  his  Majeety,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  military 
allowances  to  redoced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's land  forces^  including  his  Majes- 
ty's British  American  forces,  for  1814. 

8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  300,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in  and 
out  pensioners  ot*  Chelsea  and  Kilmaiaham 
hospitals,  and  of  the  internal  expences  of 
the  said  hospitals,  for  the  year  1814. 

9.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  30,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  pensions 
to  be  paid  to  widows  of  officert  of  the  land 
forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1814. 

10.  That  aaum,  not  exceeding  155,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  volunteer 
corps  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  year  )£il4. 

1 1 .  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  400,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  local 
militia  force  to  be  maintained  in  Great 
Britain,  for  the  year  1814. 

\2,  Thatasum,  not  exceeding  1,000,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  Foreign 
corps  in  the  service  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the 
year  (814. 

IS.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Royal 
Militarv  College,  for  the  year  1814. 

1 4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  15,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Royal 
Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  for  the  year 
1814. 

15.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying-  the  charge  of  allow* 
ances  to  retired  chaplains,  and  of  allow- 
ances to  clergymen  officiating  with  his 
Majesty's  forces  at  home  and  abroad, 
including  the  expences  of  the  office  of  the 
chaplain  general,  and  other  contingencies, 
for  the  year  1814. 

16.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  100,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  medicines 
and  surgical  materials,  for  his  Miyesty's 
land  forces,  and  of  other  hospital  confciu- 
nit^  for  Ihe  year  1814b 


17*  Tbtt  a  sum,  not  exceeding  30,000l^ 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account^ 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  allow* 
ances  on  the  compassionate  list  to  chiU 
dren  of  deceased  officers  of  the  land 
forces,  and  to  widows  of  officers  of  the 
said  forces  not  entitled  to  the  pension,  in* 
eluding  the  allowance,  as  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  bounty  to  several  officers,  and  to  the 
relatives  of  certain  deceased  officers,  for  the 
year  1814. 

1 8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1 1 0,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  accouni, 
towards  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
commissariat  department  in  Ireland,  in- 
cluding the  charge  of  forage  for  the 
cavalry  in  that  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, tor  the  year  1814. 

19.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000{. 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  allovt* 
ances,  compensations,  and  emoluments,  in 
the  nature  of  superannuation  or  retired 
sJlowancee,  to  persons  belonging  to  several 
public  departments  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  respect  of  their  having  held  any 
public  offices  or  employmentti  of  a  civil 
nature,  for  the  year  1814. 

20.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1 50,0001. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
barrack  department  in  Ireland,  for  the 
year  1814. 

21 .  That  a sum,not exceeding  3,006,0(X)f« 
be  granted  to  hia  Majesty,  on  account, 
towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  ser- 
vices of  the  army  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  for  the  year  1814. 

The  several  Resolutions  were  agreed  to, 
the  chairman  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 

FaAME  BaEAKEas'  Bill.]  On  Mr.  H. 
Addington's  moving  the  committal  of  this 
Bill, 

The  Atiomey  General  expressed  bis  wish 
to  state  to  the  House  his  ideas  on  a  subject 
which  bad  created  a  great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion* He  then  adverted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  in  which  that  law  was 
passed,  and  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
districts  which  had  rendered  that  law  ne- 
cessary. If,  by  the  salutary  terror  it  had 
created,  order  had  been  re-established,, 
they  certainly  had  obtained  an  invaluable 
blessing  at  a  comparatively  trifling  incon- 
venience. The  present  state  of  Europe* 
too,  added  to  the  operation  of  that  law, 
had  so  contributed  to  restore  order  and 
perfect  tranqnillity,  that  sboahl  the  Bill  he 
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now  for  the  first  time  introduced,  no  man 
could  think  it  necessary.  But  where  a 
law,  after  effecting  so  much  good,  was  at* 
tended  with  no  inconvenience  to  any  one, 
and  held  only  terror  to  the  guilty,  it  was 
certainly  a  harmless  experiment  to  con- 
tinue  it  for  some  time  longer;  always 
recollecting,  that  what  had  once  come  to 

gass  might  happen  again.  But  as  some 
on.  and  learned  gentlemen,  and  especially 
an  hon,  and  learned  friend  of  his,  sir  S. 
Romilly,  whose  suggestions  were  always 
entitled  to  the  greatest  deference,  had  ex- 
pressed great  objection  to  the  offence  of 
frame- breaking  being  made  a  capital  fe- 
lony, he  intended  to  propose  to  the  com- 
mittee to  enact  a  less  severe  punishment, 
and|  at  the  same  time,  to  make  the  Act 
permanent  on  the  Statute-book,  for  the 
preservation  of  manufacturing  property. 
The  Act  to  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  principally  alluded,  and  which 
he  wished  to  substitute  for  the  present 
Bill,  was  an  Act  of  the  2Sth  of  his  present 
Majesty,  by  which  the  breaking  up  of 
manufacturing  frames  was  punishable  by 
no  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  fourteen 
years  transportation.  His  intention,  in 
the  present  instance  was,  to  make  the 
offence  punishable  by  transportation  fur 
life.  His  principal  reason  was,  that  from 
the  best  sourcei  of  information  he  had 
been  able  to  command,  he  had  learnt  that 
convicts  for  life  were  much  more  tractable, 
and  made  much  better  members  of  society, 
than  those  transported  for  a  term  of  years : 
the  first  expecting  no  alleviation  from  a 
fate  which  was  to  last  for  life,  but  in  their 
good  conduct,  by  which  they  were  soon 
admitted  as  settlers  in  the  colony  ;  where- 
as the  others,  always  impatient  under  a 
restraint  which  they  considered  as  tem- 
porary, sighed  only  in  the  bitterness  and 
exasperation  of  disappointment,  for  the 
moment  which  was  to  bring  them  back  to 
the  scene  of  their  former  wickedness.  He 
also  wished,  that,  in  mitigated  cases,  the 
judges  might  be  authorised  to  recommend 
the  culprit  to  a  less  punishment;  or,  in 
fact,  if  it  was  preferred,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  leave  the  period  of  transportation  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judge.  Another  clause 
of  the  former  Act  which  he  would  propose 
to  repeal  was,  that  which  made  it  incum- 
bent on  persons  injured  to  prosecute,  under 
the  penalties  of  a  misdemeanor.  But  this 
was  intended  at  the  time  to  protect  prose- 
cutors from  private  revenge,  by  seeming 
to  xompel  them  to  come  forward.  He  did 
•not  think  that  the  ttata  of  tb^  country  re- 
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quired  sucli  a  strong  measure;  and  be. 
would  leave  the  prosecutor,  in  thisparticu* 
lar  case,  in  the  same  situation  in  which  be 
stood  by  law  for  every  other  offence. 

Sir  S,  Ramilly  thought  there  was  some 
objection  against  proceeding  in  the  way 
recommended  by  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  (the  Attorney  General).  It  was  pro- 
posed to  continue  a  law  which  had  been 
originally  introduced  as  a  mere  temporary 
measure,  and  to  keep  the  terror  of  thmt 
law  still  in  existence,  though  no  occasion 
for  such  terror  existed.  The  nature  of 
the  original .  measure  would  be  entirely 
altered  by  thus  making  it  permanent.  In 
his  opinion,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
drop  the  Bill  altogether,  and  bring  .in  m 
new  one.  The  present  Bill  had  reference 
merel}'  to  stocking  and  lace-frames.  The 
machinery  used  in  cloth  and  other  rnano* 
factures  were  not  at  all  protected  by  it ; 
and  yet  there  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  protected  as  well  as  the 
others — they  came  under  the  very  same 
principle.  It  was  a  very  moroentooe 
question,  that  shoold  not  be  decided  in  so 
hasty  a  way.  With  respect  to  what  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Attorney  Ge* 
neral)  had  said  on  the  subject  of  Botany 
Bay,  there  was  an  important  difference 
of  opinion  upon  that  point.  The  opinion 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  many  yean 
governor  of  Botany  Bay  was  quite  coa*> 
trary.  The  opinion  of  that  gentleman 
was,  that  the  persons  transported  for  life 
were  the  most  desperate  and  the  moes 
incorrigible  of  the  whole  colony.  Tbey 
were  the  very  worst  there;  and  the  reason 
he  assigned  was,  because  they  considered 
their  case  desperate  ;  and  fur  that  reason 
they  had  laid  aside  all  thought  of  amend* 
ment,  and  corrupted  the  rest  of  the  prt* 
soners.  The  report  of  the  commiitee 
which  had  sat  upon  this  subject  shoold  be 
taken  into  mature  consideration.  Thm 
number  of  persons  likely  to  nuffer  under 
this  Bill  was  extremely  small.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  necessity  for  the  Bill,  bnt 
certainly  none  for  making  that  permanent 
which  was  originally  temporary,  and 
changing  entirely  the  nature  of  the  po* 
nishment.  When  it  was  stated  the  other 
day  in  the  House,  that  the  Bill  might 
possibly  have  such  an  operation,  as  tm 
subject  to  death  an  apprentice  for  injoring 
the  frames  of  his  master,  a  worthy  alder* 
man  said  it  was  monstrous  and  incredibly 
that  such  a  Bill  could  have  passed  the 
House.  Yet  the  Bill  did  pass  the  Hooae^ 
and  that  worthy  alderman  himself  telefl 
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Ibr  it.  It  woqU  bo  easy  to  alter  th« 
words  of  the  Act  in  such  e  maoDer  at  not 
to  comprehend  cases  like  that  of  the  ap- 
prentice. Every  thing  said  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  went  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, and  yet  the  Bill  was  to  be  confined 
to  a  particular  Act.  The  inconvenience 
in  bringing  in  another  Bill  would  be,  that 
some  delay  might  arise;  during  that 
delay,  however,  the  Bill  before  in  exist- 
ence would  be  sufBcient  for  the  protection 
of  frames. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  having  resolved  into  the  committee, 
Mr.  Homer  said,  that  he  should  wait  to 
see  bow  this  Bill  came  out  of  the  commit- 
tee before  he  made  any  further  observa- 
tion upon  it. 

Mr.  Eden  stited,  from  his  experience  in 
the  committee  respecting  transportation 
to  Botany  Bay,  that  evidence  appeared 
directly  contradictory  to  the  statement  of 
the  learned  gentlemfn,  respecting  the 
comparative  conduct  of  the  several  classes 
of  transports.  According  to  that  evidence, 
indeed,  the  persons  transported  for  limited 
periods  were  very  often  reformed,  while 
those  transported  for  life  generally  continu- 
ed depraved  and  desperate*  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded,  with  expressing  a  wish 
that  government  would  attend  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  committee  alluded  to,  with 
respect  to  the  improvement  of  the  civil 
and  criminal  courts. 

The  Aitomey  General  said,  that  the  sub- 
ject last  referred  to  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, was  under  the  consideration  of 
government ;  and  that  papers  were  before 
him  (Mr.  G.)  respecting  those  courts, 
which  would  have  been  decided  upon 
before  now,  if  be  bad  not  wanted  that 
assistance  which  a  recent  appointment  had 
happily  afforded  him  [alluding,  we  sup- 
pose, to  Mr.  Serjeant  Shepherd's  appoint- 
ment as  Solicitor  General]. 

Mr.  J.  Smiih  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  the  change  which  was  proposed  to 
be  made  in  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  conse- 
quence of  that  change  it  would  prove  more 
effectual  for  its  object  than  the  measure  to 
which  it  was  to  succeed. 

The  Attorney  General's  proposition  was 
agreed  to,  the  House  resumed,  the  report 
was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  farther 
considered  on  Monday  next. 
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Insolvent  Debtors.]     On  the  order 
(  VOL.  XXVU. ) 


of  the  day  being  read  for  the  House  to 
go  into  a  committee  on  the  Insolvent  Deb- 
tors' Bill,. 

Mr.  Lockkari  wished  that  the  committee 
should  be  postponed  till  Monday,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  be  better  able  to 
consider  what  amendments  it  might  be 
necessary  to  make  in  the  Bill.     He  had 
himself  looked  over  it  with  attention,  and 
had  found  in  it  many  things  ivhich   re* 
quired   to  be  amended.     The  first  was, 
tnat  the  debtor   must  first  swear  to  his 
schedule,  and  then  be  examined  touching 
the  truth  of  it  afterwards.    This  he  con- 
sidered  incongruous,  and  likely  to  lead 
men  to  perjure  themselves.     The  state- 
ment in  the  schedule  of  the  apparel  of  the 
petitioner's  wife  and  family  would  lead  to 
great     inconvenience.      The     inventory 
would,  in  many  instances,  be  very  long, 
and  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time.     His 
next  objection  was,  that  the  debtor  was 
not  to  be  discharged  until  he  had  made 
an  assignment  of  his  property  to  the  pro- 
per   officer.     Mow    he    understood    thai 
nobody  would  accept  of  the  office,  because, 
whoever  did,  would  be  involved  in  con- 
stant litigation  respecting  the  property  so 
assigned  to  him.     A  great  inconvenience 
would  arise  from  the  debtor  being  brought 
up  to  be  discharged,  in  custody  of  the 
jailor.     That  would  occasion  a  great  ex- 
pence,  when  the  place  of  discharge  was  at 
a  distance  from  the  place  of  the  debtor's 
confinement.     In  this  Bill  also  there  was 
no  exemption  made  from   the  duty  on 
stamps,  as  in  the  former.    The  serving  of 
notices  on  each  of  the  creditors  he  thought 
would  be  tedious  and  expensive  ;  and  the 
insertion  of  the  debtor's  schedule  in  the 
Gazette,  and  in  the  newspapers,  would  be 
quite    sufficient.     For    these  reasons   he 
requested  the  hon.  gentleman  would  allow 
the  committee  on  the  Bill  to  stand  over 
till    Monday,    when  he  should   produce 
some  clauses  which  he  hoped  would  ob- 
viate these  defects. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  that  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman pressed  the  postponement  of  the 
committee,  he  had  little  objcjction  to  it; 
but  he  would  suggest  to  him,  that  it  was 
desirable  this  Bill  should  pass  as  soon  at 
possible.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that 
so  great  an  innovation  on  the  law  as  this 
was,  could  be  made  perfect  at  first  He 
thought  the  exceptions  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  the  B:ll  required  more  delibera- 
tion than  could  be  given  them  before  the 
adjournment  of  the  House ;  and  it  waa 
probable  that,  when  they  met  again,  ex« 
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perience  would  poiot  out  other  improTe- 
ments  to  be  made  in  it* 

Mr.  Kenrick  said  a  few  words  against 
delay ;    and  in  answer  to  an  observation 
that  had  been  made  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  creditors    could    not    compel    their 
debtors  to  give  up  their  property,  he  ob- 
served, that  when  the  Bill  came  hereafter  to 
be  discussed  and  amended,  it  was  his  fixed 
determination  to  propose  a  clause  to  com- 
pel all  debtors  who  had  property  of , any 
kind,  and  were  living  extravagantly  on 
the  same  in  prison,  and  laughing  at  their 
creditors,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Act, 
and    to   give  up  their  property  to  their 
creditors. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  commit- 
tee ;  in  which,  a  clause  was  added,  to 
compel  all  printers  of  newspapers  to  insert 
the  advertisements  of  prisoners  at  the  rate 
of  3«,  for  the  first  50  words,  and  Qd.  for 
every  10  words  above  50.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 


which  he  bad  mentioned  hid  not  been  in- 
troduced into  the  treaty  with  Spain.     He 
regretted  his  being  obliged  to  say,  with 
all  his  admiration  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  of  the  admirable  struggle  which  they 
had  made  for  their  independence,  that  the 
slave  traffic  was  carried  on  under  their 
flag  to  a  very  considerable  extent.     He 
again,   however,  must  repeat  his  hopes, 
that  no  exertions  would  be  neglected,  on 
the  part  of  ministers,  to  put  a  final  stop,  if 
possible,  to  the  slave  trade,  among  all  the 
powers  with  whom    they   bad  any    in- 
fluence. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  repealed,  what  he 
had  often  stated  before,  that  every  principle 
which  had  induced  the  legislature  Co  pass 
the  Slave  Trade  Abolition  Act,  operated 
with  ministers    to  use    every    endeayoor 
to  accomplish  the  abolition  of  the  traf- 
fic   among   foreign   powers.     The   very 
principles    on   which    the   abolition    had 
been  opposed,   led    them,   since   it   was 
abolished   here,  to  endeavour  to  render 
that  abolition    universal.      It  would,    of 
course,  be   improper  to  enter  into    any 
particulars  at  present ;    but  in  the  eTent 
contemplated    by    the   noble  lord   oppo* 
site,  he  believed  there  could  be  no  diSi« 
culty  in  making  a  suitable  arrangement 
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Slave  Trade.]  Lord  Holland,  after 
requesting  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  introducing  the  subject  of  the  Slave 

Trade  without  a  question  before  the  House,  I  for  this  desirable  object,  with  the  nation 
expressed  regret  that  so  little  progress  had  *'  '      '  '"      '     '  ^^     •• 

been  made  in  the  attempt  to  prevent  the 
practice  of  carrying  on  the   slave  trade 


to    which    the   noble    lord     specifically 
alluded. 


under  foreign   flags.     As  he  hoped  that 
the  result  of  the  late  operations  on  the 
continent  would  be  the  re-establishment 
of  peace,  he  could  not  help  calling  the 
attention  of  ministers  to  this  subject.    The 
trade  had  been  once  carried  on  to  a  very 
^reat  extent  under  the  Dutch  flag ;   and 
in  any  treaty  with  Holland,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  ministers  to  insert  a  clause  for 
the  prevention  of  carrying  on  the  traffic 
in  question  under  the  flag  of  that  country. 
He  did  not,  however,  expect  that  ministers 
would  give  any  particular  explanation  of 
what  was  to  be   done  in  the  event  of  a 
treaty  with  that  power.     In  the  present 
circumstances  it  would  be  improper  to  do 
so.     He  only  wished  that  their  attention 
should  be  called  to  the  subject.     He  did 
not  however  mean  to  say,  that  ministers 
had  been  negligent  in  this  respect.     He 
gave  them  credit  for  every  desire  to  carry 
into  complete  eflvct  the  wishes  of  the  le- 
gislature, and  of  the  country ;   but  it  was 
matter  of  much  regret,  that  so  little  pro- 
gress had  hitherto  been  made.    He  was 
sorry  that  an  article  of  the  description 


Mutiny  Bill.]    On  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Mutiny  Bill. 

Lord  Holland  had  no  positive  objection 
to  state  to  the  progress  of  the  Bill ;  far 
less  did  he  intend,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  to  voie  af^ainst 
it :  but  at  the  same  time,  he  could  not 
help  now  observing,  that  this  most  impor- 
tant measure  was  one  which  the  legisla- 
ture  had  formerly  regarded  with  peculiar 
jealousy,  although  it  was  now  l>ecoaie 
old -fashioned  to  attend  much  to  the  annual 
progress  of  the  Mutiny  Bill.  Nothing, 
however,  but  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  country  could  excuse  the  second  readinff 
of  the  Bill  without  having  even  summoned 
the  House,  in  order  to  call  their  attention 
to  what  they  were  doing.  It  was  proper 
to  observe  upon  this  remarkable  proceed- 
ing, that  it-  might  not  be  drawn  into  m 
precedent.  There  was  hardly  a  precedent 
for  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  modern 
times,  or  for  the  long  adjournment  for 
which  the  passing  of  the  Mutiny  Bill  at 
this  early  period  of  the  session  was  a  pre« 
paratory  step.    If  such  long  adjournmenla 


245] 


Enme  Breaten^  BilL 


Dbc.6,  1813. 


[S4S 


were  to  become  froqoent^  it  would  go  near 
virtually  to  deprive  one  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  iu  representation.     He  was 
aware,  however,  that  the  very   peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  world  at  this  critical 
period,  did  aflfofd  something  like  a  justifi. 
cation  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding. 
He  was  aware,  that  in  case  of  a  long  ad- 
journmenty  it  was  proper  to  have  the  Mu- 
tiny Bill  passed,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
confusion  that  might  otherwise  ensue ;  and, 
wishing  to  interpose  no  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  ministers,  at  a  moment  when  so 
many  important  particulars  required  their 
utmost  attention,  he  did   not  absolutely 
object  to  the  progress  of  the  Bill ;    nor, 
when  the  adjournment  came  to  be  proposed 
did  he  say  that  he  should  oppose  that: 
but  he  again  solicited  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  fact,  that  nothing  could  jus- 
tify this  mode  of  proceeding,  except  the 
very  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the 
country  was  at  this  period  placed,  and  the 
very  important    duties    which    devolved 
upon  those  who  conducted  the   govern* 
ment. 

The  Earl  o£  Liverpool  did  not  consider  it 
old-fashioned  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
the  progress  and  provisions  of  the  Mutiny 
Bill.     Un  the  contrary,  he  considered  the 
annual  passing  of  that  Bill,  and  the  atten- 
tion nhich   the  legislature   was  by    that 
means  enabled  to  pay  it — the  army  being 
by  this  means,  as  it  wtre,  kept  constantly 
under  the  coniroul  of  parliament— as  one 
of  the  best  socuritii.s  of  the  constitution. 
But  the  noble  lord  wuuIJ  observe,   that 
the  object  of  this  Bill  whs  not  to  extend 
the  provisions  or  the  (»peialion  of  the  Mu- 
tiny Act.     The  object  was  merely  to  pass 
it  before  the  recess,  that  there  might  be 
no  danger  of  that   important  Act  being 
allowed  to  expire.     He  admitted, however, 
that  it  was  unusual  to   press  forward   this 
Bill   at  so  early  a  period  of  the  session, 
though  the  noble  loid   was  mistaken   in 
supposing  it  to  be  without  precedent  in 
modern  times;   and  he  mentioned  as  an 
instance  the  precedent  of  the  year  1795. 
It  was,  however,  unusual,  and  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  rest  its  justification  on  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  times, 
which  rendered  it  certainly  desirable  that 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  now,  rather  than 
in  February,  or  the  beginning  of  March. 
With  regard  to  the   not  summoning  tlie 
House,  he  acknowledged    that    it   would 
bave  been  more -proper  and  decorous  to 
have  called  the  attention  of  their  lordships 
fp  it  in  that  way.    lite  neglect   arose 


merely  from  inadverteDce»  and  he  wu 
ready  to  admit  that  some  blame  attached 
to  him  on  that  account. 

Lord  Holland  had  nothing  more  to  say« 
after  the  candid  manner  in  which  the  noble 
earl  had  admitted  that  it  would  have  beea 
proper  to  have  summoned  the  House,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  its  attention  to  a 
measure  of  this  consequence.  His  object 
merely  was,  to  prevent  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding being  drawn  into  a  precedent. 
The  noble  earl  had  said  that  there  was  a 
precedent  in  modern  times  for  this.  He 
(lord  Holland)  had  not  said  that  there 
was  no  precedent ;  he  had  only  said  that 
there  was  hardly  a  precedent :  and  when 
he  talked  of  a  precedent  he  meant  a  pre- 
cedent in  good  times  ;  and  no  impartial 
man  would  say  that  the  period  of  179i 
was  of  that  description. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time; 
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Frame  BaBAKEas'  Bill.]     On  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  report. 

Sir  &  RomUljf  was  sorry  that  the  learned 
and  hon.  gentleman  persisted  in  this  Bill, 
for  which  there  appeared  to  be  no  exist- 
ing necessity.  The  conspiracies  and  dis- 
turbances which  had  occasioned  its  pass- 
ing into  a  law  had  ceased  ;  and  it  seemed 
a  strong  measure  in  legislation  to  make 
that  felony,  for  which,  as  a  simple  act,  no 
legal  punishment  had,  he  believed,  before 
existed.  The  sentence  for  this  oOence 
was  to  be  transportation  for  life.  Now, 
whatever  reasons  there  might  be  for  pre- 
ferring transportation  for  life  to  transport- 
ation for  a  limited  time,  in  cases  of  habi- 
tual depravity,  they  could  not  apply  to 
the  present  crime,  which  was  the  effect  of 
ignorance  and  momentary  delusion.  At 
an  instance  of  the  loose  and  incorrect 
manner  in  which  the  Bill  was  drawn,  sir 
S.  Romilly  observed,  that  the  punishment 
was  denounced  against  all  those  who  en^ 
tered  a  dwelling-bouse  with  intent  to  break 
frames,  either  by  day  or  by  night.  How 
they  could  enter  it,  except  by  day  or  by 
night,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  though 
the  judges  could  not  themselves  avoid  pro- 
nouncing the  sentence  of  the  law  in  casea 
of  felony,  yet  they  could  recommend  the 
prisoner  to  the  clemency  of  the  crown,  as 
was  always  done  where  there  were  cir- 
cumstances ot  mitigation.  He  had  do 
objection^  however,  to  have  the  punishment 
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Altered  from  transportatioo  for  life  to  trani- 
portation  for  a  term  of  years  not  exceed- 
ing fourteen,  nor  less  than  seven  years. 
He  thought  the  crime  was  ponisbable  by 
law  before  the  present  Bill-— not  simply, 
but  as  an  act  of  conspiracy.  The  learned 
gentleman  then  roaoe  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  idle  or  mischievous  apprentice 
nvho  should  merely  break  his  master's 
frames,  who  would  not  be  punished,  and 
the  apprentice  combining  for  the  same 
purpose  with  the  Luddites,  who  would  be 
amenable  to  the  law. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  he  believed  no  other 
person  in  the  House   had   misunderstood 
his  learned  and  bon.  friend  in  the  same 
degree  as  the  learned  and  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  lasU     He  had  totally  miscon- 
ceived, nut  only  his  expressions,  but  the 
whole  scope  of  his  argument.     He  had  re- 
pnesented  him  a^  palliating  the  crime  of 
the  Luddites.     No   such   thing.     He  had 
merely  stated  that  it  was  a  crime  arising 
out  of  temporary  circumstances  and  tem- 
poraiy    irritation,   and    which   might  be 
efFcctually  prevented  by  temporary  pu- 
nishment.     As  to  the  distinction  between 
the   idle  apprentice,  acting  wantonly   irv 
violation  of  the  law,  or  in  concert  with  the 
Luddites,  there  was  no  such   distinction 
laid  down  in  the  Bill.     The  question  re- 
specting the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  by 
the  Bill  became  the  more  important  from 
the   nature   of    the   general   doctrine   on 
which  it  had  been  supported  Jby  his  Ma- 
jesty's A'.torncy  General.     The  specific 
punishment  denounced    by  the  Bill  was 
transportation  for  life.      But  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  contended  that  the  di- 
minution of  their  punishment  would  be  at 
the  discretion  of  the  judge.     The  House 
knew  but  too  well  the  practice  that  had 
prevailed   on   this  subject.      The  recent 
discussions  on  the  proposed  repeal  of  some 
of  the  old  statutes  had  put  them  in  posses- 
sion of  it.     In  the  times  when  those  sta- 
tutes were  passed,  a  more  extended  dis- 
cretion might  be  necessary  ;  bat  was  it  to 
be  endured,  when  passing  a  new  penal 
law,  that  ;)arliament  should  be  told, ''  Make 
the  punishment  as  severe  as  you  can  ;  the 
judges  will  take  rare  that  it  shall  seldom 
be  inflicted  ?"  Me  had  always  thought  that 
it  was  the  peculiar  praise  of  the  British  law, 
possessing  as  we  did  judges  of  great  wisdom 
and  unimpeached  integrity — that,  never- 
theless, their  discretion  in  cases  of  a  cri- 
minal nature  should  be  narrowed  as  much 
ai  possible.     In  the  best  works  on  juris- 
prudence it  had  always  been  laid  down  as 
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a  principle,  that  altboagh  the  qaantniii  of 
punishment  might  sometimes  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judges,  the  descrip* 
tion  of  it  should  always  be  regulated  by 
the  law.  By  contending  that  the  mercy 
of  the  court  would  be  so  frequently  exer- 
cised as  seldom  or  ever  to  expose  the  of- 
fender to  the  highest  punishment  of  the 
Bill,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  sub- 
stituted the  exception  for  the  general  role. 
The  prerogative  of  mercy  ooght  to  be  ap- 
plied only  to  cases  of  rare  occurrence  ; 
but,  according  to  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  it  should  be 
put  constantly  in  actioQ. 

The  -Attomty  General  explained.  What 
he  had  said  with  respect  to  apprentices 
was,  that  if  an  idle  apprentice  wantonly 
destroyed  the  frames  of  his  master,  he 
would  not  come  within  the  operation  of 
the  Act;  but  that  if  he  wickedly  and  ma- 
liciously did  so,  either  alone  or  in  concert 
with  others,  he  would  be  subject  to  its 
punishments. 

Mr.  Baihurst  supported  the  necessity  of 
enacting  a  severe  punishment  to  preyent 
the  recurrence  of  scenes,  the  terror  atten- 
dant on  which  in  the  neighbourhood  in 
which  they  had  occurred  was  much  greater 
than  that  occasioned  in  London  and  its 
neighbourhood  by  the  riots  of  1780.  The 
question  was,  whether  or  cot  it  was  fitting 
that  such  a  law  as  that  before  the  House 
should  be  on  the  statute-book  ?  The  de- 
cided opinion  was  that  it  ivas  fitting.  He 
trusted  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  its 
exercise ;  but  if,  unfortunately,  there 
should,  it  was  more  likely  to  call  for 
the  utmost  severity  of  the  law  than  for 
its  utmost  mitigation.  The  capital  pa- 
nishment  was  gone  from  the  Bill;  and  the 
least  that  could  be  substituted  was  the  pu- 
nishment of  transportation  for  life ;  and 
under  circumstances  in  which  the  grada- 
tion of  crime  must  be  so  extensive,  tbe 
judge  ought  to  have  the  power  of  inflict- 
ing the  highest  punishment  on  the  moat 
atrocious  offenders,  and  of  obtaining  m 
milder  punishment  for  those  whose  guilt 
was  not  so  extreme. 

Mr.  J.  Smiik  expressed  his  g[cat  mth^ 
faction  at  the  abolition  in  the  Bill  of  tbe 
punishment  of  death.  He  was  folly  ctm* 
vinced  that  it  had  deterred  many  persona 
from  prosecuting  offenders.  Nor  wonld 
this  be  surprising,  when  it  was  considered 
that  many  of  those  offenders  were  boya 
and  girls  of  16  or  17  years  of  age.  nm 
confessed  that  he  wished  the  term  of  trtne^ 
portation  h^  been  limited  ta  seven  yearaw 
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However,  he  preferred  mdoptfng  the  BHf 
as  it  stood,  to  leaving  such  Talvible  priH 
perty  as  the  lace  frames  anprotected ;  he 
declared^  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
who  had  joat  spoken,  had  by  no  means 
bverstated  the  terror  and  dismay  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  distarhances,  had  spread 
over  the  counties  in  which  those  distw- 
bances  had  occurred ;  and  he  trusted>  that 
the  measure  now  in  progress  would  prevent 
any  repetition  of  such  outrages. 

Mr.  Ahercrombie  observed,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  pro- 
position to  postpone  for  six  months  any 
further  proceedings  on  this  Bill,  was  by 
no  means  to  leave  the  property  of  the 
lace  manafacturers  unprotected,  bat-  to 
give  time  for  a  more  ample  consideration 
than  they  had  hitherto  received  of  two 
most  important  questions  in  the  Bill ; 
namely,  the  quantum  of  punishment,  and 
the  description  of  the  ofience.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  doctrines  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (the  At- 
torney General),  which  he  confessed  ap- 
peared to  him  to  involve  the  roost  severe 
censure  on  the  existing  laws  of  the  coun- 
try that  had  ever  been  uttered  within 
those  walls.  That  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  contended,  that  no  person 
ought  to  be  transported  save  for  life.  If 
so.  where  was  the  justice  of  annually  send- 
ing, as  we  did,  so  many  persons  to  New 
South  Wales,  for  seven  and  fourteen  years  r 
Advening  to  the  condition  of  that  colony, 
he  fflt  happy,  from  the  inquiries  which 
he  had  been  enabled  to  make  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  and  from  other 
sources,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  progress 
of  that  colony  in  improvement,  and  to  the 
vigilant  attention  of  government  with  re- 
spect to  it.  The  result  of  all  his  examina- 
tions was,  that  the  two  great  purposes  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  and  the  im- 
provement in  morals  of  the  inhabitants, 
were  commensurate.  This  fact  afibrded 
an  argument  against  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  who  wished  that  all  transport- 
ation should  be  for  life,  because,  as  he 
contended,  in  cases  of  transportation  for  a 
limited  period,  the  individuals  so  trans- 
ported were  restless  and  unhappy ;  no- 
thing but  the  exclusion  of  all  hope  of  a 
return  to  their  native  country  being  able 
fo  reconcile  them  to  their  exile.  To  the 
description  of  offence  contained  in  the  Bill 
lie  had  great  objection.  The  original 
cause  of  the  measure  was  the  combination 
of  offenders,  and  to  combination  alooe 
ovght  the  ponishment  to  tpply- 
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Mr.  Serjeant  Btm  denied  that  hia  hon. 
and  learned  friend  (the  Attorney  General) 
had  said  that  transportation  ought  in  all 
cases  to  be  for  life.  Wtiat  he  had  main- 
tained was,  that  unless  the  hon.  and  lean»> 
ed  gentleman  opposite  could  shew  that  no 
offence  of  the  kind  described  in  the  Bill 
could  by  possibility  occur,  to  which  the 
ponishment  of  transportation  for  life  ought 
to  be  applied,  that  punishment  ought  to  be 
left  as  the  highest  punishment  in  the  power 
of  the  judge  to  inflict,  leaving  it  to  his  di«« 
cretion  and  that  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, in  other  cases,  to  reduce  the  quan- 
tum of  punishment  in  proportion  to  the 
diminution  of  the  guilt.  It  had  been  con- 
tended, that  the  crime  described  in  the 
Bill  ought  not  to  be  made  a  felony,  be^ 
cause  it  was  not  so  immoral  an  act  as  the 
acts  which  were  usually  termed  felonious. 
For  his  part,  he  could  not  conceive  any 
act  much  more  immoral  than  a  malicious 
destruction  of  the  property  of  others. 
There  were  other  acts  not  more  atrociooa 
in  their  character  comprehended  among 
felonies.  To  destroy  a  turnpike  was  a  fe- 
lony. With  respect  to  the  discretion  to 
be  vested  in  the  judge,  he  maintained  that 
it  was  not  too  great.  The  judge  was 
obliged  to  pass  a  particular  sentence; 
transportation  for  life.  But  no  bad  conse« 
quence  would  thence  result  to  the  indivi- 
dual, if  there  had  been  any  favourable 
circumstances  in  his  conduct ;  because  m 
representation  of  those  circumstances  to 
the  executive  authority,  would  reduce 
the  quantum  of  punishment.  He  did  not 
understand,  however,  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  would  object  to  the  intro- 
duction in  the  Bill  of  a  clause,  giving  to 
the  judge,  instead  of  to  the  executive  au- 
thority, that  discretion,  if  tuck  a  clause 
would  satisfy  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man opposite.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  view  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
men opposite  took  of  the  crime  ?  Somi 
punishment  they  would  undoubtedly  affis 
to  its  perpetration.  Would  that  punish* 
ment  be  transportation  for  seven  year») 
Why  in  that  case,  and  if  that  punishment^ 
on  the  principles  of  the 'hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  were  to  be  inflicted  indiscri* 
minately  on  all  offenders,  by  far  tbe 
greater  part  of  them  would  be  in  a  much 
worse  situation  than  under  the  inflictions 
of  thv  Bill  as  it  stood.  He  confessed  that 
he,  for  one,  shoukl  have  been  better 
pleased  had  the  capital  punishment  not 
been  abolished  in  the  Bill:  not,  he  trusted* 
because  be  had  any  disposition  capitally 
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to  puni&h,  but  because  he  was  persuaded 
that,  had  it  been  retained,  it  would  have 
operated  not  cruelly,  bat  mercit'ully,  by 
df  terring  from  the  commission .  of  the 
crime  ;  and  by  preventing  the  recurrence 
of  those  disturbances  which  had  separated 
flo  many  individuals  from  their  friends, 
and  deprived  their  native  country  of  their 
services.  As  to  the  (]uestion  respecting 
combination,  to  require  that  proof  should 
be  given  of  the  existence  of  a  cumbinaiiun, 
would  be  to  make  the  Bill  comparatively 
inoperative.  All  that  it  was  necessary  to 
prove  was,  that  the  otiender  acted  mali* 
ciously. 

Mr.  II,  Adilington  argued  against  the 
substitution  of  the  punishment  of  transport- 
ation for  seven  years  for  the  punishment 
of  transportation  for  life. 

The  Amendment  was  then  negatived 
without  a  division,  and  the  report  was 
taken  into  consideration. 

'i'he  Attorney  General  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  comprehending  the 
punishment— namely,  after  the  words  that 
'<  the  offender  should  be  transported  for 
life,''  to  add  the  following,  "  or  for  such 
a  term  of  years,  not  less  than  seven,  as 
the  judge  before  whom  he  may  be  tried 
shall  think  fit  to  pronounce." 

Mr.  Horner  declared  that  it  was  not  in 
conformity  to  his  opinion  that  this  clause 
was  proposed.  He  objected  to  a  discre- 
tion so  large  being  vested  in  the  judge. 
It  w.is  true,  that  transportation  for  life 
seemed  to  him  to  be  an  unsuitable  punish- 
ment fur  the  otfence  described  in  the  Bill ; 
but  if  it  were  deemed  by  parliament  suit- 
able, he  would  much  rattier  it  should  be 
absolute,than  that  the  judge  should  possess 
such  au  extensive  discretion  as  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  lion,  and  learned 
gentleman  went  to  give  him.  If  it  were 
not  irregular  to  move  an  amendment  on 
an  amendment,  he  would  move  to  leave 
out  all  the  words  of  the  clause  after  the 
words  "the  otlcnder  shall  be  transported," 
for  the  purpose  of  substituting  the  follow- 
ing, "  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fourteen 
years,  or  less  than  seven." 

The  Attorney  General  repeated  his  ob- 
jections to  striking  the  punishment  of 
transportation  for  life  out  of  the  Bill.  If 
no  case  could  exist  in  which  a  greater 
punishment  than  transportation  for  14 
years  ought  to  be  inflicted,  he  would 
adopt  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.  Besides,  that  which 
was  called  transportation  for  life,  was  not, 
as  it  had  been  in  the  infancy  of  the  colony 
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of  New  South  Wales,  actually  so ;  of  tbia 
there  were  many  instances.  One  of  a 
very  recent  occurrence,  in  wbich  the 
inhabitants  of  Cambridge  had  been  thrown 
into  great  astonishment  by  the  re-appear- 
ance of  a  person  who  some  years  ago  had 
been  transported  from  that  place  for  life* 
On  investigation,  however,  it  appeared 
that  he  had  conducted  himself  in  a  manner 
so  exemplary,  that  the  governor  of  the  co- 
lony had  exercised  the  power  which  he 
possessed,  of  granting  him  a  free  pardon. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  that  when  there 
must  necessarily  be  so  many  shades  of 
guilt,  discretion  was  indispensable  to  the 
judge. 

The  Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hor- 
ner was  then  negatived,  and  the  original 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  Attorney 
General  adopted. 

Several  other  amendments  of  an  unim* 
portant  nature  were  introduced,  and  the 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Wednesday. 
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Tuesday,  December  7, 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  was  brought  up  ;  the  Resolo- 
tions  for  allowing  five  millions  to  be  raised 
in  Exchequer  Bills  were  agreed  to,  and  a 
Bill  ordered  accordingly. 

State  of  Newgate.*)  Mr.  Eden  rose 
to  make  his  intended  motion  for  Papers 
relative  to  the  present  state  of  Newgate. 
It  was  a  duty  nut  enjoined  by  law,  but 
acted  upon  by  grand  juries,  to  visit  gaols. 
and  to  report  on  any  faults  whirh  they 
might  find  in  their  management.  In  pur« 
suance  of  this  practice,  the  grand  jury  of 
the  city  of  London  last  week  visited  New- 
gate ;  and  their  report  staled,  that  in  that 
part  of  the  gaol  in  which  women  were 
confined,  and  which  was  not  intended  to 
accommodate  more  than  CO  prisoners, 
not  less  than  120  were  now  contained.  In 
the  oiher,  consecrated  to  the  debtois,  and 
where  only  100  ought  to  be,  they  had  not 
found  less  than  340.  To  state,  that  most 
of  these  were  in  want  of  clothing  and  bed* 
ding,  and  that  the  rain  beat  upon  them, 
might  be  suflicient  to  authorize  his  motion  ; 
but  he  would  add  a  few  facts  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Newman  himself,  given 
before  a  committee,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  would  do  justice  to  the  exertiooa 
of  that  gentleman  to  do  every  thing  in  bia 
power  to  render  the  situation  of  Sie  pri* 
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soners  less  misertble  than  it  was.     He 
stated  in  eyidence,  that  the  wards  for  the 
women  were  only  bpilt  to  contain  50 ;  but 
that,  by  cramming  the  hospital  and  in* 
firmary  with  prisoners,  they   might    be 
made  to  hold   100-— at  present  they  in- 
closed 20  above  that  number.     The  di- 
mensions of  the  principal  room   for  the 
women,  according  to  his  statement,  were 
70  feet  in  length  and  16  in  breadth.     In 
this  only  '20  women  were  originally  placed, 
80  as  to  ha?e  each  three  feet  six  inches  in 
length.     Now  that  number  was  trebled, 
and  every  female  prisoner  had  no  more 
space  allotted  to  her  than  one  foot  three 
inches.    They  even   had   less,  as  many 
were  compelled   to  keep   their  children 
with  them  for  want  of  a  home  to  send 
them  to.     What  was  the  description  of 
the  prisoners  thus  crowded   together   in 
that  gaol  ?  They  were  convicts  senti^nced 
to  transportation,  but  who  were  compelled 
to  wait,  as  the  means  of  conveyance  were 
not  ready,  or  because  they  were  too  ill  to 
be  removed.     They  were  also  prisoners 
on  suspicion  of  crimes ;  the  hardened  were 
mingled  with  those  who  had  but  just  com* 
initted  a  first  offence,  and  who,  if  they  bad 
brought  a  single  seed  of  virtue  into  that 
horrid  den,  would  soon  have  it  choaked 
in  the  company  of  the  most  abandoned. 
On   the    part    of   the  debtors  confined, 
(whose  number,  he  hoped,  the  Act  to  be 
passed  this  day  would  greatly  diminish, 
by  depriving  the  creditor  of  the  power  of 
punishing  the  insolvent  debtor)  the  want 
of  room,  and  difficulties,  were  the  same. 
As  to   the   male  felons,  the  grand  jury 
stated  nothing ;  but  it  was  notorious  that 
the  same  system  of  mingling  the  hardened 
with  the  first  offenders  prevailed.     These 
were  the  facts  which  induced  him  to  form 
his  present  motion.     He  made  it  for  two 
additional  reasons;  because  to  make  an 
evil  public  was  a  creat  redress  ;  and  be- 
cause he  should,  after  the  recess,  move  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
regulation   of   prisons.      The   paper    for 
which  he  should  move  had  already  been 
taken  into  consideration   by   the  city  of 
London,  a  building  was  ordered  to  be  pre* 
pared,  and  a  remedy  proposed  to  soften 
the  evil.     It  therefore  could   not  be  be- 
neath the  notice  of  parliament  to  contri- 
bute by  its  attention  to  the  relief  which  it 
was  now  endeavoured  to  yield  to  so  many 
unfortunate  prisoners.    The  hon.  gentle- 
roan  concluded  by  moving,  that  a  copy  of 
the  papers  respecting  the  state  of  the  gaol 
of  Newgate,  lately  presented  to  the  judges 


by  the  grand  jury^  be  laid  before  tho 
House. 

Sir  jr.  Curtis  seconded  the  motion ;  at 
the  same  time,  he  expressed  his  firm  opi- 
nion, that  however  unfortunate  the  situa- 
tion of  the  prisoners  in  Newgate  was,  no 
blame  could  be  laid  on  Mr.  Newman,  who 
had  done  every  thing  which  his  limited 
means  allowed  to  improve  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  followed  the  same 
line  of  argument. 

Sir  James  Shaw  thought  that  the  more 
the  House  should  inquire  into  the  manage- 
ment of  Newgate,  the  more  it  would  find 
that  every  thing  was  done,  consistent  with 
existing  means,  to  accommodate  the  pri- 
soners.    The  overfolness  of  the  gaol  was 
the  cause  of  their  distressed  situation ;  and 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  in  the 
operation  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Art. 
The  number  of  persons  confined  for  debt 
in  Newgate  now  amounted  to  355.     It  was 
the  object  of  the  city  of  London  to  remove 
all  debtors  from  that  gaol ;  and  for  that 
purpose   a  building  was  erecting,  which 
would   contain  about  .500  debtors.  .  No- 
thing, therefore,  was  wanting  on  the  part 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  dij>po<ition  to 
accommodate  that  class    of    individuals. 
The  room  provided  in  Newgate  for  felons 
and  convicts  was  not  intended   for  more 
than  370,  and  now  contained  479.— This 
was  chiefly  occasioned  by  the  necessity  in 
which   many  convicts  were    placed    of 
waiting  till  a  sufficient  number  had  accu- 
mulated to  be  sent  to  New  South  Wales. 
The  sheriffs  of  London,  with  that  doe  at- 
tention to  every  branch  of  their  duty  by 
which  they  had  distinguished  themselves, 
had  about  three  weeks  ago  represented  to 
the  noble  lord  holding  the  office  of  his 
Majesty's  secretary  of  state,  the  necessity 
of  procuring  shipping  to  ease  Newgate  of 
the  number  of  convicts  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation which  it  contained.     The  reply 
which  they  had  received  was,  that  every 
thing  possible  should  be  done  by  govern* 
ment  to  procure  the  necessary  shipping. 
When  the  debtors  should  be  tor  ever  re* 
moved  from  that  gaol,  and  '200  convicts 
transported,  the   number  that  would  re- 
main would  not  then  much  exceed  300; 
and  the  capacity  of  Newgate  would  then 
allow  that  separation  between  hardened 
and  new  otiiznders  to  be  made,  the  pro- 
priety of  which  every  one  must  acknow- 
ledge, while  lamenting  its  present  imprac- 
ticability.    He  had  thought  these  explana- 
tions necessary,  when  be  found  that  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
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seemed  to  imply  a  charge  both  against  the 
keeper  of  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  and  against 
the  city  of  London.  He  trusted  he  had 
now  satisfactorily  shown  the  origin  of  the 
evil,  and  the  prospect  of  its  being  reme- 
died* 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikina  vindicated  Mr. 
Newman  from  any  blame  which  might  by 
implication  have  been  attached  to  him  in 
consequence  of  the  present  motion. 
Every  thing  was  done  to  keep  Newgate  in 
the  best  order,  and  in  the  most  cleanly 
state.  If  any  member  of  the  House  looked 
at  that  prison  in  the  morning,  he  would 
not  be  ashamed  to  compare  it  with  any 
dairy  in  the  country.  Much  of  its  incon- 
veniences were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
prisoners  themselves,  and  especially  the 
Women,  whom  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
clean.  The  great  grievance  was,  the  too 
great  number  of  prisoners. 

Mr.  Abercromby  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion that  this  motion  should  have   been 
brought  before  the  House,  and  met  in  the 
cheerful  manner  it  had  been.    It  was  im- 
possible to  speak  with  too  much  regard  of 
the  attention  and  humanity  of  Mr.  New- 
man ;  but  he  must  own,  that  having  occa* 
^on  to  visit  Newgate  two  years  ago,  in 
his  capacity  as  a  member  of  that  House, 
the  state  in  which  he  found  it  made  him 
consider  it  as  a  dismce  to  this  metropolis, 
especially  the  wards  of  the  women.     He 
agreed  with  the  last  speaker,  that  women 
might  be  less  disposed  to  cleanliness,  yet 
the  place  vras  not  such  as  humanity  re- 
quired  should    be    provided    for    them. 
Comparing  the  returns   of   the  average 
number  of  prisoners  with  the  capacities  of 
the  gaol  itself,  it  was  evidently  impossible 
to  class  the  prisoners  according  to  their 
various  shades  of  oiTence.      That  could 
only  be  effected  by  a  paiticular  provision 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smith  spoke  generally 
on  the  depravity  and  ill  conduct  of 
prisoners,  which  greatly  impeded  any 
exertion  made  in  their  behalf* 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  that  there  were 
two  causes  of  the  distresses  experienced 
in  Newgate — the  one  temporary,  and  the 
other  lasting.  The  first  related  to  debtors, 
and  be  hoped  the  present  Act  would  re- 
move it.  The  second,  to  the  hardship  of 
prisoners  being  compelled  to  wait  till  their 
number  was  sufficiently  considerable  to 
allow  of  their  being  transported.  To 
ffsmedy  the  latter,  he  thought  it  would  be 
preferable  to  select  a  new  place  of  banisb- 
nent,  and  form  a  new-  aettiement  nearer 


home,  which  would  admit  of  a  diore  fre- 
quent embarkation  on  the  part  of  the  coo;- 
victs,  and  at  less  expence*  There  was  also 
another  method  which  might  lead  to  a 
diminution  of  their  numbers.  He  wished 
government  should  investigate  their  par- 
ticular ofienccs  more  deeply  ;  and  if  tbey 
were  found,  as  it  might  often  happen, 
worthy  of  pardon,  that  it  should  be 
granted  at  once,  and  they  should  not  be 
left  to  be  entirely  corrupted  by  the  com- 
pany of  the  abandoned. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
papers  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Uonse* 

InsolventDebtors'  Amendment  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Serjeant  Best 
moved  that  it  be  recomniitied. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  stage  at 
which  this  could  be  done  was  past;  and 
that,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
House^  the  Bill  must  be  now  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bat  had  understood,  when 
he  gave  notice  yesterday  of  his  intention 
to  move  for  the  recommitment  of  the  Bill, 
that  his  proposal  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 

Mr.  Horrur  stated,  that  if  the  hon*  and 
learned  Serjeant  supposed  that  he  had 
agreed  to  the  recommitment  of  the  Bill, 
hi  was  in  an  error;  as,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing it,  it  would  have  been  taking  n 
step  backwards. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beit  thought,  that  were 
the  Bill  to  pass  without  the  amendments 
which  he  had  to  propose,  it  would  not 
perform  the  office  which  it  was  intended 
to  perform.  In  the  original  Bill  passed 
last  session,  there  was  a  clause  which  be  ^ 
was  astonished  should  have  escaped  the 
attention  of  the  members,  and  should  have 
been  allowed  to  become  part  of  the  British 
law.  It  was  therein  enacted,  that  if  a 
party  concealed  property  to  the  amoont 
of  '20L  he  should  be  liable  to  capital 
punishment.  This  was  an  innovation  of 
the  most  dangerous  tendency.  It  had 
never  happened  in  any  case  before,  thai  m 
British  subject  was  exposed  to  capitnl 
punishment  without  the  double  protection 
of  two  juries,  of  a  grand  jury,  and  of  a 
jury  on  his  trial;  vihiie  by  the  clause  na 
it  stood  in  the  Bill,  be  mi^lit  be  convicted 
at  once  on  a  mere  information.  There 
were  also  many  other  clauses  of  this 
amended  Bill,  which  required  to  be  al- 
tered to  render  it  efficient,  before  it  pataed 
into  a  law*    In  the  tjiiird  sectioa  it 
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Stated,  that  any  insolrent  debtor,  desirous 
to  take  the   benefit  of   this  Act,  should 
give  notice  of  his  intention  in  the  London 
Gazette,  or  any  other  newspaper.     Thusi 
the  debtor  was   allowed  to   choose    any 
paper  which  he  might  think  least  likely  to 
meet  the  eyes  of  his  creditors.     Another 
clause  allowed   debtors    to    be    brought 
before  m;igistrates,  out  of  (quarter  sessions, 
but  did  not  invest  those  mas^istrates  with 
sufficient  authority  to  act.     He  mentioned 
these  facts  not  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
Bill,  but  to  show  the  propriety  of  placing 
it  in  a  situation  in  which  it  could  be  satis- 
factorily amended.     If  passed  as  it  stood, 
it  was  impossible  that  it  should  be  exe- 
cuted.    The   House   must  recollect,  that 
all  prisoners  were  not  to  be  discharged ; 
that  a  diU'erence  should  be  mad*;  between 
those  who  had  been  rendered  insolvent  by 
misfortunes  and  by  fraud.     But  how  could 
the  court  ascertain  when  misfortune  and 
fraud  were  at  the  root  of  insolvency,  if 
tho  Act  did  not  point  out  any  means  of 
obtaining  satisfactory  evidence  }   Suppose 
that  a  debtor  from  Northumberland  should 
be   confinpd   in  the  Fleet  or  the  King's- 
bench,    which    frequently   happened,    as 
prisoners  possessed  the  means  of  removing 
themselves  from  a  country  to  a  town  gaol. 
Was  the  creditor,  defrauded,  and  perhaps 
deeply  injured  in  his  circumstances,  by 
the  villanv  of  the  debtor,  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  bringing  not  only  himitelf,  but 
his  witnesses  from  Northumberland  with 
him  to  prove  the  fraud  committed  upon 
him  ?  It  might  happen,  and  it  undoubtedly 
frequently    happened,    that  the   debtor's 
dishonesty  had  put  it  out  of  the  creditor's 
power  to  incur  the  expence  necessary  to 
prevent  him  taking  the  benefit  of  the  Act, 
and  to  recover  his  own  property.     Thus 
fraud  produced  its  own  security  !  For  the 
purpose  of  amending  this  defect,  he  in- 
tended  proposing  a  clause,  which  should 
empower  creditors  in  the  country  to  go  to 
magistrates    within  the   districts,    before 
whom  they  should  state  and  prove  their 
case,  and  transmit  an  authenticated  copy 
to  the  court,  against  the  debtor.     This  was 
certainly  a  bad  way  of  administering  jus- 
tice,  but  it  was  the  only  one  consonant 
with  the  nature  of  the  Bill  that  remained. 
—To  the  principle  of  this  measure  he  was 
not  hostile,  bat  he  thought  that  as  it  stood 
at  present  it  made  no  difference  between 
the  bonest  and  the  fraudulent  debtor.     It 
was  said  to  be  founded  on  the  principle  of 
the  ceuio  bonorum,  but  not  sufficiently  so. 
He  wished  it  to  be  carried  farther  on  that 
(  VOL.  XXVIL  ) 


plan.  He  wishei  to  make  this  cessio 
bonorum  in  some  cases  preventive  of  the 
imprisonment  which  insolvency  was  likely 
to  occasion.  There  werfe  many  indivi* 
duals  to  whom  passing  the  threshold  of  a 
prison  was  as  severe  punishment  as  pro* 
tracted  confinement.  The  idea  of  it  wat 
revolting  to  their  minds.  The  preseni 
Bill  did  not  offer  these  any  relief;  it  did 
not  go  far  enough.  He  wished  to  present 
a  temptation  to  a  timely  settlement ;  and 
to  induce  debtors,  as  soon  as  they  found 
themselves  likely  to  become  insolvent,  not 
to  hold  their  creditors  at  arm's  length,  but 
immediately  to  call  them,  and  adopt  tha 
only  means  which  could  procure  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  to  all  parties,  secur- 
ing the  one  against  further  losses,  and  the 
other  against  confinement.  He  would, 
therefore,  propose  a  clause  enacting  that 
debtors  rendered  insolvent  by  proved  mis* 
fortunes,  and  coming  forward  in  time  to 
satisfy  their  creditors  as  to  their  real  con- 
dition, should  have  the  benefit  of  the  Act 
without  being  sent  to  prison. .  If  they 
were  to  be  confined  even  three  months 
only,  then  the  jrreater  part  of  the  money 
they  might  still  possess,  would,  in  that 
period,  have  passed  into  the  hands  of 
gaolers  and  other  persons,  to  the  real 
detrihdent  of  the  creditors.  It  also  fre- 
quently happened,  that  either  tbrougb 
malignity,  or  through  a  vain  wish  of  de- 
laying the  dreaded  hour  of  imprisonment, 
a  debtor  defended  causes,  which  led  his 
creditors  into  useless  expences,  and  only 
served  to  bring  down  increased  ruin  upon 
himself.  He  would  make  a  difference  be- 
tween those  who  acted  thus,  and  those 
who  called  at  once  their  creditors,  and 
put  them  fairly  in  possession  of  the  real 
state  of  their  affairs.  He  intended,  there- 
fore, to  propose  a  clause,  enacting  that 
when  a  debtor  should  defend  hopeless 
causes,  and  a  verdict  should  be  found 
against  him  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen, 
he  should  be  punished,  not  merely  by  the 
three  months  of  imprisonment  mentioned 
in  the  present  Bill,  within  the  rules  of  the 
prison,  where  it  was  known  so  many  com- 
forts and  indulgences  might  be  obtained, 
but  by  twelve  month's  close  confinement 
within  the  walls  of  the  gaol.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  honest  but  unfortunate  in^lvent 
debtor  should  be  entitled  to  his  freedom 
after  three  months ;  but  if  it  was  proved 
that  he  had  been  reduced  by  expences 
into  which  he  had  no  right  to  launch,  by 
living  above  his  condition,  and  thus  incur- 
rins^  wanton  losses,  he  should  not  be  dis- 
(S) 
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charged  ander  a  iwelyerooDth*  In  the 
case  of  bankrupts,  if  a  man  gave  a  fortanti 
to  his  children  subsequent  to  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  he  was  not  entitled  to  his 
certificate,  or  if  he  bad  wantonly  lost  \OQl» 
within  the  twelvemonth.  Why  should  it 
be  different  in  the  case  of  an  insolvent 
debtor,  if  it  should  be  proved,  that  within 
the  same  period,  he  had  either  transferred 
a  fortune  to  his  children,  or  incurred  simi- 
lar wanton  loss  ?  He  therefore  wished  to 
add  a  clause  to  the  Bill«  which,  acting 
like  the  provisions  of  the  bankruptcy  law 
against  the  granting  of  certificates  in  such 
particular  cases,  should  deprive  the  insol- 
Tent  debtor,  placed  in  similar  circum- 
stances, of  the  benefit  of  the  present  Act. 

The  Speaker  then  stated,  that,  consis- 
tently with  the  regulations  of  the  House, 
the  Bill  must  now  be  read  a  third  time ; 
and  then  any  hon.  gentleman  might  offer 
clauses  as  amendments,  or  move  to  post- 
pone the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  having  been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Besi  proposed  his  first 
clause,  allowing  debtors,  whether  any 
action  had  been  brouj^ht  against  them  or 
not,  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  Bill. 

On  the  motion  that  the  clause  be 
brought  up, 

Mr.  Horner  expressed  his  wish  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  words  on 
the  subject.  As  the  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  had  declared  that  he  was  favoura- 
ble to  the  principle  of  the  ceMio  bonorum, 
he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  so ;  otherwise, 
from  the  general  tenour  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Serjeant's  speech,  he  should  have 
concluded  otherwise.  From  the  mode  in 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  bad 
assailed  the  Bill,  he  was  really  apprehen- 
sive that  he  was  altogether  hostile  to  it, 
until  he  expressed  his  acquiescence  in 
that  principle  on  which  it  was  mainly 
founded*  He  confessed  that  he  was  much 
surprised,  however,  at  the  objections  urged 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  against 
parts  of  the  measure,  recollecting,  as  he 
did,  that  the  Act  of  last  session  pasaed 
through  the  House  without  any  objections 
having  been  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant.  He  regretted 
that  the  objections  in  the  present  instance 
had  be^n  deferred  to  so  late  a  stage  of  the 
Bill.  Still  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  and  so  approv- 
ing of  it  he  trusted  that  he  would  not  en- 
deavour, by  any  delay  or  obstruction,  to 
throw  difficulties  in  ibe  way  of  iu  execu- 


tion. When  he  said  this,  he  begeed  id 
be  understood  that  he  was  perauadcd  no 
one  was  better  qualified,  both  from  his 
legal  knowledge  and  hit  experience,  than 
the  learned  serjeant,  to  suggest  many  ion* 
prove  men  ts,  not  only  in  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  but  in  any  Bill  of  a  similar  nature 
that  might  be  introduced.  But  he  wonU 
take  the  liberty  of  sugg^ting  to  him  the 
expediency  of  allowing  the  BiU  lo  pass 
in  its  present  form ;  as  the  subject  wai  one 
to  which  both  in  this  and  in  lobaeqaeoi 
sessions  the  attention  of  parliament  must 
be  repeatedly  called,  before  the  statote 
could  be  rendered  as  perfect  as  it  was  de- 
sirable to  make  it ;  and  consequently  the 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  woold  have 
abundant  opportunities  of  bringing  for- 
ward any  proposition  that  he  might  think 
fit  to  introduce.  With  the  utmost  defe- 
rence to  the  judgment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  serjeant,  he  would  submit  to  him 
the  wisdom  of  this  postponement,  eyen 
with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  his  own 
objects.  He  said  this  with  the  atmost 
sincerity ;  because,  although  parliament 
had  (wisely,  he  contended)  adopted  a 
great  innovation  during  the  last  session  in 
the  law  of  England,  on  this  subject,  by 
the  admission  of  the  principle  of  the  ceuio 
bonorunit  the  hen.  and  learned  serjeant  had 
that  night  proposed  innovations  on  the 
law  of  England  of  a  much  more  extensive 
description.  For  instance,  the  hon.  and 
learned  serjeant  seemed  to  think  that  It 
would  be  proper  to  extend  the  benefil;  of 
the  bankrupt  laws  to  persons  who  were 
not  traders.  He  seemed  to  think  that  is 
would  be  proper  to  designate  a  new 
description  of  punishable  crime*  And 
through  all  the  clauses,  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  serjeant  had  intimated  thai  it 
was  bis  intention  to  propose,  and  through 
the  whole  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Ser- 
jeant's speech,  he  seemed  to  take  a  view 
of  the  doctrine  of  imprisonment  for  civil 
debt,  wholly  different  from  the  law  as  it 
existed  before  the  measure  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  wholly  different  from  the  tme 
principle  of  that  measure  itself.  The 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  proposed,  thas 
the  benefits  of  the  Bill  under  discussion  (a 
Bill,  he  begged  the  House  to  remark,  tor 
the  discharge  of  insolvent  debtors  in 
prison)  should  be  extended  to  debtors  not 
in  prison,  or  not  going  to  prison,  who 
were  insolvent,  and  who  could  satisfac* 
torily  prove  that  their  insolvency  was  the 
result,  not  of  criminal  extravagance,  hot 
of  inevitable  misfortune.   He  (Mr.  liorner} 


J613 


Iiwdvem  Dehian  Amendmmi  lBilL 


I>BC.7y      1813. 


[tes 


was  not  prepared  to  tay  that  there  might 
not  be  great  wisdom  in  the  adoption  of 
such  a  proposition  ;  but  he  was  prepared 
to  say,  that  it  was  an  innoTation  on  the 
existmg  law,  of  snch  an  extent,  as  to  re  • 
qaire  a  great  deal  of  conxideration.     He 
would  also  take  on  himself  to  assert,  that  a 
more  norel  or  a  more  daring  innovation 
on  our  jurisprudence  had  never  been  pro- 
posed either  in  that  House,  or  elsewhere. 
jt  was  very  true,  that  there  were  cases  in 
which  insolvency  could  be  traced  only 
to  an  extraordinary  concurrence  of  cala- 
mitous circumstances,  and  in  which  the 
insolvent  person  was  wholly  free  from 
blame.     At  the  |saaie  time,  it  was  well 
known  that  those  cases  were  of  rare  oc- 
currence ;    and  that  the  task  of  distin- 
goishing  between  such  cases  and  cases  of 
an  opposite  description  was  one  of  the 
most  unfit  duties  that  could  be  imposed  on 
courts  of  justice.    For  what  were  the  ob- 
jects that  courts  of  justice  must  consider 
in  an  investigation  of  that  nature  ?  They 
must  examine  the  whole  history  and  cir- 
cumstances of  a  man's  life,  from  his  com- 
mencement in  business  until  the  period  at 
which  his  affairs  might  be  brought  before 
them  !  They  most  inquireinto  all  his  con- 
nections—they must  ascertain  all  his  re- 
sources—tbey  most    investigate    all    his 
modes  of  expenditure-— they  must  trace 
him  through  all  the  rami6cations  of  his 
manners,   and   habits,    and    occupations. 
Even  if  a  moral  tribunal  were  constituted 
for  such  a  purpose,  it  would  be  found  in- 
adequate to  its  execution  ;  but  that  a  per- 
son possessed  of  such   legal  knowledge 
and  experience  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  should  think  of  making  it  a  matter 
of  judicial  proceeding,  did,  be  confessed, 
not  a  little  surprise  him.     He  repeated, 
that  the  cases  were  rare  in  which  insol- 
vency was  attributable  solely  to  misfor- 
tune.    More  or  less  of  indiscretion  and 
criminality  was  usually  mingled  with  the 
cause;  and  in  his  opinion,  it  was  much 
better  to  leave  the  determination  on  this 
stibject  with  those  individuals  with  whom 
an  insolvent  person  had  now  to  deal  (his 
creditors),  than  to  submit  it  to  any  tribunal 
whatever,  moral  or  judicial.    Those  indi- 
viduals had  the  best  opportunities  of  know- 
ing, from    their   acquaintance  with    the 
debtor,  whether  or  not  his  conduct  had 
been  culpable  or  otherwise.    The   hon. 
and  learned  serjeant,  however,  seemed  not 
to  think  so ;  and  all  at  once,  on  the  third 
readinp;  of  the' Bill,  he  proposed  a  clause, 
declaring  that  an  insolvent  person  who 


could  shew  that  be  bad  become  insolvent 
firom  misfortune  alone,  and  who  had  sur* 
rendered   all   his  effects,  should  be  dis- 
charged without  an  hour's  imprisonment—* 
without  affording  the    time  required   to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  atten- 
dant on  all  insolvency,  and  in  which  ar- 
rangements the  insolvent  person  was  fre- 
quently as  much  interested  as  any  other 
person.     There  was  another  novelty  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant ; 
namely,  that  if  any  debtor  fought  off  the 
demands  of  his   creditors,  and  allowed 
them  to  go  to  judgment,  either  on  a  de- 
murrer or  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  snch 
debtor  should   be  punished   by   a  more 
rigorous  species  of  mcarceration  than  had 
hitherto  been  known  in  the  law  on  this 
subject-^close confinement.    Now  it  might 
be  very  proper  that  a  debtor  so  attemptmg 
to  defeat  his  creditors  in'  their  legitimate 
object,  should  be  subjected  to  some  mode 
of  punishment;   but   he  should  like  to 
know  if  it  was  not  a  new  principle  in  the 
law  of  England,  to  apply  imprisonment 
to  a  debtor  as  a  mode  of  punishment  at  all* 
Unquestionably,  creditors  had  it  in  their 
power  to  imprison  their  debtors  to  enforce 
a  disclosure  of  property,  and  a  payment 
of  their  demands ;  but  certainly  the  law 
of  England  never  recognised  this  impri- 
sonment as   a  punishment,  or  it  would 
have  been  found  where  alone  the  power 
of  punishment  was  ever  vested  by  the  law 
— >in  the  hands  of  the  public.    Really,  the 
more  he  considered  these  speculative  pro- 
jects of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant,  the 
more  strongly  he  most  recommend  their 
postponement    to    some    future    period. 
There  were  other  clauses  to  be  proposed* 
it  seemed,  by  the  hon.  and  learned  ser- 
jeant, on  which  he  would  comment  parti- 
cularly when  they  should  be  individually 
before  the  House.     It  did  certainly  ap- 
pear  to    him  difficult    to  reconcile   tba 
anxiety  of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant 
on  the  present  occasion,  with  his  iileni 
acquiescence  in  the  Act  of  last  session. 
But  if  there  were  slanting  any  thing  to 
convince  him  (Mr.  Horner}  now  much 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  it  was  the  nature  of  tha 
objections  which  alone,  after  great  c4)nsi- 
deration,  so  learned  and  acute  a  person 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  was  en- 
abled to  urge  against  it.    The  hon.  and 
learned  serjeant  objected  to  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  respected  the  notices  ;  and 
having  stated  that  the  notices  were  to  be 
inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  in 
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any  oi her  newspaper  that  the  debtor  might    although  in  the  Bill  of  Is^t  sessioe  whea 
choose,  exclaimed,  "  Was  ihere  ever  such    first  introduced,  had  been  struck  out  in 


a  regulation  heard  ofr^'^-Now  he  begged 
pardon  of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant, 
but  certainly  he  had  never  read  the  Bill ; 
for  if  he  had^  he  would  have  found  in  the 
next  line,  that  the  choice  of  the  news- 
paper was  to  be,  not  at  (he  discretion  of 
the  debtor,  but  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court.  So  with  respect  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Serjeant's  objection  relative 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Serjeant,  having  just 
stated,  that  the  Bill  allowed  a  prisoner  for 
debt  to  be  brought  before  justices  of  peace 
in  the  country,  in  session  and  out  of  it, 
asked  why,  as  by  the  Bill,  justices  could 
not  do  any  thing  out  of  session;  and  added, 
that  this  exhibited  great  carelessness  in 
the  drawing  of  the  Bill.  He  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say,  that  this  remark  exhibited 
great  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Serjeant  in  reading  the  Bill. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  would 
read  the  Bill«  and  the  Act  of  last  year  to- 
gether, he  would  find  that  there  were 
some  things  which  they  could  do  out  of 
session.  The  judge  of  the  insolvent  court 
had  power  under  the  Act  to  direct  magis- 
trates in  the  country  to  take  the  examina- 
tion of  a  prisoner  for  debt,  either  in  session 
or  out  of  session,  for  the  purpose  of  cer- 
tifying to  the  judge  those  circumstances 
on  which  he  was  to  ground  his  judgment. 
By  the  Bill  of  Amendment,  a  power  was 
given  to  the  magistrates,  not  merely  to 
examine^  but  to  form  a  judicial  opinion, 
whether  or  not  the  debtor  was  a  fit  person 
to  be  discharged  ;  that  opinion  to  be  for- 
warded for  the  information  of  the  judge  of 
the  insolvent  court ;  and  this  povver  was 
Tested  in  the  magistrals,  in  or  out  of  ses- 
sion. There  reniainvd,  as  he  believed, 
but  one  other  objection  to  the  Bill,  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant. 
The  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  had 
referred  to  the  Act  of  last  year  ;  and  had 
adverted  to  a  clause  which  he  stated  to  be 
in  that  Act,  declaring  a  debtor  who  con- 
cealed from  his  creditors  property  to  the 
amount  of  ^0/.  guilty  of  a  capital  crime, 
without  those  ordin:\ry  forms  of  previous 
trial  which  the  law  required.  He  was 
ashamed  to  say,  that  he  was  not  sufhciently 
acquainted  with  the  Act  in  question,  to  be 
aware  of  the  exisienre  of  such  a  clause. 
If  it  did  exist,  it  might  he  proper  that  it 
should  be  rescinded  ;  but — 

Mr.   Seij.   b'St  ht  re  stated  across  the 
table«  that  he  found  the  cUtue  alluded  to, 


the  progress  of  the  measure  through  the 
House. 

Mr.  J/om^  observed,  that  this  was  ano« 
ther  instance  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  serjeant,  who,  nevertheless, 
had  so  freely  charged  others  with  carelesa* 
ness  and  inaccuracy.  A  great  part  ^f  the 
hon.  and  learned  Serjeant's  invective  sum! 
declamation  had  been  bestowed  on  a  clause 
which  he  had  contended  constituted  a 
crime  unknown  to  the  law,  and  enacted  % 
punishment  destructive  of  the  rights  of  the 
subject ;  and  it  now  appeared,  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Serjeant's  own  con- 
fession, that  no  such  clause  was  in  exiat* 
encc;  but  that,  though  introduced  in  the 
Bill  of  last  session,  the  House  in  its  wis* 
dom  had  thought  proper  to  expunge  it! 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  the  Act  of  last 
session  had  proved  wholly  inefficient  up 
to  the  present  moment,  not  a  single 
debtor  having  been  discharged  under  it. 
He  had  no  hostility  to  the  Bill  whatever* 
On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that,  properly 
modified,  it  might  be  very  serviceable* 
The  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  had  been 
unjustly  charged  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentlemnn  with  an  attempt  to  iutrpdnce  m 
great  innovation  in  the  law.  All  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  proposed  was,  to 
discriminate,  if  po.ssible,  between  the  un- 
fortunate and  the  criminal  debtor.  It 
might  be  difficult  to  do  this  completely  ; 
but  the  attempt  was  laudable,  and  even 
an  approximation  to  success  would  be 
attended  with  the  highest  benefits.  It 
was  no  novelty  whatever,  to  give  to  per- 
sons not  in  trade  the  option  of  taking  the 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  How  easy 
was  it  now  for  any  person  to  make  him- 
self a  trader !  He  had  only,  in  confede- 
racy with  others,  to  draw  and  re-draw 
bills,  and  he  would  thus  qualify  himself  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  It 
was  so  also  with  the  bankrupt  laws.  An 
individual  had  only  to  prevail  on  a  friend 
to  take  out  a  commission  against  him^  and 
he  could  then  avail  himself  of  all  the  be* 
nefits  of  the  Act.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  entitled  to 
the  applause  of  the  House  and  the  coODtry, 
for  endeavouring  to  introduce  the  discri- 
mination he  had  alluded  to.  He  w.asanre 
that  all  the  commercial  world,  and  eiietj 
honest  man,  would  wish,  now  that  parlia- 
ment was  modifying  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  some  such  discrimination  should^ 
if  possible,    be   adopted;    and  that  Ih^ 
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hoQMy  but  unforlunate  debtor  should  not 
be  branded  by  being  placed  in  the  same 
situation  as  the  debtor  whose  conduct  had 
been  extravagant  and  criminal.  It-^  was 
true,  that,  technically  speaking,  .imprison- 
ment for  debt  was  not  known  to  the  law 
as  a  punishment.  But  unquestionably  it  did 
operate  as  a  punishment;  and  he  could  not 
conceive  what  objeciion  there  could  be  to 
modify  the  power  of  the  creditor  on  this 
subject.  What  could  be  more  just  than 
that  the  ^^gree  of  suffering  should  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  degree  of  criminality  ? 
He  confessed  that  he  thought  in  many 
cases  a  false  compassion  had  been  shown 
to  debtors ;  he  said  false,  because  the  con- 
sequence of  it  had  frequently  been  to 
throw  the  unfortunate  and  injured  cre- 
ditors into  the  prison  from  which  their 
debtors  had  been  liberated.  He  repeated, 
that  the  commercial  world,  and  every 
friend  of  good  ^rder  and  justice,  must  be 
grateful  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Serjeant 
for  his  proposition ;  and  if  he  did  not  press 
it  atf present,  he  trusted  he  would  intro- 
duce it  at  some  future  period,  after  a  more 
ample  consideration. 

Mr.  Abercrombjf  contended,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  had 
much  misrepresented  hiv  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  whose  only  regret  was,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Serjeant  had  deferred  his 
objections  to  the  Bill  until  a  stage  so  late  ; 
and  who,  so  far  from  treating  with  indif- 
ference the  opinions  of  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Serjeant,  bad  expressly  declared,  that 
there  was  no  one  from  whom  he  would 
more  eagerly  court  discussioil  on  such  a 
subject.  He  was  sure  the  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  must,  however,  be  aware,  that 
even  if  ultimately  he  could  prevail  on 
the  House  to  adopt  his  propositions,  it 
could  not  be  until  after  such  mature  con- 
sideration, and  such  nice  balancing  one 
difficulty  against  another,  that  it  would  be 
highly  inexpedient  to  press  them  at  the 
present  moment. 

Mr.  Hammertlcff  declared,  that  in  his 
opinion,  the  public  were  extremely  in- 
debted to  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant 
for  bis  endeavour  to  make  a  distinction 
between  the  unfortunate  and  the  guilty 
debtor.  Any  Bill  which  might  pass  with- 
out such  a  distinction,  would  in  his  opi- 
nion be  very  injurious  to  the  community. 

The  clause  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Serj.  Best  next  proposed  his  clause 
for  punishing  debtors  who  defended  the 
actions  of  their  creditors  against  them  as 
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long  at  possible,,  with  imprisonment  for 
twelve  months.  This  was  what  was  tech- 
nically termed  a  sham  pleading,  and  no 
argument  that  he  had  heard  would  deter 
him  from  proposing  this  clause  to  pu- 
nish it. 

Mr.  Lockhari  suggested  that  the  clauso 
should  be  made  op(*rative,  not  on  those 
now  in  prison  for  debt,  but  on  those  who 
might  hereafter  be  so. 

Mr  Serj.  Best  acquiesced  in  this  sug- 
gestion. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  di- 
vision on  this  clause.  Strangers  were  not 
^re-admitted  ;  but  we  understood,  that  Mr. 
Serjeant  Best  withdrew  this  and  his  other 
clauses,  signifying  his  intention  of  intro- 
ducing them  in  a  distinct  Bill  iq  the 
course  of  the  session ;  and  the  Bill  was 
then  passed. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  December  8. 

Frame  Breakers'  Bill.]  The  Attorney- 
General  moved  the  third  reading  of  thia 
Bill. 

Sir  S.  Romilfy  stated,  that  an  Act  of  the 
28tb  of  the  King,  making  the  same  offence, 
or  nearly  the  same  offence,  felony,  was 
already  on  the  statute  book ;  and  asked 
whether  there  was  any  intention  to  repeal 
that  Act  on  passing  the  present  ? 

The  Attorney  General  said,  the  same  ob- 
jection might  have  been  urged  last  year  to 
the  temporary  measure,  which  was  then 
made  to  the  permanent  one.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  repeal  of  the  former  Act, 
which  he  believed,  however,  was  not  the 
same  a>i  the  present. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  said,  that  in  the  case  of  the  King  v. 
Cator,  where  the  offence  was  seducing  ar- 
tificers out  of  the  country,  it  had  been 
decided  that  a  subsequent  Act  against  any 
offence  virtually  repealed  a  former  one. 

Sir  S.  Romilly  thought  that  this  might 
be  true,  where  the  offence  was  altered 
from  a  misdemeanour  into  a  felony  ;  but 
not  where  a  more  severe  punishment  was 
demanded  against  the  same  description  of 
offence. 

The  last  speaker  replied,  that  the  case 
he  had  alluded  to  was  of  this  description. 
The  punishment  had  before  been  100/. 
fine,  which  was  increased  to  500/. — ^The 
Bill  tben  passed. 

Insolvent  Debtors'  Bilu]  On  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill* 
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Sir  S.  Romilfy  inoTed>  as  an  amendment^ 
to  leare  out  two  words  in  the  Bill.  As  it 
tt  present  stood,  the  debtor  was  required 
to  make  oath  as  follows: — "  At  the  time 
of  passing  this  Act  I  was  in  custody,  and 
bare  ever  since  my  commitment  been  a 
close  prisoner/'  He  proposed  to  leave 
oat  the  words  "  my  commitment/'  which 
would  deprive  the  prisoner  of  the  benefit 
of  the  Act,  if  at  any  time  since  his  being 
first  committed  to  prison,  be  bad  either 
escaped  from  prison,  or  bad  his  liberty 
allowed  him,  though  it  might  have  been 
len  years  ago. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr. 
Kenrick,  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow,  the  Bill  passed  with  the  amend- 
ment. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T%ursday^  December  9. 

Wild  Fowl.]  Mr.  Harvey  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  Pre- 
servation of  Wild  Fowl ;  such  as  wild 
ducks,  teal,  widgeons,  &c.  The  Acts  of 
Anne  and  George  2  on  this  subject  con- 
tained no  provision  against  the  destruction 
of  wild  fowl  which  were  the  property  of 
individuals,  by  firing  at  them :  and  he 
was  desirous  of  proposing  a  penalty  for 
this  ofience,  when  committed  within  a 
certain  distance  of  a  decoy,  by  persons 
not  entitled  to  do  so.  Leave  was  given, 
the  Bill  was  brought  in,  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
the  5d  of  March,  1814. 

East  India  Duty  Bill.]  After  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Robinson  on  one  of  the 
clauses, 

Mr.  Pawceit  made  several  observations 
on  the  Bill.  It  seemed  necessary  that 
those  who  were  to  apportion  the  ad 
▼aloram  doty  at  the  ootports,  should  un- 
derstand the  qaality  and  value  of  the  arti- 
cles imported  :  particularly  the  cotton 
goods*  Sugar  also  required  some  regula- 
tions ;  there  being  a  great  difference  in 
the  prices  of  East  and  West  India  vigar, 
the  freight  of  the  former  being  so  much 
tnore  expensive. 

The  ChanctUor  qf  ^^^  Eichetfuer  observ- 
ed, that  the  greater  part  of  this  subject  had 
already  been  discussed.  He  admitted, 
that  difficulties  generally  arose  in  the 
collection  of  ad  valorem  duties.  In  the 
present  instance,  the  collection  was  expe- 
^menial,  and  might  be  improved  by  the 
results  of  czpenence^    Notice  had  been 
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taken  of  the  small  aVlowaace  of  tea*  be* 

Jrond  which  a  ship  would  be  rendered 
iable  to  forfeiture :  but  it  was  pecessary 
to  guard  against  the  illicit  importation  of 
tea,  for  the  interests  both  of  the  couotry 
and  the  East  India  Company.  It  might 
happen,  that  a  ship  migbi  necetaarily 
have  more  tea  on  board  than  she  oag^t  to 
carry.  If  inconveniencies  occurred,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  parliament  would  relax 
the  measure  according  to  circnmstances. 
The  rule  was  the  same  as  had  generally 
applied  in  such  cases*  If  the  present  plan 
was  too  strict,  it  could  be  afterwardii  taken 
into  consideration;  he  then  moved  a 
clause,  compelling  all  persons  making 
shipments  to  deliver  an  exact  accoont  of 
thediOTerent  articles,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time«  and 
passed. 


CiacuiTous  Trade  Bill.]  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  moved  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  Grant  said,  he  could  not  help  ex* 
pressing  his  apprehensions,  that  the  pro- 
posed Bill  would  be  found  to  militate 
against  a  principle  which,  till  of  late» 
seemed  to  have  been  considered  as  fonda* 
mental  in  the  commercial  policy  of  this 
nation ;  namely,  that  the  metropoliiao 
country  should  be  the  centre  of  ail  the 
foreign  trade  of  its  distant  dependencies; 
India,  as  well  as  those  possessions  strictly 
called  colonies.  This  was  the  doctrine 
held  in  the  long  administration  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  particularly  applied  to  India  by 
the  late  lord  Melville.  Upon  the  firat 
intimation,  in  the  discussions  on  the  ro» 
newal  of  the  charter,  of  a  wide  deportnre 
from  this  policy,  Mr.  Grant  said  he  bad 
lifted  up  his  feeble  voice  against  it. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  innovate  upon  the 
principle  here  mentioned ;  and,  in  fact* 
to  break  it  down  by  opening  a  circnitona 
trade  between  the  United  Kmgdom,  Indii^, 
North  and  South  America,  and  the  inter* 
jacent  countries  out  and  home, 
Europe  and  our  American  coloniea 
cepted.  The  eflect  of  this  would  be,  to 
enlarge  the  direct  intercourse  between 
India  and  North  and  South  Americm,  bnl 
to  deprive  the  United  Kingdom  of  part  of 
the  Indian  trade  which  it  now  enjoye* 
The  Bill  indeed  provides,  that  ships  en* 
gaging  in  this  circuitous  trade  shall  elear 
out  from  the  mother  country ;  hot  barinK 
done  this,  they  may,  after  performing  the 
circuitous  voyage,  return  hither  in  balh 
or,  for  aught  that  appears  in  the  Bill« 
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return  at  a\l.  Tbey  may  go  oo  trading 
doring  their  existence  in  the  circailons 
route  between  At ia»  America,  and  Africa, 
without  ever  returning  to  this  kingdom 
again.  This  was  not  a  trade  which  pro- 
mised much  to  enlarge  the  exports  of 
British  manufactures.  The  American 
cootinent»  particularly  Brazil,  is  supplied 
by  other  means  with  our  manufactures  to 
the  extent  of  its  demands.  The  islands  at 
which  ships  may  touch  in  their  way  to 
India,  and  India  itself,  can  take  off  no 
large  quantity  of  those  manufactures  in 
adfiition  to  their  present  consumption. 
Ships  then  may  often  go  out  partly  in 
ballast,  and  either  take  specie  to  purchase 
their  Indian  cargoes,  or  procure  cargoes 
by  Indian  capital,  which  will  make  the 
trade  essentially  Indian.  This  may  be 
the  way  to  enrich  India  and  America,  but 
is  not  the  way  to  enrich  this  country. 
Even  the  carrying  part  of  this  trade  cannot 
be  secured  to  British  shipping;  much 
less  the  profits  of  the  trade  to  British 
merchants ;  and  in  proportion  as  this  be- 
comes a  direct  trade  between  India  and 
America,  Great  Britain  loses  the  duties 
that  would  have  attached  by  making  it 
the  medium ;  and  its  American  and  West 
Indian  colonies  will  be  well  supplied  with 
Indian  manufactures  by  the  subjects  of 
the  United  States  and  of  South  America. 
What  shall  hinder  foreigners,  a  native  of 
South  America,  for  instance,  from  settling 
in  London  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  on 
this  trade— for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
ships  from  hence  for  it,  and  withdrawing 
with  their  prop.erty  when  they  shall  have 
acquired  any  in  that  trade.  Is  it  sop- 
posable,  that  when  a  direct  trade  is  estv 
blished  between  India  and  South  America, 
for  instance,  Indian  shipping  can  be 
excluded  from  this  trade  ?  British  residents 
and  Lido  British  subjects  will,  under  fo- 
reign flags,  if  not  otherwise,  carry  on  this 
trade;  or  ships  navigating  under  the 
British  flag  might  make  those  islands  at 
which  they  are  allowed  to  touch,  placet 
of  dep6t  for  Indian  goods,  to  be  supplied 
to  foreign  Europe.  But  Mr.  Grant  said, 
he  was  glad  to  understand  that  a  provision 
against  this  last-mentioned  practice  was 
intended  to  be  introduced  into  the  Bill. 
However,  the  trade  would  still  be  one,  the 
benefit  of  which  would  centre  in  India, 
Dot  in  this  country,  and  accelerate  the 
progress  of  India  to  independence,  as  the 
Irade  of  our  former  American  colonies  to 
foreign  Europe  accelerated  their  inde- 
pendence. 
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Bui  tome  gentlemen  are  net  satisfied 
because  this  innovating  systjcm  is  not 
pushed  still  farther-^hey  require,  that 
foreign  Europe  should  be  open  to  the 
importations  of  British  subjects  from  India* 
Not  contented  with  having  broken  dowm 
a  system  which  had  existed  two  centorict, 
to  the  signal  advantage  of  this  country^ 
and  broken  it  down  upon  pretences  of 
opening  a  new  world  of  commerce,  whick 
pretences  have  now  proved  *'  the  baselesa 
fabric  of  a  vision,''  the  same  parties  desire> 
that  the  restrictions  upon  the  trade  from 
India  to  foreign  Europe  may  be  abolished. 
And  upon  what  plea  ?  because  it  is  said 
foreigners  may  carry  on  trade  from  India 
to  any  part  of  Europe,  and  this  is  denied 
to  British  subjects,  who  are  therefore 
placed  on  a  worse  footing  than  those 
foreigners.  The  position,  however,  it 
erroneous.  The  only  foreigners  who  oC 
late  years  traded  to  the  British  ports  in 
India  (excepting  the  Portuguese,  of  whom 
he  should  say  something  afterwards)  are 
the  North  Americans;  and  they  have 
been  restricted  to  a  direct  trade,  in  ex- 
clusion of  a  circuitous  one,  to  and  from 
India  and  the  United  Sutes ;  they  have 
also  been  subjected  to  double  duties.  The 
same  regulations  ought  to  be  observed 
with  regard  to  all  foreigners  admitted  ta 
British  ports  in  India.  If  any  of  the  fo* 
reign  European  settlements  on  the  conti- 
nent of  India  are  restored  upon  a  peace* 
it  should  be  with  an  express  understand- 
ing that  they  are  to  admit  no  transatlantic 
flag  but  their  own.  This  was  undoubtedly 
the  principle  of  the  privilege  originally 
conceded  to  them  by  the  native*  sove- 
reigns, on  the  east  of  India  especially. 
They  obtained  each  a  place  of  irade  for 
themselves,  not  a  firee  port  for  the  flags  of 
all  countries.  This  we,  who  have  suc- 
ceeded to  the  tovereignty  in  India,  should 
insist  on.  The  Portuguese  only  siill  retain 
ancient  Indian  possessions  of  their  own, 
and  privileges  of  trade,  which,  consistent 
with  good  faith,  we  cannot  now  annul 
without  tbeir  consent ;  but  east  of  Cape 
Comorin  tbey  have  only  one  small  settle- 
ment which  is  in  Bengal,  and  there  they 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  law  just  men- 
tioned.- Nothing  in  the  late  treaty  with 
them  opposes  this,  seeing  they  are,  as  to 
our  Indian  trade,  put  only  on  the  footing 
of  the  roost  favoured  nations ;  and  none 
should  be  exempt  from  this  law.  The 
Portuguese  have  indeed  made  Goa,  which 
was  originally  a  conquest,  a  free  port; 
bat  it  cannot  supply  th^  great  stitplet 
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either  of  the  east  or  west  of  India  for  (he 
Earopean  market,  without  theperformaiice 
of  a  double  voyage.  The  whole  of  the 
ari^ument  in  favour  of  the  present  mea> 
sure,  derived  from  the  trade  which  fo- 
reigners have  of  late  years  carried  on  with 
India,  appears  to  be  unsound  ;  becau<ie, 
first.  The  considerable  share  of  Indian 
trade  which  foreign  Europe,  and  Ame- 
rica, have  enjoyed  within  the  period  of 
the  Company's  last  charter,  has  been 
owing  to  the  unnatural  state  of  war  in 
which  the  world  has  been  long  held. 
Secondly.  Because  upon  a  return  of  peace 
they  will  not  only  be  deprived  of  their 
preceding  advantages,  but  we  may  admit 
them  into  the  commerce  with  British  In- 
dia only  on  the  principle  of  a  direct  trade 
between  their  countries  respectively,  and 
India,  for  the  supply  of  their  own  wants ; 
and,  thirdly,  If  solid  peace  were  to  return, 
the  advantages  possessed  by  Biitish  sub- 
jects in  the  Indian  trade  (no  foreigner 
being  allowed  to  bring  Indian  commodi- 
ties into  the  British  dominions)  would 
give  the  country  a  vast  preponderance  in 
this  trade ;  all  which  advantages  will  be 
thrown  away  by  the  cystem  now  about  to 
be  introduced.  Britain  might  be  in  a 
great  measure,  as  former?y,  the  emporium 
of  Indian  trade ;  the  superiority  and  va- 
riety of  the  Company's  cotton  fabrics, 
with  the  quantities  ol  them  importrd  in 
private  trade,  and  the  great  staple  of 
indigo,  would  continue  to  attract  hither, 
ap  formerly  in  time  of  peace,  a  concourse 
of  buyers  from  the  continent,  by  which 
other  speculations  in  the  commerce  of 
this  country  were  also  promoted  ;  but  by 
the  proposed  law,  we  shall  deprive  our- 
selves of  this  superiority  ;  the  resort  of 
buyers  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  for  the 
purchase  of  Indian  commodities  here, 
must  so  far  diminish,  as  materially  to  af- 
fect the  sales  of  the  East  India  Company  ; 
and  it'  Briii*>h  merchants  are  allowed  to 
carry  goods  to  foreign  Europe,  this  resort 
must  cease  entirely. 

The  abilities  of  the  noble  lord  may 
perhaps  be  employed  to  shew,  that  he 
has  taken  the  golden  mean,  the  happy 
medium  between  two  parties  ;  but  it  may 
be  feared,  we  shall  be  found,  in  the  rage 
of  innovation,  to  have  frustrated  our  own 
aim,  of  adding  to  the  commercial  resources 
and  greatness  of  the  country. 

Lord  Ctutlereai^h  flattered  himself  that 
he  had  so  narrowed  the  operation  of  thf 
Bill,  that  it  would  not  occasion  any  very 
strious  difference  of  opiniou.      He  bad 
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before  stated,  that  at  some  fotare  time  a 
more  extended  measure  might  be  expe- 
dient; but  he  had  abstained  from  proposing 
any  such   at  present,  conceiving  that  it 
would  hardly  be  candid  in  the  presenl 
state  of  the  session  to  push  any  thing  to 
which  very  material  objections  might  exist 
on  any  side.     If  it  were  thought  that  the 
islands  in  the  Atlantic  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  director,  namely,  the  Cape  de 
Verd  islands,  the  Canaries,  and  Madeira, 
were  likely  to  afford  a  foreign  dep6t  that 
would  break  in  on  the  circuitous  trade,  he 
saw  no  objection  to  take  them  out  of  the 
Bill ;  but  really  as  to  the  rest  of  the  mea- 
sure, he  did  not  see  how  it  coolil  be  ob- 
jected to,  unless  the  combat  of  last  session 
was  to  be  renewed,  and  unless  the  faith  of 
parliament  was  to   be  violated,  and   the 
hopes  of  those  to  whom  that  faith  ivas 
pledged  were   to   be  disappointed.     The 
hon.  director  had  argued  the  question  as  if 
our  possessions  in  India  were  a  colony. 
They  were  never  so  considered.     They 
had  never  been  considered  as  a  colony, 
from   which   foreigners   were  excluded; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  great  liberalfty  had 
been  exercised  in  that  respect.     Then  as 
to  the  general  policy,  and  the  injury  which 
this  country  might  sustain  from  the  fracti- 
fication  of  the  commerce  of  British  subjects 
abroad,  or  from  the  employment  of  the 
capital  of  foreigners  at  home,  he  confessed 
that  he  could  never  think  it  an  injury  to 
the  country  that  a  British  merchant  shoald 
extend  his  commercial  aO'airs  iii  foreign 
countries,  or  that  a  foreign  merchant,  by 
carrying  on  commerce  in  England,  should 
at  once  serve    himself  and    beneBt   the 
empire.      This  was  a  subject  which  ought 
to  be  viewed  with  a  liberal  feeling  ;  and  so 
far  was  he  from  being  alarmed  at  the  two 
cases  suggested  by  the  hon.  director,  that 
he  thought  sound  commercial  policy  de- 
manded the  encouragement  of  them.     He 
must  look  at  the  question,  not  as  the  hon. 
director  looked  at  it  (and  very  properly) 
in   a  corporate,  but  in  a  national   view^  / 
Parliament,  in  the  act  of  giving  to  the  East 
India   Company    the   exclusive   trade   to 
China,  ha:l  declared  to  them,  that  they 
must  share  the  remainder  of  their  com* 
mcrce  with  the  other  sulijfcts  of  the  land. 
Now,  unless  the  private  Briti!«h  merchant 
had  the  common  facilities  given  him-  for 
constructing  his  voyajr^,  and    coming  to 
an  advantageous  market  on  his  way  home* 
he  would  not  start  fairly  with  his  compe* 
titurs.     He  reprobated  all  attempts  at  ob- 
taiiiiog  undue  adyautages  in  commercial 
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maittfps.  Il  wai  Iht  geaeral  iniertat  •( 
commerce,  that  comoiefcial  mea  skottkl 
stand  00  equal  groiiAilt;  and  when  one 
party  attempted  to  injure  another,  the 
wound  was  usually  muiual.  L«t  ihe  Eng- 
lish merchant  prosecute  his  speculations  to 
America,  if  they  were  fafourahit  to  him  ; 
and  if  they  were  not  so,  he  would  abstain 
of  his  own  accord.  He  repeated,  that  he 
had  already  narrowed  the  Bill  (and  he 
would  still  further  narrow  it  by  striking 
out  (he  Atlantic  islands),  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  serious  discussion.  And  he  sug- 
gested the  expediency  of  postponing  the 
debate  on  the  larger  question  to  a  future 
period  ;  and  of  concurring  not  to  fight  by 
anticipation  that  battle  which  some  time 
or  other  would  probably  be  fought  on  the 
lubject. 

Mr.  Gram,  in  explanation,  said,  he  bad 
not  considered  India  at  if  it  were  under 
our  colonial  system,  having  expressly 
«poken  of  the  rights  «f  other  European 
nations  settled  in  that  country.  Nor  had 
he  treated  the  present  question  as  the 
India  Company  might  be  affected  by  it, 
but  upon  principles  of  national  policy. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  expressed  the  satisfac- 
tion  which  he  felt,  and  which  he  was  sure 
the  India  Company  would  feel,  at  the 
noble  lord's  having  consented  to  except 
the  islands  from  the  Bill ;  apprehending, 
as  they  did,  that  those  islands  would 
otherwise  form  a  depot,  whence  to  supply 
England  at  present,  and  foreign  Europe  at 
a  future  period.  Neither  were  they  very 
partial  to  the  concession  which  was  now 
to  be  made  to  British  merchants,  of  allow- 
ing tiiem  to  embarl(  in  the  coasting  or 
cairying  trade  ol  India.  They  knew  that 
the  ro4*rchants  were  to  be  allowed  to  go 
from  port  to  port  in  India,  for  the  purpose 
of  disposing  of  their  cargoes,  or  collecting 
freight ;  but  they  conceived  that  the  coast- 
ing trade  should  be  left  to  the  country 
ships.  Although  he  was  not  much  alarmed 
at  the  present  Bill,  he  confessed  that  he 
did  feel  alarm  at  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord,  as  to  measures  that  he  misht 
propose  at  a  future  time.  He  hoped  that 
evil  day,  however,  would  never  arrive ; 
and  while  he  thanked  the  noble  lord  for 
the  liberality  he  had  shewn  upon  tlie 
present  occasion,  he  trusted,  that  it  would 
be  an  encouragement  to  him  to  continue 
that  liberality. 

Mr.  Finlay  thought  it  evident,  that  the 
capital  of  tne  East  India  Company  was 
not  sufficient  to  embrace  the  whole  trade 
•f  India,  as  yveW  as  China :    and  that  it 
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therefore  stood  t^e  reason,  that  ihe  Brttisii 
faerchants  should  be  alU>«ed  to  embrace 
that  part  of  it  to  which  the  Company  was 
not  equal.  When  this  was  permitted  t^ 
theoa,  he  thought  they  should  have  the 
same  facilities  that  foreigners  had  for  car<« 
rying  on  the  trade.  He  denied  that  it  was 
on  account  of  her  neutral  'character  thai 
America  had  of  late  years  traded  so  exten- 
sively to  India.  While  roost  of  the  ports 
of  Europe  were  under  French  cuntroul^ 
they  were  shut  against  American  ships 
laden  with  India  produce,  as  much  as 
against  British  ships.  The  great  advan* 
tage  which  the  Americans  possessed  was^ 
in  their  bemg  at  liberty  to  embark  in  the 
trade  to  India  with  ships  of  whatever 
burthen  ihey  thought  proper,  and  which 
they  might  send  at  whatever  time  wasmost 
convenit-nt.  He  was  convinced  that  the  de* 
priving  British  merchants  of  those  facilities 
for  carrying  on  the  trade  which  foreigners 
enjoyed,  was  not  the  way  to  make  this 
country  the  emporium  of  the  India  tradii« 
There  was  no  occasion  for  binding  the 
British  merchants  to  return  immediately 
to  this  country ;  for  every  British  meh* 
chant  would  naturally  feel  desirous  to 
return  to  Britain,  unless  his  comiuerciei 
interests  should  detain  hiin  abroad. 

Mr.  Robinson  re -stated  several  of  the 
arguments  urged  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Grant),  though  he  admitted  that  the  expoJ* 
sion  of  the  islands  from  the  Bill  would 
remove  much  of  bis  objection  to  it.  He 
condemned,  however,  the  privilege  which 
private  vessels  were  to  enjoy  of  carrying 
on  the  coasting  trade  in  India.  He  had 
understood  that  those  vessels  were  to  be 
permitted  to  go  from  port  to  port  in  India 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  their  outward^ 
end  of  purchasing  their  homeward  cargo  ; 
but  he  had  not  been  aware,  thai  it  was 
intended  to  allow  them  to  interfere  witli 
the  Company's  shipping  interest  in  the 
coasting  trade. 

Mr.  Alderman  dtHuM  was  proud  to  see 
that  this  Bill  was  likely  to  extend  the 
intercourse  to  India  through  British  ship- 
ping. He  thought  the  noble  lord  had  most 
accurately  laid  down  the  true  principles 
which  should  guide  the  practical  merchant, 
as  well  as  the  state.«man.  If,  in  order  to 
gain  exclusive  advantages,  we  were  to  lay 
on  duties,  or  embarrass  the  trade  of  fo« 
reigners,  they  might  also  lay  on  counter* 
duties  ;  and  in  this  manner  the  general  in* 
terests  of  commerce  mightbe  injured,  with- 
out our  obtaining  those  advantages  whick 
the   fair  principle  of  competitioci  night 

(T) 
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ensure  to  us.  When  he  contemplated  the 
advantages  possessed  by  the  neutral  trader?, 
he  felt  alaimed ;  but  he  now  saw  that  the 
present  Bill  gave  the  same  to  British  mer- 
chants. He  thought  that^  in  consequence 
of  the  operation  of.  this  Bill,  England 
would  really  become  the  emporium  of  the 
East. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Fawcett 
and  Mr.  Idle,  the  Bill  went  through  the 
Committee  (in  which  the  clause  respecting 
the  islands  of  Cape  de  Verd,  the  Canaries^ 
and  Madeira,  was  expunged),  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 
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Friday,  December  10. 

The  royal  assent  was  notified  by  com- 
mission to  the  Exchequer  Bills  Bill,  the 
Scot's  Salt  Bill,  the  Mutiny  Bill,  the  Local 
Militia  Bill,  the  Militia  Amendment  Bill, 
the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Amendment  Bill, 
the  Madder  Bill,  the  Watch  and  Ward 
Bill,  andf  two  private  Bills. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor,  lord  Walsingham>  and  lord  Redes- 
dale. 

Frame* BREAKING  Bill.]  The  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the 
Frame-breaking  Bill. 

Lord  Holland  observed  upon  the  absur- 
dity of  the  wording  of  the  Bill,  which 
•tated  "  that  whereas  it  is  expedient  to 
amend  and  render  perpetual  the  said  Act 
(the  former  Act),  be  it  therefore  enacted, 
that  all  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  shall 
cease  and  determine.'' 

'Lord  RedesdaU  proposed  amendments 
to  obviate  this  incongruity,  by  inserting 
words  to  the  effect,  that  the  former  Act 
should  be  repealed,  and  other  provisions 
substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

These  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to. 

Lord  Jfo//aii</exprested  his  satisfaction  at 
the  repeal  of  the  former  Act,  and  that  minis- 
ters had  found  it  effectual  in  putting  down 
the  evil.  That  it  had  been  so  elfectual, 
however,  was  owing  to  the  activity,  the 
intelligence,  and  zeal  of  the  corporation 
of  the  town  of  Nottingham.  He  mentioned 
this,  because  it  would  be  recollected,  that 
some  time  since  a  Bill  passed  the  three 
branches  of  the  legislature,  for  depriving 
.that  corporation,  to  a  considerable  extent 
(unjustly^  u  be  contended)^  of  their  cor* 
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porate  rights  ;  and  if  that  subject  should 
again  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  he  trusted  the  observations  he 
had  now  made  would  be  borne  in  the  me* 
mory  of  their  lordships. 

The  Bill  passed  through  the  committee^ 
with  the  amendments. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  December  10. 

Copper  CuRKENcv.]  Mr.Pascoe  Gre^feU 
rose  to  move  for  certain  papers  respecting 
the  state  of  the  copper  currency.  He  had 
at  the  cloj^e  of  the  last  session  offered  some 
observations  on  this  subject  to  the  Hoose. 
The  information  he  had  since  received^  and 
the  observations  he  bad  made  in  passing 
through  several  parts  of  the  country,  con<- 
vinced  him  that  he  had  not  over-raled  the 
inconveniencies  and  mischiefs  arisioff  .from 
the  redundancy  of  the  copper  coin  m  cir- 
culation. They  were  not  owing,  hovvever, 
to  the  redundancy  of  the  legai  coiiiy  but 
of  the  counterfeit  halfpence  and  copper 
tokens,  not  authorized  by  the  law  or  the 
land.  He  had  made  some  calculatioiiS9  to 
shew  the  mischief  arising  from  the  circohi^ 
tion  of  the  counterfeit  halfpence.  It  ap- 
peared, that  a  pound  of  real  copper  was 
made  into  7G  of  these  halfpence,  which 
were  in  value  equal  to  S^.  2d,  Now  a 
pound  of  copper  was  worth  only  19dL  so 
that  the  profit  to  the  manufacturer  wai 
cent,  per  cent ;  and  for  every  20i«  which 
he  disposed  of,  he  put  20/.  clear  gain  into 
his  pocket.  The  copper  tokens  were  not 
so  debased,  nor  the  profit  so  great ;  hot 
there  was  temptation  enough  left  to  the 
maker  to  force  them  into  circulation  in 
every  way  he  could.  Among  other  means 
resorted  to,  he  was  informed  by  n  letter 
which  he  had  that  morning  received  from 
a  respectable  tradesman  in  London,  that  a 
Mr.  Newman,  an  oilman,  had  applied  to  a 
manufacturer  of  these  tokens  to  supply  him 
with  soap  and  candles,  and  that  the  latter 
had  consented  to  deal  with  him  on  con- 
dition that  the  tradesman  would  take  his 
copper  tokens  in  payment.  Mr,  Grenfell 
thought  that  these  impositions*  were  the 
more  intolerable  in  this  country,  whese 
there  were  copper  mines  producing  four 
times  as  much  copper  as  all  the  rest  of 
Europe,  and  twice  as  much  as  all  the  reet 
of  the  world.  The  most  effectual  remedy 
would  be  for  government  to  meet  the  ex* 
pence  of  calling  in  the  old  Tower  halfpence, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  put  down  the 
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counterfeit  halfpence  and  copper  tokens 
by  act  of  parliament.  He  concluded  witb 
mof  ing,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
copies  of  a  memorial  of  the  manufacturers 
and  traders,  brewers  and  licensed  victual- 
lers, addressed  to  the  committee  on  the 
copper  currency  ;  and  also  a  letter  from 
James  Clarke,  esq.  to  the  members  of  bis 
Majesty^s  council,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Whithnad  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheytter  said,  be 
had  been  asked  last  year  whether  any 
measures  were  in  the  contemplation  of 
ffovernment  to  remedy  the  abuses  arising 
from  the  debasement  of  the  copper  cur- 
rency ;  and  he  was  now  happy  to  confirm 
the  answer  which  he  had  then  giten. 
The  consideration  of  expence  would  no 
longer  deter  them  from  calling  in  the  old 
Tower  halfpence^  and  the  issue  of  a  new 
coinage  would  soon  make  the  counterfeit 
halfpence  and  tokens  disappear.  He 
wished  the  intention  of  government  to  be 
made  as  public  as  possible,  as  it  might 

g recent  persons  from  incurring  considera* 
le  lost  by  the  manufacture  of  copper 
tokens. 

Mr.  fVhiibrtad  expressed  his  high  satis- 
faction in  the  measure  which  was  thus  an- 
nounced to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  go- 
yernment* 

The  motion  for  the  papers  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asked  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Mad- 
der Act,  just  passed  ;  and  to  bring  in  ano- 
ther on  the  same  subject.  There  was, 
unfortunately,  a  material  omission  in  the 
Act ;  the  word  '  Madder/  which  was  the 
principal  word,  having  been  omitted 
throughout.     [A  laugh.] 

Leave  was  given;  and  the  Bill  was 
brought  up,  and  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday t  December  13. 

In  the  case  of  the  King  v.  Hawkins* 
Mr.  Abbot  and  Mr.  Buller  were  beard  for 
the  plaintiff  in  error  (Hawkins) ;  and  Mr. 
Serjeant  Pell  and  Mr.  Adam,  jun.  for  the 
defendant  in  error.  Further  hearing  on 
Wednesday. 

This  was  an  information  against  Haw- 
kins, in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto,  to 
•hew  cause  by  what  right  he  claimed  to 
exercise  the  office  of  an  alderman  of  the 
borough  of  Saltash.     Mr.  Hawkins  and  a 
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Mr.  Spicer  were  candidates.  When  two 
votes  had  beea  given  for  each,  Mr.  Haw« 
kins  vras  questioned  whether  he  had  qua<^ 
lified,  by  taking  the  sacrament  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England  ? 
and  answered  that  he  had  not.  The  elec- 
tion, however,  went  on;  and  16  voted  for 
Mr.  Spicer,  and  about  20  for  Mr.  Hawkins. 
The  object  of  the  proceedings  was,  to  have 
the  election  of  Mr.  Spicer  declared  valid  { 
the  voters  who  polled  for  Mr.  Hawkins 
(except  the  two  as  above  mentioned)  hav- 
ing voted  for  him  after  notice  of  his  dis- 
qualification. Their  votes,  therefore,  it 
was  to  be  contended,  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  nullity  ;  and  so  it  was  decided 
by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  from  whose 
judgment  this  writ  of  error  was  brought. 

Mistake  in  the  Madder  DuTrss  Act.] 
A  Bill  to  rectify  a  mistake  in  the  Madder 
Duties  Act,  which  received  the  royal  as* 
sent  on  Friday  (namely,  the  omission  of 
ther  word  '  Madder'  throughopt  the  Act), 
was  brought  up  from  the  Commons  by  Mr. 
Courtenay,  and  oiber  members. 

Lord  Walsinghamvaoytiliht  first  reading; 
and  then,  that  the  standing  orders  (which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration this  day)  should  be  suspended, 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  Bill  through 
its  other  stages  that  night.  He  stated, 
that  in  the  Madder  Duty  Act,  the  words 
'  on  madder'  were  left  out;  so  that  it 
appeared  as  if  the  Act  had  been  a  re- 
peal of  all  duties  on  importation.  The 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  declare^ 
that  only  the  duties  on  the  importation  of 
madder  were  repealed  ;  and  as  this  was 
merely  a  Bill  to  correct  a  mistake,  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  his  motioo. 

The  Lord CA/ince//or said,. the  merestate- 
ment  that  there  had  been  a  mistake,  would 
have  been  no  good  reason  with  him  for 
suspending  the  standing  order;  but  this 
was  a  mistake  of  vast  consequence,  and 
one  of  which  the  miachievouf  consequences 
would  be  increasing  during  every  moment 
of  delay  in  its  rectification.  It  was  on  that 
ground  that  he  agreed  to  the  motion ;  but 
be  hoped  care  would  in  future  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  Occurrence  of  such  mistakes, 
either  in  this  or  the  other  House. 

The  Bill  was  then  forwarded  through 
its  several  stages,  and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  December  13. 
Poor  Laws.]     Mr.  Homer  rose  to  sub* 
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mit  a  f«w  obserT«ti6ni  to  the  House,  updli 
a  subject  of  considerable  importance;  and 
his  ohjtfct  in  rising  was,  to  persuade  the 
House  to  adopt  certain  resolutions,  which 
might  prevent  the  introdoction  of  any 
clause  or  clauses  into  local  Bills  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  contrar}'  to  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  established  law  of  the  land. 
The  House  was  aware,  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  to  examine  into  all 
the  Poor  Bills  which  had  been  passed,  he 
believed,  since  1 800,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain what  clauses,  of  the  description  he 
had  alluded  to,  had  crept  into  such  Bills. 
A  Bill  also,  brought  in  by  an  hon.  and 
learned  friend  of  h'\%  was  now  befoi-e  the 
House,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  was  to 
repeal  clauses  of  that  nature.  Wiih  re- 
spect to  that  Bill,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
•ay  that  be  entirely  approved  of  all  the 
provisions  contained  in  it ;  bat  when  it 
should  come  regularly  before  the  House 
lor  discussion,  he  might  perhaps  hear  rea- 
sons which  would  induce  him  to  alter  some 
opinions  he  now  entertained.  That  Bill, 
however,  was  to  have  a  retrospective 
teffect ;  and,  whatever  tnight  be  thought 
Us  to  the  past,  it  must  be  allowed,  that,  to 
prevent  similar  defects  in  future,  was  of 
the  utmost  importance.  Tlie  objection- 
able clauses  in  question  easily  found  their 
way  into  local  poor  Bills,  because  they, 
being  of  the  natore  of  private  Bilh,  did 
Hot  receive  th^t  airention  from  the  House 
which  would  be  likely  to  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  them.  It  appeared  from  the 
roport  of  the  committee,  that  these  clauses 
Were  of  a  two-fold  description.  The  one 
sort  went  to  alter  the  law  of  the  land  in 
the  mode  of  assessments,  rating,  &c.  which 
ought  never  to  be  permitted,  unless  a 
strong  exception  could  be  made  out  in  the 
case  of  particular  districts,  where  the 
Adoption  of  the  ordinary  methods  would 
be  inadequate.  The  other  sort  of  clauses 
altered  the  law  of  settlement  in  certain 
parishes,  and  (to  the  shame  of  the  legisla- 
ture be  it  spoken]  gave  the  power  of  in- 
flicting corporal  punishmtnt  on  the  poor 
to  persons  quite  unfit  for  such  an  nuihority. 
It  was  his  decided  opinion,  that  upon  no 
pretenre  whatever  ou^ht  such  clauses  as 
these  last  to  receive  the  sanction  of  that 
House;  and  it  was  to  tlit:se  in  particular 
that  he  now  meant  his  intended  remedy 
to  apply  Some  regul  ition,  indeed,  ought 
to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  the  oth(  r>, 
relating  to  the  mode  ot  asscssmetr,  rating, 
Itc.  ;  but  a  remedy  for  th.>t  wouid.  per- 
haps, grow  more  naturally  out  of  the  dis- 
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cuwioti  on  the  Bill  of  hii  letraed  fnend. 
He  should,  therefore,  move,  that  it  be  a 
Sunding  Order  of  the  Iloase,  for  tbe  pr«^ 
sent  nasion,  that  no  Bill  should  be  intro* 
doced,  conuining  any  clause  or  claMca 
relating  to  the  settlement  of  the  poor»  or 
the  corporal  punishment  of  them,  comrary 
to  the  law  of  tho  land.  In  order  to  en- 
force that  order,  he  shoaM  alto  move,  ht 
the  same  way^  that  no  svch  claooe,  or 
clauses,  be  proposed  in  any  select  com- 
mittee; and,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  whole, 
a  third  standing  order,  that  the  ctiaiiaB— 
of  every  select  committee  on  sarh  Bills  do 
report  to  the  House  whether  thoae  oriefl 
have  or  have  not  been  strictly  campliai 
with. 

The  Speaker  suggested  to  the  hon.  BDOirer, 
that  a  standing  order  was  a  perpeceal 
order ;  and  that,  as  he  meant  tliese  lo  be 
only  experimental,  it  would  be  better  to 
move  chem  in  the  way  of  resohnkms;  it 
being  competent  to  him  or  any  other  bon. 
member,  at  the  end  of  the  session,  to  aaota, 
without  amendment,  if  thought  |sroper, 
that  they  be  considered  as  standing  orders 
of  the  Hou«ie. 

The  ChancellcT  cf  the  Ercheput  niae  to 
express  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  sail- 
timenis  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleoMMi, 
and  his  satisfaction  at  tlie  manner  m  wbicb 
he  had  introduced  his  resolutions.  Wbat« 
ever  might  be  his  opinion  of  the  Bifl  that 
was  to  act  retrospectively,  it  was  undoabt* 
ediy  proper  to  prevent  the  introdactioa  of 
clauses  which  would  cause  so  great  m  dis* 
parity  in  the  condition  of  the  poor  m  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  phite 
them  under  such  very  ditferent  treafmenc 

Mr.  Serjeant  Chuhw  also  concimM 
in  the  sentiments  of  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Horner),  and  begged 
leave  to  offer  him  his  thanks  for  the  care 
and  attention  he  had  bestowed  on  this  sub- 
ject. None  of  those  clauses  would  bavo 
been  passed,  if  the  attention  of  the  House 
had  been  properly  directed  to  the  subject. 
When  renting  a  house  of  10/.  yearly  valee 
gave  a  settlement  in  one  district,  and  was 
no  qualification  for  a  settlement  in  another* 
the  magistrates  were  placed  under  icir* 
cumstnnces  of  great  difficulty  in  the  eva« 
rut  ion  of  the  Poor  Laws.  As  to  the  clanaea 
wtiiih  subjected  the  poor  to  corporal  p«. 
nishment,  they  were  alien  to  the  feeliaga 
of  Bnglishmen,  and  to  the  general  law  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  Kcnrick  concurred  in  the  reiolatleiig 
which  were  proposed ;  and  postponed  lllb 
introduction  of  his  Bill  till  the  9rd  March. 
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Mr,  Hamif  ipproved  •f  the  f  reposed 
regulations ;  bot  trotted,  tbai  they  woaltl 
Rot  exclude  sach  clauses  from  being  moved 
in  a  commrttee  of  the  whole  House,  in 
caises  where  it  might  be  necessary  and 
beneficial  to  alter  the  common  ktw  of  the 
land,  as  applicable  to  particular  districts. 
With  regard  to  the  power  vested  in  the 
governors  of  poor-houses  to  inflict  corporal 
puiiithmenty  he  apprehended  there  could 
be  but  one  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  concurred  in  these  , 
resolutions ;  but  suggested  that  they  ought 
to  be  carried  still  further.  There  was 
another  description  of  clauses,  as  excep- 
tionable as  those  which  had  beeo  stated 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  and  to 
which  he  bad  himself  called  the  altentioQ 
of  the  House.  He  meant  those  c lasses 
which  empowered  the  trustees  to  employ 
the  poor  in  a  manner  not  authorised  by 
law;  soch  as  farming  them  o«i  at  their 
pleasure,  or  disposing  of  them  to  those 
who  wished  to  hire  them  by  the  day,  or 
such  other  term  as  was  agreed  on. 

Mr.  Homer  expressed  his  willingness  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  his  hon.  and 
learrned  friend,  and  proposed  to  alter  the 
first  resolution  by  inserting  the  words,*'  or 
emplovment,"  after  the  word  "  settle- 
ment.'^ 

The  ChanceUor  <^  the  Eisdifguer  wished 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  take  a  little  time 
for  consideration  before  be  incorporated 
the  proposed  amendment;  as  there  were 
many  cases  in  which  it  was  proper  to  allow 
of  the  employment  of  the  poor  ooder  the 
discretion  of  the  trustees. 

Sir  5.  Romiily  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
press  the  alteration  at  present;  after  which 
it  was  withdrawn,  and  the  several  Resoli- 
tions  then  passed  unanimously. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesdt^i  December  1 4. 

The  royal  assent  was  notified  by  com- 
mission to  the  Brandy  Bill,  the  Madder 
Amendment  Bill,  the  Royal  Marine  Mo- 
tiny  Bill,  the  Temporary  Inirolvent  Debtors' 
Bill,  the  Felons'  Transportation  Bill,  and  a 
Road  Bill. 

The  commiiaionert  were  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  earl  of  Liverpool  and  lotd  Wal- 
singham. 

East  India  Circuitous  Tiade.]  On 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  East 
India  Circuitous  Trade  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Buckmf^htmuhire  observed. 


i>fic«i4^isi3.  [sett 

that  ibis  measure  was, a  cooseqoence  of 
the  Act  of  last  session,  opening  the  direct 
trade  to  Lidia  to  the  merchants  of  thta 
coootry ;  it  being  distinctly  understood  at 
the  time  of  passiuff  that  Act,  that  the  cir« 
cuitoos  trade  to  India  would  also  be  opened 
to  the  British  merchants,  and  a  clause  re« 
ferring  to  this  object  having  al^o  been  io- 
taroduced  into  that  Act,  'ibis  measure, 
therefore,  was  the  result  of  a  disiioct  un« 
derstanding  to  that  eiSe^t  with  the  mer- 
chants on  the  one  hand,  and  the  East  India 
Company  on  the  other  ;  and  under  these 
circumstances,  be  fN-esumed,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  to-morrow. 


HOtSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T\ie$day,  December  14. 

ThB  PaiNCB  OF  OiUNGB  ;    AND  TB£  An« 

JOVRNiiaMT  OF  Pasliament  ]  6ir  Joma 
Muckimfih  rose  and  observed,  that,  in 
consequence  of  having  observed  in  the 
London  Gaaette  of  last  Saturday,  a  new 
designation  given  to  his  Majesty  s  ambas- 
sador at  the  Hague,  and  a  new  sovereignty 
announced  as  subsisting  in  the  territory 
which,  in  the  ancient  order  of  EuropOp 
had  been  subject  to  the  Republic  of  the 
United  Provinces  (%  government  which 
after  two  centuries,  generally  of  the  closest 
ansity  with  England,  had  at  length  been 
destroyed  upon  the  sole  and  avowed  ground 
of  alliance  with  bis  Majesty),  he  had 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  come  to  the  House 
yesterday,  as  soon  as  be  had  seen  official 
and  authentic  evidence  of  so  great  a  revo- 
lution, to  put  a  question  respecting  it  to  the 
noble  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiiirs.  Cir- 
comstaoces  known  to  that  noble  lord  had 
induced  him  to  postpone  the  question  tiil 
to-day.  He  was  aware  that  he  was  pre* 
eluded  by  the  usage  of  parliament  (torn 
introducing  it  by  any  preliminary  obser- 
vations; aiMi  if  he  had  not  been  so,  he 
should  have  imposed  the  same  reetraint 
volmitarily  upon  himself;  for  he  could  aa- 
sore  the  noble  lord,  that,  though  he  trusted 
he  should  always  boldly  perform  his  public 
duty  whenever  he  thought  that  he  clearly 
perceived  it,  yet  be  felt,  as  strongly  as  the 
noble  lord  could,  the  painful  delicacy  of 
the  subject;  and  he  should  assuredly  do 
ROlhing,  either  now  or  hereafter,  to  aggra* 
vale  the  difficulty  which  naturally  b^ 
longed  to  it.  He  then  stated  his  queslioa 
at  follows  : 
Was  it  known  to  his  Majesty's  govam- 
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tnent,  before  the  departare  of  his  serene 
highness  ihe  Prince  of  Orange  from  Eng- 
Ian  1,  that  his  serene  highness  intended  to 
assume  or  to  accept  titles  and  authorities 
unknown  to  the  legal  cdnstitii>ion  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  manifesting  a  de- 
termination not  to  re-establish  the  ancient 
and  lawful  government  of  that  republic  ? 
Were  these  measures  adopted  by  his 
serene  highness  with  the  approbation  of 
his  Majesty's  government,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  his  allies  > 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  he  was  not 
privy,  before  the  Prince  of  Orange's  de- 
parture, to  any  determination  on  the  part 
of  his  serene  highness  with  respect  to  the 
government  that  was  to  be  established ; 
nor  did  he  believe  that  his  serene  highness 
had  come  to  any  such  determination ;  as 
what  was  called  the  provisional  govern- 
.nicnt  already  exercised  (he  administration 
from  which  he  had  received  the  invitation. 
That  the  form  of  government  which  had 
been  adopted  was  the  result  of  the  spon- 
taneous and  unanimous  wish  of  the  people 
of  Holland  of  all  parties;  as  much  of  those 
who  were  formerly  the  enemies  of  the 
House  of  Orange,  and  who  were  now 
among  its  most  zealous  partizans,  as  of 
those  who  had  always  been  attached  to  it. 
That  what  appeared  in  the  Guzette  was  a 
notice  of  the  appointment  of  our  ambas- 
sador to  the  government  uf  Holland.  That 
in  making  this  appointment  the  King's 
government  had  an  anxious  desire  to  ab- 
stain from  any  interference  with  the  do- 
mestic concerns  of  that  country.  That 
the  credentials  to  lord  Clancarty  had  been 
purposely  delayed,  until  his  Majesty's 
government  knew  what  form  of  govern- 
ment was  established  in  IL>ltand  ;  and  it 
was  not  until  it  was  communicated  to  our 
ambassador,  under  what  title  the  Prince  of 
Orange  was  to  exercise  the  government, 
that  the  credentials  were  sent  to  him  in 
the  form  it  h^id  appeared. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  rose  to  state,  that 
in  consequence  of  what  had  passed,  and 
upon  other  grounds  of  constitutional  and 
parliamentary  policy,  he  should,  with  his 
present  views  of  public  duty,  feel  himself 
bound  to  resist  an  adjournment  for  a  much 
longer  period  than  the  usual  recess  of  par- 
liament ;  unless  the  mover  should  lay  as 
strong  ground  for  such  a  proceeding  be- 
fore the  House,  as  a  minister  would  think 
necessary,  if  upon  his  ministerial  respon- 
sibility be  had  brought  down  a  recommen- 
dation to  the  same  effect  from  the  crown. 

Lord  Casikreagh  said,  that  it  was  his  in- 
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tention  to  move,  that  the  House  should,  at 
its  rising,  adjourn  to  Friday  next.  It  was 
probable,  that  on  Monday  the  ulterior 
adjournment  would  take  place.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  might,  therefore, 
take  that  opportunity  of  expressing  hiasen- 
timents  in  opposition  to  the  adjournmenL 

Here  the  conversation  ended  ;  and  upon 
the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  the  House 
was  ordered  to  adjourn,  at  its  rising,  till 
Friday. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  Dccetnifer  17. 

The  royal  assent  was  notified,  by  com« 
mission,  to  the  East  India  Duties  Bill,  the 
East  India  Circuitous  Trade  Bill,  the  East 
India  Shipping  Bill,  the  Police  Bill,  the 
London  Militia  Enlistment  Bill,  &c.  &c. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, lord  viscount  Melville,  and  lord 
Walsingham. 


HOUSE  OF  COMATONS. 

Friday,  December  17. 

Adjournment  of  Parliament.]  The 
Chancellor  oj  ihe  Exchequer  moved,  that  the 
House,  on  its  rising,  should  adjourn  to 
Monday  next;  on  which  day,  he  begged 
leave  to  state,  it  was  the  intention  of  bis 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  to  move 
an  adjournment  till  the  1st  of  March* 

Copper  Currency.]  T\\^  CfianccUor  rf 
the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  thought  irregular  in  him,  lo  take 
this  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  remove 
a  misapprehension  which  had  taken  placet 
in  coobcquence  of  a  statement  ftf  what  had 
fallen  from  him  in  answer  to  a  questioD 
which  had  been  put  to  him  by  an  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Grenfell).  The  misap- 
prehension and  alarm  which  it  had  caused 
had  already  produced  very  serious  incoo« 
veniencies.  particularly  among  the  lower 
classes.  The  question  was,  with  respect 
to  the  copper  currency  ;  and  he  was  sorry 
to  find,  that  from  some  misapprehension 
of  what  he  had  said  in  reply,  there  had 
been  a  pretty  general  discredit  of  Ihe 
Tower  halfpence,  which  were  issued  by 
his  Majesty's  proclamation,  were  the  legal 
copper  currency  of  the  land,  and  unqoea« 
tionably  a  lawful  tender  in  those  paymeola 
which  could  be  made  in  copper  currency* 
He  was  suie,  that  no  person  who  had  al« 
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tended  to  what  he  said  in  that  House  coold 
have  so  far  misapprehended  his  statement, 
nor  was  he  aware  that  any  statement  of 
it  which  h^d  been  given  to  the  public  jus- 
tified this  misapprehension  and  alarm* 
He  should*  however,  now  expressly  state, 
that  the  old  Tower  halfpence  were  legally 
made  current  by  the  King's  proclamation ; 
that  they  were  legal  tenders ;  and  that 
they  would  be  received  by  government  at 
their  legal  current  price.  As  it  was  the 
inteniion  of  government  to  receive  ttiem 
at  the  full  value  of  the  currency,  although 
it  might  take  some  time  to  consider  the 
best  means  of  calling  them  in;  yet  he 
trusted  that  this  statement  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  remove  all  apprehension  or  alarm 
from  the  minds  of  those  who  were  how 
po8se.Hse<l  of  them. 

Mr.  Gret{feU  said,  that  the  statement  now 
made  was  precisely  what  he  understood 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  having 
said  upon  a  former  occasion.  The  only 
object  of  his  question  was,  to  remove  from 
circulation  the  base  and  adulterated  copper 
coin,  or  local  tokens,  which  were  before 
taken  in  payments ;  and  to  havethe  Tower 
halfpence  called  in  at  their  full  value;  either 
to  be  paid  in  Bank  notes,  or  to  be  replaced 
by  a  new  coinage.  He  could  not  avoid 
returning  his  thanks  to  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman,  for  the  very  fair  and  manly  way 
in  which  he  had  met  the  question;  and  he 
hoped  that  he  would  not  allow  himKelf  to 
be  diverted  from  his  resolution  by  any 
clamour  that  might  be  set  up  by  persons 
interested  in  contmuing  the  circulation  of 
a  base  and  adulterated  coin. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply ;  and  several  small 
sums  wert  ordered  for  miscellaneous  ser- 
vices. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

M<mdat/t  December  20. . 
Declaration  of  the  Allied  Pqwers.] 
Lord  HoUatul  observed,  that  a  paper  had 
appeared  in  all  the  public  prints,  purport- 
ing  to  be  a  Declaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  published  at  Frankfort ;  in  which 
it  was  said,  "  the  first  use  which  their  im- 
perial and  royal  majesties  have  made  of 
victory,  has  been,  to  o&'tr  peace  to  his 
majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French."  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  ask  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  in  the  first  place,  of  course,  whether 
this  paper  was  an  authentic  document;  if  so, 
whether  this  government  was  a  party  to 
it;    and  whether  an  overture  of  peace 


had  been  made  to  the  emperor  of  ^  th« 
French  and  rejected  ;  or  whether  any 
overture  had  been  made,  that  was  likely  ta 
lead  to  a  negociation  ? 

Ttie  harl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  slating,  that  the  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  a  Declaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers  was  an  authentic  document.  With 
respect  to  the  question,  whether  th  s  go- 
vernment was  a  party  to  it,  the  allies  were 
undoubtedly  in  full  possession  of  our  sen- 
tinieots;  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  the  DeclHration  itself  was  issued 
at  Frankfort  without  any  previous  concert 
with  his  Majesty's  government,  as  to  the 
publication  of  such  a  document.  With 
regard  to  the  questions,  as  to  whether  any 
overture  had  been  made  to  France  ?  he 
must,  consistently  with  his  public  duty, 
decline  giving  any  answer. 

The  Earl  of  Damky  observed^  that  his 
noble  friend's  questions  appeared  to  have 
been  in  some  degree  misunderstood  by  the 
noble  earl.  The  Declaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers  stated,  that 'an  overture  had  been 
made  to  the  emperor  of  the  French  ;  and 
the  object  was,  to  ascertain  whether  such 
an  overture  had  been  made  and  rejected. 

The  Earl  of  Ltoerpooi  repeated,  that  the 
Declaration  had  been  published  at  Frank- 
fort, without  a  previous  concert  with  this 
government  as  to  its  publication. 

Lord  Holland  observed  that  it  was  of 
considerable  importance  to  know»  whether 
an  overture  had  been  made  to  the  emperor 
of  the  French,  and  Tejected ;  and  upon 
this  point  he  thought  bis  questions  had 
been  in  some  degree  misunderstood. 

The  £ar[  of  Liverpool  said,  his  answers 
had  referred  distinctly  to  the  points,  that 
the  Declaration  was  an  authentic  docu- 
ment; that  the  allies  were  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty's 
government;  but  that  the  Declaration, 
so  far  as  it  went,  was  published  at  Frank- 
fort, without  any  previous  concert  with 
this  government  as  to  such  publication. 

Adjournment  op  Parliament.]  The 
Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  on  moving  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  till  the  1st  of 
March,  that,  as  it  was  for  a  longer  period 
than  usual,  he  thought  it:  right  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  he  brought  forward  the 
motion.  Parliament,  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, met  as  early  as  the  4th  of  No- 
vember ;  and  it  had  now  sat  a  greater 
number  of  days  than  it  would  have  done 
between  the  usual  period  of  its  meeting 
and  the  1st  of  March.     A  great  portion 
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of  ihe  important  part  of  the  public  busi- 
nevs  bad  been  gone  through  ;  and  neither 
in  re^^rd  to  that  nor  to  private  or  jodicial 
basinets  was  he  aware  that  any  inconve« 
nience  would  arise  from  an  adjournment 
to  the  Ist  of  March ;  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  did  not  wish  to  conceal,  that  with 
respect  to  most  important  business,  con- 
siderable advantage  would  be  derived  from 
such  an  adjournment.  As  to  private  and 
judicial  buiiiness,  more  days  had  been  de- 
Toted  to  it,  than  could  have  been  between 
the  customary  period  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament  and  the  1st  of  March,  and  no 
inconvenience  could  arise  from  the  pro- 
posed adjournment.  With  respect  to  finan- 
cial businew,  the  money  that  had  been 
placed  at  the  disnoAal  of  ministers  was  suf- 
ficient for  the  public  purposes  during  the 
interval  proposed  ;  and,  although  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  had  entered  into  no 
pledge  not  to  require  more  during  that 
period,  yet  at  all  events  it  would  not  be 
expedii*iit  to  call  for  more  till  the  month 
of  May.  Under  every  view  of  circum- 
•tances,  therefore,  no  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  an  adjournment  to  the  period 
proposed ;  and  he  should  therefore  conclude 
by  moving,  '<  that  the  House  do  adjourn 
till  Thursday  the  1st  of  March,  I8H/' 

The  Earl  of  Damlcy  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  as  a 
peer  of  parliament,  to  resist  the  unusually 
long  adjournment  now  proposed.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  the  dazzling  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  our  allies,  and  the  hope 
that  they  would  lead  to  a  safe  and  ho- 
nourable peace,  the  utmost  confidence  had 
been  reposed  in  ministers  by  parliament; 
no  opposition  whatever  had  been  given 
to  them ;  their  measures  had  been  carried 
as  it  were  by  acclamation  ;  and,  surely, 
gratitude  for  this  confidence  and  support 
ought  to  have  dictated  to  them  not  to  dis- 
miss parliament  in  the  way  they  now  pro- 
posed. They  had  carried  their  measures, 
and  obtained  the  money  they  wanted,  and 
now  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  parlia- 
ment, as  being  for  some  time  uf  no  further 
use  to  them  ;  but  surely  there  w^^re  other 
duties  required  of  parliament,  than  grant- 
ing money  to  ministers,  and  passing  turn- 
piEe  Bills.  There  were  several  points  to 
which  it  was  likely  the  attention  of  par- 
liament might  be  called  durinir  the  interval 
over  which  it  wa«  now  proposed  to  adjourn. 
The  glories  that  had  beamed  upon  us  in 
the  east  seemed  to  have  drawn  away  our 
attention  from  the  events  in  the  west, 
where,  mifortonatdyi  mn  borison  much 
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less  brilliattt  appeared.  He  had  an  s 
former  occasion  alluded  to  the  state  of  the 
war  in  that  quarter;  and  be  lameAted, 
that  what  he  then  anticipated  had  nearly 
occurred.  A  large  force  had  beenplaced 
under  the  command  of  sir  John  Warren, 
but  yet  comparatively  nothing  bad  been 
done ;  whilst  on  one  of  the  largeat  lakes  oar 
naval  force  had  been  destroyed,  and  on  the 
other  lake  sir  James  Yeo  had  been  unable 
to  obtain  any  superiority,  if  he  had  not 
already  been  compelled  to  retreat.  He 
was  afraid  also,  that  the  commiini cation 
between  Upper  and  liower  Canada  was  in- 
terrupted ;  and  he  much  feared,  that  in  a 
short  period  little  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions  in  that  quarter  would  be  left,  except 
the  fortress  of  Quebec.  He  did  not  pledge 
himself  to  bring  forward  any  motion  opoq 
the  subject  after  the  recess ;  bet  if  parlia- 
ment were  sitting,  it  was  probable  that 
its  attention  would  be  called  to  it  during 
the  interval.  Another  topic  also  wae  of 
some  importance ;  namely,  the  assumption 
of  a  new  title  of  sovereignty  by  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  as  to  how  far  it  tended  to 
diminish  or  otherwise  the  hopes  enter- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  late  glorious 
events  upon  the  continent.  Another  sab- 
ject  also  was  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
he  alluded  to  the  importation  of  fiMTvign 
com.  After  the  late  abundant  hincH, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  present  loir 
price  of  corn,  it  was  of  peculiar  importance 
that  the  British  farmer  siioold  have  lall 
possession  of  the  market.  It  might  bo  an 
unpopular  doctrine,  but  he  was  satiefied, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  high  price  of 
grain  that  this  country  had  been  enabled 
to  make  the  great  exertions  it  had,  and  that 
we  were  indebted  to  that  for  the  prospe- 
rity we  had  enjoyed.  It  was  the  iiigb 
price  of  grain  in  the  English  markets  that 
had  contributed  so  mut'h  to  the  paosperity 
of  Ireland,  hy  increasing  her  agricultural 
produce,  and  which  had  caused  the  in- 
vestment of  so  much  additional  capital  in 
agriculture.  He  was  the  last  man  who 
would  advocate  an  interference  with  the 
markets;  but  nothing  was  more  injurious 
to  agriculture  tlian  a  sudrlen  fluctuation 
in  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  unless 
nieHiis  were  taken  to  f^ive  the  British 
farmer  full  po9<«e<sionofthe  market,  the  pre- 
sent low  price  of  corn,  however  paradoxi- 
cal it  might  appear,  rji«;ht  lead  to  ronse* 
queue  es  highly  to  bo  deplored.  Another 
circumstance  deserving  of  serious  connida* 
ration  was,  the  effect  which  %o  h^ng  an  ad* 
jourmuent  would  have,  with  reference  ^lo 
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the  Irish  'members,  *to  whom  it  would  be 
most  inconvenient  to  attend  parliament 
after  the  recess.  From  all  these  conside- 
rations, he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  op- 
pose so  lon^  an  adjournment;  and  be 
should  therefore  move  as  an  Amendment, 
to  substitute  the  1st  of  February  for  the 
Ist  of  March. 

Lord  Holland  spoke  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows :-« 

Under  every  consideration^  I  am  dispos- 
ed to  prefer  the  amendment  proposed  by 
my  noble  friend,  to  the  motion  of  the 
noble  earl ;   because  that  amendment  ap- 
pears to  my  judgment  much  more  wise  in 
.a  genera]  view,  while  it  is  obviously  more 
efficient  for  the  objects  to  which  it  is  the 
province  of  parliament  to  attend*     From 
the  document  respecting  which  a  question 
has  been  put  to  the  noble   earl  in  the 
course  of  this  evening,  and  to  which  the 
noble  earl  declined  to  return   any  deci- 
sive answer^  it  appears  fair  to  infer,  that 
some  overture  for  negotiation  had  been 
made  by  the  allies  to  the  French  govern- 
ment.    I  do  not  mean  to  quarrel  with  the 
noble  earl  for  declining  to  state  whether 
any  such  overture  was  actually  made  to 
the  enemy  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  like- 
ly to  lead  to  negociation.     No  doubt,  he 
has  good  reasons  for  such  conduct.    But  I 
maintain,  that  if  such  an  overture  has  been 
made,  and  rejected  by  the  enemy,  it  is  the 
doty  and  best  policy  of  the  noble  earl, 
previous  to  any   adjournment,  to  bring 
down  to  this  House  a  communication  of  that 
fact,  with  a  statement  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  rejection  took  place  ;   in  order 
to  satisfy  the  mind,  and  secure  the  cordial 
approbation  of  the  country,  by  shewing  that 
the  continuation  of  tl^  war  was  rendered 
necessary  through  the  injustice  and  exor- 
bitant pretensions  of  France.     If,  on  the 
contrary,  the  overture  has  been  accepted 
by  the  enemy,  and  is  likely  to  lead  to  a 
negociation,  then  I  should  see  many  more 
reasons  against  the  adjournment,  and  par- 
ticularly from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
brought  forward,  and  the  period  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  extend  it.     For,  in  the 
event  of  negociation,  the  noble  lord  should 
wait  a  little,  to  see  whether  it  was  likely 
to  be  brought  to  a  successful  termination, 
or  the  contrary,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther it  might  not  be  necessary  to  have  re* 
coarse  to  the  advice  of  parliament.     But, 
on  the  present  occasion,  the  noble  lord 
should  at  least  have  introduced  his  propo- 
•hion    by  a  message  from    the   crown, 
(  VOL.  XXVIL  ) 


which  fWDuld  have  thrown  the  responsibi- 
lity of  the  measure  upon  himself  and  hie 
colleagues.     The    couise  of   proceeding 
taken  by  ministers  in  this  instance,  I  really 
cannot  help  thinking  very  ungracious  to* 
wards   parliament;    particularly   from   a 
consideration  of  the  manner  in  which  par- 
liament has  acted  towards  them.    They 
have  experienced    from    parliament  the' 
most  unlimited  confidence,  and  have  re- 
ceived the  utmost  support  they  required-^ 
they  have  had  all  the  money  and  subsidies 
they  desired;  and  the  principleof our okl 
constitutional  force  (the  militia)  has  been 
broken  down  to  supply  them  with  men  ; 
the  confidence,  indeed,  reposed  in  them, 
has  been  such,  that  no  examination  of  any 
part  of  their  conduct  has  been  even  at* 
tempted— no  proposition  whatever,  or  mo- 
tion, has  been  brought  forward,  that  could 
serve  in  any  degree  to  embarrass  their  pro« 
ceedings,  or  to  divert  the  attention  of  tha 
executive  government  from  devising  and 
directing  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  ad« 
vance  the  great  cause  of  the  confederacy. 
Is  it  then  becoming— is  it  commonly  gra- 
cious, on  the  part  of  ministers,  after  such 
proofs  of  confidence,  afte^  such  contribu- 
tions of  liberal  aid,  to  propose  such  an  ex* 
traordinary   adjournment   of  parliament,' 
without  even  taking  the  responsibility  of 
the  measure  upon  themselves  ?     When  I 
speak  of  the  confidence  thus  granted  to  mi- 
nisters, I  do  not  by  any  means  propose  to 
censure  that  grant ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
have  had  my  hearty,  although  compara- 
tively silent  approbation ;  and  that  appro- 
bation I  do  not  mean  to  retract.     Indeed, 
if  the  confidence  of  an  individual  be  of  any 
value,  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  m 
noble  friend  of  mine,  the  aggregate  of  in- 
dividual opinions  constitutes  value,  minis- 
ters have  the  full  value  of  my  confidence. 
They  have  obtained  my  confidence  from 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  contribut- 
ed to  improve  the  general  state  of  Europe* 
and  from  the  language  and  conduct  they 
have  maintained  in  this  country.     There 
are,  no  doubt,  many  who  can  more  elo- 
quently describe   the  important    change 
which  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  state 
of  Europe;    but  I  feel  confident  thai  no 
one  can  derive  more  cordial  satisfaction 
than  I  do  from  that  most  auspicious  event; 
for  I  have  been  bred  in  a  school  of  politics, 
that  deprecates  every  encroachment  upon 
national  independence  and  the  just  liberty 
of  mankind.     Therefore,  if  I  rejoiced,  and 
I  certainly  did  rejoice,  in  the  retreat  of  the 
duke  of  Brunswick,  and  the  result  of  tb« 
(U) 
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battle  of  Jemappe,  my  joy  most  be  still 
more  pnre  upon  the  results  of  Deniie\%iiz 
a:i(l  L^ip'ic,  upon  the  release  of  a  great 
pirtof  Europe  from  opprestion^  by  the  a^- 
8i«ianre  of  Hritish  arms.  A  nohlt^lord  had 
well  o'l'terved.  that  the  war  was  no  longer 
that  of  courts  and  governments ;  but  the 
war  of  a  whole  people  against  oppression, 
and  proportionably  energetic.  However, 
although  a  great  part  of  the  happy  results 
of  this  war  may  be  justly  attributed  tg  a 
powerful  popular  impulse,  and  to  that  in- 
fatuation on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  which, 
thank  God,  always  attends  the  long  abuse 
of  power,  yet  it  must  be  felt  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  merit  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
conduct  of  the  government  of  this  country. 
If  the  sentiments  of  an  individual  are  of 
conseqoence  enough  to  arrest  your  atten- 
tion, it  must  be  in  your  lordships' recollec- 
tion, that  I  always  approved  of  the  inter- 
position and  perseverance  of  ministers  in 
the  cause  of  Spain.  Whether  that  policy 
be  attributable  to  a  noble  marquis,  whom 
I  do  not  now  see  in  his  place  (Wellesley, 
as  we  understood),  or  to  others,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  determine  ;  but  the  merit  of 
such  policy  appears,  and  ever  has  appear- 
ed, to  my  judgment,  quite  indisputable. 
The  merit  of  it  must  now,  indeed,  be  uni- 
versally admitted  ;  for,  aided  by  the  un- 
common genius  of  lord  Wellington,  that 
policy  hat  produced  the  most  Important 
results.  It  has  driven  the  enemy  from  that 
country  which  he  had  so  long  and  so  un- 
remittingly oppressed.  But  this  wasnotthe 
only  advantage  which  the  pursuit  of  this 
policy  has  produced.  It  presented  a  most 
encouraging  and  impressive  example  to  Eu- 
rope, of  what  a  people  excited  by  oppres- 
sion were  capable  of  achieving.  It  serv- 
ed, indeed,  to  change  the  whole  character 
of  the  war,  by  rendering  it  that  which  the 
noble  lord  to  whom  I  have  before  referred 
so  fairly  described  it ;  namely,  a  war  of 
the  people.  But  a  still  farther  advantatre 
bus  arisen  out  of  this  policy.  Through 
some  extraordinary  circumstances,  a  most 
atrocious  calumny  had  become  current  in 
Europe,  that  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try «a«  always  ready  to  distribute  its  sub- 
•idies  with  a  view  to  embroil  the  nations 
of  the  continent,  while  it  kept  it^  own  peo- 
ple aloof  from  the  contest.  I  do  not  my- 
self believe,  that  any  British  government 
would  employ  money  to  induce  the  people 
of  other  nations  to*  squander  their  blood 
merely  to  spare  its  own  subjects;  but 
itill,  from  the  lavish,  improvident,  sense- 
hu  manner  io  whicb  lubiidiei  bare  been 
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occasionally  sent  from  tbir  coimtry*  one 
cannot  much  wonder  at  the  ezitlence  o£ 
such  a  calumny  as  that  which,  I  have  slat- 
ed.    No  such  impression  can  ever  again, 
prevail  in  Europe.   The  calumny  has  heea 
effectually  refuted  by  the  policy  we  have 
pursued  with  respect  to  Spain  ;    for  there 
we  have  not  only  given  our  money  ba| 
our  men — there  we  h  ive  given  our  monw, 
not  to  excite  the   people,  but  to  enable 
them  to  act ;  and  we  have  seconded  their 
exertion  by  a  powerful  army.— From  old 
habits^  I  am,  I  confess,  inclined  to  viei^ 
any  extension  of  the  principle  of  subsidies 
with  distrust  and  doubt;  and  that  distnuL 
has  been  too  much  justified  by  my  ohser^! 
vation.     It  has  not  heen  in  general  duly' 
considered,   how  foreign  cabinets  or  na- 
tions miisht  distinguisn  between  a  boon 
and  a  bribe.    If  a  subsidy  should  be  re-^ 
garded  as  the  latter,  it  must,  I  think,  fiuli 
in  its  effect ;    and,  instead  of  concurrence; 
or  co-operation,  must  produce  jealooay  and 
distrust;   while  if  received  as  a  boon,  it 
could  not  fail  to  give  rise  to  that  cordia^ 
understanding,  and   to  support   that  tU 
gorous  exertion,  which  dii»tmguishes  the 
present  confederacy.     The  language  o(l 
ministers,  in  repudiating  that  policy  which 
went  about  knocking  at  every  door  in 
Europe,  to  ask  who  would  accept  Ukotmfi 
to  fight  against  France,  and  which  policjf{ 
led  to  the  formation  of  such  a  confederacgj 
as  that  overthrown  at  Austerlitz,  is  pece- 
liarly  wise  and  praise-worthy.     Minislar% 
in  thus  declining  prematurely  to  excilo 
any  nation  to  act,  have  adopted  the  pplicji 
of  the  administration  of  1806,  which  wa^ 
so  often  reprobated;  namely,  by  baabaiNU 
iug  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  wait* 
ing  until  a  nation  was  disposed  and  readK 
for  action,  and  when  any  pecuniary  nsHS* 
tance  that  it  received  roust  be  regarded  ■ 
a  boon.     Hence  the  subsidies  distribQie4 
by  miniisters  have   been  judiciously  ap- 
plied, and  eminently  cuntributive  to  thn 
great  end   in  view.     Ministers  have,  iw^ 
deed,  adopted  the   policy  which  ia  boil 
calculated  for  the  attainment  of  thai  ends 
Their  language  has  been  moderate*  an4 
their  conduct  has  corresponded  with  tka| 
language.     But  this  is  the  langnage  and 
conduct  which  they  will  feel  it  most  far 
their  advantage   to   pursue.     They  have 
indeed  felt  the  advantage  of  such  polkiy. 
already;    for  it  is  to  the  moderation  of 
their  language  that  the  confederates  aim 
indebted  for  the  accession  of  Austria*  Bn4 
the  advantage  of  using  such  language  aa 
was  addressed  to  this  House  by  the  Ben 
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]greiit  on  the  first  day  of  the  nestion,  is  in- 
calculable. It  is  to  the  policy  which  that 
language  expresses  that  we  tnust  attribute 
the  dazzling  view,  which,  as  my  noble 
friend  observed,  the  continent  of  Europe 
DOW  exhibits  ;  and  what  an  extraordinary 
change!— the  emperor  who  little  mure 
than  tweke  months  ago  had  triumphant 

{possession  of  Moscow^  while  one  of  his 
ieutenants  was  blockading  Cadiz,  is  now 
driven  from  all  the  scenes  of  his  triumph, 
is  now  expelled  from  Spain  and  Holland. 
Such  is  the  effect,  not  so  much,  it  must  be 
admitted,  of  the  power  with  which  he  had 
to  contend,  as  of  the  ambition  and  extra* 
▼agance  of  the  French  Ruler  himself. 
What  an  impressive  lesson,  then,  does  his 
fate  offer  as  to  the  consequence  of  indulg- 
ing the  intoxication  which  viciory  too 
often  serves  to  excite.  But  the  conduct 
of  ministers  furnishes  a  striking  contrast 
to  that  of  the  enemy ;  and  let  us  hope 
they  will  follow  op  their  system  of  making 
t  moderate  and  proper  u^e  of  victory. 

When  I  approve  of  any  general  system 
of  Measures,  I  do  not  like  to  dwell  upon 
any  exceptionable  points  of  minor  import- 
mnce.  It  is  known,  that  I  have  always  felt 
H  great  partiality  and  predilection  for 
Spain ;  and  that  partiality  and  predilec- 
tion have  been  considerably  heightened, 
by  observing  of  late  the  anxious  desire  of 
the  Spanish  people  to  widen  rather  than 
to  narrow  the  basis  upon  which  their  go- 
vernment stands.  Such  is  the  true  policy 
of  every  country  ;  and  I  am  therefore 
sincerely  sorry  to  witness  a  different  dis- 
position in  Holland.  In  alluding  to  this 
point,  I  am  aware  of  the  assertion,  that 
ministers  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  Dutch  respecting  their  go* 
vernment.  The  Dutch,  upon  the  old 
maxim  of  "  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple,'' to  much  talked  of,  had,  no  doubt,  a 
right  to  arrange  their  own  government ; 
ind  ministers,  no  doubt  from  a  considera- 
tion of  that  right,  lefl  a  blank  in  the 
credentials  of  lord  Clancarty,  until  it  was 
ascertained  what  sort  of  government  the 
Dutch  might  create.  Ministers  might 
say,  **  It  was  no  business  of  ours  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Dutch  in  the  establishment 
of  their  own  government ;  for  the  right  of 
8ettlin;jf  that  establishment  rests  with  them 
alone."  I  do  not  dispute  the  principle ; 
but  I  hope  that  the  principle  upon  which 
ministers  thus  act  towards  their  friends, 
will  be  extended  to  their  enemies ;  and 
that  they  will  acknowledge  the  jun  right 
tf  any  people  to  frame  a  government  for 


themselves.  But  who  can  rationally  disv 
pute  the  sacred  truth,  that  a  government 
is  not  made  for  its  own  interest,  bat  for 
that  of  the  governed  ;  and  that  it  is  con* 
trary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  for 
any  power  to  interfere  with  the  arrange* 
ments  which  a  people  may  think  proper 
to  make  for  their  own  government.  The 
utmost,  therefore,  which  any  foreigner  can 
legitimately  do  as  to  such  arrangements, 
is  to  offer  advice  or  to  express  regret  | 
and  I  cannot  help  repeating  my  regret, 
that  the  Dutch,  in  the  late  change,  have 
manifested  a  disposition  rather  to  narrow; 
than  to  widen  the  basis  <lf  their  g6vern- 
ment.  In  adverting  to  this  change,  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  cast  the 
slightest  imputation  upon  the  character  ef 
the  prince  whose  rank  has  been  advanced 
by  it ;  for  I  fully  believe  that  he  feels  the 
most  lively  solicitude  for  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  the  people  of  Hollahd. 
Therefore,  in  alluding  to  this  extraordif 
nary  alteration,  God  forbid  that  I  should 
be  supposed  (although  his  conduct  diffbr^ 
from  that  of  his  predecessor,  William  the 
3rd)  to  intend  any  thing  disrespectfbl  i6 
the  patriotic  and  accomplished  prince, 
opon  whose  qualities  so  much  panegyric 
has  been  beard,  and  which  panegyric  I 
have  found  fully  jusiilied  on  those  occa* 
sions  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  te 
approach  his  person.  The  change  tna^ 
have  been  altogether  the  voluntary  move- 
ment of  the  persons  at  Amsterdam,  by 
whom  it  was  originally  announced  :  bul 
from  whatever  quarter  it  may  have  pro- 
ceeded, I  cannot  forbear  from  expressing 
my  disapprobation  of  it,  und  my  appre- 
hension also  that  it  may  lead  to  consider- 
able mischief.  Such  a  step  forms  indeed 
a  striking  contrast  to  the  conduct  of  Spain, 
which  has  followed  the  policy  that  should 
direct  every  people;  namely,  that  it  is 
wiser  to  enlarge  than  to  contract  the  basis 
of  their  government. 

In  declaring  my  approbation  of  mtnisr 
ters  in  consequence  of  their  rhoderate 
language  and  conduct,  that  approbation  is, 
of  course,  founded  upon  a  hope  and  confi- 
dence, that  the  very  different  language 
which  appears  in  certain  publications  has 
in  no  degree  their  sanction  or  counte- 
nance ;  for  these  publications  are  such  as 
I  think  it  impossible  for  any  man  of  pro- 
per feeling  to  read  without  din^ust. 
Sounding  a  violent  and  barbarous  wnrwhoop 
through  the  country,  abounding  in  coarse, 
vulgar,  virulent  epithets — in  such  lan- 
guage, indeed,  as  would  have  been  de* 
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lading  to  the  wont  parts  of  the  Jacobin 
clubs,  these  publications  completed  their 
abomiaable  character  by  ezntemeDts  to 
assassination.  Although  the  French,  ruler 
has  rendered  himself  so  odious  by  his 
conduct,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  he 
it  a  great  military  commander,  still  at  the 
bead  of  a  great  nation  ;  and  is  it  fitting 
that  the  press  of  this  country  should 
}>ecome  the  means  of  advising  the  assassi- 
pation  of  such  a  man  ?  nay,  of  exhorting 
to  the  deed  ;  and  what  else  can  be  meant 
)>y  the  repeated  declaration,  that  no  peace 
.can  be  concluded  while  this  individual 
lives?  The  French  ruler  is,  no  doubt, 
ambitious,  inordinately  ambitious;  but  if 
it  were  resolved,  that  no  peace  should  be 
inade  with  France  while  it  was  under  the 
government  of  an  ambitious  man,  when,  I 
would  ask,  could  peace  be  expected? 
The  meaning,  however,  of  all  the  publica- 
tions J  have  referred  to  may  be,  to  recom- 
mend the  restoration  of  the  ancient 
Sourhon  family  ;  but  the  attempt  at  such  a 
measure  would  be  totally  inconsistent  with 
ihe  professed  moderation  and  policy  of 
ininisters.  That  restoration  might  be  good; 
but  it  would  be  preposterous  to  look  for 
the  success  of  such  an  object  through  the 
intervention  of  foreign  arms;  and  it  would, 
I  repeat,  bf  opposite  to  the  policy  and 
principle  of  minister^  to  engage  in  any 
iuch  undertaking. 

A  noble  friend  of  mine,  who  is  not  now 
present  (lord  Grenville,  as  we  understood), 
and  who  is  always  eloquent  upon  any 
f  object  he  discusses,  very  justly  observed, 
that  one  of  the  great  advantages  resulting 
from  the  recent  changes  on  the  continent 
is,  the  opportunity  it  affords  for  the  resto* 
ration  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 
But  I  mugi  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  re- 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  that 
balance  can  never  consist  in,  or  depend 
ppon,  particular  divisions  of  territory,  so 
much  as  upon  the  existence  of  a  general 
feeling  among  the  European  states,  that  it 
js  the  interest  of  each  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  each  and  all.  Such  is 
the  feeling  nhich  gave  birth  and  cement 
to  the  present  confederacy  ;  and  therefore 
I  wish  that  such  a  confederacy  may  con- 
tinue to  eyist,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. 
I  esteem  the  principle  of  this  confederacy, 
because  it  appears  solicilous  to  preserve 
the  inteipst  of  all  without  gratifying  the 
peculiar  interest  of  any  one ;  and  upon 
Ibat  principle  I  would  rather  leave  France 
Ifrith  loch  possessions  ai  should  make  her 
feel  an  interest  in  the  common  object  of 
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the  confederacy,  than  transfer  (iron  her  to 
any  other  state,  any  poeteision  which 
might  be  likely  to  withdraw  that  state 
from  the  general  feeling  which  it  it  ibe 
interest  of  peace  and  Europe  to  improfe 
and  strengthen. 

The  noble  earl's  proposition  of  adjonni- 
ment  is,  I  repeat,  open  to  many  terioas 
objections ;  and  it  is  the  more  objection* 
able,  as  it  has  not  been  introduced  by  e 
message  from  the  throne,  which  would  haTe 
rendered  the  nuble  earl  and  his  colleagues 
responsible  for  the  measure*  The  cooTe* 
nience  of  the  members  of  either  House  of 
Parliament,  as  to  the  time  of  attendance 
on  parliamentary  duty,  seems  of  oo  mate* 
rial  account  in  the  mind  of  the  noble  earl; 
for  the  noble  earl  declared,  that  be  wonld 
never  admit  the  principle,  that  members 
were  not  bound  to  attend  whenever  the 
Kmg  issues  his  wriu.  This,  no  doubt* 
was  a  grand  and  pompous  declaration  of 
right;  but  it  is  equally  clear»  tliat  we 
should  be  bound  to  attend  the  King^s 
writs,  if  summoned  to  meet  in  Scotland* 
at  Johnny  Groat's  house.  Ifj  howeTer, 
parliament  were  summoned  to  meet  at 
Belfast,  or  at  any  extremity  of  the  emnire, 
would  not  some  complaints  be  beard  on 
the  ground  of  inconvenience,  especially 
from  English  members  ?  No  doubt  there 
would  ;  and  ministers  would  feel  it  expe- 
dient to  attend  to  such  complaint.  So 
that,  although  the  right  of  summons  was 
indisputable,  there  must  be  some  discre* 
tion  to  regelate  its  exercise ;  and  why 
should  not  that  discretion  take  into 
account  the  circumstances  of  the  Irish 
members,  who  really  would  be  so  sitnated^ 
in  consequence  of  an  adjournment  of  this 
nature,  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  alternatite* 
either  of  sacrificing  their  own  private  ba- 
siness,  or  deserting  their  parliamentary 
duty ;  and  the  effect  might  be  actually  to 
deprive  Ireland  of  her  share  in  the  repre* 
sentation.  The  nature  of  the  bosincss 
which  is  likely  to  detain  the  Irish  mein^ 
bers  in  Ireland  at  a  particular  part  of  tlio 
year  has  been  already  stated  by  my  noble 
friend,  and  this  statement  strengthens  ny 
objection  to  the  noble  earl's  motion.  Bet 
there  are  other  important  considerations 
which  render  this  motion  objectionable^ 
From  (he  noble  earl's  statement  as  to  the 
grounds  of  his  motion,  it  would  really 
seem  as  if  the  whole  province  and  occu* 
pation  of  parliament  consisted  in  the  grant 
of  men  and  money,  in  the  raising  of 
armies  and  the  imposition  of  taxes,  Bb| 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  tb^  first  ^oty 
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of  parliament  is,  to  enquire  into  and  to 
Tedr«;88  grievances ;  and  will  it  be    pre- 
tended, ibat  no  case  does  exist,  in  Ireland 
or  elsewherei  or  that  no  case  may  arise 
before  the  expiration  of  sacb  a  prolonged 
recess^  that  is  likely  to  call  for  the  exercise 
of  that  sacred  duty  ?  -  If  not,  then  why 
should  parliament  be  thus  adjourned  ?    Is 
it  not,    I  ask  again,  a   very  ungracious 
return  for  the  conduct  of  parliament  to* 
wards  ministers  ?   Is  it  not  tantamount  to 
^  saying,    '*  You    (the    parliament)    have 
granted  us  (ihe  ministers)  every  thing  we 
required  from  you.     You  have  reposed  in 
us  unlimited    confidence,   and  you  have 
never  embarrassed    us  with   any  motion 
or  any  debate.    You  have  voted  us  abun- 
dance of  men  and  money— you  have  vio- 
lated the  old  militia  establishment  to  supply 
US  with  ibe  one,  and  you  hare  augmented 
the  public  burthens  to  furnish  as  with  the 
other— yoQ  have,  in  fact,  done  every  thing 
we  wished,  but  uniput  abire  iibi  ett — you 
have  done  your  job,  and  may  go  about 
your  business  V   This,  which  I  conceive 
to  be  the  meaning  of  ministers,  involves 
something   rather    ungrateful    and    even 
disrespectful  to  the  parliament  by  which 
they  have  been  so  served.     But  what  is 
likely  to  be   the    conclusion  of   foreign 
powers  as  to  this  txiraordinary  adjourn- 
ment?    May   they  not  conclude,  either 
that    parliament,    which    has    heretofore 
sanctioned  all    the  minister's   policy,   is 
changing,  or  likely  to  change  its  opinion ; 
or  that  the  minister  is  about  to  change  his 
policy,  and  apprehensive  of  meeting  the 
disapprobation  of  parliament  ?  Certainly, 
such   a  measure,    which    cannot  escape 
observation,  is  too  likely  to  lead  to  disad- 
▼antageoos  inferences   on  the  continent. 
Your  lordships  must  recollect  the  various 
observations  which  were  made  in  our  own 
and  the  foreign  journals,  upon  the  order 
for   postponing   the    assemblage    of   the 
legislative  body  of  France,  which  I  shall 
not  of  course  compare  with  this  assembly. 
But,  from  those  observations,  your  lord- 
ships may  conclude  as  to  the  probability 
of  considerable  animadversion  upon  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  noble  earl. 

Another  reason  against  the  noble  earl's 
proposition  is  suggested  by  the  state  of  the 
Act  with  regard  to  the  volunteering  of  the 
miJitia ;  for  I  understand,  that  if  the  num- 
)>er  of  men  originally  required  by  ininisters 
from  the  militia  be  actually  necessary, 
the  Act  to  which  I  allude  must  be  altered. 
Why  then  adjourn?  Are  ministers  afraid 
pf  lining  harassed  by  any  motions?    I 


hope  and  trust  that  tbay  will  not  provoke 
any  motibns  by  forfeiting  the  confidenee 
they  have  obtained.  If  they  mean  to  be 
consistent  in  their  policy,  and  rely  opoa 
the  consistency  of  parliament,  why,  I  re- 
peat, should  they  propose  this  extraordi- 
nary Adjournment? 

The   inconveniencies    likely  to  rerali 
from  the  noble  earPs  proposed  adjourn*, 
ment  are  so  multifarious  with  respect  to 
private  Bills,  that  they  can  hardly  be  de* 
tailed.  The  noble  earl,  although  he  seldom 
argues  to  convince  me,  does,  I  confess, 
generally  endearour  to  argue  fairly  ;    but 
really  what  he  has  stated  upon  this  subject 
has  very  much  the  complexion  of  special 
pleading;  for,  although  the  noble  earl  has 
dwelt  upon  the  number  of  days  whicli 
parliament  will  have  sat  notwithstanding 
the  adoption  of  his  motion,  be  most  know, 
that,  practically,  private  business  is  (or  the 
most  part  done  in  February,  and  that 
month  is  wholly  excluded  by  his  motion* 
Another  evil  to  be  calculated  upon  from 
acquiescing  in  the  noble  earl's  motion,  is» 
that  parliament  must  either  continue  sitting 
to  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  year« 
when  the  attendance  is  usually  very  thin; 
or  prorogue,  leaving  a  deal  of  businese 
undone.    Thus  an  evil  already  much  com* 
plained  of  will  be  aggravated.    Indeed^ 
since  I  have  been  in  parliament,  I  remem* 
ber  only  two  seuions  in  which  the  sitting 
to  a  late  period  in  the  summer  was  not  a 
pretty  general    complaint.     Why   then 
shouUl  a  long    recess-  be  unnecessarilv. 
created  at  the  usual  period  of  sitting,  which 
recess  must  expose  parliament  to  the  in- 
convenience of   sitting  at  an  advanced 
period  of  the  summer?    But  the  noble 
earl  himself  has  offered  the  suongest  ar« 
gument  against  his  motion,  by  shewing 
that  it  was  unnecessary;    and  why  go 
beyond  the  neceuity?     Fbr  the  noble  earl 
has  asked,  could  not  parliament  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  if  it  thought  proper  ?— 
Thus  the  noble  earl  put  the  oaestion,  but 
he  made  no  answer,  leavins  tbat,  perkeps 
from  liberality*  to  be  stated  by  hu  oppo- 
nents.   But  I  would  ask  the  noble  ear) 
and  your  lordships,  as  parliament  may 
adjourn  for  a  fortnight  or  a  month,  and 
repeat  the  adjournment  if  it  thought  proper, 
without  any  obstacle ;  why  not  then  ad- 
journ rather  for  a  short  period,  in  order 
that,  should  any  important  circumstances 
occur  to  require  parliamentary  considera- 
tion, parliament  should  be  in  a  situation 
more  promptly  to  discuss  them  ?   I  ant 
aware,  that  I  may  be  told  of  the  cxislencf 
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df  an  Act  which  enables  the  throne  to 
provide  against*  the  inconvenience  of  a 
long  adjourn hienu  But  this  statute  was 
Miacted  in  extraordinary  timos,  and  has 
Aeverytftbeen  acted  dpon.  Besides,  I  do 
Abt'see  why,  without  any  necessity  what- 
eyer,  we  should  put  ourselves  in  such  a 
fituaiioh'as  to  be  unprepared  to  meet  any 
Extraordinary  emergency.  Such  a  ibng 
idjoornment  as  that  proposed  by  the  noble 
^ri  is  calculated  to  put  us  in  that  situation, 
and  therefore  I  oppose  it. 
'  Now,  with  respect  to  peace,  although 
the  nn»ntion  of  that  word  has  been  at  timei 
deemed  as  great  a  profanation  in  this  coun- 
try, as  in  other  countries  of  Europe  it  has 
been  considered  indecent  to  mention  the 
#ord  republic;  yet  lam,  and  have  always 
been,  a  decided  advocate  for  that  great 
blessing.  But  in  my  anxiety  for  peace, 
God  forbid  that  1  should  wish  for  any 
tbat  was  not  completely  honourable;  and 
any  peace  which  did  not  embrace  the 
ihtferests  of  %\\  the  powers  in  alliance  with 
ifir  I  should  deem  dishonourable.  Yes  !  so 
dtiihonoorable,  that  rather  than  assent  tu  the 
conclusion  of  such  a  peace,  I  would  even 
h>t>k  in  the  face  of  national  bankruptcy. 
But  while  I  am  desirous  to  have  the  inte- 
rests of  all  the  states  at  present  in  confede> 
racy  with  us  carefully  consulted  and  fully 
Cecured,  in  any  pbace  that  may  be  con- 
cluded, I  would  by  no  me&ns  consent  to 
the  prolongation  of  the  war,  with  any 
tiew  to  brine  other  states  into  the  circle 
of  that  confederacy. 

One  word  more^  and  I  have  done.  I 
hope  and  trust,  that  should  your  lordships 
i^gree  to  the  proposition  of  the  minister, 
be  will,  upon  our  re-assemblage,  either 
have  to  call  for  our  congratulations  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  upon  the  conclusion  of  a 
solid  pekce ;  or,  if  his  efforts  to  attain  it 
fail,  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  lay  before 
this  House  some  satisfactory  documents  to 
Shew  that  the  failure  was  attributable  to 
the  exorbitaiit  pretensions  of  France. 

Afler  a  'rew  words  from  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  and  lord  Liverpool,  the  noble  earl's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  stood 
adjourned  to  the  Ist  of  March. 
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DCCLAaATION  OP  THE   ALLIED  PoWEItS.] 

Mr.  Homer  begged  leave  to  ask  a  question 
br  two  of  the  nor)Ie  lord,  his  Majesty's  Sf. 
cretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afi'airs.  A 
document  had  been  received  in  ibis  coui\- 
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try,  of  the  authenticity  of  which  no  doubt 
seemed  to  be  entertained  by  the  public, 
purporting  to  be  a  Declaration  on  the  part 
of  the  sovereigns  of  the  allied  powers. 
The  information  which  he  wished  co  ob- 
tain, with  resfiect  to  this  documc-nt,  was 
such  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  not  be  in- 
consistent with  the  noble  lord's  sense  of 
what  was  due  to  the  public  service  to  give. 
He  was  the  rather  disposed  to  pot  to  the 
noble  lord  the  questions  which  be  was  , 
about  to  state,  because  the  information 
which  they  were  calculated  to  elicit  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  very  material,  vnth 
reference  to  the  expected  discussion  df 
that  evening.  The  document  to  which  he 
had  alluded  expressly  stated,  that  offers  of 
peace  had  been  made  to  the  enemy  by  the 
sovereigns  at  the  head  of  the  allied  army 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rtiine ;  and  the  tenoar 
of  itrseemed  to  imply  that  those  offers  had 
been  rejected,  although  that  was  not  ex- 
pressly asserted,  and  although  the  passage 
from  which  it  was  to  be  inferred  was 
Certainly  susceptible  of  an  opposite  inter- 
pretation. The  questions,  therefore,  that 
he  begged  to  ask  the  noble  lord  were 
these,  viz. — Was  the  document  autheiftic  i 
If  so,  had  his  Majesty,  as  one  of  iht  con- 
federated powers  concurred  in  the  oflbr 
that  had  been  made  to  France  ?  Had  tiie 
offer,  whi'cb  the  Declaration  stated  to  haft 
been  made  to  France,  been  rejected  ? 

Lord  Castlercagh  said,  that  he  fell  h6 
difficulty  in  replying  to  two  of  the  qaes* 
tiontt  put  to  him  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman.  The  document  which  he  hai^ 
mentioned  was  atithentic.  He  had  also 
the  satisfaction  t6  state,  that  a  perfect 
concert  existed  amolig  all  the  allies  with 
respect  to  the  measures  that  had  been 
adopted  i  every  proceeding  having  becfli 
marked  by  the  utmost  spirit  of  cordiality. 
What  those  measures  were,  boweVer,  o^ 
what  had  -  been  the  result  of  them,  ht 
trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
would  not  press  him  to  declare. 

Mr.  Homer  observed,  that  the  fihit  paft 
of  the  noble  lord^s  reply  afft)rded  sdAScichl 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  bis  (Mr.  {{.'a) 
enquiry.  '  / 

Adjournment  op  Parliament.]  Lord 
Ca8ilerenf(h  tlien  procended  to  mote,  that^ 
at  its  rising,  the  House  should  adjoiird  1^ 
Tuesday  the  Ist  of  March.  It  was  th« 
state  of  parliamentary  business  thai  in* 
fluced  him  to  propose  this  long  adjourn* 
roent.  The  House  had  sat  uninter- 
ruptedly from  iu  meeting;    and  ih'  thd 
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course  of  that  lime  bad  gone  through 
public  business  to  an  extent,  and  in 
a  manner,  unprecedented  in  any  former 
session.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  jea- 
lousy of  parliament  had  been  during  that 
period,  or  wa<i  at  this  time^  excited 
towards  the  conduct  of  government ;  or 
that  the  House  felt  that  any  peculiar  ne- 
cessity existed  at  the  present  moment  for 
continuing,  without  intermission,  the  exer- 
cise of  their  vigilance  and  authority.  On 
the  contrary,  with  a  view  to  the  conve- 
nience of  government  at  this  important 
crisis,  many  questions  had  been  conceded 
without  discussion,  which  at  other  times 
would  probably  have  called  forth  th^  ex- 
pression of  great  differences  of  opinion. 
In  looking,  therefore,  at  the  state  of  public 
apd  at  the  staia  of  private  business,  he  did 
not  see  any  thing  which  could  make  it  be 
considered  an  act  of  indiscretion  on  the 
part  of  parliament  to  adjourn  to  the  period 
which  he  proposed.  He  was  certainly 
prepared  to  admits  that  if  by  this  long  ad- 
jourpmfeat  the  executive  government  might 
be  placed  in  any  situation  of  embarrass- 
ment or  difiiculty— if  it  would  be  pre- 
vented from  availing  itself  of  the  delibera- 
tive wisdom  of  parliament  in  any  great 
and  important  events  which  might  require 
the  aid  of  such  wisdom,  and  which  might 
take  place  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  adjournment,  a  fair  ground  of  ob- 
jection would  be  established  to  such  a  pro- 
posal. But  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
were  aware  that  an  Act  had  been  passed 
to  obviate  the  occurrence  of  any  such  in- 
conveniencies.  If  by  either  prorogation 
or  adjournment  the  sittings  of  parliament 
were  suspended,  the  Act  gave  the  crown 
power  to  re-assemble  parliament  in  14 
days.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  prac- 
tical inconvenience  could  be  sustained  by 
the  adjournment  until  the  1st  of  March ; 
aad  therefore,  reserving  to  himself  the 
ri^ht  of  replying  to  any  objections  which 
might  be  urged  against  the  proposition 
(alihough  he  acknowledged  that  he  could 
not  anticipate  the  nature  of  them),  he 
would  move,  "  That  at  its  rising  the 
House  should  adjourn  to  Tuesday  the  1st 
of  March  1 S 1 4/' 

Sir  James  Mackiniosh  tlien  rose  and 
spoke  to  the  following  effect  :  — 

Sir ; — I  confess  that  when  I  came  down 
Ic  the  House  I  was  so  far  from  expecting 
that  the  noble  lord  would  take  the  course 
which  be  has  udopted,  that  I  entertained 
peat  hopes  he  would  open  the  grounds 
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on  which  he  intended  to  move  the  long^ 
'.adjournment  which  he  has  proposed*,  ao 
fully,  as  to  rj^move  some  of  the  oiflBculti^ 
under  which  I  labour;  and  to  relieve  qie 
from  the  necessity  of  defending  myself* 
from  the  appearance  of  wishing  for  a  mo- 
ment to  disturb  the  unanimity  which  haa.: 
so  happily  prevailed  during  ^he  session,^ 
and  which  has  had  my  roost  hearty,  thougb-. 
silent  support.     It  cannot.  Sir,  be  very 
agreeable  to  me  thus  to  address  this  Hous^. 
for  the  first  time,  under  the  pressure  of| 
severe  indisposition,  and  exposed  to  the! 
impression  which  the  noble  lord  ha9  made- 
by  his  declaration,  that  he  did  not  beiieve. 
any  good  grounds  could  exist  for  an  oppo-- 
sition  to  his  motion.     Greatly,  therefore,, 
as  at  all  times  1  should  require  the  induU 
gence  of  the  House^  there  can  never  be  a. 
period  at  which  I  shall  stand  in  greater 
need  of  that  indulgence  than  on  the  pre^, 
sent  occasion.     I  wish,  however,  in  tlu^- 
first  instance,  shortly  to.  set  myself  right, 
with  the  House  as  to  the  scope  and  extent, 
of  my  object.    The  only  point  of  contest, 
between  the  noble  lord  and  myself  is  onf 
of  mere  parliamentary  proceeding.     Oa^ 
all  those  great  questions,  so  interesting  tp, 
the  House,  to  the  country »  and  to  Europe*, 
and  on  which  a  feeling  so  unanimous  ha^. 
existed  among  us,  it  is  far  from  my  wish* 
to  dwell.    A  few  incidental  remarks  may. 
escape  me  with  respect  to  them ;  but  tb^y » 
are  not  the  topics  to  which,  in  the  presani, 
instance,  I  wish  particularly  to  call  the  at*, 
tention  of  the  House ;    and  I  shall  merely . 
advert  to  them  as  they  be^r  upon  that 
which  is  the  immediate  question  before  ui.. 
That  question.  Sir,  is  the  duration  of  ouff« 
intended  adjournment.      The  noble  lori^ 
has  proposed  an  adjournment  longer  thao. 
that  which  it  is  the  practice  of  parliament, 
to  adopt  at  this  period   of   the  session,, 
Having    thus    recommended  a  deviation 
from  tiie  ancient  usages  of  tlie  House,  I^ 
certainly  did  conceive  that  it  waa  iacuoi- 
bent  on  the  noble  lord  to  prove  to  ut  the 
propriety  of  that  deviation.     I  did  expect 
that  the  noble  lord  would  state  .explicitly 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  propot<^^ 
a  departure  from  the  practice  to  which- 
parliamer\t  has  hitherto  conformed  in  this 
respect.    The  noble  lord  has,  however, 
contented  himself  with  a  general  declara^ 
tion,  that  the  course  of  the  publjc  businefa 
had  been  such  as  to  justify  the- proceeding. 
Now,    Sir,    admitting    that .  thfi.  present- 
favourable  aspect ^of  public  busjipess  is  a 
good  reason  for  adjourning,  I  deny  that  it 
has  any  influence  on  the  qu^a^ion  of  t)»% 
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duration  of  ouf  adjoornment.  For  can  the 
noble  lord,  or  can  any  other  man  foresee 
that  ere  the  period  arrive  to  which  the 
noble  lord  proposes  we  should  adjourn, 
some  occurrence  of  high  public  moment 
may  not  take  place — such  as  may  demand 
the  exercise  of  the  deliberative  wisdom  of 
parliament  ?  The  noble  lord  has  therefore 
mis-stated  the  tendency  of  his  own  argu- 
ments. They  are  very  good  as  they  go 
to  recommend  an  adjournment — they  are 
Heillacious  as  they  relate  to  an  adjournment 
of  a  prolonged  nature.  As  the  noble  lord, 
therefore,  has  not  chosen  to  give  me  the 
benefit  of  stating  distinctly  the  grounds  on 
which  he  proposes  the  unusual  prolonga- 
tion of  our  adjournment,  I  must  endeavour, 
in  the  best  way  I  am  able,  to  discuss  the 
subject  without  that  benefit.  The  noble 
lord  states,  indeed,  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  crown  to  re-assemble  parliament  in 
14  days;  and,  consequently,  that  by  no 
adjournment  of  parliament  could  the  eze« 
Gutive  government  be  inconvenienced  or 
embarrassed.  But,  Sir,  I  have  studied  the 
British  constitution  to  little  purpose, — I 
Tery  incorrectly  understand  the  character 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  of  this 
coontry,  if  they  are  merely  to  be  consi- 
dtred  as  a  board  of  legislation,  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  enacting  laws  and  im- 
posing taxes ;  and  not  as  the  constitutional 
counsellors  of  the  crown,  invested  with  the 
right  of  examinine  into  the  exercise  of  all 
th^  privileges  and  prerogatives  which  the 
constitution  places  in  the  hands  of  ma- 
jesty, and  of  interposing  their  advice  to 
the  crown  in  all  cases  in  which  such  inter- 
position may  seem  wise  and  necessary. 
The  argument  of  the  noble  lord  is,  simply, 
that  because  there  is  no  public  business 
before  us,  and  because  the  crown  may  re- 
assemble as  at  a  short  notice,  no  reason- 
able objection  can  be  urged  against  the 
adjournment  which  he  proposes.  I  con- 
tend, however,  that  as  the  constitutional 
counsellors  of  the  crown — not  as  incum- 
brances, but  as  aids  to  the  exercise  of  the 
royal  powers  (and  at  the  present  eventful 
moment  aids  of  more  than  ordinary  value), 
wa  are  called  upon  not  to  place  ourselves 
in  a  situation  which  will  prevent  us  from 
offering  our  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
crown,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  arduous 
affairs  of  the  state.  But,  according  to 
the  noble  lord,  we  ought  to  abandon  our 
functions— we  ought  to  relinquish  our  in- 
fluence on  the  affairs  of  the  state  at  the 
moment  when  the  affairs  of  the  state  be- 
come of  the  most  mighty  importance.  Sir, 
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it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attempt  lo  anti- 
cipate the  circumstances  which  may  call 
for  the  interposition  of  the  advice  of  par- 
liament to  the  crown  at  a  period  earlier 
than  that  to  which  the  noble  lord  would 
have  us  adjourn.  We  are  now  in  a  great 
and  awful  crisis  of  the  affairs  of  Burope. 
The  most  extraordinary,  the  most  aiopen- 
dous  events  may  be  every  day  expected. 
Sir,  before  the  1st  of  March  Europe  may 
be  re-constituted— new  principles  may 
prevail-— a  new  system  may  be  established. 
During  the  whole  course  of  the  events 
which  may  occur  in  this  interval—events 
so  much  under  the  direction  of  a  confede* 
racy  of  which  England  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber— are  we  to  deprive  the  crown  of  tha 
counsel,  and  (if  I  may  use  the  expression) 
relieve  it  from  the  controul;  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament?  The  noble  lord 
cannot  presume  to  say  that  the  interfer- 
ence of  parliament,  in  the  way  which  I 
have  described— that  its  interference  in 
the  conduct  of  any  negociations  in  which 
the  country  may  be  engaged,  would  tie 
improper  or  inexpedient — he  cannot  pre- 
sume  to  say  this  without  arraigning  the 
constitution  itself ;  and  yet  the  nobk  lord's 
proposition  amounts  to  a  declaration,  Ibat 
parliament  is  useful  for  the  purposes  of 
enacting  laws  and  imposing  taxes,  but 
that  for  the  much  higher  office  of  obsenr* 
ing  the  progress  of  a  confederacy,  of  which 
this  country  forms  so  important  a  part« 
and  of  advising  the  crown  on  the  great 
questions  of  peace  and  war,  its  existence 
is  inconvenient  and  embarrassing.  The 
noble  lord  did  not  even  state  that  we  were 
engaged  in  negociations.  In  a  very  pro- 
per manner  he  declined  touching  on  that 
point  in  the  answers  which  he  this  even- 
ing gave  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend.  We  are, 
therefore,  called  upon  to  abandon  oor 
functions,  because  there  may  be  aona 
danger  of  our  embarrassing  the  execaUve 
government;  although  nothing  is  expli- 
citly stated  on  the  subject.— So  far.  how- 
ever, as  I  am  iible,  Sir,  to  ascertain  the 
general  complexion  of  affairs  in  EoropOi  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  state  of  those  aflaira 
is  precisely  the  reason  why  our  adjoora* 
ment  should  be  short; — not  that  we  OHiy 
have  it  in  our  power  to  continue  jealoosly 
to  watch  the  crown;  but  that  we  may 
retain  the  opportunity  of  exercising  ovr 
vigilance  with  respect  to  those  importaoa 
events  with  which  every  moment  is  preg- 
nant, and  of  ofl'ering  our  advice  to  tM 
executive  power  in  cases  in  which  we  may 
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deem  sach  a  step  necessary.    We  are  not 
at  liberty 9  cootistently  with  our  duty,  to 
abandon  the  crown  or  its  ministers  at  such 
a  moment.     But  the  noble  lord  seems  to 
think  this  difficulty  remo?ed,  because  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  re-assemble 
us  in  a  short  period  ;  as  if  it  were  not  our 
duty  to  ofler  to  the  crown  such  advice  as 
we  may  think  beneficial  to  the  countr}^ 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  crown  to  call 
upon  us  for  our  advice  at  its  own  discre- 
tion !     The  proposition  would  have  been 
more  plausible,  had  the  noble  lord  been 
able  to  shew  that  the  slightest  disposition 
had  been  manifested  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, on  the  part  of  the  House,- or  of  any 
member  of  it,  to  impede  the  operations  of 
government.      But  what  are  the  facts? 
Never  has  there  been  a  session  since  the 
existence  of  parliament,  in  which  the  go- 
vernment have  received  a  more   unani- 
mous and   a  more  zealous  support  than 
during    the  present  session.     Never  has 
there  been  a  session,  during  the  last  half 
century,  in  which   such  complete  confi- 
dence has  been  placed  in  government  by 
both  Houses  of  i^ariiament ;  speakins,  as  I 
admit,  nay,  as  I  contend,  they  did,  the 
sense  of  every  man  in  the  country.     Afler 
this  unlimited  confidences-after  the  votes 
of  subsidies — after    the   increase   of  our 
force  by  the  interference  with  the  militia 
tiystem  (and  I  would   have  voted  for  that 
increase  had  it  been  much  greater)— after 
these  and  other  unequivocal  marks  of  con- 
fidence and  support  by  the  House  at  large, 
and  on  the  part  of  those  who  in  ordinary 
times  are  in  the  habit  of  differing  from 
the  individuals  who  are  now  in   his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  I  do  think  that  the  noble 
lord's  proposition  comes  with  a  peculiarly 
bad  grace,  though  I  should  nevertheless 
have  objected   to   it  on  general  grounds 
alone.     For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  take  as 
warm  an  interest  in  the  support  of  govern- 
ment on  this  occasion  as  any  roan.     I  re- 
pose wiXh  as  much  confidence,  in  the  zeal 
of  those  powers  who  are  in  alliance  with 
Great  Britain.     I  never  doubted  but  that 
as  soon  as  a  legitimate  struggle  should  be 
made  by  the  continental  states  to  regain 
their  independence,  the  cause  would  be 
the  cause  of  England,  and  that  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  England  to  assist  them  to 
the  extent  of  her  means.     1  always  thought 
that  the  assertion  of  these  principles  was 
the  peculiar  duty  of  that  description  of 
men,  who  had  ever  defended  the  cause  of 
national  independence  and  public  liberty; 
of   those   who  first  introduced  the   wise 
(  VOL.  XXVII. ) 


principle  of  ^  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
and  who  for  fifty   years    maintained    it 
against  all  the  arguments  derived  from  our 
insularsituation,  and  from  the  consequently 
maritime  character  of  our  power.     More 
particularly  wasi  impressed  with  thissenti- 
ment,  when  I  saw  the  cause  of  national  in- 
dependence, and  the  equilibrium  of  power, 
espoused  throughout  Europe,  with  a  truly 
popular  and  national  spirit.     Under  such 
circumstances,  I  felt  peculiarly  disposed, 
in  common  with  many  others,  not  only  to 
support  his  Majesty's  government  in  the 
adoption  of  any  measures  which  they  might 
think  the  situation  of  affairs  required,  but 
scrupulously  to  abstain  from  all  discussion 
and  enquiry  that  might  embarrass  them, 
at  a  moment  when  freedom  of  action  ap- 
peared so  desirable  to  the  public  cause. 
[Sir  James  seemed  here  to  be  much  affected 
by  indisposition.    After  a  short  pause,  he 
resumed.]     Sir,  I  feel  that  I  am  very  unfit 
at  present  to  do  justice  to  the  ideas  which 
I  came  prepared  to  ofier  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.     I  appeal,  at  an  addi- 
tional instance  of  the  utility  of  keeping 
parliament  assembled  at  such  a  moment 
as  the  present,  to  the  very  circumstance 
of  the  questions  that  I  put  to  the  noble 
lord  the  other  day,  and  the  answers  that  I 
received.     I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  that 
the   answers  with  which  the  noble  lord 
favoured  me  on  that  occasion,  have  re* 
lieved  me  from  some  of  the  most  difficult 
and  invidious  parts  of  my  present  task. 
The  facility  of  thus  giving  an  explanation* 
of  the  course  of  public  affairs,  is  an  advan- 
tage also  to  government,  which  the  noble 
lord  on  that  occasion  owed  to  the  circum- 
stance of  our  being  yet  assembled.     If  the 
suspicions  anl    apprehensions   which    in- 
duced  me  to  put  to  the  noble  lord  the 
questions  to  which  i  allude  had  been  con- 
fined to   my  own  breast,   it  would  have 
been  presumptuous  in  me  to  have  obtruded 
myself  on  the  attention  of  the  Hopse; 
but  they  were  not  my  feelings  alone-* 
they  were  the  feelings  of  many  persons  of 
great  consideration — they  were  the  feel- 
ings of  persons  who  are  animated  with  a 
true  zeal   for  the    interests  and  for  the 
honour  of   the  House  of  Orange.      For 
what  was  the  first  appearance  of  the  trans- 
actions to  which  those  questions  referred  ? 
— We  had  read  an  account  of  an  insur- 
rection ha?ing  taken  place  at  Amsterdam 
on  the  ]5ih  of  November.     On  the  ]6;h,a 
body  of  respectable  individuals,  terming 
themselves    the  Provisional  Government, 
declared    their   resolution    to    invite   bit 
(X) 
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royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  oter 
to  Holland.  In  consequence  of  this  invi* 
tation,  the  Prince  of  Orange  left  this  coun- 
try ;  and  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that 
before  his  departure  he  would  have  con- 
certed with  his  Majeftty's  ministers  the 
measures  which  it  might  be  expedient  to 
adopt  on  his  arrival.  In  Holland  he, 
howcrver,  arrived  ;  and  on  the  vtry  next 
day  he  issued  a  proclamation,  announcing, 
that,  anainst  his  better  judgment,  he  was 
induced  by  the  wishes  of  the  people  to 
assume  the  higher  title  of  "  Sovereign 
Prince  of  the  Netherlands."  Sir,  it  is 
very  natural  that  Englishmen  should  con- 
template these  occurrences  with  no  small 
degree  of  interest.  It  is  very  natural  that 
Englishmen  should  regret  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  an  old  and  faithful  ally-— an 
independence  guaranteed  by  this  country 
by  treaty  in  1788 — should  be  regarded 
withsomuch  levity  ;  and  that  the  ancient 
'  Ddtch  Republic  should  be  subverted  in  a 
tumultuary  manner  by  a  hw  gentlemen 
^the  inhabitants  of  tivo  towns  only)  and 
in  the  presence  of  a  foreign  force.  Had 
Irot  the  Dutch  a  right  to  expect  that  we 
thoold  be  alarmed  by  these  events  ?  What 
should  wte  think  of  our  friends  in  other 
Countries  who  should  bear  of  similar  oc- 
Corrence^  in  this  island  with  indifference  ? 
more  especially  were  they  calculated  to 
Inspire  us  with  regret  and  suspicion,  when 
it  was  so  natural  to  believe  that  the  pro- 
jected changes  most  have  been  known  to 
tb'e  British  government,  even  if  they  had 
toot  been  concerted  with  them.  From  this 
Apprehension  the  noble  lord  completely 
Relieved  those  by  whom  it  w&s  entertained. 
The  noble  lord  declared  in  the  face  oT 
the  House  and  of  Europe  (and  it  is  a  de- 
claration to  which  I  am  bound  to  yield 
Implicit  credit),  that  his  Majesty's  govem- 
)nent  knew  nothing  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange'is  plans,  nor  of  the  intention  to  sub- 
Vert  the  old  republican  form  of  government 
In  Holland.  After  this  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  lord,  the  case  is  undoubt- 
edly relieved  from  one  of  its  greatest  dif- 
liculties.  We  are  no  longer  alarmed  with 
the  scrpposition  that  the  revolution  in  Hol- 
land was  the  suggestion  of  the  government 
of  this  country.  Whatever,  therefore,  may 
be  my  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  changes 
tvhich  have  taken  place,  I  am  absolutely 
precluded  from  calling  for  an  opinion  from 
parliament  on  the  subject.  The  declaration 
of  the  noble  lord  was,  that  they  were  ef- 
fected by  a  spontaneous  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  people.    The  case  is  certainly 
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new  ;  it  Is  compiek  hi  iti  natare  ;  and 
merely  as  a  matter  passing  in  a  neighboar- 
ing  state,  one  rtiay  exercise  one's  indiTi- 
dual  judgment,  and  pass  one's  individQal 
opinion  upon  it,  but  no  farther.  I  will  nek, 
therefore,  press  the  consideration  of  thii 
subject. — I  will  not  say  any  ihinff  oFwhat 
may,  perhaps,  be  justly  considered  theobllj 
gation  of  the  treaty  hy  which  we  formterly 
guaranteed  to  the  Dutch  the  possearion  of 
their  liberties.  As  a  question  of  pobltc 
law,  it  might  be  discussed,  whether,  when 
a  country  is  relieved  from  the  yoke  a^  m 
conqueror,  treaties  made  with  that  coontry 
prior  to  its  subjugation  do  not  reTiro.  I 
think  they  do.  But  I  do  not  hold  tbal 
they  are  binding  against  the  commahity. 
Against  a  seditious  party— against  a  lb* 
reign  party— our  treaty,  guaranteeing  fO 
the  Dutch  their  republican  form  t)f  go- 
vernment, would,  in  my  opinion,  un- 
doubtedly resume  its  operation  ;  but  Dol 
against  that  body  which  is  fairly 
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to  be  called  the  community.  Sir,  I  giv« 
his  Majesty's  ministers  full  credit  fbr  hi?^ 
ing  scrupulously  abstained  from  any  inters 
ference  with  the  internal  affairs  tX  HoN 
land.  I  give  them  full  credit  for  the  Mi^ 
cacy  which  they  have  exhibited  towatrdi 
the  national  indepehdence  of  that  comitrjf; 
The  principle  on  which  they  have  «ci^ 
has  been  plainly  this — ^that  they  did  tak 
think  themselves  at  liberty  to  ctpfWfc 
any  opinion  on  the  measures*  or  to  lake 
any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  people 
of  Holland,  on  Dutch  territory,  and  i^ 
fecting  only  Holland  itself.  Sir,  I  reapaA 
tbi^  principle.  I  hail  its  acknowl^gtflMA 
by  the  British  government.  Recollectiog^ 
as  I  do,  the  evils  which  followed  its  rsjce^ 
lion  20  years  ago,  I  am  oveijoyH  to  afe% 
it  now  adopted  and  asserted,  ft  is  impo^ 
sible  for  roe  to  question  the  irmndnois  i 
the  sacredness  of  the  principle  oo  WMA 
the  British  government  has  dechured  dm 
it  f/'xW  not  interfere  with  the  interonal  al^ 
fairs  of  Holland.  It  may,  nevertbeleia*  b^ 
permitted  me  to  express  my  exiremo  rsf- 
'gret  at  the  course  which  has  beenpohNrtd 
in  that  country.  I  do  lament  that  a  Mft* 
siitution,  under  which  Holland  was  oncb 
so  free  and  so  flourishing,  has  been  iVjecMl 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  peopts^ 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  foreign  IbrCt. 
Sir,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  called  a  rt^b* 
lican,  because  I  feel  concern  at  CMn 
events.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considetrf 
less  atuched  to  the  ancient  and  veneraMa 
constitution  of  England,  because  I  lamMt 
that  the  ancient  and  venerable  conititoitioh 
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of  HolbD4  Uas  beea  overthrown.  I  can- 
pot  conceive  that  that  form  of  government 
which  had  shewn  itt^lf  capable  of  resUting 
^hilip  the  2d — of  repelling  Logis  the  14th 
-—of  driving  Louis  the  15ih  from  t^e  gates 
of  Amsterdam,  can;  be  so  radica^lLy  baci  a^ 
to  b<f  insuKceptlble  of  correciipn.  I  an^ 
not  fof  subvening  any  governm^i^t.  I 
wis|^  efery  government  to  be  amemd^d^ 
and  consequently  none  to  be  4^troy^d. 
Sir,  1  have  high  authority  for  my  qpinivn, 
thai  Ihe  new  authority  and  titljef  of  th^ 
prince  of  Orange  will  no^  be  permanently 
beneficial  to  bis  Royal  Highness's  House, 
•r- We  are  lold  by  sir  William  Temple^  th%t 
in  I  he  year  t675,  soon  after  the  invasion 
of  Holland  by  Louis  the  Hth,  it  was  pro- 
poned to  the  Great  William  by  the  people 
of  Guelder  I  and,  that  he  should  assume  the 
title  of  sovereign  duke  of  Guelderlaud. 
William  was  strongly  advised  to  acquiesce 
in  this  proposition  by  all  the  youoig  and 
the  giddy  of  his  court,  and  by  one  in()i- 
f  idual  who  wu  neither  young  nor  gid^y 
B-none  of  the  greatest  statesmen  thav  ever 
lived—the  confidant  and  disciple  of  De 
Witt  —  the  pensionary  Fagel,  whoH^  fa- 
Ipily,  during  every  reverse  of  ibrtune* 
iiave  contmued  to  adhere  to  the  House 
of  Orange  wiili  the  most  steady  and 
eztf^niplary  fidelity — but  notwithstanding 
this  advice,  the  Great  William  refused 
to  accept  the  prott«red  dignity.  Som^ 
people  had  at  th^t  period  ascribed  his  re- 
fusal to  f«*ar — others  attribuied  it  to  aftt;c- 
tation.  But  sir  W  Temple,  who  knew  that 
great  pnnre,  declared  that  it  arose  from  a 
nobler  motive;  and  that  William  was  in- 
spired with  an  ambition  to  become  great 
))y  serving,  and  not  by  ihe  servitude  of,  his 
country  ;  and  that  be  did  not  consider 
^t  so  honourable  to  be  the  sovereign  prince 
of  a  mean  and  enslaved  state*  as  the 
ftadtbolder  of  a  great  and  free  one.  It  is 
^Iso  mentioned  by  sir  William  Temple, 
fthat  in  the  cuiiversaiion,  which  the  lords, 
deputed  by  ibis  country  to  induce  Wil- 
liam t«i  as/end  the  English  throne,  had 
with  that  prince,  be  ng  apprehen»ive  that 
he  would  tliilike  ihe  popular  constitution 
of  England,  and  im9gine  that  it  subjected 
the  country  to  intern  il  distractions,  and 
rendered  it  leM  disponed  and  able  to  cope 
^ith  a  foreign  li>e,  thry  represented  tt> 
bim  that  snrh  was  not  the  case  ;  but  sir 
William  Temple  states  that  their  fears 
mere  groundless  ;  for  that  the  prince  ex- 
pressed hi^  conviction*  that  in  a  fr<;e  coun- 
Uy  tranquillity  was  baiter  insured  than 
qndac  *  4wpotism;    and  (bi^t  n9  «9bru 
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were  calcttUted  to  be  so  efifectuaf  against 
an  external  enemy,  as  those  which  were 
generated  by  the  enthusiastic  spirit  of  li- 
berty and  independence.  Sir,  there  is  a 
circumstance  which  s^ews  very  clearly^ 
the  opinion^  on  the  events  in  liolUnd,  of' 
an  individual  of  great  importance  at  th^ 
present  crisis.  Iq  the  bulletin  issued  by 
the  Crown  Prio^Cfi  of  Sweden  on  the  30t^ 
^^ovember,  it  is  declared  that  the  restora^ 
tion  of  the  i^^tholder  to  his  dignity  will  b.^ 
attended  with  the  worst  consequences  tp 
France.  It  is  therefor^  evidept,  that  on 
the  yoth  November,  in  full  possession  ^ 
9\\  that  bai)  taken  place  in  Holland,  thip 
grGa,t  and  iljustrious  individual,  to  the  ef* 
cellence  of  whose  pUns,and  lo  the  activity 
of  whoie  exertion^  tl\e  deliverance  ^ 
Europe  is  greatly  attributablej  and  wb9 
has  served  the  country  of  his  duty  as  bril- 
liantly as  he  forn^erly  served  the  country 
of  his  birth— did  ijiot  thin^  that  by  the 
act  of  two  or  three  towps«  the  wboJ^ 
population  of  Holland  were  committed  t9 
a  radical  change  in  their  form  of  govern- 
ipent.  It  is  tri)e,  his  royal  highness  th^ 
Prince  of  Orange  has  declared,  that  h^ 
will  not  accept  the  dignity  pressed  upo^ 
him,  but  "  under  the  guarantee  of  a  wi«# 
constitution*  which  shall  secure  the  free- 
dom of  his  people  against  all  possibly 
future  abuses.^'  Sir,  I  applaud  this  decla- 
ration. It  is  worthy  of  a  descendant  of 
William  the  1st  and  William  the  3d,  tQ 
the  cotmtrymen  of  De  Witt  and  Fagel. 
Nor,  perhaps,  is  it  unbecoming  even  a 
private  member  of  this  House  to  ri.^  here^ 
and  to  claim  for  the  people  ol  H(»lland 
the  benefit  of  a  due  observance  of  this  de- 
claration. Sir,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  support  which  this  country  has  a(* 
forded  to  Holland, to  t- nable  the  inhabitants 
to  tfxpel  their  enemies^if  the  liberties  of 
the  Dutch  should  not  be  secureil, the  councils 
of  (ingUnd  Mill  be  irretrievably  disgraced; 
we  bball  be  accused  of  de&ertmg  the  cause 
of  national  independence,  and.  under  the 
mask  ^ii  frieiid!th''p,  of  rivetintc  the  chains 
of  a  brave  people.  But  I  will  not  cherish 
any  suspicion*  of  that  nature.  The  Houses 
ot  Nassau  and  Brunsi%ick  are  distinguished 
by  every  circumstance  which  can  give  dig. 
nity  to  great  and  illustrious  families  ;  and, 
above  all,  by  their  having  been  selected 
by  Providence  as  the  guardians  of  the 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  their  rc;- 
spective  countries. 

The  present  representatives  of  tho^ 
Houses  cannot  betray  their  try^t  withflt^t 
forfeiting  the  bonQura  nUqb  thcg^  btie 
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inherited  from  their  ancestors.  But  at 
least  it  may  be  said,  that  if  the  recent 
events  in  Holland  had  passed  without  ob- 
servation in  this  country,  if  no  protebtbad 
been  entered  against  the  principle  of 
lightly  abolishing;  the  popular  government 
of  a  country,  and  that  country  an  old  and 
a.faithful  ally,  we  might  have  been  justly 
accused  of  an  indifference  to  liberty  and 
friendship.  God  forbid.  Sir,  that  a  single 
word  which  has  dropped  from  my  lips  this 
evening  should  have  the  eflect  of  damping 
the  zeal  of  the  natives  of  Holland  against 
their  foreign  oppressors,  or  of  diminishing 
the  sympathy  with  which  their  brave  and 
poble  efforts  are  regarded  in  this  country. 
I  have  no  difficulty  in  declaring,  that  no 
circumstances  in  the  internal  situation  of  a 
country  can  justify  an  indifference  on  the 
part  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  defence  of 
that  country  against  a  foreign  enemy. 
The  worst  measures  of  domestic  govern- 
ment can  never  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
such  an  indifiference.  The  man  who  main- 
tains a  contrary  doctrine  is  a  detestable 
citizen*  It  was  with  great  pleasure  that,  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session,  I  heard 
from  a  yoang  and  eloquent  friend  of  mine, 
whom  I  sincerely  congratulate  on  the  ho- 
nourable appointment  which  he  has  lately 
obtained  (Mr.  Charles  Grant),  the  doctrine 
that  in  all  countries  there  was  an  instinc- 
tive patriotism  which  impelled  the  inha- 
bitants to  defend  the  home  of  their  fathers 
against  all  foreign  attack.  Sir,  this  is  a 
beautiful  ordination  of  Providence.  It  is 
one  of  the  great  sweeteners  of  the  evils  of 
natural  society.  If  there  be  a  philosophy 
which  would  extinguish  or  impair  this 
feeling,  I  abandon  it  to  the  contempt 
which  it  deserves.  But  in  addition  to  this 
instinctive  patriotism,  there  is  also  amoral 
patriotism— -a  love  for  a  country  because 
It  is  a  country  which  deserves  love  ;  an 
attachment  to  a  government  because  it  is 
a  government  which  deserves  attachment 
•^this  is  a  description  of  patriotism  which 
can  be  preserved  only  with  the  presierva- 
tion  of  liberty.  And  if  there  beany  level- 
ling philosophy  which  would  destroy  this 
higher  kind  of  patriotism,  it  merits  as  deep 
^  detestation  as  the  other  ;  and  most  un- 
natural would  it  be  to  maintain  its  doc- 
trines in  an  English  House  of  Commons.— 
Thus,  Sir,  have  I  stated  the  scruples  and 
difficulties  (part  of  them  certainly  relieved 
by  the  recent  replies  of  the  noble  lord 
'to  my  inquiries)  which  I  entertain  with 
respect'  to  the  late  changes  in  Holland. 
I   have  expressed    my  opinion    on   the 
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nature  of  those  changes.  I  could  have 
wished  that  they  had  been  effected  by 
the  legal  representatives  of  the  people,  or, 
if  that  was  impracticable,  by  the  actoal 
representatives  of  the  people— -or  if  not  to, 
at  least  by  the  clear  concurrence  of  the 
whole  people,  acting  under  their  natural 
leaders,  whose  authority  it  is  much  more 
important  to  maintain  during  a  revolation, 
than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of 
a  country.  1  should  have  been  glad  alio, 
if  the  whole  afiair  had  been  conducted 
more  gravely,  and  with  more  evident 
proofo  that  it  met  with  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  people.  As  it  is,  I  trost  hia  royal 
highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  will  adhere 
to  the  terms  of  bis  noble  declaration,  and 
secure  to  his  subjects  thelibertiea  they  so 
well  deserve.  I  rejoice  that  hit  Royal 
Highness  has  not  spoken  lightly  of  tbal 
which,  under  the  name  of  civil  liberty,  it 
has  been  the  fashion  to  oppose,  political 
liberty.  1  rejoice  that  he  holds  out  a  con* 
stitution  to  the  Dutch.  I  trust  that  it  witi 
be  a  constitution  composed  of  sufficient  li- 
gour  on  the  part  of  the  executive  gorem- 
ment,  connected  with  some  representallon 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  ;  that  it 
will  secure  equal  laws^  and  the  pure  anil 
impartial  administriation  of  jastice.  On 
this  last  subject,  it  is,  indeed,  very  tatiafac* 
tory  to  know  that  the  purity  of  the  adnit- 
ntstration  of  justice  in  Holland  hat  aar^ 
vived  all  the  storms  which  the  vartoua  re« 
volutions  of  that  country  have  occasioned; 
and  that  the  impartiality  of  the  jadgei^ 
and  the  integrity  of  the  lawyers  of  Hol- 
land, continue  to  be  most  honourably  dit* 
tinguished.  Sir,  there  is  another  subject 
on  which  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words.  I 
cannot  ask  the  noble  lord  any  question 
upon  it,  because  it  relates  to  that  whidi 
may  be  an  operation  of  the  war.  I  as, 
therefore,  obliged  to  argue  upon  it  as  b 
rumour— as  a  case  that  may  by  poasibilitj 
occur.  It  has  been  stated.  Sir,  that  it  h 
the  intention  of  the  allied  powers  totreal 
the  Helvetic  body  hostilely-- not  to  O0B> 
sider  that  body  as  entitled  to  the  rigbta  «f 
neutrality,  but  to  force  their  way  through 
Switzerland  to  France.  Now,  Sir,  I  caBh 
not  ask  the  noble  lord  if  this  is  actually 
the  fact ;  because,  if  he  were  to  answer  la 
the  affirmative,  it  would  be  to  divulge  to 
the  world  that  France  is  to  be  attacked  UB 
that  side.  But  on  this  question  of  a  long 
adjournment,  1  am  at  liberty  to  discufli 
this  as  a  possible  case.  I  therefore  submit; 
with  great  deference,  my  opinion,  that  If  I 
am  rightly  informed  with  respect  la  tbisisi* 
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tention  of  the  allies,  such  an  act  would  be  a 
▼iolation  of  one  of  the  free  principtea  of 
public  law.  The  Helvetic  hotly  is  bound  to 
France,  only  by  a  cfinTention  to  furnish 
France  with  a  certain  number  of  men.  By 
this  convention,  concluded  in  \S04t,  Swit- 
zerland engaged  to  furnish  16,000  troops 
to  France.-^he  has  furnished  troops  to 
France,  and  to  other  countries,  for  three 
centuries.  If  my  intelligence  be  not  in- 
correct, there  is  no  other  existing  treaty 
between  France  and  Switzerland  than  that 
which  I  have  just  mentioned.  Sir,  that 
cannot  be  called  an  infringement  of  neu- 
trality. In  1809,  during  the  war  between 
France  and  Austria,  the  Swiss  government 
(furnishing  thirteen  thousand  troops  to 
France)  was  anxious  to  take  the  precau- 
tion of  inducing  Austria  distinctly  to- re- 
cognise the  neutrality  of  Switzerland, 
which  Austria  accordingly  did ;  and  ab- 
stained from  any  complaint  of  the  conduct 
of  Svviizerland,  receiving  the  ministers  of 
that  country  at  her  court.  1  have  nev«*r 
understood  that  a  mere  supply  of  limited 
succour  10  one  country,  und^r  a  conven- 
tion conclod«;d  before  the  breaking  out  of 
a  war  between  that  country  and  another, 
gives  to  the  last  the  right  of  makmg  war 
on  the  power  by  which  the  succour  is  so 
aiibrded.  It  is  not  so  stated  by  the  best 
writers  on  the  law  of  nations.  Indfcd, 
Sir,  we  have  recent  and  remarkable  in- 
stances that  such  has  not  bt-en  the  usage 
of  nations.  We  have  the  instance  of  the 
succour  granted  by  Holland  lo  the  empress 
queen,  in  the  war  of  the  Austrian  succes- 
sion ; — we  have  al«o  the  instance  of  the 
succour  granted  by  Holland  to  this  coun- 
try in  the  rebellion  of  1745.  In  neither 
of  these  cases  was  the  neutrality  of  Hol- 
land deemed  to  be  violated.  With  regard 
to  Switzerland  itself,  there  have  be^n  seve- 
ral instances  in  which  that  country  exer- 
cised an  option  with  respect  to  its  assis- 
tance; refusing  troops  to  some  states,  and 
granting  them  to  others ;  and  yet  I  do  not 
"understand  that  her  neutrality  was  ever 
considered  to  be  violated  in  consequence. 
In  the  debate  which  took  place  in  this 
House  in  1 805,  on  the  rupture  with  Spain 
(in  which  the  greatest  talents  were  dis- 
played ;  in  which,  on  one  side  of  the 
House  was  a  right  hon.  gentleman  no 
longer  a  member  of  that  House ;  and  on 
the  Other,  my  late  and  revered  friend  Dr. 
Lawrence,  than  whom  a  man  of  more  pro- 
found knowledge  of  public  law  never  ex- 
'isted);  the  principle  to  which  I  have  ad- 
'^vrtcU  was  successfully  'maintained  in  the 
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discussion  of  the  treaty  of  Ildefonso.  •'  i 
am  aware.  Sir,  it  may  be  asserted,  that 
the  occupation  of  Switzerland  by  the  allies 
will  be  highly  advantageous  to  theircaose, 
and  will  facilitate  the  attainment  of  their 
object.  This  may  be  very  true  ;  but  if  il 
be  allowed  to  supersede  the  right  of  Swit- 
zerland to  maintain  her  neutrality,  there 
is  an  end  of  all  public  security.  IfSwit* 
zerland  is  not  to  be  considered  neutral,  be- 
cause  she  covers  a  large  frontier  of  France, 
which  it  would  be  convenient  to  approach, 
forewell  to  the  righu  of  nations.  In  my 
opinion,  looking  at  the  conduct  of  Swit- 
zerland for  the  last  )  ^  years,  such  an  act 
as  the  occupation  of  that  country  by  the 
allied  powers  would  be  a  most  odious  act 
of  warfare.  Switzerland  has  made  con- 
stant efforts  to  maintain  her  neutrality; 
"  to  preserve  herself  for  better  times/' 
The  national  character  and  spirit  of  the 
Swiss  entitle  them  to  forbearance.  One 
of  the  deputies  sent  from  Switzerland  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  allied  armies  is  the 
celebrated  Aloys  Reding,  the  patriot  who 
so  heroically  resisted  the  French  in  1792. 
I  trust,  when  he  presents  himself  to  the 
allied  sovereigns,  that  they  will  recollect 
this  circumstance ;  that  they  will  recollect 
that  when  the  whole  continent  was  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  France,  Aloys  Reding,  at  the 
head  of  a  small  but  gallant  band,  braved 
the  conqueror  of  the  world— -that  he  fought 
and  bled  on  the  field  of  Morgarten— that 
he  set  the  first  example  of  that  glorious 
resistance  to  foreign  oppression  which  so 
many  nations  have  since  happily  followed 
—and  that  it  is  this  hero  who  now  im- 
plores them  to  spare  the  remains  of  his 
gallant  countrymen.  Sir,  I  trust  that  the 
observations  which  I  have  made  on  this 
subject  will  prove  totally  useless.  The 
expression  appears  to  create  some  sur- 
prise, but  it  is  just ;  for  what  can  better 
prove  the  propriety  of  having  made  the 
observation  which  I  have  offered  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  than  that  they 
should  prove  to  be  the  rule  on  which  the 
great  powers  of  the  continent  will  deter- 
mine to  act  ?  If  they  forego  their  attack 
on  Switzerland,  it  will  be  because  they 
will  be  convinced  of  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  arguments  by  which  that  attack 
has  been  opposed*  I  hope  that  I  shall 
not  be  misunderstood  to  wish  to  dissuade 
the  Swiss  from  taking  part  in  the  confe- 
deration against  France.  It  is  impossible 
for  me.  Sir,  to  put  myself  into  the  situation 
of  being  able  to  judge  for  Switzerland  in 
this  respect.    I  cannot  sufficiently  divest 
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myself  of  my  feelings  as  an  Englishman 
lo  be  fully  aware  of  the  feelings  which 
ibe  inhabitants  of  a  neutral  nation  may 
have  on  the  subject.  But  if  I  really  had 
to  decide  for  Switzerland,  nothing  would 
9Q  Btrongly  indispose  me  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  the  allies,  as  their  claiming'  and 
threatening  to  enforce  a  right  to  pats 
through  Switzerland  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
ultimate  object.  What  would  be  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  allies  to  the  Swiss  on 
9nch  an  occasion  ?  "  We  call  upon  you  to 
join  us  in  maintaining  the  independence 
of  Europe ;  and  the  first  step  that  we  re- 
quire you  to  take  is,  to  sacrifice  the  inde^ 
pendence  of  Switzerland/'  Sir,  it  gave 
me  great  pleasure  to  hear  the  noble  lord 
state,  in  reply  to  my  bon.  and  learned 
friend,  that  of  which,  indeed,  I  did  not 
entertain  much  doubt,  that  the  Proclama- 
tion attributed  to  the  allied  powers  is  an 
tutheniic  document.  After  what  I  have 
said,  it  must  be  totally  unnecessary  for 
me  to  trouble  the  House  with  my  opinion 
upon  it.  It  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  most 
wise,  magnanimous,  and  enlightened  state 
papers  that  was  ever  issued.  From  the 
bottom  of  my  heart  I  adopt  every  senti- 
ment and  every  syllable  which  it  contains; 
end  if,  after  the  promulgation  of  such  a 
document,  it  bhall  be  still  found  neces- 
sary to  parry  on  the  war,  I  am  sure  that 
no  true  Englishman  will  refuse  his  most 
zealous  and  hearty  support  in  its  prosecu- 
tion. On  the  principles  of  that  manifesto, 
es  they  appeared  to  my  miod  on  the  first 
day  that  I  read  it,  Great  Britain  ought  to 
make  common  cause  with  the  powers  from 
whom  it  proceeded.  From  that  cause 
there  ought  to  be  no  retreat.  The  confe- 
derates in  such  a  cause  ought  never  to 
forget  the  obligations  they  owe  each 
other ;  they  should  pursue  no  separate  in- 
terest ;  their  sole  object  ousht  to  be  the 
independence  of  Europe.  The  mention 
of  the  word  f  peace'  on  any  other  terms 
should  be  considered  detestable.  On  us 
it  would  be  incumbent  to  make  every  tfibrt 
in  war  and  every  sacrifice  in  negociaiion. 
Whenever  that  latter  period  may  arrive, 
we  ought  to  bring  forward  our  acquisiiions 
during  the  war  in  tbe  cause  of  Europe, 
and  consider  them  only  as  thojie  of  one 
member  of  the  confederacy,  to  be  used 
lor  the  good  of  all^  although  ii  had  so  hap- 
pened that  I  hey  had  been  obtained  by 
ourselves.  Thus  ought  we  to  conduct 
oornelves  towards  all  the  nations  to  whom 
we  have  pledged  uur  faith,  and  more  es- 
pecially to  those  wlio  have  bravely  taken 
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up  arms  in  the  cause.    First,  Spain  and 
Porti!lgal— then  Halland-«-and  lastly,  every 
part  of  Germany  which  has  joined   the 
common  cause.    To   these  countries  wf 
are  so  bound,  that  we  cannot,  witbool  the 
deepest  disgrace,  listen  to  any  proposition 
that  would  shake  their  independence— not 
their  nominal  but  their  secure   and  sub- 
stantial  independence.     For   the    attaint 
ment  of  this  object,  we  must  willingly  re^ 
linquish  all  the  fortressfs  or  other  acqi|isi« 
tions  of  territory,  and  othcrwii|e,  wbicl| 
we  may  b^ve  made.     There  ia   another 
consideration.  Sir,  which  we  sh<uild  no| 
forget.    It  is,  so  far  as  we  cap  reas^i^lily 
do  so,  to  secure  the  permanent  indepen^ 
dence  of  tho^e  friendly  states,  by  dfpfift 
ing  others  of  the    power  of  oppreaaiiig 
them.     The  year  prevsfdipg  that  of  the 
partition  of  Poland  was  the  year  in  wbid) 
the    balance    of   power    existed   in   |)i« 
greatest  perfection.     H^d  it  not  b^n  for 
the  criminal  and  disgraceful  d^ifr^inn  M 
that  system  by  the  French  ^nd  J^itUk 
governments,  a  great  part  of  the  calfmiT 
ties  which  have  so  long  agitaied  jiinipf 
would   have   been  avoided*    Therf    W|9 
only  one  person  at  that  period  among  oqf 
leading    statesmen  who  evinced  .a    jml 
sense  of  what  Great  Britain  owed  to  the 
preservation  of  that  principle.    Thai  pqft 
son  was  the  first  marquis  of  Ifansdowni^ 
if\\o  was  compelled  to  resign  hie  siluatioii 
as  secretary  of  state,  in  ronsequencti  of 
an  expostulation  to  the  French   govenir 
mept  on  the  conquest  of  Corsica.     After 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  balance  of  power 
was  in   its    lowest    state   of   depression. 
What  security  the  allied  powers  ma^*  oov 
seek  in  order  to  restore  and  maintain  it*  f 
know  not.     It  is  for  his  Majesty 'a  ninier 
lers,  and  for  those  of  the  allied  soTereigni, 
to  view  all  the  circumstances  of  JSnrope^ 
with  a  reference  to  that  mo»t  deairaolf 
object.     It  will  be  for  ys.  Str,  vrhro  thf 
course  which  has  been  pursued  aball  bo 
brought  before  us,  to   give  our  opinioo 
upon  it.    Thatrannot  now  be  done;  to- 
tally uninformed,  as  we  necessarily  aro  in 
this  Hou^e,  with  respect  to  the  degreo  of 
security  which  we  sh(»uld  pursue  as  iho 
object  of  war  and  as  the   preliminary  lo 
peace.     Thus,  Sir,    have    1    impeife^ilj 
sgbmitied  to  the  House,  under  the  presforo 
of  severe  indisposition,  such  ideas  aa  I  bevo 
been   enabled   hastily  to    collect  on  Uiii 
iiiipoitant    subject.     I  sensibly  fetl    tbo 
disadvantages  under  which  I  have  lebpuipd 
in  the  cnursie  of  my  address  to  yon-^ia* 
advjintages  which  I  mi|{ht  p<;rbapa  h^M 
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Avoided,  if  I  biid  liMimed  16  pr«d«hc«.  I 
hope,  h6weTer>  that  the  House  wilt  do  m<^ 
the  justice  to  beltere»  that  in  feeling  what 
Appears  to  me  tofo^  doe  to  the  cWil  liberty 
6f  Holland,  I  entertain  Do  lukewantineM 
towards  its  national  independence-^thaty 
in  wishing  the  confederated  pow«r%  to  ex- 
hibit strict  jtAtidft  to  a  neutral  nation,  I  am 
nevertheless  most  aiixfoas  fbr  their  socdM 
on  tho*«e  honourable  principles  contained 
in  their  iidmirable  Manifesto.  Sir,  iMMYe 
As  an  amendment  to  th«  noble  lord's  mo- 
tion, to  stibstitate  for  the  words  "Toeaday, 
l«t  of  March/'  the  words  •«  Monday,  94th 
lannary/' 

Colonel  ^.  Pm!,  in  a  maiden  speech, 
bbierved,  that  when  be  bad  understood 
that  the  adjoornment  waa  to  have  been 
npposed,  he  had  expected  to  have  met 
with  some  solid  objectiotis  to  that  mea* 
tore  ;  but  instead  of  this  he  bad  heard  a 
fenost  feeble  eppoailion^  in  which  it  waft 
tingutar  thAt  there  WAS  not  a  word  appH* 
table  to  the  qbt^tion  of  adjournment.  He 
tftid  niuch  revpect  for  the  talents  of  the 
hon.  member  who  had  opposed  the  motion 
be^T«  the  House  ;  and  he  had  hoped  to  hare 
received  the  benefit  of  them  on  the  ques^- 
tionir  respecting  the  East  ImKa  Company, 
with  which  that  hon.  and  learned  member 
must  have  been  conversAnt ;  but,  instead 
of  this,  they  h^d  a  display  of  hia  e)o^ 
quence  on  (he  subject  of  an  adjourirment, 
in  which  the  whole  Hoose  concurred,  t'he 
question  was  one  of  confidence  in  the  mi- 
nistry ;  and  from  what  be  had  heard  that 
night  there  were  grom^h  of  confidence, 
and  not  of  distrtist,  in  the  advisers  of  the 
crown  ;  nor  was  the  hon.  member  entitled 
to  arro^te  to  himself  more  solicitude  for 
the  general  welfai^  than  any  one  t>f  those 
members  who  concurred  in  the  adjourn^ 
ment.  He  was  haf>py,  however,  at  the 
opporttmity  which  this  opposition  afibrded 
him  tn  express  his  confidence  in  his 
Majesty's  roiniaters.  For  though  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  placed  his 
opposition  on  the  more  delicate  footing  of 
the  critical  juticttire  of  aflfkirs;  yet  the 
main  point  of  the  qneation  was,  whether 
the  House  bad  enough  confidence  in  the 
ministers  to  tru^  them  for  two  monrths  F 
A  more  finical  opposition  to  any  measore 
he  had  never  heard  in  that  House  ;  hat  he 
trusted  they  had  enough  confidence  in  the 
rainiAers,  and  in  the  Regent,  whose  pfo- 
Tident  and  comprehensive  mfnd-**[Here 
calh  of  order,  and  laughter,  prevented 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  concluding  his 
tAdtence]^To  the  heads  of  the  adninis- 


tfatlon  ^he  gratitude  of  the  House  waa 
due.  To  a  noble  lord  in  that  Huase  (jord 
Castlereagh)  they  owed  the  great  measures 
of  which  the  late  occtlrrences  were  the 
glorioui  reaults.  To  tbe  measure  of  aU 
lowing  the  miiitia  to  volunteer  into  the 
line,  we  owed  those  soldiers  who  were 
f^lanting  the  British  standard  in  the  suil  of 
Fraoee>  and  -  that  success  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  whieh  was  the  main  spring  of 
this  patriotie  war.  This  measure,  to 
important  as  to  oar  foreign  relations,  waA 
equally  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  this 
country.  As  to  the  reason  which  had 
been  adduced  ftM*  the  contkiuation  of  the 
sittings  of  parliament,  from  the  changes 
which  Were  likely  to  take  place  in  the 
state  of  Earope,  he  would  ask,  whether, 
even  if  the  parliament  continued  sitting 
daring  a  negociationi  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  foreign  department  would 
think  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to  disclose 
to  the  House  the  nature  or  terms  of  the 
treaty,  while  stoch  a  disclosure  might 
unhinge  and  overthrow  the  treaty  itself  f 
Such  conduct  would  be  both  weak  and 
wicked.  The  hon.  member  concluded  by 
laying,  thai  he  should  not  have  trespassed 
thus  long  on  the  House,  bat  that  he  had 
been  sorry  to  see  the  unanimity  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  House  during  the 
whole  of  the  session  disturbed  ;  and  be- 
cause  be  wished  to  bear  witness  to  the 
mtification  he  had  received,  as  well 
from  this  unanimity,  as  froas  the  manly 
atowal  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
aaesaber  for  Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread),  and 
t^e  ai^etnher  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Canning). 
Mr.  9Vkkbr9mL  I  heard  with  pleasure 
fixMb  the  hon.  member  who  has  just  spoken, 
who,  from  his  manner  of  expresshsg  his 
feelings,  most  have  felt  wery  strongly 
when  sifetit  [a  laugh],  his  satisfaction  at 
my  conduct ;  bat  v^en  I  afterwards  heard 
also  his  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
member  far  Liverpool,  I  fek  rather  siir« 
prised  thai  the  hon.  gentleman  was  able 
to  chime  in  with  both  of  ns»  as  there  are 
no  two  saen  whose  views  of  political  sob* 
jects  can  be  more  discordant.  As  to  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir 
J.  Mackintosh)  who  has  opposed  the  ad- 

J'oumment,  on  the  accession  of  whose  talents 
/conersiulate  the  House  and  the  coontry, 
and  than  whom,  on  questions  of  public  law, 
there  is  no  one  more  competent  to  instraet 
the  House ;  I  wonder  at  the  applicarion 
made  of  it  to  any  party';  and  still  more  at 
the  epithet  finical,  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  who  spoke  last  was  pleased  to  bestosr 
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on  it.  Though  I  agree  with  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  all  his  general  principles, 
fnd  concur  completely  in  his  wish  to  op- 
pose all  long  adjournments,  I  should  con- 
tradict the  opinions  which  I  have  declared 
respecting  his  Majesty's  ministers,  if  I 
concurred  in  opposing  this  motion  of  ad* 
journment.  If  any  thing  had  occurred  to 
diminish  my  confidence  in  them,  I  might 
be  justified  in  my  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent motion ;  but  instead  of  any  thing 
baving  occurred  to  diminish  it,  the  adop- 
tion this  night  by  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagh)  of  the  splendid  Declaration,  dated 
at  Frankfort,  December  the  1st,  increased 
that  confidence.  During  this  session  I 
bave  not  only  withheld  my  opposition,  but 
even  given  my  support  to  measures  in 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I 
could  not  have  concurred— especially  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Mutiny  Bill ;  when, 
an  assurance  being  given  to  the  House  by 
the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Castlereagh), 
that  an  adjournment  for  a  period  longer 
than  usual  would  be  convenient  to  public 
affairs,  from  a  knowledge  of  this  circum* 
stance  I  concurred  in  giving  to  the  crown 
a  power  for  a  longer  period  than  it  has 
ever  before  possessed,  and  under  circum- 
stances which  I  hope  will  never  again  exist. 
Without  remitting  any  of  my  jealousy  of 
long  discontinuances  of  parliament,  I  am 
willing  to  confide  in  those  who,  I  trust, 
will  merit  my  confidence  ;  and  I  feel  that 
when  I  again  appear  in  this  House,  I  shall 
be  entitled  to  call  his  Majesty's  ministers 
in  a  more  strict  manner  to  answer  for  the 
exercise  of  the  discretion  confided  in  them, 
than  if  I  withheld  in  any  degree  my  con- 
currence in  granting  it.  I  concur  with 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  in  regretting 
the  change  of  the  constitution  of  Holland — 
in  regretting  that  by  the  person  now  called 
the  Sovereign  Prince,  at  the  moment  of  his 
restoration,  this  constitution  should  be  thus 
completely  abrogated ;  and  I  hope  that 
ere  long  his  promise  will  be  performed, 
and  that  we  may  see  that  free  constitution 
established.  But  on  the  principles  laid 
down  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir 
J.  Mackintosh),  and  believing  the  declara- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  (lord  Castlereagh), 
it  is  impossible  that  any  notice  can  be 
taken  of  this  subject  in  parliament.  And 
as  to  Switzerland,  in  the  possibility  of 
Great  Britain  taking  part  in  an  agvression 
on  that  country,  1  see  no  probability  that 
this  contingent  event,  which  I  trust  will 
never  happen,  will  call  for  parliamentary 
interposition  before  the  1st  of  March.— It 
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is  because  I  see  that  the  march  of  tbe  alliei 
is  guided  by  moderate  counsels,  counsels 
in  direct  opposition  to  those  portiied  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  that  I  repoM 
this  confidence  in  ministers  ;  and  1  am 
gratified  that  the  paper  which  I  haTe  men- 
tioned has  been  circulated  before  the  re- 
cess of  parliament,  so  as  to  have  given  op- 
portunity to  his  Majesty's  ministera  of 
publicly  recognizing  it ;  becaose  the  exis« 
tence  of  such  a  declaration  most  pot  an 
end  to  the  absurd  follies  which  have  been 
revived  by  some,  of  punishing  France— of 
teaching  the  French  people.  These  wild, 
wicked,  and  mischievous  chimeras  must 
now  be  put  down;  for  the  allies  haTe  done 
what  I  anticipated  a  magnificent  alliance 
would  do  :— notwithstanding  their  ticio- 
ries,  they  have  adhered  to  their  stated  ob- 
ject, and  have  not  altered  the  principles, 
or,  to  use  their  own  words,  tbe  conditiuos, 
on  which  they  will  receive  peace.  Taking 
this  manifesto  as  my  guide,  I  hope  that 
peace  is  already  achieved ;  bat  if  peace 
is  not  yet  conquered,  there  is  not  a  man  in 
this  House,  or  in  the  country,  who  will 
not  concur  in  the  further  conauests  which 
may  be  necessary  to  procure  it.  Throw* 
ing  on  his  Majesty's  ministers  the  respon* 
sibility  of  the  confidence  which  they  de» 
mand,  and  in  the  spirit  of  confidence^ 
I  concur  heartily  in  tbe  motion  of  a^joorfr 
ment. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  said,  that  the  declara* 
tion  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
had  much  relieved  bis  mind ;  for  he  held 
it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  on  great 
occasions,  to  maintain  as  an  inviolable  rale» 
that  we  should  not  interfere  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  other  states.  The  change  of  the 
constitution  in  Holland  was  to  be  regrettedt 
he  thought,  on  account  of  the  other  autcs 
on  the  continent,  and  might  be  injarioos 
to  the  alliance;  because  the  concnrrenoe 
of  many  states  in  the  attempts  to  e&ect  tbe 
deliverance  of  Europe  must  have  been  in 
the  hopes  of  ameliorating  their  internal 
condition.  As  to  the  reasons  which  were 
to  induce  them  to  concur  in  a  meaaare  per* 
haps  not  sanctioned  by  the  principles, 
certainly  not  by  the  practice,  of  the  coa* 
stitution,  it  had  been  stated,  that  theie 
were  grounds  for  confidence  in»  mtniaten. 
He  (Mr.  A.)  should  belie  his  whole  conduct 
if  he  had  said  that  they  possessed  bis  coo* 
fidence.  The  sentiments  in  the  King^ 
speech  did  honour  to  the  advisers  of  the 
crown,  and  their  acts  since  had  concamf 
to  prove  them  sincere  ;  the  Declaration  eif 
tbe  Allies,  also,  he  confessed,  deif  nrcd  ell 
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the  epitheti  which  bad  been  bestowed  on 
it.  But  these  were  good  only  as  far  as 
they  went;  and  as  he  could  form  no  esti- 
mate of  the  future  conduct  of  ministers  but 

• 

from  the  past,  he  could  not  be  sure,  judg- 
ing from  their  general  conduct,  that  they 
would  follow  up  their  professions.  If  this 
long  and  unprecedented  adjournment  had 
been  thought  necessary  by  ministers,  he 
thought  it  might  have  been  introduced  by 
a  message  from  the  throne ;  by  which 
means  there  would  have  remained  on  their 
Journals  some  reasons  for  this  extraonli- 
iiary  step,  and  it  would  have  been  shewn 
that  confidence  in  the  ministry  was  the 
cause  of  the  adjournment ;  but  as  the  case 
now  stood,  if  at  any  future  time  unanimity 
prevailed  in  the  House,  the  same  reasons 
which  now  sufficed  would  have  weight  in 
favour  of  a  still  longer  adjournment. — Un* 
less  some  strong  case  were  made  out,  why 
should  the  parliament  be  held  in  a  time 
at  which  it  was  most  inconvenient  for 
members  to  attend,  consequently  when 
there  would  be  the  thinnest  attendance  ? 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  measure 
on  the  House  of  Lords  ?  As  many  of  the 
important  Bills  must  originate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  they  would  reach 
the  other  House  at  a  time  when  their 
lordships  could  not  attend,  without  neg- 
lecting more  urgent  business  in  other 
places;  and  thus  the  most  important  mea- 
sures would  necessarily  pass  that  House 
without  consideration.  As  to  the  recent 
and  valuable  accession  to  the  House  (the 
Irish  members),  adjournments  for  such  a 
period  would  annihilate  them  completely; 
for  they  might  a«  well  give  up  all  hopes  of 
re-election  as  neglect  to  attend  at  the 
assizes  in  their  counties,  which  took  place 
in  May,  and  which  it  was  well  known 
were  unlike  the  assizes  of  this  country ; 
many  measures  of  the  utmost  local  conse- 
quence being  there  submitted  to  them. 
Now,  what  was  the  ground  of  this  adjourn- 
ment which  would  produce  these  evils  ? — 
Did  the  ministers  suppose  the  House  of 
Commons  would  shackle  them  ?  Had  they 
no  experience  of  the  present  parliament  ? 
—Yet  this  was  the  parliament  which  had 
sanctioned  a  measure  (the  Mutiny  Bill  for 
an  extended  term)  which  even  the  noble 
lord  opposite  (lord  Castlereagh)  was  glad 
to  see  an  objection  made  to,  that  it  might 
not  pass  into  a  precedent.  Why  was  it, 
that,  without  any  possible  good  result,  an 
innovation  was  resorted  to,  which  would 
produce  the  utmost  mischief  ?— We,  who 
expected  the  establishmentof  social  liberty 
(  VOL.  XXVII. ) 


in  the  rest  of  Europe,  were  to  hear  such 
language  held  to  the  members  of  one  of 
the  few  free  deliberative  assemblies  of  the 
world — that  they  were  good  merely  in 
idea — that  they  were  deserving  of  no  con* 
fidence — and  that  when  there  was  any 
thing  of  importance  to  take  place,  they 
were  wished  away. 

Mr.  Protheroe  agreed  in  general  with 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him 
(Mr.  Abercrombie),  and  deprecated  the 
inversion  of  the  seasons  among  the 
fashionable  world,  which  the  parliament 
was  about  to  countenance,  by  allotting  to 
a  residence  in  town  that  part  of  the  year 
which  nature  designed  for  a  residence  in 
the  country.  He  gave  credit  to  Mr. 
Whitbread  for  the  conduct  which,  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  expressed  it,  combined  all 
that  was  honourable  in  loyalty  with  all  that 
was  consistent  in  patriotism.  Never  (he 
remarked)  had  there  been  a  session  when 
so  much  had  been  done  and  so  little  said. 
T.be  House  had  hitherto  invigorated  the 
powers  of  government  by  an  almost  un- 
paralleled unanimity ;  and  he  hoped  that 
there  would  be  now  no  disposition  to  im- 
pede their  proceedings.  They  might  ad- 
dress the  House  in  the  eloquent  language 
which  Mr.  Burke  had  used  to  his  consti- 
tuents :  '*  If  we  droop,  encourage  us;  if 
we  fall,  console  us;  if  we  succeed,  applaud 
us  ;  let  us  pass  on,  for  God's  sake,  let  us 
pass  on.'' 

Mr.  P.  GrenfcU  said,  he  was  more  con- 
vinced than  when  he  had  entered  tbe 
House  of  the  propriety  of  the  lengthened 
adjournment.  As  to  confidence  to  be  re* 
posed  in-  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  he 
thought  that  if  there  was  a  time  when  it 
became  the  ministers  to  ask,  or  the  House 
to  repose  this  confidence,  it  was  the  pre- 
sent. The  late  glorious  events  showed  the 
title  of  ministers  to  this  confidence ;  and 
as  far  as  his  individual  voice  went,  they 
had  it. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  'said,  that  the  ad- 
journment of  parliament  to  so  distant  a 
period  was  not  proposed  on  the  ground  of 
confidence  in  ministers.  Indeed,  if  it  had 
been,  still  it  would  not  have  met  his  con- 
currence ;  for  the  House  had  no  right  to 
repose  such  a  confidence  in  ministers  as 
would  lead  to  a  virtual  abdication  of  its 
functions.  He  should  not  attempt  to 
follow  his  hon.  friend  (sir  J.  Mackintosh) 
through  the  various  points  of  his  admi- 
rable speech ;  for  which,  in  common  with 
the  House,  be  felt  himself  highly  indebted 
to  him,  and  which  he  was  astoniibed  to 

(Y) 
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bear  treated  in  the  way  in  which  it  had 
been  by  an  hon.  member  who  had  spoken 
for  the  first  time  in  that  House  to-night. 
If  the  sound,  constitutional,  comprehensive 
principles  laid  down  in  that  speech  had 
received  no  answer,  it  was  because  they 
did  not  admit  of  being  controverted. 
Much  had  been  said,  and  with  truths  of 
the  unanimity  which  had  prevailed  this 
session.  He,  for  one,  was  glad  of  that 
unanimity,  and  of  the  great  and  glorious 
events  which  had  been  the  occasion  of  it. 
But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  all 
those  questions  which  were  like  to  lead  to 
a  difference  of  opinions,  had  been  pur- 
posely postponed  till  after  the  recess. 
Even  when  parliament  sat  the  usual  time, 
the  stress  of  business  was  so  great 
towards  the  end  of  a  session,  that  some- 
times forty  or  fifty  orders  were  disposed 
of  in  an  evening.  It  had  often  happened 
that  the  fatigue  of  members,  occasioned 
by  a  close  attendance  before  Christmas, 
had  been  the  ground  of  a  longer  adjourn- 
ment than  usual.  But  this  could  not  well 
be  urged  as  the  ground  of  the  present  mo- 
tion. In  fact,  no  ground  had  been  stated. 
After  urging,  in  various  points  of  view, 
|he  inexpediency  of  suspending  the  func- 
tions of  parliament  for  so  long  an  interval, 
sir  Samuel  Romilly  sat  down  with  de- 
claring, that  he  should  be  ready  to  divide 
with  his  hon.  friend  who  moved  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  and 
negatived;  af^er  which  the  orieinal  ques- 
tion was  put  and  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday 
the  1st  day  of  March,  ISli'. 
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Fire  at  the  Custom- House.]  The 
Lord  thtmcelior  stated,  that  iu  consequence 
of  the  burning  of  the  Custom-house,  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  him  for  liberty 
to  inspect  the  papers  in  the  custody  of  the 
clerk  of  parliament  which  had  been  at  any 
time  presented  from  the  Custom-house. 
Sitting  on  the  wool-<ack,  he  thought  it 
most  becoming  in  him  to  mention  the 
matter  to  their  lordships ;  and  he  now 
moved,  that  Mr.  Irvinfif,  the  inspector- 
general  of  the  imports  and  exports,  should 
nave  leave  to  examine  the  papers  which 
had  been  at  any  time  presented  to  that 
House  from  the  Custom-house.— Ordered 
accordingly. 


Message  from  the  Regeht,  mscon- 
MENDING  A  further  Adjournment. f  The 
Earl  of  Livcrpoai  stated,  that  ho  had  a 
Message  from  the  Prince  Resent,  acting 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  hia  Ma^ 
jesty,  recommending  it  to  the  House,  under 
the  existin|]^  circumstances,  further  to 
adjourn  itself  to  the  21st  of  the  present 
month  (March).  Having  read  the  mes- 
sage, as  ahove,  he  moved,  that  the  Hoiise 
do  accordingly  adjourn  till  Monday  the 
21st  instant. 

The  Marquis  of  Lnnsdoume  did  not  op- 
pose the  motion;  nor  could  he  feel  him- 
self justified  in  giving  it  any  decided  op- 
position, after  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  recommended  by  message  from  the 
Prince  Regent ;  stating,  at  the  same  tim^, 
however,  that,  notwithstanding  the  manner 
in  which  the  motion  was  recommended, 
he  considered  it  as  perfectly  competent  to 
himself,  or  any  other  peer,  to  oppoae  the 
motion  of  adjournment,  if  be  tboagbt 
proper.  But  any  reluctance  that  he  fth 
in  concurring  in  this  motion,  and  be  cer- 
tainly did  feel  some  reluctance,  arose  not 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  the  quarter 
from  whence  the  recommendation  came» 
nor  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  or  their  efibrta  (or 
the  attainment  of  the  great  object^  with  a 
view  to  which  this  adjournment  was  pro- 
posed; nor  from  any  wish  wliatCTcr  to 
throw  any  obstacles  in  their  way  in  the 
prosecution  of  that  great  object :  on  the 
contrary,  if  he  imagined,  or  had  the 
slightest  idea,  that  the  sitting  of  parlia- 
ment would,  in  the  smallest  degree,  inter- 
fere with  them  in  this  respect,  or  withdraw 
their  attention  or  time,  in  the  least,  from 
this  important  object,  he  should  be  the 
first  not  only  to  concur  in,  but  to  nrge 
the  piupriety  of  agreeing  to  the  noble 
earl's  motion.  His  reluctance  arose  aolely 
from  a  view  of  the  state  of  public  busi- 
ness at  this  moment,  and  also  of  much 
important  private  business.  Many  ftsal* 
ter»,  which  ought  this  session  to  meet  with 
the  serious  attention  of  their  lordahips» 
would  now  be  postponed  to  a  Tery  laie 
period,  if  they  could  at  all  be  brought 
under  consideration.  There  was  no  As- 
position  on  that  side  (opposition  side)  af 
the  House  to  give  any  interruption  to  mi* 
nisters,  in  regard  to  any  negociationallhit 
might  be  going  on;  and  no  such  inM^ 
ruption  would  be  given.  Feeling  no  dis* 
position  on  his  own  part,  then,  to  give  any 
interruption  to  ministers  in  the  object 
which  at  this  time  miut  particularly  aa- 
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gage  their  atteotioo,  be  could  not  help 
regretting,  that  they  had  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  come  down  to  the  Hoate  with 
a  message  of  this  nature,  confideriog  the 
late  period  to  which  the  business  of  the 
session  had  been  already  postponed,  and 
when  so  much  important  business  re* 
mained  to  be  disposed  of;  for  be  did  not 
hold  it  as  a  doctrine,  tha^  because  one 
great  and  important  branch  of  public  bu* 
siness  could  not  be  proceeded  with,  par- 
liament was  therefore  to  adjourn,  and  sus* 
pend  the  prosecution  of  all  other  business 
which  might  come  before  it.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  the  domestic  businefts  should 
stand  still  altogether,  merely  because  any 
proceeding,  with  a  view  to  our  foreign  rela* 
tions,  was  for  the  •  present  interrupted. 
Their  lordships  were,  no  doubt,  aware, 
that  a  great  quantity  of  private  and  other 
business  stood  for  discussion,  which  par- 
liament was  pledged  to  take  into  its  most 
serious  consideration  this  session.  He  al- 
luded particularly  to  one  most  important 
branch  of  business,  which  was  almost 
entirely  of  a  domestic  nature.  He  meant 
the  review  and  regulation  of  the  Corn 
Laws— -a  business,  in  order  to  be  properly 
executed,  requiring  as  much  time,  as 
much  information,  as  much  care,  attention, 
and  circumspection,  as  almost  any  subject 
that  could  occupy  the  attention  of  parlia* 
roent.  Why,  then,  might  not  this  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  meantime ;  there  being 
a  clear  understanding,  that  ministers  were 
not  to  be  interfered  with  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  negociation,  or  in  any  matters 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  our 
affairs  on  the  continent  ?* 

Inhere  was  another  most  important  sub- 
ject which  might  easily  be  proceeded* 
with,— he  meant  the  hearing  of  appeal 
causes  ;  a  subject  of  so  much  interest, 
that  their  lordships  thought  it  requisite  to 
alter  the  whole  scheme  of  the  courts  of 
justice,  in  order  to  give  it  additional  faci- 
lities. This  their  lordships  would  never 
have  consented  to,  had  it  not  been  their 
resolution,  really  to  proceed  with  prompti- 
tude and  dispatch  in  the  hearing  of  these 
causes. — ^Thesft  considerations,  he  should 
have  thought,  ought  to  have  deterred  the 
Prince  Regent's  ministers  from  coming  to 
the  House  with  siich  a  recommendation  as 
this,  if  it  could  possibly  have  beetk  dis- 
pensed with.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
aware  that  the  opinion  of  an  individual , 
could  not  have  sufficient  influence  with 
the  House  to  prevent  iu  concurring  in  this 
motion,   recoaunended   m  U  was,   even 


though  that  individual  were  decidedly  to 
object  to  the  motion.  He  did  not,  as  he 
had  already  staled,  mean  to  urge  his  re« 
luctance  in  acceding  to  the  motion  so  far 
as  to  give  it  a  decided  opposition;  but  be 
could  not  help  stating  the  grounds  of  that 
reluctance  in  agreeing  to  it,  which,  on 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  he 
acknowledged  that  he  felt  to  agree  to  this 
adjournment.  His  object,  be  again  stated* 
in  pressing  the  importance  of  parliament 
going  on  with  such  business  as  might  be 
conveniently  proceeded  with,  was  not  to 
embarrass  ministers  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  great  object  in  which  they  were  en* 
gaged  at  this  moment.  He  was  fully 
aware  of  the  vast  importance  of  that  ob- 
ject, to  which  the  House  would  have  a 
.future  opportunity  of  giving  such  attention 
as  its  magnitude  deserved;  and,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  he  thought  it  right  to 
state,  that  the  subject  to  which  he  alluded 
ought  to  meet,  not  only  with  a  deep  and 
careful,  but  also  a  most  dispassionate  at- 
tention. Having  thus  stated  the  view 
which  he  had  of  the  present  motion  of  ad- 
journment, and  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it,  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  attempt  throwing  any  further  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  the  motion  ;  being  of 
opinion,  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty 
in  calling  their  lordships'  attention  to  the 
sacrifices  which  they  were  making,  in 
giving  their  concurrence. 

The  £arl  of  Lherpool  did  not  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  any  more  than  a  very 
few  words,  with  reference  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  ^narquis.  He 
agreed  with  him,  that,  notwithstanding 
such  a  mode  of  adjournment,  a  motion  to 
that  effect  coming  recommended  by  Mes- 
sage, any  peer  might,  undoubtedly,  oppose 
the  motion,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so. 
But  the  respect  which  was  generally 
shewn  to  such  a  Message,  under  such 
circumstances,  made  it  rather  an  unusual 
prc»ceedipg  to  oppose  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment founded  upon  such  a  recommenda- 
tion, and  under  such  circumstances  as  were 
at  present  known  to  exist.  Then,  as  to 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  such  an 
adjournment,  the  noble  marquis  had  said* 
that  the  ministers  would  not  be  embarrassed 
nor  interfered  with,  even  although  parlia- 
ment should  continue  sitting.  Yet  he 
(lord  Liverpool)  must  observe,  that  this 
was  an  argument  which  might  apply  to 
every  adjournment,  under  any  circum* 
stances.  But  the  real  question  wa^i,  whe- 
ther* upon  the  whole,  it  was  advisable  that 
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this  motion  should  be  acceded  to  by  their 
lordships,  on  a  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances with  which  it  was  connected  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  whether  upon  the  whole,  the 
ad?antages  which  might  be  derived  from 
such  an  adjournment,  considered  with 
reference  to  time  and  circumstances,  were 
such  as  might  be  fairly  considered  as 
counterbalancing  any  inconvenience  that 
might  be  supposed  to  result  from  such  an 
adjournment.  With  respect  to  its  being 
desirable  that  the  House  should  adjourn, 
he  could  only  throw  himself  on  the 
indulgence  of  their  lordship?.  To  enter 
into  any  explanation  at  this  moment 
would  be  obviously  improper;  no  such 
explanations  could,  therefore,  be  reason- 
ably expected  to  be  given.  Certainly, 
however,  before  the  Prince  Regent's  mi- 
nisters thought  it  right  to  advise  his  Royal 
Highness  to  send  this  recommendation  to 
their  lordships,  they  had  taken  into  consi- 
deration the  possible  or  probable  incon- 
veniencies  that  might  result  from  the 
adjournment  now  proposed.  The  result 
of  their  deliberations  and  inquiries  on  this 
point  had  been,  to  convince  them,  that  no 
very  material  inconvenience  was  likely  to 
arise  from  the  proposed  measure  of  ad- 
journment to  any  important  interests 
whatever  :  that  was,  that  no  inconvenience 
was  at  all  likely  to  arise  from  it,  which 
could  equal  the  inconvenience  that  might 
result  from  parliament's  continuing  sitting. 
This  was  all  that  he  conceived  it  proper  at 
present  to  say  on  the  subject. 

The  Earl  of  Darnlcy  asked,  how  was  it 
possible  to  say  that  no  material  inconve- 
nience could  result  from  this  adjournment, 
when  it  was  notorious  that  there  was  such  i 
an  arrear  of  causes  in  that  House ;  causes 
which  ought  to  be  proceeded  in  without  a 
moment's  unnecessary  delay  ?  How  was  it 
possible  to  say,  that  no  material  inconve- 
nience would  arise,  when  the  regulation  of 
the  corn  laws  formed  an  object  of  so  much 
importance,  and  one  which  demanded 
prompt  attention  ?  Parliament  had  already 
adjourned  far  beyond  the  usual  period  of 
adjournment,  and  now  it  was  called  upon 
to  adjourn  again.  He  did  not  mean,  how- 
over,  to  set  his  own  individual  opinion 
against  what  appeared  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  House:  he  should  not,  there- 
fore, oppose  the  motion  :  he  was  as  anxious 
as  any  of  their  lordships  that  ministers 
should  not  be  interfered  with  in  the  great* 
object  about  which  they  were  at  present 
particularly  employed :  but  he  thought 
ihcy  might  have  taken  the  pledge  that 
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they  should  not  be  interfered  with,  even 
though  the  House  were  to  continue  sitting. 
Though  he  did  not  decidedly  oppose  the 
motion,  he  could  not  help  tiiinking  that 
ministers  would  have  acted  a  wiser  part  if 
they  had  not  pressed  this  motion  of  ad- 
journment. The  hearing  of  the  appeals 
would  be  interrupted  ;  and  a  press  of  bu- 
siness would  come  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  it 
should  meet  with  the  proper  and  requisite 
attention. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  had  merely  a  few 
words  to  say  with  respect  to  the  appeal 
causes.  On  the  best  judgment  that  he 
could  form,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the 
adjournment  need  be  attended  with  little 
or  no  inconvenience  in  regard  to  the  hear* 
ing  of  appeal  causes,  provided  their  lord- 
ships thought  proper  to  prevent  it.  If  he 
did  not  sit  there,  he  must  of  coarse  ait  in 
the  court  of  Chancery  during  the  three 
weeks  to  which  the  adjournment  extended. 
If  then,  as  much  of  his  time  Was  taken 
from  the  court  of  Chancery,  and  devoted 
to  the  hearing  of  appeals,  on  the  meeting 
of  parliament  after  the  adjournment,  as  the 
court  of  Chancery  now  gained  of  thai  tine 
by  the  proposed  measure,  he  did  not  tee 
that  much  inconvenience  was  likely  to 
arise  from  that  adjournment,  with  respect 
to  the  hearing  of  the  appeal  causes. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  said,  the  adjouraintnt 
must,  if  it  took  place  at  all,  be,  in  reality, 
protracted  till  the  middle  of  April.  At 
the  close  of  the  adjournment  now  proposed 
would  come  Passion  week,  and  then  Easter; 
so  that  this  adjournment,  though  nominally 
only  for  three  weeks,  was,  in  fact»  an  ad* 
journment  for  six  weeks.  He  had  dis- 
charged his  duty  in  stating  this.  The 
ministers  might  have  gi^en  credit  to  the 
pledge  of  his  noble  friend,  that  they 
would  not  be  interrupted  or  interfered  with 
by  the  sitting  of  parliament,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  important  subject  which  now 
engaged  their  particular  attention.  About 
the  ncgociation  it  might  be  impr6per  at 
present  to  say  any  thing  farther  than  this 
— he  wished,  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
that  ministers  might  be  able  to  bring  that 
negociation  to  the  desirable  termination-— 
that  they  might  be  able  to  bring  about  a 
peace  founded  on  a  solid  basis,— a  peace 
likely  to  be  lasting,  and  one  which  woold 
be  safe  and  honourable  for  all  parties. 
No  impediment  would  be  thrown  by  him  in 
the  way  of  ministers  in  the  conduct  of  this 
negociation— none  would  have  been  thrown 
in  their  way  by  him,  though  parliaaieat 
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bad  continued  titling.  •  A  future  opportu- 
nity would  occur  for  the  full  infestiga- 
tion  and  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters in  this  respect ;  and  he  should  be 
most  happy  to  find  that  their  conduct  had 
been  sucn  as  he  could  conscientiously  ap- 
prove and  applaud. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said*  it  wat  very 
possible,  that  after  the  close  of  the  present 
adjournment  another  might  be  proposed. 
No  precise  judgment  could  be  at  present 
formed,  even  by  the  ministers  themselves, 
whether  a  further  adjournment  might  or 
might  not  be  thought  necessary.  But  un- 
less they  thought  it  probable  that  parlia- 
ment could  really  proceed  to  business  at 
the  close  of  the  adjournment  now  moved, 
it  was  desirable  that  they  should  give 
some  notice  to  the  agents  who  were  con- 
cerned in  appeal  causes.  Many  of  these 
had,  to  his  knowledge,  come  to  town  al* 
ready  in  the  full  expectation  that  parlia- 
ment was  now  to  have  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness. In  some  way  or  other,  notice  might 
be  given  them  before  the  end  of  the 
present  period  of  adjournment,  that  an- 
other adjournment  was  in  contemplation, 
in  case  another  should  be  thought  ad- 
visable. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  could  of 
course  give  no  positive  pledge  now  on  that 
subject.  It  must  in  some  measure  depend 
on  circumstances.  But  he  could  say,  at 
present  it  was  intended,  that  parliament 
should  proceed  to  business  at  the  close  of 
the  present  adjournment.  As  to  the  in- 
convenience stated  by  a  noble  lord  on  the 
other  side  (Derby),  from  Passion  week 
and  Easter  cominc^  close  upon  the  period 
of  the  proposed  adjournment,  that  circum- 
stance had  been  considered ;  and  it  was 
expected  that  matters  could  be  so  arranged, 
that  the  inconvenience  would  not  be  very 
material. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried  ; 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor  accordingly  de- 
clared that  the  House  was  adjourned  till 
Monday  the  21st  of  March  instant. 
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Tuaday,  March  1,  1814. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  accumula- 
tion of  private  business,  an  unprecedented 
number  of  private  Bills  were  brought  in, 
and  read  a  first  time. 

Sir  William  Garrow.]  Mr.  Lushing- 
ton  having  moved,  that  the  Speaker  should 
issue  his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown 


to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of 
a  burgess  for  the  borough  of  Eye,  in  tbe 
room  of  sir  William  Garrow,  who,  since 
his  election,  had  accepted  th^  office  of 
Chief  Justice  of  Chester ; ' 

Sir  Samuel  Romiify  observed,  that  the 
appointment  which  had  occasioned  the 
necessity  for  the  motion  just  made  by  tbe 
hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  him  to  be  so 
objectionable  in  its  nature,  that  he  should 
not  consider  himself  as  having  properly 
discharged  his  parliamentary  duty,  unless 
he  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments  to  the  subject.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  make  any  motion  re« 
specting  it ;  he  had  not  heard  that  such 
was  the  intention  of  any  other  hon.  mem- 
ber. The  present,  therefore,  was  the  only 
opportunity  which  he  could  ever  have  to 
make  the  observations  that  seemed  to  him 
to  be  so  necessary.  He  dnderstood  that 
his  Majesty's  Attorney  General,  who  had 
recently  accepted  the  high  judicial  office 
described  in  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion, 
had  not  resigned  the  office  of  Attorney 
Greneral,  and  did  not  mean  to  resign  it ; 
but  that  it  was  his  intention  to  hold  the 
two  offices  together.  To  him  (sir  S.  R.) 
it  appeared  that  the  two  offices  were 
wholly  incompatible.  To  appoint  a  gen- 
tleman holding  a  lucrative  office  at  the 
sole  pleasure  of  the  crown  (and  removable 
from  that  office  the  very  moment  that  he 
might  give  dissatisfaction  to  the  crown)  to 
a  high  judicial  situation,  was  in  his  opi« 
nion  extremely  inconsistent  with  that  in- 
dependence of  the  judicial  character  which 
it  was  so  important  to  preserve  inviolate. 
It  could  not  be  out  of  the  knowledge  or 
the  recollection  of  most  of  the  honourable 
persons  who  heard  "him,  that  early  in  his 
Majesty's  reign,  and  on  a  very  memora- 
ble occasion^  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
state  to  parliament,  that  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  independence  of  the  judges 
was  essential  to  the  impartial  administra* 
tion  of  justice,  to  the  preservation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  and  to  the  main- 
tenance of  tbe  honour  of  the  crown.  He 
could  not  think  that  these  sacred  conside- 
rations were  attended  to  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  gentleman  to  a  high  judicial 
office,  who,  as  he  had  before  observed, 
held  at  the  same  time  another  office,  very 
lucrative  in  its  nature,  and  from  which  he 
was  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
crown  at  any  moment  at  which  the  crown 
might  think  fit  so  to  remove  him.  Be- 
sides, it  was  evident  that  to  place  at  a 
judge  over  the  subject  an  Attorney  Gebe* 
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ral,  whose  duty  it  was  to  assert  and  main* 
tain  the  rights  of  the  crown  against  the 
subject,  was  not  the  way  to  insure  the 
equal  administration  of  justice.  He  trusted^ 
that  in  making  these  observations,  he 
should  not  be  understood  as  intending 
any  thing  personal  or  any  thing  disre- 
spectful to  the  learned  gentleman  in  ques* 
tion,  who  had  merely  done  as  others  had 
done  before  him.  An  individual  who 
stood  in  the  high  situation  of  his  Majesty's 
Attorney  General,  had  a  right  to  expect, 
and  had  a  right  that  the  public  should 
expect  for  him,  that  when  any  high  judi* 
cial  (situation  became  vacsnt,  he  should  be 
vested  with  the  judicial  functions.  But 
then  he  ought  no  longer  to  retain  his  of- 
fice of  Attorney  General.  He  knew  that 
there  was  a  particular  Attorney  General 
for  Chester  as  well  as  an  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  the  King  ;  and  that  in  many,  per- 
haps in  most,  cases,  prosecutions  might 
be  conducted  in  the  court  of  Chester  by 
the  former,  without  any  previous  interfe- 
rence by  the  latter.  But  this  was  not 
always  the  case.  For  instance,  the  recent 
criminal  prosecutions  for  riot  in  that  part 
of  the  country  were  directed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Attorney  General,  who  assisted  at 
the  consultations  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  ascertain 
the  best  mode  of  quelling  the  disturbances. 
Should  such  occurrences  again  take  place 
under  the  existing  circumiitances,  persons 
would  be  tried  by  an  individual  wtio  had 
advised  and  dirtrted  their  prosecution ! 
It  was  undoubtedly  true,  that  these  two 
offices  had  at  former  periods  been  held  by 
the  same  individual.  Lord  Kenvon,  loid 
Alvanley,  and  other  persons  whose  me- 
mory he  highly  respected,  had  so  held 
them.  But  to  him  did  the  appointment 
seem  so  inconsistent  with  pure  notions  of 
the  independence  of  the  judicial  character, 
which  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  be 
aflected  either  by  the  hope  of  royal  fa- 
vour or  by  the  fear  of  royal  resentment, 
that  no  example,  even  had  sir  Matthew 
Hale,  or  lord  Somers  himself,  afforded  it, 
could  in  his  opinion  sanction  such  a  mea- 
sure. It  was  a  great  misfortune,  that  the 
instances  to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  in 
which  the  two  offices  were  held  by  one 
individual,  had  been  allowed  to  pass 
without  comment.  Impossible  as  it  was 
to  justify  the  appointment,  it  was  essen- 
tial that  such  silence  should  not  again  be 
observed,  and  particularly  in  that  House  ; 
one  of  the  peculiar  duties  of  which -was, 
vigilantly  to  watch  over  the  impartial  ad- 
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ministration  of  justice.  What  woold  bo 
said  by  the  country,  if  one  of  the  twelve 
judges  was  to  accept  an  office  inconaiateni 
with  the  proper  discharge  of  hit  judicial 
functions,  and  from  which  he  waa  reroov* 
able  at  his  Majesty's  pleasure  ?  .  What 
then  could  be  said  of  an  individual  who 
held  the  two  incompatible  officea  of  Judge 
and  Attorney  General ;  the  emolumenta 
of  the  latter  office  being  foar  or  five 
times  greater  than  those  of  the  former* 
and  from  which  latter  office  he  waa  re- 
movable at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown  \ 
Could  such  a  person  be  considered  ai  aa 
independent  judge  \  The  Houae  moat  be 
aware,  that  the  office  of  chief  justice  of 
Chester  was  a  very  high  one,  being  next 
in  importance  to  those  of  the  twelve 
judges  ;  the  chief  justice  of  Chester  hav* 
mg  always  to  try  an  extraordinary  nuoH 
her  both  of  criminal  and  of  civil  caaea. 
He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  throw  out 
these  observations ;  but  he  repeated,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  make  any  mo- 
tion on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Punsonby*  a  new 
writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the 
county  of  Kildare,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Henry  Fitzgerald,  who  had  accepted  the 
office  of  steward  of  East  Hendred, 

The  Prince  Regent  desires  thb  Hovsi 
TO  AoJouRN.]  On  the  motion  of  the 
Chanct'llor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Supply  was  postponed  from  to* 
morrow  until  Wednesday  the  23d  ia* 
stant. 

On  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
makinif  a  similar  motion  with  rt^spect  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ; 

Mr.  Tiemey  expressed  hist  surprise  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  abstained 
from  assigning  any  reasons  for  these  pro* 
positions. 

The  Chancellor  t^f  the  Exchequer  said* 
the  reason  which  induced  him  to  wish  lor 
the  postponement  of  the  committees  waSf 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  exii»tinK  state 
of  public  afl'airs,  he  had  a  communication 
to  make  to  the  House  from  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  nhich  commnni* 
cation  he  would  ihen  make;  namiBly» 
*'  That,  it  being  the  pleasure  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Msjesty,  that 
the  parliament  should  be  adjourned  nnlal 
Monday  the  'Jlst  day  of  this  instant  March* 
his  Royal  Highness  desires  that  this  HooaOi 
will  adjoam  itself  until  Monday  the  Slal 
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day  of  this  instant  March/^  In  ct>nsonane^ 
to  this  intimation,  he  would  mote,  that 
at  its  rising  the  House  should  adjourn 
to  Monday  the  2 1st  instant. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  observed,  that  although 
every  one  had  anticipated  the  communi- 
cation which  had  jnst  been  announced  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  yet  it  was  cer- 
tainly surprising  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  not  preferred  making  the  com- 
munication the  preliminary  step  to  the 
postponement  of  the  committees,  instead  of 
making  the  postponement  of  the  commit- 
tees the  preliminary  step  to  the  commu- 
nication. If  he  were  not  aware,  that  such 
was  the  usual  style  of  a  communication  of 
that  nature— namely,  that  it  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's <  pleasure'  the  House  should  ad- 
journ, he  confessed  that  be  should  think  it 
rather  an  ungracious  mode  of  expression. 
It  was  certainly,  however,  justified  by  the 
precedents  on  the  Journals.  He  did  not 
rise  by  any  means  to  oppose  the  adjourn- 
ment; to  which,  on  the  contrary,  he 
should  assent  with  the  same  readiness  as 
he  did  to  the  last  proposition  of  that  na- 
ture. Nor  would  he  express  either  disap- 
pointment, or  hope,  or  fear,  with  respect 
to  the  events  that  had  taken  place  since 
their  last  meeting,  or  that  might  be  taking 
place  at  that  moment.  It  was  his  wish 
cautiously  to  abstain  from  any  observa- 
tions on  the  subject ;  reserving  himself 
until  the  period  when  that  information 
should  be  afforded,  to  which  he,  the  House, 
and  the  country,  looked  with  confident 
expectation.  But  although  he  had  no  he. 
siiation  in  voting  for  an  adjournment,  and 
for  an  acquiescence  in  the  pleasure  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  yet  he 
owned  that  he  entertained  some'apprehen- 
sions  lest  the  present  proceedings  should 
be  drawn  into  a  pernicious  precedent.  He 
was  not  without  his  fears,  that  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  should  not  be 
well  recollected,  posterity  might  accuse 
those  who  consented  to  the  present  propo- 
sition, of  an  abandonment  of  their  duty  to 
their  constituents.— He  was  aware,  that  in 
1799  an  adjournment  of  a  much  longer  du- 
ration even  than  that,  the  termination  of 
which  had  this  day  assembled  the  House, 
had  been  proposed,  and  without  diflScolty 
acceded  to ;  but  that  was  at  a  period  of 
the  session  at  which  the  public  business 
did  not  press  so  heavily  as  it  had  pressed 
during  the  late  recess,  and  would  neces- 
sarily press  during  that  which  was  about 
to  take  place.  Therefore,  although  he  did 
«ot  regret  having  voted  ior  the  last  ad- 
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journment-^mlthough  he  did  not  repent 
having  placed  the  confidence  which  heoa 
that  occasion  placed  In  bis  Majesty's  g»* 
vernment— -although  he  was  not  disposed 
to  cavil  at  the  adjournment  now  proposed^ 
yet  he  did  wish  to  guard  the  proceeding 
from  being  convert^  into  a  dangeroof 
precedent.  He  wished  to  have  some  re^ 
cord  on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  of  the 
grounds  op  which  parliament  had  been  in* 
doced  to  take  such  a  step.  In  the  words 
which  he  had  committed  to  paper  for  this 
purpose,  he  hoped  he  had  so  entirely  ab* 
stained  from  expressing  an  opinion,  or  anj 
thing  like  an  opinion,  or  an  anticipation^ 
with  respect  to  public  affairs,  that  he 
really  entertained  a  confident  expectation 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
would  not  object  to  their  adoption.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  as  an  Amendment 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion,  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  vrerd 
'  that,'  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
following; : — 

**  An  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
express  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  grateful 
acknowledgments  of  this  House  for  the 
communication  which  his  Royal  Highness 
has  been  pleased  to  send  to  this  House,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma* 
jesty. 

**  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
notwithstanding  the  recenKadjoornment  of 
this  House,  at  a  season  when  so  many 
matters  of  the  gravest  importance  pressed 
themselves  upon  its  consideration,  and  for 
a  period  of  very  unusual  length,  this 
House  will  cheerfully  comply  with  the 
pleasure  of  his  Royal  Highness,  signified 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
adjourn  itself  to  the  21st  day  of  March  in- 
stant; trusting  that  the  unexampled  state 
of  public  affairs  upon  the  continent  of  En- 
rope  will  afford  a  justification  of  their  con* 
duct  to  their  constituents  and  to  posterity, 
prevent  its  being  drawn  into  pemicioua 
precedent,  and  preclude  the  posinbility  of 
Its  being  attributed  to  inattention  to  the 
great  concerns  which  call  for  the  increas- 
ed vigilance  and  activity  of  the  House  of 
Commonly  or  any  dereliction  of  its  sacred 
duties." 

The  Chmcdlar  qfthe  Exchequer^  in  reply, 
defended,  on  the  ground  of  precedents,  the 
propriety  of  his  having  moved  for  the 
postponement  of  the  committees  before  he 
made  the  communication  to  the  Honse 
from  the  Prince  Regent;  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  fpoke  in  a  tone  of  voice 
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which  was  at  times  so  nearly  inaudible, 
that  we  were  utterly  unable  to  follow  him, 
although  he  seemed  to  be  arguing  that 
the  communication  must,  of  necessity,  be 
the  last  step;  as  respect  to  the  crown 
would  of  course  induce  the  House,  without 
entering  into  any  further  business,  to  ad- 
journ immediately  on  the  intimation  of  the 
royal  pleasure.  He  proceeded  to  say,  that 
he  could  by  no  means  consent  to  ihe 
amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. The  House  would  observe,  that  by 
the  present  mode  of  proceeding  the  sus* 
pension  of  the  functions  of  parliament  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  parliament  itself.  If, 
however,  by  adopting  such  a  proposition 
•8  that  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  any 
jealousy  were  evinced  by  the  House,  then, 
under  similar  circumstances,  the  crown 
would  be  put  to  the  necessity  of  preferring 
the  more  inconvenient  form  of  proroga- 
tion, to  that  of  simply  recommending  an 
adjournment.  The  present  was  a  proceed- 
ing sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  all  for- 
mer periods.  In  very  few  instances  had 
such  a  recommendation  from  (he  crown 
(the  House  resting  on  the  responsibility  of 
ministers)  been  even  made  the  subject  of 
debate.  In  one  case,  during  the  last  war, 
the  question  of  adjournment  in  similar 
circumstances  had  unquestionably  been 
brought  to  a  division — but  what  were  the 
numbers  ?  On  the  one  side  the  tellers,  on 
the  other  the  whole  body  of  the  House ! 
With  respect  to  the  last  subject  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  would  only  say, 
that  when  the  proper  time  should  arrive, 
his  Majesty's  government  would  be  ready 
to  give  every  explanation  that  might  be 
necessary  to  elucidate  the  discussion 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  anticipated. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  when  he  con- 
sidered the  advanced  period  of  the  session, 
and  the  length  of  the  adjournment  which 
bad  already  taken  place,  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  resist  the  motion  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  He  would  ask  the  House, 
whether,  if  they  could  have  foreseen, 
when  they  agreed  to  the  late  adjournment, 
that  at  the  end  of  two  months  a  still  far- 
ther delay  would  be  asked,  they  would 
have  consented  so  readily  as  they  then  did  ? 
He  wished  to  throw  no  embarrassment  in 
the  way  of  his  Majesty's  ministers;  but 
he  really  could  not  see  in  what  way  the 
sitting  of  the  House  would  embarrass 
them.  The  quantity  of  papers  exhibited 
that  day  in  the  House  was  a  strong  reason 
for  opposing  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Poiumlnf  said,  that  no  man  could 
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feel  more  forcibly  than  himself  the  incon- 
venience to  the  public  with  which  an  ad- 
journment would  at  present  be  attended ; 
but  every  man  must  also  feel  the  very  im- 
portant and  delicate  situation  of  afiairt  at 
this  crisis ;  and  when  his  Majeaty'a  mi- 
nisters, on  their  responsibility,  came  for- 
ward to  the  House  and  asked  an  atljoum- 
ment  for  three  weeks,  he  felt  himself  un- 
able to  resist  the  application.  He  coald 
not  conjecture  what  the  affairs  were  which 
rendered  such  a  measure  necessary  ;  but 
when  the  time  arrived,  at  which  a  dis- 
closure should  be  made  to  the  Hooie,  he 
would  then  be  prepared  to  enter  on  the 
consideration  of  them.  He  shoald  feel  a 
difficulty,  if  his  hon.  friend  pressed  his 
amendment,  of  supporting  it ;  for  he  knew 
no  instance  in  which  the  House,  when  it 
agreed  to  any  measure  like  the  present  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  crown,  had  en- 
tered a  reason  for  that  compliance  on  their 
Journals ;  as  the  House  had  always  consi- 
dered the  recommendation  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  its  compliance.  To  act  other- 
wise, would  be  to  bring  on  a  premature 
discussion  of  that  which  it  was  the  object 
of  the  measure  to  avoid  bringing  under 
discussion.  He  would  therefore  confide 
entirely,  in  this  iustancc,  to  ministorsi  on 
that  constitutional  responsiirility  which 
attached  to  their  situations,  and  which  at 
no  time  could  they  be  more  imperiously 
called  on  to  exercise. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  was  then 
put  and  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  March  21. 

After  going  through  the  private  and 
judicial  business,  about  five  o'clock,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  put  the  question  of  ad- 
journment ;  when 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  observed  upon  the 
propriety  of  a  general  understanding  pre- 
vailing, as  to  the  particular  hour  at  which 
public  business,  or  private  business  likely 
to  excite  public  attention,  should  in  fotare 
commence.  It  was  of  great  importance 
that  some  regulation  of  the  kind  ahonld 
forthwith  take  place. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  it  was  always 
understood  that  five  o'clock  was  the  mott 
generally  convenient  hour  for  entering 
upon  the  public  business  before  Christ 
mas ;  upon  grounds  of  particular  conve- 
nience, it  was  agreed  that  half  after  fbnr 
should  be  the  time ;  but,  as  it  did  not 
seem  that  any  particular  time  wu  so  mnch 
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wifthed  for,  ts  some  general  I  jundentood 
hoar,  be  thoagbt  it  would  be  the  more 
advisable  to  fix' it /or  the  uraal  time  at  By^ 
o'clock. 
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Financial  Estimates.]  Mr.  Arbuthnoi 
presented  tfeveral  Financial  Estimates ;  on 
Hhich 

Mr.  Wkiibtead  obserred,  that  althoogh, 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  was  by  no 
means  his  wish  to  prov«»ke  any  discussion, 
yet  it  were  to  be  wished  that  ministers 
would  give  #ome  information  to  the  House 
of  their  intentions  respecting  the  supplies. 
At  alt  events,  he  trusted  that  nothing  con- 
clusive on  this  subject  would  be  adopted 
before  the  Easter  recess. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  intended ;  but  it 
most  be  obvious  to  the  Hoose,  that  sup- 
plies were  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the 
public  service  ;  and  all  he  shoold  propose 
would  be,  to  take  such  sums  as  were  expe* 
dient  for  the  diffrrent  branches,  whenever 
they  might  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Whuhread  then  expressed  his  desire 
to  know,  whether  it  was  true,  that  consi- 
derable sums  of  money  had  been  trans* 
mitted  during  the  recess  to  foreign  powers 
our  !  allies,  without  any  communication 
having  been  made  to  parliament  on  the 
subject,  or  even  without  any  fund  being 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer,  in  reply, 
said,  it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Hoose,  that  various  sums  had  been  voted 
for  the  purposes  in  question  :  of  these, 
there  had  certainly  been  a  considerable 
portion  remitted.'  But  he  could  not  take 
upon  himself  to  sa  j  that  any  sum  had  been 
sent  beyond  what  was  authorised  by  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Whithread  repeated  his  questiof^ 
and  received  a  similar  answer. 

Motion  uespEcriNG  an  AitNEsrv  to 
Subjects  of  France.]  Lord  Ossulstan 
then  ros«  to  call  the  attention  of  his  Ma-< 
jesty's  ministers  to  a  subject  that  appeared 
to  him  of  the  utmost  importance,  ^t  a 
time  when  it  was  known  that  the  Word 
•  peace'  was  so  unpleasing  to  many  ears, 
be  thought  that  if  we  were  now  to  con- 
clude a  peace  with  France,  care  should  he 
taken  that  the  country  should  not  be*  re- 
proached with  having  deserted  those  in- 
terests which  were  entitled  ta  protection. 

(  VOL.  XXVIL ) 


In  a  former  period  of  our  history,  it  had 
been  considered  a  reproach  to  the  coun*- 
try,  that  the  brave  Catalunians  had  beeti 
deserted  by  us  at  the  time  of  our  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  of  peace  with  France ;  and 
now— — - 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  spoke 
to  order.  It  the  noble  lord  had  either 
risen  to  ask  a  question,  or  to  give  a  notice, 
it  was  irregular  to  introduce  his  notice,  or 
his  question,  «»ith  so  many  observations. 

HiS  lordship  was  proceeding  with  re- 
marks on  the  present  state  of  affairs;  wheii 
the  Speaker  informed  him,  that  there  was 
no  question  before  the  House. 

Lfyrd  OtsuUton  said,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
general  feeling  that  a  peace  was  soon  t^ 
take  place.     He  did  not  know  upon  whid^ 
foundation  this  hope  was  built ;  but  whe- 
ther or  not  the  etpectation  should  be 
realised 

His  lordship  was  again  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  fiat  hurst ;  but  there  being  a  ge- 
neral cry  that  he  was  about  to  make  a 
motion,  he  was  allovred  to  proceed  with- 
out further  interruption. — His  lordship 
spoke  at  some  length,  but  in  so  low  a  (one 
of  voice  that  it  was  not  possible  to  hear 
hrm  in  the  gallery.  He  concluded  by 
moving,  "  That  an  htrmble  Address  be 
presented  to  hit  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  that  instructions  may  be 
given  to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Cbatfhon. 
not  to  conclude  any  treaty  of  peace  that 
does  not  contain  an  Amnesty  to  all  per« 
sons  auhjects  of  France,  for  any  ofiences  of 
a  political  nature,  previous  to  the  signature 
of  peace." 

The  Chancetlor  of  tfte  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  Address  proposed  by  the  noble  lord 
embraced  a  political  question  of  veTv' 
great  importance.  He  conceived,  that  his 
lordship  had  gone  beyond  the  usages  of 
the  House  in  bringing  forward  Si/cli  a  sub- 
ject without  previous  notice.  He  doubted 
whether  rhe  gentlemen  on  the  same  side 
with  his  lordship  were  not  as  much  i^kek 
by  surprise  as  he  was.  He  would  decline 
discussing  a  matter  of  sUch  moment, 
and  thought,  that  in  abstaining  from  any 
observations  he  should  best  consult  the 
common  feeling  of  the  House  on  the  pre- 
sent occasit>n.  tn  order  to  gel  fid  of  the 
question  tff  the  nnhle  lord,  he  should  sim- 
ply move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put, 
and  carried  without  a  division. 

Marquis  of  Wellington.]  On  the 
question  of  adjournment  being  put, 

(Z) 
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Mr.  Wynne  rose,  and  said,  he  was  quite 
surprised  that  the  day  had  passed  over, 
without  any  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
givini;  no'ice  of  a  motion  of  thanks  to  lord 
\Vellin<;ton  for  his  late  brilliant  victory. 
Such  inoiions  usually  came  from  men  in 
office;  but  if  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  give  such  notice,  it  might  then  become 
the  duty  of  some  gentlemen  not  in  office 
to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  bathuTst  said,  that  it  did  not  follow, 
from  no  notice  of  such  motion  having  been 
given  on  that  night,  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  ministers  to  propose  such  a 
motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  this  was,  he 
could  venture  to  suy,  the  first  time  the 
House  had  met  a  single  day  after  news  had 
been  received  of  a  great  victory,  without 
Toting  its  thanks  to  the  hero  who  had 
gained  it. 

I'he  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken  ;  as 
there  were  several  instances  on  record  of 
meetings  of  that  House  for  more  than  a 
single  day  after  news  of  a  victory,  without 
Toting  thanks  to  the  conqueror.  How- 
ever, he  would  merely  hint,  that  minis- 
ters had  this  particular  motive  for  delay, 
that  they  had  reason  to  hope  very  shortly 
to  hear,  from  lord  Wellington,  of  another 
victory,  and  other  events  equally  brilliant. 

Mr.  Whitbread. — "  You  mean  to  club 
them  both,  then.''  [A  laugh].— Adjourned. 
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Fraud  on  the  Stock  Exchange.]  The 
Hon.  Cochrane  Johnstone  rose,  from  a  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  bis  own  character,  and 
more  especially  as  a  member  of  that  House, 
to  contradict  certain  statements  which  had 
appeared  in  the  public  prints,  implicating 
him  in  an  imposition  that  bad  lately  been 
practised  in  the  money  market.  For  the 
present,  he  should  content  himself  with 
solemnly  declaring,  that  those  statements 
were  utterly  unfounded  ;  and  that  he  had 
no  hand  in,  and  no  knowledge  of,  the 
fraudulent  transaction  in  question.  It  was 
his  intention,  in  a  few  days,  to  publish  a 
statement  which  would  be  found  fully  to 
confirm  the  declaration  that  he  now  so- 
lemnly made  to  the  House. 

Colonial  Offices.]  Mr.  Goulbum  rose 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  to 
amend  an  Act  of  the  22d  of  the  King, 
which  went  to  provide  that  nu  ofljce  in 


any  of  the  colonies  of  the  oDited  kingdom 
should  be  entrusted  to  any  person  who 
had  not  resided  for  a  specified  length  of 
time  in  the  settlement.  The  proTisioDsof 
these  Acts  wt-re  very  important ;  yet  it 
had  unfortunately  happened,  thai  certain 
abuses  had  crept  in,  which  rendered  these 
salutary  provisions  altogether  nugatory. 
One  of  the  chi<^f  defects  which  Ofierated 
against  these  Acts  was,  that  the  goTernors 
and  councils  of  colonies  were  empowered 
to  grant  leave  of  absence  to  persona,  with- 
out limitation  of  time  or  other  realriction. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  which  he  wished  to 
introduce  was,  to  remedy  this  and  the  other 
defects,  by  which  the  provisions  of  the 
former  Acts  were  eluded.  It  waa  bis  in- 
tention to  propose  certain  restrictions  on 
governors  in  granting  licencea  to  persons 
holding  colonial  offices  who  absented  them- 
selves from  our  colonial  posseasiona  ;  and 
also  to  limit  the  time  to  which  the  leave 
which  could  be  granted  by  such  licences 
should  extend.  He  also  intended  thai  it 
should  be  enacted,  that  annual  lists  shoold 
be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Uouae,  con- 
taining the  names  of  those  officers  of  colo- 
nies who  were  absent  from  the  establish- 
ments to  which  they  were  by  tbeir  offices 
attached. 

Mr.  Baring  expressed  his  satisfisctioa 
at  the  measure  proposed  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman ;  but  wished  to  know  whether,  or 
not,  Gibraltar  and  Malta  were  to  be  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Goulbum  replied,  that  Gibraltar 
would ;  and  Malta  if  it  should  become  s 
cession  to  the  crown. 

Leave  was  then  given ;  and  Mr«  Goal- 
burn  brought  in  a  Bill  to  amend  an  Act  of 
the  22d  year  of  his  present  Majesty*  inti- 
tuled, "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  granting, 
in  future,  any  patent  office  to  be  exercisdl 
in  any  colony  or  plantation  now  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  belonging  to  the  crown  « 
Great  Britain  for  any  longer  term  than 
during  such  time  as  the  grantee  thercofyOr 
person  appointed  thereto,  shall  discharga 
the  duty  thereof  in  person,  and  behave 
well  therein  ;"  and  thesame!was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  he  read  aaccottd 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

Ma.  Charles  Grant,  jun.]  The  CSaa« 
cellar  qf  the  Exchequa-  rose  to  move  A»r  % 
new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Inverneaa,  &c« 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  stated,  thai  hit 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Charles  Grant),  having  ac- 
cepted the  otlice  of  one  of  the  lorda  of  hia 
Majesty's  Trea«ury,  had  in  consequaoco 
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vacated  his  seat,  and  had  been,  re-elected. 
He  had,  however,  after  bis  second  election, 
neglected  to  take  the  oaths  out  of  the 
House,  before  the  lord  steward  of  the 
household,  his  deputy  t)r  deputies;  and 
had  only  taken  the  oaths  at  the  table  of 
the  House;  thinking  that,  owing  to  his 
previous  election,  he  might  dispense  with 
the  first  formality.  Fur  this,  by  the  pro* 
visions  of  several  acts  of  parliament,  he 
had  not  only  vacated  his  seat  a  second 
time,  but  had  also  incurred  several  penal- 
ties ;  from  which,  however,  he  trusted 
the  House,  wiih  their  usual  indulgence, 
would  indemnify  him  ;  and  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  Bill  to  that  effect. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough 
of  Inverness,  &c. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
brought  up  Mr.  Grant's  Indemnity  Bill. 

Mr.  Wynne  observed,  that  no  one  could 
possibly  have  any  objection  to  such  a  Bill. 
But  the  necessity  of  it,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, proved  still  more  the  propriety  of 
doing  away  altogether  the  oaths  taken  out 
of  the  House.  He  had  introduced  a  Bill 
to  that  effect  in  the  last  session  ;  but  it  had 
been  lost  elsevi  here;  owing,  as  it  was  stated, 
to  a  most  unaccountable  fear  manifested 
by  what  was  called  the  Protestant  interest, 
that  Roman  Catholics  might,  in  the  first 
session  of  a  parliament,  introduce  them- 
selves into  the  House,  to  influence  the 
nomination  of  a  Speaker — [a  laugh.] 

Mr.  Grant's  Indemnity  Bill  was  then 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  to-n*.orrow. 
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WedneidtH/,  March  23. 

Shipwrights  of  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don.] Sir  6\  Romiliy  presented  a  Petition, 
signed  by  two  thousand  useful  artisans, 
whose  business  was,  that  of  building 
ships  in  the  port  of  London ;  com- 
plaining of  an  evil,  extending  not  alone 
to  themselves,  but  to  the  interests  of 
the  country. — ^The  Petition  stated,  that 
shipbuilding  in  the  private  yards,  on  the 
river  Thames,  had,  of  late,  not  only  sunk 
into  decay,  but  had  been  totally  annihi- 
lated. As  illustrative  of  this  fact,  it  stated, 
that  there  were  belonging  \o  different  per- 
sons, on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  private 
^'ards,  in  which  there  were  forty-one  slips 
for  building  ships;  and  in  the  whole  of 
these  yards,  there  was  but  one  ship  build- 
ing. That  of  docks  for  repairing  ships, 
double  and   single,   there  were  fifty-one 


double,  and  eleven  tingle,  and  in  these 
there  were  but  eighteen  vessels  under 
repair  ;  which  circumstances,  so  injurious 
to  the  petitioners  and  to  the  country,  they 
stated,  was  attributable  to  the  arrange- 
ments which  had  been  made  for  buildmg 
ships  in  India,  whither  a  great  number  of 
the  artisans,  heretofore  employed  in  ling- 
land,  had  been  constrained  to  fly  ;  and 
those  who  remained  behind  were  entirely 
destitute  of  the  means  of  supporting  their 
numerous  families.  The  prayer  of  the 
Petition  was,  that  the  House  would  be 
pleased  not  to  extend  the  time  for  India 
built  ships  being  admitted  to  British  re- 
gisters. The  Petition,  having  been  brought 
up,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Cobruption  of  Blood.]  Sir  S.  Romilly 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  to  move  fur 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  take  away  the 
corruption  of  blood,  in  cases  of  attainder 
for  high  treason  and  felony.  He  express- 
ed a  hope,  that  in  again  bringing  forward 
this  subject,  which  had  been  so  fully  dis- 
cussed in  that  House  during  the  last*  ses- 
sion, he  should  not  be  accused  of  improper 
perseverance.  He  was  apprehensive  that 
the  real  object  of  the  Bill  which  he  had 
introduced  on  a  former  occasion  bad  not 
been  correctly  understood— a  circum- 
stance which  was  perhaps  attributable  to 
the  imperfect  manner  in  which  he  had 
explained  himself  on  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  it  in.  The  Bill,  the  introduction  of 
which  he  had  now  in  view,-  was  precisely 
similar  to  that  presented  to  the  Hou^b 
before.  The  House  would  call  to  their 
recollection,  that,  by  the  law  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  a  man  convicted  of  high  trea- 
son forfeited  all  his  lands,  all  his  goodi 
and  chattels,  and  alt  his  personal  property. 
With  regard  to  persons  attainted  of  felony, 
they  only  forfeited  their  lands  for  one 
year,  and  all  their  goods  and  chattels,  and 
personal  effects.  The  Bill  which  he  should 
bring  in  would  not  at  all  vary  this  law  ; 
for  if  it  should  pass  into  an  Act,  persons 
attainted  of  the  crime  of  high  treason 
would,  as  heretofore,  forfeit  all  their  lands 
and  property  of  every  description.  Whe- 
ther this  was  a  wise  or  just  law,  or  not,  or 
whether  it  was  expedient,  when  the  law 
had  removed  a  man  from  society,  that  his. 
property  should  be  confiscated,  and  a  pu- 
nishment thereby  fall  on  the  innocent  in- 
dividuals whom  he  had  left  behind,  or  not, 
was  a  matter  which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  present  Bill.    That  law  woald 
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him,  in  at  length  clearing  the  bar  of  the 
Adour,  and  the  passage  of  that  ri?er  above 
Bayonne  by  sir  Ji»lin  Hope,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try, who  had  conceived  it  impossible.  In 
the  action  at  O^hes,  thou^oh  many  valu- 
able oilicers  unfortunately  fell,  and  were 
wounded,  there  were  only  two  of  high 
rank  wounded,  excepting  the  wound  re- 
ceived by  lord  Wellington,  which,  had  it 
been  deep  or  severe,  would  indeed  have 
clouded  the  most  brilliant  victory  this 
country  ever  gained.  One  immediate 
and  beneficial  result  of  the  battle  of  Orthes 
was.  the  capture  of  two  of  the  enemy's 
magazines  at  Mont  Marsan  and  Aire, 
which  Soult  considered  of  so  much  impor- 
tance, that  it  was  believed  their  preserva- 
tion was  a  principal  inducement  to  him  to 
fight  that  battle.  Their  possession  by  our 
troops  was  of  great  importance  ;  as  by  the 
setting  in  again  of  the  rains  almost  imme- 
diately after  the  action,  by  which  the 
Adour  and  its  different  streams  were  ex- 
cessively swollen,  they  would  otherwise 
have  been  at  a  loss  for  supplies.  After 
his  defeat,  Suult  had  the  option  of  either 
retreating  upon  Bourdeaux,  or  leaving  the 
road  to  that  city  open.  He  chose  the 
latter;  and  lord  Wellington  having  sent 
sir  William  Beresford  with  a  detachment 
to  occupy  Bourdeaux,  they  entered  the 
city,  and  were  received  with  every  de- 
monstration of  joy  by  the  inhabitants. 
The  occupation  of  Bourdeaux,  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view  (and  in  no  other  way 
did  he  mean  to  speak  of  it  at  present), 
was  of  the  greatest  importance ;  it  gave 
our  army  the  command  of  supplies,  of 
many  necessari(*s,  convenieiicies,  and 
comforts,  which  they  could  not  otherwise 
have  procured ;  and  it  besides  greatly  fa- 
cilitated the  communication  with  this 
country  ;  an  object  of  essential  advantage, 
ai  the  previous  channel  of  communication 
had  bi^en  found,  particularly  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  extremely  dangerous, 
several  vessels  having  been  lost  in  attempt- 
ing the  paasage.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  could  not  doubt  that  the 
House  w>>uld  vote  the  Thanks  for  which 
he  was  about  to  move.  He  was  perfectly 
ready  to  admit,  that  it  was  not  merely  a 
brilliant  action  that  was  now  entitled  to 
that  high  honour.  Six  years  ago,  when 
victory  appeared  a  stranger  to  every  stan- 
dard in  Europe  except  that  of  France,  it 
became  highU  expedient  to  court  the 
first  advances  to  victory  on  the  part  of 
this  country  i  but  now  a  series  of  splen- 


did successes  had  not  only  crowned  the 
British  arms,  but  those  of  our  allies.  It 
certainly  was  not  the  mere  brilliancy  of 
an  action  that  entitled  it  to  the  thanks  of 
the  House ;  as,  however  oar  gratitude 
might  be  due,  that  gratitude  ought  to  wait 
upon  our  judgment.  He  was  humbly  of 
opinion,  however,  that  in  the  present  case, 
when  the  results  of  this  action  had  beea 
of  so  much  importance,  it  was  one  evi- 
dently deserving  the  highly  honourable 
testimonial  of  the  Thanks  of  that  House. 
His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  the 
*'  Thanks  of  the  House  to  field  marshal 
the  most  noble  Arthur,  marquis  of  Welling- 
ton, K.  G.  for  this  additional  instance  of 
his  consummate  ability,  experience^  and 
valour." 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  offer 
the  slightest  opposition  to  the  motion  with 
which  the  noble  earl  had  concluded ; 
which,  on  the  contrary,  had  his  most  cordial 
and  hearty  concurrence.  He  could  add 
nothing  to  the  detail  so  properly  given  bT 
the  noble  earl,  and  which  so  clearly  esta- 
blished the  importance  of  this  last  triumph 
of  the  illustrious  commander  whom  they 
were  uow^so  justly  called  upon  again  to 
thank.  He  said  the  last  triumph,  because 
he  trusted  that  the  series  of  splendid  suc- 
cesses which  had  raised  the  glory  of  the 
British  arms  to  a  height  of  renown  unknown 
in  any  age  or  country  in  the  annali  of 
history,  and  tht*  great  and  brilliant  victories 
of  our  allies,  would  be  finally  crowned  by 
a  safe  and  honourable  peace,  to  which  our 
illustrious  commander  and  the  glorious 
army  he  had  led  would  have  so  essentially 
contributed.  He  trusted,'  that  the  blood 
which  had  been  so  bravely  and  profusely 
shed  might  puicha&e  a  peace  upon  terms 
consistent  with  safety  and  honour,  ami 
founded  upon  just  and  e(juitable  principles. 
The  noble  earl,  in  speaking  of  the  occupa- 
tion of  Bourdeaux,  had  very  properly  coDr 
fined  himself  to  its  importance  in  a  military 
point  of  view ;  and  upon  that  bead  there 
could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the  essential  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  possession  of 
that  city  ;  not  only  from  the  supplies  thus 
afforded  to  our  army,  but  from  the  facility 
given  to  the  communication  witli  thii 
country,  which  was  unquestionably  of  the 
greatest  importance.  Agreeing  most  cor- 
dially with  the  noble  earl  in  these  atale- 
ments,  he  also  perfectly  agreed  with  bin 
in  the  propriety  of  what  he  had  abstained 
from  stating.  Other  views^  it  was  well 
known,  had  got  abroad  with  respect  to  the 
occupation  of   Bourdeaux>  and    circum* 
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stances  had  been  stated  which  he  rejoiced 
to  find  fornied  no  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
noble  earl.  With  regard  to  those  events, 
it  was  not  now  his  intention  to  ask  for 
any  explanation;  he  left  the  subject,  for 
the  present,  to  ministers,  acting  upon  thaV 
responsibility  which  belonged  to  their 
situations*  and  which  must,  undoubtedly, 
attach  to  their  conduct.  The  time  would 
come,  when  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  these  events  must  be  disclosed, 
and  that, would  be  the  season  for  remark. 
At  present,  he  knew  his  duty  too  well  to 
ibis  country,  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world, 
to  embarrass  questions  which  were  preg- 
nant with  consequences  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  mankind  ;  and 
to  interfere  with  which^  prematurely, 
might  be  productive  of  incalculable  evils. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dis,; 
as  were  also .  the  othet  usual  motions 
made  by  earl  Bathurst,  for  thanks  to  sir 
Stapleton  Cotton  and  the  other  officers 
employed  under  lord  Wellington;  acknow- 
Icjdging  and  approving  the  services  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  &c. 
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Thursday,  March  24. 

Thanks  to  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 
lington, &c.]  The  Chancellor  qf  the  Ex- 
chctjuer  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the 
grateful  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
recent  glorious  services  of  the  marquis  of 
Wellington,  and  his  brave  army.  In 
reverting  to  the  many  occasions  on  which 
the  noble  marquis  had  received  the  thanks 
of  parliament,  it  might  appear  that  every 
topic  of  panegyric  was  utterly  exhausted. 
There  was  scarcely  a  display  of  military 
courage  and  skill,  whether  manifested  in 
the  open  field,  in  the  assault  of  a  fortress,  or 
in  that  system  of  persevering  vigilance  by 
which  the  strength  of  an  army  actually 
inferior,  was  rendered  equal  in  value  to 
that  of  a  force  numerically  superior,  in 
which  lord  Wellington  bad  not,  for  his 
brilliant  success,  received  the  warm  and 
unanimous  approbation  of  his  country. 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  little  more 
than  point  out  the  distinguishing  features 
of  the  late  gallant  achievements.  The 
circumstances  of  the  long  contest  in  the 
peninsula,  and  subsequently  in  France, 
which  lord  Wellington  had  maintained 
with  such  increasing  fortune,  were  as 
various  as  the  qualities  and  resources  of  his 
comprehensive  and  energetic  mind.  In 
order  to  enable  the  House  justly  to  esti- 


mate the  extent  of  the  services  lately 
performed  by  lord  Wellington  and  bit 
army,  it  was  necessary  to  recal  to  their 
minds  the  particular  nature  of  the  opera- 
tions by  which  those  services  had  been 
preceded.  It  was  well  known,  that  the 
descent  from  the  Pyrenees  into  the  plaint 
of  Languedoc  was  rugged,  and  in  places 
almost  impracticable,  intersected  here  and 
there  with  little  winding  valiies  and  rivers, 
which  presented  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
the  march  of  an  army.  This  was  particu- 
larly the  case  at  what  was  called  the 
Landes  de  Bourdeaux.  In  this  romantic 
and  extraordinary  country,  lord  Welling- 
ton conceived  the  great — he  would  say 
the  sublime  idea,  of  establishing  himself 
from  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  to  the  very 
banks  of  the  Garonne ;  aud  the  rains  having 
somewhat  abated  about  the  middle  of 
February,''  the  noble  marquis  moved  the 
right  wing  of  the  British  army  towards  the 
rivers  which  fell  inllo  the  Adour.  By  a 
change  of  weather  and  an  unexpected 
swelling  of  those  rivers,  that  first  movement 
was  frustrated.  Lord  Wellington  then  pro- 
ceeded to  move  the  left  w*ing  of  his  army ; 
but  unfavourable  circumstances  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  rendered  the  passage  of  that 
wing  wholly  impracticable.  Thus  situated, 
lord  Wellington  again  repaired  to  the  right 
of  the  army,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
that  decisive  victory  which  be  subsequent- 
ly achieved.  'After  having  passed  no  less 
than  five  rivers,  under  circumstances  which 
reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  deter- 
mined perseverance  of  the  troops,  the 
British  army  and  their  gallant  leader 
found  the  French  army  posted  in  a  very 
strong  position  near  Orthes,  in  a  country 
which,  as  he  had  before  observed,  wu 
rendered  almost  impassable,  by  the  number 
of  winding  valiies  and  obstacles  of  every 
description  with  which  it  abounded*  rt 
might,  indeed,  be  truly  said,  that  the  posi- 
tion of  Orthes  was  precisely  such  a  one 
as  the  most  skilful  commander  would  have 
chosen  as  the  seat  of  defensive  operations. 
From  this  position,  however,  lord  Welling- 
ton completely  dislodged  marshal  Soult, 
one  of  the  most  consummate  generals  of 
which  the  emperor  of  France  had  to  boast, 
and  leading  an  army  of  nearly  40,000 
men.  The  enemy  were  completely  dis- 
lodged and  repulsed  with  very  considerable 
loss  on  their  part.  In  the  mean  time,  in 
conformity  to  the  plan  of  operations  which 
the  genius  of  our  great  commander  had 
suggested  to  him,  sir  John  Hope,  on  the 
24th  ult.  effected  the  passage  of  the  Adour 
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above  Bayonne,  tinder  circumstances  of 
the   most  extraordinary  and    interesting 
dencription.     To  the  astonishment  of  the 
enemy,  and  even  of  their  own  countrymen 
(accustomed  as  they  had  been  to  witness 
thcrir  heroic  dred«),  the    British    sailors 
boldly  passed  the  bar  of  that  river.     No- 
thing could  imp^de  them :   one  boat  after 
another  upset  in  the  tremendous  surf  of  the 
bar ;    but   at   length   they   accomplished 
their  daring  object,  and  atforded  to  their 
no  less  gallant  military  countrymen  the 
means  of  crossing  from  one  bank  of  the 
river  to  the  other.     Extensive   as   were 
these  operations,  they  formed  but  a  part 
of  that  plan  which  lord  Wellington  bad  in 
contemplation,  and  which  stretched  even 
to  Boordeaux.    Immediately  after  the  dis- 
lodgement  of  the  enemy  from  Orthes,  lord 
Wellington  dispatched  a  column  of  troops 
under  sir  William  Beresford  to  Boordeaux, 
where  he  was  received,  as  the  British  army 
had  hitherto  been  invariably  received  in 
France,  with  the  loudest  acclamations  of 
joy.     For  it  was  a  circumstance  peculiar 
to  the  present  contest,  and  highly  credit- 
able to  the  conduct  of  the  British  army, 
that  after  every  nation  on  the  continent 
had  solicited   the   aid   of    British    arms 
against  the  oppression  of    France,    the 
British  arm  res  were  received  in  that  coan^ 
try,  not  as  enemies,  but  at  once  as  con- 
querors and  friends.     He  did  not  conceive 
that  it  was  necessary   for  him  to  occupy 
the  time   of  the   House   with    repeating 
sentiments  which  he  was  persuaded  were 
cherished  in  (he  breast  of  every  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  heard  him.     He  would,  there- 
fore, conclude 'with  moving,  *^  That  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Field 
Marshal  the  most  noble  Arthur  JVIarquis 
of  Wellington,  for  the  additional  proofs  of 
his  consummate  ability,  experience,  and 
distinguished  valour,  di^pl.Ayed  in  the  late 
battle  at  Orthes  on  the  27th  of  February 
last,  and  in  the  operations  leading  to  and 
hn mediately  cormected  with  that  engage- 
ment, which  terminated  in  the  signal  de- 
feat o(  the  enem3S  and  in  the  occupation 
of  Bonrdeaux  by  the  allied  forces," 

m 

Mr.  Whiished  Kecne  rose  to  second  the 
motion.  Those  uho  looked  into  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  would  know  that  its 
thanks  h-td  repeatedly  been  given  to  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  whose  expio!r!t  he 
compared  with  those  of  the  subject  of  the 
Vote  of  Thanks  which  had  been  moved. 
He  then  recapitulated  the  honours  which 
had  been  conferred  on  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borovgli.    in  17(K<  he  first  received  the 
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thanks  of  this  House;  in  1704  he  had  been 
presented  by  queen  Amie  with  tbe  manor 
of  Wotton,  and  a  pension  of  S,OOOL  per 
annum,  in  consideration  of  his  eondotft  at 
the  battle  of  Blenheim.      In   I705   end 
1706  he  had  received  additional  honoors, 
for  his  exploits  during  that  period.     He 
took  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  tbe 
political  as  well  as  the  militarj  talenct  of 
that    distinguished    ornament   of     Great 
Britain  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  last  centory. 
Considering  the  circumstances  which  con* 
stituted  the   glory  of    military  achieve- 
ments, he  thought  that  it  would  on  aH 
stdes  be  agreed  that  there  was  no  one  in 
the  military  annals  of  this  empire^  wbess 
character  outshone  that  of  the  aobject  of 
the    present  nvotion.      Althoogh   sdch  a 
step  had  not  yet  been  taken,  he  hoped  to 
see  ministers  come  to  parliament,  and  re- 
commend the  erection  of  some  such  mom- 
ment  to  commemorate  his  exp)oita«  as  had 
been  erected  to  tbe  duke  of  Marlborowk 
He  hoped,  that  as  the  house  of  Blenheim 
had   been  built  for  the  latter  in  Englaad, 
such  a  house  would  be  erected  for  Jofd 
Wellington  in  Ireland ;   as  he   was  per- 
suaded   that  the  good  eflecta  of  Mch  a 
measure  on  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
be  indescribable.     Of  this  he   conceived 
himself  competent  to  judge,   from  being 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  having  aat  SOyears 
in  the  House  of  Commons.     Alluding  It 
the  flight  of  Joseph  Buonapart6  from  tba 
battle  of  Vittoria,  he  said  that  his  carriage 
had  been  taken  and  brought  to  England. 
In  it  there  had  been  fotind  concealed  a 
number  of   pictures  by  the    celebrated 
Spanish  artists,  Murillio,  VelasqeeSy  and 
others,    which    belonged    to    the    royftl 
family    of    Spain.      These    he    thought 
should  be  returned  to  the  Spanish  gereta* 
ment  free  of  all  expence;    as  during  the 
reign  of  our  Charles  I,  a  similar  act  of 
generosity  had   been  performed   by   the 
Spanish  government  on  a  similar  occasiea. 
Sir  Frederick  Flood  snid,  as  an  IriahmMk, 
and  a  representative  of  that  country  which 
gloried  in  the  proud  birth  of  the  iHoetrioai 
individual  who  was  the  object  of  the  Tola 
of  thanks  now  proposed,  be  should  not  ha 
doing  justice  to  those  who  sent  him  to  that 
Hou^e,    it'  he  contented    himself    with  a 
silent    vote     on    the    present     occasion; 
"  And,  Sir/'  said  the  hon.  baronrt,  **  if  I 
had  a  voice"  (the  increased  loudness  of  hif 
tone  removed  all  dubiety  on  thnt  sobject* 
and  excited  a  general  laugh)   "  which  I 
rould  extend   even  bi'\tind  the  doom  af 
this  House*  I  would  exert  every  nef  w  otf 
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soch  a  glorio>]ioccaf  ion,thotfgh  it  might  end 
in  a  ner?ou8  fever/^  The  coontry  whic& 
had  giTen  birih  io  this  great  hero,  had  alto 
given  birth  to  a  nooiher  of  other  illustrioot 
characters — it  coald  boait  of  the  blood  of  a 
Beresford,  of  the  brother  of  our  noble  am- 
bassador, (lord  Castlereagh),  of  a  Ponsonby , 
and  of  a  Cole.  That  was  a  coontry  which 
could  provide  such  a  number  of  heroes. 
It  bad  been  often  said  in  England,  that 
Ireland  was  a  clog  to  her ;  but  instead  of 
a  clog,  it  was  the  beat  feather  in  her  cap; 
for  it  not  only  produced  the  best  soldiers, 
but  the  best  captains,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  the  allostrious  object  of  the  present 
Tote  of  thanks.  When  he  looked  around 
him,  he  saw  many  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  in  the  first  confidential  offices 
of  state — (laugh)  he  should  have  said,  that 
those  who  held  them  were  on  the  one  side, 
and  those  who  did  not  hold  them  were  on 
the  other.  When  he  looked  into  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  he  saw  the 
same  thing.  Was  not  that  a  country  of 
which  a  man  ought  to  be  proud,  and  a 
country  to  court  a  connection  with  ?  It  did 
itot  only  send  th*em  men,  but  it  sent  them 
also  linen,  grain,  cattle,  butter,  and  beef. 
This  was  indeed  a  coontry  for  one  to  be 
proud  of,  and  the  people  of  it  ought  ta  be 
fostered.  Government  ought  to  extend 
the  arm  of  its  protection  to  the  natives  of 
such  a  country.  There  never  was  a  period 
in  history  when  the  achievements  recorded 
exceeded  the  benefits  which  this  country 
had  derived  from  that  great  man,  lord 
Wellington.  -—  Talk  of  an  Alexander,  a 
Csesar,  and  a  Hannibal^  (l^ugh)  can  those 
history-books  boast  of  any  general  who 
did  any  thing  to  be  compared  with  the  ob- 
ject of  this  vote  of  thanks  ?  He  had  said 
last  session,  that  in  the  same  manner  a<i 
Blenheim -house  had  been  erected  for  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  there  should  be  a 
■  (here  the  hon.  baronet  hesitated 

some  time)  Wellington- house  built  for 
lord  Wellington.  (Laugh.)— Ireland  had 
already  contributed  I5,<)00/.  for  the  erec* 
tioti  of  a  testimonial  of  the  merit  of  that 
great  man;  but  there  should  also  be  a 
Wellington-bouse  in  Ireland — aye,  not 
only  in  Ireland,  but  in  Scotland  also,  and 
in  Wales.     (Laligh.) 

Lord  KnrkwaU  said,  however  highly  lord 
Wellington  mighl  appreciate  the  thanks 
of  the  House,  yet  he  believed  the  highest 
gratification  he  could  receive  would  be 
the  exertions  made  at  home  to  secoml  the 
objects  which  be  was  endeavouring  to  ac- 
complish ;  for  on  thost  exertiens  it  de- 
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pended,  whether  his  operations  should  be 
crowned  with  succesr.  On  them  alone 
depended  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

The  motion  was  then  put^  and  carried, 
nem.  cm.  as  were  also  the  following : 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  lieutenant  generals  sir  Stapleton  Cotton, 
sir  Rowland  Hill,  sir  William  Carr  Beres- 
ford,  sir  Thomas  Picton,  the  hon.  sir  Gal- 
braith  Lowrv  Cole,  the  hon.  sir  William 
Stewart,  ani  sir  Henry  Clinton,  knights 
of  the  Bath,  to  major  generals  Charles 
Baron  Alton,  Henry  Fane,  William  Anson, 
GeorgeTownshend  Walker,  sir  G^omMur- 
ray ,  K.  B.  James  Kempt,  the  hon.  sir  Edward 
M.  Pakenham,  K.  B.,  William  Henry 
Pringle,  Edward  Barnes,  William  Inglii, 
John  Byng,  Thomas  Brt^ne,  Denis  Pack, 
lord  Edward  Somerset,  Robert  Ross,  John 
Lambert,  and  to  the  several  other  officers 
serving  under  the  cbnunand  of  field 
marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  for 
their  able  and  distinguished  conduct 
throughout  the  operations  whicb  con- 
cluded with  the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy 
at  Orthes  on  the  27tli  of  February  fast, 
and  the  occupation  of  Bourdeaux  by  the 
allied  forces. 

«'  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge and  approve  the  seal/  courage,  and 
discipline,  manifested  by  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  private  soldiers  of 
his  Majesty's  forces  serving  under  the 
command  of  field  marshal  the  marquis  of 
Wellington,  in  the  operations  which  con- 
cluded with  the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy 
at  Orthes  on  the  27  th  of  February  last. 

"  That  this  Hou!ie  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  zeal  and  continued  exertions 
manifested  by  the  general  officers,  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  private 
soldiers,  of  the  Portuguese  anny  serving 
under  the  command  of  field  marshal  the 
marquis  of  Wellington  in  the  battle  at 
•Orthes,  on  the  27th  of  last  month,  and  in 
the  operations  immediately  leading  to  that 
engagement,  in  which  the  enemy  s  forces 
were  completely  defeated. 

''  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  meritorious  exertion  and  ^ood 
conduct  of  the  general  officers,  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  private 
soldiers,  of  such  part  of  the  Spanish  forces 
serving  under  the  command  of  field 
marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  as 
were  employed  in  co-operating  in  the 
movements  which  immediately  led  to  the 
entire  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Orthes  on  the 
27th  of  February  last.** 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  com- 
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municate  the  said  resolutions  to  field  I 
mirshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington  ;  and 
that  he  be  requested  by  Mr.  Speaker  to 
signify  the  same  to  major  generals  Charles 
baron  Allen,  William  Anson,  George 
Townshend  Walker,  sir  George  Murray, 
James  Kempt,  the  hon.  sir  Edward  M. 
Pakenham,  Edward  Barnes,  William 
Inglis,  John  Byng,  Thomas  Brisbane, 
Denis  Pack,  Robert  Ross,  and  John 
Lambert ;  and  to  the  several  officers  and 
corps  of  the  allied  armies  serving  under  his 
command. 


Non-Resident  Clergy.]     Mr.  B.  Iki' 
thurst   rose,    in  pursuance  of  notice,    to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  stay 
prosecutions     and     actions     commenced 
against    spiritual    persons    for    penalties 
under   the  ^Sd  of  the  King.     The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  repeated   those  observa- 
.  tions  which  he  had  made  oh  a  former  oc- 
casion, on  the  great  hardships  to  which 
the  persons  against   vthom  these  actions 
had   been  instituted   had    been  exposed. 
He  remarked   also,    that    in    most  cases 
where    the    parties    had  laid  themselves 
open  to  the  operations  of  the  Act,  their 
offence  consisted  more  in  neglecting  to 
apply  for  licences  to  the  bishops  of  their 
diocese,  than  in  any  actual  inattention  to 
those  duties,  the  performance   of  which 
the  Act  of  the  43d  of  the  King  was  meant 
to  enforce.     In  illustrating  this  proposi- 
tion, he  referred  to  a  list  of  persons  against 
whom  actions  had   been  commenced  by 
Mr.  Wright,  in  the  diocese  of  the  bishop 
of  London.     These    persons  in  number 
amounted  to  92;    and  of  the    whole  of 
them  two  only  were  without  a  rational 
excuse  for  the  offences  imputed  to  them, 
which  were  tho.ie  of  non-residence,  and  a 
neglect  to  obtain  licences  for  such  non- 
residence    from  their  bishop.      In  some 
cases  the  informer  had  laboured  under  a 
mistake  altogether,  as  the  incumbents  had 
actually  resided  constantly  on  their  liv- 
inp:<( ;    in  others,  where  there   were  two 
preferments,  they  had  invariably  resided 
on  one  of  them  ;  and  the  only  charge  to 
be  brought  against  the  in  was,  that  of  not 
having  notified  on  which  they  had  resided 
to  the   bishop ;    while  a  third  class  had 
resided  in  their  parishes,   although  not  in 
the  vicarage,  either  from  the  want  of  a 
house,  or    from   the  dilapidated  state  of 
the  dwelling  which  their  livings  afforded. 
The  persons,  in  strictness,  became  ame- 
nable to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  ques- 
tion; and  many  of  them,  if  the  penalties 
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were  enforced,  would  be  utterly  ruined. 
In    one  case,    the  actioni  for  penalties 
brought  against    a  single   individaal«    if 
pursued    to  judgment,  would  amount  t« 
16,816/.   and   yet  this  person  had   never 
resided  out  of  one  or  other  of  his  Livings. 
In  another  case,  penalties  to  the  amount 
of  4*50/.  had  been  sought  to  be  recovered 
from  a  gentleman,  the    value  of    whose 
living  was  but  Ibl,  per  annum  ;  and  who, 
in  the  simplicity  of  bis  heart,  had  written 
to  him  (Mr.  Bathorst),  declaring,  that  it 
had  never  come  to  his  knowledge  that 
such  an  Act  was  in  existence.     He  was 
far  from  wishing  that  House  to  interfere 
with  the  fair  operations  of  the  law;  but 
here  were  cases  of  extreme  hardship*  in 
which  the  Act  was  made  to  do  that  which 
had  never  been  intended  by  the  legisla* 
ture.     Fle  thought  the  course  proper  to 
be  pursued  was,  to  suffer  the  parties,  against 
whom  these  proceedings  had  been  msti- 
tuted,  to  make  those  applications  now  to 
the  bishop  of  their  diocese,  which,  Irofli 
neglect  or  inadvertency,  they  had  omitted 
to  make  before.     This  was  the  object  of 
the  Bill  which  he  proposed   to  bring  in. 
The  bishop  would  have  to  exercVae  hit 
judgment  on  the  applications  made  now« 
for    licences    for    non-residence ;    as  lie 
would  have  done  had  they  been  made  at 
the  proper  time ;  and  he  would  czarcin 
his  judgment  under  additional  responsibi- 
lity, knowing  that  his  conduct  would  be 
closely  watched  by  an  active  informeri 
who,  from  the  situation  he  had  filled,  and 
other  circumstances,  would  be  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  cases  on  which  he 
decided.     Under  this  responiibility.  hit 
judgment  would  now  be  as  fairly  exercised 
as  it  would  have  been  before — he  thought 
more  so.     In  cases  where  a  licence  was 
refused,  the  parties  should  be  liable  to  an 
action — an  action  being  held  to  lie  where 
a  licence  was  not  produced.     For  the  in- 
former, where  the  law  was  on  his  side^ 
however  hard   the  case    of   the    partiu 
against  whoui  the  actions  were  brooghc* 
he  must  have  his  costs.     He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  object  to  the  Bill  that  he 
proposed  to  bring  in.     The  Act  of  this 
session,  suspending  the  proceedings  ngainst 
the  clcr^'y.  trxpired  on  the  20th  of  ApriL 
As  there  iniglit  not  be  a  proper  opporla- 
j  nity   fdf  discussing    the   subject  by  that 
tinje,  he  intended  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill,  to  extend  the  provisions  of 
that  Act  tur  a  month  longer.     The  right 
hun.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving  ftr 
I  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  "  io  disconiinne 
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the  proceedings  on  certain  actions  already 
cooiQienced,  and  to  prevent  vexatious  ac- 
tions, under  the  ^Sd  of  the  King/^ 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  was  sorry  that  the  learned 
ciTilian  with  whom  the  Bill  originated, 
under-^hich  these  prosecutions  had  been 
commenced,  had  left  the  Hquse  this  day. 
He  could  have  hoped  from  him  some  ex- 
planation, which  might  have  been  an 
apology  for  the  House  having  passed  an 
Act  whioh  had  produced  effects  so  diame- 
trically opposite  to  those  which  were  ex- 
pected from  it.  But  as  the  learned  mem- 
ber for  the  University  of  Oxford  had 
thought  proper  thus  to  leave  them,  it  was 
fitting  for  those  who  were  present  to  state 
what  occurred  to  theai  on  this  subject. 
Some  few  years  ago,  the  Bill  under  which 
these  prosecutions  were  instituted  was 
prepared  by  a  learned  gentleman  of  great 
talenti,  who  took  the  business  out  of  the 
hands  of  a  county  member,  to  secure  the 
clergy  from  prosecutions  under  certain 
Acts  of  Henry  the  8tb.  This  Bill  was 
passed  by  the  Commons,  sent  by  them  to 
the  Lords,  and  passed  there  also;  and 
now  that  it  had  been  in  operation  eleven 
years,  another  Bill  was  to  be  brought  in, 
to  save  persons  from  being  ruined  by  pe- 
nalties under  this  Act,  whose  conduct,  it 
should  seem,  had  been  not  only  innocent, 
but  meritorious  Those  who  remembered 
the  proceedings  on  that  Bill,  and  who 
heard  the  speeches  then  delivered,  most 
be  struck  with  what  they  had  heard  that 
day.— At  that  time  it  was  contended,  that 
every  thing  ought  to  be  done  to.  induce 
informers  to  come  forward.  For  this  pur- 
pose, it  was  thought  right  that  the  whole 
of  the  penalties  should  go  to  the  informers. 
It  was  then  said  to  be  desirable  that  every 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  them  ; 
they  were  not  then  held  up  to  reproach 
as  noxious  persons;  but  the  moment 
an  informer  came  forward,  certain  that  he 
was  right  according  to  law,  the  House 
was  first  called  upon  to  suspend  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  instituted 
against  the  clergy  ;  secondly,  to  continue 
that  suspension;  thirdly,  to  crush  the 
prosecutions ;  and  fourthly,  they  would 
be  called  upon  to  alter  the  law.  One 
instance  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  of  a 
clergyman  hi  the  diocese  of  Norwich,  who 
had  performed  the  duty  of  two  churches 
between  thirty  and  forty  years,  and  in  all 
that  time  had  not  been  absent  so  many 
days.  Nevertheless,  he  was  now  prose- 
cuted for  penalties,  which,  if  the  law  were 
enforced,  mast  send  him  to  a  jaiL    This 


was  a  case  which  called  for  relief;  and 
where  there  were  difficulties  in  deciding 
between  both  ways,  he  should  be  disposed  to 
raise  his  voice  in  favour  of  giving  it.  But  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  of  92  cases 
in  the  diocese  of  London,  there  were  but 
two  that  were  ambiguous,  and  these  he 
could  not  pronounce  against :  in  stating 
this,  he  proved  too  much.  If  such  were 
the  fact,  they  ought  to  do  honour  to  the 
clergy,— admit  that  the  legislature  had 
acted  under  a  wrong  impression,— -that 
restrictions  were  unnecessary,  and  that  all 
they  had -heard  of  their  being  absent  from 
their  parishes,  and  neglecting  their  paro- 
chial duties,  must  be  unfounded.  He 
would  rather  entertain  the  Bill,  however, 
than  suffer  the  unfortunate  persons  aflected 
by  these  prosecutions  to  be  utterly  ruined. 
This  would  be  acknowledging  the  former 
Act  of  the  House  to  be  one  which  ought 
not  to  have  passed  ;  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  brought  in  that 
Bill  would  assist  in  framing  a  new  one« 
and  in  this  he  wished  him  better  success 
than  he  had  with  the  last. 

Mr.  Preston  spoke  shortly  in  favour  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  Weiherall  censured  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  under  which  the  prose- 
cutions were  commenced.  They  attached 
punishment  not  to  the  ofience  which  they 
were  intended  to  guard  against,  b&t  to  the 
simple  fact  of  non-residence  under  any 
circumstances.  In  the  whole  penal  code, 
he  thought  no  other  instance  could  be 
found,  where  the  punishment  was  made 
consequent  on  the  omission  of  a  form,  and 
not  on  the  commission  of  a  crime.  Who- 
ever its  author  was,  he  hoped  be  would 
co-operate  to  do  away  provisions  which 
were- proved  to  be  bad,  and  enact  those 
which  might  do  good. 

Mr.  C.  fK.  Wynne  thought  it  hard  for  the 
informer,  when  he  called  for  what  he  was 
entitled  to  by  law,  that  the  House  should 
step  in,  to  prevent  his  recovering  the  pe- 
nalties. In  a  case  of  such  extreme  diffi- 
culty, he  cpuld  have  wished  that  each 
petition  had  been  referred  to'a  committee, 
where  a  counter-statement  or  petition 
could  have  been  made  or  put  in  by  the 
informer. 

Mr.  Baikura,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  not 
a  new  case,  that  a  law  should  not  exactly 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  fram- 
ed, or  that  It  should  be  perverted  in  ita 
application.  He  thought  the  process  re- 
commended by  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wynne)  one  that  it  would    bv^   been 
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very  improper  to  adopt ;  as,  bad  this  been 
done,  the  ioformer  might  ha^e  gained  any 
informaiion  he  needed,  and  frequently  as- 
certained whether  he  coald  support  his 
action  or  not.  The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  seemed  to  think  he  had  prov- 
ed too  much.  He  had  fairly  stated,  that 
of  92  cases,  there  were  bat  two  that  ap- 
peared without  excuse  :  but^  granting  that 
against  ten  or  twelve  more  a  good  flaw 
could  be  found,  where  such  a  disparity 
as  70  to  20  appeared,  he  thought  the  in- 
terference of  parliament  was  called  for. 
They  were  not  the  worst  cases  that  Mr. 
Wright  looked  for.  Those  where  the  par- 
ties were  teatt  culpable  would  suit  his 
purpose  quite  as  well.  He  might  even 
'  prefer  going  to  a  clergyman,  who  had  no 
vicarage  house,  and  say  to  him  at  once, 
*'  You  have  no  proper  residence — you  are 
living  in  your  own  house,  and  I  will  bring 
an  action  against  you."  It  was  such 
cases  as  these  that  Mr.  Wright  might 
think  he  could  best  turn  to  his  own  emo- 
lument. With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  brought 
the  former  Bill  into  the  House,  he  had  to 
say  that  he  did  not  take  it  out  of  the 
bands  of  a  county  member.  The  House, 
after  trying  their  hand  at  it,  had  thought 
him  most  competent  to  the  task ;  and  at 
their  desire  it  was  that  he  took  it  upon 
himself. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  explained. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill ; 
which  was  shortly  after  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Bathurst,  read  a  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday. 

He  also  brought  in  a  Bill  to  continue 
the  Suspension  Act  of  last  year.  It  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 
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F\riday,  Mureh  25. 

Election  Laws  in  Ireland.]  Sir  F. 
Fhod  rose  to  give  notice  of  a  Bill  of  a 
very  important  nature,  for  which  it  was 
his  intention  soon  to  move.  United  as 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  now  were,  it 
was  desirable  to  assimilate  the  law  of  the 
two  countries.  He  believed  that  such  was 
the  opinion  of  every  member  who  heard 
him ;  for  no  one  could  deny  that-<- 

The  Speaker  requested  the  hon.  member 
not  to  enter  into  any  argument,  bat  to 
confine  himself  to  a  simple  notice. 

Sir  F.  Flood  then  added,  that  the  object 
of  his  Bill  would  be,  to  limit  the  continu* 


ance  of  the  poll  during  election  con« 
tests  in  Ireland,  in  the  same  way  as  it  was 
now  done  in  this  country.  He  conld  not 
name  the  precise  day  on  which  he  would 
bring  forward  the  subject ;  but  it  wonid 
not  be  until  after  the  recess,  as  until  after 
that  period  the  presence  could  not  be  ex- 
pected of  many  members  from  the  siater 
country,  whose  assistance  in  the  measaF# 
would  be  indispensable.  There  had  been 
a  recent  instance,  in  the  election  for  the 
county  of  Mayo,  of  the  ill  effects  atlen* 
dant  upon  the  existing  unlimited  duratim 
of  election  contests;  the  result  of  which 
was,  inevitably,  not  only  to  injore  the 
parties  immediately  engaged  in  theai«  hot 
to  disturb  and  harass  the  whole  country  ; 
besides—* 

The  Speaker  again  called  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet to  order,  and  sir  F.  Flood  sat  down. 

•  CoaaupTioN  or  Blood,  and  Puiiish- 
MENT  OP  High  TasAsoN.]  Sir  S.  Roinilly 
brought  in  his  Bills  for  taking  away  tha 
corruption  of  blood  consequent  on  ai« 
tainder  for  felony  and  treason ;  and,  iar 
altering  the  punishment  of  high  traaaoo. 
They  were  read  a  first  time,  and  acdaiad 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  the 
18th  April. 

ClEEGT   PfiNALTlBS   BiLL.]       Thit   BiH 

was  read  a  second  time.  On  the  notion 
(by  Mr.  Bathurst)  that  it  be  committed. 

Sir  IV.  Scott  wished  to  be  allowed  to  eay 
a  few  words  in  reply  to  some  remarln 
which  he  understood  had  fallen  yeaterdav 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Bedford,  on  hit 
(sir  W.  Scott's)  absence  from  the  Hooaa* 
The  fact  was,  that  he  did  not  think  it 
likely  that  any  discussion  couhl  ariia  in 
that  stage  of  the  Bill.,  If  he  had  fbreaaaa 
the  possibility  of  suiii^an  occurrence,  ha 
would  have  spared  the  hon.  gentleoian 
the  performance  of  that  part  of  nie  pabNa 
duty.  There  were  other  insinoatiom 
which  the  hon.  member  for  Bedford  had 
chosen  to  throw  out  with  respect  lo  hin  ) 
and  one  was,  that  he  had  taken  the  Bill 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  worthy  and  has. 
gentleman.  He  confessed  that  be  thoaghl 
bis  character  and  conduct  in  that  HooN 
would  have  saved  him  from  such  an  laM 
putation.  The  fact  was,  that  the  Bill  m* 
troduced  by  that  hon.  person  (fbr  arbaa 
he  had  the  highest  respect,  and  whom  ha 
met  on  terms  of  great  intimacy)  had  far 
its  sole  object  to  relieve  the  clergy  htm 
prosecutions  under  the  Act  of  Henrv  •« 
That  hon.  person  expraised  a  diaincima* 
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tion  to  render  hU  measure  a  prospective 
one,  and  it  was  on  that  account  be  (sir  W. 
Scott)  bad  adopted  it.  He  coold  assure 
the  bon.  member,  that  he  had  not  contem- 
plated the  task  without  feelings  of  the 
greatest  dismav»  knowing  the  diHicuIties 
which  attended  it,  and  which  arose,  not 
only  firom  the  nature  of  the  subject,  but 
from  the  contending  opinions  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  it.  In  proceeding  with 
the  undectaking,  he  was  not  disappointed 
in  his  expectation  of  strong  opposition-^ 
an  opposition  so  strong,  as  to  induee  him 
in  many  instances  to  adopt  the  views  of 
others,  although  they  were  extremely  re* 
pognant  to  his  own  judgment.  Without 
meaning  to  disclaim  his  own  share  of  the 
measure,  he  could  assure  the  bon.  gentle- 
man that  the  Bill  did  contain  clauses,  not 
less  in  hostility  to  bis  own  opinions,  than 
they  could  possibly  be  to  those  of  the  bon. 
gentleman  himself.  But  the  matter  had 
been  reduced  to  a  question  of  discretion ; 
and  it  had  remained  for  him  to  determine 
only,  whether  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  so 
Altered,  or  to  expose  the  clergy  to  the  pro- 
secutions pending  against  them.  When 
he  said  this,  however,  he  did  entertain  a 
hope  that  the  inconveniencies  which  the 
clerffy  might  experience  from  some  parts 
of  the  Bill,  might  be  balanced  and  reme- 
died by  the  securities  aflbrded  them  in  the 
other  parts.  He  understood  that  the  hon, 
member  had  intimated  that  he  (sir  W. 
Scott)  had  chaunted  the  praises  of  the 
Bill.  He  was  certain  that  neither  the 
hon.  member  nor  any  other  person  had 
heard  him  do  so,  either  in  public  or  in 
private.  The  responsibility  for  the  regu- 
lations which  the  Bill  might  contain  wnen 
passed  into  a  law  rested,  not  with  the  in- 
dividual by  whom  it  was  proposed,  but 
with  the  legislature  by  whom  it  was  ulti- 
mately established. 

Mr.  WhUhread  expressed  bis  regret  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  should 
have  felt  any  uneasiness  in  consequence  of 
what  had  fallen  from  him  yesterday.  If 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  been 
absent  yesterday  on  private  business,  or 
on  an  emergency,  and  intended  to  be  pre- 
sent at  all  the  other  stages  of  the  measure, 
then  he  also  regretted  that  he  had  made 
the  observations  which  he  had  made  in  the 
bon.  and  fearned  gentleman's  absence. 
But  if  by  those  obserrations  be  bad 
awakened  the  slumbering  attention  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to  the  subject, 
b^  was  persuaded  that  he  had  done  a  great 
pttblic  service.    In  saying  that  the  hon. 
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and  learned  gentleman  had  taken  the  Bill 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  late  member  for 
Somersetshire,  he  by  no  means  meant  any 
improper  imputation.  For  the  perform* 
ance  of  that  which  a  private  man  found 
impracticable,  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman was  then,  as  now,  selected.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  admitted  that 
he  had  always  conceived  the  task  m  diffi- 
cult one,  and  that  he  still  found  it  so.  He 
even  allowed,  that  he  bad  been  compelled 
to.introduce  clauses  into  the  Bill  which  ha 
himself  considered  objectionable.  Whe- 
ther, however,  any  objectionable  or  am- 
biguous clauses  we^e  or  were  not  the  pro- 
positions of  the  hon.' and  learned  gentle- 
man, he  was  equally  bound  to  come  down 
and  aflford  to  the  House  the  assistance  of 
ills  great  learning  and  abilities,  in  order 
that,  to  the  evils  which  were  dreaded,  at 
adequate  a  remedy  as  possible  should  be 
provided.  Another  reason  why  he  ex-  ' 
pected  the  presence  of  the  hon.  and  leam« 
ed  gentleman  in  every  stage  of  the  mea- 
sure was,  that  if  the  Bill  should  be  carried 
into  operation,  and  all  the  clergymen  sub* 
jected  to  the  penalties,  and  to  be  pursued 
by  the  informers  as  the  Bill  authorisedf 
there  had  never  existed  a  situation  or  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  church  establish- 
ment had  been  so  much  endangered  by 
the  certain  degradation  and  ruin  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  inferior  clergy.  As  on 
other  occasions  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  thought  the  church  in  danger* 
and  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought  it  was  not,  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  did  net  fail  to 
attend  and  to  speak  to  the  qoestiOB ;  so 
on  this  occasion  when  the  church  was  in 
real  danger,  and  many  of  its  members  ex* 
posed  to  the  horror  of  being  dragged  to  a 
prison,  be  conceived  the  attendance  and 
exertions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man peculiarly  desirable.  There  was  an 
open  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  talenu  and  attain- 
ments, and  he  coold  not  do  a  more  enM« 
nent  public  service  than  by  occupying  it. 
Every  day  the  grossest  hardships  among 
the  clergy  were  to  be  met  with,  either  in 
print,  in  manuscript,  or  orally.  It  ap- 
peared, if  the  statements  of  the  clergynsen 
were  true,  that  Mr.  Wright  had  entrapped 
some  of  them  into  a  situation  of  diffi- 
culty for  which  there  was  no  remedy; 
and  bad  threatened,  unless  they  compro- 
mised with  him  for  a  large  sum  of  money, 
to  take  such  measures  as  must  ruin  them 
for  life.  He  denied  that  he  had  ever  aaid» 
that  the  hen.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
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<'  chaaoted''  the  praises  of  the  Bill ;  and 
repeated  his  regret,  that  what  he  had  yes- 
terday felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  observe, 
had  given  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
so  much  uneasiness. 

The  Bill'  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Monday. 

Committee  of  Supply.]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply. 

.  The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose,  in 
pursuance  of  his  notice,  to  propose  that 
there  should  be  granted  an  additional  two 
millions,  on  account  of  the  army  extra- 
ordinaries;  making,  with  three  millions 
formerly  granted,  the  sum  of  five  millions. 
This  sum  was  much  beneath  what  would 
be  required  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year.  The  sums  voted  for  the  service  of 
last  year  amounted  to  nine  millions ;  and 
the  sums  required  this  year  would  not  cer- 
tainly be  less.  This  grant,  he  hoped, 
would  not  now  be  opposed ;  as  opportu- 
nities would  afterwards  arise  for  discus- 
sion, when  ministers  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  come  again  before  parliament. 

Mr,  Tkrney  could  not  help  lamenting 
that  a  necessity  should  exist  for  bringing 
forward  the  present  demand,  as  it  was 
placing  the  House  in  a  very  awkward  si- 
tuation. The  House  had  now  met,  after 
two  long  adjournments.  When  the  first 
adjournment  was  proposed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to.  They  bad  previously  obtained  from 
the  House,  grants  to  the  extent  of  not  less 
than  55  millions.— When  the  House  again 
met,  they  were  called  upon  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  without  any 
assigned  reason,  to  adjourn  for  another 
long  period.  And  now,  when  they  were 
again  met,  without  being  informed  of  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  or  what  had  been 
done  with  the  sums  which  the  House  had 
entrusted  to  the  management  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  they  were  called  on  for 
other  two  millions.  If  this  matter  could 
be  postponed  for  a  few  days,  till  the  House 
should  know  what  had  been  done  with  the 
sums  already  yoted,  it  would  be  to  him 
personally  agreeable ;  for  the  present 
grant  would  be  nothing  less  than  giving  his 
sanction  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
without  knowing  the  principles  on  which 
that  war  was  carried  on— whether  those 
which  were  avowed  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session  were  still  adhered  to,  or 
whether  a  different    system    had    been 


Commtiee  qf  Supply. 


[364 


adopted.  This  was  making  the  House  the 
mere  pack-horse  of  the  Treasury.  He 
wished,  therefore,  this  matter  could  be 
postponed  for  some  time  longer,  till  it 
should  be  convenient  for  his  Majesty'ii 
ministers  to  give  the  information  he  de- 
sired. He  should  otherwise  be. recogniz- 
ing that  the  35  millions  had  been  properly 
spent,  and  giving  his  consent  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  an  additional  two  millions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  if 
it  was  unpleasant  to  the  House  to  grant 
such  large  sums  of  money,  without  being 
supplied  with  the  information  which  was 
now  demanded  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, it  was  much  more  unpleasant  to  those 
who  came  forward  to  ask  the  House  to  re« 
pose  a  confidence  in  them  to  such  an  ex- 
tent. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  led 
the  House  into  an  error,  in  stating  that  the 
grants  already  made  amounted  to  the  som 
of  35  millions.  In  this  sum  would  be  in- 
cluded the  sums  voted  for  the  service  of 
the  Navy  and  Exchequer  bills.  [NojSaid 
Mr.  Tierney.]  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
would,  he  believed,  find  it  bard  otherwise 
to  make  up  his  35  millions. 

Mr.  Tiem^  said,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man would  find,  if  he  put  together  all  the 
sums  which  had  been  voted  for  the  service 
of  the  army  and  navy,  they  would  aoaoant 
to  no  less  than  what  he  had  stated.  Would 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  say,  that  the  sams 
already  granted  had  all  been  applied  ia 
the  way  appointed  to  be  done  by  the 
House?  He  did  not  wish  at  present  to 
provoke  any  debate.  He  had  to  repeat, 
that  35  millions  had  already  been  voted 
in  supply,  without  taking  into  account 
the  sum  voted  to  pay  Exchequer  bills* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  one 
thing,  at  which,  he  confessed,  he  waa 
rather  surprised  ;  that  it  was  more  painful 
for  him  to  ask  money,  than  for  the  Com- 
mons to  grant  it.  He  could  not  bat 
confess  that  that  was  something  new. 
When  the  former  sums  had  been  granted^ 
he  knew  the  principles  which  were  then 
professed  by  his  Majesty's  government; 
but  he  did  not  know  what  views  might 
have  been  since  taken.  He  wished,  there- 
fore, that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wonld 
postpone  this  grant  till  it  should  be  con* 
venient  to  come  before  the  House,  and 
explain  the  system  upon  which  the  war 
was  to  be  conducted  during  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ohterwtdg 
that  if  he  had  had  35  millions  voted,  with- 
out any  controul  as  to  its  particular  appU* 
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cation,  there  woaki  ha?e  been  no  necessity 
for  comiog  forward  at  present  to  ask  this 
sum.  No  minister  of  the  crown  coold 
apply  to  the  service  of  the  army  money 
which  had  been  expressly  Toted  for  the 
service  of  the  navy,  or  vice  versa. 

Mr.  Tiemey  asked,  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand, that  no  money  which  was  voted  for 
one  service  could  be  afterwards  applied  to 
another,  and  at  a  future  period  repaid  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  no  great  branch  of  the  supply  could 
be  so  applied. 

Mr.  Huskiison  said,  the  servants  of  the 
crown  had  never  been  considered  as  at 
liberty  to  take  the  navy  money  for  army 
services,  or  the  money  voted  for  the  army 
for  the  service  of  the  navy.  In  point  of 
fact,  however,  no  money  had  last  year 
been  applied  for,  on  account  of  the  army 
extraordinaries,  till  a  much  later  period 
than  this.  It  would  have  been  more  be- 
coming, perhaps,  to  have  asked  a  farther 
grant  on  -account  of  the  ordinary  services 
of  the  army,  and  to  have  applied  part  of 
it  to  the  extraordinary  services. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  two 
millions  should  be  granted  for  the  extra- 
ordinary services  of  the  army  for  1814.— > 
Agreed  to. 

Other  sums  were  thereafter  voted,  which 
will  be  accurately  detailed  on  the  bring- 
ing up  of  the  report. 
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Exchequer  Bills.]  In  a  Committee 
of  Supply,  it  was  resolved  on  a  motion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  1,900,000/.  be  granted 
for  discharging  interest  on  Exchequer 
Jiills;  and  that  290,000/.  for  Exchequer 
Bills,  and  10,000/.  for  Debentures,  (making 
in  all  300,000/.),  be  paid  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  on  account  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt. 

• 

Colonial  Offices  Bill.]  The  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  being  moved, 

Mr.  Browne  92i\d,  though  unaware  of  the 
necessity  of  this  Bill,  or  that  the  regula- 
tions proposed  by  it  would  render  the 
principle  of  the  Act  of  the  22nd  of  the 
King  more  secure  and  operative,  he  was 
very  unwilling  to  oppose  a  Bill  that  merely 
professed  to  compel  personal  discbarge  of 
official  duty ;  convinced  as  he  was  of  the 
necessity,  and  the  highly  beneficial  conse- 


quences of  that  policy.  But  this  BiU  ap« 
peared  to  have  other  objects  in  view,  or 
to  effect  other  objects,  though  possibly 
not  intended  ;  and  therefore  he  could  not 
refrain  from  saying  a  few  words.  The 
Act  of  the  22nd  of  the  King  was  not 
merely  unexceptionably  beneficial,  but  it 
was  substantial  and  sufficient  for  its  pur* 
pose.  The  violation  of  it  was  not  owing 
to  want  of  regulation,  but  to  want  of  firm« 
ness  in  his  Majesty's  government ;  not« 
however,  in  the  present  administration^ 
but  former  ones.  The  violations  were  not 
merely  connived  at,  but  devised,  by  the 
appointment  of  certain  persons  to  high 
official  situations  in  the  colonies,  who,  at 
the  time  they  were  so  appointed,  were 
never  intended  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
their  situations.  He  did  not  mean  to  ia« 
volve  the  individuals  so  appointed  in  anj^ 
blache.  They  were  men  of  character  and 
talent,  eminently  suited  for  any  public  si- 
tuation, and  be  had  so  much  respect  for 
them ;  that  he  would  not  even  make  the 
allusion  if  it  would  hurt  their  feelings. 
But  though  they  were  justified  in  accept- 
ing, those  who  gave  them  those  places 
violated  the  Act,  and  compromised  the 
interests  of  the  colonies  to  their  own  ne- 
cessities and  desires.  If  they  had  acted 
with  a  sincere  intention  to  carry  the  Act 
into  effect,  and  had  recalled  a  governor 
who  had  abused  the  power  of  granting 
leave,  such  a  step  would  have  been  ■ 
greater  check  to  any  deviations  from  the 
Act  than  all  the  regulations  in  the  world ; 
b6t  he  chiefly  objected  to  the  last  clause 
of  the  Act,  which,  by  legalizing  the  ap- 
pointments so  illegally  made,  or  made 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  the  22nd« 
placed  the  legislature  in  a  situation  of  in« 
consistency.  He  dwelt  upon  the  effect  of 
this  clause,  as  intending  to  cover  the  vio- 
lations of  the  former  Act ;  and  concluded 
with  a  hope,  that,  if  it  was  so  intended, 
psrliament,  in  justice  to  the  immortal 
statesman  (the  late  Mr.  Burke)  from  whose 
profound  knowledge  and  pure  system  of 
moral  duty  the  Bill  proceeded,  would  not 
countenance  the  means  of  evading  that 
system  of  improvement  which  it  was  the 
object  of  his  heart  to  effect ;  and  in  the 
accomplishment  of  which  he  had  raised  a 
lasting  and  imperishable  claim  on  the 
affections  and  the  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Goulbum  begged  to  inform  the  hon. 
gentleman,  that  he  was  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing colonial  appointments  to  have  beeo 
made  in  defiance  of  the  Act.    They  wer« 
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usually  granted  not  by  patent,  bat  by 
commission.  Tbis  migbt  be  called  an 
e? asion,  but  he  thought  it  hardly  deserved 
inch  a  character.  Whatever  might  be 
thought  on  this  subject,  he  apprehended 
the  hon.  gentleman  could  not  wish  to 
complain  of  this  Bill,  because  it  went  to 
make  evasion  impossible.  The  provision 
objected  to  in  the  last  clause  was  support- 
ed by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke  himself; 
as  he,  when  regulating  patent  offices,  had 
thought  it  unfit  to  touch  existing  interests. 
On  the  same  principle  he,  in  bringing  in 
tbis  Bill,  had  thought  those  whose  services 
had  been  rewarded  by  appointments  under 
warrant  or  commission,  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed.  It  was  proper  to  be  stated, 
that  the  noble  lord  presiding  over  the  co- 
lonial department  had  not  granted  an  ap- 
pointment by  patent  without  enforcing 
the  clause  of  residence. 

Mr.  Creevey  did  not  think  the  present 
'Bill  a  suitable  remedy  for  the  grievance 
complained  of ;  which  was,  that  persons 
residing  here  held  situations  in  the  colo- 
nies of  great  emolument  and  trust,  while 
they  had  others  to  do  all  the  duty  for 
them.  The  principle  upon  which  the 
House  ought  to  go  was,  to  save  to  the 
public  the  money  thrown  away  upon 
duties  thus  discharged.  The  precedent  that 
be  would  take  for  any  act  of  this  kind  was 
the  22nd  of  bis  present  Majesty.  He 
would  put  one  case  which  occurred  since 
the  padsing  of  this  Act.  He  would  ask, 
whether  the  place  granted  to  sir  Evan 
Nepean  was  a  patent  place,  or  one  granted 
by  commission?  It  was  a  place  which 
brought  in  2,500/.  a  year.— If  he  had  it 
by  patent,  it  was  a  violation  of  the  22nd 
of  the  King,  that  be  iihoufd  be  allowed  to 
hold  it,  as  he  did,  without  personal  attend- 
ance. The  vendue  master  of  Malta  was, 
he  believed,  also  a  patent  place,  and  the 
duties  of  it  were  not  performed  by  the 
person  who  held  it.  Mr.  John  King  was 
naval  master  of  Jamaica,  with  a  salary  of 
],60()i.  a  year.  He  was  appointed  in 
1796.  Was  this,  he  would  ask,  a  patent 
place,  or  one  granted  by  commission ' 
This  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  22nd  of 
his  Majesty.  But  these  were  not  the  only 
persons  who  held  places  in  the  colonies, 
the  dotiesof  which  they  did  not  discharge. 
Lord  Bray  brook,  and  the  Messrs.  Wind- 
hams,  held  places  in  Jamaica  for  52  years, 
which  they  never  filled — one  wa«  provost • 
marshal,  the  other  two  were  secretaries.  If, 
iodeed,they  had  been  sent  over  at  two  years 
of  age,  when  they  obtained  the  places. 
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there  was  every  reason  to  believt  that  the 
duties  could  not  be  well  performed  ;  they 
would  be  much  better  executed  by  de« 
poty.— He  did  not  complain  of  the  mmnner 
in  which  the  duties  of  those  places  were 
performed :  what  he  complained  of  was, 
that  such  places  should  be  at  all  allowed 
to  exist.  The  truth  was,  that  tbe  HcMise 
paKftt;d  an  Act  last  session,  by  which  sacb 
offices  as  were  filled  by  deputy  were  abo- 
lished. The  persons  holding  them  abould 
be  compelled  to  resign,  and  not  to  reside. 

Mr.  Marryatt  approved  of  the  Bill.  He 
thought  the  House  and  the  country  ought 
to  be  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Goulburn)  who  brought  it  forward. 

Mr.  Stepfien  should  not  think  he  per* 
formed  his  duty  if  he  did  not  rise  to  second 
what  had  been  said  by  tbe  hon.  gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Marryatt).  The  Bill  woald, 
he  was  convinced,  tend  to  raise  the  cha« 
racter  of  the  resident  white  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies.  Even  in  this  view  it  was 
important.  With  respect  to  what  had 
been  thrown  out  relative  to  the  manaer  of 


granting  such  places,  it  could  not  applj 
to  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  or  the 
colonial    department.      His  principle   of 
conduct   while    he    held    that    situation, 
was,  to  withhold  his  patronage  from   all 
places  in  the  colonies,   except  upon  the 
condition  of  residence.    This  he  could  as* 
sert  upon  his  own  knowledge.     He  wonU 
not  admit,  that  every  appointment  in  the 
colonies,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  al« 
luded  to,  was  illegal  without  the  condition 
of  residence.    If  the  law  applied  to  the 
particular  cases,  there  was  no  possible  way 
of  evading  it ;    and  if  the  bon.  gentleinan 
(Mr.  Browne)  knew  of  any  plaoea  grren 
contrary  to  the  law,  it  was  his  duty  to 
declare  the  abuse,   and  to  endeavonr  to 
punish  such  as  were  guilty  of  it.      The 
22nd  of  the  King  related  only  to  patent 
places;    it  had  no  reference   to  sock  as 
were  granted   by  commission.    Nor  did 
he  think  with  the  hon.  gentleman  opporile 
(Mr.  Creevey),  that  persons  holding  their 
places  by  commission  should  be  deprived 
of  them.     They  were  vested  righta.     As 
to  personal  responsibility  in  the  colonies^ 
it  was  a  perishable  commodity.    It  would 
be  unjust  thus  to  take  such  rights  away* 
The  Bill  did  not    touch  upon  exisling 
rights. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  ii  was  impewble 
to  look  at  the  conduct  of  tbe  adminisira* 
tion,  without  seeing  that  there  was  a  groH 
violation  of  the  letter  of  the  law  with  va> 
spect  to  the  colonies.    He  should  ha 
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better  pleased  if  it  were  a  Bill  to  regulate 
oHQces  abroad  generally. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  woqld  trouble  the  House 
with  a  very  few  wordsi  in  consequence 
of  what  had  fallen  froin  the    hon.  gen- 
tleoian   (Mr.  Stephen.) — When   persons 
were  in  possession  of  patent  offices^  their 
rights  were  certainly  reserved  in  cases  of 
this  kind ;    but  he  must  protest   against 
the  doctrine  delivered  by  the   hon.  gen-' 
tlemaa    (Mr.  Stephen),  that   those   were 
vested  rights  which  were  Dever  considered 
such.    The  Bill,  he  said,  did  not  interfere 
with  vested  rights ;  but  places  granted  by 
coounission  were  not   vested.     This  was 
the  first  time  he  heard  vested  rights  ex- 
tended so  far.     If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  thus  through  mistake,  he  was 
glad  that  he  afforded  him  this  opportu- 
nity  of  correcting  himself;  but  he  must 
protest  against  the  doctrine,  particularly 
as  the  last  clause  of  this  Bill  was  involved 
in  it.     He  willingly  joined  in  the  praises 
of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  colo- 
nies, for  putting  a  clause  of  residence  in 
the  grant  of  colonial  offices.     It  was  said, 
that  personal  responsibility  was  a  perish- 
able commodity  in  the  colonies.     It  would 
appear,  that  they  took  all  means  of  ayoid* 
ing  it ;   for  they  only  sent  out  the  grafts, 
and  kept  the  stock  at  home.     But  if  they 
went   out  there,   he   could    not  see  any 
means  of  their  avoiding  responsihility.    If 
sir  Evan  Nepean,  for  txampic,  filled  his 
pl;ice  there  personally,  aod  not  by  deputy, 
what  means  could  he  have  of  avoiding  re- 
sponsibility ?  The  Bill  ought  to  be  watch 
ed  in  the  commitlee  ;  and  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Goulburn)  bond  Jidc  intended 
the  Bill  for  good  purposes,  he  deserved 
commendation  and  support. 

Mr.  Stephen  rose  to  explain.  He  could 
not,  he  said,  but  consider  it  as  a  violation  of 
justice  to  deprive  a  man,  without  cause,  of 
an  office  granted  even  by  commission.  He 
held  an  omce  granted,  not  by  patent,  but 
for  life,  or  during  good  behaviour;  yet  he 
should  think  it  unjust  to  be  deprived  of  it 
without  cause.  What  a  person  held  for 
life,  he  considered  as  an  interest  vested  in 
him.  It  was  in  that  sense  he  used  the 
expressions  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Whiibrtad  si^id,  he  was  glad  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  been  so  explicit,  as 
the  House  had  an  opportunity  of  forming 
a  judgment  of  the  nature  of  his  situation. 
Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  of  his 
ofiice,  however,  he  apprehended  it  would 
be  as  diiBculi  to  get  him  out  of  it,  as  his 
friends  had  found  it  to  get  him  in. 
{ VOL.  XXVII. ) 


The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply.] Mr.  Brogden  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  following  Keso« 
lotions,  which  were  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
two  millions,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
on  account  of  the  extraordinary  services 
of  the  army  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
for  the  year  1814. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  two  mil* 
lions,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  on  ac* 
count,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
commissary  in  chief's  department,  for  the 
year  1814*,  exclusive  of  any  purchases  of 
specie.  ^ 

S.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  30,882ir 
}^s,  5d.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for 
paying  off  and  discharging,  on  the  5th 
day  ofApril  1814',  certain  aonoities  great* 
ed  by  two  Acts  of  the  d7th  and  ^^d  years 
of  his  present  Majesty  ;  and  that  the  said 
sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or 
other  deduction  whatsoever. 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,673/. 
17 J.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  French  refugee  clergy,  for 
the  year  1814;  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  4,500/. 
be  eranted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  French  refugee  laity,  for  the 
year  1814;  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5,370/. 
95.  1^,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  towards 
making  good  the  de6ciency  of  the  grant 
of  1813,  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
printing  bills,  reports,  and  other  papers, 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  dur« 
ing  the  last  session. 

7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  D3,594/. 
].t.  6d.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  de« 
fray  the  expence  attending  the  confining, 
maintaining,  and  employing  convicts  at 
home,  for  the  year  1814. 

8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,978/. 
6i.  9d,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grant  of 
1813,  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  incurred  for  prosecutions  relating 
U)  the  coin  of  this  kingdom. 

9.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,937/. 
18f.  2d.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  de* 
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fi:iy  the  charge  incurred  in  Apiil  1813,  in 
the  purchase  of  grain  and  potatoes  con- 
veyed to  the  Shetland  Islands  for  the  relief 
of  the  distressed  inhabitants  there ;  and 
that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  with- 
out any  fee  or  other  deduction  whatso- 
ever. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceedincj  .5,0<j2/. 
45.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  discharge, 
in  the  year  1814-,  the  arrears  due  to  the  seve- 
ral tradesmen  for  works  done  at  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  and  the  Speaker's  house, 
from  Michaelmas  1800  to  the  5th  dav  of 
January  ISI'i;  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

J 1.  Thit  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/. 
he  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  carrying  on, 
in  the  year  1814',  the  improvements  of 
Holyhead  harbour  ;  and  that  the  said  sum 
be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or 
other  deduction  whatsoever. 

1 2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3P.780/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  pay  one 
year's  interest  to  the  10th  day  of  October 
1 8 1  '!•,  on  the  sum  raised  by  debentures  in 
pursuance  of  two  Acts  of  the  5Sd  year  of 
ins  present  Majesty*  for  granting  annuities 
to  satisfy  certain  Exchequer  bills,  and  for 
raising  money  by  debentures,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  said 
sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee 
or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

1.3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,500/. 
be  praalcd  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  applied 
by  the  society  called  The  Refuge  for  the 
Destitute  in  support  of  that  institution; 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
withoul  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what- 
soever. 

Clergy  Residence  Bill  ]  Mr.  Bathurst 
moved  the  order  of  the  day^  for  the  House 
resolving  into  a  committee  on  this  Bill. 
In  making  this  motion,  he  begged  to  state 
to  the  House,  that  in  consequence  of  what 
he  had  >:aid  on  a  former  occasion,  when  be 
niovt-d  fur  h^avt*  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
ptrmanent  relief  of  the  clergy,  he  had  re- 
cti vcd-  a  letter  from  the  attorney  of  the 
info.nncr,  Mr.  Wright ;  in  which  he  was 
accu.4('d  of  having,  in  the  statements  which 
he  thin  made,  prejudiced  Mr.  Wright's 
intt  re^ts.  The  part  of  his  speech  which 
scemt  d  to  have  given  most  oiience  was, 
that  ill  which  he  stated,  that  an  action  had 
been  brought  against  one  gi'ntlein^n  for 
|»enaliics  which  amounted  to  !5,8I()/.  this 
^tntit'nian  having,  in  fart,  invariably  re- 
feided  on  one  or  other  of  the  livings  which 


he  happened  to  hold;  Mr.  Wright's  at- 
torney stated,  tliat  this  observation,  al- 
though true  in  fact,  was  not  true  in  sub- 
stance; for,  notwithstanding  the  law  re- 
quired that  (he  damages  should  be  laid  at 
that  sum,  nominally,  the  real  sum  nought 
to  be  recovered  was  but  3,(183/*  subject  to 
deductions,  which  would,  no  doubt,  be 
made  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  the 
whole  of  this  gentleman's  correction,  how« 
ever,  he  had  not  attempted  to  refute  the 
real  essence  of  the  observations  which  had 
been  made ;  which  was,  that  the  persoa 
against  whom  the  action  had  been  com- 
menced, had,  in  truth,  invariably  reiided 
on  one  or  other  of  his  livings,  and  hmd  only 
been  guilty  of  neglecting  to  notify  to  bis 
bishop  on  which  he  had  resided.  Wbe^ 
ther  the  sum  was  15,816/.  or  3,6S5/«  was  a 
matter  of  no  importance. 

The  Bill  was  then  committed,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to*morrow. 

State  of  Gaols  in  London  and  South- 
WAKK.]  Mr.  Eden  rose,  in  parsuance  of 
notice,  to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
gaol  of  Newgate,  and  the  Poultry,  Giltspnr 
street,  Ludgate  and  Borough  compters; 
and  to  report  their  observations  thereupon, 
together  with  any  improvement  which 
may  be  practicable  therein:  in  doing 
which  he  observed,  that  after  what  hsd 
been  said  on  this  subject  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now  to 
make  any  remarks  whatever. 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Mr.  Alderman  Atkint  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  v- 
signed  some  reason  for  this  motion.  He 
fv2Ls  aware,  that  when  the  subject  was  last 
before  the  House,  the  gaols  in  question  were 
in  a  very  crowded  state,  both  the  debtors 
and  felons  being  extremely  nomeix>os.-~ 
Since  that  period,  however,  another  gaof, 
in  which  the  city  proposed  lo  place  all  the 
debtors,  had  been  building,  and  was  now 
in  a  very  forward  state.  His  Majesty's 
ministers  too  had  taken  every  meant  in 
their  power  to  thin  the  crowd  with  which 
Newgale  had  been  filled,  by  removios  to 
another  situation  all  those  convicta  who 
had  received  judgment.  This  being  the 
case,  and  every  necessary  precaution  hav- 
ing in  fact  been  taken  to  remedy  the 
eviU  complained  of,  he  could  bare  hoped 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  not,  by  the 
motion  which  he  had  made,  have  coo- 
vt yed  an  indirect  censure  on  the  magis- 
tracy of  London. 
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Mr.  Alderman  C  Smith  alto  expressed 
his  surprise  that  thehon.  gentleman  should 
have  introduced  his  motion  without  giving 
some  reason  to  the  House,  which  would 
justify  them  in  adopting  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Eden  said,  he  could  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  assigning  a  reason  for  his  motion. 
The  papers,  for  which  be  had  moved  some 
time  ago»  contained  a  catalogue  of  the 
grievances  under  which  the  prisons  to 
which  he  alluded  laboured.  From  these 
it  appeared  I  that  the  women  were  without 
clothing,  and  frequently  without  bedding; 
and  it  further  appeared,  that  the  whole  of 
the  gaols  were  crowded  to  an  extent  truly 
uncomfortable.  Since  that  period  be  had 
himself  visited  those  prisons,  and  found 
full  scope  for  the  humane  interposition  of 
the  legislature.  He  found  that  great  neg* 
lect  had  subsisted  in  the  management  of 
those  receptacles  of  the  unfortunate,  and 
more  particularly  in  a  prison  in  another 
place,  be  meant  that  in  the  Borough ;  be- 
yond this  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
state.  He  had  no  wish  whatever  to  cast 
any  reflection  upon  the  magistrates  of  the 
city  of  London  ;  nor  did  be  apprehend 
that  any  reflection  on  them  could  be  con- 
veyed by  his  motion.  Indeed,  when  he 
first  introduced  the  subject  to  the  conside- 
ration* of  the  House,  the  gentlemen  who 
represented  the  city  gave  their  most  hearty 
acquiescence  to  the  investigation  besought. 
Why  they  were  now  disposed  to  secede 
from  that  acquiescence  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
imagine. 

Sir  ff7///Vim  Curtis  was  far  from  wishing 
to  shrink  from  the  enquiry  proposed ; 
convinced,  as  he  was,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  magistracy  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
of  the  persons  connected  with  the  gaols 
alluded  to,  would,  on  investigation,  prove ' 
highly  creditable  to  themselves.  The 
gaols)  it  Was  true,  had  been  crowded  in  a 
manner  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  un- 
happy persons  who  were  confined  ;  but 
every  means  had  been  taken  to  lessen  that 
hardship  ;  and  the  moment  the.  sheriffs 
heard  that  the  females  were  without  cloth- 
ing and  bedding,  they  entered  into  a  coo- 
tract  for  the  procuration  of  every  thing  that 
was  necessary. — (Mr.  Whitbread  here 
cried,  ••  Aye  !")-,The  hon.  gentleman 
might  say  laye  !  but  the  fact  was  so  ;  and 
lie  defied  any  person  to  say  that  neglect 
or  inattention  was  imputable  to  any  of  the 
persons  under  whom  the  prisoners  in  ques* 
tion  had  been  placed. 

Sir  J.  Shaw  said,  that  he  for  one  ac- 
qaieaced  in  the  notion,  bat  h%  could  have 


wished  the  hon.  gentleman  had  postponed 
bringing  it  forward  till  the  magistrates  of 
London  had  matured  the  plan  which  they 
had  in  view  for  remedying  the  evils  com- 
plained of.  It  was  in  their  contemplation 
to  build  anew  prispn  for  debtors,  by  which 
Newgate  and  Ludgate  would  be  much  re- 
lieved from  the  inconveniency  they  had 
lately  laboured  under  from  the  great  num- 
bers confined  in  them.  It  was  their  in- 
tention also  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
should  prevent  in  future  the  recurrence  of 
such  distresses  as  had  been  lately  expe- 
rienced. These  arrangements  were  next 
to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  the  two  chief  justices,  and 
the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer ;  and 
from  the  wisdom  of  their  united  judgment, 
little  doubt  could  be  entertained  but  the 
evils  complained  of  would  be  effectually, 
done  away.  He  repeated,  therefore,  that 
it  would  have  been  better  if  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  had  not  been  so  pressing  in  bring* 
ing  forward  his  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread expreMed  his  surprise  that 
the  worthy  aldermen  should  have  found 
fault  with  his  hon.  friend  for  having 
brought  forward  the  present  motion  } 
especially  as  it  appeared  from  their  own 
declarations,  that  not  one  of  them  meant  to 
oppose  it.  He  was  still  more  surprised 
that  while  they  seemed  convinced  that  no 
blame  whatever  was  imputable  to  the  ma- 
gistrates of  London,  they  should  appear  to 
feel  so  sore  at  what  his  hon.  friend  had 
said.  His  boo.  friend  had  moved  for  a 
paper  which  when  produced  rendered  it 
still  more  incumbent  on  him,  in  his  own 
mind,  to  take  a  personal  view  of  the  gaol ; 
and  in  so  doing  he  had  found  it  more  par- 
ticularly his  duty  to  put  the  subject  into  a 
trainof  inquiry.  Nothmgcould  be  more  can- 
did and  liberal  than  the  mode  in  which  hit 
hon.  friend  had  proceeded.  He  had  ab- 
stained from  giving  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  contented  himself  with  barely  mow 
ing  fora  committee  to  make  enquiry  intothe 
case,  and  to  report  thei  r  opinion  to  the  House. 
The  hon.  baronet,  who  spoke  last,  had 
wished  that  the  motion  should  have  been 
postponed  till  the  magistrates  of  London  had 
matured  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  their 
intention  to  act.  He  (Mr.  W.)  diflered 
from  the  hon.  baronet  on  that  head  :  he, 
for  his  own  part,  would  rather  be  inclined 
to  look  into  things  as  they  were,  than  to 
wait  for  the  intentions  of  any  set  of  men 
whatever.  Where  evils  existed,  they  could 
not  too  soon  be  removed;  he  thought, 
therefore,  his  hon.  iiriend  had  acted  most 
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t)rudent1y  in  not  permitting  any  farther 
delay  to  take  place. 

The  question  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  appointed  ;  of  which  the 
four  city  members  were  to  form  a  part, 
and  five  to  be  a  quorum. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  March  '29. 

The  royal  assent  was  given  by  com- 
mission to  Mr.  Grant's  Indemnity  Bill, 
and  two  others.  The  commissioners  were, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  earl  Cholmondeley 
and  lord  Walsingh&m. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  29. 

Colonial  Appointments.]  Mr.  Creevey 
rose  to  move  for  copies  of  all  letters  patent^ 
commingions,  or  other  instruments,  in  vir- 
tue uf  which  appointments  had  been  made 
in  hi"  Majesty's  West  India  colonies,  and 
Bt  Malta  and  Surinam.      In  doing  this  he 
did  not  expect  to  meet  with  any  opposi- 
tion.    He  should  shortly  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  his  object :   which  arose  out 
of  a  Bill  already  under  consideration,  and 
coincided  precisely  with  the  22d  of  the 
King,  enacted  in  1782,  and  which  ordered, 
that  all   holtlers  of  patent  places  in  the 
West  Indies,  granted  after  the  passing  of 
that  Act,  should  become  resident.     The 
operation  of  this  law  was  not  made  retro- 
spective, as   it  would    have   borne   with 
undue  severity  on  the  possessors  of  pre- 
existing places.    There  were  now  in  his 
M:>je8ty'8  colonies,  comprehending  those 
acquired   by   war,    100  offices.      Out  of 
these,   90   had    been   granted    since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  which  required  personal 
residence  ;  and  yet  it  was  a  fact,  that  not 
one  of  the  90  holders  of  these  places  resided 
in  the  colony  in  which  his  appointment 
lay  !    he  said  nothing  of  the  10  who  held 
tht'ir  offices  before  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
as  theiffi  was  a  case  reserved ;  neither  did 
he  yvhh  to  deprive  them  of  their  places^  as 
they  had  now  enjoyed  them  for  so  many 
years,  without  any  complaint  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  colonies  ;    but  when  their 
interest  in  those  utlices  should  expire,  he 
wished  the  state  to  take  the  profits  arising 
from  them,  and  to  transfer  them  into  the 
con^oliddted  fund.     But  he  wished  to  in- 
terfere with  the  places  granted  since  1782. 
Ii  patent  places,  then  their  holders  should 
reside   in   the  West   Indies;    and  if  not 
patent,  then  ihey  were  removeable  at  his 
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Majesty's  pleasure,  or  might  be  compelled 

to  become  resident.    He  shonld    prefer, 

however,  that  the  House  should  ml>olish 

those  situations,  and  ium  their  profits  to 

the  service  of  the  state.    He  coold  have 

wished  to    have  known    the    hoo.   end 

learned  master  in  Chancery's  (Mr.  Sto. 

phens')  furlher  views  on  that  subject.    Of 

those  which  that  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 

man  had  lately  expressed,  be  much  ditap* 

proved.      In  defence  of   the  pretended 

vest^  right  in  places  granted  by  coiiiinis« 

sion,  the  duties  of  which  were  fulfillod  by 

deputies,  that  hon.  and  learned  aienbcr 

had  instanced  an  officer  in  the  army.     Bat 

the  comparison  was  most  onfortnnale  ;  for 

if  an  officer  in  the  army  had  acted  as  the 

holder  of  West  India  offices,  and  when 

the  war  broke  out,  and  his  regiment  vras 

ordered  on  foreign  service,  he  remained 

at  home,  would  not  the  crown  take  away 

his  commission  from  him,  and  giTe  it  te 

another  who  should  perform  its  doties? 

Even  the    learned  master    in   Chndoffj 

himself,  if  be  should  go  to  another  cooolry* 

and  never  come  near  his  office,  nronld  he 

think  himself  duly  intitled  to  coilthiae  m 

the  receipt  of  its  profits  ?  The  first  object, 

however,  which  the  papers  he  now  moved 

for  would  enable  him  to  attain,  woold  bs^ 

the  ascertaining  whether   the   ofices  ia 

question  were  really  patent  places  or  boI* 

On  this  knowledge   further  proceediMt 

might  be  founded.     As  those  papers  woeM 

be  very  numerous,  he  had  made  a  selectieo, 

confining  himself  to    certain    offices  ia 

certain  colonies. 

He  then  moved,  "That  an  humble  Ad* 
dress  be  presented  to  his  royal  highnen 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be  gra* 
ciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  Copies  of 
all  letters  patent,  commissions,  or  other 
instruments,  under  aiid  by  virtue  of  which 
the  several  appointments  in  his  Majesty's 
colonies  hereafter  mentioned  have  been 
made ;  viz.  the  right  hon.  sir  Evan  No* 
pean,  hart,  as  clerk  of  the  crown  and 
peace  in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  add  as 
chief  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  ii|  the 
same  island  ;  John  King  as  naval  officer 
of  the  same  island  ;  sir  Tliomas  Cupel  ne 
secretary,  registrar,  and  receiver  general 
of  Berbice ;  John  Augustus  Suhiven,  as  au- 
cretary,  registrar,  end  receiver  of  Dtme* 
rara;  Charles  Greville  as  naval  offioor  of 
Demerara  and  £sse<|uibo;  Cbarloe  Qm* 
ville  as  secretary,  registrar,  and  «lcrk«f 
the  council  of  the  island  of  Tobago  ;  llinl 
George  Seymour  at  naval  officer  of  Bk 
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Croix,  tnd  as  harbmir  mailer  of  the  same : 
Adam  Gordon  as  cranage  matter  aM 
pauger  of  the  island  of  St.  Croix;  sir 
Walter  James,  bart.  as  rendae  master  of 
Burinam ;  sir  James  Athol  Wood  as  vendae 
master  of  Cera^oa ;  the  hon.  Morton 
Eden  as  fendue  master  of  Demerara  and 
Essequibo ;  and  Robert  Richard  Wuod  as 
vendue  master  of  the  islaml  of  Malta/' 

Mr.  Goulbum  wished  to  correct  an 
error  into  which  the  hon.  gantleman  had 
fallen,  tlirough  want  of  sufficient  intimacy 
with  West  India  affairs.  He  seemed  to 
Imagine,  that  a  safiog  to  the  state  would 
arise  from  the  confiscations  he  proposed ; 
whereas,  in  fact,  no  money  saved  by  the 
suppression  of  offices  could  be  transferred 
into  the  consojidated  fond,  onless  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  succeed  in  perauading 
the  assemblies  which  governed  the  several 
islands  to  vote  that  money  exactly  in  the 
manner  he  wished.  He  certainly  did  not 
pretend  to  know  what  their  sentinlents 
would  be  on  that  subject ;  but  he  ifias  well 
awane,  that  those  assemblies  had  always 
been  found  very  unwilling  to  admit  any 
external  inlerferenee  in  their  domestic 
concerns. 

Mr.  Creaxy  explained.  His  great  ob- 
ject was  to  abolish  those  offices  ;  as  they 
were  places  of  patronage  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  instruments  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Grant  wished  the  consideration  of 
the  Colonial  Bill  to  be  put  oii  till  Thursday, 
when  these  returns  might  be  made. 

The  motion  wastheh  put  end  agreed  to, 
and  an  Address  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  production 
of  the  papers. 

ElbctionsExpbiicbBill.]  Mr.  Doag/es 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more  ef 
fectuftlly  preventing  charge  and  expence 
in  the  elections  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament.  The  hon.  member,  in  a  tone 
of  voice  scarcely  audible  in  the  gallery, 
proceeded  to  explain  the  natore  of  the 
measure  he  was  about  to  introduce.  His 
object  was,  to  restrict,  or  rather  to  prevent, 
the  payment  of  their  expcnces  te  what 
were  called  out»veterS|  not  resident  in  the 
borough  when  the  election  took  place. 
He  thought  that  seme  apdegy  was  in  the 
first  instance  necessary  for  having  ven* 
tnred  to  undertake  a  subject  of  such  great 
importance  to  all  classes  of  the  cemmu* 
nity— >It  not  anirequently  happened,  that 
while  the  older  mod  more  experienced 
■leoibert  of  parlianient  were  tuUy  i 


ployed  upotiqtMationlof  political  economy 
that  affected  the  immediate  iutaresta  of 
the  state,  younger  and  less  able  haodb 
were  in  a  situation  .to  propose  some  altera^ 
tion  in  leas  obvious  and  montentooi^ 
though  not  ultjmatoly  less  important  aub^ 
jects  of  legislation.  From  particular  cir* 
cumsunces  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  de» 
tail,  his  attention  bad  been  particularly 
directed  to  the  question  now  before  the 
House  )  end  from  his  connection  with  in* 
di  vidua  Is  for  whose  judgment  he  enters 
tained  high  respect,  he  had  been  able  te 
procure  opiniona  of  ccmsiderable  valu^, 
wbich^  be  hoped  he  might  add,  would 
have  no  little  influence  on  the  House  it* 
self.  Ill -fitted  as  he  was  to  accomplish 
the  task,  he  had  devoted  his  utmost  atten- 
tion to  perform  it ;  and  he  coild  not  avoid 
Caking  this  opportunity  of  exprassiag  hit 
gratitude  to  many  gentlemen  with  wbom 
he  bad  coasmunicated,  for  the  facilities 
they  bed  afi'orded  him  \  for  the  assistance 
they  had  given  him,  by  their  opinions  and 
advice;  and  by  the  indulgence  they  bad 
ahewn  to  his  comparative  incapacity^ 
which  had  emboldened  him  to  endeavour 
to  become  the  organ  of  this  amenilment  of 
the  law.  There  was  one  objection  which 
would  be  likely  to  indispose  many  from 
giving  him  their  aid  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  design  \  he  nseant  the  un- 
willingness that  they  felt  to  innovate 
upon  established  practices.— All  specula- 
tive rashntss  in  the  pursuit  of  some 
doubtful  good,  or  in  the  correction  of  some 
glimmering  of  abuse,  he  was  most  anxious 
to  disclaim  :  such  an  imputation  could 
not  be  laid  to  his  charge  ;  but  there  was  a 
species  of  reform,  which  was  often  the 
very  opposite  to  innovation :  grounded 
upon  old  and  established  principles,  it 
proceedeil  with  caution,  never  venturing 
to  moVe  without  calculating  upon  the 
consequences,  whether  it  would  tend  more 
to  renovate  the  old  and  excellent  system, 
or  to  encourage  and  augment  the  corrup- 
tions which  had  crept  into  it.  Such  a  re- 
form must,  ef  necessity,  be  accompanied 
by  the  good  wishes  and  aaaisfance  of  all 
friends  to  good  order.  It  was  no  insigni- 
ficant undertaking,  thus  early  in  his  poli- 
tical life,  to  commence  the  reformation  of 
the  Hoese  of  Comaaons,  although  he  cer- 
tainly waa  no  advocate  for  what  was  vul- 
garly onderalood  by  the  words  Parlia- 
mentary Refbrm.  By  the  improvement 
be  was  about  to  suggest  ha  was  in  hopes 
of  securing  many  important  advantagea» 
withoat  incorriag  the  danger  that.iMit 
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nccessaiDy  attend  the  sweeping  reforms- 
countenanced  by  some  other  members. 
In  bringing  this  question  under  the  notice 
of  parliament  it  would  be  his  duty,  first,  to 
prove  the  existence  of  the  abuse  he  pro- 
posed to  remedy  ;  and  then  to  state  that 
remedy,  and  to  shew  that  it  would  be 
edectual.  The  hon.  member  then  noticed 
the  proceedings  of  parliament  on  former 
occasions  in  the  repeal,  and  virtual  repeal, 
of  some  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  tx- 
pences  of  elections.  He  referred  also  to 
the  increase  of  the  internal  commerce  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  metropolis,  and  of  the  trading  towns 
of  the  empire,  which  prevented  any 
danger  of  rendering  the  number  of  electors 
too  limited,  by  excluding  the  out-Toters : 
it  seldom,  however,  happened  during  a 
general  election,  that  the  scale  was  not  in 
some  instances  turned  by  the  weight  of 
the  out-voters,  brought  in  by  the  members, 
frequently  at  enormous  and  ruinous 
charges.  He  was  aware  that  he  was  now 
touching  upon  the  most  plausible  and 
popular  objection  to  his  plan;  since  it 
would  foe  urged,  that  he  was  virtually,  if 
not  openly,  disfranchising  a  number  of 
electors  :  if  this  were  the  fact,  this  plan 
would  never  have  been  proposed  by  him, 
or  have  received  his  vote  if  suggested  by 
another.  The  truth  was,  that  such  a  sus- 
picion was  founded  upon  exaggeration  : 
he  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  question^ 
whether  in  fact  the  out-vote,  when  pro- 
cured, was  worth  the  cxpence  at  which  it 
was  necessarily  obtained  ;  but  whichever 
way  it  w*as  directed,  it  could  not  counter- 
balance the  attainment  of  a  great  ultimate 
advantage.  There  was  another  much 
more  serious  grievance,  existing  by 
custom,  and  not  by  the  constitution,  ori- 
ginating in  the  electors,  viz.— that  the  re- 
presented had  no  opportunity  of  looking 
round  and  selecting  the  representative  who 
they  thought  would  be  most  likely  to 
guard  and  maintain  their  interests.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  state  any  in- 
stances of  this  kind,  since  every  general 
election  supplied  them  ;  there  were  many 
cases  likewise  where  whole  families  had 
been  reduced  to  poverty  by  vain  attempts 
to  obtain  a  seat  in  parliament  which  the 
ancestor  had  held,  and  to  which  ancestor 
the  Hou$-e  was  frequently  hidebted  for 
much  of  its  present  consequence  and  dig- 
nity. It  was  impossible,  as  the  House 
would  see,  to  open  the  doors  of  parlia- 
ment to  some  individuals,  without  ex- 
cluding others;  but  those  who  would  be 
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principally  shut  out  by  his  Bill  would  be 
rilose  to  whom  parliament  was  generally 
least  indebted,     lie  did  not  wish  to  retaia 
those    individuals,   who,   to  use  a  trivial 
phrase,  might  be  said  to  form  the  ready 
money   interest  of  the  coantry,  who  by 
means  of  their  influence,  or  by  the  leDgth 
of   their  purses,    procured    seats   ia   the 
House.      The   hon.  member  then,  in  an 
almost  inaudible  voice,  directed  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  former   atatota 
made  upon  this  subject,  and   to  the^  pre* 
vious  resolution  of    parliament,    that  ho 
elector  for  his  expences  should  be  allowed 
more  than  the  sum  of  10/.     This  resola- 
tion  had  been  always  evaded,  and  the  re* 
suit  was  the  passing  of  the  Act  he  had 
referred  to.     If  terms  were,  ever  unequi- 
vocal, those  employed  in  that  statute  moit 
be  so  considered  :  the  title  was  "  An  Act 
to    prevent   charge  and  expence   in  the 
Election    of    I\i embers    of  Parliament," 
nearly    similar    to   that    which    ha    had 
adopted.     It  was  there  stated  as  fully  and 
clearly  as  possible,  that  the  payment  of  any 
part  of  the  expences  of  any  elector  shall 
be  unlawful ;  and  it  was  utterly  impossible 
that  in  such  a  Bill  exceptions  shoald  be 
included   which  would   defeat   the  Tcry 
object  that  the  measure  had  in  view.    In 
the  year  17U3,  when  lord  Mahon  presested 
a  Bill  containing  the  same  or  similar  pro^ 
visions,  it  was  rejected,  chiefly  bii  the  au- 
thority of  lord  Mans6eld ;  and  that  great 
authority  opposed  it  solely  on  the  ground,' 
that  the  law,  as  it  then  stood,  withont  this 
addition,  was  adequate  to  the  purpose.     So 
confirmed  was  he  in  this  opinion,  that  he 
objected  to  a  clause  proposed  respocting 
the  mere  conveyance  of  the  voters,  be- 
cause he  said  it  might  lead  to  endless  cor- 
ruption.   This  decision  was  strengthened 
by  the  opinion  of  lord  chief  justice  Eyre, 
in  a  case  which  he  decided  upon  this  im« 
portant  subject.     The  same  judgment  bad 
been  given  by  eminent  lawyers  whereter 
the  question  was  brought  before  them,  bat 
the  determinations  of  committees  of  the 
House  had  not  been  conformable  to  it. 
The  first  committee    before    whom    the 
point  was  in  issue,  was  ia  the  case  of  the 
Worcester  Election  in  1775;  where  it  was 
decided,  that  to  pay  a  reasonable  anm  for 
the  expences  of  out- voters  was  not  bribery* 
The  next  cause  was  that  of  Mr.  Cater ; 
where  it  was  contended,  that  the  most  paU 
phble  bribery  had  been  committed,  under 
colour    of    defraying    needful    charges. 
Another  case  still  stronger,  was  that  of 
Barnstaple.    The  consequence  of  this  dis« 
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crepancy  was,  that  an  opinion  now  gene- 
rally prevailed,  though  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  the  positive  enactment,  that  the 
payment  of  expences  was  legal.  This  no- 
tion had  been  acted  upon  at  every- gene- 
ral election ;  and  as  it  was  possible  that 
many  elections  might  take  place  before  a 
court  of  law  could  decide  again  upon  the 
point,  it  was  fit  that  an  enactment  should 
pass  the  House  of  Commons,  to  set  the 
subject  in  a  distinct  and  indubitable  point 
of  view.  This  sentiment  had  been  enter- 
tained by  many  persons  who  had  at  pre- 
vious times  taken  in  hand  this  subject: 
lord  Mahon,  who,  in  consequence  of  it, 
brought  in  his  Bill  in  1783,  carried  it 
through  the  lower  House.  The  next  at- 
tempt to  regulate  and  restrict  this  practice, 
was  made  by  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  in 
1807,  in  whose  bands  he  wished  the  pre- 
sent Tpeasure ;  but  that  was  a  declaratory 
measure,  while  the  one  he  (Mr.  Douglas) 
suggested  was  an  enacting  Bill  :  his 
friend's  plan  extended  to  counties  as  well 
as  to  boroughs  ;  yet,  in  considering  this 
question,  although  he  (Mr.  D.)  deemed  it 
equally  illegal  to  pay  the  expences  of 
voters  at  county  elections,  if  it  could  be 
avoided,  yet  several  reasons  bad  induced 
him  not  to  include  that  subject  in  tbe 
measure  he  now  proposed.  He  did  not 
think  himself  justified  in  interfering  with 
the  rights  of  freeholders  who  might  be 
rpsident  on  their  estates  in  distant  parts  of 
the  count  V,  and  who  had  besides  such  sort 
of  establishment  there,  as  generally  not  to 
be  influenced  so  much  by  corrupt  motives. 
Having  thus  endeavoured  to  prove  the 
policy  and  necessity  of  this  measure,  he 
should  say  little  more  than  to  express  his 
surprise  how  it  was  possible  that  many 
individuals,  who  were  inclined  to  support 
the  Acts  against  treating,  conid  disap- 
prove, as  he  had  heard  ihey  did,  of  the 
Bill  he  wished  to  introduce.  The  other 
statutes  were  passed  to  prevent  charges 
upon  tbe  member,  and  influence  upon  the 
voter  ;  and  why  should  they  not  second 
this  attempt  to  render  them  more  effectual  ? 
Did  they  imagine  that  this  new  law  would 
infringe  the  privileges  of  electors?  but, 
iiowever  sacred  they  might  hold  them, 
they  could  not  allow  those  privileges, 
falsely  so  called,  to  destroy  and  corrupt 
the  great  sources  of  the  liberty  of  tbe 
nation.  Do  they  think  that  the  represen- 
tation would  l)c  more  free  and  unbiassed 
by  tbe  payment  of  tbe  electors  ?  if  so,  they 
ought  to  be  the  enemies  to  all  kinds  of  re- 
strictions on  bribery.    This  measure  only 


carried  a  little  further  a  principle  which 
had  been  often  recognized.  When  his 
Bill  should  be  before  the  House,  and  the 
provisions  were  known  and  duly  appre- 
ciated, he  did  not  despair  of  the  support 
even  of  the  decided  enemies. of  the  treating 
Acts.  Tbe  great  object  <he  proposed  to 
himself  was,  the  removal  of  the  uncer- 
tainty that  at  present  existed — and  cer- 
tainty being  the  main  end  of  all  civil 
policy,  he  should  feel  it  bis  duty,  if  he  was 
defeated  in  this  attempt,  to  follow  the  vic- 
torious steps  of  some  distinguished  leader, 
who,  rather  than  leave  the  subject  dubious 
and  vague,  as  at  present,  would  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  declare  the  payment  of  expences  to 
out- voters  necessary  and  legal.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  permission  to  bring 
in  a  Bill^  for  the  more  effectually  prevent- 
ing charge  and  expence  in  the  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried ;  and 
Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Tierney,  and  Mr.  Rose, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  Bill.  The  nomination  of  the  latter 
gentleman  to  assist  in  a  reform  in  parlia« 
menti  excited  a  general  laugh. 

Petition  op  Mr.  St.  John  Priest.] 
Mr.  Whitbread  presented  a  Petition  of 
St.  John  Priest,  clerk,  master  of  the  en- 
dowed school  at  Scarning,  in  Norfolk, 
rector  of  Reepham  cum  Kerdiston,  in  the 
said  county,  and  vici^r  of  Parham,  with 
Hacbeston  annexed,  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk ;  staling  the  particulars  of  his  case ; 
and  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioner  has 
been  summoned  to  appear  in  the  court  of 
Common  Picas  to  answer  to  Mr.  William 
Wright,  who  sues  for  penalties  said  to  be 
doe  from  the  petitioner  on  account  of 
non-residence  upon  either  of  his  livings 
aforesaid  in  the  years  1812  and  1813,  and 
incurred  by  iheAct  of  43  Geo.  3,  c.  84 ; 
and  praying  for  relief. 

The  Speaker  reprobated  tbe  manner  in 
which  many  petitions  were  presented, 
with  the  whole  undigested  mass  of  letters 
and  affidavits  on  which  they  were  founded, 
instead  of  an  abstract  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Whitbread  explained. 

Mr.  Baihurst  was  aware,  that  there  were 
many  cases  full  as  hard  as  those  which  he 
had  already  mentioned,  or  as  the  present. 
He  described  that  of  a  clergyman  who 
had  a  bouse  in  the  country  ;  and  on  ap- 
plying to  take  a  licence  to  go  there,  re- 
ceived a  letter,  stating  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary. Yet  Mr.  Wright  had  returned 
him  among  the  non-residients. 
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Mr.  C.  W,  Wynne  adhered  to  the  maxim» 
that  we  should  not  take  advantage  of  our 
being  in  the  wrong.  Those  who  hniJ  in- 
curred the  penalty  could  not  ccrt-iinly 
bring  that  aa  a  reason  why  they  shonhl 
be  excused  paying  the  coHtst :  neither,  if 
brought » ought  it  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  l^cston  was  ready,  for  one,  to  in- 
troduce some  clause  into  the  Bill  now 
pending,  by  which  the  prosecuted  parties 
should  he  empowered  to  bring  their  case 
before  a  jury,  and  to  produce  the  evi. 
dence  required.  If  they  were  found  guitiy 
of  panJonabie  neglect  <u)ly,  then  they 
might  be  relieved  from  the  payment 
both  of  the  penalty  and  of  the  costs. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  thought  this  would 
only  add  to  the  ditfjcuhy.  In  that  ca»e, 
the  law  expenceft  of  the  trial  would  fall 
on  the  in^lividual;  and  he  very  much 
doubted,  whether  they  might  not  prove  | 
heavier  than  the  costs,  which  he  would 
originally,  though  perhaps  unjustly,  have 
bad  to  pay. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


Mayo  Petition.]  Mr,  Wetherall  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  petitionerR 
against  the  return  from  the  county  of 
MayA ;  praying  that  the  time  for  receiv* 
ing  the  recognizances  appointed  to  be  en- 
tered into  should  be  enlarged. 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  this  was  a  Peti- 
tion from  certain  individuals  in  the  county 
of  Mayo,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  facts  Terified  on  oath,  to 
shew  cause  why  their  time  should  be  en- 
larged for  entering  into  the  recognizances 
dcmnnded  from  them.  The  Act  said,  that 
such  indulgence  could  not  be  granted  un- 
less it  should  appear  to  that  House,  by 
facts  slated  and  verified  upon  oath,  "  That 
the  applicants  were  entitled  to  it.''  This 
was  <:\acily  what  the  present  petitioners 
wished  to  do.  They  offered  to  state  facts 
to  the  House,  verified  bv  affidavits.  As 
far  as  he  could  recollect,  the  House  was 
not  ill  the  habit  of  receiving  affidavits, 
taken  out  of  doors,  unl«^ss  some  member 
should  be  at  baad  to  give  a  proper  expla- 
nation, or  the  parties  shouUi  be  called  to 
tbc  bar  to  be  examined. 

Mr.  liuihunt  thought  that,  althoagh  not 
exactly  conMstent  ivith  practice,  it  woald 
be  hard  not  to  take  the  oath  of  the  pe- 
titioners, but  to  examine  them  at  tlie  bar 
of  the  House.  If  that  course  were  adopt- 
ed, it  could  not  be  known  where  it  would 
stop. 

IT 
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Mr.  C.  jr.  Wynne  thought  an  examination 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  the  most  proper 
course. 

Mr.  Bankis  said,  the  House  would  be 
departing  from  the  course  adopted  in  cues 
relating  to  the  expences  ot  their  own 
members.  If  the  evidence  on  oath  were 
of  that  kiud  that  on  the  face  of  it  no  sus* 
picion  could  arise,  then  he  should  say  that 
to  receive  affidavits  would  be  complying 
with  the  sense  of  the  act  of  parliament. 
He  thought  there  were  many  and  grave 
reasons  for  the  House  not  departing  from 
their  usual  practice* 

Tlie  Speaker  stated,  that  the  same  words 
occured  in  the  Election  Act  of  the  12th  of 
the  King,  relating  to  excuses  from  mem- 
bers on  account  of  sickness.  The  House 
had  always,  however,  received  evidence 
at  their  bar.  The  petition  might  be  suf- 
fered to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  the  House 
on  a  subsequent  d'^^y  could  come  to  a  de*> 
termination  on  the  course  to  be  adopted 
with  respect  to  it. 

Afer  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wethenll 
and  Mr.  Bankes,  the  petition  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wetherall  presented  a  petition  Qf 
the  same  import  from  the  freeholders  vf 
the  county  of  Mayo,  which  was  alfo  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Suf- 
PLT.J  Mr.  Brogden  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Supply  the  following  Bese- 
lutiont,  which  were  read,  and  agrwed  lo 
by  the  House  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
1,900,000^  be  granted  to  his  Majesty^  ibr 
discharging  interest  on  Exchequer  bills. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  29O.O00/. 
being  the  one  hundredth  part  of  the  saa 
of  29,00(),0(X)/.  of  Exchequer  bills*  autho- 
rized in  the  last  session  of  parlia^ieot  to 
be  issued  and  charged  upon  the  aidi 
granted  in  the  present  session*  and  a  Ibr* 
ther  sum  of  10,0()0/.  in  respect  of  certain 
debentures  issued  by  virtue  of  two  AcU 
of  the  last  sessioo  of  parliament,  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty ;  and  that  the  sMd  aofAPt 
making  together  the  sum  of  SOO/XXM.  be 
issued  and  paid,  by  equal  quarterly  pj^^ 
roenis,  to  the  governor  and  rom|iany  ef 
the  Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  toem 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  commissianew 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national  deltfa 
for  the  year  ending  the  1st  day  of  Fe« 
bruary  1816. 
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HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Wednesday^  March  30. 

The  Clergy  Penalty  Suspension  Bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  under 
the  title  of'*  An  Act  to  continoe,  until  the 
20(h  day  of  May  1B14,  an  Act  passed  in 
Ibis  sesnion  of  parliament,  intituled, '  An 
Act  to  sUy,  until  the  20th  day  of  April 
1814,  proceedings  in  actions  under  an 
Act  passed  in  the  43d  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  to  amend  the  laws  relaiisg  to 
spiritual  persons.^ " 
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Hackney  Poor  Bill.]  A|r.  Mellish 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Hackney 
Poor  Bill. 

Mr.  Ifroiiiiley  said,  this  Bill  contained 
a  clause,  the  principle  of  which  had  often 
before  been  reprobated.  He  certainly 
thought  some  reason  ought  to  be  given, 
why  such  a  clause  was  neces#ary  in  the 
parish  of  Hackney.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, mean  at  present  to  oppose  the  ae* 
cond  reading. 

Mr.  liate  supported  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Bj/f^  said,  if  the  parish  of  Hackney 
did  not  make  out  as  good  a  case  as  those 
parishes  which  had  obtained  similar  Acts, 
he  should  certainly  oppose  it. 

Sir  EgH'ttm  Brydgcs,  though  desirous 
not  to  oppose  a  measure  of  this  nature, 
coold  not  approve  pf  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  MtlUih  was  ready  to  agree^  that 
unless  the  Houie  should  be  convinced  of 
tbe  necessity  for  the  existence  of  the 
claus«  in  question  in  the  Bill,  it  ought  not 
to  be  supported.  But  he  could  npt  see 
why  the  parish  of  Hackney,  which  was  in 
a  similar  situation  with  the  16  or  17  ad- 
joining parishes,  all  of  which  had  obtained 
Acts  containing  claoses  of  the  nature  of 
that  now  objected  to,  should  be  put  on  a 
different  footing  from  its  oeighbours. 

Sir  Samuel  RamiUy  wiak^d  the  bon. 
member  to  inform  the  House,  what  there 
was  peculiar  in  the  parish  of  Hackney, 
that  the  inhabitants  should  not  be  subject 
to  the  same  laws  which  prevailed  through- 
out  the  other  parishes  of  the  kingdom. 
The  hon.  gentleman  bad  said  that  similar 
enactments  had  been  obtained  in  the  16 
or  1 7  adjacent  parishes.  This  might  be 
the  case,  but  how  did  it  afiect  the  parish 
of  Hackney  ?  He  was  not  desirous  of  di- 
viding tbe  House  ;  but  he  thought  it  was 
incumbent  on  those,  who  brought  forward 
a  Bill  so  injurious  to  the  lower  orders  of 
people,  to  show  what  was  peculiar  in  this 
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parish  which  required  to  particular  a  law. 
There  were  10,000  parishes  in  this  king- 
dom ;  and  by  introducing  in  this  munner« 
one  law  for  one  parish,  and  another  for  a 
different  parish,  the  greatest  coo/usion  and 
uncertainty  would  prevail  throughout  tbe 
country.  These  Poor  Bills  were  in  gene- 
ral passed  in  silence.  Tbe  House  would 
be  astonished  were  they  to  know  all  the 
Bills  which  they  had  passed.  They  were 
not  aware  of  the  laws  which  they  had 
inade  for  particular  parishes.  It  might  be 
right  to  make  the  landlord  pay  the  poor's 
ratef,  and  to  place  him  under  the  necessity 
of  recovering  again  from  his  tenants ;  but 
if  such  a  measure  were  necessary,  why 
confine  it  to  the  parish  of  Hackney,  and 
not  extend  it  throughout  the  kingdom  ? 
There  was  not  a  parish  throughout  the 
country,  which  did  not  contain  persons  of 
the  peculiar  decription  alluded  to  in  this 
Bill  ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
same  law  ought  not  to  prevail  in  all  those 
other  parishes  as  in  this.  But  the  House 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
this  question  more  fully  after  the  recess, 
and  the  general  sense  of  the  House  might 
then  be  taken.  He  thought,  therefore,  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  should  be  put 
off*  till  tbe  first  Thursday  after  the  recess. 

Mr.  WrotietUy  obferved,  that  when  he 
spoke  before,  he  did  not  know  that  a  Bill 
had  been  framed  according  to  a  report  be- 
fore tbe  House. 

Mr.  Mdluh  wished  the  learned  gentle* 
man  (sir  S.  Romilly)  to  give  his  attendance 
in  the  committee,  when  the  clause  objectr 
ed  to  should  be  introduced.  Tbe  delay 
required  might  be  of  great  detriment  to 
the  parish  of  Hackney.  In  answer  to 
what  had  been  urged  respecting  the  neces- 
sity for  the  clause,  he  could  aay  that 
1,880/.  could  only  be  collected  from  4,760 
houses*  This  Bill  was  brought  in  by  pe- 
titioners who  paid  20^000/.  of  poor's  rates; 
another  Bill  was  to  be  brought  in  bv  a 
part  of  the  parish  that  paid  a  much  smaller 
proportion  ;  and  if  the  delay  proposed 
should  take  place,  the  second  Bill  would 
have  the  precedence. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr«  Wetherall, 
sir  S.  Romilly,  and  Mr.  Rose,  tbe  House 
divided  ; 

For  the  second  reading  37  ;  Against  it 
36;  Majority  in  favour  of  the  second 
reading  1. 

The  Speech  of  Mr*  Spbarsh.]  Mr. 
Carixvright,  seeing  a  right  hon.  gentleoian 
in  his  place,  bagged  to  be  informed  whet 
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day  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  noble 
lord  his  friend  (Morpelb^)  for  the  motion 
renpecting  the  late  Address  of  the  Speaker 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  replied,  that  Friday  the 
22d  of  April  had  been  chosen  ;  as  it  was 
supposed  that  by  that  day  the  sitting  of 
the  various  quarter  sessions  would  be  con- 
cluded. 

Mr.  Cariwright  was  of  opinion,  that 
many  members  could  not  be  returned  and 
in  their  places  by  that  early  day.  He 
apprehended  too,  that  any  notice  for  a 
call  of  the  House  for  the  22d  of  April 
would  be  shorter  than  custom  required. 

Mr.  Ponsonbf  replied,  that  more  than 
three  weeks  notice  would  be  allowed;  and 
be  knew  that  from  particular  circum- 
stances it  would  not  be  convenient  to  his 
noble  friend  to  fix  a  later  day  for  his  mo- 
tion. The  Monday  succeeding  would  be 
the  furthest  possible  postponement. 

Mr.  Cartwright  remarked,  that  adjourn- 
ments had  recently  been  made  for  the 
convenience  of  the  attendance  of  the  Irish 
members  ;  and  he  hoped  that  this  slight 
accommodation  to  the  general  wish  of 
country  members  would  not  be  resisted. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  denied  that  adjournments 
had  at  any  time  been  made  solely  for  the 
convenieHce  of  the  Irish  members.  He 
saw  no  adequate  reason  for  postponing  the 
subject  beyond  the  22d  of  April. 

Mr.  Cariwright  moved  that  the  House 
should  be  called  over  on  the  22d  of  April. 

Mr.  Ponsanby  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
second  the  motion,  since  it  met  with  his 
entire  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
shape  in  which  this  important  question 
would  be  brought  before  it ;  nor  ought 
the  distinguished  individual  who  was  the 
subject  of  it  to  be  taken  by  surprise* 

Mr.  Potuonhy,  I  beg  to  take  the  liberty 
of  saying,  that  not  only  is  there  no  dispo- 
sition to  take  the  distinguished  individual, 
whose  speech  is  to  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, by  surprise ;  but  that  no  question 
can  easily  come  before  this  House  which 
would  take  the  hon*  member  in  question 
by  surprise. 

Mr.  Bankes  answered,  that  no  member 
of  the  House,  in  a  question  of  a  personal 
nature  like  the  present,  ought  to  be  taken 
by  surpriMe.  He  also  begged  to  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  that  the  situation  of 
things,  in  which  the  high  individual  in 
question  was  flow  placea,  had  never  oc- 
curred, and  would  oeTer  hare  been  per- 


The  Speech  qfMr.  ^teaker. 


[9BB 


mitted  to  have  occurred,  with  regard  to 
any  other  person. 

Mr.  Tierney  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  state,  that  he  knew  it  to  be  tbe  inieii* 
tion  of  his  noble  friend  (lord  Morpeth)  lo 
communicate  to  the  Speaker,  personally, 
the  nature  of  the  motion  he  intended  to 
submit,  a  sufficient  time  before  the  22d 
April,  to  enable  him  to  meet  it  In  any 
way  that  he  might  deem  expedient.  But 
was  it  ever  heard,  until  this  nighty  that 
the  House  was  previously  to  be  pot  in 
possession  of  the  terms  of  the  motion  ?  A 
notice  had  been  given,  that  Mr.  Speaker's 
speech,  on  a  certain  occasion,  woold  bt 
taken  into  consideration  on  ft  cer- 
tain  day,  and  the  Speaker  be  inform- 
ed in  due  time  of  the  nature  of  the  1116- 
tioii :  this  was  all  that  in  candonr  or 
courtesy  could  be  required,  and  all  that 
had  ever  been  done. 

Mr.  Baihurst  maintained,  that  it  was  by 
no  means  unusual  to  state  to  the  Houit 
the  nature  of  a  motion  which  waa  to  be 
made  on  a  day  a  fortnight  or  more  aob- 
sequent.  He  begged  to  ask  whether  a 
single  instance  could  be  produced  where 
a  question  of  privilege  had  been  hung  up 
like  the  present  ?  He  required  to  be  in- 
formed also,  whether  there  ever  Wfts  a 
case  before,  where,  after  a  delay  to  long^ 
the  individual  who  was  to  introduce  the 
subject  had  not  made  up  his  mind  apon 
the  precise  nature  of  the  motion  he  would 
submit  to  the  House?  It  waa  not  yet 
known  what  sort  of  complaint  wua  to  be 
made  against  the  speech  of  the  right  hen. 
gentleman.  The  noble  lord  had  not  jet 
determined  what  his  motion  fhonid  be: 
was  be  not  resolved  upon  the  general 
bearing  and  effect  of  it }  Tbe  Houae  ought 
not  to  be  satisfied  with  a  gueaa  al  the 
terms  of  a  motion  on  so  importunft  u  aub* 
ject. 

Mr.  C  Wynne  observed,  that  tbe  whole 
of  this  dispute  arose  from  the  novel  and 
unconstitutional  doctrine  which  had  of 
late  years  been  introduced,  that  it 
necessary  to  give  a  notice  before  a 
was  made.  There  was  no  parliftmentarf 
rule  for  any  such  proceedings;  it  waa  an 
innovation  destructive  of  the  priirilegea  ef 
members,  and  ought  to  be  abolished.  The 
original  reason  for  giving  a  notice  wua^  to 
collect  a  sufficient  attendance  on  the  duT 
the  subject  was  to  be  discussed  ;  but  tt 
was  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  indiTi* 
dual,  whether  he  would  or  would  not  give 
it.  If  it  was  contended  that  the  Ho 
bad  a  right  to  expect  it,  he  distinctly 
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expressly  denied  it.  He  protested  warm- 
ly agaiost  the  system  of  catechising  and 
reqairing  the  exact  words  of  a  motion  to 
be  mad^  on  a  sabseqaentday.  If,  when 
the  motion  was  introduced,  time  was 
wanted  for  considerins  it,  if  the  member 
refused  to  postpone  it,  the  House  had 
then  the  power  to  adjourn  the  considera- 
tion of  it  to  a  future  day ;  but  it  had  no 
power  to  controul  a  member  in  making  a 
motion  at  any  time  he  thought  it  expe- 
dient, without  previous  communication. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer,  The 
House  should  recollect  that  the  character 
of  an  individual  occupying  the  most  dis* 
iinguished  place  in  this  House,  is  involved 
in  the  motion  proposed  to  be  made  on  a 
future  day.  No  doubt,  the  noble  lord 
and  his  friends  have,  before  this  time, 
made  their  determination  upon  the  form 
of  the  motion  they  will  adopt.  This,  1 
apprehend,  is  the  first  time  that  any 
member  bat  been  allowed  to  bring  for- 
ward a  personal  charge.  [The  word 
'  allowed'  was  echoed  from  many  parts  of 
the  House,  and  considerable  contusion  was 
created  by  the  employment  of  it  by  Mr. 
Vansittort.] 

Mr.  Ci  Wynne.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
order.  Surely  this  House  will  not  endure 
to  be  told,  that  a  member  is  not  to  be 
'  allowed'  to  make  any  motion  at  any 
time  he .  thinks  proper.  (Hear,  hear, 
bear!]^It  is  the  right,  the  undoubted 
right,  of  every  member,  and  I  call  the 
right  hon,  gentleman  to  order. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer.  If  it 
be  the  right  of  any  member,  the  House 
will  take  care  that  no  motion  is  brought 
forward  and  decided  without  due  delibe- 
ration. It  is  true,  that  the  House  has  the 
remedy  in  its  own  hands,  by  adjourning 
the  subject ;  but  it  may  not  be  prudent 
to  compel  the  House  to  exert  its  right  in 
this  respect. 

Mr.  Whiibread.  When  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  talks  of '  allowing*  members  to 
bring  forward  motions,  he  seems  to  forget 
that  it  is  the  undisputed  right  of'  any 
member  even  to  bring  forward  an 
impeachment,  and  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  without  notice^  (Hear,  hear  !)— If 
any  thing  could  deter  my  noble  friend 
from  doing  that  which  courtesy  only  re- 
quires, it  would  be  the  employment  of 
such  a  term  as  '  allowed'.  Were  I  placed 
in  the  situation  of  the  noble  lord,  it  would 
operate  strongly  upon  my  mind  not  to  do 
•Ten  the  courtesy  of  communicating  my 
notion,  leal  it  should  io  future  be  constm- 


ed  into  a  doty  (hear,  hear  !)•    Even  with, 
regard  to  the  very  individual  now  in  the, 
chair,  it  is  not  unprecedented  to  make  a 
motion  without  the  notice  of  a  moment,  at 
the^ conclusion  of  adebate.    It  will  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  only  a 
few  sessions  ago,  when  an  imputation  was 
supposed    to    have   been  cast  upon   the 
Speaker,  an  hon.  gentleman,  then  secre- 
tary of  state,  without  notice,  on  the  very 
evening   that    the    imputation  was  cast, 
submitted  to  the  House  a  complimentary 
proposition  upon  the  subject.     It  is  true, 
that  the  motion  of  m^  noble  friend  will 
be  rather  of  an  opposite  nature ;  but  the 
same  reasoning  applies ;  and  it  might  have 
been  argued  then,  with  as  much  reason  as 
the  contrary  is  contended  now,  that  the 
House  should  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
precise  words  in  which  the  vole  of  com- 
mendation of  the  Chair  was  couched.    I 
protest  against  any  such  practice ;    and 
were  I  the  noble  lord,  I  would  not  com- 
municate my  motion  even  to  the  Speaker, 
one  day  earlier,  but  perhaps  some  days 
later,  in  consequence  of  this  attempt  to 
draw  out  the  very  terms  of  the  motion. 
Whon    the    hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Cart- 
wright]  talked  of  previous  adjournments, 
did  he  mean  to  say  that  they  were  made 
merely  for  the  convenience  of  the  Irish 
members  ?    It  is  impossible.  A  noble  vis* 
count  (Castlereagb)  now  absent  took  part 
in  the  discussions  on  those  occasions :   hit 
manner  was  not  very  similar  to  the  tone 
employed  by  his  representatives  to-day  ; 
and  I  lament  that  they  have  not  now  the 
benefit  of  his  assistance;    if  they  had, 
they  would  never  have  been  so  unwise  as 
to  take  the  high  ground  they  h^ve   as- 
sumed on    this    occasion ;   from    which 
they  have  been  tumbled,  partly  by  their 
own  weakness,  and  incapacity  to,  maintain 
themselves  any  where ;  and  partly  by  the 
slippery   and    untenable    nature    of   the 
ground  on  which  they  ventured  to  tread. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Vansittart)  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  a  member  should  not  b^  allowed 
to  make  a  motion,  but  that  the  House 
would  never  permit  such  a  subject  to  be 
discussed  without  due  deliberation.  It 
was  not  a  question,  whether  a  member 
should  be  allowed  to  exert  his  privileges. 
He  knew  the  noble  lord  (Morpeth)  too 
well,  to  think  he  would  do  any  thing  in- 
consistent with  the  most  honourable  con* 
duct. 

Mr.  PoMomby,  without  deciding  what 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant  by  the 
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employment  of  the  offensive  word  'allow/ 
expressed  his  conviction  that  his  noble 
friend  would  do  nothing  that  was  incon- 
sistent with  due  courtesy;  bat,  even  tp 
the  Speaker,  he  did  not  know  that  cour- 
tesy wuuid  require  that  the  identical 
words  of  the  intended  motion  should  be 
communicated,  until  it  was  announced  to 
the  whole  House.  As  to  the  general  na- 
ture and  import  of  it,  he  put  it  to  any 
member,  whether  he  could  say  upon  his 
honour  that  he  did  not  know  generally 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  motion  to  be 
proposed  on  the  22nd  of  April.  No  man  of 
common  sense  could  be  ignorant  that  it 
was  rather  disapproving  than  approving 
the  address  of  the  Speaker.  It  he  had 
had  it  in  his  power  then  to  read  the  mo- 
tion, he  would  not,  after  what  had  been 
said,  indulge  the  curiosity  of  the  other 
side  of  the  House. 


Ships.]  A  Petition  of  several  agents  to 
owners  of  ships  and  vessels  built  in  the 
territories  of  his  Majesty  sitosted  in  the 
East  Indies,  was  presented  »nd  reed; 
setting  forth,  that  the  petitiooere  heve 
ever  maintained  the  right  to  hare  thcte 
ships  registered,  and  that  right  hes  never 
been  denied  when  the  documenU  required 
by  law  could  be  produced  ;  and  that,  by 
an  Act  passed  in  the  2dth  year  of  bis 
present  Majesty,  it  was  enacted,  that  ahipi 
should  be  registered  by  certain  officert 
therein  named)  which,  by  retton  of  India 
being  under  the  immediate  management 
and  controul  of  the  East  Indie  CcHUpuy, 
did  not  there  exist,  and  the  regiateri  have 
consequently  been  made  in  the  port  of 
London,  to  the  great  loss  and  inconve- 
nience of  the  owners,  and  which  will  be 
experienced  in  a  still  greater  degrte  now 
that  the  trade  is  open  to  all  Briiiah  nb- 


Mr.  Courtcnay  said,  that  he,  for  one,  was  jects ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  infermed 
really  very  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  several  ship-builders  on  the  river  Thames, 
motion  of  the  noble  lord.  It  might  be  '  desirous  of  establishing  a  monofYoly,  ha?e 
for  a  supposed  breach  of  privilege,  or  |  made  representations  to  the  House,  with  a 
misconduct  in  the  exercise  of  a  privilege  ;  view  to  exclude  ships  built  in  the  British 
or  one  or  both  of  them.  It  was  of  consi- 
derable importance,  in  his  view,  that  the 


territories  in   the  East  Indies  from  Iheif 

just  and  undoubted  right  of  regiatry  ;  and 

House  should  be  informed  more  particu-    praying,  that  the   House   will   take  the 


larly  upon  the  subject. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  What 
I  said  has  been  so  misrepresented,  that  it 
becomes  necessary  for  me  to  give  some 
explanation.  I  meant  to  take  a  distinc- 
tion between  a  notice  and  a  charge  :    no- 


tices  are,    I  admit,    undoubtedly   in  all  \  port  of  these  rights. 


premises  into  consideration,  end  esiaUith 
such  provision  for  registering  theae  ihips 
in  India,  and  declaring  their  lawful  priti- 
legesy  as  the  House  may  think  just  ;  nai 
that  the  petitioners  may  be  heaid,  bj  their 
counsel,  at  the  bar  of  the  Honse,  in 


cases  mere  matters  of  courtesy ;  but  I 
apprehend  that  a  personal  charge  was 
never  discussed  on  the  very  day.  I  allow 
that  any  member  has  a  right  to  lay  an 
impeachment  upon  the  table  without  any 
notice ;  but  the  House  has  never,  I  ap- 
prehend, proceeded  to  investigate  the  ac- 
cusation immediately  and  without  delibe- 
ration. 

Sir  John  Newport  contended,  that  the 
whole  object  of  the  other  side  of  the  House 
had  been  answered  by  putting  the  mem- 
bers in  possession  of  the  speech  from  au- 
thority, by  printing  it.  No  further  object 
could  be  attained  by  publishing  the  precise 
terms  of  the  motion  intended  to  be  made. 

The  question  was  then  put ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  House  should  be  called 
over  on  Friday,  the  22d  of  April. 
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JT^sday,  March  SI. 
Petitio.n  respecting  East  India  built 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  d6  lie 

upon  the  table. 

Petition  for  Leave  to  HtBamr  a 
Petition  for  London  New  STUter.) 
The  House  beinc:  informed.  That  the  ehe- 
riff^  of  the  city  ui*  Lmidon  attended  el  the 
door,  they  were  called  in  ;  and  et  the  har 
presented  to  the  House,  a  Petition  #f  the 
\ou\  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commehe  of 
the  city  of  London  in  common  lomjH 
assembled  : — and  then  they  withdrtivw 

And  the  said  petition  was  read  ;  eeiling 
forth,  that  a  principal  avenue  of  cooanrani* 
cation  between  the  city  of  London  end  tht 
great  north  road,  by  Saint  MAitin*e«io^ 
Grand,  is  much  too  narrow  for  the  intltieacd 
trade  and  population  of  the  metropriitb 
and  very  incommodious  and  dangeroos  in 
passengers;  and  that  the  widening  nnd 
improving  the  said  avenue,  and  making 
proper  communications  therewith,  Md 
also  widening  Foster  lane  contigunei 
thereto,  would  be  of  public  otiKtjj 
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that  the  Pott-office  at  London  is  lery 
confined,  and  tnconveoient  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  eittensive  business  of  that 
branch  of  the  revenae>  and  the  scite  be* 
tween  St.  Martin'ft-le-6rand  and  Foster  lane 
aforesaid  is  a  very  desirable  situation,  where 
commodious  boildings  might  be  erected 
for  the  inland,  foreign,  and  two-pennj  post 
departments  ;  and  the  whole  business  of 
that  great  and  important  national  concern 
conducted  with  facility  and  confenience 
to  the  public  ;  and  that  the  consent  of  the 
lords  commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  trea* 
sury  to  the  said  improvement,  and  pro- 
Tidms  a  situation  for  a  general  post  office 
as  before-mentioned,  could  not  be  obtained 
till  long  since  the  time  fixed  by  the  House 
for  receiving  petitions  for  private  Bills  had 
elapsed ;  and  praying,  that  leave  may  be 
given  to  present  a  Petition  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.«- 
Leave  given. 

Gold  Coin  Bill.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Gold  Coin  Bill.  He  observed,  that 
having  stated  the  nature  and  object  of  the 
measure  on  a  former  occasion,  he  should 
not  trouble  the  House  with  many  explana- 
tions ;  but  he  could  not  help  observing, 
that  its  object  was,  to  prevent  the  gold  coin 
of  the  realm  from  being  sold  at  a  price 
beyond  its  nominal  value.  Hitherto  every 
breach  of  the  law  on  this  subject  had  been 
pursued  under  the  Bill,  and  occasioned  by 
the  Bill  itself;  but  in  future,  although  it 
were  not  possible  to  prevent  offences, 
they  might  be  diminished  ;  as  the  intent 
of  the  Bill  was  not  so  much  the  punishment 
of  crime,  as  the  deterring  from  its  commis- 
sion by  the  fear  of  the  penalty. 

Lord  Polkeaone  did  not  expect  that  what 
he  could  say  would  have  any  mfluence  ; 
but  he  could  not  help  repeating,  that  all 
the  experience  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  fully  justified  the  theoretical  views 
which  had  before  its  enactment  been  ex- 
hibited on  the  subject.  It  appeared  from 
the  prosecutions  in  pursuance  of  the  Act, 
that  the  offences  had  been  committed  by 
persons  entrapped  by  the  informers :  it 
had  not,  therefore,  been  effective  to  the 
prevention  of  crime,  b«t  had  created  an 
offence  for  the  sake  of  punishing  it 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  he  was  certain 
that  a  Bill  of  this  nature  could  not  exist 
without  producing  seriovs  effects  on  the 
coentry.  Much  had  been  said  of  the 
p)od  effecu  that  wootd  result  from  it  in 
lu  former  shape ;    not  any  of  which  had 


appeared.  On  the  contrary,  the  evil  went 
on ;  and  his  right  hon.  friend  opposite  was 
perfectly  non-plus'd  when  called  on  lo  teB 
the  House  what  benefit  it  bad  prodaced. 
It  was  clear  that  he  bad  not  looked  over 
the  Statute-book,  or  he  woold  have  foond 
that  an  Act  to  effect  all  that  was  required 
was  still  in  force.  By  a  law  of  Ireland, 
any  man  who  buys  a  guinea  or  half-a* 
guinea,  at  a  depreciated  price,  is  subject  to 
a  penalty  of  50/. ;  and  if  he  buys  any 
number,  the  penalty  ia  500L  Sk>  that, 
when  the  present  law  has  passed,  any 
person  in  Ireland  may  be  punished  if  be 
purchase  a  guinea  for  either  more  or  less 
than  its  nominal  Taloe.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man contended,  that  this  Act  would  not 
have  been  necessary  if  the  country  were 
not  overbmthened  with  paper  money ;  bot 
at  all  events,  if  it  were  suffered  to  pass, 
the  other  should  be  removed  from  the 
Statute-book, 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  could  see 
no  contradiction  in  telling  the  public  that 
they  might  give  an  exact  fixed  value  for  a 
thing ;  but  that  they  must  not  give  more 
or  less. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

Bill  Poa  Rbculation  op  thk  Em- 
ployment OP  East  India  Shipping.] 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
as  gentlemen  would  probably  wish  to  have 
furtner  information  before  they  debated 
this  subject,  be  would  at  present  merely 
give  an  outline  of  his  intention.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  those  who  directed  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  extend  to  the  East  India  shipping  all 
the  benefits  and  privileges  with  which 
British  ships  were  invested :  it  was,  there- 
fore,  his  intention  to  permit  ships  built  in 
the  East  Indies  to  be  registered  for  China 
and  for  Great  Britain,  but  not  for  general 
foreign  trade.  In  other  respects,  it  waa 
thought  proper  that  these  ships  sbcHild 
be  subject  to  the  same  restriction  as  other 
ships  not  British. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkint  observed,  that  the 
shipping  interest  was  of  great  magnitude, 
and  deserved  the  most  serious  considers 
tion  of  the  House.  For  this  reason,  he 
thought  that  all  the  information  which 
could  be  procured  should  be  laid  before 
the  House.  He  should  move,  therefore, 
for  the  number  of  ships  built  by  the  mer* 
chanu  during  the  last  three  yearn:    there 
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wai  also  another  paper  which  had  for- 
merly been  laid  before  the  Houte  after  the 
battle  of  Camperdown  :  by  irhich  it  ap> 
peared,  that  in  that  eugagement  several 
merchant  shipi  had  been  taken  into  the 
line,  uid  mounted  from  Gi  to  70  guDi.  If 
thii  paper  were  not  itill  upon  the  table  of 
the  Hook,  be  should  wish  it  to  he  again 
produced. 

Mr,  I'rotheroe  agreed  with  the  h on.  alder- 
man, that  on  a  subject  of  snch  importance 
at  the  shipping-interest  of  ihe  conntry,  oo 
measurei  should  be  taken  till  the  fullest 
information  was  obtained. 

The  VkttiKeUoT  of  the  frcAcjiwr  thought 
the  request  of  the  two  preceding  speakers 
highly  reasonable  ;  and  he  conceived 
that  the  best  method  of  effecting  the  ob- 
ject in  view  would  be,  to  appoint  a  select 
committee  as  soon  as  possible  ;  where  any 
information  that  any  gentleman  could  give 
would  be  readily  received. 

General  Goicoigne  suggested,  that  the 
committee  could  huve  nothing  tq  do  till 
aome  papers  were  produced. 

The  CkunceUor  of  ike  Eichequer  said,  that 
there  was  already  a  large  mats  iif  papers, 
and  tbe  coismitLee  might  with  great  pro- 
priety discuss  what  further  papers  would 
be  necessary  for  their  decision. 

The  motion  for  the  papers  wu  then 
■greed  to. 

Clergy  Residence  Bill]  Mr.  BiuAM-tf 
laid,  he  should  reserve  whatever  obierva- 
lioni  he  had  farther  to  make  on  this  Bill, 
and  merely  move  that  it  be  committed  < 
pro  forma  for  to-morrow,  and  re-commiited 
on  Tuesday  next. 

Petitions  or  Ma.  Wrioht.]  Mr. 
Wynne  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  Petition 
from  Mr.  Wright,  the  informer ;  but  he 
had  some  doubts  how  fir  it  could  be  re- 
ceived, on  account  of  the  allegations  of 
the  petition  being  in  print,  in  a  pamphlet 
attached  to  it. 

The  Speaker,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
certainly  the  objection  would  not  be  to 
(he  papers  being  printed ;  but  he  had 
never  heard  of  a  petition's  being  received 
with  the  allegations  attached  to  it.  If 
such  a  circumstance  was  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  any  member,  he  might  state  it. 
Such  a  circumstance  was  not  in  his  own 
recollection.  The  way  was,  to  present  a 
petition,  containing  a  particular  allegation, 
and  begging  that  the  House  would  hear 
evidence  upon  it.  The  House  had  then 
the  option  either  of  going  into  the  case, 
or  of  dismissing  it  at  once. 


Piiitiont  (^Mr.  Wright. 
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Mr,  W.  WyitM  agreed  with  the  doctrine 
of  tbe  chair  ;  but  as  tbe  petition  had  been 
put  into  his  hand  Just  as  h«  waa  coniiDg 
into  the  House,  he  thought  it  better  to 
state  the  circumstance,  and  leave  it  to 
tbeir  discretion.  He  then  moved  that  the 
Petition  might  be  presented  alone. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  Petitioo  re- 
ferred perpetually  to  the  docnmenta  an- 
nexed, and  wu  in  itself  incomplete  and 
unintelligible.  It  would  be  better  for  Mr, 
Wright  to  take  it  back,  and  pat  it  into  a 
more  concise  form. 

Mr.  W.  Wynne  then  preaeoted  anolfaer 
petition  from  William  Wright,  of  Bridge 
Court,  Westminster,  in  the  conoty  of  Slid* 
dlcsex,  gentleman  ;  setting  forth, 

"  That,  in  consequence  of  ■  letter  re* 
ceived  from  the  reverend  Saint  Joho  Priest 
bearing  dale  the  I2tb  day  of  Much  1810^ 
the  right  reverend  the  lord  bishop  of  Har- 
wich, on  the  3ih  day  of  April  falluwin|, 
granted  licences  to  permit  him  to  be  oen- 
resident  for  his  livings  therein  mentioHd; 
and  thai,  with  the  approbation  of  tbe  lord 
bishop  of  Norwich,  the  petitioner  svmie  a 
letter  to  the  said  reverend  Saint  Julia 
Priest,  requesting  to  he  informed  of  the 
state  of  the  parsonage  houses  on  hii  pre- 
ferments, in  order  that  be  mighty  il  _ 
be  saved  the  stamp  duties  on  fail 
licences  ;  and  that,  in  consrtjuence  of  the 
enquiries  made  by  the  peiiiioner,  one  of 
such  licences  was,  as  he  belierea,  iasMd 
for  a  cause  which  exempted  the  sam 
from  such  duly;  and  that  the  said  licence^ 
so  granted  on  tbe  5th  of  April  1810,  conti- 
nued in  force  for  two  years,  and  renuioed 
in  the  custody  of  the  petitioner,  ■■  be  be- 
lieves, until  in  or  about  the  month  of  April 
mil,  when,  after  repealed  applicationa 
for  the  fees  due  to  the  petitioner  tbarcon, 
being  at  length  paid,  the  same  were  aent 
by  tbe  petitioner  to  the  reverend  SaiM 
John  Priest,  in  pursuance  of  bis  direcliODa; 
and  he  believes  tbe  same  were,  in  doe 
course,  received  by  him,  the  petitioner  not 
having  hearii,  from  that  time  ontil  tbe 
time  of  bis  petition  being  presented  to  the 
House,  that  the  same  were  iM>t  regnlaftj 
delivered  ;  and  that  the  licence*  to  Hot 
to  the  said  reverend  Saint  John  Prieit  ex* 
pired  on  tbe  5th  day  of  April  1813,  and 
no  application  was  made  for  their  roDewal 
until  after  the  petitioner  bid  commenced 
an  action  at  law  against  him  for  recoTory 
of  the  penalty  to  which  he  had  expMM 
himsell,  that  ii  to  say,  in  (he  month  of 
October  1813;  and  praying,  that  Uw 
reverend  Saint  John  Prieit  nay  be  Mlli4 
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upon  by  the  House  to  sobstantiate  the 
allegations  contained  in  his  said  petition  ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  may  be  at  liberty 
to  adduce  such  evidence  in  opposition 
thereto  at  the  bar  of  the  House  as  he  may 
be  advised. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  'the  table. 

Frbbhold  £stat£s.]  Sir  S,  RomUly 
rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  make  the  freehold  estates  of  persons 
dying  indebted,  liable  for  the  payment  of 
simple  contract  debts.  He  believed  there 
would  be  no  opposition  to  the  leave  for 
bringing  in  the  Bill ;  but  as  the  subject 
was  jnew  to  the  present  parliament,  be 
would  state  shortly  the  substance  of  his 
measure.  By  our  law,  the  non-payment 
of  debt  was  visited  with  great  severity. 
Unlimited  imprisonment  was  the  punish- 
ment which  the  law  inflicted  on  persons 
unable  to  pay  their  debts,  whether  the 
individuals  were  in  fault  or  not.  Some 
relaxation  had  lately  been  introduced  by  a 
most  beneficial  Act ;  but  still,  under  cer- 
tain  circumstances,  a  person  might  be  im- 
prisoned for  life ;  and  thus  a  man  in  a 
state  of  bankruptcy,  was  punished  as  se- 
verely as  if  he  had  committed  a  capital 
offence.  But  while  the  law  was  thus 
severe  against  the  persons  of  debtors  unable 
to  discharge  their  debts,  what  seemed  very 
inconsistent,  the  property  of  a  debtor 
might,  withoutany  difficulty,  be  subtracted 
from  his  creditors.  A  man  might  owe 
debts  to  any  amount,  and  leave  a  consi  - 
derable  property  behind  him  at  his  death 
to  his  heir,  with  his  debts  unpaid;  and 
the  law  would  suffer  the  heir  to  enjoy  the 
property  and  to  revel  in  all  the  luxuries 
of  life ;  while  those  very  persons  whose 
credulity,  perhaps,  contributed  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  that  property,  might  be  sent 
to  prison  for  want  of  power  to  recover 
their  debts,  and  see  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren doomed  to  a  workhouse. — It  was  this 
anomaly  irt  the  law  which  he  now  pro- 
posed to  remedy.  Till  the  Statute  of  Frauds 
passed  in  the  time  of  king  William,  even 
special  debtscould  not  be  made  good  against 
devises ;  and  it  was  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  alterations  introduced  at  that  time 
were  not  carried  somewhat  farther.  It 
sometimes  happened,  that  men  who  had 
contracted  debts,  and  who  had  purchased 
fireehold  estates,  from  an  unjustifiable  kind- 
ness to  their  relations,  and  for  the  very 
purpose  of  preventing  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  being  taken  out  against  them, 
had  put  an  end  to  their  existence— These 
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were  cases  of  such  injustice,  and  calling  sa 
loudly  for  remedy,  that  he  wondered  any 
objection  could  be  made  to  the  Bill,  though 
he  knew  that  objections  would  be  made 
to  the  measure  in  a  future  stage.  The 
objections  which  had  formerly  been  made 
were  now,  in  a  great  many  instances,  com- 
pletely  removed.  It  was  now  seven  years 
since  he  had  proposed  to  the  House  a 
measure  exactly  similar  to  the  present*^- 
It  was  brought  forward  under  some  advan- 
tages which  the  present  would  want;  for 
he  was*  then  his  Majesty's  solicitor -gene* 
ral,  and  the  Bill  had  the  countenance  of 
the  government;  though,  before  it  was 
disposed  of,  the  countenance  of  the  go- 
vernment was  of  no  great  importance.  le 
had  been  formerly  said,  that  the  Bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  be  attended  witb 
great  difficulty  in  the  execution,  and' would 
lead  to  endless  litigation  and  expence. 
But  this  objection  had  been  since  proved 
by  experience  to  be  unfounded.  For 
though  the  House  did  not  then  adopt  the 
measure  when  it  was  suggested,  they 
adopted  another  with  little  or  no  opposi- 
tion, for  subjecting  the  freehold  estates  of 
persons  engaged  in  trade  to  the  payment 
of  their  debts.  Now  it  so  happened,  that 
almost  all  the  objections  applied  as  much 
to  traders  as  to  those  who  were  not  traders. 
With  respect  to  litigation,  toexpence,  and 
to  innovation  on  the  ancient  doctrine  of 
the  law,  the  objections  were  as  applicable 
in  the  case  of  traders  as  in  tm  case  of 
others ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  say, 
that  this  law  had  not  been  attended  with 
the  smallest  difficulty  in  the  execution. 
The  smallest  difficulty  of  construction  had 
not  been  experienced.  Instances  had  oc- 
curred where  estates  of  'lOOfiOQi.  of  free- 
hold property,  belonging  to  one  house, 
had  been  attached,  and  where  the  debts 
would  not  have  been  paid  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that  Act.  There  was  one  re- 
markable case,  where  the  Act  had  not  di  • 
rectly,  bat  indirectly,  been  the  means  of 
subjecting  a  large  estate  to  the  payment 
of  debts.  Sir  Koger  Kerrison,  a  banker, 
in  Norwich,  was  engaged  in  business  under 
the  firm  of  himself  and  son ;  and  he  had 
issued  notes  to  the  extent  of  6(X),0002. 
At  his  death,  he  left  little  or  no  personal 
property,  but  rral  property  to  the  extent 
of  500,Q(X)/.  ;  and  had  not  that  been  made 
liable,  not  one  of  his  debts  would  have 
been  paid.  The  Act  in  question,  however, 
did  not  operate  directly ;  as  it  happened 
that  the  son's  name,  though  he  had  not  in- 
terfered in  the  bosiness,  was  in  the  firm  ; 
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and  sir  Roger  dying  intestate,  the  pro- 
perty devolved  to  this  son.  Several  gen* 
tiemen  in  the  House  knew  very  well  the 
case  to  which  he  alladed.  It  had  al&o 
been  said,  that  the  measure  would  weaken 
the  aristocracy  of  the  country.  It  ap-> 
peared  astonishing  tohi-.n  that  such  an  objec- 
tion should  ever  have  been  made.  He  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  see  how  the  rank  of  any 
body  of  men  could  he  supported,  by  allow- 
ing them  a  liberty  of  committing  injustice, 
and  the  power  of  injuring  the  lower  orders 
of  society  wiih  impunity.  Another  ob- 
jection seemed  to  him  equally  groundless: 
—It  was  said,  (hat  such  a  law  would  faci- 
litate the  means  of  contracting  debts  in 
the  ca^e  of  young  men  recently  come  to 
their  estates.  It  seemed  to  him  quite  im- 
probable, to  suppose  that  tradesmen,  in 
furnishing  goods  to  persons  of  this  de- 
scription, looked  forward  to  the  demise  of 
the  debtors.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman concluded  with  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  subjecting  the  free- 
bold  estates  of  persons  dying  indebted,  to 
the  pay  ment  of  their  simple  contract  debts. 
Leave  was  given  accordingly. 

Fees  op  Courts  of  Justice.]  Sir 
•/oAn  Newport  rose  with  an  intention  of 
moving,  that  a  table  of  the  fees  received 
in  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  courts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  augmenta- 
tions of  them  which  had  taken  place  dur- 
ing the  last  20  years,  and  the  authority 
under  which  they  had  been  imposed, 
should  be  laid  before  the  House.  By  this 
mean,  the  House  would  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  alterations  in  the  fees 
which  had  been  demanded  in  courts  of 
justice.  If  the  rate  of  fees  was  not  con- 
trollable in  parliament,  he  knew  not  how 
the  matter  could  be  reached  any  where 
else.  Parliament  would  have  the  means 
of  judging  if  any  increase  had  taken 
place;  and  if  so,  on  what  ground  the  al- 
teration had  been  made.  That  such  aug- 
mentation had  taken  place  in  many  in- 
stances, he  was  not  disposed  to  assert ; 
but  he  knew  that  it  had  in  some.  He 
should  suppose  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
House,  that  the  doors  of  courts  of  justice 
should  bethrown  open  as  widely  as  possible, 
that  no  class  of  subjects  might  find  any 
diAiculty  in  obtaining  redress;  but  if,  be- 
siiles  the  augmentation  of  expence  from 
the  stamp  duties  on  proceedings,  there 
could  be  additions  made  to  the  fees  of  the 
judges  and  officers  of  court  at  pleasure, 
the  poorer  classcsof  the  community  might 
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be  almost  completely  ahnl  out  from  coarti 
of  law.  Not  being  able  to  aeo  on  what 
ground  this  motion  could  be  refitted,  he 
would  reserve  himself  till  he  heard  what 
was  urged  against  it.  It  appeared  to  hia, 
that  those  who  were  most  intereated  in  the 
matter— namely,  the  judges  and  other 
officers  of  court,  could  have  no  objection 
to  what  he  proposed  ;  as  it  would  enable 
them  to  justify  the  augmentation  where  it 
had  taken  place,  or  wipe  away  all  suspi- 
cion of  it  where  it  had  not  taken  place. 
He  therefore  concluded  with  moving  for 
a  return  of  the  rates  of  fees  demanded  and 
received  in  the  several  superior  courts  of 
law,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  by  the  judges  and  offi- 
cers of  court,  during  the  last  20  years; 
together  with  the  authority  by  which 
these  rates  had  at  any  time  been  varied 
and  altered. 

The  Cktmcellar  qf  the  Exchequer  aaid,  if 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  elated  aay 
specific  instances,  the  House  srooM  know 
how  to  set  about  the  enquiry  ;  but  so  far 
from  this,  he  had  not  even  stated  wfaelher 
the  cause  of  complaint  lay  in  England  or 
Ireland.  As  to  the  judges,  it  was  known 
that  they  were  perfectly  independent; 
and  although  they  were  the  receivers  of 
the  fees,  they  were  not  personally  inls* 
rested  in  the  receipt  of  them.  It  was  m* 
possible  to  surmise  any  thing  wrong  ea 
their  parts ;  for  they  had  not  only  toadmiaas* 
ter  justice  with  impartiality,  but  alio  Hi 
look  to  popularity.  On  the  wbole«  as  be 
could  see.  no  good  reason  for  the  oulioB, 
he  should  move,  as  an  amendment»  tksl 
the  House  proceed  to  the  other  orders  of 
the  day ;  at  the  same  iime,  he  certainly 
should  not  object  to  any  rational 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  as  this 
of  the  days  on  which  notices  had 
dence  of  orders,  and  there  waa  adotker 
motion  to  be  made,  the  right  hon.  (eatle- 
man  was  debarred  from  moving  ike  othsr 
orders  of  the  day.  It  was  a  pravaltal 
opinion,  that  the  fees  had  been  augmeMcd 
both  in  England  and  IrelamI ;  an4  hn  had 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  inrorasatisa 
on  the  subject,  from  the  ftars  of  the  pra» 
titioners,  lest  by  making  any  disdoaans 
they  should  incur  the  displeasure  of  ihacr 
respective  couru.  This  was  a  case  iIniI 
called  for  information ;  and  Jualioa 
be  denied  to  the  public,  if  it  won 
fairly  brought  under  their  view, 

Mr.  baihuru  contend ed»  that  Uiu 
gentleman  had  not  given  reasons  lo 
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lieve  that  there  ws^  the  slightest  suspicion 
against  the  officers  of  the  superior  courts ; 
and  yet  the  integrity  of  the  whole  juris- 
prudence of  the  country  was  to  be  called 
in  question,  without  knowing  upon  what 
foundation.  He  ridiculed  the  idea,  that 
the  practitioners  in  the  courts  would  be 
afraid  to  tell  how  and  when  the  fees  were 
raised  ;  and  insisted,  that  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  made  any  enquiry  on  the  sob* 
ject,  he  could  not  have  been  in  the  dark 
about  it  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  said,  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  by  Kis  motion  imputed  no  improper 
conduct  to  the  judges.  The  House  had 
certainly  a  right  to  enquire  if  the  fees  had 
been  raised,  though  it  should  afterwards 
appear  that  they  bad  been  raised  by  pro* 
per  authority.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
increase  of  fees  was  proper,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  increasing  expence  of  living. 
But  the  high  opinion  he  entertained  of 
the  judges,  was  not  to  lead  to  a  blind  con* 
fidence  in  his  capacity  of  member  of  par- 
liament. In  the  reign  of  Geo.  2,  a  similar 
enquiry  had  been  made,  and  the  judges 
of  that  day  were  inferior  to  none  that  had 
ever  presided  in  the  courts  of  England^ 
Should  the  present  motion  be  opposed, 
grounds  of  suspicion  would  arise. 

Mr.  Hose  suggested,  that  all  objection 
could  be  removed  by  shaping  the  motion 
So  as  to  require  a  return  from  those  courts 
where  the  fees  had  been  augmented  dur* 
ing  the  last  20  years. 

Sir  John  Newport  had  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  that  alteration,  since  his 
whole  object  would  thereby  be  answered. 

The  original  motion  and  the  amend- 
ment were  then  withdrawn ;  when  sir  J. 
Newport  moved  for  a  return  of  the  rate 
of  fees  in  those  courts,  civil  and  ecclesias- 
tical, of  England  and  Ireland,  in  which  an 
increase  had  taken  place  within  the  last 
20  years ;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  authority  under  which  such  an  altera- 
tion had  been  made.  On  this  motion 
being  put, 

Mr.  Stephen  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  as  now  worded  ;  but  be 
could  not  suflerit  to  pass  without  making 
his  protest  agaiqst  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  originally  brought  forward ;  from 
which  it  could  not  but  be  presumed,  prima 
faciet  that  suspicions  had  been  incurred, 
that  the  officers  of  the  courts  in  England 
had  been  parties  to  injustice,  in  raising 
the  fees  of  such  courts  without  due  autho* 
rity,  which  could  not  fail  to  bring  those 
courts  into  disrepute  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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public.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
case  in  Ireland,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
baronet  had  acknowledged  he  meant  ori« 
ginally  to  have  ccoifined  hi^  motion,  he 
believed  there  was  not  the  smallest  cause 
for  such  suspicion  in  this  country  ;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  sufE  r  the  motion, 
even  as  altered,  to  pass,  without  having  so 
far  expressed  his  sentiments  on  it. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  thought  such  sua- 
picions  as  those  mentioned  by.  the  hon* 
and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last^ 
might  certainly  be  entertained.  For  his 
own  part,  he  should  never  have  thought 
of  any  such  suspicions,  had  it  not  been 
for  this  day's  debate,  and  the  m  tnner  in 
which  the  motion  had  been  resisted  m  its 
outset  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche« 
quer.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  put  the  matter  in  such  a  light,  as 
should  answer  every  purpose  of  his  right* 
hon.  friend  who  brought  forward  the 
motion.  ' 

Mr  Ponsonhy  observed,  that  the  present 
were  extraordinary  times,  as  hardly  a  day 
passed  which  did  not  introduce  some 
perfectly  novel  proceeding  in  that  House« 
They  were  now  told,  they  ought  not  to 
enquire  into  the  amount  of  sums  raised 
from  the  people  of  this  country  ;  it  would 
be  to  insult  the  judges,  by  seeming  to  at- 
tach suspicion  to  them.  Formerly  they 
were  told,. it  was  the  first  duty  of  that 
House  to  enquire  what  sums  were  raised 
in  any  way  from  the  people.  They  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  enquire  into  any 
increased  expence  thrown  on  the  public- 
If  it  should  be  proved  that  an  increase 
had  uken  place  in  the  fees  paid  in  the 
several  couru,  that  increase  might  appear 
to  be  justifiable  and  necessary  ;  but  of 
this  the  House  could  not  judge  till  they 
had  called  for  information  on  the  subject, 
and  an  answer  had  been  given.  But  a 
learned  gentleman  had  said,  it  would 
consume  so  much  of  the  judges'  valuable 
time  to  make  the  returns  called  for,  that, 
on  that  account,  the  proposition  ought 
not  to  be  entertained.  How  much  of  their 
time  would  it  consume  if  no  increase  in 
the  fees  had  taken  place?  How  long 
would  it  take  them  to  return  "  nii"  to  the 
application  made  ?  The  House  had  never 
been  more  jealous  of  any  infringement  of 
their  authority  than  of  any  attempt  to 
raise  money  from  the  people  without  their 
direct  interference.  In  refusing  to  allow 
the  enquiry  to  be  made  which  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  recommended,  the  Chan» 
(2D) 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  done  what 
no  minister  had  done  before ;  and  he 
ougiit  to  feel  much  obliged  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Rose)  for  extricating 
him  from  the  awful  situation  in  which  he 
bad  placed  himself. 

Mr.  Balhurst  agreed  with  the  last 
speaker,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Rose)  deserved  thanks ;  but  contendedj 
these  ought  to  come  from  the  right  hon. 
baronet  (sir  J.  Newport),  and  not  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  When 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  spoke  of  the 
little  trouble  the  judges  would  have  in  re- 
turning "  mV"  he  was  talking  of  the  pro- 
position of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Rose),  and  not  of  that  of  the  right  hon. 
baronet  (sir  J.  Newport). 

Mr.  Ptunkctt  contended,  that  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  if  applicable  at  all,  applied 
with  equal  force  to  the  motion  as  amended 
at  the  sugge4ion  of  Mr.  Rose,  viz.  that 
there  was  something  in  it  that  implied 
suspicion  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  judges, 
and  that  the  House  could  not  adopt  it 
unless  a  specific  charge  were  introduced. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  there- 
fore could  not,  with  any  regard  to  con- 
sistency, agree  to  the  amendment:  all 
that  the  amendment  did  was,  to  require  a 
return  from  the  courts  in  which  the  fees 
had  been  augmented ;  and  the  augmenta- 
tion was  the  ground  of  suspicion;  it  seemed 
as  if  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  had  cha- 
ritably interposed  to  save  his  friend  from 
opprobrium.  Thus,  then,  a  double  no- 
Telty  was  to  be  observed  ;  first,  that  such 
a  motion  should  be  resisted  at  all ;  and, 
secondly,  that  ministers  had  changed  their 
opinions  without  any  substantial  change 
in  the  motion  to  authorize  it.  The  right 
hon.  bart.  was  perfectly  correct  when  he 
said  that  these  augmentations  were  consi- 
dered as  a  grievance  in  Ireland  ;  they 
formed,  in  some  cases,  so  great  an  obstacle, 
that  in  some  instances  persons  had  refrain- 
ed from  seeking  justice,  not  being  able 
to  sustain  the  increased  expence.  Sup- 
posing this,  however,  not  to  be  the  fart, 
one  salutary  object  would  be  answered  by 
removing  all  suspicion. 

Mr.  Simeon  said  a  few  words  in  favour  of 
the  amendment. 

iVir.  4V<r/>A«7i  explained. 

Sir  J.  Nriiport  said,  his  reason  for  bring- 
ing forward  the  motion  in  such  general  terms 
was,  to  takeaway  every  idea  olattachinc  the 
«mallest  suspicion  to  the  conduct  of  the 
judgos.    The  way,  however,  iu  which  the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  oppoaed 
the  motion,  was  the  only  one  which  conld 
attach  such  suspicion  to  those  high  cha- 
racters; and,  therefore,  he  felt  bimaelf 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  tbi 
amendment  he  had  suggested,  which  cer- 
tainly enabled  him  to  attain  every  ohject 
he  had  in  view  in  bringing  forward  the 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  agreed 
to. 

Clergy  Penalties  Bill.]    On  a  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 

Lord  Folkatone  said,  that  in  the  early 
part  of  the  evening  it  had  been  statctd.  tbai 
there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  oppoiitioa 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill;  that  it  would 
only  be  objected  to  in  the  detail ;  and  that 
therefore  there  would  be  no  debate  on  the 
second  reading,  as  the  entire  ezammaiiMi 
of  the  measure  would  be  reserved  for  the 
committee;  he,  however,  had  at  that  time 
different  intentions;  and  he  had  been 
anxious  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  Speaker,  ia 
order  to  give  notice  oF  that  difierence.  So 
much  did  he  object  to  the  genenl  prio- 
ciple  of  the  Bill,  that  he  fell  himself 
obliged  to  oppose  the  second  reading,  even 
in  that  thin  state  of  the  House.  All  the 
general  arguments  which  applied  to  pre- 
cipitate Bills  applied  to  that  before  ifca 
House ;  such  Bills  were  usually  rather  tht 
eflbcts  of  feeling  than  of  reason.  Hiacbirf 
particular  objection  to  the  Bill  arose  froa 
the  injury  it  would  do  to'  an  individaal. 
Tlie  Act  passed  about  twelve  ycai^  age^ 
regulating  the  residence  of  the  clergr* 
held  out  inducements  to  persona  to  oooi- 
mence  actions  for  any  breach  of  the  pn^ 
visions  of  that  Act ;  and  under  the  tenc^ 
tion  of  King,  Lordsj  and  Comioona^  the 
prosecutor  had  a  vested  intereat  in  ibe 
penalties  attached  to  its  violatioiia.  Tha 
Bill  went  to  destroy  that  vested  interest. 
It  would  be  an  ex  post  facto  act  to  deprive 
an  individual  of  his  right,  and  to  inaeoH 
nify  others  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  law.  Feeling  had  been  called  in  to 
aid  this  cause,  and  the  worst  feelinga  that 
could  be  employed;  prejudice  had  beaa' 
resorted  to  ;  and  the  odious  term  off  in* 
former  had  been  used,  to  excite  batmd 
against  the  prosecutor  of  the  actiona  whicll 
gave  birth  to  the  Bill,  and  pity  and  aji^ 
pathy  for  those  who  were  the  objedi  of 
them.  It  had  been  said,  that  Mr.  Wright 
had  entrapped  those  persons  whom  he  had 
prosecuted  into  the  very  offences  for  whkh 
tie  bad  prosecuted  them ;  bat  how 
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passible  that  he  could  hare  so  entrapped 
them  ?  Although  he  had  a  vested  ioterest 
in  the  penalties,  yet  that  interest  was  sub- 
jected to  the  verdict  of  a  jury  and  the  de- 
cision of  a  court,  and  therefore  it  was  im- 
possible tliat  he  could  estrap  them  ;   for 
if  the  prosecutor  had  caused  them  to  com- 
mit the  ofi'ence,  they  could   have  proved 
that  fact  on  the  trial ;    and   indeed,  any 
facts  operating  in  their  favour  might  also 
have  been  proved  in  a  similar  manner ; 
and  if  sufliciently  strong,  not  only  would 
the  prosecutor  have  lost  his  penalties  ;  but 
he  would  also  have  been  liable  to  the  costs 
of  the  defendants,   as  well   as  his  own. 
Much  calumny  had  been  afloat,  and  the 
term  '  informer'  was  constantly  applied  to 
Mr.  Wright ;  but  it  would  be  remembered, 
that  this  calumny  originated  with  those 
who  had   been  injured  by  him,  and  who 
had  also  been  guilty  of  breaking  the  laws. 
He  was  not  of  opinion  that  the  clergy  had 
any  pretensions  to  indulgence ;  if  they  had 
been  a  body  remarkable  for  an  assiduous 
discharge  of  their  duties,  he  would  not  be 
one  to  punish  them  for  a  neglect  of  forms; 
but  were  they  so  ?    Another  reason  which 
had  been  stated  for  the  Bill  was,  the  great 
amount  of  the  sums  which  might  be  re- 
covered by  Mr.  Wright  from  some  of  the 
non-residents.     But  surely  this  was  a  sin- 
gular caFe,  if  the  extent  to  which  the  trans- 
gression of  the  law  had  beerf  carried  was  to 
be  a  ground  for  not  inflicting  its  penalties. 
It  was  satd,  too,  that  the  penalties  in  many 
cases  had   been  incurred  by   neglect  or 
ignorance  of  the  law.    How  was  this  argu- 
ment, he  would  ask,  listened  to  in  other 
casesin  courts ofjustice,  even  when  pleaded 
in  behalf  of  the  lowest  and  most  unlearned 
members  of  the  community  ?    Here,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  body  of  men,  the  learned 
and  affluent,  who  had  broken  the  law,  and 
3'et  prayed  to  be  excused  from  suffering 
under   lU     It  was  said,  that  the  ruin  of 
several  individuals  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  enforcing  the  law.     That  such 
ruin  should  take  place,  he  should  be  as 
sorry  at  any  man ;   but  why  should  this 
calamity  be  averted  at  the  expence  of  Mr. 
Wright  alone  ?  It  might  be  a  preferable 
course  to  indemnify  those  who  were  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties,  out  of  the  produce  of 
certain    sinecure  places^    or   some    such 
source.     From  the  reasons  he  had  stated, 
feeling  it  impossible  to  approve  of  the  Bill; 
be  protested  against  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Weiherall  said,  that  not  only  the 
present  Bill,  but  every  Bill  of  Indemnity, 
wit  MicipQH  /ado  law.     That  the  per- 


sons indemnified  by  the  Bill  had  committed 
any  real  oiience  he  denied ;  they  being 
liable  to  the  penalties,  in  most  cases,  be* 
caose  they  had  oeglected  (o  send  in  a  no- 
tification of  their  non- residence.  The  law 
involved  in  it  a  most  flagrant  absurdity,  by 
making  people  liable  to  such  severe  punish- 
ment  for  the  most  trivial  inadvertencies  ; 
for  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  penal tiet 
were  incurred  on  account  of  mere  omit* 
sions  of  form.  This  being  the  case,  the 
House  was  to  look  to  what  it  had  done 
on  similar  occasions;  and  it  would  ba 
seen  that  by  the  43d  of  the  King,  the  . 
clergy  bad  been  indemniBed  against  the 
consequences  of  neglect,  similar  to  thai 
against  the  consequences  of  which  it  waa 
now  proposed  to  secure  them. 

Mr.  Western  said,  he  should  give  his  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  though' 
he  could  not  help  feeling  the  weight  of 
those  objections  which  were  urged  by  hit 
noble  friend  behind  him,  and  which  ha 
thought  were  not  sufliciently  answered  by 
the  learned  gentleman  opposite.  It  could 
not  be  denied,  that  the  informant  had,  by 
the  Act  of  the  43dy  a  vested  right  in  the 
writs  he  had  taken  out  under  that  Act; 
and  4hat  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  deprive  him  of 
that  right.  The  justification  of  such  a  mea* 
sure  could  only  be  found  in  the  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
case.  It  was  a  choice  of  difficulties  ia 
which  the  House  was  involved;  but  it  wat 
quite  clear  that  the  clergy  ought  not,  and 
must  not  be  left  without  adequate  relief, 
where  no  moral  culpability  whatever  could 
attach.  Mr.  W.  said,  bethought  the  state- 
ment  he  had  made  was  due  to  the  character 
ofthe  clergy  in  general^  and  concluded  with 
saying,  he  should  give  his  assent  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Crrmy  would,  as  he  supposed  the 
noble  lord  would  press  the  question  to  a 
division,  give  his  reasons  why  he  felt 
obliged  to  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  from  any  aflection 
to  informers ;  for  he  knew  no  class  of  per- 
sons whom  he  more  iuveterately  hated  and 
despised,  than  those  who  obtained  money 
by  practising  informations;  nor  because 
he  wat  not  aware  that  tlie  church  was  suf- 
fering great  injuries  in  consequence  of  the 
Bill  regulating  residence;  but  he  would 
not  consent  to  relieve  the  clergy  by  Che 
present  Bill,  because  it  would  trench  on 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
and  illegally  destroy  a  vested  interest; 
and  he  wat  ittonished  to  find  the  Bill  re« 
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ceive  the  sanction  and  support  of  the  gen-  |  ment,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ihe 
tlemeii  opposite.     When  be  or  any  other 
ppr5on  proposed  to  abuli&h  any  sinecure 
held  by  patent  or  otherwise',  either  at  home 


or  abroad,  he  was  always  answered,  "  Oh, 
you  can  do  no  such  thnig— such  a  one  has 
a  vested  interest  in  it,''— -and  so  forth;  but 
now,  when  the  matter  wa»  diiltrent  in  re- 
gard to  the  persons  concerned,  there  was 
no  hesitation  to  destroy  a  vested  interest, 
although  it  was  fenced  by  an  act  ot  par- 
liament. The  produce  of  the  intornia 
tions  was  a  vested  right;  and  though  ihV 
very  name  of  "  informer"  was  odious,  lie 
must  support  the  interest  of  one.notwiih- 
fitanding  the  hardships  under  which  the 
prosecuted  clergy  laboured. 

Mr.  Bathwrst  defended  the  Bill.  That 
breaches  of  the  law  had  been  committed, 
\vas  not  denied  ;  but  he  maintained  that 
the  quality  of  the  oOence  was  not  that 
against  which  the  legislature  had  most  to 
provide.  A  Bill  indemnifying  a  person 
from  penalties  incurred  by  ihe  omission  of 
a  matter  of  form  (Mr.  Grant,  jun.).  had 
just  passed  without  opposition.  From  the 
language  held  by  the  noble  lord,  it  shouM 
seem  he  would  allow  of  nothing  of  this 
sort.  He  would  not  admit  that  a  breach 
of  the  law  could  in  any  way  be  qualified 
by  circumstances;  his  language  would  be 

"  Fiat  jnstitia,  mat  ccehim." 
For  his  part,  it  appeare<l  to  him,  that  the 
present  was  a  case  in  which  legislative  in- 
terference was  imperiously  demanded. 
It  was,  however,  not  intended  to  save  the 
clergy  at  the  expence  of  Mr.  Wright. 
He  would  be  allowed  his  costs  ;  and  where 
the  law  had  been  broken,  so  as  to  involve 
a  moral  oilence,  he  would  be  enabled  to 
proceed  for  those  ptnalties  which,  in  such 
cases,  the  leu;islature  had  intended  should 
be  paid.  Ail  that  was  desired  by  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was,  to  secure  those  from  ruin 
who  had  unconsciously  oifended  against 
the  letter  ol  the  law,  without  violating  its 
spirit. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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Mondajft  April  \, 

Rupture  of  the  Negociations.]  The 
Earl  of  Litcrpool  sjid  : — My  lords :  Before 
1  move  that  this  Hou^e  do  adjourn,  1  have 
to  inform  your  lordships,  in  pursU'«nce  ot 
the  commands  of  his  loyal  hi:j;hMes8  tht 
Prince  Ret(ent,  that  the  Negociations  en- 
tered mm  tiv  our  Alius,  and  uii  the  part 
of  ilia  M.jciity,  with  the  French  govein- 


blessings  of  peace,  are  at  an  end.  It  u 
with  great  satisfaction,  howevetj  thai  1  am 
able  to  state,  on  this  occasion,  that  both 
with  respect  to  the  principle  of  the  nego- 
ciation  itself,  and  with  reference  to  the  cir- 
cumstances that  accompanied  it,  on  wbick 
it  ultimately  turned,  the  moit  complete 
concert  and  agreement  have  rabsisicd 
among  all  the  allied  powers. — Thia  House 
and  the  public  will  naturally  expect  dae 
information  on  the  subject.  In  tnit  Tiew, 
1  have  to  state,  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  allied  powers  to  issue  a  formal  De« 
claration,  setting  forth  the  grounds  apd 
nidtives  of  their  conduct  on  thi«  most  im- 
portant occasion.  And  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  confidential  advisers  c^  hit 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  lay 
upon  the  table  of  parli'iment  a  .copy  of 
such  document,  together  with  aurh  other 
information  as  may  be  deemed  neceft-ary 
for  the  due  illustration  of  the  cu  ijcct 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  ol  upi- 
nion  that  it  would  be  premature  nod  im- 
proper to  say  more  at  present.  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  make  tins  comno* 
nication  to  your  lurd^^hips,  and  shall  con- 
clude with  moving,  "  That  this  Hoose  do 
now  adjonrn." 

Earl  Orry  observed,  that  he  derived  a 
great  consolation  from  the  statement  of 
the  noble  lord,  that  not  only  in  the  uria* 
ciples  on  which  the  negociation  wm 
carried  on,  but  also  in  the  cauKea  which  led 
to  the  termination  of  that  neguciatHm, 
there  bad  been  the  most  complete  agree* 
meiit  among  the  Allies.  When  that  infor-' 
mation  promised  by  the  noble  lord  ahovM 
be  communicated  to  the  Hi»use,  he  trutted 
that  they  would  have  the  farther  aatisAo- 
tion  of  learning,  not  only  that  the  Allies 
had  agreed  in  the  principles  of  the  nego* 
ciaiion,  and  the  circumstances  and  coodi 
tinns  upon  which  it  w.\s  terminated;  bat 
that  those  circumstances  and  condition 
would  prove  that  the  negociation  had 


broken  ofl*  by  the  ambition  and  Injuatioa 
of  the  enemy.  The  noble  lord  had  said, 
that  the  Declaration  of  the  Alliea»  and 
such  further  information  as  might  be 
wanted,  would,  in  due  time,  be  laid  befoia 
the  House.  It  was  undoubtedly  hia  wish, 
and  the  wish  of  all  their  lordships,-  he  be* 
lieved,  to  examine  these  docuinenia  as 
S(Mm  as  pos«ible;  and  he  wanted  to  know 
from  the  noble  lord,  whether  ihey  had  any 
reason  to  expect  that  the  papers  srouM 
be  laid  before  the  House  before  the  ad* 
journmeutj  that  they  might  come  prepared 
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to  the  discussion  of  the  suhject  as  soon 
after  the  recess  as  possible.    ^ 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  Said,  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  produce  them  to  the  House 
before  the  recess;  but  they  would  be 
ready,  he  believed,  the  very  day  on  which 
parliament  should  first  meet  after  the 
period  for  which  it  might  be  found  con- 
venient to  adjourn  the  House  durinc  the 
approaching  holidays.  Care  would  be 
taken  in  the  mean  time  to  have  the  papers 
printed,  that  they  might  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  that  shape  when  they  met ; 
and  he  should  propose  as  early  a  day  after 
the  recess  as  was  consistent  with  a  due 
understanding' of  the  subject,  for  taking 
the  papers  into  consideration. 

Earl  Grey  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  declaration  of  the  noble  earl.  A 
day  too  early  would  not  be  satisfactory, 
when  very  extensive  and  voluminous 
papers  were  to  be  the  subject  of  discussion. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpoolr^M,  there  was  no 
intention  entertained  of  hurrying  on  the 
discussion.  What  he  meant  was,  that  as 
early  a  day  as  possible,  but  not  that  too 
early  a  day,  should  be  fixed. 
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Monday,  April  4. 

Cleugy  Penalties  Bill.]  Mr.  Ba- 
ihurst  expressed  a  wish  thit  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  above 
Bill,  wh:ch  stood  for  to*morrow,  should  be 
poHtponed  for  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  Whubread  said,  that  he,  as  well  as 
others,  was  prepared  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  merits  of  the  Bill  to-morrow ; 
and,  if  it  were  put  ofi'  for  a  short  time, 
perhaps  he  should  not  be  able  to  attend. 
He  thought  it  should  be  postponed  till 
after  the  holidays,  if  it  were  postponed 
at  all. 

Mr.  Bathurst  did  not  see  the  necessity 
for  so  great  a  delay. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  observed,  that  if  the 
assertion  contained  in  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Wright  were  true,  that  he  could  do  away 
a  great  number  of  the  allegations  made 
against  him  by  his  opponents,  sufficient 
time  ought  to  be  given  to  him  for  that 
purpose.  Though  the  business  might  have 
been  taken  up  with  strong  feelings  of  pre- 
judice against  Mr.  Wright,  yet  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  member  of  par- 
liament but  wished  the  real  state  of  the 
case  to  be  fairly  investigated,  and  that 
every  thing  which  Mr.  Wright  had  to 
state  should  be  fairly  heard. 
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Mr.  Btuhuntm.d,  Mr.  Wright  had  only 
desired  liberty  to  contradict  statements 
contained  in  one  petition,  that  of  Mr. 
Priest.  If,  by  application  to  the  House, 
or  by  any  other  means  that  appeared 
more  likely  to  attain  his  end,  he  thought  be 
could  disprove  the  statements  of  his  oppo« 
nents,  he  might,  of  course,  do  so. 

Mr.  Whiibread  believed  that  a  petition 
had  been  presented  from  Mr.  W^'right, 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  at  the  bar 
of  the  House,  against  the  Bill ;  and  every 
reasonable  time  shotold,  therefore,  be  al- 
lowed him. 

Mr.  Bathurst  then  postponed  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report*  until  Monday 
the  18th  instant. 

Copper  Currency.]  Mr.  Grenfell  mov- 
ed, "  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  copy  of  the  Memorial  of  certain  manu- 
factuVers,  dated  the  ^th  of  Marrt^  last,  and 
addressed  to  the  lords  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  subject  of  the  present  state  of  our 
Copper  Cur-ency." 

Mr.  Whubread  stated,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  to  take  Tower  half* 
pence  in  payment,  which  was  so  general 
throughout  the  country,  he  had  heard  that 
great  distress  was  felt  in  the  manufactur- 
ing districts.  The  shopkeepers  would  not 
take  these  halfpence;  and,  in  one  town, 
he  was  informed,  persons  who  collected 
the  poor  rates  had  also  refused  them,  by 
which  very  great  inconvenience  was  pro- 
duced. He  was  aware,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Vansittart)  hid  done 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  check  the  evil, 
and  a  proclamation' had  been  issued  on  the 
subject.  He  (Mr.  Whithr»*ad)  was,  how- 
ever, of  opinion,  that  much  good  would 
result  if  a  fresh  proclamation  were  pub- 
lished. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
could  add  nothing  to  what  he  had  already 
stated  on  this  subject.  He  had  publicly 
declared,  that  the  Tower  halfpence  were 
a  legal  tender,  and  that  fact  was  still  far- 
ther made,  known  by  proclamation.  He 
was  not  aware,  that  any  of  the  officers  of 
government  had  refused  to  take  them  ;  if 
they  had  done  so,  their  conduct  iras  im- 
proper. Persons  possessing  halfpence  of 
this  description,  would  receive  their  full 
nominal  %alueatthe  Mint. 

Mr.  Whiibread  did  not  mean  to  throw, 
any  imputation  on  the  course  pursued  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  All  he  intend- 
ed to  say  was,  that  a  fresh  proclamation 
might  be  of  dse.    Instances,  he  beliered. 
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had  occurred,  in  which  persons,  having 
nothing  hut  these  halfpence  with  which 
to  purchase  necessaries  lor  their  families, 
were,  in  consequence  of  their  not  being 
taken,  obliged  to  apply  for  asvsistance  to 
the  parish. 

Mr.  Grer\feU  said,  it  was  not  generally 
known,  but  ought  to  be  perfectly  under- 
stood throughout  the  country,  that  the  full 
nominal  value  was  given,  at  the  Mint,  in 
-^nk  notes,  for  Tower  halfpence. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  Memorial  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Grcnfell  then  gave  notice,  that,  pro- 
bably soon  after  the  recess,  but  certainly 
before  the  period  arrived  when  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansitiari)  should 
make  his  arrangements  for  a  new  loan  for 
the  service  of  the  country,  he  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  2(iih  of 
the  King,  which  gave  authority  to  the 
commissioners  for  the  management  of  the 
sinking  fund,  to  apply  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  that  fund  in  furtherance  of  any 
loan  or  loans. 

Rupture  op  the  Negociations.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer : — 1  am  autho- 
rised by  hisroyal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, to  inform  the  House,  that  the  nego- 
ciations lately  opened  at  Cbatillon  have 
terminated  in  a  rupfure,  and  ihat  a  fur- 
ther communication  on  that  subject  will 
speedily  be  made  to  parliament.  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  mode  and 
spirit  in  which  these  discuftsions  have  been 
conducted  and  carried  on  to  the  point  of 
their  termination,  have  met  with  the  entire 
concurrence  and  approbation  of  all  our 
Allies  ;  and  that  they  are  about  to  submit 
a  Declaration  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world, 
in  which  they  will  explain  the  principles 
by  which  they  have  been  guided,  ami 
justify  themselves  of  all  blame  in  the 
failure  of  this  pacific  attempt.  As  soon 
as  thit  Declaration  is  issued,  and  shall 
reach  this  country,  it  is  his  Royal  High- 
ncss's  intention,  that  it  be  laid,  togethor 
with  all  papers  and  documents  relative  to 
the  late  conferences,  before  this  House. — 
I  cannot,  with  propriety,  say  any  thing 
,more  upon  the  subject  at  present,  and  shall 
therefore  move  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  PottsoHby  wished  to  ask,  in  the  first 
place,  whether  all  the  papers  which  were 
necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  negociation  would 
be  laid  before  them  ?  and,  secondly,  at 
what  time  the  communication  would  be 
made  ? 
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The  ChancelUtr  qflhe  Ejuheq$ur  aaid«  that 
no  communication-  would  be  made  of  any 
thing,  the  disclosure  of  which  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  country;  but  that  every 
disposition  existed  oo  the  part  of  hit  Ma« 
jesty's  government  to  aiford  the  fulleit 
information  to  the  House.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  exactly  at  what  time  tht 
Declaration  would  arrive  in  this  country; 
but,  if  possible,  it  would  be  laid  before 
parliament,  with  the  other  papera,  shortly 
after  the  recess.  Full  time  would  then  be 
given  to  the  House  for  the  coiisideriaiion  of 
the  papers ;  as  there  was  no  disposition  oa 
the  part  of  his  Majesty's  governmenito 
press  prematurely  for  a  determination  oo 
the  subject' 

Mr.  Fonsonby  declared  himself  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  explanation. 

Adjournment.]  Mr.  Pofutmfy  said, 
in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen  fron 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Van* 
sittart),  who  had  just  made  a  comoM* 
nication  to  the  House  by  the  authority  of 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regeol,  be 
begged  leave  to  ask,  what  duration  it  was 
his  intention  to  give  to  the  next  tdjooni- 
ment  ?  When  they  last  had  some  conver- 
sation on  this  point,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman said,  that  the  adjournment  woold 
be  of  the  usual  length,  which  would  cany 
them  to  that  day  fortnight;  for  he  be* 
lieved,  the  ordinary  practice  was,  to  ad- 
journ on  the  Thursday  before  Good  Friday, 
to  the  Monday  week  following.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  told  the  Hoose, 
that  they  would  not  have  any  informalioa 
immediately  from  their  own  govtfmnieiit 
on  the  subject  of  the  negociation,  but  that 
they  must  wait  till  the  Allies  had  published 
their  Declaration  on  the  continent^-which. 
when  received  in  this  country,  woold  be 
laid  before  parliament,  accompanied  by 
such  papers  as  would  enable  the  House  to 
form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  circoes- 
stances.  He  recollected  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (when  the  conversation  took 
place  to  which  he  had  alluded,)  obserred, 
that  the  adjournment  would  not  be  el 
greater  length  than  usual,  hut  that  it  might 
probably  be  shorter.  Now,  it  was  ma* 
terial  for  the  House  to  know,  whether  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  intended  to  propeas 
an  adjournment  of  the  ordinary  length,  or 
to  shorten  it.  Ik'cause  if  they  were  te 
depend  on  the  Declaration  of  the  Allioe 
being  sent  to  this  govern  men  t,'before  wmf 
communication  could  be  made  to  tha 
House,  it  must  be  evident  to  every 
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that  the  time  migbt  be  prolonged  at  the 
pleasure  of  those  Allies ;  and  the  House, 
during  the  whole  period,  might  remain 
without  aoy  communication  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  on  this  most  interesting 
subject,  in  consequence  of  the  Declaration 
being  kept  back.  This  would  be  a  very 
awk«vard  situation  both  for  parliament  and 
the  country.  The  proper  course  of  pro- 
ceeding he  therefore  thought  would  be, 
not  to  adjourn,  in  the  first  instance,  for  so 
great  a  length  of  time  as  was  intended, 
but  to  shorten  it  considerably.  Parlia- 
ment would  thus  have  an  opportunity  of 
acting  according  to  circumstances.  In 
that  view,  the  shorter  the  period  of  ad- 
journment the  better,  and  be  could  not 
conceive  any  reason  which  called  for  a 
recess  of  more  than  a  very  few  days. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  intended  to  adjourn  the  House,  on 
Thursday  next,  till  Monday  fortnight. — 
With  respect  ta  the  Declaration  of  the 
Allies,  it  was  clear  that  thev  must  be 
most  desirous  to  lay  their  conduct  before 
the  world  as  speedily  as  possible.  There* 
fore,  little  doubt  could  exist,  but  that 
they  would  publish  their  Declaration  im- 
mediately after  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
ciation.  He  hoped,  however,  that,  about 
the  time  when  the  intended  adjournment 
would  terminate,  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Castlereagh),  who  was  best  able  to  ex- 
plain the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  subject,  would  have  arrived  in  this 
kingdom.  If,  however,  the  allies  should 
change  their  intention  of  publishing  a  De- 
claration, it  would,  of  course,  be  the  duty 
of  government  to  give  to  the  House  such 
information,  witb  respect  to  their  conduct 
ami  principles,  as  might  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Pontonby  said,  in  all  former  cases 
of  that  kind,  it  was  not  customary  for  this 
country  to  wait  for  information,  and  to 
stay  proceedings  in  parliament,  depend- 
ing on  a  Declaration  to  be  published  by 
their  Allies.  He  admitted,  that  a  Declara- 
tion of  their  Allies  generally  jireceded  the 
notice,  in  parliament,  of  subjects  of  this 
nature ;  but  the  present  proceeding  was 
entirely  difTerent — because  the  right  hon» 
gentleman  expre^ly  stated,  that  tbey 
were  not  to  receive  any  information  until 
the  Declaration  of  the  Allies  was  received 
in  this  country.  But  if  they  vacillated  in 
the  course  they  proposed  to  pursve,  or  if 
they  changed  their  intentions  altogether 
on  the'  subject  of  a  Declaration,  then  go- 
TerAmeot  would  state  sonethiog  on  the 
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subject  themselves ;  so  that,  in  fact,  it  all 
depended  on  the  conduct  of  the  Allies. 
This  was  a  moat  novel  situation— -that 
they  were  to  depend  on  the  conduct  of 
other  powers  for  information,  and  not  oa 
the  act  of  the  British  government  itself. 
This  was  a  state  of  things  perfectly  tiew, 
and  such  as  was  never  before  known  ia 
parliament.  Nor  did  he  think  a  proceed- 
ing  such  as  this  could  be  defended,  by 
which  parliament  and  the  nation  were 
kept  waiting  for  information  on  a  point  of 
the  utmost  magnitude,  until  certain  acts 
were  performed  by  other  states. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  misunderstood 
him.  He  did  not  mean  to  state,  that  th^ 
information  to  be  laid  before  parliament 
was  entirely  to  depend  on  the  Declare- 
tion  of  the  Allies ;  but  that,  as  the  Allies 
intended  to  publish  such  a  document,  tit 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  it,  that  it 
might  be  submitted  to  the  House,  in  con- 
junction with  tlie  other  papers  relating  to 
the  same  subject.  Besides,  the  whole  of 
the  Allies  would  join  in  the  Declaration 
to  which  he  had  alluded  ;  it  might,  there- 
fore, be  considered  as  affording  an  expla- 
nation of  the  conduct  of  this  government. 

Mr.  Fonsonlfy  observed,  that,  according 
to  this  explanation,  he  certainly  must  havo 
mistaken  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He 
understood  him  to  have  staled  to  tho 
House,  by  authority  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Allies  to 
publish  a  joint  Declaration ;  and  that, 
when  it  was  received  in  this  country,  it 
should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
with  such  other  papers  as  were  necessary 
to  elucidate  the  subject.  If,  however,  he 
bad  not  understood  him  correctly,  he  had 
nothing  more  to  offer  on  the  subject. 

New  Custom  House.]  Mr.  Baring 
said,  that  the  motion  which  he  was  about 
to  make  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  such  e 
nature,  as  would  not  call  forth  any  oppo- 
sition from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Vansittart).  Government 
were  now  aboot  t»  cause  a  new  Custom- 
house to  be  erected  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  when  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
public  money  as  it  most  necessarily  de- 
mand was  about  to  be  expended,  it 
should,  in  some  shape  or  other,  come 
under  the  cognizance  of  parliament.  He 
did  not  by  any  means  suppose,  that  the 
plan  was*  a  bad  or  an  improperly  expea» 
sive  one  ;  but  a  building  of  this  descrip- 
tion was  of  such  imporfcancei  that  an  esti- 
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mate  of  the  expence  of  erecting  it  should 
be  laid  before  parliament.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  moved,  "  That  there  be 
be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of 
the  expence  of  building  a  Custom-house 
in  ihe  city  of  London/' 

I'he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
paper. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  April  5. 

On  the  question  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Writs  of  Assistance  Bill,  some  con- 
versation on  its  prominent  enactments 
took  place  between  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  lord  Ellenbo- 
rough. 

The  D»ike  of  A^irn/o/^  adverted  to  the  ex- 
traordinary Hiid  alarming;  powers  he  con- 
ceived it  would  vest  in  the  revenue  offi- 
cer; in  authorising  one,  by  what  was 
called  a  Writ  of  Assistance,  to  take  a 
constable,  or  other  officer,  and  enter  any 
shop,  cellar,  &c.  and  in  case  of  resistance 
to  break  open  doors.  He  seemed  to 
liken  such  a  power  to  certain  unconslitu* 
tional  practices  which  were  complained 
of  jn  the  time  of  Charles  2,  and  to  certain 
proceedings  under  general  warrants,  which 
obtained  at  an  early  period  of  the  present 
reign  ;  and  thought  that  some  strong  and 
adequate  reasons  should  be  assigned  for 
such  an  enactment 

The  Lord  Chancellor  sM,  that  the  prac- 
tice to  which  the  noble  duke  had  advert- 
ed, had  continued  from  the  time  of  Charles 
2,  down  to  the  present  time  ;  and  had 
been  acquiesced  in,  from  a  conviction 
that  the  power,  though  extraordinary,  was 
necessary  fur  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  revenue.  If  an  officer  entered  a  hou<e 
in  the  manner  mentioned  by  the  noble 
duke,  and  found  no  smuggled  goods,  it 
was  actionable ;  so  that  the  writ  must  be 
executed  at  the  officer's  peril.  But  whe- 
ther the  system  ou^ht  to  continue  oi  nos 
there  could  he  no  reasonable  objection  to 
this  Bill  ;  which  was  merely  ro  provide 
against  the  expiration  of  the  writ  by  the 
death  or  resignation  of  the  head  o(  the 
Board  of  Customs  who  mi^ht  have  autlio> 
rised  it. 

Lord  EUenborou^h  said,  on  an  indictment 
before  him,  the  objection  wa>  taken,  that 
the  writ  abated  by  such  deaiii  nr  ch^^nge  ; 
and  it  appeared  to  him,  that  *ticre  was 
much  force  in  it.    He  presumed,  that  it 
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was  in  consequence  of  that  doubt  that  the 
Bill  was  brought  in.  The  system  wu 
only  justified  by  its  necessity  ;  but«  at 
any  rate,  the  writ  must  be  executed  at  the 
officer's  peril ;  and  if  nothin^^  was  found, 
the  breaking  open  was  actionable.  While 
the  system  was  continued,  there  conld  be 
no  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  the  present 
Bill. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 
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Private  Mad* Houses.]  .Mr.  Rote, 
pursuant  to  notice,  proceeded  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  and  ren- 
der more  eilectual  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  the  14th  of  the  King.  He  pre- 
faced his  motion  by  a  short  detail  of  the 
grievances  which  existed  about  the  com- 
mencement of  his  Majesty's  reign,  and 
which  had  been  discovered  by  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  enquire  into  the  stale  of 
Private  Mad-houses  in  the  United  King- 
dom. He  mentioned  some  of  the  most 
aggravated  cases  of  persons  being  confined 
in  these  receptacles  who  were  in  a  state 
of  perfect  mental  sanity.  Amongst  oiliers» 
a  person  was  found  who  had  his  wife  con* 
lined  in  one  of  these  houses*  and  who^ 
when  asked  whether  she  was  mad.  re- 
plied "  O,  no ;  but  I  consider  the  place 
as  a  kind  of  Bridewell."  In  fact,  it  had 
been  found  that  the  practice  was,  to  admit 
persons  without  any  enquiry  whether  or 
not  they  were  deranged.  It  was  asto- 
nishing that  ten  years  actually  elapsed 
after  the  report  of  the  committee  which 
he  had  mentioned,  before  any  remedy 
was  applied  *to  that  flagrant  evil.  At 
length,  in  1774-,  an  Act  had  been  passed* 
which,  however,  was  now  found  to  be 
very  inad equate  to  prevent  the  evil.  Al 
a  proof  of  this,  he  had  a  statement  in  hit 
hand,  concerning  the  situation  of  persou 
confined  in  some  of  these  houses.  In 
instance,  the  apartments  allotted  for-; 
sons  confined  ^^cre  found  to  be  cells 
the  ground  floor,  nine  feet  long  and  fire 
broad,  the  walls  of  whicl),  as  well  as-ths 
ground,  were  wet  with  damp.  The  whola 
tnrnituie  consisted  of  a  Ik>x  containing 
some  straw  or  blankets  hv  wav  of  a  bed* 
Tli«*  A*:*,  required  the  certificate  of  a  sei^ 
geoii,  amongst  others,  before  a  pmoa 
could  be  received  imo  a  private  mad* 
hiMise  Tmre  were  Actually  casfrs  in 
which  it  was  iuuud  that  the  suigeon'a  cti^ 
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tificate  was  signed   by  the  keeper  of  the    evefy  thing  of  importance  relating  to  the 
house.    The  object  of  the  Bill  which  he 


meant  to  bring  in  was;  to  remove  the  de- 
fects of  the  existing  Act.  It  would  go  to 
provide,  that  the  magistrate^  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties  should  periodically  visit 
the  private  mad -houses  within  the  respec- 
tive counties,  and  make  reports  on  the 
subject,  on  pain  of  severe  penalties.  He 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
lo  amend  the  Act  of  the  14th  of  the  King, 
respecting  private  mad- houses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  op- 
position, and  Mr.  Rose  afterwards  brought 
in  the  new  Bill,  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply.] Mr.  Thomas  Courtenay  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Supply  the  follow- 
ing Resolution^  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to : 

That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  eight  mil- 
lions, be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  towards 
paying  on  and  discharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  issued  for  the  service  of  the  year 
IS  13,  charged  on  the  aids  of  that  year, 
outstanding  and  undischarged* 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.]  Mr.  Thomas  Cour- 
tenay reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  the  following  Resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  agreed  to : 

That,  towards  making  good  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be  issued 
and  applied  the  sum  of  eight  millions, 
part  of  the  amount  of  monies  in  the 
Exchequer,  and  remaining  to  be  received 
on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1814,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  of  twenty -one  millions 
granted  out  of  the  produce  of  war  taxes 
iur  the  service  of  the  year  1813. 

Corn  Laws.]  Lord  A.  Hamilton  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  certain  persons  in 
the  county  of  Lanark,  praying  that  no 
alteration  might  be  made  in  the  Com 
Laws. 

On  the  question  that  it  should  He  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  Baring  took  that  opportunity  to 
express  his  hope,  that  the  discussions  on 
the  subject  of  the  corn  laws  would  not  be 
put  otf^  as  in  the  last  session,  until  the 
middle  of  summer,  when  members  were 
called  upon  to  vote  on  a  question  which  it 
was  not  posHible  to  have  time  to  digest 
Considering  the  imperfect  nature  of  the 
loformaiion   hiihfrto  obtained,  aad  that 
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subject  was  yet  to  be  learned*  he  hoped 
that  some  eifectnal  measure  would  be 
adopted  in  good  time. 

Mr.  ^.  Fitzgerald  said,  that  be  had  no 
difficulty  in  stating,  in  as  far  as  he  knew« 
what  was  likely  to  be  done  on  the  subject. 
An  hon.  friend  of  his,  the  member  for 
Queen's  county  (sir  H.  Parnell),  had  been 
chairman  of  the  committee;  and  it  was 
at  the  desire  of  that  bun.  baronet,  that  all 
the  accounts  relating  to  the  business  had 
been  moved  for.  When  the  matter  had 
been  discussed  before  the  Christmas  recess, 
it  had  appeared  to  every  one,  that  it  woUld 
be  unfair  and  unwise  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  in  the  absence  of  many  of  those 
members  whom  the  subject  most  concerned. 
He  knew  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
hon.  baronet  to  bring  the  matter  under 
due  discussion  as  soon  as  possib.le  after  the 
recess. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  what  he  thought  ne- 
cessary was,  that  there  should  be  either 
a  fresh  committee,  or  that  evidence  should 
be  taken  at  the  bar  on  the  subject* 

Mr.  W,  Fiitgerald  said,  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  hon.  baronet,  he  felt  it  im- 
possible to  say  what  course  would  be 
taken. 

Adjournment.]  The  ChanceUar  qf  the 
Exchequer  said,  that  from  the  present 
state  of  public  business,  he  belieTed  it 
would  not  be  inconvenient  if  the  House 
adjourned  for  the  Easter  vacation  to- 
morrow instead  of  Thursday.  If  any 
gentleman  had  any  private  business  which 
stood  for  Thursday,  he  begged  him  to 
state  it. 

No  member  rising,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he 
would  move  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
for  the  Easter  recess. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  April  6. 

Civil  LiBERTTi^ifPRisoNMBNTON  Mesne 
Process.]  Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  rose 
to  present  four  Petitions,  which  he  consi- 
-dered  of  great  consequence,  because  they 
related  to  the  very  important  subject  of 
civil  liberty.  He  had,  with  some  degree  of 
astonishment,  met  with  persons  who  were 
bold  enough  to  state  their  objections  to 
political  liberty,  from  whom  he  completely 
differed  ;  and  he  had  seen  those  who  were 
bigoto  enough  10  declare  their  seHtimenta 
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against  religioas  liberty^  from  whom  alfo 
his  as  widely  dissented ;  but  be  never  yet 
met  with  a  man  who  had  the  audacity  to 
state  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  civil  liberty. 
All  their  lordships  most  know  so  much  of 
the  laws  of  their  country  as  justly  to  ap- 
preciate the  29th  chapter  of  Magna  Charta, 
the   most  precious   part  of    this  statute^ 

Srovided  as  a  bulwark  to  our  English  li- 
erties.  If  their  lordships  would  turn  to 
the  chapter  he  cited,  they  would  find 
it  enacted,  that  no  man  should  be  con- 
demned without  trial,  that  justice  should 
not  be  sold,  denied,  or  delayed.  "  My 
lords/'  said  earl  Stanhope, ''  it  is  notorious, 
that  justice  is  sold  in  this  country.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say,  that  it  is  sold  by  the 
judges ;  but  such  are  the  fees  and  expences 
to  be  paid  for  its  administration,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  a  certain  description  of  the 
community  to  become  possessed  of  it ; 
and  if  the  sellers  are  permitted  to  put  such 
a  price  as  to  exceed  the  means  of  purchase 
among  certain  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  the  result  will  amount  to  a  denial 
of  justice  to  those  who  are  placed  in  that 
situation.  With  respect  to  delay,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  remind  your  lordships  of 
what  daily  comes  under  our  observation. 
Perhaps  that  delay  may  be  the  effect  of 
necessi ty ;  but  while  it  exists,  it  becomes  our 
serious  consideration  to  provide  such  means 
as  to  rid  our  laws  of  injustice  so  great,  and 
oppression  so  monstrous."  The  noble  earl 
stated,  that  the  petitions  he  referred  to 
complained  of  the  wrongs  which  arose 
through  the  present  system  of  mesne  pro- 
cess ;  which,  in  consequence  of  allowing  a 
man  to  arrest  upon  the  oath  he  chose  to 
make  for  the  purpose,  might  render  an- 
other liable  to  suffer  a  long  imprisonment, 
without  being  in  the  leant  in  debt;  and 
under  the  proceedings  of  mesne  process,  it 
might  occur  that  delay  would  be  t^qual  to 
injustice.  Therefore,  without  considering 
at  present  whether  the  law  of  imprison- 
ment could  or  could  not  be  defended,  he 
was  prepared  to  declare,  that  imprisonment 
under  mesne  process  could  not  be  justified. 
The  6rst  petition  which  he  had  to  pre- 
sent to  their  lordships,  was  that  of  Matthew 
Baillie  Dennett;  to  which  he  would  re- 
quest their  particular  attention,  inasmuch 
as  it  described  the  case  of  a  person  impri- 
soned without  any  just  cause  of  debt,  and 
detained  in  custody  a  considerable  length 
of  time ;  that  against  the  hardships  of  those 
proceedings  he  had  pleaded  by  petition, 
and  in  other  forms;  that  the  petitioner, 
on  every  point,  bad  taken  the  advice  of 
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counsel;  and  all  the  ilateiMDto  made 
were  according  to  their  opinione  of  the 
law  upon  the  subject  The  delaye  cea* 
plained  of  in  this  particular  caae  were  car* 
tainly  unnecessary. 

The  next  was  the  petition  of  Walter  J. 
Baldwin,  esq. ;  in  which,  the  uoble  lori 
observed,  without  wishing  to  throw  the 
blame  upon  any  manner  of  nien«  what 
was  complained  of,  in  being  detained  after 
the  declaration  of  the  Court,  appeared  le 
him  to  be  unjust  and  contrary  to  law. 

The  third  petition  he  wasaboutloprescat 
was  that  of  T.  Maney,  a  priaoner  for  debt 
in  the  King's- bench ;  by  the  alatemcnu 
in  which  it  appeared,  that  be  diacovercd, 
on  the  part  of  a  person  named,  certsia 
frauds ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Thames  police  magiatraio^ 
who,  in  consequence,  sent  officers  to  aeaick 
the  premises  of  that  person;  and  opoa 
their  search,  property  was  aaid  to  havs 
been  found.  That  he  (the  petitioner)  wai 
twice  arrested,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
beinff  examined  as  a  witnesa;  and«  tha^ 
on  the  occasion  of  the  second  arrest,  the 
person,  who  had  put  him  in,  had  inibnned 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  trials  that 
he  had  gone  abroad. 

The  next  petition  (his  lordship  obaerrcd) 
was  that  of  Stephen  Eagleton,  a  persea 
who  had  been  set  free  under  tke  Ad 
brought  in  by  a  noble  and  learned  M 
(Eilenborough) ;  after  which,  howeferiit 
was  stated,  that  he  was  seiaed  by  the 
turnkeys  of  the  King's-bench  and  droggei 
into  prison ;  but  he  was  subaeqoently  li- 
berated by  them,  which  was  an  achnew* 
ledgment  that  they  had  acted  unjiietly. 

All  these  four  petitions  had  the  aaoM 
prayer;  namely,  the  abolition  of  imft^ 
sonment  for  debt  on  mesne  prorres  ll 
had  been  said,  in  the  way  of  objecttee  la 
such  a  measure,  that  it  would  decreest 
credit.  To  this  he  would  oheerme^  Ihat 
the  too  great  increase  of  credit  wae  one  el 
the  greatest  curses.  He  admitted  aft  the 
same  time,  that  in  certain  cases,  credit 
beneficial ;  nay,  advantageous; 
instances  of  professional  and 
descriptions  of  men,  who  may  be  in 
of  assistance  of  the  kind.  Bat  aa  the  lav 
stood,  a  man  may  be  imprisoned  wheie 
no  assistance  had  been  afforded*  Hia 
main  objection  was,  to  the  exiateace  ef 
imprisonment  withoat  a  crime.  The 
of  imprisonment  was  in  some  case 
manner  withoat  control;  it  may  be 
cised  even  by  one  who  may  take 
away  to  America  afurirards.    The  m 
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to  ill  accorded  with  bis  feelings  apOD  the 
subject  of  civil  liberty,  that  he  most  say  it 
ought  not  to  continoe.  As  to  the  petitions 
referred  to,  whatever  might  be  the  indivi- 
dual opinions  of  their  lordships  as  to  the 
cases,  none  could  say  but  that  they  ought 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  noble  earl  then  regularly  presented 
the  petitions,  which  he  beggfd  might  be 
fully  read  by  the  clerk.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done.  The  first  was,  as  above  stated, 
from  Matthew  Bailiie  Dennett.  The  state- 
ments of  the  petition  appeared  to  be  of  the 
general  tendency  described  by  the  noble 
earl  in  the  coarse  of  his  observations  to  the 
House. 

The  second  was  from  Walter  J.  Baldwin, 
esq.  as  follows : 

•«  To  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  The  respectful  Petition  of  Walter  J. 
Baldwin,  esq. 

^  Sheweth ;  That  under  the  existing 
system  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  your 
lordships'  petitioner  was  arrested  on  mesne 
process,  in  his  bed,  on  the  morning  of  the 
2Sd  March,  18 IS,  and  was  held  in  prison 
till  (he  1 1th  of  March,  1814,  a  period  of 
upwards  of  eleven  months,  for  a  demand 
which  he  was  not  in  any  manner  bound 
by  law  to  pay,  as  has  since  been  proved 
by  a  decision  of  the  court  of  KingVbench 
in  the  month  of  February  last. 

'*  That  petitioner,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
his  arrest,  applied  at  judge's  chambers,  by 
his  attorney,  to  the  chief  justice  of  the 
court  from  which  process  issued,  for  an 
order  to  be  discharged  from  a  groundless, 
unjust,  and  illegal  arrest,  but  was  referred 
to  the  court,,  which  did  not  sit  for  five 
weeks  after :  that  in  coniequence  he  re- 
mained at  a  lock-up- house  for  those  five 
weeks,  when  he  moved  the  court  by 
counsel  for  an  order  as  above,  but  could 
not  obtain  \X\  and  that  afterwards,  on 
being  served  with  a  false  and  groundless 
declaration,  he  applied  again  by  his 
attorney  to  another  judge  of  said  court  at 
his  chambers,  for  an  order  to  be  discharged, 
but  did  not  obtain  it;  so  that  your  lord- 
ships will  perceive  thst  every  thing  in 
petitioner's  power  was  done  to  endeavour 
to  procure  his  liberation,  but  without 
effect. 

"  That  when  the  action,  on  which  Tonr 
petitioner  had  been  so  arrested,  afurwards 


I  came  into  court  to  be  tried  on  the  23d  of 
February,  1814,  eleven  months  from  peti* 
tinner's  arrest,  the  plaintiff  was  non-suited  ; 
and  the  chief  justice  of  the  court,  as  peti* 
tioner  has  been  credibly  informed,  most 
expressly  declared,  that  your  petitioner 
ought  not  to  have  been  held  to  bail ;  that 
is  to  say,  ought  not  to  have  been  arrested, 
or  held  in  prison  at  all,  in  this  cause,  aa 
there  was  no  ground  of  action. 

•*  That,  after  the  non-suit  of  the  plaintiff^ 
your  petitioner  applied,  by  his  attorney, 
to  a  judge  of  the  court  in  which  the  action 
was  instituted,  for  an  order  for  his  dis* 
charge ;  but  although  he  had  already  had, 
as  aforesaid,  the  decision  of  the  court  in  hb 
favour,  he  could  not  obtain  it,  but  was  re- 
ferred to  the  chief  justice  of  the  said  court, 
who  did  not  come  to  his  chambers  for 
many  days  afler :  that,  on  the  said  chief 
justice's  coming  to  his  chambers,  yonr 
petitioner  again  applied  for  an  order,  as 
aforesaid,  for  his  discharge,  but  was  again 
referred  to  a  future  day  ;  and,  that  on  the 
future  day  appointed,  your  petitioner,  a 
third  time,  applied  for  said  order,  and  oh* 
tained  it.  Your  petitioner,  therefore,  as 
your  lordships  are  requested  to  olMcrve^ 
was  thus  by  means  of  a  most  groundless, 
vexatious,  and  harassing  course  of  pro* 
ceedings,  held  in  prison*  contrary  to  law, 
for  eleven  months  previous  to  the  decision 
of  the  court  in  his  favour  as  aforesaid,  and 
was  even  subsequently  to  the  said  decision 
in  his  favour,  further  kept  in  prison  for 
upwards  of  a  fortnight,  from  the  said  2Sd' 
of  February  to  the  11th  of  March  follow- 
ing, although  the  court  had  expressly  do* 
cided  that  there  was  no  ground  whatsoever 
for  arresting  him  or  holding  him  in  ctistody 
on  the  said  cause  of  action. 

"  Wherefore  yonr  petitioner  most  resped- 
fnlly  implores  your  lordships,  from  yoor 
regard  for  the  righu  and  liberties  of  your 
fellow-sabjecu,  and  by  the  real  prosperity 
and  best  interests  of  your  country,  to  tain 
such  measures  as  to  your  wisdom  shall 
seem  meet,  totally  to  abolish  the  practice 
of  imprisonment  for  debt,  at  least  on  mtfsne 
process,  under  friUch  such  groundless  and 
harassing  oppression  may  be  visited  on 
the  moat  innocent,  most  virtuous,  and  most 
worthy  member  of  the  community ;  and 
the  abolition  of  which  would  be  in  no  way 
injurions  to  the  fair  creditor,  but  would 
on  the  contrary  be  equally  beneficial  to 
him,  the  debtor,  and  the  country  at  largo. 
•^And  petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

"  Wa&tir  J.  Baldwih.'* 
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The  third  petition  was  from  Timothy 
Maney,  to  the  effect  and  tendency  de- 
scribed by  the  noble  earl ;  and  the  fourth, 
from  Stephen  Eagleton,  in  tlie  like  manner. 

The  petiiions  being  read,  they  were 
severally,  on  the  motions  of  earl  Stan))ope, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  the 
earl  of  Liverpool,  adjourned  (for  the  Easter 
recess]  until  Tuesday  the  19th. 


Apprentice  Lawi. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  April  0. 

Apprentice  Laws]  Mr.  H.  Davis 
presented  a  petition  from  certain  master 
manufacturers  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  pray- 
ing that  80  much  of  the  Act  of  the  5th  of 
Eti^beth,  cap.  d-,  as  inflicted  penalties  on 
persons  exercising  trades  to  which  they 
had  not  served  regular  apprenticeships, 
should  be  repealed.-— Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  presented  a  petition  from 
the  manufacturers  of  Coventry,  praying 
that  that  part  of  the  5th  of  Elizabeth, 
cap.  4,  which  inflicted  penalties  on  persons 
exercising  trades  to  which  they  had  not 
served  regular  apprenticeships,  should  be 
rendered  efficient.  He  should  merely 
move  "  that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table ;"  but,  before  he  sat  down,  he 
wished  to  inquire  of  the  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow)  who  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  Bill 
CD  the  subject,  whether  he  meant,  in  his 
proposed  measure,  to  confine  himself 
merely  to  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the 
5ih  of  Elizabeth  which  sanctioned  those 
penalties,  or  to  do  away  with  the  Act 
altogether  ?  He  also  wished  to  know, 
whether  the  learned  gentleman  intended 
to  push  his  Bill  through  the  different 
stages  in  the  present  session ;  or,  having 
introduced  it,  to  let  it  lie  over  till  the 
next  ?  In  his  opinion,  a  committee  ought 
to  be  appointed,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
examine  the  whole  of  the  petitions  that 
had  been  presented  relative  to  the  5th  of 
Elizabeth,  and  also  to  look  into  the  provi- 
sions of  that  Act. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  said,  most  unques- 
tionably he  did  not  mean  to  go  beyond 
the  terms  of  his  notice,  in  the  measure  he 
should  introduce.  He  had  stated,  expli- 
citly, the  part  of  the  Act  that  he  wished  to 
have  repealed,  and  he  had  not  since  altered 
his  determination.  With  respect  to  the 
second  point  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  in- 
terrogatory,—" Whether  he  intended  to 


hurry  ilie  Bill  through  the  House?"  bs 
would  answer,  that  he  certaialy  did  not 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  seenied  to  forget, 
that  the  presenu  period  was^  Tiriaally,  ai* 
most  the  commeDcement  of  the  sewon, 
and  that  very  important  business  was  yet 
to  come  on.     He  (serjeani  Onslow)  as- 
doubted  ly  did  wish  to  have  the  sense  of 
the  House  taken  on  the  Bill  before  Um 
session  terminated.    And  this*  he  thouglit, 
could  be  done  without  any  impotatioo  of 
hurry.     In  the  last  session  the  Treasam 
of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Rose)  had  preaeoted  i 
petition  from  a  great  number  of  penooi 
who  were  desirous  that  the  penalties  shoald 
be  continued ;  and  moved  for  a  con>inittcc 
to  investigate  the  allegations  of  the  pcti* 
titioners.     A  committee  was  granted— it 
sat  from  day  to  day — and    the  evidenct 
adduced  before  it  was  printed.     He  (wi^ 
jeant  Onslow)  inquired  of  that  right  tMNi. 
gentleman,  whether  he  intended  to  Ibaod 
any  motion  on  this  evidence  ?  And,  ss* 
derstanding  that  he  did  uot^  he  stated,  « 
the  close  of  the  last  session,  that  he  woaU 
himself  submit  a  motion  on  the  sabJML 
Soon  after  parliament  met,  he  gave  noiict 
of  a  motion  for  the  30ih  of  November; 
but,  in  consequence  of  a  number  of  frs- 
tlemen,  who  represented  large  maaafiw- 
turing    districts    (particularly    the    Im& 
member  for  Yorkshire),  not  being  thea  ia 
town,  he  postponed  it  till  the  22d  of  Ft* 
bruary,  and  had  finally  put  it  oflT  till  ihs 
27th  of  the  present  month-— knowing  thM 
a  call  of  the  House  would  take  place  be* 
fore  that  period,   which  would  ensnrs  s 
lull  attendance  when  the  proposed  laca- 
sure  came  to  be  discussed.      That  lis 
country  was  not  unprepared    for  it,  wsi 
evident  from  the  numerous  petitions  which 
had  been  presented  in  favour  of  iu     Peli* 
tions  of  that  nature  had   been    received 
from  Leeds,    Birmingham^  Huddeiafiel4 
Bristol,  and  many  other  populous  neigb- 
bourhoods.      Several   petitions    had  ahs 
been  presented    against  it.      How   they 
were  procured  he  did  not  know  ;  but  ihc 
language  in  all   of  them  appeared   ftrr 
nearly  the  same.      With  respect  to  tk(ii 
principal  trade  carried  on  by  the 
tuents  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  it  would 
be  at  all  aiiected  bv  the  new  Bill. 
It  was  already  guarded  by  a  variety  af 
enactments,  totally  independent  of  the  5lh 
of  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  it  was  very  irut^ 
that  his  constituents  (the  freemen  of  Co* 
ventry)  were  obliged  by  act  of  pariiaaMU 
to  serve  a  regular  apprenticeship^  beftia 
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they  coald  carry  on  th«  bosmess  alladed 
to  by  the  letrned  gentleman.  Now,  they 
were  alarmed,  lest  by  the  proposed  Bill 
they  should  be  deprived  of  a  right  which 
ihey  had  long  enjoyed.  They  therefore 
were  anxious  that  the  Bill  shoald  not  be 
hurried  through  the  House. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Petition  for  Lsavb  to  prbssmt  a 
Petition  respecting  the  Office  of 
G AUGER  of  London.]  A  Petition  of  the 
court  of  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city 
of  London  was  read ;  setting  forth,  "  That 
his  Majesty's  royal  predecessor  Edward 
the  Uh,  king^of  England,  being  entitled  to 
the  gauging  of  all  wines,  oils,  and  other 
gaugable  commodities,  imported  for  sale 
into  England,  by  his  letters  patent  under 
the  great  seal  of  England,  beiaring  date'  at 
Westminster,  the  26th  day  of  June,  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  reign,  in  consideration  of 
7,000/.  released  to  him  by  the  said  mayor 
and  commonalty  and  citizens,  was,  amongst 
other  things,  graciously  pleased  to  grant 
to  the  said  mayor  and  commonalty  and 
citizens  the  office  of  gauger  within  the 
said  city,  to  have  the  said  office,  and  the 
diitposition,  ordinance,  oversight,  and  cor- 
rection of  the  same,  together  with  the 
fees,  profits,  and  emoluments  to  the  same 
office  due  and  by  use  belonging  by  use 
and  custom  to  the  said  mayor  and  com- 
monalty and  citizens  and  their  successors 
for  ever,  and  also  the  exercise  of  the  same 
office,  by  themselves  or  their  sufficient 
deputy,  which  said  office  has  been  exer- 
cised by  the  petitioners  from  the  granting 
of  the  said  letters  patent,  hitherto  to  their 
emolument,  and  to  the  great  advantage 
and  benefit  of  the  public ;  and  the  forfei- 
tures accruing  to  his  Majesty  and  his  pre- 
decessors, received  by  the  petitioners  or 
their  deputy,  in  the  exercise  of  such  office, 
have  been  duly  accounted  for  annually, 
upon  oath,  by  the  gauger  and  deputy 
gauger  of  the  city  of  London,  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer ;  and  that,  from  the 
granting  of  the  said  letters  patent  until 
the  completion  of  the  docks  and  qaays 
authorized  and  established  by  the  acts  of 
parliament  hereinafter  mentioned,  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  gaugeable  commo- 
dities, imported  into  the  port  of  London 
for  sale,  were  landed  and  brought  within 
the  said  city  and. the  liberties  thereof,  by 
reason  whereof  the  petitioners  had  the 
gauging  of  the  same,  and  the  fees,  profits, 
and  emolmnents  arising  therefrom ;  but 
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that  an  Act  passed  in  the  39th  year  of  th% 
reign  of  his  present  Majeaty,  intituled^ 
"  An  Att  for  rendering  more  commodiom^ 
and  for  better  regulating  the  port  of  Lon- 
doi);"  and,  by  another  Act  passed  in 
the  SQth  and  40th  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  intituled,^"  An  Act  for  making  wet 
docks,  basons,  cuu,  and  other  works,  for 
the  greater  accommodation  and  security 
of  shipping,  commerce,  and  revenue  within 
the  port  of  London,''  the  several  quaya 
therein  mentioned,  which  are  now  com* 
pleted,  are  made  legal  quays  f<ir  the  im- 
portation and  landing  of  merchandize  im« 
ported  for  sale  into  the  said  port  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  almost  all  the  gaugeable  com- 
modities imported  into  the  port  of  Loudon 
must  now,  by  the  respective  provisions  of 
the  said  Acts,  necessarily  be  landed  on 
the  said  quays  respectively,  and  cannot 
lawfully  be  landed  elsewhere ;  and  that 
the  said  quays  are  situated  oBt  of  the  local 
limits  of  the  said  citv  and  the  liberties 
thereof;  and  althougli  the  gauge  of  all 
gaugeable  commodities  coming  into  the 
port  of  London,  and  landed  without  the 
actual  limits  of  the  city  of  London  and 
liberties  thereof,  have,  from  the  date  of 
the  said  charter  down  to  the  completion 
of  the  docks  constructed  by  virtue  of  the 
above  mentioned  Acts,  been  taken  by  the 
city  gauger  on  each  shore  of  the  river  up 
to  upon  and  beyond  the  local  situation  of 
the  said  docks,  without  question  or  dis* 
pute  of  the  city's  right  of  gauge,  and  al- 
though the  lord  chief  justice  of  his  Majes- 
ty's court  of  King's- bench,  upon  the  first 
trial  of  the  question,  decided  in  favour  of 
the  city's  right  so  to  gauge  .under  tne 
charter  of  Edward  the  ith,  yet,  upon  a  sub- 
sequent trial  of  the  question,  that  court 
adopted  a  contrary  decision,  and  adjudged 
that  the  petitioners  could  not,  under  the 
said  letters  patent,  legally  claim  to  exer- 
cise their  said  office  of  gauger  on  gauge- 
able  commodities  there  imported  and  land* 
ed,  whereby  they  have  lost  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  profits  of  their  said  office,  so 
purchased  by  tb^m  as  aforesaid,  for  a 
large  pecuniary  consideration,  and  the 
public  nave  lost  the  advantage  of  a  gauger 
legally  constituted  to  gauge  and  ascertain, 
on  oath,  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  as 
also  an  arbiter  between  the  gangers  for 
the  revenue  and  the  merchant,  in  the  me»*. 
sure  of' the  gaugeable  commodities  so  im- 
ported and  landed  at  the  said  quays ;  and, 
that  the  consent  of  the  lords  commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  this  applies* 
cation  was  not  obtained  until  within  t  few. 
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dijrs  lait  pfBit ;  and  pmyiBg,  that  leav« 
may  be  giren  to  preKot  a  patitioii  for 
Umwt  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jeaty  to  grant  to  the  aaid  mayor  and  com- 
monalty and  «itiaeni  the  officer  of  gaoger 
at  (be  aaid  4ocks  and  qaaya,  and  at  all 
legal  qoaya  and  tafferance  wharfs  wherein 
gaageable  commoditiee  may  now  or  here- 
after be  lawfully  landed  within  the  port 
of  London,  in  like  manner  as  they  now 
kokl  and  eaercise  the  laid  office  within 
the  city  of  London,  or  that  they  may  have 
atich  other  relief  as  the  Hooie  shall  think 
jtnt  and  equitable.'' 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  present 
a  petition  as  desired* 

The  House  being  informed.  That  one 
of  the  sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London  at- 
tended at  the  door,  he  was  called  in,  and 
at  the  bar  presented  to  the  House,  a  Peti- 
tioa  of  the  court  of  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  the  ciiy  of  London  : — and  then  he  with- 
drew. 

And  the  said  Petition  was  read ;  con- 
taining the  same  allegations  as  the  last 
preceding  petition;  and  praying,  that 
leave  may  be  givrn  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  Thst  the  said  petition  be  re- 
fcrred  to  a  committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Amovbhmcnt  op  ma  Housa.]  The 
GAafice//or  ^  ike  Exckequtr  said,  that  as 
they  were  then  almost  on  the  eve  of  the 
holidays,  and  as  there  was  no  business  of 
importance  before  the  House,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necessity  for  pre- 
facini(  the  motion  of  adjournment,  of  which 
he  had  giren  notice  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  which  was  perfectly  in  uni- 
son with  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  the 
House,  with  any  observations.  He  then 
moved — "  That  this  House  do,  on  its 
rising,  adjourn  to  Monday  se*nnight.'' 

Mr.  Whu^ftead  felt  it  his  duty  to  Uke 
notice  of  the  manner  in  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  proposed  his  motion. 
The  present,  it  was  true,  was  a  very  un- 
soal  session ;  the  recesses  bad  already  been 
very  long,  and  they  had  been  proposed  at 
most  extraordinary  periodn.  But  these 
were  circumstances  that  could  not  justify 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  thinking,  that 
the  proposed  adjournment  was  a  mere 
matter  of  courae.  It  seemed  to  him,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  acted  somewhat 
disrespectfully  to  the  Hotise,  in  not  inform- 
ing them  why  they  were  then  called  on 
to  adjoam  to  a  period  not,  in  his  opiaion. 
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very  common;  becaoae  it  waa  by  ao 
means  anosoal  for  that  Hooae,  aa  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  parliamentary  kmiwledgi 
mnst  suggest,  to  meet  on  the  Wednesday 
in  Easter'  week.  Now*  he  coald  conceive^ 
that  the  absence  of  a  noble  lord  (<^stl^ 
reagh)— the  want  of  time  to  arraDge  Ai 
documents  received  by  govemawnt— « 
the  expectation  of  events  of  great  Smper* 
tance  (on  which  he  would  not  offer  an  ob> 
serratioD)«-might  indnce  the  right  hsa. 
gentleman  to  move  an  adjoarnaaeBt  til 
Monday  se'nnight. — But  having,  at  em 
time,  stated,  that  the  adjoomment  ahoaU 
take  place  on  Thursday,  and  having  mm 
anticipated  that  day,  it  did  not  appear  ts 
him  to  be  quite  a  matter  of  coarae :  aai, 
therefore,  he  called  on  the  riaht  hon.  gca- 
tleman  to  assign  hisreasona  for  taking  dai 
step.  It  was  to  him,  as  a  member  or  pifr 
I  lament,  a  very  onsatisfaclorjf  OMda  sf 
proceeding,  although  the  right  ben.  get* 
tieman  passed  it  over  so  lightly  and  iadif^ 
ferently; 

The  Ckamcelhr  qfthe  Exeheqmer  aaid»  ka 
was  certainly  not  conscioua  of  any  want 
of  respect  for  the  House,  in  propamg  aa 
adjournment  which  was  osoal,  and  ia 
which  the  convenience  of  membera  wm 
consulted.  The  hon.  gentlemsui  (Mr. 
Wbitbread)  hsd  himself  assigned  aMaaik 
ful  reason,  if  such  were  necessary»  mill 
adjournment  in  question;  or  even  Are 
longer  adjournment,  if  the  inlereata  af  thi 
public  required  it.  It  had  alsraya  haM 
customary  at  this  season  of  the  ypar  li 
propose  such  an  adjoomment  aa  thai 
which  he  had  suggested,  nnleaa  psiblic  ba« 
siness  of  a  paramount  nature  required  tht 
House  to  meet  at  an  earlier  period  ;  and 
as  there  was  no  such  inducement  lor  de* 
parting  from  an  almost  uniform  praetife% 
he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  ealsr 
into  any  particular  explanation. 

Mr.  Whuhrtad  had  said  diatinetly,  thsl 
be  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  adjoani* 
ment,  and  had  only  objected  to  tbe  rntrn^ 
ner  in  which  it  had  been  propoaed  bf  Ui 
Majesty's  ministers. 


SriaiTs  Intbbcovue.]    The 
of  the  Exchequer  rose,  in  pursaanca  of  ae* 
tice,  to  move  tor  the  renewal  of  tbo 
mitee  which  satin  1809,  to  enquire  h 
the  intercourse  of  spirits  between 
Britain  and  Ireland.    Since  that  coaimil* 
tee   had   been  appointed,  repeated 
had  been  passed  to  prevent  the  iniei 
between  the  two  countries ;  and  aa  ia 
became  desirable  that  the  aahjaoa 
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be  breaghl  to  tomci  MrrftBgMnettt  advanta- 
geovt  to  both  coaotcio*,  as  a  praparalor j 
Hep  to  thai  proceediiig»  be  begged  leafe 
to  moTC-^ 

"  Tbat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  tbe  regulations  which  gofern 
the  drawbacka  and  coantervailing  duties 
on  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
spirits  the  manufacture  of  Great  Britaia 
or  Irelandt  from  one  country  to  the  other 
respectively  ;  and  also  what  alterationa  it 
may  k>e  expedient  to  make  in  respect  of 
the  same»  in  order  to  place  the  intercourse 
between  England  and  Ireland,  and  Scot* 
land  and  Ireland  respectively,  in  the  arti« 
cle  of  spirits,  upon  those  terms  of  recipro* 
city  which  are  required  under  the  articles 
of.  union  between  Great  BriiaiB  and  Ire- 
land; and  that  they  do  report  their  ob- 
aervations  and  opinion  tbereopon,  from 
time  to  lime,  to  the  House/' 

Sir  John  tkwpori  was  extremely  desirous 
tbat  the  committee  now  proposed  to  be 
appointed  should  examine  the  question  for 
their  consideration  fairly,  and  with  a  de« 
termination  to  come  to  some  certain  regu- 
lation upon  this  important  subject ;  as  no- 
thing was  so  improper  as  the  temporary 
acts  which  had  been  passed,  and  which 
were  in  direct  violation  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  the  Act  of  Union.  It  was  ex* 
tremely  impolitic  always  to  be  looking 
solely  to  the'  present  moment,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  futurity.  With 
respect  to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
oppose  it ;  but  he  did  apprehend  that  the 
object  in  view  would  be  attained  with  more 
certainty,  if  the  instructions  to  the  com* 
mittee  were  not  of  a  natore  so  general  as 
those  contained  in  the  motion.  The  in- 
conveniencies  of  such  instructions  hadt>een 
fully  proved  by  the  result  of  the  delibera* 
tions  of  the  last  committee,  which  had 
never  been  able  to  come  to  any  fixed  con* 
elusion,  in  consequence  of  tbe  ?ariety  of 
matters  by  which  the  attention  of  its  mem- 
bers had  been  distracted.  He  thought  it 
would  be  best  to  eonfine  the  attention  of 
the  committee  solely  to  the  question  at 
issue  beseneen  the  two  countries ;  and  with 
that  view,  he  begged  to  suggest  to  tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman  the  ezjpediency  of 
ao  wording  his  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Piitgendd  said,  that  there  was 
no  wish  on  tbe  part  of  his  Majesty's  go* 
Ternment,  that  tbe  committee  ahonld 
direct  their  attention  to  any  other  point 
than  that  in  which  the  two  coontriea  were 
particoUrly  iaterasted. 


Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  as  long  aa 
the  inatniQtions  lo  tbe  Gommittae  were  so 
general,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any 
member  to  bring  f6r ward  the  discussion 
of  any  collateral  branch  conneciech  with 
the  apirit  intercourse  of  the  two  coontriea* 

The  Chunctlior  of  the  Sxck§quer  had  bq 
wish  that  the  committee  should  go  furthifff 
than  the  hon.  baronet  thought  necessary-; 
and  had  formed  his  motion  merely  with  a 
view  of  letting  it  be  understood  tliat  the 
committee  was  similar  to  thai  appoivied 
on  a  former  occasion* 

The  question  was  then  pot  and  carriedi 

Population  of  Iau.AiHi.]'  Sir  Jbkm 
Nat^nri  wished  to  be  informed,  whether 
there  was  any  reason  for  omitting  to  lay 
before  tbe  House,  aocordin|p  lo  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  parliament  which  waa  passed 
in  a  former  session,  an  account  of  the  po« 
pulation  of  Ireland  ? 

Mr«  IL  Feel  said,  he  was  extremely 
glad  the  hon.  Iraronet  had  given  him  aa 
opportunity  of  explaining  to  the  House 
the  cause  df  this  omission.  The  fact  was^ 
that  returns  had  been  received  from  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  in  Ireland  of  the  nature 
alluded  to;  but  they  were  in  such  an 
imperfect  state,  that  they  were  utterly 
unfit  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  tbe  Hoosew 
Many  of  the  countiea  had  neglected  to 
send  in  any  returns  whatever;  while 
others  were  of  so  incorrect  a  nature,  that 
they  were  wholly  unsatisfactory.  He  bad 
however,  since  written  to  tbe  Judges  and 
to  the  foremen  of  the  grand  juries  of  difler^ 
ent  counties ;  and  was  in  hopes  that  by 
the  next  session  such  returns  would  be 
made  as  would  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
House. 

Sir  J.  Newport  expressed  himself  satis* 
fied  with  this  explanation. 

BaiTisH  MussuM.]  The  House  re- 
solved into  a  committee  of  supply,  to  whicft 
a  Petition  of  the  trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  was  referred  ;  when  8,2S1/.  1  la 
44,  was  voted  to  the  said  trasteesto  carry 
on  the  works  of  the  Mus««m|  and  a  fariher 
sum  of  1,000^  toeoable  them  to  purchase 
books  to  improve  the  collection  of  the 
Museum. 

The  House  having  resumed,  the  report 
was  ordered  In  be  leeeived  on  Monday 

se'nnight. 

* 

Tbe  Hoose  then  adjourned  to  Mondayi 
the  18th  instant. 
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Monday,  April  18. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply.]  Mr.  Brogden  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  following  Re- 
tolations,  which  were  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House : 

1.  Resolfed,  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing 8,23 U.  lit.  ^d,,  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  for  enabling  the 'trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  to  carry  on  the  trusts  re- 
posed  in  them  by  parliament;  and  that 
the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  without 
any  fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  the 
trustees  of  the  British  Museum  to  proceed 
in  making  the  necessary  purchases  for 
improving  the  collection  of  printed  books 
respecting  the  British  islands  and  the 
several  possessions  of  the  British  empire ; 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what- 
soever. 

Leeward  Islands.]  Mr.  Bravon,  with 
reference  to  a  Bill  then  in  progress  in  the 
House  (the  Colonial  Residence  Bill), 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  him  (Mr.  Goulburn). 
He  understood  that  there  had  been  an  ap- 
pointment of  a  Mr.  Le  Marchant  to  be 
civil  secretary  of  Antigua;  an  office  of 
great  importance  in  the  government  of 
that  island-*he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  appointment  to  it  was  by  commission 
or  patent  ? 

Mr.  Gondhum  said,  that  the  office  of 
secretary  for  all  the  Leeward  Islands  had 
formerly  been  held  by  one  person  ;  but 
OD  the  death  of  Mr.  Osborne  it  had  been 
deemed  advisable  to  separate  the  office ; 
and  Mr.  Le  Marchant^  brother  to  general 
Le  Marchant  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Salamanca^  had  been  appointed  by 
patent  to  be  secretary  at  Antigua,  with 
the  express  condition  that  he  should  re- 
side at  that  place. 

Mr.  Crecvey  asked  whether  the  papers 
which  had  been  ordered,  on  his  motion, 
relative  to  the  leave  of  absence  of  sir  Evan 
Mepean  from  his  office  in  the  Island  of 
Jamaica,  had  been  returned  ? 

Mr.  Croulhum  said,  that  a  letter  had  been 
written  to  Jamaica  on  the  subject  of  the 
order  ;  and  that  no  indisposition  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  government  to  afford 
the  information  wished  for. 
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The  late  NBOOciATioifa.]  The  Osv 
cellor  qf  the  Exeluquer,  after  the  tetflBSi 
mentous  events  which  had  unexpectedly 
taken  place,  though^  proper  ta  call  4kt 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  docamcBli 
relating  to  the  late  negociations.  Befort 
the  recess,  he  had  been  directed  to  se* 
quaint  the  House^  that  the  negecniisBi 
which  ha4  been  carried  on  SA  Chaiillsa- 
sur-Seine  were  broken  off,  and  that  a  can- 
munication  would  be  shortly  made  to  then 
on  that  important  subject.  At  the  shi 
time  it  was  understood,  that  all  the  do» 
ments  relating  to  those  negocfations  mm 
to  be  laid  before  the  Hooae  aa  early  n 
possible,  in  order  to  submit  fiilly  talks 
approbation  of  the  House  the  condactrf 
his  Majesty's  ministers  in  that  delteHi 
conjuncture.  The  change  of  circHi- 
stances  which  had»  however,  taken  plies 
since,  rendered  the  production  of  Ums 
documents  now  less  desirable.  The  BSt 
who  was  the  principal  party  that  wt  kd 
to  deal  with  in  those  negociationa  had  bsra 
hurled  from  his  throne — and  onthatevca^ 
which  now  filled  the  world  witfc  wee- 
der,  he  would  not  detain  the 
of  the  House ;  but  since  that 
change  had  taken  place,  other  acgociai 
tions  had  been  entered  upon,  which  prai 
mised  the  happiest  and  most  glorieesn* 
suits  for  England,  and  for  Europe.  Uaiv 
these  circumstances,  he  did  not  think  it 
advisable,  nor  perhaps  decoroa^  lo  pdb» 
lish  the  documents  relating  tQ  the  Mg^ 
ciations  at  Chatillon. 

Mr.  Whiibread  i9\i3i,  when  the  Hoowlpil 
separated,  they  were  in  daily  expeclalMi 
of  hearing  of  great  events,  and  greater  hai 
never  occurred  in  the  history  of  any  a^ 
tion  than  those  which  bad  ainoe  ' 
place.  No  man  could  contemplate 
with  greater  delight — no  man  coald  parti* 
cipate  more  largely  in  the  generaljefi 
than  he  did;  but  he  could  not  heilp  M* 
ing,  nevertheless,  that  the  House  wooM  bt 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  its  duty»  if  k 
neglected  to  call  for  the  papers  reapeciiif 
the  negociations  at  Chatillon.  They  (ikt 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons)  wiss 
not  absolved  from  their  doty  by  ihs 
prosperity  which  had  opened  on  fiuaps 
and  the  world.  They  ought  at  audi  a 
time  to  be  more  vigilant  than  eveb  b 
wu  their  duty  carefully  to  trace  what  hai 
been  the  conduct  of  ministers  before  ihs 
rupture  of  the  negociatiuns.  When  ht 
said  this,  it  was  not  because  he  thoagiA 
there  was  anv  reason  to  arraign  the  cs^ 
duct  of  ministers i  on  the  oontrarj^.lift 
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thoaght  he  tboold  be  oae  lo  appkrad  their 
condoct  throoghoat,  and  that  the  rapture 
of  the  negociations  woold  have  his  an- 
^ttalified  sanction.  He,  however,  thought, 
after  the  confidence  that  Houie  had  re- 
posed in  them,  by  adjourning  itself  from 
time  to  time,  in  order  to  give  them  every 
opportunity  of  prosecuting  the  negocia- 
tions without  interruption,  it  was  too 
much  to  tell  them,  that  those  papers  ought 
not  to  be  produced  which  they  had  pro- 
mised should  be  laid  before  them.  When 
that  House  was  the  only  body  in  England 
vnoffiiially  acquainted  with  what  had 
taken  place,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
they  ought  not  to  suffer  themselves .  to  be 
treated  thus,  at  a  time  when  they  stood  so 
high  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  as  they  did 
at  present.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
thought  it  was  inexpedient  to  produce  them 
now,  he  would  concur  with  him,  and  be 
content  to  wait  that  prosperous  issue  which 
all  fondly  anticipated ;  but  if  he  meant, 
that  it  was  now,  and  would  be  ever  inex- 
pedient to  lay  them  before  the  House,  he 
for  one  would  enter  his  protest  against 
this  doctrine.  He  woold  call  for  them ; 
and  he  thought  discredit  would  be  thrown 
on  the  House,  if  they  were  not  obtained. 
He  thought,  as  negociations  were  at  pre- 
sent going  on,  that  it  might  be  improper 
to  produce  them  now.  [Hear,  hear  !]— -A 
member  opposite  said  *'  Hear,  hear  !'* 
Did  that  hon.  member  hear  the  right  hdn. 
gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) say  he  would  be  willing  to  give  the 
papers  at  any  future  time?  If  the  hon. 
member  heard  him  say  so,  he  heard  what 
had  escaped  him  (Mr.  Wbitbread).  If  he 
had  said  so,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  was  con- 
tent to  wait ;  but  if  he  had  not  said  so,  he 
was  not  content  to  agree  that  it  would  be 
for  ever  inexpedient  to  produce  them. 
Though,  from  mformation  that  he  had  re- 
ceived as  a  private  individual,  he  thought 
the  negociations  had  broken  off  on  just 
grounds,  still,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
he  must  call  for  the  papers  which  had 
been  promised,  that  he  might  know  what 
had  caused  the  rupture. 

The  Chancellor  if  the  Exchequer  had  not 
meant,  by  any  thing  that  he  had  said,  to 
preclude  the  House  from  calling  for  the 
papers,  if  their  production  should  be 
thought  necessary  at  any  future  time. 
He  wished  at  present  to  give  no  opinion, 
aa  to  whether  or  not  ministers  might  here- 
after think  it  desirable  that  they  should  be 
produced.  Whether  or  not  it  would  be 
expedient  at  a  fetore  day,  he  was  not  now 
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disposed  to  inquire.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  the  House  had  reposed  great  con- 
fidence in  ministers,  by  adjourning  from 
time  to  time  to  enable  them  to  prosecute 
the  negociations  without  interruption. 
He  admitted,  the  House  had  reposed  great 
confidence  in  them ;  he  trusted  that  con- 
fidence had  not  been  'abused;  and  had 
only  to  express  a  hope,  that  the  House 
wuald  continue  to  have  confidence  in  them 
for  some  time  longer. 

Mr.  WhUbtead  remarked,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  bad  said  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  preclude  the  House  from  callioff  for  any 
information  which  they  might  hereafter 
think  necessary.  He  knew  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  preclude 
them  from  doing  that  over  which  he  had 
no  controul ;  but  he  now  collected  from 
what  he  had  said,  that^— the  instructiona 
given  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  coU 
leagues— that  the  opinion  of  hts  Majesty's 
government  was — that  it  would  not,  even 
at  a  future  period,  be  expedient  to  lay  be« 
fore  parliament  the  papers  which  they  had 
promised  to  produce:  now,  if  this  waa 
their  resolution,  when  the  time  came,  and 
a  time  must  arrive,  when  the  production 
of  ihese  papers  would  be  harmless,  he 
would  get  them  if  he  could  ;  and  as  their 
production  had  already  been  sanctioned 
by  ministers,  if  he  stood  alone,  he  would 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  House  to  call 
for  them.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  negociations  up  to  the  present  time, 
he  had  been  one  of  the  first  to  repoee  coi|- 
fidence  in  ministers.  He  did  not  repent 
the  line  he  had  taken  ;  but  they  must  not 
expect  his  confidence  would  be  extended 
beyond  all  bounds;  and  he  should  think 
ministers  unworthy  of  all  confidence,  if 
they  kept  from  the  House  those  papers 
which  they  ought  to  have. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  not  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  at  some  future  time  to  lay 
the  papers  before  the  House.  He  repeated, 
it  was  his  meaning,  that  it  was  not  now 
deemed  expedient  by  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters  to  lay  before  the  House  those 
papers  which  a  short  time  ago  they  thought 
it  their  duly  to  produce. 

Colonial  Offices  BiluI  Ontheqoes- 
tinn  being  put  for  going  into  a  committee 
on  this  Bill; 

Mr.  Creevey  roje  to  oppose  any  further 
progress  of  this  Bill,  which  had  been  mis- 
called a  Bill  of  Reform.  It  would,  in 
efi^ct,    sanctify   all    abusea    committed 
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.against  a  Bill  of  Reform  which  had  passed 
in  the  2'2d  of  ihe  King.     That  Bill,  which 
was  not,  as  had  been  stated,  brought  into 
thai  House  by  Mr.  Burke,  originated  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  late  marquis  of  Lansdowne, 
then  lord  Shelburne ;  it  was  brought  into 
the  House  of  Commons  by  lord  Kenyon, 
then  attorney  general ;  who  said  on  the 
occasion,  that  its  intention  was,  to  compel 
all  personswho  held  offices  in  the  West 
Indies  to  reside  iir  the  places  to   which 
they  were  appointed.     It  was  true,  that  in 
the  enacting  part  of  the  Bill  those  offices 
only  were  mentioned  that  were  held  by 
patent ;    but  the  reason  of  this  was,  that  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  compel 
those  who. held  by  commission,  to  reside, 
without  the  interference  of  the  legislature. 
Notwithstanding  this  law,  sir  £.  Nepean, 
who  was  governor   of  Bombay,  held   an 
office  in  Jamaica  by   patent ;    and   Mr. 
King,  who  held   an   office  by  the  same 
species  of  authority,   held  an  office   in 
England,  equally  incompatible  with  his 
residence  in  the  West  Indies.    There  was, 
it  was  true,  a  provision  in  (he  Act,  by 
.which  a  leave  of  absence  could  be  granted 
by  the  governor  and  council  of  the  island 
in  whicl)  the  office  was  holden.      He  was 
curious  to  see  in  the  case  of  sir  £.  Nepean 
and  Mr.  King,  what  sort  of  thing  perpetual 
leaves  of  absence  could  be :    he  doubted 
not,  when  they  were  produced,  that  the 
learned   gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  would 
contend  that  there  was  a  vested  right  in  a 
leave  of  absence,  a^  well  as  in  an  office 
held  at  pleasure.    The   hon.   gentleman 
then  read  a  copy  of  a  commission,  by 
which  the  office  of  receiver  at  Berbice 
was  granted  to  the  hon.  G.  Capell,  who  is 
also  a  commissioner  of  land   tax   in   the 
county  of  Stafford.     He  contended,  that 
this  commission,  having,  like  all  others,  a 
declaration    that    the    office    was     only 
holden  during  the  King's  pleasure,  it  could 
not  surely  be   necessary  to  pass  a  law  to 
compel  residence.    The  advocates  of  this 
Bill  (said  the  hon.  gentleman)  are  suspi- 
cious reformers  :    for,  in  the  first  place,  it 
11  they  who  have  sinned,  [No  !    from  the 
ministerial  bench.J— On  looking  over  the 
list  of  the  place-holders  in  question,  the 
names  of  lord  Hobart  and  lord  Castlereagh 
both    occurred  several    times.      Indeed, 
he   would   slake  bis  life  that  the  whole 
anxiety  for  the  present  Bill  arose  from  one 
little  passage,  viz.  '*  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted, that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 
conatrued  to  extend  to  any  existing  ap- 
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pointment  or  leave  of  abience  gnnted  be> 
fore."      By  this  pretty  device,  il  wu  in- 
tended to  support  the  leaves  of  ahacner, 
which  the  proposers  of  the  Bilt  well  koc*  [ 
to  be  loo  rotten  to  support  ihemsclTcs.  If 
the  Bill  was  pressed,  he  should  divide  ihc 
House  on  it,  and  propose^whal  he  thoagk 
would  be  a  much  better  measure^-a  rest* 
lution  that  the  law  had   been  violated  is 
the  letler,  in  the  case  of  ihe   holders  of 
colonial  offices   by   patent  ;     aod   in  iti 
spirit  and  tfFect,  by  the  holders  of  tkoR 
offices  by  commissions. 
•    Mr.  Gott/^um stated,  that  when  he  hadfini 
the  honour  of  submitting  the  present  inci- 
sure to  the  House,  he  had  in  no  degree  aotid- 
pated  the  opposition  which  it  appeared  tha 
he  was  now  to  encounter  ;    for,  whatever 
apprehensions  he  might  have  enlertsiod 
of  being  considered  as  an  intmder  oo  ihi 
province  of  reform,  which  the  hon.  geatl^ 
men   opposite   arrogated     exclusively  te 
themselves,  they  were   removed   by  ik 
general  expression    of    approbation  wai 
concurrence  with  which  it   was  received 
on  its  first  introduction.     He  was  ftiii  Jen 
prepared  to  hear  the  present  Billitigaia* 
tised  as  one  brought  in  expressly  br  the 
purpose  of  perpetuating   existing  tboH^ 
and  sanctioning  the  illegal   violations  of  t 
former  statute.     As  the   hon.  gentlcBM 
thought  it  necessary  to  give  the  history rf 
that  Bill  (the  22nd  of  the  King),  it  did  art 
appear  to  Mr.  Goulburn  improper  to  iofam 
the  House  and  the  hon.  gentleman,  thatil 
was  brought  into  the  House  of  JLordi^  and 
passed  through  that  House,  precisely  is 
the  shape  in  which  the  present  Bill  m 
submitted  to  parliament.     During  its  piD> 
gress  through  this  House,  it  was  Imiledis 
its  operation  to  patent  places;    prbbsblf 
in  consequence  of  the  suspicions  of  thsK 
who  thought,  with  the  non.  gentleoMi^ 
that  the  government  had  no  right  to  m&ddk 
with  reform ;  and  who  therefore  propsirf 
an  alteration  which  had  the  efiect  of  ran 
dering  an  useful  Bill  altogether  nagstsry^ 
That  the   ground  on   which    the   fbrflMr 
Bill  was  introduced  was  that  stated  by  tin 
hon.  gentleman,  namely,  tbatof  refomiig 
places  which  were  from  their  tenore  oi|k 
of  the  reach   of  the  prerogative   of  lit 
crown,  was  altogether  incorrect ;  Hmv  ■ 
the  Bill  had  only  a  prospective  opcnMiMb 
it  was  as  much  in  the  power  of  the  crowa 
to  have  introduced  a  clauae  of  reaideact 
into  future  patents,  as  to  compel  the  rett* 
dence  of  persons  holding  officea  dariag 
pleasure.    The  hon.  gentleman  had  intsr- 
preted  the  former  BiU  as  depri?uig  the 
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absent  pitentee  of  all  claim  to  salary  while 
absent,  and  stated  his  life  on  the  accuracy 
of  this  interpretation.  Mr.  Goulburn,  how- 
ever, thought  that  the  fact  of  the  salaries 
having  been  paid  to  absent  patentees,  was 
evidence  that  this  construction  was  incor- 
rect. He  had  never  found  that  any  per- 
sons were  willing  to  pay  sums,  sometimes 
of  considerable  amount,  to  those  who  bad 
no  legal  authority  to  demand  such  pay- 
ments; and  he  was  still  less  inclined  .to 
believe,  that  the  persons  resident  in  the' 
colonies,  from  whom,  the  fees  were  de- 
manded, which  constituted  the  salaries  of 
their  officer,  would  have  paid  them  if  the 
authority  of  the  patentee  had  admitted  of 
a  doubt.  There  was,  however,  another 
circumstance  to  contradict  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's opinion ;  which  was,  that  Mr. 
King's  claim  to  the  fees  of  his  office  had 
been  contested  in  a  court  of  law,  and  had 
been  established  by  its  decision  in  his 
favour. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  Goulburn,  that  the 
measure  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  this 
Bill,  was  one  of  the  greatest  cruelty  and 
injustice;  being  no  less  than  to  deprive 
those  who  had  received  such  offices  (on 
the  express  understanding  of  non-resi- 
dence, and  of  being  allowed  to  appoint  a 
deputy)  of  what  had  been  in  most  cases 
the  only  reward  which  they  had  received 
for  meritorious  public  service.  He  did 
not  believe  there  was  anv  one  in  the 
House  who  would,  in  his  own  case,  avail 
liimstflf  of  the  letter  of  an  agreement  in 
fippositiun  to  its  understood  engagements, 
with  a  view  of  being  released  from  its  ob- 
ligation; and  he  could  not  consent  to 
impose  either  upon  the  crown  or  the  par- 
liament a  line  of  conduct  which  would  be 
justly  considered,  in  an  individual,  to  be 
bttth  unjust  and  dishonourable. 

The  hon.  gentleman  had  at  length  dis- 
claimed his  former  opinions  as  to  the  ceco- 
iiomy  of  abolishing  colonial  offices,  and 
appropriating  their  salaries  to  home  ser- 
vices. Mr.  Goulburn  was  glad  to  hear 
this  recantation ;  but  even  if  the  measure 
originally  suggested  had  been  feasible, 
Mr.  Goulburn  would  have  thought  it  on- 
aiivilieable.  The  House  had  often  had 
reason  to  lament  the  ffelings  which  were 
found  to  be  prevalent  in  the  colonies;  to 
observe  the  distinctions  which  were  made 
between  man  and  man,  not  on  account  of 
their  qualities,  but  of  their  colour,  and  to 
reprobate  the  conduct  to  which  such  dis- 
tinctions gave  rise.  The  source  of  this 
cfii  was,  the  ttagnatioo  of  ail  colonial 


society,  arising  from  the  repugnance  which 
was  felt  to  a  residence  in  the  colonies.  By 
inducing  therefore  respectable  persons  to 
reside  there,  more  would  be  done  to  re* 
medy  this  crying  evil  than  by  any  other 
possible  mode;  nor  could  Mr.  Goo  1  burn 
believe,  that  the  House  would,  for  a  mo« 
ment,  permit  the  paltry  saving  of  a  feir 
thousand  pounds  to  weigh  against  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  which  was  essen^ 
tial  to  the  security  of  the  colony,  to  the 
happiness  of  the  colonial  population,  and 
above  all  essential  to  the  character  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  Crcevey  thought  an  attention  to  thia 
subject  was  particularly  called  for  at  the 
present  time,  from  the  near  prospect  ^e 
now  had  of  peace ;  when  a  number  of  most 
meritorious  persons,  in  consequence  of  the 
diminution  of  our  naval  and  mditary  esta* 
blishments,  would  be  reduced  to  a  scanty 
half-pay.  It  was  not  surely  at. such  e 
time  as  this  that  those  places,  which  might 
be  conferred  as  an  honourable  reward  on 
the  services  of  our  gallant  country  men, 
should  be  disposed  of  to  increase  ministerial 
patronage.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
with  moving^  as  an  amend metii,  instead  of 
the  words  "  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the 
chair,"  the  following  Resolution :— "  That 
it  appears  to  this  House,  that  by  the  22d 
of  the  Kmg,  no  persons  holding  colonial 
appointments  are  permitted  to  reside  in 
this  country  ;  that  nevertheless  many 
persons  holding  such  appointments  by 
patent,  do  reside  in  this  country,  con* 
trary  to  the  express  letter  of  the  Act; 
and  many  others,  not  holding  them  by 
patent,  contrary  to  its  evident  meaning 
and  spirit ;  that  this  is  an  abuse  and  viola* 
tion  of  the  law,  calling  loudly  for  inquiry 
and  correction.^'  i 

Mr.  Wkitbread  seconded  the  amendment. 

Sir  J.  Mackintosh  said,  it  was  true  that 
there  we^e  abodes  of  non- residence,  against 
which  it  was  proper  to  guard ;  and  waf 
of  opinion,  that  to  frame  some  new  regu- 
lations, with  respect  lo  th«  granting  of 
'leave  of  at>sence,  would  be  wise.  He  did 
not  agree  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Stephen)  in  the  line  he  had  taken 
as  to  the  "  vested  right"  which  he  sup- 
posed colonial  officers  to  have  in  tlie  situ* 
ations  to  which  they  were  appointed  dur* 
ing  pleasure ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he 
iboiight  long  established  usages  ougiu  not 
at  once  to  be  overthrown,  to  the  rain  of 
individuals.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  co* 
lonial  ofiices  might  have  been  conferred 
on  persons,  who  had  formed  their  plans  of 
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life  on  a  belief,  that  residence  would  not 
be  required.  They  had  been  ignorant  of 
the  law  on  this  subject ;  or  at  the  time 
Ihey  received  their  appointment,  they 
were  possibly  of  an  age  not  sufficiently 
mature,  to  be  aware  of  the  condition 
which  accompanied  it.  That  persons 
thus  circumstanced,  should  lose  the  in- 
come on  which  their  whole  plan  of  life 
had  been  formed,  was,  in  his  mind,  incon- 
aistent  with  the  maxims  of  wise  and  libe- 
lal  government.  He  concurred  with  that 
great  man,  (Mr.  Burke)  who  had  by  mis- 
take been  said  to  be  the  author  ol'  the  Act 
formerly  passed  on  this  subject,  in  think- 
ing that "  tenderness  to  an  individual  cost 
mithiiig  to  a  state ;  that  that  which  was 
every  thing  to  a  man,  was  nothing  to  the 
resources  of  a  nation  ;  so  that  the  princi- 
ple complained  of,  was  adhered  to  no 
longer/'  To  adopt  now  the  reaolution 
moved  as  an  amendment  by  the  lion,  gen- 
tiemin  (Mr.  Creevcy),  to  compel  those  | 
holding  colonial  offices  to  rrsidc,  would  | 
be  to  compel  the  greatest  part  of  them  lo 
resign.  Doing  this,  they  would  reward 
the  exertions  of  the  present  government 
by  throwing  into  their  hands  a  great  deal 
of  patronage,  the  result  of  long  connivance 
aad  abuse  in  their  predecessors.  Was  it 
thought  that  the  present  administration  was 
to  superior  to  the  ministers  who  had  pre- 
ceded them,  that  the  patronage,  improper- 
ly exercised  by  them,  would  be  unexcep- 
tionably  employed  by  these,  in  rewarding 
that  distinguished  valour  which,  displayed 
by  sea  and  land,  had  placed  this  country 
ao  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  world. 
He,  for  his  part,  was  not  disposed  to  pay 
their  virtue  so  high  a  compliment  as  to 
assume  that  they  were  so  much  better 
than  all  who  had  gone  before  them.  He 
could  not  see  the  wisdom  of  placing  such 
boondleis  confidence  in  them  to  the  ruin 
of  many  unolfendinG;  persons.  He  appre- 
hended, that  the  objection,  made  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  near  him,  might  be  ob- 
viated, by  omitting  that  part  of  the  clause 
that  he  ha<l  noticed,  which  provided  that 
persons  holdmg  appnintments  before  the 
pasting  of  the  Bill,  should  not  be  affected 
by  it.  This  provision,  as  he  thought  it 
iinnec('S«ary.  be  could  wish  to  see  omitted. 
Mr.  S:r/hcn  said,  that  at  the  time  this 
Bill  was  first  brought  in,  it  seemed  to  be 
the  opinion  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
that  it  was  highly  honourable  to  the  per- 
son who  introfiuced  it,  and  to  the  colonial 
department.  The  gentlemen  on  that  side 
Were  then  anaiMlly  fair  and  candid— it 
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was  a  pity  that  tbey  changed  their  miadi 
80  very  suddenly.  With  all  their  love  of 
reformation,  there  appeared  aomething 
like  jealousy,  at  having  a  meaanre  of  thii 
nature  introduced  by  a  young  rivaL  The 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey)  expreM^ 
his  conviction,'  that  the  Bill  would  friw 
trate  reformation  in  the  colonial  offica; 
and  pretended  to  discover  aome  plot  for 
this  purpose  in  the  concluding  proviio  of 
the  Bill,  which  took  away  its  applicatiw 
to  existing  appointmenu.  In  tbe  Bill 
formerly  introduced  by  the  member  far 
Corfe  Castle,  there  was  a  saving  clause  of 
the  same  kind ;  and  it  was  the  ordinary 
and  parliamentary  mode  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  this  kind  ;  and  yet  it  waa  in  sock 
a  clause  that  he  pretended  to  discover  tkii 
plot  to  frustrate  the  reformiation  intended 
by  the  measure.  It  was  not  unasaal  is 
put  such  constructions  upon  the  beat  nesr 
sures  ;  but  the  method  now  had  recoanc 
to  was  without  example.  The  clause  wai 
represented  as  productive  of 

*•  All  monstrous,  all  prodiKioua  things; 

"  Serpent!),  and  hydras,  anu  chim«as  due.* 

A  phrase  used  by  him  upon  a  fanner  oc- 
casion was  alluded  to,  and  a  cry  was 
raised  against  him  for  the  vray  in  nhicb 
he  applied  the  term  "  vested  interests." 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  vf  hat  consunij* 
tion  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  CreeTey),ii 
the  accuracy  and  clearness  of  his  fancy, 
would  put  upon  these  terms— (A  laagli.)-- 
A  laugh  might  he  easily  raised,  hat  a 
laugh  was  no  proof  that  he  (Mr.  Siepbca) 
used  the  words  improperly.  Ha  aheali 
wish  to  hear  the  laugh  raised  against  km 
justified  by  a  close  definition,  and  notaap- 
ported  merely  by  sarcasm.  The  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey)  so  much  forgsl 
his  legal  in  his  political  studies,  that  be 
seemed  to  think  nothing  vested,  bat  what 
was  held  in  perpetuity.  Did  he  aevsr 
hear  of  vested  interests  for  a  term  of  ycaiSp 
or  in  the  funds?  Where  then  waa  llw 
aiMordity,  to  justify  the  laugh  raised 
against  him  ?  Was  it  because  he  npplisd 
tbe  words  to  places  held  during  pleaanrt? 
Could  nothing  be  a  subject  of  anjoatin* 
vasion  unless  it  was  held  during  iile  ?  If 
the  hon.  gentleman's  (Mr.  Creeve}-)  idaa 
of  the  matter  was  a  right  one,  the  gallaai 
officers  who  would  now  retire  npon  half 
pay,  might  be  deprived  of  that  half  pw, 
as  it  was  not  held  by  patent.  Im  na 
mean  to  say,  that  places  not  held  hy  pa^ 
tent  were  to  be  at  tbe  mercy  of  oTery  n* 
former  ?  He  hoped  they  would  ai 
''  master  in  Chancery     iairly. 


441} 


€dlmbd  Qfiem  BUI. 


nrrfftn  ihem^elvei  Mgum  iM^r  a  sarcaani. 
What  b«  8aid»  and  mast  again  »ay,  was, 
that  it  would  be  monstrottf,  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  that  it  woold  be  converting 
public  spirited  reformaiion  into  Jacobin 
reformation— to  deprive  persons  of  tbeir 
places  without  compensation.  So  far 
from  thinking  the  clause  objected  to  a 
blemish*  be  considered  it  indispensable  in 
such  a  measure.  Part  of  the  hon.  gentle* 
man's  (Mr.  Creevey)  plan  was,  to  apply  to 
colonial  purposes  the  money  that  would 
arise  from  the  suppression  of  some  colo- 
nial offices  ;  he  should  hbwefer  have 
known,  that  the  parliament  of  this  coon* 
try  disclaimed  the  practice  of  colonial 
taxation,  except  with  respect  to  commerce. 
Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  the  fees  were 
to  be  receifed  as  before,  and  disposed  of 
by  parliament  ?  The  hon.  gentleman 
never  was  in  the  West  Indies,  and  coald 
not  know  what  was  suiFered  by  Europeans 
residing  there.  Did  he  think  that  men  of 
talent  would  expose  themselves  to  all  the 
hardships  of  that  climate  for  a  bare  Sub* 
sistence,  and  on  the  condition  that  they 
were  never  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  ?  It 
was  proper  that  persons  in  situations  there 
should  return  to  £urope  periodically,  to 
get  rid  of  the  rust  they  must  necessarily 
contract,  and  to  renew  themselves,  like 
the  giant  AmcB'is,  by  touching  their  mo* 
ther  earth.  Without  having  it  in  bis 
power  to  return  home  and  refresh  bis  con* 
atitution,  no  man  of  talent  would  accept 
of  a  place  in  the  West  Indies.  Giving 
sinecures  in  the  colonies  as  the  reward  of 
merit,  was  rather  a  relief  than  a  burthen 
to  this  country ;  for  otherwise,  socb  per- 
sons must  be  rewanled  from  some  other 
source.  To  deprive  persons  of  those 
places  which  they  now  held,  would,  in 
bis  mind,  be  the  highest  injustice. 

Mr.  Creevey  explained.  He  thought 
before,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Stephen)  misapplied  the  term  vested 
righu;  and  by  the  illustration  now  given, 
he  was  the  more  convinced  of  this.  He 
(Mr.  Creevey)  admitted,  there  might  be 
vested  interesu  in  places  not  held  by  pa- 
lent.  He  admitted,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  place  was  of  that  nature.  He 
was  asked,  if  he  never  heard  of  vested  in- 
teresu ?  To  this  he  would  reply,  that  he 
often  did  hear  of  such ;  but  if  a  person • 
were  to  go  into  the  office  of  the  master  in 
Chancery,  and  shew  a  piece  of  paper,  by 
which  he  held  a  place  of  2,000/.  a  year, 
llie  master,  if  be  did  bit  daty  upon  such  a 
oonsultatioD,  would  any,  that  ba  held  ft 
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oontingent,  and  nol  a  vtstad,  inttrtsi  in 

the  pla^. 

Mr.  P.  M<m€  said,  that  the  Bill,  wIms 
it  was  introduced,  profeaaed  to  remove  aa 
existing  evil;  which,  in  hia  opinion,  it 
would  not  do.  The  Bill,  as  the  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  observed,  waa 
certainly  received  with  some  cheering 
irom  that  side  of  the  Hooae ;  bat  tbe  cbeer* 
ing  was  applied  to  the  principle  apoa 
which  the  JBill  was  aaid  to  proceed  ;  and 
because  it  waa  slated  by  the  person  who 
brought  it  in,  that  the  noWe  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  colonial  department  wo^ild, 
by  this  measure,  deprive  himself  of  mucli 
8elf*indulgence,  by  giving  up  his  power  of 
g^ranting  leave  ot  absence.  Thie,  how« 
ever,  was  not  the  case ;  as  the  Bill  applied 
only  to  ffovemort  and  other  offietra 
abroad.  There  ought  to  be  a  rat  urn  •! 
all  leaves  of  absence  for  the  last  33  years, 
laid  upon  the  table,  that  the  House  might 
have  seme  proof  of  tbe  necessity  of  anch 
a  Bill.  They  should  likewise  know  th« 
jurisdiction  under  which  the  governora 
acted  in  granting  leave  of  absence.  Tbert 
was  one  instance,  of  a  governor  at  present 
residing  in  this  country,  who  n;nM)ved  n 
judge  from  his  place;  he  alao  removed 
tbe  sheriff  and  the  attorney  general,  and 
persons  holding  patent  places.  As  he  saw 
oo  grounds  ibr  this  measare,  be  must  vote 
against  it. 

Sir  &  Romitfy  said,  that  on  his  part  at 
least  there  was  no  personal  hostility  ;  and 
in  the  opinion  he  sbould  df  liver,  he  would 
be  influenced  by  no  consideration  of  thai 
nature.  He  understood  his  bon.  and 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Stephen)  to  say  tbal 
offices  held  at  pleapore  were  vested  inla- 
rests.  He  did  not  know  whether  he  used 
the  words  in  a  legal  sense,  or  merely  to 
imply  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive 
persons  of  such  places.  In  law,  every 
thing  was  vested  that  was  not  contingent ; 
but  when  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
spoke  thus  of  places  held  at  pleasure, 
surely  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
would  be  illegal  to  take  them  away. 
Vested  interests,  indeed,  could  not  be 
taken  away  without  a  violation  of  law. 
The  learned  gentleman,  perhaps,  meant 
only  by  vested,  existing  righu;  and  to 
say  that  such  could  not  be  taken  away 
without  injustice,  was  a  dangerous  doe* 
trine.  The  office  held  by  the  learned 
gentleman  himself  was  a  freehold  one  and 
vested,  and  could  not  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  Stephen  regretted  that  his  hon.  and 
learsed  friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  waa 
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present  when  the  words  tlladed  to  were 
spoken.  He  (Mr.  Stephen)  did  then 
maintain,  that  the  offices  which  the  Bill 
had  in  contemplation  were  vested  inte- 
rests, and  could  not,  without  injustice,  be 
taken  away.  Astonishment  was  then  ex* 
pressed  at  a  lawyer  speaking  in  this  man- 
ner ;  and  the  idea  on  which  the  words 
were  caught  at  was,  that  vested  and  pa- 
tent interests  were  synonimous.  —  His 
learned  friend  (sir  S.  Komiliy)  now  agreed 
with  him  in  the  use  of  the  terms. 

Mr.  Marryati  regretted,  that  many  of 
the  places  in  the  colonies  were  often  given 
to  persons,  not  for  their  abilities  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  them  ;  if,  however, 
they  were  made  less  profitable,  they 
would  not  be  accepted  by  men  of  talents. 
The  groumls  upon  which  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeded were  stated  to  the  House ;  and  one 
of  the  grounds  was,  to  increase  the  white 
population ;  for  it  was  well  known  that  it 
was  decreasing  ;  and  that,  to  prevent  it, 
there  were  local  regulations ;  the  object 
of  which  was,  to  render  the  number  of 
whites  upon  each  estate  in  some  degree 

Proportionate  to  the  negroes.  The  Bill, 
e  was  certain,  would  contribute  to  the 
security  and  happiness  of  the  colonies. 
It  would  have  been  better  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Creevey)  had  moved  for  a 
return  of  all  the  appointments  in  the  co- 
lonies, and  not  confined  himself  to  a  few 
in  Jamaica  and  in  the  conquered  colonies, 
which  probably  would  be  all  very  soon 
given  up«  Most  of  the  places  appeared 
to  be  given  to  persons  who  had  served  the 
government  in  other  situations.  Only  six 
had  been  given  within  the  last  ten  years; 
and  they  were  given  with  the  implied  con- 
dition,  that  those  who  obtained  them  were 
not  to  reside.  It  was  not  against  law  to 
dispose  of  them  in  this  manner.  The 
present  Bill  he  considered  highly  honour- 
able to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
colonial  department ;  and  it  had  his  con- 
currence, as  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  mea- 
sure of  much  utility. 

Mr.  h'hitbread  said,  that  in  the  first  in- 
stance he  should  take  the  liberty  of  pay- 
ing his  personal  respects  to  the  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  who  had  so  par- 
ticularly alluded  to  him,  and  whom  be 
therefore  wished  to  have  immediately  foK 
lowed.  The  learned  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  attribute  to  him  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  a  capacity  fur  repartee,  but 
be  must  decline  the  compliment ;  and  as 
to  sarcasms,  he  bad  no  talent  for  them ; 
but  even  if  be  had,  they  could  not  aflect 
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the  learned  geDCleman.  Indeed,  be  pn^ 
fessed  to  disregard  them;  and  jnstljf.fov 
against  him  they  must  be  inefiective— 
they  must  fall  from  him  imbeiia  Uk. 
But  as  to  the  phrase,  '  vested  interests,' 
it  appeared,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
learnt  gentleman's  ruminations  opon 
the  subject  during  the  recess  —  not- 
withstanding his  overstrained  endea- 
vour at  definition,  to  cover  his  use  of 
that  phrase,  it  was  still  obTioaslv  iotp- 
plicable  to  his  argument.  The  learned 
gentleman  had  perhaps  used  it  in  a  forraor 
instance,  because  he  thought  he  was  not 
addressing  an  assembly  of  lawyers— be- 
cause he  calculated  upon  the  infloence  of 
an  imposing  phrase  upon  comparatively 
superficial  men.  His  calculation^  how- 
ever, proved  erroneous ;  and  he  was  Ifcis 
day  proved,  by  high  legal  authority,  Is 
have  made  an  improper  application  of  a 
phrase  which  he  ought  to  have  nndcr* 
stood.  But  the  highest  authority,  in  kb 
estimation,  was  Mr.  Fox ;  and  that  distia- 
guished  statesman  applied  in  that  How 
the  phrase  of  <  vested  interests'  only  ts 
patent  places,  which  he  compared  to 
freehold  rights.  It  was,  however,  reserved 
for  the  learned  gentleman  to  maintain  tbal 
vested  interests  were  tantamount  to  czIbIp 
ing  interests ;  that  sir  Evan  Nepean  had 
truly  a  freehold  right,  because  he  hcM  si 
office  which  office  be  had  ;— -that  Mr. 
King,  too,  bad  the  same  right,  and  fbriht 
same  reason.  The  learned  gentleman  wis 
angry,  it  appeared,  because  he  had  bcca 
called,  in  the  course  of  debate,  a  <<  mailer 
in  Chancery ;"  but  he  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
was  quite  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the  cansa  ol 
that  anger  ;  for,  was  he  not  a  master  ia 
Chancery?  and  what  could  now  distorb 
him  on  that  point  ?  It  might  have  bec^ 
that  he  was  much  disturbed  before  he  be- 
came a  master,  by  the  doubt  and  difficalty 
of  attaining  the  office  :  some  might  have 
strongly  opposed,  although  others  atrooglj 
recommended,  his  appointment;  and  the 
throes  and  swellings  of  suspense,  which 
agitate  a  nymph  before  she  is  brought  ta 
the  altar  to  consummate  her  wisbesy  might 
possibly  have  agitated  the  learned  gentle- 
man ;  but  now  being  actually  a  master  in 
Chancery,  and  knowmg  that  no  chancellor 
could  turn  him  out  (unless  he  misbehavad^ 
which  was  improbable),  although  •  chan- 
cellor might  have  objected  to  his  original 
appointment,  why  should  he  be  so  engry 
at  the  description  of  bis  office  ?  Coald 
Solicitor  General,  whom  he  was  glad 
see  in  hit  place,  could  any  public     ^ 
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consider  H  a  sarcMin  U>  allude  to  the  place 
which  he  bad  the  honour  of  filling  ?  It 
was  said,  that  it  wbnld  be  severe  now  to 
annex  a  condition  of  residence  to  places 
which  were  obtained  without  any  such 
condition  annexed.  This  was  not  ihe  case 
with  respect  to  the  place  held  by  sir  Evan 
Nepean,  it  was  given  on  the  express  con- 
dition  of  residence,  and  yet  he  never  dis- 
charged  the  duties  of  it  in  person.  The 
learned  gentleman  himself  (Mr.  Stephen) 
resided  in  the  West  Indies  for  a  long  time. 
He  hoped  he  was  now  purged  of  all  the 
dross  he  contracted  there ;  and,  like  An- 
toeus,  he  was  renovated  by  touching  his 
mother  earth.  .  He  very  often  gave  proof 
of  this  renovation,  but  not  upon  the  pre* 
sent  occasion.  The  good  intentions  of 
lord  Batborst  were  spoken  of,  in  annexing 
the  condition  of  residence  to  future  ap- 
pointments ;  but  would  it  not  be  easy  to 
avoid  it  ?  What  could  be  stronger  than  the 
condition  to  reside  contained  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  sir  EviEin  Nepean.  He  was 
obliged  to  go  out  to  Jamaica  to  obtain  bis 
leave  of  absence ;  and  so  necessary  was  it 
to  purge  off  the  dross  contracted  there, 
that  he  came  home  after  remaining  only 
two  days,  and  brought  the  leave  of  ab- 
sence in  his  pocket  with  him.  Even  the 
form  of  such  leaves  of  absence  was  refused 
to  be  laid  before  the  House,  or  else  it  was 
unknown.  Was,  he  would  ask,  such  a 
palpable  fraud  and  abuse  of  the  law  to  be 
overlooked  ?  Yet  such  evasion  might  go 
on  under  the  saving  clause  in  this  Bill. 
But  a  warm  climate  had  not,  it  seemed, 
such  great  terrors  for  sir  Evan  Nepean; 
for,  leaving  the  West  Indian  office,  which 
he  obtained  in  1809,  he  in  1812  accepted 
the  oHice  of  governor  of  Bombay,  where 
he  now  was  performing  his  official  duty. 
Was  this,  he  would  appeal  to  common 
sense  and  justice,  consistent  with  law  or 
propriety  ?  Adverting  to  the  observations 
of  his  hon.  friend  (sir  James  Mackintosh), 
he  remarked  that  such  men  as  sir  Evan 
Nepean,  Mr.  King,  and  lord  G.  Seymour, 
could  not  be  supposed  to  violate  the  law 
through  ignorance.  At  all  events,  such 
ignorance  could  not  be  allowed  to  excuse 
them,  while  the  plea  of  ignorance  was  not 
allowed  in  this  country  to  excuse  even  the 
criminality  of  a  child.  The  person  who 
brought  in  this  Bill  said,  it  was  identically 
the  same  as  that  before  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords;  hot  he  did  not  know,  that 
the  whole  debate  then  turned  upon  the 
omission  of  the  word  '  America  tn  the 
Bill,  and  that  it  otherwise  passed  in  the 


identical  words  in  which  it  was  proposed. 
The  Bill  passed  in  1782;  and  there  was  a 
gross  violation  of  it  in  17S9,  which  it  it 
now  said  is  sanctioned  by  time,  and  must 
not  be  touched.  The  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Stephen)  talked  of  the  defenders  of 
their  country,  and  of  a  vested  interest  in 
half-pay.  Did  he  not  know  that  officers 
in  the  army  were  removable  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  crown ;  and  that,  for  a  vote 
in  that  House,  a  cornet  of  dragoons  was 
once  deprived  of  his  commission.  With 
a  view  to  promote  the  residence  of  a 
respectable  white  population  in  the  West 
Indies,  which  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Mar- 
ryatt)  justly  considered  so  very  advan- 
tageous, he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  thought  the 
resolutions  of  his  hon.  friend  were  infi* 
nitely  preferable  to  the  Bill  under  con- 
sideration ;  because  those  resolutions 
would  serve  to  enforce  the  residence  of 
the  principal  officers,  which  was  the  more 
necessary,  as  the  deputy  offices  were  no« 
torionsly  sold  to  the  highest  bidders;  of 
course^  liable  to  be  held  by  exceptionable 
persons.  These  resolutions  would  there- 
fore be  productive  of  a  most  salutary  re- 
form ;  and  having  mentioned  reform,  the 
learned  gentleman's  use  of  the  word  "  Ja- 
cobinical/' which  he  confessed  he  now 
heard  with  surprise,  naturally  occcorred 
to  his  ihemory*  In  using  it,  he  must  take 
leave  to  say,  that  the  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Stephen)  was  "  a  day  after  the  fair;" 
and  felicitous  as  the  learned  gentleman 
was  in  his  diction,  he  thought  he  would 
have  been  somewhat  novel  in  his  expres- 
sion, and  laid  aside  an  old,  obsolete  wordi 
referring  to  what  was  past  and  gone» 
I  never,  he  hoped  and  trusted,  again  to  re* 
turn.  He  supposed  the  learned  gentle- 
man (Mr«  Stephen)  was  making  a  speech 
for  the  present  occasion  during  the  recess^ 
and  thinking  of  the  many  severe  things  he 
would  say,  and  the  defence  he  would 
make  for  himself;  but  he. happened  to 
answer  a  part  of  a  speech  from  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr«  Creerey)  which  that  gentle- 
man never  made.  For  his  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread's)  part,  he  would  never  sanction 
that  which  was  a  violation  of  law,  and 
that  with  the  knowledge  of  those  whc 
violated  it;  and  must  contend  against  what* 
he  considered  as  fraudulent  and  evasive* 

Mr.  Marryatt  explained. 

The  Hon.  ff.  Baihura  observed,  that 
some  membera  opposed  a  clause  in  the» 
Bill  as  tending  to  sanction  that  which  wat 
already  iHegal.  A  Bill  had  passed  through* 
the  House  some  time  ago,  which  contained' 
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t  similar  claufiej  and  be  woald  therefore 
say,  that  it  was  already  sanctioned  by 
passing  that  Bill.  Nay,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, by  Toting  for  that  Bill»  had  already, 
fts  he  himself  expressed  it,  "  sanctified 
•ins  of  32  years  standing/' 

Mr.  Goulbum  explained. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  said,  he  should  cer- 
lainty  vote  for  the  Bill,  were  it  not  on  the 
ground  thai  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjust 
to  disturb  the  possessions  of  those  persons 
to  whom  the  places  had  been  granted,  and 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  protected. 

Mr.  Creevey's  Amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee, 
Mr.  Brogden  in  the  chair« 

On  the  clause  being  read,  relative  to  the 
power  of  granting  leave  of  absence  to 
gentlemen  connected  with  offices  in  the 
colonies, 

Mr.  A.  Browne  opposed  it  He  said, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  right  to  grant  leave 
of  absence  should  be  vetted  in  the  coun- 
cils and  governors  abroad,  and  not  in  the 
government  at  home.  In  two  of  the  cases 
of  absence  which  had  been  mentioned,  the 
parties  who  ostensibly  granted  it  deserved 
to  be  impeached,  though  be  believed  the 
fault  did  not  really  attach  to  them  ;  for  if 
the  House  could  take  a  peep  behind  the 
curtain,  he  believed  it  would  be  found  that 
the  governors  had  been  obliged,  by  the 
Interference  of  the  authority  of  the  go- 
vernment in  Bngland,  to  grant  leave  of 
absence.  Persons,  he  knew,  had  been 
pointed  out  by  government,  as  fit  to  re- 
ceive leave  of  absence ;  and  if  this  were 
done  in  one  case  (ab  uno  ditce  omnesj,  why 
might  they  not  infer  that  a  similar  course 
had  been  pursued  in  all  ?.  If  the  House 
really  wished  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  the 
Act  of  1782,  which  bad  been  shamefully 
eraded,  there  ought  to  be  a  specific  time 
Bientioiied,  beyond  which  the  term  of  ab* 
sence  should  not  be  permitted  to  extend. 
For  that  purpose  be  begged  leave  to  move, 
*'  That  the  leave  of  absence  should  not  be 
for  more  than  12  months,  nor  should  it  be 
renewed  for  more  than  the  like  period; 
and  that  any  person  remaining  absent  for 
more  than  two  years,  should  forfeit  the 
office  which  he  held.'' 

Mr.  Barkim  objected  to  the  shortneu 
of  the  period  stated  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. He  thought,  where  an  individual 
had  Hrvcd  the  public  faithfullv^  for  2(> 

iears«  in  the  colonies,  and  wished  to  come 
ome,  either  to  settle  his  affairs,  or  to  edu- 
cate hii  cbildrepj  ht  ought  not  to  be  re* 
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stricted  to  a  twelve-month ;  «  great  part 
of  which  would  be  consumed  id  the  voy- 
age home  and  back. 

Mr.  Goulbum  aUo  conaidered  the  Iihm 
proposed  by  the  hon.  gentlemui  aa  toa 
confined.  In  illustration  of  hia  atatemem. 
he  observed,  that  the  voyage  to  Nev 
South  Wales,  on  an  average,  occupied  ten 
months. 

Mr.  Browne  then  withdrew  hie  notioe. 

Oil  the  last  clause  being  read,  by  which 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  decland 
not  to  extend  to  those  who  at  present  bcU 
situations  in  the  colonies;  Mr.  A.  Browae 
moved,  "  That  the  clause  be  rejected." 
And  after  a  short  conversation  betwcci 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Creevey,  Mr.  Barham,  and  Mr*  Marryai^ 
the  committee  divided ;  when  there  i^ 
peared  :  For  the  clause  32  ;  Against  it  9; 
Maturity  25. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  n- 
port  was  ordered  to  he  received  to-aaonur. 
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Tuesday,  April  19. 

The  West  India  Trade  BilU  the  Wcit 
India  Shipping  Bill,  and  the  Legal  Qoaj^ 
Bill,  received  the  royal  assent  by 


sion ;  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  dnke  ff 
Montrose,  and  lord  Walsingham  aittiaga 
commissioners. 

Thb  Late  Negociations,   &c.1      He 
Earl  of  Liverpool  begged  to  call  the  atton 
tion  of  their  lordships  to  what  pasied  fc- 
lative  to  the  late  negociations  previoos  la 
the  recess.      He   had  then    informed  ihc 
House,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  govern* 
ment  to  lay  upon  the  table  certain  papan 
upon  this  important  subject.      BveBtt  bid 
since  occurred,  which   rendered    aach  i 
proceeding,  at  present,  at  least,  nnnecm- 
sary ;  as  fresh  negociations  bad  been  €••- 
menced,  which,  it  was  hoped,  wonM  ha 
speedily  brought  to  a  favourable  ft rmiaa 
tion.     in  thiii  situation  of  aflTaira.  hia  Hi* 
jesty's  ministers  conceived,  that  the  pie- 
duction  of  the  documents  already  refeiwd 
to  could  be  of  no  public  advantage;  Md 
considerable  inconvenience  might  poaaibly 
arise  from  it.    This  explanation  waa  all 
he  thought  it  necessary  now  to  give  apae 
the  subject. 

Earl  Grey  was  glad  to  onderatand  dii- 


tioctly  from  the  noble  earl,  thai  negocie* 
tions  were  now  on  foot,  which  weraTikelf 
to  bare  a  reiuU  that  woald 
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general  happiness  and  welfare  of  the 
country.  He  wished,  however,  perfectly 
to  understand,  whether  the  papers  relating 
lo  the  discuisioDs  at  Chatillon  would  be 
produced  on  some  future  occasion ;  or 
whether  niinisters  considered  them,  in  the 
new  state  of  aflfairs,  as  completely  out  of 
view,  and  consequently  that  it  would  not 
be  nt*cessary  to  lay  tbem  before  parlia- 
ment I  He  hoped  to  receive  a  distinct  an* 
swer  upon  this  point  before  he  addressed 
the  House  further. 

The  Earl  of  Liverffool  thought  that  he 
had  already  given  a  sufficient  explanation 
why  the  documents  were  not  laid  upon  the 
table.  He  did  not  wish  that  any  thing 
which  fell  from  him  should  at  all  prejudge 
the  question,  huw  far  it  might  or  might  not 
be  proper  to  produce  them  on  a  future  oc- 
casion ;  that  must  depend  upon  circom* 
stances.  It  was  not  difficult  to  imagine, 
that  events  might  take  place  which  would 
render  it  improper  and  unwise,  that  the 
papers  regarding  the  negociation  at  Cha- 
tillon should  be  submitted  to  the  public. 
At  presfDi,  however,  he  did  not  mean  to 
prejudge  the  question. 

E'trl  Grey  expressed  some  surprize  at 
the  apparent  uncertainty  of  the  noble  lord, 
as  to  the  line  of  conduct  he  would  pursue 
with  regard  to  tlie  documents  which  he 
had  him'^elf  proposed  to  lay  before  parlia- 
ment. He  felt  every  disposition  to  place 
as  much  confidence  in  ministers  as  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  country  might 
demand ;  but  he  could  not  comprehend 
upon  what  principle,  or  upon  what  ground, 
the  papers  in  question  were  now  withheld. 
The  noble  earl,  before  the  recess^  had 
stated,  that  he  only  waited  until  the  arrival 
of  the  official  Declaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers;  and  that  as  soon  as  it  arrived 
ministers  would  feel  it  their  duty  to  afford 
every  information  in  support  of  the  facts 
stated  in  that  Declaration,  to  convince  the 
world  of  what  he  (earl  Grey)  trusted  there 
was  no  doubt,  the  moderation  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  and  of  the  Allies,  in  the 
course  oi'  the  important  discussions  at  Cha- 
tillon. That  Declaration  had  now  been 
printed ;  and  it  set  forth  (not  perhaps  so 
distinctly  and  explicitly  as  could  be 
wished)  the  grounds  upon  which  the  nego- 
ciations  had  at  length  been  terminated. 
The  documents  that  were  to  have  been 
sopplied  contained  merely  the  evidence  to 
support  and  confirm  the  assertions  in  that 
instrument.without  affording  any  thingnew 
that  might  become  the  subject  of  vague  dis- 
catston*    Under  these  circumstaoces^  his 
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lordship  could  not  imagine  any  reasonable 
ot^ctionthatcoold  be  urged  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  promise  made  before  the  ad- 
journment of  the   House;    since  he  fell 
convinced  that,  on  an  examination  of  them, . 
it  wot>ld  turn  out  that  the  negociations  had 
been  broken  oiF  by  the  ambition  of  Buo- 
naparte, and  the  injustice  of  his  demands, 
and  not  by  any  want  of  moderation  on  the 
part  of  the  Allies.     He  did  not  wish  to  go 
into  a  debate  of  this  subject  at  present,  and 
he  was  willing  to  give  to  ministers  all  the 
confidence  that  they  had  a  right  to  require. 
He  felt  the  utmost  satisfaction  io  those 
events  which  had  occurred  since  the  rpp- 
ture  of  the  negociations  at  Chatillon;  being 
convinced  that  the  termination  of  hostili- 
ties in  the  mode  now  to  be  expected  was 
upon  the  whole  the  best  that  could  have 
been  attained,  for  the  preservation  qf  the 
general  liberties  of  mankind,  and  for  the 
peace,  security,  and   happiness  of  Great 
Britain.     It  was  the  best,  with  only  one 
exception  ;  for  he  could  have  wished,  thai 
what  had  recently  been  done  in  Paris,  in 
the  presence  of  a  foreign  force,  had  been 
accomplished  by  the  uninfluenced  exer-* 
tions  of  the  French  people.    The  result, 
such  as  it  was,  was  one  from  which  we 
might  augur  the  most  beneficial   conse- 
quences.  He  was  extremely  anxious,  bow- 
ever,  that  every  information  should   be 
supplied,  that  might  tend  to  give  effect  to 
the  happy  state  of  things  now  about  to  be 
established.      The    production    of  these 
documents  would  not  only  have  the  im- 
portant consequence  of  satisfying  the  peo- 
ple under  the  dominion  of  the  allied  sove- 
reigns (though  indeed  the  subjects  of  some 
of  them  would  not  require  it),  but  of  satis- 
fying the  natives  of  France,  that  all  that 
has   been   done  has    been  done  justly; 
among  whom,  his  lordship  believed,  there 
3'et  remained  many  doubts,  and  some  seeds 
of  disunion.    The  papers  would  convince 
tlie  world  that  the  government  now  esta- 
blished  in  France  was  founded  on  truth, 
and  injustice  ;   and  that  the  attainment  of 
peace  in  the  former  instance  was  obstructed 
by  immeasurable  and  unprincipled  ambi- 
tion.    The  advantages  resulting  from  such 
a  disclosure  would  be  manifold  ;   it  would 
inspire  almost  unbounded  confidence  in 
those,  whose  moderation,  not  whose  exor- 
bitancy, had  been  the  cause  of  the  libera- 
tion of  Europe  from  the  yoke  of  tyranny* 
The  noble  earl  seemed  undecided  as  to 
the  conduct  be  should  pursue ;   and -tinder 
these  circumstances,  earl  Grey  felt  it  his 
duty  to  put  in  his  claim  to  call  Smt.  the 
(2G) 
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documents  in  qaestion  at  a  future  day,  and 
to  make  them  the  foundation  of  tome  par- 
liamentary proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Ldrerpool  would  only  trouble 
the  House  with  a  few  words  upon  what  had 
just  fallen  from  the  noble  earl.  Towards 
the  conclusion,  he  had  spoken  of  the  neces* 
sity  of  disclosing  the  documents  in  ques- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  convincing  the  people 
of  France  of  the  unreasonable  pretensions 
of  the  enemy :  his  lordship  (lord  Liverpool) 
believed  that  he  might  venture  to  assert, 
that  upon  this  point  the  mind  of  the  noble 
earl  might  be  perfectly  at  ease ;  since, 
whatever  differences  might  exist,  there  was 
not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  real  and 
just  causes  of  the  late  happy  events.  The 
noble  earl  had  not  correctly  stated  what 
passed  on  this  subject  previous  to  the  re- 
cess: he  (lord  Liverpool)  had  then  in- 
formed the  House  that  certain  papers 
would  be  laid  upon  the  table  as  a  founda- 
tion for  some  subsequent  parliamentary 
proceeding,  the  institution  of  which  the 
Prince  Regent  might  recommend.  No 
man  could  now  say  ihat  such  a  proceednig 
would  not  be  wholly  unnecessary  ;  and 
the  general  rule,  wlien  papers  were  laid 
before  the  House,  must  be  abandoned  if 
they  were  now  produced.  His  lordship 
admitted',  that  this  was  not  the  only  ground 
on  which  the  production  of  documents 
might  be  called  for ;  and  it  would  be  per- 
fectly competent  to  the  noble  earl,  on  any 
future  day,  to  move  for  the  papers  in  ques- 
tion, or  for  any  others  be  might  deem 
necessary  in  the  view  he  should  take  of 
this  important  question.  In  the  opinion 
of  ministers,  however,  the  reason  for  sub- 
nitthig  these  papers  to  the  country  was 
now  removed ;  and  certainly  at  present 
no  benefit  could  be  derived,  and  some  in- 
convenience might  result,  from  the  dis- 
closure. 

Earl  Gff^  observed,  thattbeonly  ground 
•n  which  he  could  accede  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  was,  the  declaration 
that  inconvenience  would  arise  to  the 
public  from  the  exposure.  Charged  as 
ministers  now  were  with  the  conduct  of 
transactions  of  such  unprecedented  mag- 
nitude, if  they  chose  upon  their  responsi- 
bility to  declare  that  public  inconvenience 
would  result  from  the  production  of  these 
documents,  he  (earl  Grey)  could  do  nothing 
but  acquiesce.  When,  however,  the  pos* 
•ibility  of  that  inconvenience  should  no 
longer  exist,  be  might  perhaps  move  for 
the  production  of  the  papers. 

The  Earl  of  Carliilcpr  though  he  allowed 
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himself  to  be  comparatively  ignannt  vpoa 
questions  of  this  nature,  yet  could  catily 
foresee  that  many  disadvantages  might  bt 
the  consequence  of  producing  these  doci- 
ments.  It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  tbM 
England  was  only  one  out  of  five  great 
parlies  at  present  engaged  ;  and  the  enne- 
cessary  publication  of  these  pa  pen  might 
create  distrust,  and  even  diflirrencet,  ati 
time  when  events  had  occurred,  which 
even  the  other  day  could  scarcely  bate 
been  hoped.  A  short  time  since,  whea 
thanks  (in  which  be  so  heartily  concarrefl) 
were  voted  to  lord  Wellington,,  he  did  ex- 
pect to  have  heard  from  the  opposilisa 
side  of  the  House  some  acknowledgmcol 
at  least,  that  in  the  share  they  had  bom 
in  recent  events,  his  Majesiy'fc  mini*ten 
had  deserved  well  of  their  country.  Thit 
opportunity  not  having  b«ren  tak^n,  hit 
lordship  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  (sod 
the  more  so,  because  fur  so  many  yran  ht 
had  felt  it  necessary  to  vote  in  restsiaBOS 
of  the  measures  of  government)  to  gift 
them  that  applause  which  they  had  imvell 
merited,  m  securing  the  peace^  liberty^  and 
wrlfare  not  only  of  thiscounlry^  buofsll 
Europe.  This  tribute  of  ad  mi  ration  mg!bi 
h»ve  been  given  by  an  individoal  who 
might  be  able  to  speak  better,  but  whocoaM 
not  feel  more,  than  his  lordship.  lodepsa- 
dently  of  the  great  talents  they  ba4>^ 
played,  their  judgment  and  policy  wdl 
called  for  the  admiration  of  the  HooKu 
The  moderation  they  had  shewn  was  oalf 
second  to  that  of  that  great  man  Im 
emperor  of  Russia:  his  doaiinioM  hid 
been  ravaged,  his  subjects  ruined^  and  Ui 
ancient  capital  destroyed;  yet,  when  hii 
victorious  arms  had  carried  him  to  Pari^ 
when  his  stamlard  floated  upon  the  wall^ 
what  was  the  revenge  he  had  taken  ?  it  «ii 
indeed  a  glorious  revenge*,  that  might  WtU 
excite  the  envy  of  mankind — it  was  tbt 
revenge  of  returning  good  for  evil.  Hi 
had  not  even  entered  as  a  conqueror  ;'  ha 
had  dictated  no  terms;  but  had  alhwad 
the  people  of  France  freely  to  judge  lor 
themselves,  to  form  the  basis  of  a 
tution,  which,  if  the  superstroctare 
ponded  with  the  foundation,  was 
become  one  of  the  fairest  fabrics  that'tha 
world  could  boast.  This  constitution  woali 
not  only  promote  the  happiness  of  Fraoei^ 
but  of  all  the  contiguous  countriea.  Tht 
emperor  Alexander  seemed  to  have  oiH- 
stripped  record,  in  moderation,  clemeiicyi 
and  generosity. 

Earl  Grey  trusted,  that  the  Hoaae  ifodd 
allow  him  to  make  a. few  rcnuirki  Vfom 
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what  bad  just  fallen  from  his  noble  friend. 
In  the  first  place,  he  had  urged  that  no 
advantage  could  be  obtained,  and  he  had 
imagined  a  possible  risk  in  the  production 
of  these  documents.  Although  he  (lord 
Grey)  was  not  disponed  now  to  discuss 
the  question,  he  might  state  generally, 
that  in  a  free  government  publicity  was 
always  beneficial  ;  and  whenever  a  ques- 
tion arose,  in  which  the  moderation,  the 
justice,  or  the  honour  of  the  administration 
was  concerned,  an  exposure  of  the  mo- 
tives on  which  certain  consequences  had 
been  attained,  must  always  be  of  advan- 
tage, not  only  to  the  particular  country 
but  to  the  world  at  large.  As  to  the  pos- 
•ible  risk  that  might  be  incurred,  he  would 
not  indulge  in  conjectures;  for  when  mi- 
nisters, on  their  own  responsibility,  chose 
to  declare  that  inconvenience  would  be 
the  result,  he  was  willing  to  take  it  on 
trust  for  the  present,  until  circumstances 
should  enable  him,  by  the  disclosure  of 
the  papers,  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
assertion.  With  regard  to  the  peculiar 
danger  referred  to  by  his  noble  friend, 
occasioned  by  our  intimate  connection 
and  concert  with  other  governments,  he 
must  be  aware  that  the  ri»k  was  not 
greater  now  than  at  the  period  when  the 
noble  earl  promised  the  production  of  the 
documents,  previous  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  House.  Alt  that  was  required  was, 
that  they  should  now  be  laid  on  the  table ; 
at  least  those  that  were  in  conformity 
with  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies,  in  which 
all  the  powers  concurred.  If  there  were 
any  private  communications,  minutes  of 
secret  interviews,  or  conversations,  it  was 
in  the  discretion  of  the  noble  lords  oppo* 
site  to  withhold  them. 

"  With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  my 
noble  friend's  speech,"  (said  earl  Grey), 
*'  I  know  not  exactly  whether  it  was 
meant  to  cast  an  imputation  upon  those 
who  usually  occupy  this  side  of  the  House. 
It  seemed  to  imply  an  unwillingness  on 
eur  part— an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of 
me  and  my  friends,  to  give  his  Majesty's 
ministers  a  just  tribute  of  approbation,  and 
he  instanced  the  recent  case  of  the  vote 
of  thanks  to  lord  Wellington ;  on  which 
occasion  he  complains  that  no  expression 
of  admiration  was  employed.  I  believe 
that  i  was  the  only  individoaV  on  these 
benches  who  said  any  thing  upon  the 
subject ;  and  if  i  was  not  as  forward  and 
zealous  as  the  noble  earl  (Liverpool)  him- 
self in  applauding  the  achieTemenU  and 
4taipressing  oar  gratitude  for  the  Mrvices 
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of  lord  Wellington,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
failed  most  lamentably,  in  the  language  I 
selected,  to  give  utterance .  to  the  sincere 
and  ardent  feelings  of  my  heart.  Further 
than  this  I  think  the  occasion  did  not  re* 
quire.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  there 
is  something  a  little  extraordmary,  if  not 
inconsistent,  in  the  statement  of  my  noble 
friend,  who  is  unwilling  that  the  docn* 
ments  should  b^  produced,  on  which  only 
we  can  found  an  opinion ;  and  yet  he 
calls  upon  us  to  follow  his  example  in 
pronouncing  a  eulogium  upon  the  gene- 
ral conduct  of  the  servants  of  the  crown. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe,  as  firmly  as  be 
does,  that  the  measures  of  goverhment,  in 
recent  transactions,  have  been  most  me- 
ritorious: that  is  my  belief;  but  how  can, 
I  express  it  as  a  decided  opinion,  or  ra- 
ther as  the  conviction  of  my  mind,  till  I 
have  before  me  the  proofs  by  which  ny 
opinion  is  to  be  formed,  and  my  convic- 
tion to  be  ratified  ?  I  might,  perhaps,  say, 
that  I  even  believe  that  their  conduct  has 
been  most  admirable,  in  a  point  where  it 
seemed  probable  that  it  would  be  most 
erroneous  ;  I  mean,  the  moderation  of 
their  demands.  Ministers  have  exhibited 
a  moderation,  meritorious  because  it  of- 
fered peace  on  the  battks  of  the  Rhine; 
meritorious  because  again,  even  as  late  as 
the  IBth  March,  it  made  another  liberal, 
sincere,  and  candid  proposal  to  that  un- 
fortunate and  deluded  man,  for  the  resto- 
ration of  tranquillity.  I  rejoice  more 
than  all,  because  it  is  my  belief  that  the 
same  moderation  has  been  a  material  in- 
gredient and  accessory  in  producing  the 
very  state  of  afiairs  that  is  now  the  sub- 
ject, not  merely  of  my  applause,  but  of 
universal  exultation.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  moderation,  we  should  not  now  have 
to  rejoice  in  the  dethronement  of  Buona- 
parte, in  the  destruction  of  his  power,  and 
in  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate  family 
of  France.  Had  ministers  been  so  ill*ad- 
Vised,  as  to  listen  to  the  intemperate 
councils  that  would  have  had  the  cause 
of  the  Bourbons  proclaimed  in  the  com- 
mencement, I  am  convinced  that  we 
should  not  now  have  witnessed  the  con- 
clusion of  the  horrors  and  calamities  of 


»f 


war. 

His  lordship  proceeded  to  notice  the 
adoption  by  mininers  of  the  very  terms 
he  had  formerly  used  regarding  peace  ^ 
and  further  to  vindicate  himself  from  the 
charge  of  backwardness  in  applause,  whick 
was  only  restrained  by-  a  deficiency  of  in« 
formation.    He  cencurred  in  all  the  fnim 
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that  bad  been  lavished  upon  the  emperor 
Alexander,  for  the  noble  and  (glorious  re- 
venge he  bad  taken  upon  the  French  ca- 
pital. Amid  the  shouts  of  victory,  he  had 
J^steoed  to  the  cries  of  humanity ;  and, 
though  his  own  country  had  severely  bled 
by  the  infliction  of  invaders,  when  his 
turn  had  arrived  for  retaliating  upon  his 
enemiesjnstead  of  dying  his  sword  in  the 
blood  of  his  foea,  he  had  stretcbed  out  his 
protecting  arm  to  shield  the  unfortunate 
victims  of  hostilities.  Such  conduct  had 
raised  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  a  height 
of  glory  which  none  had  hitherto  attained. 
£ven  at  the' head  of  a  conquering  army, 
be  bad  exerted  no  influence  over  the  po- 
pular opinion  ;  he  had  acknowledged  that 
principle  for  which  his  lordship  had  con- 
4ended  at  the  commencement  of  the 
French  Kevotution,  viz.  the  indefeasible 
and  indisputable  right  of  the  people  to 
re>(ulate  their  own  concerns,  to  choose 
their  own  government,  and  the  immolrality 
and  injustice  of  suflering  that  right  to  be 
inlerlered  with  by  foreign  powers.  He 
could  not,  bowever,  help  wishing  that  the 
late  events  had  occurred  without  the  sus- 
picion that  attached  to  the  interposition 
.of  a  foreign  force.  No  man  could  feel 
more  strongly  than  himself,  how  much 
was  due  to  the  emperor  Alexander;  and 
be  could  not  help  indulging  a  wish  and  a 
hope  that  he  would  transplant  some  scyon 
of  the  tree  of  liberty  he  had  raised  in 
France,  into  his  own  dominions;  particu- 
larly among  the  suflering  inhabitants  of 
Poland.  Such  a  hope  would  appear,  in- 
deed, chimerical  and  romantic,  had  it  not 
been  encouraged  by  the  promise  which 
his  recent  conduct  bad  warranted.  Then 
would  Alexander  leave  the  name  of 
Washington  only  second  on  the  short 
b«t  glorious  acts  of  those  real  heroes, 
jwfao,  superior  to  all  personal  interests,  or 
is'hat  are  falsely  deemed  so,  had  devoted 
themselves  to  the  general  liberty  and  in- 
dependence of  their  country,  and  by  that 
example  had  best  served  the  cause  of 
peace  and  freedom  throughout  the  world. 
His  lordhhip  concluded  by  expressing  his 
sincere  belief  that  ministers  deserved  all 
the  applause  they  had  received,  but  re- 
quiring the  necessary  evidence  to  prove 
that  it  was  merited* 

The  Karl  of  Carlisle  denied  thai  be  in- 
.lended  to  throw  any  imputation  upon  his 
noble  fiiends:  he  only  meant  to  express 
astonishment  that  he  had  not  been  antici- 
pated. With  regard  to  the  rupture  of  the 
(iiegociationsj  he  was  surt  ha  did  but  ex- 
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press  the  general  aentiaieDt,  when  ha 
stated  bis  sincere  joy  at  the  rupture  of  the 
negociations  atChatillon*  He  waa  nillaf 
opinion,  that  the  papera  io  quaalion  oogkt 
not  to  be  produced  ;  and  waa  happy  lo 
find  the  noble  lord  near  him*  (Grey)  coia- 
ciding  with  him  in  the  aentiiaenu  which 
he  had  feebly  expressed  on  the  adoiinbls 
conduct  of  the  emperor  Alezandkr. 
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Catholic  Petitions.]  General  iUaifap 
rose  to  present  two  petitionatoihe  Hoaiei 
one  from  the  Roman  Catholica  of  tk 
county  of  Tipperary,  and  another  froa 
those  of  the  populous  and  opuleni  town  cf 
Clunmel ;  both  of  which  equally  insistiA 
on  the  right  of  the  petitionera  to  a  com* 
plete  emancipation  from  their  ci? il  trn^  I 
bilities.  He  should  make  the  nsoal  op- 
tion, that  the  Petitions  be  receifcdaad 
laid  on  the  table.  When  he  had  pnh 
sented  Petitions  similar  to  the  presMi^ 
which  he  had  done  for  the  lasl  eiglit 
years,  he  had  always  profeased  his  ffcadi« 
ness,  if  by  any  accident  the  patrieticand 
eloquent  member  for  Dublin  wm  pra* 
vented  from  bringing  before  th^  Hovm  tba 
question  of  emancipation  on  the  gta ml 
Petitions,  to  move  it  himself  on  the  FhU 
tions  which  he  then  presented.  Tht 
whole  face  of  affairs  throughout  the  worU 
had  so  much  changed  since  the  latt  aat* 
sion,  that  he  no  longer  thought  it  pro|Nr 
to  adopt  that  line  of  conduct  ;  and  ha 
thought  thai  it  would  be  improper  thai 
the  Catholic  Question  should  be  nisrnssrd 
during  the  present  session.  Though  hii 
opinion  was  changed  as  to  the  conduct  la 
be  pursued  by  the  course  of  evettfs^  ii 
remained  the  same  as  to  the  qeeiUM 
itself,  and  he  remained  a  warm  friend  Ii 
full  and  free  emancipation.  By  the  vtiy 
extraordinary  changes  which  had  lakM 
place  during  the  last  year,  hia  boliaai 
the  Pope  had  fortunately  been  relieved 
from  thraldrom,  to  the  delight  of  efaiy 
civilized  man ;  and  not  only  waa  he  it" 
stored  to  libertv,  but  to  hi»  ancieoi'poi- 
sessions,  to  his  former  splendour,  aMlhii 
imperial  chair  at  Kome,  surrounded  by 
his  reverend  cardinals— fa  laugh}«*wiA 
whom  be  mi^ht  coitsult  on  the  atspa^ia 
be  adopted  with  respect  to  the  CaiheKa 
of  Ireland.  Thus  had  the  time  oecniftd 
for  strengthening  and  consolidating  Ite 
empire ;  and  if  bis  Majesty'a  n  ' 
had  these  ob^jecta  in  ?iewj  they 
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lose  no  time  in  o|>ening  a  friendly  com- 
munication  with  the  Pope.— -[A  laugh.]-— 
He  (gen.  M.)  had  been  informed,  and 
bad  every  reason  to  believe  his  informap 
lion  correct,  that  bis  holiness  was  warmly 
di^^osed  to  take  any  steps,  not  entirely 
incompatible  with  his  religious  principles, 
for  strengthening  the  British  empire,  by 
bringing  the  differences  between  the  go- 
vernment and  the  Catholics  of  this  conn* 
try  to  an  amicable  termination ;  having 
beheld  with  admiration  the  part  which 
Great  Biiiain  had  taken  in  the  glorious 
struggle  on  which  had  depended,  not 
only  the  liberty  of  Europe,  but  the  exist- 
ence  of  the  papal  chair.  The  Catholics 
should,  therefore,  take  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity offered,  and  forbear  again  to  agitate 
the  question  of  emancipation,  until  them- 
selves, or  the  government,  had  entered 
into  some  communication  with  the  Pope. 
Not  only  had  Providence  given  the  happy 
opportuiiiiy,  but  it  had  provided  the  man 
by  whom  the  communication  might  be 
made  ;  he  meant  the  marquis  of  Welling- 
ton. If  that  great  man  were  appointed 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  every  Irishman  would  be  de- 
lighted to  receive  such  a  ruler  ;  and  the 
place,  being  the  second  in  the  empire, 
was  doe  to  him  alone.  From  the  natural 
magnanimity  of  his  disposition,  no  occu- 
pation could  be  more  delightful  to  him 
than  to  conciliate  his  countrymen,  and 
thus  to  render  the  empire  not  only  invin- 
cible, but  invulnerable.  The  gallant  ge- 
neral then  proceeded  to  remark,  how 
galling  it  was  to  the  Irish  Catholics,  that 
they  were  the  only  men  excluded  from 
the  constitution  to  which  they  were  so 
main  a  prop.  It  was  strange,  he  said, 
that  this  country,  once  deemed  the  most 
liberal,  was  now  the  only  one  where 
civil  disabilities,  on  account  of  religion, 
existed.  The  once  bigotted  Protestant 
state  of  Holland,  by  an  article  (134)  in  its 
recent  constitution,  had  determined  that 
all  existing  religions  should  be  equally 
protected,  and  the  members  of  all  had  an 
equal  right  to  hold  offices  and  charged. 
In  another  constitution,  the  most  snperb 
monument  of  human  foresight  that  bad 
ever  been  erected,  which  had  be^n  drawn 
up  by  the  greatest  statesman  perhaps  who 
had  ever  existed,  the  prince  of  Benevento, 
and  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
senate  of  France,  who  would  have  foil 
power  to  cause  it  to  be  obeyed*-be  had  met 
with  ao  article  which  gave  him  the  greatest 
pUasmr^  in  which  ii  was  dechuwl  Ibat 
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freedom  of  worship,  under  all  religions^ 
was  guaranteed,  and  that  the  ministers  ^f 
all  were  to  be  treated  alike.  In  abodiaf 
article  it  was  said,  that  all  (renchmeo 
were  admissible  to  all  offices  alike.  After 
all  these  examples  of  liberality,  could 
any  be  found  in  this  country  so  bigotted 
as  to  refuse  emancipation  to  five  raillioni 
of  good  and  loyal  subjects  ?  He  could  not 
believe  it ;  especially  after  the  very  ho« 
noorable  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  minis* 
ters  in  the  discussion  of  last  session,  and 
especially  of  the  noble  lord  not  then  in 
the  House  (lord  Castlereagh).  Indeed^ 
he  (gen.  M.)  had  changed  his  opinion  of 
the  ministers  altogether,  with  whom,  in 
former  times,  he  bad  differed  on  every 
question,  except  the  votes  of  thanks  to  lord 
Wellington.  He  had  then,  as  he  had 
thought,  for  the  good  of  his  country, 
'*  left  no  stone  unturned  to  assist  their 
downfall  and  accelerate  their  overthrow." 
In  these  endeavours  it  was  a  truiem  to  say 
that  he  was  not  successful.  Of  this  ill 
success  he  was  very  glad.  There  was  d# 
man  but  would  acknowledge  that  tbey 
had  saved  civilized  £urop^  from  bondage; 
exalted  their  country  to  an  emmenci*,  on 
which  it  was  the  admiration  of  s«r« 
rounding  nations ;  and  brought  the  world 
from  a  state  of  universal  war  to  a  state  of 
universal  peace,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
evil  consequences  of  the  mad  and  extraor- 
dinary ambition  of  Buonaparte.  AAer 
such  happy  effects  from  their  exertioBa» 
he  (gen.  Mathew)  called  on  them  to  re« 
lieve  his  brave  and  insulted  countrymen  ; 
they  had  well  laid  the  abutments ;  they 
should  proceed  with  their  hallowed  work, 
and  crown  the  glorious  arch,  or  their  work 
was  of  no  avail.  It  was  a  maxian  in  state 
policy,  that  nothing  was  done  whilst  any 
thing  remained  to  be  done;  and  if  the 
ministers  neglected  the  present  opportu* 
nity,  it  would  be  evident,  from  their  past 
conduct,  that  it  arose  not  from  any  inca* 
pacity,  but  from  sullen  and  wilful  obeti* 
nacy.  But  if  they  endeaveurtd  to  conci* 
liate  the  Catholic  body,  there  would  be 
no  possibility  that  any  person  could  act 
in  opposition  to  them ;  and  if  ii  came  to 
his  vote,  be  should  be  glad  not  only  that 
they  should  remain  at  present  at  the  hekn, 
but  that  tbey  should  be  ministers  for  ever. 
Yet,  ^ntil  the  long-wished  emanctpatton, 
he  should  continue  to  watch  their  conduct, 
though  not  with  a  prefodieed,  yet  wish  e 
jealous  eye. 

What  he  had  stated  at  to  iha  Pope,  km 
wished  «o  be  vndentood  to  bm%  dtrived 
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from  good  authority,  at  would  be  found 
if  any  communication  were  opened  with 
hit  bolinett.  What  he  had  taid,  he  alto 
withed  to  be  underttood  as  flowing  from 
himself,  without  any  consultation  with 
ftny  of  the  Catholic  body ;  as  the  libera- 
tion of  the  Pope  and  other  events  had 
happened  since  he  had  \e(i  Dublin.  As 
to  the  Catholic  board,  of  which  so  much 
had  been  spoken  and  written,  he  was 
convinced,  from  having  frequently  at- 
tended their  meetings,  that  there  did  not 
ezibt  a  more  liberal  and  enFightened  set 
cPf  men  in  any  country ;  and  he  said,  if 
the  House  should  not  think  proper  to  agi- 
tate the  question  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, or  if  the  member  for  Dublin  (Mr. 
.Grattan),  and  other  members  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  should  feel  the  impropriety 
of  bringing  it  forward  at  the  present  time, 
that  the  Catholic  body  would  readily 
submit  to  the  delay.  The  gallant  general 
concluded,  after  declaring  his  independ- 
ence of  any  party,  by  moving  that  the 
Petitions  be  read. 

The  Petitions  were  then  read ;  setting 
forth. 

*'  That  the  petitioners,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic people  of  Ireland,  again  approach 
the  legislature  with  a  statement  of  the 
grievances  under  which  they  labour,  and 
•f  which  they  most  respectfully;  but  at 
the  same  time  most  firmly,  solicit  the 
efiectual  redress  ;  their  wrongs  ^re  so  no- 
torious and  so  numerous  that  their  minute 
detail  is  quite  unnecessary,  and  'would 
indeed  be  impossible,  were  it  deemed  ex- 
pedient; ages  of  persecution  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  patience  on  the  other,  sulTi- 
eiently  attest  their  sufferings  and  their 
submission  ;  privations  have  been  answer- 
ed only  by  petition,  indignities  by  remon- 
itrance,  injuries  by  forgiveness;'  it  has 
been  a  misfortune  to  have  suffered  for  the 
take  of  their  religion,  but  it  has  also  been 
a  pride  to  have  borne  the  best  testimony 
to  the  purity  of  their  doctrine  by  the 
meekness  of  their  endurance;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have  sustained  the  power 
which  spurned  them,  they  have  nerved 
the  arm  which  smote  the'm,  they  have 
lavished  their  strength,  their  talent,  and 
their  treasures,  and  buoyed  up  on  the 
prodigal  effusion  of  their  young  blood  the 
triumphant  ark  of  British  liberty;  the 
petitioners  approach  then  with  confi- 
dence an  enlightened  legislature  :  in  the 
name  of  nature  they  atk  their  rights  as 
men;  in  the  name  of  the  constitution, 
they  atk  their  prifilegea  m  t Qbject9 ;  in 
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the  name  of  God,  they  ask  the  sacred 
protection  of  unpersecuted  piety  as  Chris- 
tians :  are  securities  required  of  them  ? 
they  offer  them,  the  best  securities  a  throne 
can  have,  the  affections  of  a  people ;  they 
offer  faith  that  was  never  violated,  hearts 
that  were  never  corrupted,  valour  that 
never  crouched;  every  hour  of  peril  has 
proved  their  allegiance,  and  every  field 
of  Europe  exhibits  its  example.;  and  that 
the  petitioners  abjure  all  temporal  autho- 
rity, except  that  of  our  sovereign ;  they 
acknowledge  no  civil  pre-eminence,  save 
that  of  our  constitution;  and  for  their 
lavish  and  voluntary  expenditure,  'they 
only  ask  a  reciprocity  of  benefits ;  separat- 
ing, as  they  do,  their  civil  rights  from 
their  spiritual  duties,  they  humbly  desire 
that  they  may  not  be  confounded ;  they 
render  unto  Cassar  the  things  that  are 
Cssar's,  but  they  must  also  render  unto 
God  the  things  that  are  God's;  their 
church  could  not  descend  to  claim  a  state 
authority,  nor  do  they  ask  for  it  a  state 
aggrandizement;  its  hopes,,  its  powers, 
and  its  pretensions,  are  of  another  world  ; 
and  when  the  petitioners  raise  their  hands 
most  humbly  to  the  state,  their  prayer  is, 
not  that  the  fetters  may  be  transferred  to 
the  hands  which  are  raised  for  them  to 
heaven,  they  would  not  erect  a  splendid 
shrine  even  to  liberty  on  the  ruins  of  the 
temple:  in  behalf  then  of  five  millions  of 
a  brave  and  loyal  people,  the  petitioners 
call  upon  the  legislature  to  annihilate  the 
odious  bondage  which  bows  down  the 
mental,  physical,  and  moral  energies  of 
Ireland,  and  (in  the  name  of  that  Gospel 
which  breathes  charity  towards  all)  they 
seek  freedom  of  conscience  for  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  British  empire;  may  it 
therefore  please  the  House  to  abolish  all 
penal  and  disabling  laws,  which  in  any 
manner  infringereligious  liberty,  or  restrict 
the  free  enjoyment  of  the  sacred  rights  of 
conscience,  within  these  realms.'^ 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Pkincess  Charlotte  or  Wales.]  Mr. 
Haisey  said,  that  as  reports  had  been 
spread  respecting  the  intended  marriage 
of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  Char* 
lotte  of  Wales,  he  wished  to  know  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether 
he  had  any  communication  to  make  to 
the  House  on  this  most  important  subject? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
it  would  be  improper  for  him  to  tay  any 
thing  on  this  delicate  subject,  as  b^  had 
no  commands  to  make  any  commooicttion 
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respecting  it.  The  commonication  would, 
of  coorse,  be  made  without  delay,  as  soon 
as  such  a  step  became  proper. 

Mr.  WkUbread  observed,  that  it  was  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  important  step  which 
had  been  determined  on,  should  first  have 
been  communicated  by  a  foreign  prince 
to  his  subjects,  before  it  had  been  noticed 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  In  this,  as  on 
othfr  occasions,  they  had  been  treated 
with  great  disrespect.  Taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  sovereign  prince  of  the 
Netherlands  had  not  told  an  untruth,  he 
hoped  that  when  the  communication  was 
made  (which  of  course  must  be  made,  with 
a  view  to  the  necessary  pecuniary  arrange- 
ments), it  would  be  accompanied  with  a 
recommendation  to  adopt  such  legislative 
provisions  as  might  secure  her  Royal  High- 
ness from  being  taken  out  of  the  kingdom 
and  detained  from  it,  in  a  manner  which 
might  be  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom,  and  which  might 
occur  without  such  enactment. 

Thb  Prince  Regent's  Debts.]  Mr. 
Bmne/said,  he  had  understood  that  13,000/. 
had  been  paid  out  of  the  Droits  of  Admi- 
ralty to  general  Hulse,  an  officer  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  household ;  which  was 
one  of  three  sums^  amounting  in  all  to 
39,000/.  that  had  been  paid  out  of  the 
same  fund  toirards  the  liquidation  of  the 
Regent's  debts.  He  wished  for  some  ex- 
planation of  this  transaction  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  felt  no  ditBculty  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman,  though  on  a 
subject  somewhat  delicate  ;  but  which  had 
been  brought  before  the  House  at  a  former 
time,  on  the  occasion  of  the  passing  of  a 
Bill  for  regulating  the  Prince  Regent's 
household.  In  that  Bill,  which  had  passed 
into  a  law,  it  was  provided  that  a  certain 
annual  sum  should  be  set  aside  for  the  re- 
moval of  certain  incumbrances  under 
which  his  Royal  Highness  laboured. 
There  were,  however,  some  of  these  of  so 
urgent  a  nature,  that  it  had  been  deemed 
advisable  to  pay  the  sum  of  39,(X)0/.  out 
of  the  droits  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
removal,  and  this  sum  was  to  be  repaid  by 
instalmenU  to  that  fund.  He  did  not 
know  the  exact  amount  of  the  debts  out- 
standing; but  he  understood  they  would 
be  liquidated  in  somewhat  between  3  and 
4  years. 

.  iAr.  Tiemty  felt  considerable  pleasure, 
on  the  whole,  from  the  commuaicatioa  of 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who,  if 
he  rightly  understood  him,  said  that  the 
Prince's  debts  would  be  liquidated  in  be- 
tween three  and  four  years.  They  there- 
fore could  not  amount  now  to  more  thaa 
150,000/.  As  to  the  repayment  of  the 
39,OOOi^.  to  the  droits  of  Admiralty,  by  in- 
stalments, he  did  not  see  what  security 
there  could  be  for  this ;  as  the  funds  out 
of  which  the  repayment  was  to  be  made 
was  to  determine  on  the  demise  of.  his 
Majesty. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rep%2Aed, 
that  he  knew  not  the  exact  amount  of  the 
outstanding  debts ;  but  that  by  the  monies 
applied  by  the  Act,  and  some  arising  from 
the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  he  understood  they 
would  be  paid  in  three  or  four  years.  The 
fund,  he  allowed,  was  determinable  on  a 
contingency  not  pleasant  to  contemplate* 

N0EWAY.3  Mr.  Whitbread  wished  lo 
ask  another  question ;  to  which  he  hoped, 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  be  able  to  give  a 
satisfactory  answer.  It  was  perfectly  well 
known,  that  the  Norwegians,  who  had 
been  conveyed  by  a  treaty  to  the  crown 
of  Sweden,  were  indisposed  to  the  Swedish 
government— nay,  determined  not  to  sub- 
mit to  it.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  British 
government  had  given  such  orders  as 
would  put  a  stop  to  the  importation  of 
those  provisions  into  Norway,  without 
which  the  Norwegians  could  not  subsist; 
hoping  thus  to.  effect  by  starvation  what 
could  not  be  done  by  force.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  this  report  was  true  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  subject  of  Norway  was  at  pre- 
sent one  of  great  delicacy ;  but  that  his 
Majesty's  government  was  disposed  to 
assist  their  allies,  according  to  their  trea- 
ties. 

Mr.  Whitbread.  So,  the  starvation 
system  has  been  adopted.  (No  reply  fol« 
lowed.) 

Petition  op  Mr.  Wright  against 
THE  Clergy  Residence  Bill.]  A  Petition 
of  William  Wright,  of  Bridge  Court, 
Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Middlesei^ 
gentleman,  was  presented  and  read  ;  set- 
ting forth, 

"  That,  under  the  sanction  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  made  and  passed  in  the  45rd 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty, 
intituled,  '*  An  Act  to  amend  the  laws  re* 
latins  to  spiritual  persons  holding  of  faroi4» 
and  tor  enforcing  the  residence  of  spiritual 
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pertooB  on  their  benefices,  in  England/' 
the  petitioner  commenced  divers  actions 
against  clergymen  for  the  recovery  of  part 
of  the  penalties,  to  the  payment  of  which 
they  had  by  their  own  neglect  become 
liable ;  and  the  petitioner  was  induced  to 
believe  that  himself,  or  any  other  person 
who  might  sde  for  the  same,  would  find 
that   encouragement   and    protection,  to 
which,  by  the  laws  of  this  country,  he  was 
led  to  believe  himself  entitled  ;    and  that 
the   petitioner  never  had  any  desire,  or 
ever  sought,  to  imprison  the  persons  of  the 
clergy,  as  bath  been  imputed  to  him,  he 
bein^  well  aware  that  he  was  prohibited 
from  to  doing  by  the  17th  section  of  the 
said  Act>  it  being  therein  provided  that  no 
execution  shall  be  levied  against  the  body 
of  any  spiritual  person  for  any  penalty,  if 
the  same  can  be  recovered  within  three 
years  by  sequestration  of  the   benefice ; 
and  that  the  representations  made  by  the 
clergy  derogatory  to  the  character  of  th^. 
petitioner  as  a  Christian  and  a  gentleman, 
of  his  having  entrapped  them,  nourished 
or  engendered  their  offences,  or  kept  back 
their  licences  or  notifications,    be  most 
•ofemnly  declares  are  untrue  ;  so  far  from 
which,  the  petitioner  did  at  great  trouble 
prepare  a  faithful  abstract  of  all  the  sta- 
tutes in   force  respecting  residence,  and 
added  thereto  forms  of  notification,  and 
petitions  for    licences  of   non- residence, 
which,  at  his  own  personal  expence,  he 
caused  to  be  printed  and  distributed  gratis, 
not  only  to  the  clergy   of  the  dioceses 
wherein  he  acted  as  secretary,  but  also  to 
the  clergy  of  other  dioceses ;  and  that  he 
did  'also  at  his  own  personal  expence,  from 
the  month  of  April  1806  to  the  month  of 
April-  1813,  cause   advertisements  to  be 
inserted  in  the  provincial  newspapers,  and 
circiilar  letters  to  be  written  to  the  clergy, 
for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  them  with 
the  necessity  there  was  for  ibem  to  renew 
their  licences,  if  the  cause  which  created 
their  existence  still  continued,  and  to  re- 
quest others  of  the  clergy  to  deliver  the 
Botifications  required  by   the  said   Act ; 
Mid  that  so  conscious  is  the  petitioner  of 
the  rectitude  of  his  conduct,  that  he  invites 
the  whok   body   of  the    clergy    against 
whom  be  has  commenced  aoiione  to  adduce 
a  single  case  in  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the 
Hooflo  of  bis  ever  having  entrapped  any 
if  Ibem,  nourished   or  engendered  their 
ci0bacee»  or  kept  back  either  their  licences 
or*noti6cations ;    aad  that  -the  petitioner 
baa  comintnoe^  actions  fbr<penaHies  against 
dargriiaii  in  twenty  difarent  4iioc€«ea^ 


and  therefore  his  researches  are  toot  con- 
fined to  the  four  dioceses  in  which  be  had 
been  employed  as  secretary,  but  bis  infor- 
mation has  been  derived,  not  only  from  an 
extract    published    by   authority   of  the 
right  honourable  the  House  of  Lords,  which 
was  introduced  to  his  attention  by  a  dig- 
nitary of  the  church,  who  complained  that 
such  a  publication  should  be  permitted  by 
government,  as  it  held  up  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  clergy  to  prosecution,  but  also 
from  many  long,  tedious,  and  expensive 
journeys,  which  the  petitioner  has  made, 
in  order  to  elucidate  the   subject ;     and 
that,  since  the  petitioner  has  commenced 
actions   for  penalties  under  the   before- 
mentioned  Act,  not  only  clubs  and  asso- 
ciations of  the  clergy  have  been  publicly 
convened,  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
petitioner  in  his  legal  claims,  which  com* 
bination  the  petitioner  humbly  submits  is 
contrary  to  the  known  law  of  the  land^ 
but  also  several  of  the  clergy  have  caused 
friendly  actions  to  be  commenced  against 
.themselves,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  defeat 
the  petitioner's  vested  rights;  and  the  pe- 
titioner is  informed  that  some  of  them  have 
consulted  counsel  whether  they  coold  hot 
avoid  the  penalties  to  which  they  were 
liable^  by  a  resignation  of  their  benefices 
and  retaking  them  ;  and  that  the  petitioner 
feels   perfectly   satisfied    that  the  Housa 
will  not  lend  its  aid  to  deprive  him  of  a 
right  so  sacred  as  that  which  is  vested  in 
him  by  a  recent  Act  of  the  legislature, 
framed    by    the  united    wisdom  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  no  measures 
will  be  adopted  by  the  Houtte  to  abridge 
him  of  the  penalties  under  the  said  Act, 
upon  the  ex  parte  reports  which  have  been 
communicated  to  the  House ;  and  that  the 
petitioner  has    not  only,   by    the  means 
aforesaid,  been  put  to  a  very  considerable 
expence  in  putting  the  clergy  in  posses- 
sion of  the  law  of  the  land  on  the  subject, 
and  in  obtaining  the  necessary  evidence 
and   information  in   support   of  his  said 
actions,  but  has  by  their  neglect,  in  not 
renewing  their  licences,  sustained  an  annual 
loss  of  at  least  3(K)/.  during  nine  years  iR; 
which  he    was   secretary   to   four    lords 
bishops ;    the  petitioner  therefore  places 
himself  under  the  protection  of  the  Home^ 
and  prays  that  the  Bill  to  discontinue  pro* 
ceedings  in  certain  actions  already  com* 
menoed,  and   to  prevent  vexatious  soils 
against  spiritual   persons,  under  an  Act 
passed   in  the  43rd  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  may  not  in  its  present  shape  pass 
into «  jaw,  and  that  be  may  be  heiri,  by 
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himself  or  counsel,  against  the  said  Bill, 
and  be  allowed  to  prodace  such  evidence 
afs  he  majr  be  advised,  or  that  the  House 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  bim  sach  relief  as 
to  them  shall  seem  meet/' 

Ordered,  that  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridey,  April  22. 

Mil.  Speaker's  Speech  to  the  Prince 
Regent*]  Lord  Morpeth  rose  and  desired 
the  clerk  to  read  the  Speech  which  had 
been  deli? ered  by  the  Speaker  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  termibatioti 
of  the  last  sessiori.  The  Speech  haViD|^ 
sc€ordingly  been  read ; 

Lord  Morpeth  said  :— ^In  rising  to  sub- 
ihit  to  the  Hobse  a  proposition  relative  to 
pdrt  of  the  Speech  made  by  the  Speaker 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
rhent,  the  House  may  be  assured  that  I 
slffl  nbt*  iriicfisible  to  the  imputation  of  pre* 
sumption  that  in  the  opinion  of  some 
persons  may  attach  upon  my  conduct,  or 
blind  to  the  various  difficulties' with  which 
the  subject'  is  surrounded;  among  the 
forefoiost  is  the  one,  that  He  who  hM  the 
honor  of  addre'ssing  you  is  himself  an 
object'  of  accusation.  He  has  been  ar- 
raigned for  riot  bringing  the  subject  before 
the  consideration  of  th^  ^Ibuse  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session— >but  in  the  then  com- 
paratively thin  state  of  the  Hous6  he  did 
riot  think  it  consistent  with  his  sen^e  of  the 
importaitee  of  thb  subject  to  subfnit  it  at 
that  period  to  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment. Sohie  rumour  indeed  has  reached  his 
ears,  that  a  sort  of  permission  was  neces* 
sary  before  he  mignt  be  allowed  to  make 
the  present  motion  ;  btrt  how  it  was  to  be 
obtained,  or  by  whom  extended,  did  riot 
very  satisfactorily  appear,  considering  in- 
deed the  respectable  quarter  from  which 
it  is  supposed  to  have  proceeded,  he  must 
have  been  incorrectly  informed. 

But  there  are  difficulties  of  an6tber 
nature,  and  to  my  niind  of  a  more  impor- 
tant description ;  arising  from  a  consi- 
deration of  the  high  station  which  you. 
Sir,  hold  ;  of  the  manner  in  which  for  a 
Ibna;  period  you  have  discharged  the 
duties  of  that  bish  station ;  of  the  zeaT, 
assiduity  and  ability  which  in  the  dis- 
cbarge of  those'  duties  you  havef  constantly 
manifested.  I  might  also  add  respect  for 
those  who  have  sent  you  here,  for  that 
university  which  you  represent,  for  that 
college  of  whi^b  yoti  are  a  distinguished 
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member,  and  of  which  from  early  recol- 
lection I  shall  always  speak  with  deference 
and  regard.  But  the  combination  of  all 
these  circumstances,  the  station  which  you 
fill,  the  manner  in  which  you  haVe  filled 
it,  the  respectability  of  your  constituents^ 
all  tend  to  give  additional  weight  and  im- 
portance to  all  that  falls  from  your  lips, 
and  impose  a  serious  duty  upon  those  who 
cannot  accede  to  the  positions  you  have 
laid  down,  and  to  the  course  that  you  have 
pursued,  to  state  as  fearlessly  and  as  dis-  . 
tipctly  as  they  are  able  the  grounds  of 
their  opinion  and  the  motives  of  their  dis- 
sent.  These  very  circumstances  therefore 
plead  my  apology,  and  constitute  my 
dij^fence. 

But  great  ahd  important  as  the  situation 
df  the  Speaker  must  always  be  held  in  this 
Hoiise,  it  must  also  be  allowed  to  be  com- 
pletely under  its  controul  and  within  its 
jurisdiction,  and  in  langdage  not  now  ob- 
ffolete  and  antiquated,  he  is  considered  lo  be 
the  servant  of  the  House.  As  illustrations 
of  this  position  I  need  only  refer  to  the 
cases  of  1640  and  1677  ;  the  first  of  which 
ended  in  ai'VcAe  of  disapprobation  on  the 
conduct'of  sir  John  Finch,  the  second  in 
a  question  of  adjournmerit  on  the  conduct 
of  si^  Edward  Seymour. 

In  describing  the  part  of  the  speech  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Housd,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  specify 
the  passages  to  which  I  am  by  no  means 
inclined  to  offer  a  contradictory  opinion— 
that  part  wbich  points  out  hopes  of  some 
bouridary  being  placed  to  the  remorseless 
spirit  of  conquest :  hopes  infinitely  more 
than  realized  by  the  exertions  of  our 
Allies,  the  eflbrts  of  revivc,d  and  regene- 
rated Europe,  the  union  of  energy  and 
moderation  that  has  terminated  in  those 
stupendous  events  which  have  stamped  the 
independence  of  nations,  and  have  assured, 
I  trust  for  a  considerable  time,  the  repose 
of  the  civilized  world.  As  litile  can  I  differ 
from  that  part  which  paints  the  splendid 
career  of  lord  Wellington,  whose  whole 
military  life  in  a  word  is  one  unvaried 
theme  of  panegyric.  These  passages, 
speaking  as  they  do  the  recorded  sense  of 
parliament,  can  excite  but  one  sentiment 
in  the  House.  But  I  must  quit  these 
cheering  and  enlivening  topics,  and  it  is  to 
remarks  of  another  nature  that  I  must  now 
call  the  attention  of  the  House :  1  must 
request  the  clerk  to  read  the  resolutions 
upon  which  the  Catholic  Bill  of  la^t  session 
was  founded,  and  the  preamble  of  the  Bill 
itself.  [The  resolutions  and  preamble  wert 
('2  H) 
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reaif  at  the  table.]  And  now  I  beg  leare  to 
apply  the  commentary  to  the  text  that 
has  just  been  read  ;  "  Other  momentout 
changes  have  been  proposed.  Adhering 
however  to  those  laws  which  have  made 
the  throne,  the  parliament,  and  govern- 
ment of  this  country  fundamentally  Pro- 
testant, we  have  not  consented  to  allow 
that  those  who  acknowledge  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  should  administer  the  powers 
and  jurisdictions  of  this  realm ;  willing 
nevertheless,  and  willing  as  I  trust  we 
always  shall  be,  to  allow  the  largest  scope 
to  religious  toleration.''  Upon  the  passage 
I  have  just  quoted,  I  shall  offer  this  obser- 
vation, which  I  have  embodied  into  a  pro- 
position, which  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
submitting  to  the  House.  "That  it  is  con- 
trary to  parliamentary  usage,  and  to  the 
spirit  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  for  the 
Speaker,  unless  by  special  direction  of  the 
House,  to  inform  bis  Majesty,  either  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  or  elsewhere,  of 
any  proposal  made  to  the  House  by  any  of 
its  members,  either  in  the  way  of  Bill  or 
Motion,  or  to  acquaint  the  throne  with  any 
proceedings  relative  to  such  proposal  until 
they  shall  be  consented  to  by  the  House/' 

And  first  with  regard  to  parliamentary 
usage,  we  must  have  recourse  to  prece- 
dents :  the  most  authentic  are  necessarily 
those  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  House;  very  few  appear  to 
have  been  preserved.  I  find  the. speeches 
of  sir  Spencer  Compton,  Speaker  Onslow, 
sir  John  Cust,  and  sir  Fletcher  Norton. 
The  speech  of  sir  Spencer  Compton  in  the 
year  1715,  referring  in  terms  of  pointed 
attack  and  animadversion  upon  the  treaty 
of  Uirecht,  is  strictly  founded  upon  the 
proceedings  and  preceding  addresses  of 
the  House. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Onslow  in  1745, 
though  taking  an  extensive  range,  and  ex- 
pressing strong  opinions  with  regard  to  the 
situation  of  Europe,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  arises  out  of  measures  that  had  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The 
speech  of  sir  John  Cust  is  merely  compli- 
mentary, and  refers  to  the  King's  marriage. 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  speech,  although 
producing  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  «s  to  the  true  exposition  of  the 
sense  of  the  House  of  Cominons,  applied 
solely  and  entirely  to  the  Bill  that  was 
then  presented  to  the  throne. 

In  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords 
a  much  greater  quantity  will  be  found  to 
exist,  but  the  principal  part  consists  of  the 
speeches  of  sir  Edward  Turner  in  ibe  be- 


ginning of  Charles  2nd's  reign.  He  indeed 
has  contributed  not  only  more  thaa-fthy 
other  Speaker,  but  almost  more  than  the 
collective  number  of  the  remaining  whole. 
But  in  the  mass,  the  variety,  and  loxa* 
riancy  of  his  oratory  I  cannot  discover, 
although  in  times  of  considerable  heat  and 
contention,  any  reference  to  'the  conflicts 
and  debates  of  that  period.  The  same  ob- 
servation applies  to  the  speeches  inserted, 
to  the  year  1745  ;  at  which  period  they 
terminate  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houseof 
Lords:  though  occasionally  in  the  reign 
of  William  3d,  the  Speaker  seems  to  have 
taken  rather  a  wide  view  in  observing  upon 
the  foreign  and  domestic  relations  of  the 
country ;  but  I  find  no  reference  to  mea- 
sures which  had  not  met  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 

If  we  apply  to  less  authentic  sources  of 
information,  we  shall  find  a  copious  cata- 
logue of  the  speeches  of  former  Speakers  ; 
in  the  earlier  periods  of  our  parliamentary 
history  we  do  not  discover  many  remains 
of  the  oratory  of  those  days  ;  we  hear  in- 
deed that  sir  John  Tiptoft  was  in  the  habit 
of  addressing  Henry  the  4th,  and  that,  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Prynne,  the  young 
speaker  took  much  upon  him,  and  that 
though  by  this  conduct  he  did  not  (brfeit 
the  good  opinion  of  his  sovereign,  the 
licence  was  afterwards  repressed.  During 
the  reigns  of  the  Princes  of  the  House  of 
Tudor  the  materials  are  more  abundant, 
but  upon  that  period  on  many  accounts  I 
should  not  be  much  inclined  *to  dwell: 
though  I  should  not  wish  to  involve  .in  a 
general  censure  the  addresses  of  that  time, 
for  in  the  list  of  the  Speakers  of  that  day  is 
to  be  fotmd  the  name  of  sir  Thomas  More. 
But  in  the  greater  part  whatever  meanneu 
could  conceive,  or  flattery  suggest,  may  be 
abundantly  discovered.  We  find  Henry 
8th  compared  in  wisdom  to  Solomon,  In 
beauty  to  Absalom,  in  strength  to  Samp* 
son,  and  then  likened  to  that  glorious  lomi- 
nary  the  Sun. 

We  find  the  same  spirit  exerted  in  com- 
plimenting queen  Elizabeth,  though  more 
excusable  in  that  instance.  We  hear  her 
compared  to  a  queen  who  made  laws  be-, 
fore  the  Deluge,  then  to  Ceres,  the  whole 
ending  in  a  fulsome  panegyric  on  tho 
reigning  queen — but  amidst  all  the  a&c- 
tation,  pedantry  and  flattery  that  disgraced 
the  compositions  of  that  period,  one  prin- 
ciple remained  inviolate,  that  of  not  com- 
municating to  the  throne  the  debates  of 
this  House,  a  sanctuary  which  eren  their 
licentious  feet  did  not  venture  to  penttatt. 
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%  tine  of  demarcation  which  these  free- 
booters into  the  realms  of  science,  of  taste, 
ftnd  of  wit,  did  not  dare  to  transetess.  Bat 
I  should  be  guilty  of  injustice  if  1  ventured 
to  censure  all  the  Speakers  of  that  period. 
I  have  before  mentioned  sir  Thomas  More. 
There  is  a  Speaker  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  who  seisms  to  have  entertained 
no  inaccurate  idea  of  the  language  that 
the  Speaker  might  employ.  These  are  the 
words  that  Mr.  Onslow  in  the  9th  of  queen 
Elizabeth  is  reported  to  have  used,  "Again, 
when  I  consider  my  office  as  Speaker,  it 
is  no  great  matter ;  being  but  a  mouth  to 
atter  things  appointed  to  me  to  speak  unto 
you,  and  not  otherwise,  which  ^onsisteth 
only  in  speaking,  and  not  in  any  other 
knowledge;  whereby  I  gather  how  it  is 
necessary  I  speak  plainly  and  simply  ac- 
cording to  the  truth  reposed  in  me/'  And 
again,  "  Thus  it  is  necessary  they  elect  a 
plain  speaker,  fit  for  the  plain  matter,  and, 
therefore,  well  provided  to  have  such  a 
one  as  should  use  plain -words,  and  not 
either  so  fine  that  they  cannot  be  under- 
stood,  or  else  so  elegant  that  they  miss  the 
cushion/' — We  find  the  same  doctrine 
maintained  by  Mr.  Powle.  "  The 
Speaker  is  called  the  mouth  and  tongue  of 
the  House  which  speaks  the  conception  of 
the  mind ;  not  that  he  is  to  make  those 
conceptions,  but  pronounce  what  he  has 
in  command  from  the  House.  Lenthall, 
the  Speaker,  told  the  King,  that  he  had 
neither  tongue,  eyes,  nor  ears,  but  what 
the  House  gave  him.''  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Powle  in  the  debate  upon 
the  conduct  of  sir  Edward  Seymour  in 
1677.  He  was  not  at  that  time  in  the 
chair ;  but  was  afterwards  raised  to  the 
highest  honor  ever  I  believe  conferred 
upon  a  commoner,  that  of  being  Speaker 
of  the  ConventionParliament  in  1688;  and 
the  doctrines  that  he  maintained  as  an  in- 
dividual member  he  did  not  probably  belie 
in  the  exercise  of  his  new  authority. 

There  are  only  two  instances  which  ap- 
pear to  be  any  deviations  from  the  general 
rule,  but  they  are  so  slight  as  to  be  scarcely 
deserving  of  notice.  .  bir  Harbottle  Grim- 
stone,  soon  after  the  Restoration,  in  an  ad- 
dress to  the  throne,  says,  that  the  Commons 
agreed  to  a  Bill  after  some  debate,  and 
that  is  the  only  instance  I  have  found  in 
which  the  word  debate  is  mentioned  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  copy  of  his 
speech  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Lords  that  expression  is  not  employed.  The 
other  ease  is  that  of  sir  John  Trevor  in  the 
1ft  of  Jamei  2d,  where  be  tays  that  he 


brings  no  Bill,  but  that  the  House  relies 
upon  the  assurance  of  bis  Majesty.  The 
speeches  of  Mr.  Onslow  in  the  course  of 
the  last  century  take  an  extensive  view  of 
the  political  situation  of  the  country,  but 
all  his  observations  seem  to  arise  out  of  acts 
done  and  determined  upon  by  the  House. 
But  precedents  no  doubt  may  exist  which 
have  eluded  my  research;  perhaps  the 
ghost  of  some  departed  speech  may  be 
evoked  from  itscharnel -house  of  moulder- 
ing, dusty,  and  forgotten  papers,  to  rear 
its  ambiguous  form  within  the  walls  of  this 
House  ;  but  however  awed  by  the  "super- 
natural appearance,  1  shall  appeal  from  the 
dead  to  the  living,  from  those  that  have 
long  slumbered  in  silence  and  obscurity  to 
those  that  have  ventured  to  visit  the  face  of 
day,  and  court  the  light  of  heaven,  those 
that  have  not  dreaded  exposure,  and  shrunk 
from  publication.  It  would  however  be 
very  difficult  to  find  a  case  precisely  ana- 
logous. The  resolutions  passed  the  House, 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  established  in 
the  second  reading,  the  application  of  the 
principle  in  an  important  point  was  nega- 
tived by  a  small  majority  in  the  com- 
mittee: in  this  stateof  things,  the  Bill  still 
in  existence  at  the  very  time  that  you,  Sir^ 
addressed  the  throne,  the  principle  carried, 
the  application  of  it  negatived,  the  throne 
is  informed,  by  what  purports  to  be  the 
collective  voice  of  the  House  of  Cohimons, 
that  changes  of  great  importance  have 
been  proposed,  that  the  House  however 
has  not  consented  to  allow  persons  of  a 
particular  class  to  administer  the  powers 
and  jurisdictions  of  this  realm. 

'  But  even  if  a  precedent  were  found 
exactly  in  point,  I  should  ask  if  this  be  a 
case  upon  Which  precedents  alone  must 
absolutely  decide-^is  a  privilege  lost  and 
forfeited  by  occasional  infraction,especially 
in  cases  where  the  attention  of  the  House 
has  not  been  specifically  directed  to  iht 
object?  In  what  a  situation  should  we 
now  stand,  and  what  a  miserable  portion  of 
our  privileges  would  now  remain,  if  such 
doctrines  were  valid  and  maintainable. 

If  I  should  venture  to  make  any  more 
derailed  observations  upon  this  part  of  the 
speech,  it  is  not  with  the  design  of  intro- 
ducing incidentally  and  obliquely  the 
great  question  relating  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics; that  must  stand  or  fall  by  its  own 
merits;  it  issufficiently  large  and  important 
to  vindicate  to  itself  a  separate  discussion. 
It  is  solely  with  the  view  of  endeavouring 
to  point  out  the  mischiefs  that  may  flow 
from  the  adoption  of  such  a  precedent-— 
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'*  Momentous  changes  have  been  proposed'' 
How  ?  by  a  message  from  the  throne 
which  required  an  answer  from  this  House? 
^— No.  By  whom  proposed  ?  By  one  of 
your  own  members;  (upon  the  talents,  the 
services,  the  virtues  of  that  member,  in 
this  view  of  the  subject  I  arp  constrained 
not  to  dwell)  in  the  reliance  at  least  that 
if  he  failed  in  his  great  effort,  the  failure 
would  not  be  communicated  to  the  throne 
by  any  self- constituted  authority  in  this 
House. — Impelled  by  what  motive,  and 
proposed  at  whose  desire?  by  the  desire, 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  England  and  Ireland,  in  the  reliance 
that  if  their  petitions  failed  in  attaining  the 
object  for  which  they  had  prayed  for  so 
long  a  period,  the  refusal  of  that  prayer 
would  not  be  accompanied  by  any  gratui- 
tous comments  in  an  unauthorized  notified* 
tion  to  the  throne. — But  what  are  these 
momentous  changes  ?  We  must  infer  them, 
I  conclude,  from  the  laws  to  which  we  are 
said  to  adhere.  These  are  the  laws  that  have 
rendered  the  throne,  the  parliament,  and 
the  government  of  this  country  fundamen- 
tally Protestant.  Whateverrelaxationmay 
have  been  intended  as  to  the  admission  of 
Roman  Catholics  into  parliament,  and  into 
certain  offices  of  the  state,  bow  was  the 
throne  to  be  affected  ?  I  must,  leave  the 
resolutions  and  the  preamble  of  the  Bill, 
which  have  been  lately  read,  to  remove 
that  doubt,  and  repel  that  accusation. 

**  Those  who  acknowledge  a  foreign  ju* 
risdiction ;"  and  here  I  think  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  some  reason  to  complain. 
We  have  heard  of  Papists  and  of  Romanists, 
we  are  now  more  accustomed  to  the  more 
courteous  term  of  Roman  Catholics, 
but  this  is  a  new  and  rather  a  vague 
description :  but  is  it  perfectly  harm- 
less? It  is  not  confined  to  jurisdiction 
in  spirituals,  which  would  be  upiversally 
allowed.  {  find  no  such  limitation;  in 
these  days  of  calumny  and  invective  it 
might  have  been  well  to  have  abstained 
from  any  mode  of  expression  which,  in  the 
instance  of  persons  smarting  under  the 
cruelty  of  unmerited  imputation,  might 
have  the  appearance  of  implying  reproach 
and  insinuating  suspicion.  Then  follows 
a  healing  sentence  respecting  toleration ; 
and  to  this  I  feel  no  particular  otyection* 
except  that  I  have  observed  such  senti- 
ments as  constant  ingredients  in  every 
•peech  most  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics :  and  with- 
out canvassing  the  particular  properties  of 
tbit  specipt  ojf  tolefalion^  |  would  beg 


leave  to  quote  the  observation  of  a  very 
learned  and  very  eminent  divine  of  the 
church  of  England,  in  speaking  of  j^>ler* 
ation'with  respect  to  thie  disse;i^te^,  ^t 
which  I  should  wish  to  extend  more  widely. 
*'  There  were  indeed  times  when  liberal 
sentiments  on  toleration  could  pot  be  maia* 
tained  without  danger ;  but  in  the  age  ^a 
which  we  live,  whatever  parade,  or  ^ven 
condescension  and  good  will,  may  attend 
their  publication,  they  are  not  likely  to 
inspire  much  either  of  admiration  or  gra- 
titude ;  the  profession  of  any  opinion  w.iH 
never  be  received  with  applause,  when  iti 
opposite  can  scarce  be  avowed  without 
indignation  or  conten^pt.*' 

But  it  is  not  to  the  mere  wording  of  the 
p.issage  that  I  should  wifth  to  call  the 
critical  attention  of  the  H^ooflfe ;  iiipio  th,Q 
danger  of  the  precedent,  )jt  is  L^  u.nf^jgned 
apprehension  I  entertain  that  it  jthia  covrte 
of  proceeding  be  established  as  a  pjr^fifi' 
dent,  a  future  Sp/eaker  ^av  |l|ink  hiinseilf 
justified  in  ayailifig  hinuMeJtpf  theoccasjpo 
of  a  rejected  i^easure  to  render^  the  y/?hi* 
cle  of  censorious  remark,  perjhapf  of  p^r 
castic  animadversion.  He  n^ay  n^  <(^- 
sider  bimseif  confined  within  the  te^niM 
employed  in  the  Bill;  he  mjay  affij^j^^w 
denominations  to  the  petitioners,  ^i^  f^y 
the  new  denominations  he  may  jcqnvfy 
hostility,  and  impute  blame.  He  piay 
select  a  time  at  which  the  petitioners,  aft^r 
a  long  series  of  protracted  disappointipe^t, 
may  have  at  length  indulged  a  hope  pf 
final  success,  and  have  anticipated  ^% 
dawn  of  a  brighter  day  :  in  the  extincjlioii 
of  those  hopes  he  may  add  mortificatiqa 
to  disappointment,  and  may  instil  suspicion 
when  he  announces  defeat;  he  may  ppt* 
sibly,  in  the  event  of  a  pleasure  unpopuiff 
with  a  considerable  number  of  persony  m 
this  country,  increase,  if  he  does  not  rajv* 
the  clamour,  of  the  people  ;  in  the  instaiipe 
of  a  measure  that  may  be  unpalataWje  P9 
the  ruling  administration  of  the  day,  km 
piay  indulge  in  observation  not  unacpfpt- 
able  in  that  quarter ;  or  indeed  by  aoqne 
dexterous  combination  of  circumstapce«» 
he  may  by  the  same  remark  accomplirii 
the  double  object. 

It  is  therefore  to  guard  against  dapgefB 
that  menace  alike  the  freedom  of  debate* 
aud  the  right  of  petitioning,  that  I  sbq^ld 
earnestly  recommend  an  adherence  to  ihf 
principle  of  not  cojnmunicating  to  l^p 
throne  the  debates  of  this.  House  ;  appp- 
ciple  ipherent  in  the  y^ry  e«sepce  .of  a  frfi^ 
constitution,  of  which  we  pan  trace  |be 
^nt  rgtdimeqts  ia  ^mes  of  very  lepiopt  ai|» 
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tiqoity,  though  nearly  obi  iterated  onder^ie 
powerful  rule  of  the  priucesof  the  Normap 
line,  when  military  service  and  enterprise 
^ere  the  only  titles  t9  respect  and  coj[i5i* 
deration.  But  when  upon  a  disputed  sue- ' 
cession  the  Commoas  began  .to  viudicatje 
their  share  in  tjbe  legislature  of  their  coun- 
try, we  find  that  Henry  the  4ih  thought  it 
expedient  to  conciliate  as  well  as  govern 
his  people.  Of  this  a  memorable  instance 
u  to  be  found  in  the  Roils  of  Parliament 
in  the  2nd  of  that  king,  which  is  thus 
translated :  '*  Because  it  might  happen 
that  some  of  the  Commons,  to  please  the 
king,  or  advance  themselves,  might  relate 
•ome  things  before  they  were  determined, 
discussed,  or  accorded  to  by  the  Commons, 
It  might  please  the  king  to  allow  no  such 
person  to  relate  such  nat,terj,  pr  gpve  i^i^y 
credence  to  such  a  party.''  To  which 
the  king  answers,  *<  That  the  Commons 
should  have  deliberation  to  treat  of  all 
matters  among  themselves,  in  order  to 
bring  t^em  to  %  good  end  and  conclusion 
for  the  advantage  and  honour  of  his  king- 
dom, and  he  would  not  hear  such  a  penoo 
or  give  any  credence  to  him,  before  such 
matters  were  communicated  to  the  king 
by  the  advice  and  assent  of  all  the  Com- 
mons according  to  their  petition."  And  in 
the  9th  of  the  same  king  is  the  following 
entry  in  the  Rolls,  "  That  in  all  future 
parliaments  it  should  be  lawful  as  well  /to 
the  Lords  by  themselves,  as  to  the  Com- 
mons by  themselves,  to  debate  of  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  realm,  and  of  the  means 
to  redress  them,  without  disclosing  the 
same  to  the  king  before  a  determination 
made  thereof,  and  that  to  be  done  only  by 
the  mouth  of  the  Speaker.''  From  these 
proceedings,  and  from  the  articles  that 
were  about  the  same  time  presented  to  the 
king  by  the  Commons,  we  may  infer  that 
the  free  constitution  of  this  country  is  not 
of  the  modern  growth  which  some  writers 
have  supposed.  We  observe  this  princi- 
ple suspended  and  almost  lost  during  the 
stormy  period  of  the  wars  of  York  and 
Lancaster,  depressed  and  subdued  under 
the  arbitrary  domination  of  the  princes  of 
the  House  of  Tudor :  reviving  however  at 
tiie  opening  of  the  17th  centuryi  opposing 
itself  to  the  conceited  pedantry  and  self- 
suflicieiu  ideas  of  James  the  1st,  who  seems 
to  have  mistaken  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
and  the  people  whom  he  supposed  be  was 
by  some  divine  authority  comniissiohed  to 
govern.  We  see  it  enforced  in  that  me- 
morable Protestation  of  the  19th  of  that 
king,  in  language  worthy  of  the  patriots 


who  presented  it,  and  ennoibkd  by  th^ 
impotent  resentment  of  the  monarch  .V<hp 
erased  it  with  his  own  hand  £rom  .the  Jour^ 
nals,  but  which  survives,  a  .mpnument  of 
their  glory,  and  of  his  shame.  We  see  i^ 
ffeneix^us  influence  pervading  the  earlier 
labours  of  the  Long  Parliament,  till  that 
jinfortunate  conflict  arose  whiob,  though 
it  humbled  the  pride  of  kings,  disgraced 
the  cause  of  freedom,  ^uid  closed  the  events 
fulscenein  tyranny,  inoutrage,and  inblood. 
We  ufi  it  again  in  array  against  the  cor* 
rupt,  profligate,  and  mercenary  adminis- 
tration of  Charles  the2od,  and  we  bail  i(ys 
final  confirmation  and  establishn^Mit  in 
the  gre^  work  of  the  Revolution.  But  I 
may  be  told  that  the  entrm  in  .the  time  of 
Henry  tb/e  4th,  and  tJbe  ProliDstatioo  in 
that  of  Jamep  lat,  refer  only  to  Gomuiuiu- 
cations  made  to  the  throne  by  individiial 
members,  and  not  by  the  Speaker.  I 
would,  however,  beg  leave  to  aak  tboae 
who  make  that  distinction,  what  iroold 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  parliamenti 
of  that  day  if  the  communication  had  been 
made  in  their  names  but  without  their 
authority,  without,  as  it  is  expressed  in 
the  answer  of  Henry  the  4th,  the  advice 
and  the  assent  of  all  the  Commons  of 
England.  It  is  therefore  to  preserve  this 
principle,  not  merely  valuaole  from  its 
antiquity,  but  aa  infusing  life,  spirit,  vigour, 
and  animation  into  the  whole  system  of 
parliamenury  prgceeding,  that )  now  vea- 
ture  to  call  upon  the  Houae— -it  is  not  with 
the  comparatively  contracted  view  of 
making  a  personal  attack  upon  an  indivi- 
dual, however  conspicuous  may  be  his 
station  ;  it  has  I  trust  a  nobler  aim,  and  is 
directed  to  greater  objeca.  It  is  calculated 
I  hpp^  to  preserve  the  source,  whence  the 
principles  of  a  free  constitution  are  de- 
rived, pure  and  untainted ;  to  induce  you 
to  watch  over  (to  use  the  words  of  Mr. 
Burke)  the  sacred  fire  of  an  eternal  con- 
stitutional jealousy,  the  guardian  of  law,  of 
liberty,  and  justice.  And  at  what  time  do 
I  beseech  you  ?  at  a  time  when  the  consti- 
tution of  this  country,  long  said  to  be  the 
envy  and  admiration  of  the  world,  the 
theme  of  the  eloquent,  the  meditation  of 
the  philosopher,  is  assumed,  practically 
assqmed,  as  the  model  from  which  the 
infant  liberties  of  other  countries  are  des- 
tined to  receive  their  impression  and  form* 
It  is  to  raise,  therefore,  that  spirit  of  whole- 
some jealousy,  of  legitimate  suspicion, 
more  necessary  perhaps  during  the  preva- 
lence of  general  satisfaction,  in  the  noon 
day    and    sunshine  of   prosperity^   than 
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during  the.  gloomier  hours  of  doubt,  un- 
easiness, and  suspense:  for  without  the 
.  superintending  agency,  the  salutary  exer- 
tion of  those  qualities,  events  would  occur, 
perhaps  not  in  a  very  rapid,  but  in  a  sure 
and  inevitable  progress,  which  would  lead 
to  the  dereliction  of  your  privileges,  and 
with  the  dereliction  of  your  privileges,  the 
degradation  of  your  dignity,  and  the 
prostitution  of  your  independence.  I 
shall  conclude  with  moving,  '*  That .  a 
special  entry  be  made  in  the  Journal, 
That  it  be  not  drawn  into  precedent  for 
any  Speaker,  except  by  the*  special  di- 
rection of  the  House,  to  inform  his  Ma- 
jesty, either  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  elsewhere,  of  any  proposal  made 
to  the  House  by  any  of  its  members,  either 
in  the  way  of  Bill  or  Motion,  or  to  ac- 
quaint his  Majesty  with  any  proceedings 
had  thereupon,  until  the  same  shall  have 
been  contented  tp  by  the'House.'' 
The  motion  having  been  read. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  ad- 
dressed the  House  tp  the  following  effect : 

After  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  pre- 
faced with  whatever  forms  of  personal 
civility,  but  implying,  necessarily  imply- 
ing, a  grave  and  serious  charge  of  miscon- 
duct in  the  Speech  delivered  by  me  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  the  House  will  naturally 
expect  that  I  should  be  desirous  of  now 
offering  myself  to  their  attention. 

I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  be 
thought  insensible  to  the  peculiar  course 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  noble  lord, 
injurious  also,  as  I  think,  to  the  character 
and  dignity  of  the  House;  but  nevertheless 
I  shall  abstain  from  all  further  comment 
on  that  head.  I  shall  abstain  also  from 
discussing,  in  any  degree  whatever,  the 
merits  of  the  great  political  question  to 
which  the  charge  relates,  a  question  which 
I  am  not  this  day  called  upon  to  argue. 

Denounced  however  long  since  to  this 
House,  as  "  the  unauthorized  and  unau- 
thentic expositor  of  its  opinions,"— whose 
conduct  was  **  objectionable  on  solid  and 
constitutional  grounds,"  and  whose  speech 
in  the  name  of  this  House  deserved  "  repre- 
'  bension,"— I  confess  I  did  expect  from  the 
justice  and  plain-dealine  of  the  noble  lord, 
that  he  would  this  day  nave  brought  for- 
ward some  charge  in  express  and  direct 
terms,  and  have  demanded  a  distinct  vote 
of  censure..  But  although  his  motion  seeks 
only  to  establish  some  prospective  regu- 
(lation,  which  in  this  place  it  is  not  for 


me  to  debate ;  and  although  it  proceeds 
upon  principles  and  facts,  which  (how- 
ever they  may  appear  to  me  to  be  quite 
irrelevant  to  the  existing  case)  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  discuss;  nevertheless,  as  it  is 
founded  wholly  upon  an  assumption  of 
misconduct  on  my  part,  which  it  desires 
may  not  be  drawn  into  precedent  here- 
after, I  presume  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  lay  fully  before  them  those  considera- 
tions upon  which  I  trust  it  will  appear  that 
such  an  accusation  is  entirely  groundle^A. 

Upon  this  subject,  I  conceive  that  there 
are  substantially  two  distinct  questions  to 
which  I  am  called  upon  to  answer  in  my 
own  vindication ;  first,  Whether,  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  of  parliament,-  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  House  upon  the  Roman 
Catholic  Claims  were  fit  matter  to  be  men- 
tioned or  adverted  to,  in  such  a  speech,  at 
such  a  time  ?  secondly.  If  fit  to  be  men- 
tioned at  all,  were  they  mentioned  in  a 
proper  manner  ? 

Upon  the  first  question,  Whether  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  House  upon  the  Roman 
Catholic  Claims  were  fit  to  be  mentioned 
in  such  a  speech,  at  such  a  time } 

I  very  humbly  submit  to  the  House, 
That  according  to  the  usage  and  practice 
of  parliament,  all  or  any  of  the  principal  ob- 
jects which  have  employed  the  attention  of 
the  Commons  during  the  session,  may  befit 
matters  to  be  mentioned  in  such  a  speech. 

The  rule  and  practice  are  so  laid  down 
in  the  Text  book  which  we  justly  allow 
to  be  the  best  authority  upon  our  forms  of 
proceeding :  the  Journal  entries  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  where  these  speeches  are 
necessarily  noticed,  are  consistent  with 
the  rule  so  laid  down :  and  so  are  some  of 
the  principal  instances  and  authorities  of 
which  we  have  any  memorial  during  the 
course  of  the  last  century. 

In  Mr.  Hatsell's  book,  which  we  ac- 
knowledge as  our  best  Text  book,  the  rule 
is  laid  down  thus  ;  '*  It  has  been  customary 
for  the  Speaker  in  presenting  any  Bill  of 
Supply  at  the  close  of  a  session,  to  re- 
capitulate the  principal  objects  which  have 
employed  the  attention  of  the  Commom 
during  their,  sitting.^' 

The  Journal  entries  of  the  Lords  are  the 
regular  and  authentic  evidence  of  the 
usage  upon  this  head ;  but  in  looking 
through  these  entries,  we  must  always 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  speeches  made  epon 
presenting  BiUs  of  Supply  at  the  ntiial 
period  of  closing  a  session,  are  the  only 
cases  strictly  applicable  to  the  preaesi 
question. 
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The  earliest  of  these  speeches  men- 
tioned in  ihe  Lords'  Journals,  is  in  1509,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  B;  and  at  fiut  the 
entries  state  only  the  general  substance 
of  these  speeches.  In  the  reign  of  Eli- 
zabeth some  are  gi?en  by  D'Ewes  in 
hcec  verba.  There  is  a  speech  by  Lenthal 
in  1641  gi?en  at  length  in  the  Journal; 
and  several  others  of  the  same  sort  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  2.  In  the  year  1 689»  two 
such  speeches  are  entered ;  but  none  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  king  William's  reign,  nor 
any  during  the  reign  of  queen  Anne. 
There  are  dniy  four  by  Mr.  Compton  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  George  1,  in  the  Lords' 
Journal,  and  one  in  the  Commons'  Journal. 
Bui  from  the  year  1721  to  this  time,  there 
is  no  prorogation  speech  entered  at  length 
in  either  Journal,  except  one  by  Mr.  On- 
slow in  1745,  which  was  entered  in  ihe 
Journal  of  this  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  following  session. 

The  ordinary  form  of  entry  in  the  Lords' 
Journal  from  the  Rerolution  to  the  present 
time  has  been,  thai  "  the  Speaker  after  a 
speech," — sometimes  stated  to  be''  a  long 
speech,"-— sometimes  "  a  short  speech ;" 
— or,"  after  a  speech  upon  the  Bills  passed 
and  to  be  passed," '— or  "  after  a  speech  in 
relation  to  the  Money  Bills  and  other  mat- 
ters," presented  the  Bills  of  Supply. 
There  are  not  fewer  than  fourteen  speeches 
of  Mr.  Onslow  noticed  in  this  last  manner 
upon  the  Lords^  Journal,  as  embracing 
"  other  matters"  besides  the  Bills  of  Sup- 
ply ;  and  the  same  form  of  entry  is  also 
to  be  found  in  the  early  years  of  the  pre* 
sent  reign. 

Amongst  the  instances  and  authorities 
contained  in  these  entries,  abundant  proof 
will  be  found  of  the  extent  to  which  this 
usage  has  prevailed  in  all  times.  Upon 
a  general  view  of  the  subjects  to  which 
these  speeches  have  extended,  it  appears, 
that  some  of  the  earliest  relate  not  only  to 
Bills  of  Supply  ;  but  take  notice  also  of 
ihe  principal  other  Bills,  which  had  been 

fireviously  passed  in  the  same  session, 
n  the  reign  of  James  1,  they  dwell  at 
considerable  length  upon  "  other  matters" 
transacted  or  debated  in  parliament,  which 
were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  formed  into 
Bills,  or  tendered  for  ihe  royal  assent. 
Lenthal's  speech  in  1641,  and  the  many 
speeches  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2,  are 
extremely  comprehensive  in  their  topics, 
even  stating  the  points  upon  which  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  had  arisen,  and  their 
result  upon  debate.  The  speech  of  Mr. 
Conpton  in  1715,  printed  by  order  of  the 


House  of  Commons  in  their  own  Journals^ 
embraces  a  large  compass  of  various  mat- 
ters ;  and  Mr.  Onslow's  speech  in  1745, 
printed  with  the  like  approbation,  reviews  .. 
the  whole  state  of  public  affairs  in  and  out 
of  parliament:  the  speech  of  Mr*  Con^p- 
ton  states  the  Impeachments  which  the 
Commons  had  commenced  against  th( 
ministers  of  the  crown  for  the  peace  of 
Utrecht ;  and  that  of  Mr.  Onslow  states 
the  result  of  their  enquiries  into  the  recent 
misconduct  of  the  naval  commanders  in 
the  Mediterranean.  None  other  of  Mr. 
Onslow's  speeches,  during  the  .S5  years 
that  he  presided  in  this  place,  are  printed  . 
at  length  in  the  Journal  of  either  House  ; 
but  the  few  which  have  been  published  in 
the  historical  memorials  of  the  last  cen* 
tury,  sufficiently  prove  ths^t  the  same 
practice  continued  to  prevail. 

Upon  a  more  particular  examination  of 
the  speeches  made  during  the  lasiceniory« 
it  will  be  seen,  thai  they  have  extended 
not  only  to  Bills  offered  for  the  royal  as*  - 
sent,  and  matters  upon  which  the  House 
had  expressed  its  opinion  by  address; 
but,  that  they  have  also  entered  at  large, 
into  various  other  public  occurrences  at 
home  and  abroad,  upon  which  parliament 
had  employed  its  time  and  deliberations ; 
and  although  it  does  not  appear,  that  this  • 
House  had  directed  them  to  be  presented 
to  the  sovereign  in  any  manner  whatever, . 
by  Bill  or  otherwise. 

Thus,  the  voluntary  associations  and  • 
subscriptions  entered  into  by  the  people 
in  times  of  rebellion,  and  their  legality 
under  ihe  circumstances  of  such  a  crisis, 
are  enlarged  upon  by  Mr.  Onslow  at  one 
period :  and  at  another,  he  enters  at  length 
into  the  general  impolicy  and  ill  conse- 
quences of  all  continental  wars  and  ^*  . 
liances. 

But|  beyond  these  matters  of  general 
concern  and  notoriety,  it  has  also  been 
deemed  within  ihe  province  of  these 
speeches  to  advert  to  proceedings  within 
the  walls  of  parliament,  some  of  which, 
although  of  a  legislative  character,  were 
not  in  progress  or  preparation  for  the 
royal  assent,  and  others  exclusively  con- 
cerned the  privileges  of  this  House. 

Thus,  after  the  miscarriage  of  admirals 
Matthews  and  Lestock  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean in  1744,  Mr.  Onslow,  in  presenting  . 
the  Bill  for  regulating  courts  martial* 
states  not  only  the  effect;  of  thai  Bill,  but  . 
enlarges  also  upon  -the  general  neceuiiy 
of  a  more  extensive  reformation  of  those 
couru;  and  that  speech  was  sanctioned 
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afterwards  by  the  approbation  of  this 
Hoase.  And  thus  again  after  the  rebel* 
lion  of  1745,  Mr.  Onslow,  in  presenting 
the  Bill  for  more  elFectually  ditarming 
the  Highlands  of  Scollaild,  proceeds  to 
detail  other  measares  for  completing  the 
Unioni  by  reforming  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ;  and  (without 
any  fear  of  reprehension)  states  various 
opinions  upon  the  unsettled  condition  of 
that  part  of  the,  kingdom,  and  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the  heritable  ju- 
risdictions, as  layinff  the  foundation  of 
fatm*e  Bills,  in  some  niture  session. 

Even  the  peculiar  privilege  and  con- 
cern of  the  House  of  Commons,  its  em- 
ployment in  determining  upon  contested 
elections,  was  included  by  Mr.  Onslow, 
in  rendering  an  account  to  the  sovereign 
of  the  objects  which  had  occupied  the 
time  of  the  Commons  in  the  session  of 
1755.  And  sir  Fletcher  Norton,  pur- 
suing the  same  course,  informs  the  King, 
in  1775,  of  the  satisfactory  dibde  in  which 
th^  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
had  executed  the  Act  of  a  former  parlia- 
ment for  determining  contested  elections  ; 
upon  the  merits  of  which  Act,  he  also 
Tery  justly  enlarges. 

'  If,  besides  these  instances,  it  is  required 
to  produce  some  specific  precedent  of  a 
speech,  noticing  anv  question  or  Bill  ne- 
gatived in  either  House  of  Parliament; 
It  is  to  be  observed  in  the  first  place, 
that  of  the  prorogation  speeches  actually 
niaide  during  the  last  century,  very  few 
ndt  more  than  eleven  in  fourscore  years) 
having  been  published^  nothing  can  be 
affirmed  with  absblute  certainty,  of  the 
frequency  or  infreqtiency  of  such  specific 
cases ;  but  the  general  principle  and  prac- 
tice already  stated,  will  be  found  to  com- 
prehend every  such  case  \  nor  has  any 
such  doubt  been  entertained  hitherto. 
Two  very  striking  proofs  may  be  adduced, 
that  such  a  doubt  can  have  no  parliamen- 
tary foundation. 

From  the  access  allotted  me  by  the 
preset  lord  Onslow  to  his  father's  parlia- 
mentary papers  (a  kind  and  liberal  in- 
dulgtmce  by  which  I  have  long  and  often 
profited).  It  appears  to  have  been  the 
distinct  and  deliberate  opinion  of  Mr. 
Onslow,  that  it  belonged  to  the  province 
of  the  Speaker,  in  presenting  Money  Bills, 
to  advert  not  only  to  Bills  which  had  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent,  or  were  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  it,  but  to  those  also,  which, 
after  having  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
House,  nevertheless  had  failed  in  their 


proCTess ;    and    upon  that  opinion  Mr. 
Onslow  was  prepared  to  have  acted. 

This  case  occurred  in  the  year  1758, 
when  several  Bills  (one  of  them  for  a  more 
speedy  remedy  for  the  subject  upon  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus),  which  had  passed 
the  House  of  Comihons  afler  long  debates, 
were  thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Lords ; 
and  yet  upon  the  failure  of  these  Bills, 
and  their  value  and  importance  to  the 
constitution,  Mr.  Onslow  thought  it  his 
right  and  duty  to  have  animadverted  ;  as 
appears  by  a  copy  of  his  speech  indorsed 
in  his  own  hand  as  designed  to^ave  been 
spoken,  and  which  he  was  prevented  from 
delivering,  only  by  the  accident  of  his 
Majesty's  sudden  indisposition,  which  dis- 
abled him  from  coming  in  person  to  pro- 
rogue the  parliament.  I  cite  this,  there- 
fore, only  as  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Onslow's 
opinion ;  but  more  conclusive  evidence  of 
it  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 

The  other  case  to  which  I  would  request 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House,  oc- 
curred in  later  times,  upon  the  very  sub- 
ject to  which  the  present  discussion  re- 
lates, and  is  intitledf  to  the  highest  respect 
from  the  eminent  character  of  the  persoh 
whose  authority  it  bears.  In  the  year 
1792  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a  Bill 
was  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons 
for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  by 
admitting  them  to  the  profession  of  the 
law,  allowing  their  intermarriage  with 
Protestants,  and  improving  their  condition 
in  other  respects  as  to  education  and 
apprenticeships.  Afler  the  second  read* 
ing  of  this  Bill  and  its  first  commitment,  a 
question  arose  upon  a  petition  from  the 
then  Roman  Catholic  committee,  signal 
by  Byrne  and  others,  praying  the  elective 
franchise,  and  this  petition,  upon  full  de- 
bate and  a  division,  was  rejected.  At  the 
close  of  tho  session,  the  Speaker,  Mr. 
Foster  (who  though  present  I  may  name 
historically),  a  name  never  to  be  men- 
tioned but  with  honour,  on  presenting 
the  Money  Bills,  although  there  was  not 
on  that  day  any  Bill  whatever  concerning 
the  Roman  Catholics  presented  to  the' 
throne,  thought  it  his  duty  to  advert  to  a 
subject  of  such  high  importance,  and  em- 
phatically to  state  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  of  Commons  upon  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  a  Protestant  parliament  and 
Protestant  ascendancy.  For  that  speech, 
not  questioned  as  unconstitutional,  he  ujion 
the  same  day  received  the  thanks  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Upon  reviewing  the  whole  of  the  -first 
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qnettioiii  the  maio  crilerioii  by  which  the 
topics  of  their  upeeohet  have  been  selected, 
appears  to  have  been  the  political  im- 
portance of  the  measures  which  have  em* 
ployed  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Com-, 
mons  during  the  preceding  session;  un- 
limited by  any  consideration  of  their  pro- 
gress, or  their  failure. 

And  wiihont  entering  into  the  merits  of 
the  particular  subject  introduced  into  the 
speech  now  in  discussion,  its  paramount 
importance  at  least  must  be  acknowledged 
on  all  sides ;  whether  it  be,  as  alledged  on 
the  one  hand,  a  measure  indispensable  to 
the  strength  of  the  empire ;  or  whether  it 
be,  as  alledged  on  the  other  hand,  subvert 
si?e  of  the  present  fundamental  laws  of 
the  constitution. 

All  therefore  that  I  need  assert  upon 
this  day  is,  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  that  its  importance  alone,  not 
only  justified  the  noticing  it,  but  required 
fhat  it  should  not  be  passed  over  in  silence ; 
even  if  no  Bill  had  been  finally  presented 
for  granting  to  Roman  Catholics  any 
species  of  relief  whatever ;  an  occurrence 
which  nevertheless  actually  made  part  of 
this  transaction,  and  necessarily  brought 
the  subject  under  the  legislative  consi- 
deration of  the  sovereign. 

The  second  question  is.  Whether  the 
proceedings  in  this  House  respecting  the 
Koman  Catholic  claims,  if  fit  to  be  men- 
tioned at  all  in  such  a  speech,  were  men- 
tioned in  a  proper  manner?  And  upon  this 
point  I  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  that  the  proceedings  were  stated 
with  truth  and  correctness. 

At  the  end  of  the  session  of  1812,  this 
House  laid  before  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  iiegent  their  resolution  to  take  into 
their  most  serious  consideration  the  laws 
affecting  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjecu  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  the  Roman 
Catholic  question  having  been  before  par- 
liament from  the  earliest  to  the  latest 
period  of  its  sittings,  the  larger  relief 
which  was  prayed  had  not  been  granted, 
but  a  Bill  of  subordinate  relief  brought 
down  from  the  Lords,  (the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk's Bdl)  had  been  passed.  Upon  this 
double  result,  the  entire  passage  in  tlie 
speech  complained  of  ran  thas;  after 
noticing  the  Sinking  Fond  Bill,  and  the 
East  India  Bill,  it  proceeded  as  follows  : 

''  Bat  these  are  not  the  only  subjecu  to 
which  our  attention  has  been  called. 
Other  momentous  changes  have  been  pro- 
posed for  oor  coDsidei»lioB«     Adhering 
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however  to  those  laws  by  which  the' 
throne,  the  parliament,  and  the  gofero- 
ment  of  this  country  are  made  funda* 
mentally  Protestant,  we  have  not  con* 
sented  to  allow,  that  those  who  acknow* 
ledge  a  foreign  jurisdiction  should  be  wa* 
thorized  to  administer  the  powers  and 
jurisdiction  of  this  realm  ^  willing  as  wo 
are  nevertheless,  and  willing  as  I  trust  wo 
ever  shall  be,  to  allow  the  largest  scope  to 
religious  toleration.'^ 

In  the  first  division  of  this  paragraph^ 
the  fact  is  stated  ;  namely,  that  the  Houso 
did  nai  camau  that  the  Roman  Ca« 
tholics  should  be  authorized  to  administer 
the  powers  and  jurisdictions  of  the  realm  ^ 
— Coukl  less  be  stated  ?  Did  not  the  peti- 
tioners pray  for  this  right?  Was  not  the 
question  put  and  decided  against  it  ?  Foi 
by  all  sides  it  was  agreed  that  the  i^^^t  in 
parliament  constituted  the  chief  object  of 
this  claim,  and  virtually  iocloded  all  ttao 
rest. 

That  a  repeal  of  disqualifications  was 
asked,  and  not  granted,  is  indisputable* 
The  going  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  was  to  consider,  and  not  necessarily 
to  grant.  The  Bill  and  its  second  reading 
implied  an  agreement  to  the  principle  of 
granting  some  relief,  but  did  not  and  could 
not  decide  what  specific  relief;  and  the 
main  enactment  proposed  in  the  com* 
mittee  for  granting  political  power  was 
there  negatived* 

In  this  narrative  of  the  fact,  there  is 
nothinf^  asserted  of  the  Bill  having  been 
rejected  ;  nor  of  any  determination  pro^ 
spectively  not  to  grant  the  same  of  other 
privileges,  if  upon  re-consideration,  or 
at  any  other  time,  and  under  any  change 
of  eircumstaoces^  it  should  be  thought 
exp^edient* 

It  btates  what  the  House  at  that  timo 
did;  it  adhered  to  the  laws  as  they  now 
aref  describing  their  nature.  It  states 
what  the  House  did  not ;  it  did  not  oon* 
sent  to  the  change :  and  it  describes  tha 
Roman  Catholics  by  their  own  charac* 
teristic  distinction ;  namely,  of  persons 
"  acknowledging  a  foreign  jurisdiction.^' 

So  far  as  the  statement  of  the  fact  al* 
ledges  also  the  grounds  and  principles  upon 
which  the  determination  of  thts  House 
rested;  namely,  by  describing  the  laws 
as  they  now  are,  to  be  "  those  by  which 
the  throne,  the  parliament,  and  the  govern^ 
ment  are  made  fundamentally  Protestant  ;'^ 
and  also  by  describing  the  Roman  Catho*. 
lies  to  be  persons  "  acknowledging  n 
foreign  jurisdiction  ;''— -I  conceife  thai  it 
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it  strictly  Within  the  right  and  d&ty  of  the 
teeaker  to  alledge  the  grounds  and  prin- 
ciples upon  which  any  measure  appears  to 
have  been  decided,  subject  of  coarse  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House  ;  it  is  expressly  so 
laid  down  by  that  authority  which  we 
habitually  consider  as  the  best  upon  such 
subject! ;  arid  the  question,  so  far  as  re- 
gsrds  the  Speaker's  conduct  in  that  re- 
spect, will  not  be  upon  the  {ibstract  validity 
or  invalidity  of  the  principles  themselves ; 
but  whether  be  has  fairly  collected,  and 
truly  stated,  those  principles  which  were 
actually  adduced  in  debate,  and  apparently 
relied  upon  by  the  majority  in  support  of 
their  determination. 

-  As  to  the  technical  objection,  thrown 
out  in  the*  preliminary  debates  upon 
Ibis  proceeding,  and  again  revived  by  the 
oobie  lord, — ^That  the  Speaker  can  know 
nothing  of  what  passes  in  a  committee, 
either  as  to  the  proceeding,  or  as  to  the 
reasons  upon  which  the  proceeding  is 
Ibttnded  ; — in  the  first  placCi  it  w  strictly 
his  duty  to  be  there  •*  as  Speaker,^  and  to 
be  conusant  of  all  that  passes,  although  by 
indulgence  his  absence  may  be  excused  ; 
and  it  is  so  much  bis  duty  to  be  presenr, 
that  if  necessary  he  may  (as  has  happened 
in  my  own  time)  upon  nis  own  observation 
of  what  is  passing,  and  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, take  the  chair  •'  as  Speaker*' 
«rithout  the  leave  of  the  House,  to  put  an 
end  to  any  disorder  that  may  arise  in  the 
committee. 

But  beyond  this,  it  is  in  every  parlia- 
nentary  sense,  known  to  the  Speaker, "  as 
luch,''  that  any  Bill  has  been  committed; 
that  the  Bill  has  not  come  out  of  the  com* 
mittee ;  and  in  the  committee  book  he  will 
find  recorded  the  exact  proceeding  upon 
which  the  Bill  came  to  its  end ;  for  the 
committee  books,  made  up,  and  preserved 
hi  due  series,  are  of  the  same  authority,  in 
their  degree  of  importance,  as  the  Journal 
book  iuelf;  and  the  modern  usage  of 
printing  only  the  latter,  does  not  annihi- 
late the  authority  of  the  former. 

Upon  such  a  technical  objection,  cen* 
tradicted  by  theory  and  fact,  1  should  not 
have  expected  that  any  person,  versed  in 
the  forms  of  parliament,  would  have  at- 
tempted to  raise  up  the  pretence  of  an 
argument. 

As  to  the  concluding  part  of  the  para- 
graph now  under  consideration,  stating 
Uie  general  disposition  of  parliament,  "  to 
gnUnt  religious  toleration  ;'*  this  disposi- 
tion  had  been  recently  exemplified  by  that 
#U|er  Bill  opoa  iM  same  subject,  passed 


at  the  close  of  the  same  seuion ;  by  which 
Roman  Catholics  to  whom  the  larger 
reKef  had  not  been  granted,  had  never- 
theless been  placed  upon  a  more  perfect 
footing  of  toleration  than  they  had  be(br« 
enjoyed. 

And  the  subject  of  concession  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  having  been  thus  neces- 
sarily presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
soverergn  by  this  latter  Bill,  the  line  by 
which  parliament  had  limited  the  prori- 
sions  of  this  particular  measure,  was  made 
the  more  clear  and  distinct,  by  previously 
pointing  out  the  larger  extent  to  which  it 
had  not  thought  fit  to  proceed. 

Such  a  statement  of  the  whole  of  these 
proceedings,  and  their  result,  appeared 
also  to  be  more  suftably  addressed  to  ihe 
sovereign,  this  House  having  previously 
informed  him  of  their  resolution  to  enter 
upon  this  subject;  and  his  prerogatives  and 
duties  being  highly  concerned  in  all  mea- 
sures which  regulate  the  qualifications  re- 
quired by  law  jfor  executing  the  political^ 
powers  and  jurisdictions  of  the  realm. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  now  before  th^ 
House,  I  humbly  submit  to  its  considera- 
tion; 

That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com*- 
mous  is  authorized  by  the  usage  of  parlia* 
ment,  on  presenting  Money  Bills  at  the 
close  of  a  session,  to  address  the  sovereign 
upon  the  result  of  any  of  those  proceed- 
ings which  have  principally  employed  the 
attention  of  the  Commons  during  the 
course  of  the  session;  that  the  political 
importance  of  those  proceedings,  and  ihe 
length  of  time  and  attention  which  they 
may  have  occupied,  are  to  be  the  just  cri- 
terion of  his  selection ;  and  that  where 
any  Bill  is  passed,  upon  any  part  of  a  tob- 
ject  in>portant  in  itself,  it  becomes  moro 
especially  his  duty  to  explain  the  whole 
proceedings  belonging  to  it,  in  their  tmo 
extent  and  eiFect. 

Great  names  and  long  experience  have 
sanctioned  these  opinions;  with  these 
guides  and  lights  ittelght  have  been  pre* 
sumed  that  the  path  of  duty  was  plain  and 
safe ;  and  by  showing  that  I  have  coa« 
formed  to  these  authorities,  I  trust  -thai 
enough  has  been  done  to  establish  my 
justificaition* 

Upon  the  noble  lord's  proposition  how^ 
ever,  at  a  prospective  rule,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  sway  the  deliberation  of  the  House,  of 
to  dwell  at  large  upon  the  broad  and  ma- 
nifest distinction  between  the  rules  whidi 
are  necessary  for  protecting  the  freedooi 
of  oar  debates^  during  the  continoance  *oC 
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ft  tetsion,  and  ibote  wbicb  are  to  govern 
the  historical  narrative  of  its  proceedings, 
when  the  seMion  is  come  to  its  end. 

But  nevertheless,  upon  this,  as  upon  all 
other  duties  of  the  Speaker's  office,  if  the 
House,  which  hat  hitherto  forborne  to  give 
him  any  special  directions,  should  under- 
take to  lay  down  new  regulations,  or  give 
a  new  interpretation  to  existing  rules,  pre- 
scribing narrower  limits  to  his  delegated 
authority,  and  abridging  the  discretionary 
power  with  which  He  has  been  hitherto 
intrusted,  ft  will  be  i'or  the  House  to  weigh 
well  tbe  necessity  or  expediency  of  an}' 
such  regulations;  and  if  such  regulations 
fhall  be  established,  it  will  be  for  him  to 
conform  to  any  such  commands  with  the 
most  implicit  obedience. 

For  myself  I  have  only  to  add,  with  my 
iiumble  thanks  to  the  House  for  their  iodui* 
gent  hearing,,  that  in  considering  the  duty 
which  I  had  to  discharge  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  1  saw  the 
proceedings  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims  amongst  the  roost  important  in 
character,  and  the  longest  under  discus* 
tion  ;  1  -conceived  it  therefore  to  be  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  state  the  result;  and  that 
statement  I  made. 

If  in  this  transaction  my  conduct  shall 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  House,  even 
by  any  indirect  or  implied  vote  of  censure, 
I  shall  deeply  indeed  lament  it  as  a  heavy 
misfortune ;  but  I  shall  stand  for  ever 
wholly  acquitted  to  my  own  conscience, 
from  any  intention  to  do  otherwise  than 
execute  with  6rmness  and  fidelity  w hat- 
appeared  to  my  understanding  to  be  a 
duty  which  I  owed  to  the  House,  whose 
servant  I  am,  and  to  the  nation,  whose  re- 
presentatives  we  all  are. 

1  now  deliver  up,  without  fear,  though 
not  without  concern,  the  consideration  of 
mv  conduct,  which  the  noble  lord  has 
thought  £t  to  arraign,  and  upon  which  this 
House  is  substantially  called  upon  to  de- 
clare its  judgment. 

Mr.  WkUbrfd  said*  he  felt  himself  call- 
ed upon*  not  only  to  make  some  observa- 
tions on  the  Address  which  Mr.  Speaker 
had  delivered  at  tbe  bar  of  tbe  House  of 
Lords,  bat  on  certain  expressions  which 
were  contained  in  the  speech  wbicb  the 
House  had  just  beard.  He  (Mr.  Wbit- 
bread)  remained  of  the  same  opinion  now, 
After  be  had  beard  tbe  speech  of  tbe  right 
hoD.  gentleman  (imbued,  as  it  was,  with 
fil  tl^e  learning  be  had  collected  on  the 
•object),  as  he  had  formed  before  it  was 
With  all  the  respect  ha  f^lt  for 


the  right  hon.  gentleman's  functions,  ai 
Speaker — with  all  the  esteem  he  felt  for 
him,  individually,  as  a  man— he  still  re^ 
mained  of  opinion,  that  he  had  no  antho^ 
rity,  indirectly  from  precedent,  nor  di«» 
rectly  from  that  House,  to  make  the  com« 
municaiion  which  (being,  as  be  had  him* 
self  stated,  the  servant  of  that  House)  ha 
had  done  to  tbe  throne,  at  the  close  of  tha 
last  session  of  parliament*— In  thus  acting, 
he  had  transgressed  tbe  bounds  of  hit 
doty;— -and  therefore,  he  must  contend, 
that  the  communication  he  had  thought.flt 
to  make  was  not  authentic.  It  was  need- 
less for  him,  nor  was  that  the  time,  after 
the  number  of  years  during  which  the 
House  had  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hoR.  gentleman  in  the  chair,  to  pay 
him  those  high  compliments  which  were 
due  to  his  abilities,  and  which,  on  other 
occasions,  he  (Mr.  WhitbreadJ  bad  not 
withheld.  His  duty  now  impelled  him  to 
pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct :  he  was 
obliged  to  address  the  riffht  hon.  gentle- 
man  in  other  terms ;— and,  in  doing  so,  ha 
could  only  wish,  that  his  observations  had 
been  directed  to  any  other  person.  Ha 
felt,  as  the  right  hon!  gentleman  seemed  to 
do,  that  some  cause  ot  complaint,  if  not  of 
direct  accusation,  should  have  been  ad- 
vanced against  him  in  the  motion,on  which 
the  House  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  coming  to  a  clear  determination.  But^ 
what  was  matter  of  more  concern, .  ha 
thought  that  that  House,  the  representa* 
lives  of  the  people  of  England,  should 
have  a  charge  before  them,  as  direct  as 
words  could  make  it;  including  every 
one  of  those  particulars,  which,  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  appeared  of  little 
moment,  but  which,  io  him,  seemed  preg* 
nant  with  matter  of  very  great  aggraira- 
tion.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  ai» 
luded,  as  was  anticipated  in  tbe  eloquent* 
manly,  constitutional  speech  of  his  (Mc» 
Whitbread's)  noble  friend,  to  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow.  Frooi  hia 
treasures,  it  appeared,  he  had  made  a  se» 
lection  ;  but  he  was  not  the  only  persMi 
who  had  had  access  to  them*  Mr.  Hat* 
sell  also  had  recourse  to  these  papers; 
and  in  availing  himself  of  Mr.  Speaker 
Onslow's  knowledge,  he  had,  somehow  or 
other,  omitted  that  strange  and  particular 
speech  which  Mr.  Onslow  intended  to 
have  made,  but  never  did  make,  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords.  He  should  like  to 
peruse  that  speech,  which  never  had  seen 
the  light,  which  Mr.  liaise  11  bad  not  used* 
and  which,  as  it  was  stated,  did  not  ap|>ca# 
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to  biai  to  bear'opofi  tbe  case.  In  tUticig 
Iht  reason  why  that  iipeech  was  not  spoken, 
he'lhought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
gohe  toofar.  He  observed,  that  it  MFas 
not  delivered ;  and  then  he  proceeded  to 
tell  the  House  the  reason  why.  But  if  he 
had  intended  to  speak  it»  might  not  bis 
forbearance  have  arisen  from  an  after-con- 
l^ideration,  that  such  a  course  was  entirely 
unconstitutional  ? — As  the  motivea  which 
led  to  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow's  determination 
ivere  thus  unknown,  he  conceived  that  he 
was  justified  in  dismissing  the  precedent. 
He  would  next  notice  the  precedent  from 
the  other  tide  of  the  water — from  the 
Irish  Honse  of  Commons.— Now,  the 
apeech  delivered  by  Mr.  Speaker  Foster, 
whom  he  was  happy  to  see  in  his  place. 
Was  not  at  all  analogous  to  that  deli- 
vered by  the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  who 
had  informed  the  Prince  Regent,  tiien 
•apporting  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  had  entertained 
certain  measures,  which  were  defeated— 
io^  be  stated  the  reason  which  occasioned 
th^t  defeat.-^Now,  in  the  first  place,  did 
Mr.  Speaker  Onslow,  at  any  time,  give 
>Qch  aq  intimation  to  the  crown  ?  Even 
in  that  speech,  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  observed  he  had  taken  so  wide 
)l  scope,  and  travelled  so  far,  by  land  and 
Sea,  on  the  affairs  of  Europe,  in  1745,  did 
he  not  conclude,  by  observing  that  these 
Were  the  inducements  which  led  to  the 

Eassing  of  the  Bills  then  presented  by 
imi  in  one  instance,  indeed,  bis  conduct 
was  somewhat  different — that  was,  where 
hje  spoke  of  an  investigation  into  the  situa- 
tion of  certain  pIBcers,  which  terminated 
in  an  Address.  As  to  the  second  prece- 
llent,  it  was  still  less  to  the  point  Mr. 
tSpeaker  Foster,  in  the  Irish  House  of  Com* 
Ynons,  according  to  the  opinions  be  was 
well  known  to  entertain  on  the  subject  of 
jCatholic  emancipation,  stated  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  the  wealth, 
improvement,  agriculture,  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  kingdom,  depended  on  pre» 
sehrtng  the  Protestant  ascendancy  in  Ire- 
land, But  be  did  not  tell  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, exercising  the  authority  of  the 
crown  in  that  country,  that  certain  mea- 
sures bad  been  proposed  in  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons — that  they  were  defeated, 
aqd  the  reasons  which  occasioned  that  de* 
feat.  He  would  recommend  to  any  gen- 
tleman, with  whom  that  authority,  as 
quoted,  was  likely  to  have  the  smallest 
weight,  to  read  the  short  speech  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Foster;   and,  if  he  toald  point 
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out  any  single  word  which  cohveyed  in«< 
formation  similar  to  that  given  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he 
would  willingly  acknowledge  that  he  was 
in  error.  Some  of  bis  hon.  friends  had 
suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  having 
that  speech  read  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  as  it  would  place 
the  subject  in  a  much  clearer  point  of 
view  ;  and,  although  he  did  not  intend 
originally  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
by  such  a  proceeding,  yet  be  now  con- 
ceived it  proper  to  accede  to  their  wishes. 

pThe  Speech  was  here  read  ;  which, 
after  adverting  to  the  spirited  endeavours 
made  by  parliament  to  prevent  the  in- 
crease of  the  national  debt,  proceeded  to 
notice  the  degree  of  prosperity  and  wealthy 
never  before  experienced,  which  the  na- 
tion then  enjoyed  ;  but  which  would  soon 
cease,  if  not  cherished  and  ipaintained  by 
that  admirable  constitution,  which  protect- 
ed the  liberty  and  property  of  every  class 
of  society.  The  preservation  of  that  con* 
stitution  was  always  the  great  object  of 
their  care ;  and  nothing  was  so  essential 
to  its  preservation,  as  the  support  of  that 
Protestant  ascendancy,  by  which  the 
crown  of  these  realms  was  conferred  oi| 
the  House  of  Brunswick.} 

Mr.  Whitbread  proceeded  to  say,  that 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Foster  having  been 
read,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  he 
called  upon  any  gentleman  who  then 
beard  him,  to  shew  any  part  of  it  by 
which  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  could  be  justified.  All  that  Mr^ 
Foster  said,  was,  that  the  only  means  of 
preserving  the  blessings  which  the  coun- 
try enjoyed  was,  to  maintain  the  Protes* 
tant  ascendancy  inviolate.  He  did  not 
Inform  the  lord  lieutenant,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  informed  the  throne, 
that  the  state  had  been  endangered  by 
certain  measures,  which  were  intended  to 
give  the  Roman  Catholics  the  right  to  sit 
in  parliament;  but  which  had  been  de- 
feated by  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
thought  it  inexpedient  to  alter  the  Protest 
tant  constitution  of  the  empire.^  There 
was  not  one  point  of  ground,  in  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Foster's  speech,  on  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  conduct  could 
stand.  There  was  another  point,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  treated  with 
much  levity  in  bis  speech  delivered  that 
night,  but  which  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  of  so  much  importance,  that 
it  formed  part  of  the  amendment  which 
ho  intended  to  propose  to  the  motion  of 
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in  support  of  this  argomcnt  ?  Or  was  lord 
Grenvilie  to  blame,  because  in  an  import- 
ant and  momentous  question  before  a 
committee,  at  the  time  he  was  Speaker, 
he  had  risen  and  taken  part  in  the  debate? 
[Hear,  hear,  from  Mr.  Whitbread.]— Be- 
sides, whether  the  Speaker  were  supposed 
to  be  present  or  not,  the  proceedings  of  a 
rommittee  were  regularly  inserted  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  the  Speaker 
could  not  possibly  remain  ignorant  of  the 
contents  of  those  official  records  of  which 
he  bad  the  chief  jurisdiction.  Again,  it 
was  insinuated,  that  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Onslow,  which  had  been  intended  to  be 
spoken,  and  was  not  spoken,  had  been 
emitted,  because,  on  reflection,  he  had 
discovered  its  impropriety.  But  suppose 
(which  was  the  fact)  that  this  speer h  bad 
been  found  with  an  indorsement  in  the 
same  hand  un  the  back,  "  Not  delivered 
because  the  king  was  not  present,"  would 
not  this  be  as  good  authority  for  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Onslow  on  the  subject,  as 
if  it  had  been  actually  delivered?  He 
(Mr.  Bankes)  could  not  think  that  any 
thing  had  been  advanced  to  justify  either 
^he  censure  proposed  in  Mr.  Whitbread's 
amendment,  or  the  original  motion  of  the 
DOble  lord.  It  was  incumbent  on  those 
who  wished  to  introduce  a  novelty  of  such 
i  nature  as  was  implied  .in*  the  proposed 
restriction  of  the  discretionary  power  of 
the  Speaker  on  these  occasions,  to  shew 
some  great  inconvenience  which  had 
arisen,  or  was  likely  to  arise,  from  the 
abuse  of  it.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  ap- 
peared. It  was  pretended,  that  the  tole- 
ration of  ihis  practice  might  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  debate.  But  there  was  an 
important  distinction  which  gentlemen  did 
not  attend  to,  between  business  pending 
before  the  House,  and  business  finiihed,  as 
it  always  must  be  at  the  end  of  a  session. 
The  address  delivered  by  the  Speaker  to 
the  sovereign  could  not  therefore  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  discussion,  as,  by  the 
supposition,  all  discussion  must  be  at  an 
end.  The  general  question  was  simply 
ihis.  Whether  gentlemen  would  argue,  that 
no  negatived  motion  could  ever  be  made  a 
aobject  of  allusion  in  the  speech  to  the 
throne.  But  would  anyone  lay,  that  if  the 
East  India  Bill,  which  bad  occupied  to 
mnch  of  their  attention  last  year,  nad  not 
been  completed,  it  would  hate  been  im- 
proper to  make  any  communication  on 
that  important  subject  to  the  throne  ?  The 
hen.  member  concluded  with  saying,  that, 
Wtieo  both  the  motioa  and  amendment 


wer«  drspoaed  of,  he  thoo|tht  the  Hoos« 
should  come  to  some  ((p^iiic  statement  oft 
the  subject;  and  he  read  a  Resolutionr 
which  he  had  drawn  up  on  the  occasion : 

''That  it  has  been  customary  for  th# 
Speaker  of  this  House,  on  presenliog  tbr 
Bills  of  Supply  at  the  close  of  a  seaaioa: 
(the  King  being  present  on  the  throne)9to 
make  a  speech  at  the  bar  of  the  Houae  of 
Lords,  recapitulating  the  principal  objecta 
which  have  employed  the  attention  of  the 
Commons  during  their  sitting,  without  re* 
ceiving  any  ii^structions  from  tlie  House  at 
to  the  particular  topics,  or  in  wbalmamier 
he  should  express  himself;  and  that  no^ 
thing  has  occurred  which  calls  for  any  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  this  House  for  the 
regulation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker, 
either  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  or 
elsewhere.*' 

Mr.  C  (F.  Wytm  said,  it  would  have 
been  more  pleasant  to  his  feelings,  could 
he  have  reconciled  it  to  his  public  duty, 
to  have  remained  silent ;  but  when  he  wii-' 
nessed  such  a  question,  when  he  saw  a 
rule  about  to  be  laid  down  for  the  guid* 
ance  of  future  Speakers,  he  felt  it  to  be  hia 
duty  to  give  his  opinion.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  by  the  last  speaker  to  jus- 
tify the  whole  of  the  Speech  which  gave 
rise  to  the  proceeding  in  debate;  and 
that  hon.  gentleman  had  slipped  in  a  word 
as  of  the  greatest  importance — '*  at  the' 
close  of  a  session/'  He  should  be  glad 
to  be  informed  how  the  Speaker  could 
know  that  it  would  be  the  close  of  the 
session.  A  speech  might  be  addressed  to 
the  throne  at  any  time  when  the  House  of 
Commons  should  be  called  to  attend  it; 
and  therefore  it  might  have  happened, 
that  the  obserrations  which  were  made 
might  have  occurred  at  any  other  period 
of  the  session.  It  had  undoubtedly  been 
the  custom  from  time  immemorial  to  ad- 
dress the  crown  on  presenting  any  Bills 
of  subsidy,  but  never  on  any  other  Bills* 
It  was  true  that  on  some  occasion* 
Speakers  had  entered  into  a  wide  field  of 
observation,  and  launched  into  a  descrip% 
tion  of  foreign  and  domestic  policy ;  but 
no  opinion  had  ever  been  given  as  to 
those  Acta  which  had  passed  the  House, 
far  less  on  those  which  had  remained  iih 
complete.  It  was  well  known,  that  one 
House  of  Parliament  had  never  been  made 
the  seat  of  record  for  the  other ;  and  no 
information  of  their  proceedings  waf 
therefore  to  be  given,  untefs  it  were  inch 
as  should  be  indispensably  and  abaolotely 
necessary  to  be  giveo,  io  demanding  4h# 
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the  anitwer  of  Bir.  Speaker  LeniliaU  was  to 
be  found,  who,  when  king  Charles  de- 
aanded  the  fire  obnoxious  members, 
-answered,  "  I  have  neither  eyes  to  see, 
«ars  to  bear,  nor  tongue  to  speak,  but  as 
^he  House  directs.''  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's conduct  had  been  very  different — 
it  differed  essentially  from  that  which 
should  be  the  conduct  of  every  Speaker. 
He  had  used  his  ears  to  hear,  and  his  eyes 
to  see,  as  a  private  member  of  parliament; 
and  used  his  tongue,  as  Speaker,  to  give 
utterance  to  that  which,  he  had  no  right 
to  state*  (Hear,  bear,  hear !)  This  was  the 
view  he  had  taken  of  that  part  of  the  right 
bon.  gentleman's  speech.  If  he  applied 
himself  to  the  other  topics  contained  in  it, 
be  might  join  his  noble  friend  in  praising 
the  eloquence  with  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  descanted  on  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  our  army,  which  had  so 
frequently  demanded  the  thanks  of  the 
House—those  recorded  congratulations 
galled  forth  by  great  events— -and  now 
happily  terminated  by  the  glory  of  the 
allied  aribs,  and  by  the  more  transcendant 
glory  of  moderation.  Here  he  was  willing 
to  give  every  praise,  that  nervous  elo- 
quence, employed  on  a  subject  most  grate* 
nil  to  all  their  hearts,  so  well  deserved— 
ke  might  even  overlook  the  observations 
on  the  new  financial  arrangements,  which, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think, 
would  N  produce  effects  even  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  of  any  other  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers.  (A  laugh.)  But,  when  he 
considered  that  part  of  the  speech  which 
bad  occasioned  the  present  discussion,  he 
fpund  what  he  never  could  conceive  to  be 
any  thing  but  a  direct  violation  of  duty, 
aniJ  which,  therefore,  deserved  the  severest 
censure.  As  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  expressed  some  dissatisfaction,  be- 
cause a  direct  resolution  was  not  moved  on 
the  present  occasion,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
would  now  submit  one,  as  an  Amendment, 
which,  he  believed,  was  couched  in  terms 
•officieiuly  direct.     He  then  moved— 

''That  all  the  words  after  the  word 
^  That'  be  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing,  *'  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
Mr.  Speaker  did,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
aeision  of  parliament,  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  communicate  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  certain  pro- 
Cjeedings  of  this  House,  had  in  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  relative  to  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  which 
'not  termioite  in  any  ^ct  done  by  this 


House;  and  did  at  the  same  time  inform 
his  Royal  Highness  of  the  motiv.es  and 
reasons  which  he,  Mr.  Speaker,  assumed  to 
have  influenced  the  members  of  the  Houstf 
voting  in  committee,  in  their  determina- 
tion thereupon ;  and  thai  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  this  speech  so  addressed  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  was  guilty  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  of 
which  he  is  chosen  guardian  and  pro* 
tector." 

Mr.  Creevcy  seconded  Mr.  Whitbread 's 
Amendment. 

Mr.  Banka  lamented,  that  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had  not 
scrupled  to  charge  the  Speaker,  in  distinct 
language,  with  a  gross  violation  of  bis 
duty  and  of  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
in  consequence  of  a  line  of  proceeding 
which  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Bankes)  per* 
fectly  consistent  with  the  established 
usages  of  parliament.  The  ground  laid 
for  this  charge  was,  that  the  proceedings 
on  the  Catholic  question,  to  which  the 
Speaker  in  his  address  to  the  throne  had 
tlluded,  had  not  produced  any  positive 
result.  But  he  conceived,  that  all  those 
questions  on  which  the  House  had  em* 
ployed  much  of  their  time  and  attention, 
whether  relating  to  matters  of  a  foreign  or 
domestic  nature— to  business  begun  or 
concluded,  were  proper  topics  for  the 
Speaker  to  enlarge  upon  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  session.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Hatsell,  than  whom  a  higher  au- 
thority could^not  be  referred  to;  and  in 
looking  over  the  different  facts  and  cases 
with  what  attention  he  was  able  to  bet 
stow  upon  them,  he  had  found  him  strictly 
borne  out  in  this  conclusion. .  It  had  in- 
deed been  stated,  that  there  was  no  dis- 
tinct instance  of  a  rejected  proposition 
having  been  introduced  as  a  subject  of 
comment  in  any  such  address  to  the 
throne.  But  more  than  this  had  been 
proved.  Instances  of  still  greater  latitude 
had  been  brought  forward,  in  which  a  re- 
ference had  been  made  to  measures  not 
even  besua  upon,  but  merely  in  futara 
contemplation.  An  objection  on  which 
much  stress  had  been  laid  wasi  that  the 
Speaker  was  not  bound  to  appear  in  a 
committee ;— but  be  was  not  excluded 
from  being  present ;  and  if  so,  was  he» 
as  soon  as  it  was  over,  and  he  resumed  th# 
chair,  to  shtit  up  his  understanding  to  all 
that  bad  passed,  and  \o  become  suddenly 
blind  and  deaf?  Was  there  any  precedent 
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in  ftbpport  of  this  argament  ?  Or  was  lord 
Grenville  to  blame,  because  in  an  import- 
ant and  momentous  question  before  a 
committee,  at  the  time  he  was  Speaker, 
he  had  risen  and  taken  part  in  the  debate? 
[Hear,  hear,  from  Mr.  Whitbread.]— Be- 
sides, whether  the  Speaker  were  supposed 
to  be  present  or  not,  the  proceedings  of  a 
committee  were  regularly  inserted  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  the  Speaker 
could  not  possibly  remain  ignorant  of  the 
contents  of  those  official  records  of  which 
he  bad  the  chief  jurisdiction.  Again,  it 
was  insinuated,  that  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Onslow,  which  had  been  intended  to  be 
spoken,  and  was  not  spoken,  bad  been 
emitted,  because,  on  reflection,  he  had 
discovered  its  impropriety.  But  suppose 
(which  was  the  fact)  that  this  speech  bad 
been  found  with  an  indorsement  in  the 
same  hand  un  the  back,  "  Not  delivered 
because  the  king  was  liot  present,'^  would 
not  this  be  as  good  authority  for  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Onslow  on  the  subject,  as 
if  it  had  been  actually  delivered?  He 
(Mr.  Bankes)  could  not  think  that  any 
thing  had  been  advanced  to  justify  either 
^he  censure  proposed  in  Mr.  Whitbread'a 
amendment,  or  the  original  motion  of  the 
DOble  lord.  It  was  incumbent  on  those 
who  wished  to  introduce  a  novelty  of  such 
i  nature  as  was  implied  .in*  the  proposed 
restriction  of  the  discretionary  power  of 
the  Speaker  on  these  occasions,  to  shew 
some  great  inconvenience  which  had 
arisen,  or  was  likely  to  arise,  from  the 
abuse  of  it.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  ap- 
peared. It  was  pretended,  that  the  tole* 
ration  of  this  practice  might  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  debate.  But  there  was  an 
important  distinction  which  gentlemen  did 
not  attend  to,  between  business  pending 
before  the  House,  and  business  finished,  as 
it  always  must  be  at  the  end  of  a  session. 
The  address  delivered  by  the  Speaker  to 
the  sovereign  could  not  therefore  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  discussion,  as,  by  the 
supposition,  all  discussion  must  be  at  an 
end.  The  general  question  was  simply 
ibis.  Whether  gentlemen  would  argue,  that 
no  negatived  motion  could  ever  be  made  a 
aubject  of  alloiion  in  the  speech  to  the 
throne.  But  would  anyone  say,  that  if  the 
East  India  Bill,  which  bad  occupied  to 
mnch  of  their  attention  last  year,  nad  not 
been  completed,  it  would  hate  been  im- 
proper to  make  any  communication  on 
that  important  subject  to  the  throne  ?  The 
hon.  member  concluded  with  saying,  that, 
Wtiea  both  the  motioa  and  amendment 


were  dtspoeed  of,  be  thoo|tht  i\m  House 
should  come  to  some  (tp^ific  statement  oft 
the  subject;  and  be  read  a  Resolutionr 
which  he  had  drawn  up  on  the  occasion: 

''That  it  has  been  customary  for  th* 
Speaker  of  this  House,  on  presentiog  thr 
Bills  of  Supply  at  the  close  of  a  seetioit 
(the  King  being  present  on  the  throne),  to 
make  a  speech  at  the  bar  of  the  Hooae  of 
Lords,  recapitulating  the  principal  objecta 
which  have  employed  the  attention  of  the 
Commons  during  their  sitting,  without  re- 
ceiving any  ii^structions  from  tlie  House  aa 
to  the  particular  topics,  or  in  what  manner 
he  should  express  himself;  and  that  no^ 
thing  has  occurred  which  calls  for  any  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  this  House  for  the 
regulation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker, 
either  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  or 
elsewhere.*' 

Mr.  C.  IV*  Wyim  said,  it  would  have 
been  more  pleasant  to  his  feelings,  could 
he  have  reconciled  it  to  his  public  duty, 
to  have  remained  silent ;  but  when  he  wii-' 
nessed  such  a  question,  when  he  saw  a 
rule  about  to  be  laid  down  for  the  guid- 
ance of  future  Speakers,  he  felt  it  to  be  hia 
duty  to  give  his  opinion.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  by  the  last  speaker  to  jua- 
ttfy  the  whole  of  the  Speech  which  gave 
rise  to  the  proceeding  in  debate;  and 
that  hon.  gentleman  had  slipped  in  a  word 
as  of  the  greatest  importance — <*  at  the' 
clo9e  of  a  session. '*  He  should  be  glad 
to  be  informed  how  the  Speaker  could 
know  that  it  would  be  the  close  of  the 
session.  A  speech  might  be  addressed  to 
the  throne  at  any  time  when  the  House  of 
Commons  should  be  called  to  attend  it; 
and  therefore  it  might  have  happened, 
that  the  observations  which  were  made 
might  have  occurred  at  any  other  period 
of  the  session.  It  bad  undoubtedly  been 
the  custom  from  time  immemorial  to  ad- 
dress the  crown  on  presenting  any  Bills 
of  subsidy,  but  never  on  any  other  Bills* 
It  was  true  that  on  some  occasion* 
Speakers  had  entered  into  a  wide  field  of 
observation,  and  launched  into  a  descrip% 
tion  of  foreign  and  domestic  policy  ;  but 
no  opinion  had  ever  been  given  as  to 
those  Acts  which  had  passed  the  House, 
far  less  on  those  which  had  remained  id^ 
complete.  It  was  well  known,  that  one 
House  of  Parliament  had  never  been  made 
the  seat  of  record  for  the  other ;  and  no 
information  of  their  proceedings  wag 
therefore  to  be  given,  unless  it  were  such 
as  should  be  indispensably  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  given,  in  demanding  4h# 
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toyal  assent  t«  «  Bill  of  subsidy.  Th« 
hon.  gentleman  C^Unded,  that  the  speech 
of  the  Speaker  wai  calculated  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  addresses,  it  had  never 
Veen  the  custom  to  allude  to  Bills  which 
were  lofcomplet^  ;  and  such  a  practice  was 
noaiiihoriaed  by  any  precedent,  ,  In  the 
speeches  of  Mr«  Speaker  Onslow,  or  in- 
ieed.of  any  other  Speaker,  no  similar  fact 
was  to  be  found.  Much  had  been  said  of 
Hatsell's  Precedents,  and  the  aotliorities 
cpDtained  in  it  had  been  dwelt  on  with 
greai  confidence;  but  it  should  be  re- 
membertd  that  it  was  not  a  book  that 
conld  be  relied  on  as  a  great  constitutional 
authority  ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  a  work  that 
would  be  foundy  by  those  who  examined 
\U  to  be  very  incomplete.  In  former 
timest  several  members  had  been  com* 
mitted  to  the  Tower  for  informing  the 
king  of  what  bad  been  done  by  other 
members  in  that  House,  even  after  the 
session  had  closed;  and,  indeed,  Bills 
might  go  over  from  session  to  session,  as 
was  the  case  when  they  were  left  in  com- 
mittees, and  taken  up  in  tliat  stage  « 
second  time.  The  Bill  to  which  the 
Speaker  had  alluded  had  not  been  negar 
lived;  but  those  who  were  favourable  to 
tt  had,  in  committee,  moved  the  chairman 
oikt  of  the  chair ;  and  therefore  the  pro- 
bability  was,  that  the  Bill  would  be  re- 
produced. He  had  not  anticipated  that 
the  distinction  between  that  knowledge 
acquired  by  the  Speaker  in  his  public 
quality,  and  that  which  he  had  obtained 
in  a  private  manner,  would  have  been 
treated  with  so  much  levity.  He  vras  sure 
the  distinction  was  an  important  one,  and 
such  as  ought  to  have  been  attended  to. 
If  the  Speaker  was  at  liberty  to  speak  of 
those  pleasures  which  were  not  completed, 
the  crown  would  be  at  liberty  to  remark 
on  them— if  the  crown  was  enabled  to  an- 
swer to  the  statement  of  the  Speaker,  it 
might  dwell  on  those  imperfect  measores, 
and  of  course  censure  them  as  mueh  as  it 
pleased  ;  the  House  would  see  the  incon- 
venience to  which  this  woold  lead.  The 
boo.  gentleman  then  passed  an  eulogy  on 
the  character  of  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  said, 
although  the. speech  delivered  by  him  was 
highly  reprehensible,  the  error  was  one-  of 
miaconception,  rathef  than  of  corrupt  or 
interested  motives ;  and  therefore,  though 
bh  was  prepared  to  go  the  length  of  the 
•riginai  proposition,  he  could  not  vote  for 
Ihe  aMeiMment  which  had  been  proposed, 
llr.  .jRoiS  said,  neither  the  manner  nor 
lantter  of  the  original  proposition  was  no- 


fitting  to  the  character  of  the  no*hle  mover, 
who  appeared  to  have  been  actuated  by  8 
sense  of  public  duty,  and,  indeed,  nothing 
like  nnkindness  had  ever  been  manifested 
by  him.  He  could  not  but  think  the  sub- 
ject of  considerable  importance ;  nor 
could  he  refrain,  notwithstanding  what 
had  fallen  from  so  many  able  characters^ 
from  offering  his  humble  opinion  upon  it. 
That  the  noble  nsover  had  aUo  thought  the 
topic  to  be  one  of  great  magnitude,  was 
evident,  from  the  early  period  of  the 
sessional  which  he  bad  given  notice  of  biff 
motion.  It  was,  indeed,  rather  'unfortu- 
nate, that  the  discission  had  not  come  on 
u  an  earlier  period  ;  but  the  House  bad 
been  so  unusually  thin  ever  since  the 
notice  had  been  given,  that  justice  could 
only  be  done  to  the  topic  by  the  call 
which  had  now  taken  place.  For  himself, 
be  bad  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that 
what  the  Speaker  had  said,  appeared 
strictly  conformable  to  the  usages  and 
custons  of  that  House  in  all  periods.  If 
Mr.  HatselPs  entries  and  statements  could 
be  supposed  to  be  precedents,  as  they 
cannot  be  denied  to  be,  the  House  might 
safely  rely  on  ihem«  The  learned  Speaker 
had  alluded  to  measures  which  had  been 
pending  in  that  House;  be  would  nbt 
undertake  to  say  that  he  had  spoken  on 
measures  which  had  been  decided  on,  nor 
would  he  enter  on  a  discussion  whether  it 
would  not  have  been-  more  safe  to  allude 
to  the  latter  than  to  the  former.  Bui 
would  any  body  say,  that  it  was  not  noto- 
rious and  certain,  that  when  the  Speaker 
^oes  tip  to  the  House  of  Lords,  the  session 
18  at  an  end  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  referred  to  the  occurrences  of  \69i 
and  1662«  when  the  Speaker  spoke  on 
the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  non-con^ 
formists,  to  show,  that  Bills  which  could 
not  be  got  thraugh  in  the  session  were 
spoken  of  to  the  throne,  although  suf- 
fered to  rest  till  the  next  session;  and  he 
should  wish  to  ask,  whether  more  danger 
was  not  to  be  apprehended  to  the  crown, 
from  tellinff  of  Bills  of  thai  sort  which 
were  depending^  than  of  those  which  had 
gone  by }  If  he  were  to  state  to  the  House 
the  niHnber  of  speeches  made  by  difterent- 
Speakers  at  the  times  in  question,  he  should 
tire  their  patience ;  but  he  knew  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  whereon  the  Speaker  could 
hate  had  no  pos«ble  authority  for  speak* 
ing.  Gentlemen  might  argue,  that  the 
Speaker  had  no  right  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments oo-  snch  occasions;  but  if  the 
House  were  te  come  to  a  reselution  of  that 
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sort,  his  duty  would  be  narrowed  beyond 
any  principle  of  right  or  justice.     Among 
the  precedents  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
were  those  of  1720  and   1721,  when  the 
House  was  occupied  with  the  South  Sea 
scheme.    When  the  parliament  met  in 
1721,  the  Speaker  made  a  variety  of  ob- 
aervations  at  the  bar  of  the  upper  House, 
on  a  subject  which  filled  every  mind ;    he 
had  no  authority  for  whu  he  said,  and  it 
turned  out  that  he  was  extremely  wrong 
in  his  surmises ;    but  his  conduct  was  not 
called  in  question.     Would  any  gentle- 
man  say,    that  it  was  imprudent  in  a 
Speaker  to  inform  himself  of  what  is  going 
on  in  the  House  ?    Is  not  the  minute-book 
in  his  possession  for  this  very  purpose  ? 
Certainly  this  is  the  use  he  might  be  ex- 
pected to  make  of  it  ?    He  (Mr.  Rose) 
could  see  no  analogy  whatever  between 
Mr.  Pitt,  in   1757,  taking  notice  of  what 
was  passing  at  the  .very  lime  he  spoke, 
and  the  present  Speaker  merely  adverting 
to  what  had  gone  by.     On  the  whole,  it 
appeared  to  him,  that  in  what  had  been 
done  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  the 
chair  was  implied  no  deficiency  of  de- 
ference to  the  House,  nor  was  it  otherwise 
than  strictly  conformable  to  his  duties  in 
parliament.     He  trusted  that  it  had  been 
made  clearly  to  appear,  that  the  usage  was 
established ;  and  if  so,  nothing  could  be 
more  unnecessary  than  a  vote  of  censure. 
Mr.  F.  Douglas  rose,  but  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  hear    him,    except  at  intervals.     He 
began  by  stating,  that  be  differed  from 
the  view  of  the  present  question  as  taken 
by  the  noble   lord»  and  considered  the 
Speaker  to  have  acted  in  conformity  not 
only  with  precedent,   but   the  usages  of 
parliament.    The  beaten  track  of  prece- 
dent Ke  would   not  pursue;    but,   in   his 
humble  opinion,  the  strongest  precedent 
that   had  been  quoted,  w^is  that  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Onslow- in  1745;  for  if  ever  there 
was  an  occasion  in  which  the  sentiments  of 
the  House  must  be  maitf  rof  conjecture,  that 
certainly  was  one.     With  regard  to  what 
the  Speaker  himself  had  delivered  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  last  session,  it 
would  surely  btt  allowed,  that  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics  had  been  rejected  from  an 
adherence  to  those  laws  which  made  the 
crown,  (he  government,  and  the  parlia- 
ment,    fundamentally     Protestant;     and 
therefore  the  sentence  was  historically  cor- 
rect.    The  question  was  one  of  great  so- 
lemnity, for  it  involved  the  dignity  of  the 
House  itself.    IF  the  vote  of  ctmure  pro* 
(  VOL.  XXVIL )  • 


posed  by  |o  hon.  niemb^r  passed,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  the  Speaker  would 
retain  that  hieh  office  which  he  now  exer- 
cised so  benencially  for  the  House  and  for 
the  country  ;  they  «^ere  to  consider,  ttvere- 
fore,  whether  they  would  run  the  risk  of 
losing  ff  person  whose  services  were  90 
eminently  valuable.  If  he  had  even  com- 
mitted an  error  in  this  single  instance, 
still  they  were  not  to  forget  how  often  hia 
judgment  had  been  advantageously  exer- 
cis^  in  behalf  of  the  House  ;  if  he  had 
acted  from  any  undue  bias,  Atill  they 
should  consider  how  often  he  had  «;on- 
ducted  hHnself  with  the  highest,  with 
the  most  unimpeachable  integrity. — The 
single  instance  in  whtch  any  direct  cen- 
sure of  the  House  had  been  passed  'upon 
its  Speaker,  was  one  of  Notorious  profli- 
gacy ;  that  of  accepting  a  bribe,  be  be- 
lieved ;  and  be  hoped  they  would  not  now 
aflbrd  an  occasion  for  posterity  to  blend 
two  such  circumstances  together,  and  let 
it  stand  recorded,  that  the  only  cases  in 
which  they  had  censured  their  Speakers, 
were,  in  the  one  instance,  upon  a  man  of 
determined  profligacy ;  and  in  the  other, 
upon  an  individual  of  unblemished  honour, 
and  incorruptible  integrity. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  and  Mr.  Rose  se- 
verally explained. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  in  the  consi* 
deration  of  the  question  before  the  House, 
the  principal  object  in  view  was,  to  guard 
the  future  deliberations  of  the  House  from 
the  exercise  of  an  influence  on  the  part 
of  the  crown  greater  than  it  ought  to 
have,  consistent  with  the  constitution  of 
the  country.  It  seemed  to  be  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Speaker  at  the  conclusion  of  ,the  last 
sessions,  was  without  precedent,  either  on 
the  Journals  of  that  or  the  other  House  of 
Parliament;  although  it  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  urged,  that  a  precedent 
was  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons. 
Fie  denied  that  the  line  adopted  by  Mr. 
Foster  bore  out  the  inference  which  mem- 
bers had  endeavoured  to  draw  from  it 
that  night — for  upon  coupling  the  terms 
of  that  gentleman's  speech  delivered  to 
the  throne,  with  the  events  which  follow- 
ed in  the  ensuing  sessions,  it  would  be 
seen,  that  the  House  did  not  go  along  with 
him  in  the  sentiments' which  he  uttered, 
but  brought  in  a  Bill  for  giving  the  elec- 
tive franchise  to  those  very  persons  from 
whom,  he  congratulated  the  crown,  that 
it  had  been  withheld  ;  so  that,  in  fact,  th« 
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whole'  transaction  in  the  Irish  parliament 
Went  rather  to  contraTene  ihln  confirm 
the  right  of  the  Speaker  to  coromoiiicate 
circumstances  which  had  occurred  in  (he 
House  of  Commons,  but  which  hid  not 
received  the  sanction  of  a  Bill.     The  pre* 
cedents  which  had  been  quoted  by  the 
light  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  George  Rose), 
had  been  principally  drawn  from  sir  £d- 
ivard  Turner ;  but  whoever  looked  to  that 
time»    during    which  the  speeches    that 
were  delivered  were  filled  with  the  most 
fulsome  adulation,  would  not  be  disposed 
to  ^ke  such  a  period  as  a  precedent  for 
their  present  proceedings.     If  tite  exercise 
of  such  a  privilege  as  had  been  assumed 
by  the  Speaker  oo  a  late  occasion  were 
allowed  to  pass  with  impunity,  it  would 
require  only  one  step  more,  and  he  might 
inform  the  crown  which  side  of  the  House 
was  most  active,  or  what  individuals  most 
exerted  themselves  in  opposing  some  fa- 
vourite scheme  of  administration,  and  who 
might  thus  be  marked  out  as  objects  of 
disapprobation  by  the  crowo.     The  pre- 
cedent thus  established,  the  name  of  the 
sovereign  would  next,  by  an  easy  transit 
tion,  be  iptroduced,  to  overawe  their  de- 
bates, and  impede  that  coastitutional  free- 
dom of  discussion  which  was  among  their 
most  valuable  privileges.     (Cries  of  Or- 
der!)*—He  thought  that  those  gentlemen 
who  cried  *  Order'  with  such  vociferation, 
would  best  consult  order  by  preventing 
the  executive  government  from  comine  in 
contact  with  that  House,   except    when 
called  upon  to  give  its  assent  or  negative 
to  any  question  which  might  be  submitted 
to  it  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 
To  that  limit  had  the  constitution  confined 
the  executive   power,   and  he   hoped  it 
would  never  be  otherwise  applied.     Upon 
the  whole,  he  saw  no  advantage  from  the 
exercise  of  the  privilege  at  present  vested 
iu  the  Speaker ;  and  considered  that  the 
courser  which  he  bad  followed,  and  which 
had  been  the  subject  of  very  proper  ani- 
madversion that  night,  if  again  adopted, 
could  be  productive  of  no  essential  good, 
but  might  be   attended   with  the  worst 
consequences  to  the  interests  of  the  state. 
Mr.  J,  P,  Gram  expressed  bis  regret, 
that,  having  seldom  the  honour  to  address 
the  House,  it  should  now  be  his  painful 
ta^k  to  do  so,  by  stating  to  the  Speaker, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  he  bad  failed  in  a  very 
e^tientul  part  of  his  duty.     If  he  was  sur- 
pi  ised  at  the  speech  delivered  at  the  bar 
«*i'  the  Hou4e  of  Lords  on  the  prorogation 
of  parliament  lutsessioni  he  freely  con- 


fessed be  was  much  more  surprised  at  th« 
manner     in    which    the     Speaker    and 
thoite  who  had  espoused  his  cause,  iiad  at- 
tempted to  justify  and  explain  it«    The 
question  was,  in  itself,  perfectly  simple. 
There  existed  no  direct   precedent  ana- 
logous to  it,  because,  indeed,  the  prescgtA 
Speaker  was  the  first  who  had  ever  thought 
it  his  duty  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  throne 
what  he  had  notj^en  instructed  to  do  by 
the  deliberate  and  solemn  sanction  of  the 
House.     There   were    two  privileges  of 
tkat  House  which  he  held  to  be  of  para- 
mount importance  to  its  vital  interests; 
one,  that  the  crown  should  not  interfere, 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  measures 
that  were  in  progress    through  it ;    the 
other,  that  it  should  express  no  censure  or 
disapprobation  of  such   measures  as  had 
been  concluded.     For  himself,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that   he  considered 
the  latter  privilege  as  the  more  valuable 
of  the  two ;  because  the  crown,  by  taking 
notice  of,    or  animadverting  upon  what 
any  member,  or  any  number  of  members, 
said,  might  intimidate  others  from  pursu- 
ing the  strict  line  of  their  duty.    A  single 
reflection    would     illustrate    this   point. 
When  a  measure  had  passed  the  House,  it 
becaVne  the  act  of  the  House ;  but  whea 
it  failed,  it  continued  to  be  the  member's; 
and,  unbacked  by  the  House,  be  ought 
not  to  be  left»  unconstitutionally  lefl,  to 
the    notice    and    animadversion    of   the 
crown.    This  doctrine  was  not  tbeoreti'* 
cal ;  it  was  fejunded  upon  the  best  prac- 
tice of  the  best  times  of  our  history.    It 
was  not  unfre%ttent  with  some  of  our  mo* 
narchs,  and  be  would  particularly  men- 
tion Ellaabetli,  who  constantly  practised 
it,  to  reply  to  the  speech  made  by  tho 
Speaker :  and  suppose  his  royal  higboest 
the    Prince  Regent   bad    answered    tho 
Speaker  at  the. close  of  last  session,  by 
expressing  his  displeasure  at  "  the  mo- 
mentous changes- proposed  for  our  consi- 
deration,''   it    would  have   been  a  high 
breach  of  their  privileges;  and  he  held  it 
as  incontrovertible,  that  what  it  was  not 
lawful  for  the  King  to  notice,  it  was  not 
lawful  for  the  Speiker  to  express.    Tho 
task  which  he  had  to  perform  was  a  pain- 
ful   one.      The   Speaker    (unwarily    no 
doubt)  did  that  which  bad  a  tendency  to 
betray  the  sovereign  iato  a  breach  of  their 
privileges.    Great    as  bis  knowledge   of 
forms  was,  he  had  yet  been  misled  by  hie 
seal ;  and  though  not  wishing  to  pass  o 
vote  of  censure,  as  inconsistent  with  bis 
former  services,  and  with  that  strict  iii^ 
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itgrky  which  had  •Diformly  marked  his 
condact  ia  the  high  oflSce  that  he  filled ; 
yet,  equally  anxiont  to  pretent  hiii  exam- 
pie  from  being  draim  into  precedent,  he 
should  certainly  sopport  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord.  Before  he  sat  down,  be 
wbhed  to  advert  to  the  aubject  of  precedent. 
In  this  particular  case,  the  Speaker  had  ex- 
ceeded all  the  bounds  of  a  just  discretion; 
was  itt  therefore,  incumbent  on  those  who 
condemned  his  conduct  to  prove  that 
there  bad  never  been  a  Speaker  who  had 
90  completely  transgressed  those  limits  ? 
But  what  precedents  had  been  produced 
on  the  other  side  ?  With  all  the  learning 
posseased  and  all  the  attention  bestowed 
on  the  subject,  had  a  single  instance  been 
adduced  of  a  Speaker  so  incautious,  so 
aubtervient  to  the  crown,  or  so  regardless 
•f  the  privileges  of  parliament,  as  to  van- 
lore  to  communicate  to  the  throne,  that  a 
dangerous  proposition  had  been  made  in 
that  House,  but  which  had  not  been  as* 
aeotod  lo  ?  He  would  not  trespass  longer 
oo  the  House.  In  what  he  had  said,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  avoid  all  personality  ; 
and  he  had  cautiously  abstained  from 
touching  on  the  Catholic  question,  which 
in  hei  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  before 
them.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  declare 
most  solemnly,  that,  although,  after  great 
deliberation,  he  had  certainly  made  up 
hie  mind  on  the  question  of  Catliolic 
emancipation,  and  that  although  his  opi- 
nion oo  that  question  was  as  certainly  in 
direct  hostility  to  that  avowed  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Speaker) ;  yet, 
if,  insteud  of  the  Bill  ifhich  had  actually 
been  introduced  and  lost,  a  Bill  for  re- 
enacting  and  re-imposing  those  disabilities 
nnd  those  disqualincations  which  it  had 
been  the  wise  policy  of  the  present  reign 
ipradually  to  remove,  had  been  indignant* 
ly  thrown  over  the  bar  of  the  House ;  and 
if,  under  those  circumstances,  the  Speaker, 
Mi  the  foot  of  the  throne,  had  stated,  after 
bis  prefatory  address,  that  other  mo- 
mentous changes  had  been  proposed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  that, 
faithful  to  the  principles  of  toleration,  and 
to  that  wise  policy  which  had  hitherto 
been  pursued,  they  had  refused  to  coo* 
sent  to  those  changes,  he  would  have  given 
the  same  vote  as  he  meant  to  give  to- 
night; firmly  convinced  that  any  such 
•atatement,  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker,  was 
not  only  unless,  but.  If  established  as  a 
precedent,  would  involve  in  it  the  sacrifice 
is  the  privileges  of  that  HoosOt  uid  the 
principles  of  the  constitution.    On  these 


grounds  (said  Mr.  G.)  sol  wishing  to  paaa 
a  vote  of  censurct  but  still  desirous  0S 
seeing  some  motion  pass,  which  shall  ex« 
press  disappiAaiton  unmingled  with  ae* 
verity,  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion. 

Thn  tArace//or  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  ho 
shoiip.ltave  no  hesitation  in  giving  hia 
negaSvo  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord, 
becasse  he  conceived  that  it  was  one 
whifh  was  by  no  means  called  for  by 
wbui  bad  taken  place.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  then  took  a  brief  view  of  what 
bad  been  said  by  the  noble  mover,  and 
observed,  that  no  man  was  more  disposed 
to  euforOi  the  privileges  of  parliament 
than  himself.  But  he  saw  no  breach  of 
privilege  committed  in  the  subject  now 
Drought  before  the  House  ;  and  as  to  the 
precedents  which  had  been  quoted,  they 
appeared  to  go  far  in  justification ;  parti- 
cularly that  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow,  which 
went  into  long  dias«rtations  upon  alliances 
and  subsidies^  and  thcae  shewed  to  what 
a  length  of  discussion  that  gentleman 
thought  himself  entitled  to  go.  Yet  waa 
Mr.  Speaker  Onslew  censured  ?  Never. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  the 
speech  of  the  Speaker  in  Ireland  a  very 
fair  precedent,  and  observed,  that  be  had 
received  the  thanks  of  the  House  for  it. 
As  to  Mr.  Hatseirs  book,  which  had  been 
treated  lightly,  he  was  disposed  to  pay 
very  great  delerence  to  it.  It  was  almost 
needless  to  say,  that  he  thought  it  hia 
duty  to  vote  against  the  motion  and  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PkudteU  apoke  to  the  following 
effect:  —  Sir;  After  the  long  and  able 
arguments  which  we  have  heard  on  thia 
subject,  and  more  particularly  after  the 
ample  justice  which  baa  been  done  to  it  faa 
the  eloquent  and  admirable  speech  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  below  me  (Mr.  Grant),  it 
may  appear  unnecessary  or  presumptuous 
further  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House.  Feeling,  however,  as  I  do  npon 
this  important  occasion,  I  own  I  cannol 
reconcile  myself  to  remaining  whollv 
silent  on  it.  I  completely  concur  with 
you.  Sir,  that  the  present  question  is  one 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  question  of 
Catholic  emancipation.  We  are  not  now 
to  consider  what  it  may  or  may  not  bo 
right  to  do  with  respect  to  this  latter— wo 
are  not  to  ascertain  the  present  opinion  of 
the  House  upon  it  The  question  is,  whe« 
ther,  the  House  having  come  to  a  resolo-* 
tion  with  respect  to  the  Catholics,  you.  Sir* 
were  authorised  to  convey  to  the  throjio 
an  intimatioQ  of  that  proceeding,  mcCMi^ 
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pani^d  by  ^  censtire  on   those  who  had 
eruieavoared   to  follow  it  up  by  a  legisla- 
tive measure. — Sir,  I  declare  most  solemn- 
ly; that  if  the  sentiments  wbich  you  ex- 
pressed to  the  throne  had  been  as  friendly 
to'  the  Catholic  cause  as  they  were  certainly 
hostile  to  it,  1  should  equally  have-ipon- 
curred  in  the  present  motion.   It  is  true,  as 
has  been  justly  said,  this  is  not  a  party  or 
a  personal  question.     Nothing,  Sir,  but  the 
most  imperious  sense-of  duty  could  justify 
a  censure  of  your  conduct.     But  if  any 
man  feels  that  a  vital  and  important  part 
of  the  constitution  has  been  assaiied,  and 
that  you  have  done  thai  which,  if  it  were 
established  as  a  precedent,  would  overturn 
and  destroy  the  constitution  itself,  and  if 
that  man  should  refuse  to  accede  to  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord,  either  out  of  de- 
ference to  you.  Sir,  or  from  any  unworthy 
exultation  at  the  attack  made  by  you  on  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  community — no 
words  are  sufficiently  strong  to  describe 
the  meanness  of  such  a  dereliction  of  duty 
on  the  one  hand,  or  of  such  an  unwor- 
thy betraying  of  the  trust  reposed  in  a  re- 
presentative of  the  people  on  the  other. 
Sir,  I  am  free  to  say,  that  the  speech  made 
by  you  to  the  throne,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  was  one  of  the  most  formidable 
attacks  on  the  constitution  of  parliament, 
that  has  occurred  since  the  Revolution.   It 
was  an  attack  materially  aggravated  by  its 
having  proceeded  from  a  person,  the  na« 
fural  guardian  of  that  constitution ;  and. 
Sir,  it  is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  we 
cannot  assert  our  own  rights  without  im- 
pairing your  dignity;    however  anxious 
we  may  be  to  abstainfrom  every  thing  like 
asperity,  and  to  treat  yoo.  Sir,  with  all 
tliat  rfspect  to  which  you  are  so  amply 
entitled.   Subject  to  this  last  consideration, 
I- shall  make  my  observations  upon  the 
question  with  as  much  freedom  and  lati- 
tude, and  discharge  my  duty   as  unre- 
strainedly, as  you,  Sir,  have  done  in  what  I 
have  no  doubt  you  conscientiously  con- 
ceived to  have  been  yours.    Sir,  there  is 
BO  subject  upon  which  this  House  has  al- 
ways evinced  so  much  anxious  jealousy, 
as  that  its  proceedings  should   be  exempt 
from  all  control  and  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  crowo.     Some  communication 
between  the  throne  and  parliament  must 
undoubtedly  exist.     But  the  mode  of  this 
communication   is  perfectly  defined  and 
ascertained.     If  the  throne  wishes  to  com- 
municate with  parliament,  that  communi- 
cation is  made  either  by  a  formal  speech 
ftom  the  thn>Bej  qr  by  a  message.    But 


the  object  of  such  communioation  always 
is,  to  invite  parliament  to  deliberate  on 
some   proposed  measure;    and  never  to 
control,  or  interfere  with,  any  deliberations 
already  entered   into.     So  on  the   other 
hand,   if  either   House  wish  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  throne,  that  communica* 
tion  is  made  either  by  address  or  by  reso- 
lution ;  and  the  object  of  such'  commoni- 
cation   is,  not  to  ask  the  advice  of  the 
throne  on  any  subject  upon  which  parlia- 
ment may  be  deliberating,  but  to  give  to 
the  throne  any  advice  that  parliament  may 
think  it  expedient  to  offer:  for  this  plain 
reason,  that  we  are  the  constitutional  ad- 
visers of  the  throne,  but  that  the  throne  is 
not  the  constitutional  adviser  of  parliament. 
Advice  from  the  throne  would  have  too 
much  the  air  of  command,  to  be  consistent 
with   the  freedom  of  discussion  in   this 
House.     Beyond  the  limits  which  I  have 
mentioned,  there  is  no  constitutional  chan- 
nel of  communication  between  the  throne 
and  parliament,  save  when  we  present  our 
Bills  for  the  royal  assent  or  dissent.    This 
is  so  clear,  that  it  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged, that  if,  6ir,  yoo  had  no  sill  to  pre- 
sent, you  would  have  no  right  to  address 
the  throne  at  all.    Accordingly,  when  you 
uttered  the  address  which  is  the  subject  of 
our  present  deliberation,'you  held  in  your 
hand  the  Vote  of  Credit  Bill,  and  you  con« 
eluded  that  address  with  praying  the  royal 
assent  to  the  Bill.     Had  you  not  held  such 
a  Bill,  your  speech  would  have  been  an 
absolute  intrusion,  wholly  unwarranted  by 
parliamentary  usage,  or  by  the  constitu- 
tion.    Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  you 
were  under  the  necessity  of  strictly  con- 
Tming  yourself  in  your  address  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bill  which  you  presented.     It 
was  perfectly  allowable,  that  your  speech 
should  be  graced  and  ornamented  by  allor 
sions  to  other  matter.     If,  Sir,  you  had 
described  generally  the  measures  adopted 
by  parliament,  or  had  descanted  on  topics 
of  general  policy,  however  we  might  have 
considered  your  opinion  as  a  mistaken  one, 
the  promulgation  of  it  could  never  have 
been  deemed  a  violation  of  our  privileges. 
Unless  you  had  alluded  to  matters  pending 
in    parliament,    the    observations   which 
you  had  thought  proper  to  make  might 
have  been  thought  light  or  unnecessary, 
but  could  not  have  been  characterized  as 
unconstitutional.     This  remark  applies  to 
what  has  been  said  of  my  right  hon.  friend, 
the  late  Speaker  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Foster).    My  right  hon.  IneiMi 
did  certainly  make  the  queitiopof  P^thoiip 
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emancipation  and  Protestant  ascendancy 
the  subject  of  a  speech  to  the  throne ;  and 
in  doing  so,  he  bad  certainly  no  reason  to 
congi^atulaie  himself  on  his  prudence ;  for, 
in  the  very  next  session,  his  principles  and 
his  predictions  were  overturned  together. 
But  this  was  an  imprudence  only — not  a 
violation  of  parliamentary  privilege.  It 
had  not  been  so  considered.  A  solitary 
petition  was  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
subject;  but  no  member  of  the  Irish  par- 
liament made  it  a  question  of  parliamentary 
discussion.  It  is  on  these  gfoonds,  Sir, 
that  I  perfectly  concur  in  the  propriety  of 
the  general  observations  contained  in  your 
speech  at  the  close  of  the  last  session.  In 
that  style-  of  dignified  congratulation 
which  so  well  becomes  you,  you  spoke  of 
the  success  of  our  brave  fleets  and  armies, 
and  conferred  the  just  meed  of  your  elo- 
«|uent  praise  on  their  gallant  leaders.  I 
am  sure.  Sir,  that  every  one  of  ns  must  be 
proud  and  gratified  when  he  hears  you 
deliver  yourself  on  such  subjects  with  so 
much  elevation  and  propriety  of  manner. 
But  when,  because  you  are  "the  organ  of 
communication  between  this  House  and 
the  throne,  you  proceed  to  notice  subjects 
controverted  in  this  House,  you  will  find 
it  difiicult  to  discover  precedents  in  justifi* 
cation  of  your  conduct ;  and  still  further, 
when  you  mention  propositions  made  here, 
and  not  acceded  to  but  rejected,  you  place 
yourself  in  a  situation  still  less  capable  of  de- 
fence. On  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  below  me 
(Mr. Grant)  are  unanswerable.  As  that  hon. 
•gentleman  justly  ob^rved,  if  a  measure 
-passes  in  parliament,  no  single  person  is 
responsible  for  that  which  is  an  act  of  the 
whole  House.  But  it  is  impossible  for  you, 
8ir,  to  state  that  a  proposed  measure  has 
been  rejected,  without  implying  «  censure 
on  the  individual  or  individuals  by  whom 
that  proposition  was  made.  Accordingly, 
our  rule  of  proceeding  with  respect  to 
Bills  is  founded  on  this  consideration. 
When  a  Bill  is  sent  to  tbe  other  House,  or 
is  presented  to  the  throne  for  theroval  as- 
sent or  dissent,  it  does  not  bear  on  the  face 
of  it,  whether  or  not  it  passed  onanioMusly, 
or  what  was  the  amount  of  the  majority  by 
which  it  was  carried.  And  why?  Because 
this  House  will  never  suffer  the  state  of 
its  divisions  and  parties  to  be  subject  to 
Che  direction,  or  to  be  under  the  influence 
or  control,  of  any  other  tribunal.  The  au- 
thority of  Mr.  HaUellhas  been  dwelt  upon 
with  much  emphasis.  As  members  of  the 
legislature,  1 4%ny  that,  in  our  decision  on 


great  constitutional  questionsi,  we  are  to 
take  Mr.  Hauell's  publication  for  a  text« 
book.  We  are  not  to  be  told,  that  we 
must  learn  the  principles  of  the  British 
constitution  from  Mr.  Hatsell's  work.  But^ 
after  all,  what  is  there  in  that  work  which 
heart  on  the  present  question  ?  Mr.  Hatseli 
states,  and  states  truly,  that  when  the 
Speaker  presents  a  money  Bill  at  tbe  foot 
of  the  throne,  he  may  advert,  not  to  the 
subject  of  that  Bill  alone,  but  to  other 
business  which  parliament  may  have  tran- 
sacted. But  does  he  say,  that  the  Speaker 
may  advert  to  pending  or  to  rejected  mea« 
sures?  Nay,  up  to  this  very  moment,  aAerall 
the  inquiries  made  by  yourself.  Sir,  so  capa* 
ble  of  deep  research,  and  afker  all  the  inqui* 
ries  made  by  your  numerous  friends,  has  • 
single  precedent  been  found  of  a  Speaker's 
having  referred  in  his  speech  to  tbe  thrpii# 
to  any  measure  which  had  been  rejected 
by  the  House  ?  And  let  it  be  recollect^ 
that  the  measure  to  which  you  thought 
proper  to  refer  was  in  fact  still  pendiqg;; 
For,  what  was  tbe  state  of  tbe  proceedingp 
on  the  Catholic  question  ?  A  resolution 
had  been  agreed  to,  to  take  into  consider 
ration;  in  a  committeoof  the  whole  House, 
the  laws  aflecting  the  Roman  Catholics, 
with  a  view  to  their  amicable  adjustment. 
The  committee  met,  and  resolutions  were 
passed,  declaring  it  expedient  to  admit 
the  Catholics  to  seats  in  parliament,  and 
to  other  powers  and  jurisdictions,  under 
certain  provisions  for  tbe  security  of  thf 
Protestant  establishment.  A  Bill  was  in* 
troduced  to  that  efiect,  and  the  second 
reading  agreed  to  by  a  considerable  majOr 
rity  of  the  House.  Every  thing,  there- 
fore.  Sir,  of  which  you  could  properly  tal^ 
cognizance  was  favourable  to  tbe  Catholic 
cause.  But  in  the  speech  which  you 
made  to  the  throne,  you  passed  over  what 
alone  you  had  a  right  to  know,  and  what, 
if  conimunirated,  would  have  made  an 
impression  favourable  to  tbe  cause  of 
the  Catholics;  and  you  resorted  to  that 
which  you  had  no  right  to  know,  aiid 
by  an  unjustifiable  perversion  sought 
to  make  an  impression  inimical  to  that 
cause.  For,  Sir,  you  were  no  more  com- 
petent to  report  to  tbe  throne  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  of  this 'House, 
than  any  «ther  member  of  tbe  committee. 
It  was  not  even  necessary  that  you  shookl 
be  present  in  that  committee.  Mr.  Hat-  . 
sell  so  says.  It  happened,  however,  that 
you  were  there,  and  that  you  gave  your 
opinion  on  the  Bill  in  progress.  Was  it  as  ^ 
Speaker  that  you  gave  that  opinioQ  ?  Cer- 
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Uinly  not.    Yoa  frave  it  as  member  for. 
the  -Urtivertity  of  Oxford.     Bat  it  may  be 
said,  that  this  is  a  question  of  mere  form. 
Sir»  the  forms  of  parliament  are  essential 
10  the   preservation  of  the  prirjleges  of 
parliament.    Bot,  Sir,  in  taking  the  liberty 
to  report  the  opinions  of  that  committee, 
did  you  truly  report  them  ?     On  the  con- 
trary, yon  totally,  thoueh  I  am  sure  not 
wilfully,  misrepresented  them.    The  op- 
position to  the  proposition  rejected  in  the 
committee  was  grounded  on  a  Tariety  of 
eonaiderations.    Some  opposed  it  in  con- 
sequence of  the  intemperate  conduct  of 
certain  public  bodies  in  Ireland;   others 
because  of  the  writings  which  had  been 
di£Rised  in  that  country ;  some  wished  the 
tbange  to  be  deferred  until  a  time  of 
peace ;  others  were  desirous  that  the  see 
of  Rome  should  first  be  consulted.     With 
mil  thii  variety  of  sentimeot,  how.  Sir, 
were  yoo  competent  lo  say  what  was  the 
opinion  by  which  the  majority  of  this 
House  on  that  occaaton  were  swayed  ?     I 
Ivill  ▼entore  to  assert,  thai  no't  ten  of  that 
feiajori^  were  perfectly  agreed  on  the 
wil^ect ;  and  yet  you  took  upon  yourself, 
«a  the  name  of  that  majority,  to  declare 
jofir  own  opinion  as  theirs ;  nay,  even  m 
elMl   respect  you .  were  incorrect.    The 
loember  for  the  university  of  Oxford  has  a 
jright  to  complain  that  the  Speaker  mtsre- 
|>resented  him.    That  right  hon.  member 
declared,  that  in  his  opinion,  many  powers 
tad  jurisdictions  might  be  safely  conferred 
OB  the  Catholics.    He  declared,  that  they 
Viight  be  eligible  to  the  magistracy— 
tbm  was  jurisdiction;    he  declared  that 
they  might  be  raised  to  any  rank  in  the 
army,  except  that  of  commander  in  chief 
«>»there  was  power:   a  jurisdiction  and 
a  power  by  no  means  harmless,  if  impro- 
peHy  used.     Again,  a  great  number  of 
those  who  composed  the  majority,  voted 
Ota  the  ground  thai  the  question  was  a  re* 
Kgioos  one.     Have*  those  individuahi  no 
right  to  complain  of  the  Speaker,  for  de- 
claring that  the  House  considered    tbe 
question  not  as  a  religious,  but  as  a  poli- 
tical one ;  and  that  if  the  see  of  Rome 
were  released  from  foreign  influence,  the 
danger  of  allowing  Catholics  to  sit  in  par- 
liament would  cease  ?     Will  tbe  member 
for  Armagh,  and  those  who  think  with 
Imn,  consent  thus  to  have  their  opposition 
diarob^  of  all  those  important  considera- 
tlona  which  arise  out  of  religious  views  of 
the. subject?    Will  they  allow  tbe  Catho- 
lics, if  they  disavow  the  supremacy  of  tbe 
'  Pope»  to  come  bare  lod  legislate  for  Pro- 


testant England?  In  my  judgment,  there* 
fore.  Sir,  you  misrepresented  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  of  thi^  House,  as  well  as 
your  own.     One  striking  fact  you  wholly 
abstained  from  mentioning.     Yon  never 
told  the  throne,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
the  means  used  on  the  occa<iion,  notwith- 
standing the  temporary  difficulties  arising 
out  of  various  causes,  notwithstanding  the 
powerful   influence  exercised   in  various 
quarters,  ihei:e  were  still  247  members  of 
this  House,  who  declared  their  readiness 
to  admit  the  Catholics  into  parliament  on 
the  principles  of  the  Bill  which  was  then 
under  discussion.     Will  any  man  lay  his 
huid  on  his  breast,  and  declare  upon  his 
honour,  that  he  thinks  you  were  autho- 
rised, on  a  decision  by  a  majority  of  four^ 
to  represent  to  the  crown  that  tbe  ques- 
tion was  put  finally  at  rest  ?    Was  it  not 
evident,  that  the  subject  must  return  to  be 
'Considered  by  parliament  ?     And  if  so 
brought  back,  with  what  impartiality  could 

Carliamest  proceed  with  respect  lo  it,  if, 
y  anjr  indirect  means,  the  artillery  of 
royal  influence  was  brought  to  bear  on 
their  march  ?  Suppose,  Sir,  that,  in  reply 
to  you,  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re* 
gent  had  been  pleased  to  say  io  yoo,  «<  I 
feel  great  surprise  and '  indignation  that 
247  members  of  the  House  m  Commons 
are  so  lost  lo  their  sense  of  duty,  as  to 
wish  to  change  those  laws  by  which  the 
throne,  the  parliament,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  ere  made  fundamen- 
tally Protestant ;"  would  ony  member  of 
that  minority  have  endured  such  an  exr 

Ereanen  ?  On  the  other  hand,  suppose  his 
ojrel  Highnew  had  said,  "  I  lament  that 
the  laborious  exertions  of  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  House  ot  Commons 
as  247  have  been  disappointed ;  and  I 
trust,  that  when  temporary  obstacles  are 
removed,  and  when  the  suggestions  of 
reason  and  wisdom  become  prevalent, 
their  efforts  will  prove  successful  ;**  .would 
sach  a  declaration  have  been  endured  by 
any  member  of  tbe  majority  ?  Would  it 
not  have  been  asked,  what  right  tbe  throne 
possessed  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings 
of  parliament— to  school  their  past  con- 
duct, and  to  lecture  their  fotnre  ?  And 
here,  Sir,  I  must  observe,  that  an  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  floor  f  Mr.  Bankes)  has 
contended,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
this  question,  because  your  speech  was  not 
made  until  the  end  ot  the  session.  It  is 
then  of  ao  importance  if  we  subject  our.- 
selves  lo  be  schooled  and  ledared  by  tbe 
throne;  it  is  tf  no  imporianoe  Ihel^we 
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flhoaUi  be  liable  to  this  annual  audit  and 
account,  provided  it  take  place  at  the 
close  of  our  sittings !  Such  an  occurrence 
would  have  no  eflect  on  the  deliberations 
of  the  next  session  !  And  besides,  if  this 
annual  audit  were  once  established,  the 
hon.  member  for  Corfe*castle  is  too  fond 
of  accuracy  not  to  think  it  necessary.  Sir, 
to  add  to  your  report  a  speciBcation  of  the 
numbers  of  tboiHS  who  might  ?ote  on  any 
particular  measure,  the  names  of  the 
voters,  and  so  on,  until  the  whole  of  our 
mystery  is'exposed  to  the  eye  of  royalty  ? 
With  respect  to  your  speech,  Sir,  1  have 
another  observation  to  make :  it  regards 
fU  ambiguity.  The  words  of  it  are  capa* 
ble  of  two  opposite  constructions— of  a 
construction  unwarrantably  intolerant  to* 
wards  the  Catholics,  and  of  a  construction 
as  tolerant  as  their  wanneat  friends  oonld 
desire.  You  say,  Sir,  that  we  have  deter* 
mined  to  exclude  them  from  the  privileges 
which  thev  require  <'  as  lon^  as  they  shall 
acknowledge  a  foreign  jurisdiction.''  Now, 
what  does  this  expression  mean?  If  by 
*'  foreign  jurisdiction"  is  meant  the  spi- 
ritual jarisdiction  of  the  Pope,  then  the 
Catholics  will  be  excluded  as  long  as  they 
remain  Catholics.  But  if  it  merely  means 
temporal,  or  indeed  ecclesiastical  jurisdic* 
tion  within  these  realms,  then  no  friend 
of  the  Catholic  cause  in  this  House 
would,  I  am  sure,  wish  it  to  prosper  on 
any  other  terms.  Again,  Sir,  yon  say  in 
your  speech,  that  parliament '  have  not 
consented  to  do  so  and  so.  I  am  persnad* 
ed  that  no  special  pleading  will  be  resorted 
to  in  defence  of  this  passage;  and  1  appeal 
to  the  common  sense  of  all  who  hear  me, 
whether  the  statement,  that  <«  momentous 
changes  had  been  proposed  for  our  consi- 
deration, but  that,  adhering  to  those  laws 
by  which  the  throne,  the  parliament,  and 
the  government  of  this  country  are  made 
fundamentally  Protestant,  we  would  not 
consent  to  those  changes,''  is  not  a  distinct 
implication  of  an  intention  in  some  per- 
sons, by  proposing  such  changes,  to  destroy 
•*  the  laws  by  which  the  throne,  the  par- 
liament, and  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try are  made  fundamentally  Protestant?" 
Sir,  recollecting  that  one  of  the  essential 
features  of  the  resolutions  on  which  the 
Catholic  Bill  was  founded  was,  the  distinct 
declaration,  that  the  ProtesUnt  establish* 
meat  should  be  effectually  secured,  I  ask 
you,  how  you  can  reconcile  to  any  feelings 
•f  justice  the  implied  statement,  that  247 
UMmbers  of  this  House  were  anxious  to 


introduce  changes  subversive  of  that  esta« 
blishment  ?  For  one,  I  loudly  disclaios  nf, 
share  of  such  an  imputation.  If  there  be 
here  one  man  of  that  number  who  deservea 
it,  let  him  take  the  only  opportunity  ol 
proving  his  demerit  by  voting  for  yoor. 
exculpation.  Sir,  it  is  a  proposition  whicb 
every  hon.  gentleman  present  would  not 
merely  not  consent  to ;  but  which  ba 
would  reject  with  scorn  and  indignation. 
One  word  more.  This  speech,  which  in- 
my  opinion  was  a  violation  of  the  privilegea. 
of  parliament,  and  which  misrepresented' 
the  conduct  and  sentiments  of  all  parties^- 
appearstome  to  have  been  wholly  uncalled* 
for.  There  was  nothing.  Sir,  in  the  Bill 
which  yon  held  in  your  band  at  the  lima- 
you  uttered  it,  or  in  any  other  Bill  which* 
passed  during  the  last  session,  that  required 
such  an  exposition.  When  you  adverted 
to  the  splendid  victories  of  onr  iilostriona^ 
commander  who  has  gained  such  tnm»** 
cendant  fame*— when  yon  sftoke  of  th*- 
passage  of  the  Donro,  of  the  balilet  of 
Roleia,  of  Vimiera,  of  Talavera,  of  Sala^ 
manca,  of  Vittoria,  the  feelings  of  ail  wher 
heard  yon  vibrated  in  unison  with  yevr 
own.  Every  heart  exulted ;  and  everj^ 
Irish  heart  peculiarly  exulted  that  Ireland' 
had  given  birth  to  such  a  hero.  Was  that 
a  well  chosen  moment.  Sir,  to  pronounce^ 
the  irrevocable  doom  of  those  who,  nnder 
their  immortal  commander,  had  opened 
the  sluices  of  their  hearts'  blood  in  the 
service  of  the  empire  ?  It  was  a  cusMmi 
in  Rome,  to  introduce  a  slave  into  their 
triumphal  processions,  not  for  the  perpose 
of  insulting  the  captive,  but  to  remind  the 
conqueror  of  the  instability  of.  human 
glory.  But  you.  Sir,  while  yea  svefe 
binding  the  wreath  round  the  brow  of  the 
conqueror,  assored  him  that  his  victorioos 
followers  must  never  expect  to  participate 
in  the  fruiu  of  his  valour ;  but  that  they 
who  had  shed  their  blood  in  achievmg 
conquests  were  to  be  the  only  persons  who 
were  not  to  share  by  the  profits  of  success 
in  the  rigfau  of  citizens.    (Hear,  hear  !) 

Mr.  KeaAst,  in  explanation,  denied  hav- 
ing used  the  word  *<  audit." 

Mr.  Camdng  said,  as  one  of  the  mine- 
rity  of  247  who  were  friendly  to  the  mea- 
sure of  concession  to  the  Catholics,  as  one 
who  had  taken  an  anxious  part,  to  the  best 
of  his  abilities,  in  promoting  it,  and  as  one 
who  hoped,  at  no  distant  time,  to  uke  a 
part  by  the  side  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Plunkett)  in  an  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote  that  measure,  which  he  conceived 
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was  only  temporarily  saspended,  be  fell 
called  on  upon   the  present  occasion  to 
assign  the  reasons  why,  having  diifered 
from   that  majority   whose   decision   had 
been  considered,  in  the  speech  delivered 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  con- 
clusive, he  could  not  concur  with  either  of 
the  motions,  for  directly  censuring,  or  cen- 
•urinff  by   implication,  the  distinguished 
individual  by  whom  that  speech  had  been 
delivered.     In  delivering  the  speech  aU 
loded  to,  the  Speaker  was  exercising  a 
discretion  which  he  believed  to  be  vested 
io  him.     When  he  said  that  he  possessed 
this  discretion,    he    was  precluded  from 
answering  the  most  of  the  arp:uments  by 
which  the  crimination  of  the  Speaker  was 
endeavoured  to  be  enforced.— When  he 
said  that  the  Speaker  was  vested  with  a 
discretion,  the  word  implied  that  that  dis- 
cretion might  be  exercised  either  judi. 
eious^y  or  not,  but  still  that  the  exercise 
should  not  draw  down  censure  upon  him« 
With  respect  to  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend,  if  it  was  intended  to  prove  an  effec- 
loal'  preventive,  it  went  far  short  of  what 
was  necessary.    Ought  he  to  be  contented, 
if  he  thought  there  existed  a  dangerous 
discretion  in  the  Speaker  to  dilate  on  the 
motives  which  induced  the  House  to  adopt 
or  reject  the  measures  brought  before  it, 
with  saying,  if  the  measure  pass  into  an 
enactment  he  may,  but  in  case  of  rejection 
he  must  not  ?    If  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend  should  be  carried,*  one  would  think 
it  would  preclude  future  Speakers  from 
mentioning  measures  not  passed  into  a  law. 
Bet  this  did   not    apply  to  the   present 
Speaker.     One  of  the  reasons  which  had 
been  urged  in  favour  of  the  motion  was, 
that  it  would  lead  the  crown  to  interfere 
in  measures  pending  before  the   House. 
But  had  the  House  itself  been  so  cautious  ? 
What  had  been  the  course  adopted  by  it 
in  the  preceding  session  ?     Why  in  the 
preceding  session,  a  resolution  was  passed 
by  a  ereat  majority,  stating  that  the  House 
would  in  the  next  session  take  into  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  laws  affecting  the 
Roman  Catholics,  with  reference  to  an  ad- 
justment of  them.     Did  the  House  then 
feel  that  jealousy  which  was  now  to  fall 
on  the  Speaker,  and   in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  to  be  dragged  to  the  altar 
at  a  victim  ?  What  was  the  course  adopted 
by    the    House?     This   incomplete   and 
inchoate  measure  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
This  was  not  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  Speaker— he  did  not  give  the  first 


information  to  the  crown— he  was  not  the 
first  to  call  the  attention  of  the  executive 
to  that  which  otherwise  was  not  known ; 
but  he  found   the  crown   in  possession  of 
the  information,  that  the  subject  would  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  the  next  session 
of  parliament ;  and  finding  the  crown  so 
informed,  he  stated  to  it  the  result  of  the 
proceedings  instituted  in  consequence  of 
that  resolution.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  he 
communicated  his  opinion  of  the  result  of 
the  proceedings,   fhe  colouring,  no  Joubt, 
difiered  from  that  which  he  himself  should 
have  given  of  it.     Grounds  had  been  stated 
for  the  failure  of  the  measure,  which  were 
far  from  being  the  only  motives  that  ac« 
tuated  the  majority.     Some  were  actuated 
by  motives  of  temporary  expediency,  some 
by  religious  motives,  and  others  again  by 
a  variety  of  different  reasons,  to  join  in 
the  majority  by  which  the  measure  was 
defeated.     But  when  the  Speaker  possessed 
a  discretion  of  giving  an  account  of  the 
origin,   progress,  and  result  of  Bills,  he 
might  think  this  an  error  of  judgment ; 
but  he  never   could  think  it  a  criminal 
abuse  of  authority,  when  he  stated  what 
appeared  to  him  the  motives  of  the  House 
of  Commons  in  this  particular  instance. 
It  had  been  said,  that  in  a  committee  he 
could  have  no  cognizance  of  what  passed  ; 
but  this  was  a  mere  technical  argument. 
Could  they  suppose  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Speaker,  what  passed 
in  a  committee  of  the  House  on  such  an  im- 
portant subject?  At  the  end  of  a  preceding 
session,  the  intention  of  parliament  with 
respect  to  the  measure  was  declared  ;  and 
in  the  next,  was  no  mention  to  be  made 
of  the  progress  in  the  question,  or  what  had 
prevented  any  progress  from  being  made 
in  it.     Some  gentlemen  had  siipposed  a 
sort  of  dramatii  persona  on  the  occasion  of 
the    communication.      Did    the  Speaker 
know  nothing  of  what  passed  when  the 
measure  was  defeated  ?    No ;  because  the 
Speaker  was  supposed  to  be  absent  in  the 
committee.     Here  was  a  great  measure 
mentioned  in  one  session,  and  not  to  be 
mentioned  in  another,  because  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  supposed  to 
be  ignorant  of  it  Why,  every  person  who 
read  a  news- paper  knew  that  such  a  ques- 
tion was  agitated,  and  what  was  the  result 
But  it  seemed  the  crown  was  to  be  kept 
ignorant  of  what  passed,  and  the  Speaker 
was  to  be  the  instrument  to  whom  that  ig- 
norance was  to  be  attributed  (Hear,  heart) 
All  this  was  as  opposite  to  straight  forward 
practice  as  could  well  be  imagined.    The 
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whole  qneslioD  between  ihe  Speaker  and 
his  accosers  was,  nol  as  to  the  discretion, 
bat  as  to  the  exercise  of  it  in  the  particular 
<;a8e  now  before  the  Honse,  It  might 
be  a  (juestioo,  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
grant  such  a  discretion  to  the  chair;  but 
it  was  pecatiarly  hard  on  him  who  at  pre- 
sent filled  h,  to  yisit  on  him  not  only  the 
consequences  of  an  accidental  extension, 
but  alio  the  vice  of  its  origin.  (Hear, 
hear !)  The  greater  part  of  the  arguments 
be  bad  heard  that  night  went  against  the 
discretion  itself.  It  might  he  deemed  ad- 
▼isable,  that  no  Speaker  should  have  power 
to  addresi  the  throne  without  previously 
receiving  the  sanction  of  the  House.  This 
would  be  fairer  than  lo  leave  him  his  pri- 
▼ileges  undipped,  with  no  other  j^oide 
than  the  motion  of  hift  noble  friend.  Better 
have  the  words  to  be  made  use  of,  in  any 
representation  to  the  croivn,  established, 
than  to  leave  him  in  thin  way  to  an  annual 
audit,  subject  to  annual  reprehension) 
(Hear!)  Let  the  Speaker  be  deprived  of 
bis  privileges  and  speech  to  the  crown 
here  and  out  of  the  House,  as  if  he  had 
neither  eyes  to  see,  ears  to  hear,  nor 
tongue  to  speak,  but  as  the  House  pre- 
flcribed  to  him.  He,  for  one,  could  have 
wished  the  speech  delivered  had  not  been 
such  as  it  was;  but  he  did  not  therefore 
mean  to  deny  to  the  Speaker  the  right  of 
exercising  the  same  discretion  which  he 
would  have  claimed  for  himself.  If  he  had 
delivered  his  own  opinion  at  ttie  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords^,  he  would  have  stated, 
that  the  failure  of  the  measure  was  owing 
to  the  defeat  of  a  main  part  of  it,  which 
induced  its  suppf>rters  to  withdraw  it 
This  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  measure.  But  those  who  were 
in  the  triumphant  majority  probably  took 
another  view  of  it ;  and  was  he  to  visit 
them  with  censure  for  stating  any  opinion 
which  they  might  conceive  most  favoura- 
ble to  their  side.  Of  the  decision  of  this 
majority,  he  thought  as  highly  as  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  friend  ;  and  he 
looked  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  measure  with  tonfident  expectation. 
Many  disadvantages  operated  against  it  last 
session,  which  would  hereafter  cease  to 
exist.  The  present  state  of  public  opinion 
would  fade  away,  and  a  change  of  affairs 
would  also  induce  a  change  in  the  views 
which  would  be  uken  of  the  Catholics. 
This  question  would  not  long  be  allowed  to 
survive  as  a  refuge  to  diicord— as  a  con- 
trast to  the  harmony  of  nations,  and  an 
obstacle  to  the  happiness  of  maakind. 
(  VOL.  XXVII. ) 


(  Hear,  hear !)  He  professed  himself  unable 
to  comprehend  any  danger  from  the  ge» 
neral  custom  of  the  Speaker  announcing 
the  motives  which  led  to  certain  results.' 
There  was  one  expression  in  the  mitigated 
motion  of  his  noble .  friend,  which  ho 
thought  exceedingly  severe,  where  it  is* 
staled,  that  the  speech  should  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent,  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  or '  elsewhere,'  &c.  Now, 
ho  would  desire  the  noble  lord  to  reflect 
whaC  construction  would  be  put  on  this,  if 
it  were  entered  on  the  Journals  and  read 
in  a  distant  age.  Would  it  not  be  inferred 
from  this,  that  the  Speaker  of  that  day 
was  some  courtier-like  sycophant  who» 
not  content  with  the  access  which,  as 
bpeaker  of  the  House,  he  had  to  the 
throne,  sought  for  other  opportunities  to 
poison  the  royal  ear  ?  The  conscious  in« 
tegrity  of  the  present  Speaker  prevented 
him  from  noticing  such  a  construction. 
But  if  this  was  not  intended,  what  was 
meant  by '  elsewhere'  ?  Tlie  speech  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  however  im* 
prudent  it  might  be  considered  by  some^ 
had  at  least  nothing  clandestine  in  it* 
Why,  then,  should  there  be  an  insinuatioit 
that  some  other  channel  was  had  recourse 
to  ?  If  this  was  intended,  it  ought  to  have 
been  fairly  stated  ;  if  not,  it  was  mischiev* 
ous  surplusage.  In  the  constant  usage  of 
parliament  there  would  be  found  such  ex* 
positions  as  those  which  the  present 
Speaker  had  used ;  and  he  thought  it  pe* 
culiarly  hard  to  visit  on  him  all  the  incon* 
veniences  of  such  a  practice.  It  was  im* 
possible  to  separate  bis  individual  honour 
and  character  from  the  consideration  of 
this  question.  The  speech  contained  net- 
thing  which,  looking  to  the  established 
practice  and  privileges  of  the  House, 
called  for  its  interference. 

Mr.  TUrnty  would  not  enter  at  anyr 
length  upon  the  question  now  before  the 
House,  after  the  admirable  and  able  sup* 
port  which  the  motion  had  received  from 
his  two  learned  friends ;  though  he  could 
not  prevail  on  himself  to  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  an  occasion  like  the  present ;  parti- 
cularly after  the  extraordinary  speech  of 
the  right  hpn.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  Many  things  had  surprised  him  in 
the  course  of  his  life;  but  nothing  had 
ever  more  surprised  him  than  that  all  tha^ 
eloquence  of  the  most  eloquent  of  the  247 
members  whose  motives  had  been  misre* 
presented  in  the  speech  addressed  to  th# 
throne  at  the  close  of  the  iut  sessioD, 
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should  be  employed  in  the  Tindication  of 
him  who  made  that  speech.  The  right  hon. 
gentieman  has  very  recently  (said  Mr.  T.) 
been  the  advocate  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
and  means,  it  would  appear,  to  be  so 
again;  and  how  he  should  now  be  the 
most  eloquent  of  your  champions.  Sir,  I 
am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for,  except 
from  a  general  disposition  in  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  defend  whatever  sa- 
Tours  of  power;  whether  in  the  chair  or 
'  elsewhere.'  The  whole  substancfe  of 
the  defence  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man amounted  to  this,  that  there  was 
a  discretion  vested  in  the  Speaker;  and 
that  the  present  Speaker  had  done  no 
more  in  representing  the  motives  which 
prevented  a  measure  from  being  adopted, 
than  many  other  Speakers  had  done  here- 
tofore when  a  question  had  been  carried. 
He  could  not  see  why  the  discretion  should 
be  exercised  in  a  matter  respecting  which 
there  could  exist  no  doubt,  and  not  in 
another  case  for  which  there  was  no  pre* 
cedent;  that  is,  he  could  see  no  difference 
in  the  question,  whether  the  measure,  the 
•object  of  the  speech  to  the  throne,  was 
adopted  or  rejected  by  the  House.  And 
yet  one  would  think  the  diflerence  was 
pretty  plain;  for  in  the  one  case  the 
Speaker  was  instructed  what  he  had  to 
state,  and  in  the  other  he  was  not.  (Hear, 
bear  !)  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
said  a  good  deal  about  the  inconsistency 
there  would  be  in  the  House  informing 
the  crown  in  one  session  of  parliament 
that  a  measure  was  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration by  them  in  the  next,  and  then 
afterwards  taking  no  notice  of  what  had 
been  done  with  that  measure,  whether  it 
bad  passed  or  not.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  reason  for  the  House  communi- 
cating, in  the  one  case,  and  not  commu- 
nicating in  the  other,  was  pretty  obvious. 
In  the  one  session,  they  wished  to  speak 
of  the  measure ;  and  in  the  next,  by  not 
passing  it  into  a  Bill,  they  wished  to  say 
nothing  about  it.  In  the  one  case,  the 
sentiments  of  the  House  were  embodied  in 
snbatantive  acts;  and  in  the  other  case, 
they  were  not  so  embodied.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  thought  proper  to 
advert  to  any  of  the  arguments  and  rea- 
sonings of  his  hon.  and  learned  friends, 
which  he  would  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  answering  ; .  but  he  had  laid  it 
down  imperatively,  that  the  Speaker 
was  vested 'with  a  discretionary  power, 
in  all  casel^  of  representing  to  the  crown 
,wbal  ha  coocaired   to  ba  tha  motif es 


which  guided  the  Hotise.  Other  Speakers, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion,  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House ;  and 
was  it  equitable  to  make  the  present  the 
subject  of  animadversion,  while  the  others 
were  suffered  to  pass  sub  sikiUio  f  Many 
Speakers,  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
had  even  gone  the  length  of  expatiating 
on  a  great  variety  of  topics,  and  high 
eulogiums  had  been  passed  on  the  elegant 
language  of  the  Speakers  of  former  times, 
as  well  as  the  present.  I,  for  my  part, 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  have  no  objection,  Sir,  to 
your  being  an  orator;  but  i  have  a  strong 
objection  to  your  being  an  historian.  I 
have  an  objection  to  your  taking  upon  you 
to  give  a  narrative  of  the  opinions  of  the 
House,  and  betraying  that  which  the 
House  did  not  want  to  communicate. 
Where  could  there  be  any  harm  in  mak- 
ing fine  speeches  ?  {Suppose  such  a  fine 
speech  as  had  been  let  off  to-night  had 
been  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  would  have  been  said,  to  be 
sure  this  is  an  extraordinary  Speaker;  he 
seems  a  great  orator,  but  he  js  not  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament. But  the  House  would  have  been 
scot  free.  Sir  Edward  Turner  made  fine 
speeches  too,  and  dealt  in  more  flowers 
than  even  the  ri(;ht  hon.  gentleman— ha 
made  use  of  fine  hombasiic  expressions, 
like  those  of  ancient  Pistul.  These  might, 
to  some,  seem  no  great  proof  of  his  taste  : 
but  still  they  were  harmless,  in  so  far  as 
the  House  was  concerned.  The  question 
was  not,  whether  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion  the  Speaker  had  acted  impro- 
perly ;  but  whether  he  had  exercised  a 
discretion  which  was  not  vested  in  him. 
There  could  be  no  oljection  to  his  avail- 
ing himself  of  those  cases  where  he  could 
advantageously  display  his  eloquence  ;  but 
he  (Mr.  T.)  and  all  of  the  247  gentlemen 
who  voted  along  with  him,  must  necessa- 
rily feel  that  they  were  held  up  to  public 
notice  by  Mr.  Speaker:  first,  in  a  way 
which  was  not  correct ;  and  next,  on  an 
occasion  when  he  bad  no  right  to  do  so. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  however  eager 
to  defend  the  Speaker,  did  not  seem  to  sit 
very  easy  under  his  speech;  and  several 
of  those  who  defended  him  that  night,  bad 
lamented  that  it  contained  certain  expres- 
sions, and  particularly  those  by  which  the 
Bill  was  held  up  as  calculated  to  overturn 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  constitution. 
According  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  it 
would  be  better  at  qnce  to  take  from  the 
Speaker  .th?  discretionary  powar  tested  iu 
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him.  He  (Mr.  T.)  wanted  him  to  be  just 
as  other  Speakers — and  was  there  any 
thing  unreasonable  in  this  ?  The  objec- 
tion taken  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  words «  or  elsewhere'  in  the  motion  of 
his  noble  friend,  be  woald  shortly  advert 
to. — The  right  hon.  gentleman,  notwith- 
standing his  professions,  had  not  dealt 
very  candidly  with  his  noble  friend,  when 
he  stated  that  those  words  pretty  broadly 
insinuated,  that  the  Speaker  was  a  time- 
serving sycophant.  For  his  part,  he  cer- 
tainly meant  no  such  thing;  and  if  the 
expressions  alluded  to  conveyed  any  such 
meaning,  for  God's  sake  let  them  be  ex- 
punged. When  he  had  said  this»in  answer 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  had  taken 
notice,  not  in  point  of  length,  but  in  point 
nf  substance,  of  all  that  he  had  argued.— 
He  had  said,  there  was  a  discretion  vested 
in  the  Speaker,  of  taking  notice  of  all  mea- 
sures vhich  passed:  and  therefore  there 
was  the  same  discretion  with  respect  to 
all  measures  which  did  not  pass.  When 
a  Bill  was  passed,  it  spoke  for  itself.  But 
if  this  discretion  was  to  be  considered  as 
vested  in  the  Speaker,  of  adverting  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons  must  be  a  party 
njan.  There  would  be  an  end  to  every 
thing  like  a  Speaker,  for  a  length  of  years, 
by  whose  experience  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  House 
they  could  derive  advice  and  instruction; 
for  no  administration  could  go  on  without 
a  Speaker  favourably  disposed  to  them. 
A  measure  had  lately  passed  into  a  law, 
for  the  acceleration,  as  it  was  said,  of  the 
payment  of  rhe  national  debt.  Suppose  a 
Speaker  unfavourably  disposed  to  this 
measure,  why,  in  opposition  to  it,  he 
might  avail  himself  of  this  discretion  ta 
say  to  the  throne,  this  measure  will  not 
accelerate,  as  it  purposes,  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt ;  for  it  supposes  a  loan 
of  28  millions,  whereas  this  year  40  mil- 
lions have  been  borrowed. — He  (Mr.  T.) 
had  proposed  a  committee  to  enquire, 
whether  faith  had  been  kept  with  the  na- 
tional creditors — hut  this  proposal  was  re- 
jected. What  a  flourish  would  have  been 
made  on  that  circumstance  ?  It  would 
have  been  said,  that  they  refused  even  to 
enquire  whether  the  measure  was  consis- 
tent with  the  public  faith  or  not.  There 
was  not  a  single  measure  on  which  a  gloss 
coold  not  be  thrown,  which  would  not  go 
tQ  destroy  all  the  credit  that  ministers  na- 
tnraily  looked  to.  The  Speaker  must 
therefore  be   either  a   creatare    of  the 


crown,  or  the  tool  of  a  party»  if  he  were* 
vested  with  a  discretion  to  say  all  to  him 
that  seems  good,  on  all  measures  in  time  to 
come.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  said,  that  the  Speaker 
knew,  as  Speaker,  what  had  been  done  in 
the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Bill,  as  well  as  any  other  member 
of  that  House  could  know.  This  he  (Mr* 
Tierney)  denied.  Mr.  Speaker  mast 
communicate  with  the  member  for  the 
university  of  Oxford  before  be  coold  bavo 
any  such  knowledge.  If  he  fMr.  Tier- 
ney) at  any  time  towards  the  end  of  the  last 
session,  in  speaking  upon  the  Catholic 
Bill,  had  represented  it  as  a  Bill  which  had 
been  thrown  out  of  that  House,  and  had 
been  called  to  order  for  so  saying,  must 
not  Mr.  Speaker  have  decided  that  he  had 
been  justly  called  to  order  ?  Then  it 
would  appear,  that  what  it  would-  have 
been  objectionable,  and  deserving  of  cen- 
sure, in  him  (Mr.  Tierney)  to  have  at- 
tempted to  state  in  that  House,  during  vay 
part  of  the  latter  period  of  the  session, 
the  Speaker  might,  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, without  the  smallest  impropriety, 
communicate  to  the  King,  and  to  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  at  the  bar  of 
that  other  House.  It  was  on  the  motion 
of  the  member  for  the  university  of  Ox- 
ford, in  the  commiMee  upon  the  Catholic 
Bill,  that  the  clause,  in  consequence  of 
the  loss  of  which  the  friends  of  the  mea- 
sure thought  it  unnecessary  to  press  it  far- 
ther, was  expunged.  That  right  hon. 
gentleman,  undoubtedly,  could  not  then 
have  known,  that  the  majority  of  four, 
which,  if  it  had  been  carried  in  the  House, 
must  have  been  reduced  to  three,  by  tb« 
right  hon.  gentleman  being  in  the  chair, 
had  been  procured  by  most  extraordinary 
iiiflaence  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  If 
that  extraordinary  influence  had  not  been 
used,  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  and  his  friends 
should  have  been  in  the  majority  instead 
of  the  minority.  But  it  was  said,  that  the 
Speaker  must  have  made  some  communi- 
cation to  the  throne  on  the  subject  of  this 
Bill ;  an  address  having  been  in  the  for- 
mer session  presented  to  the  sovereign,  by 
which  the  House  of  Commons  declared 
that  they  would,  in  the  course  of  the  then 
next  session  of  parliament,  proceed  to 
take  the' situation  of  our  Roman  Catholic 
brethren  into  consideration.  Suppose, 
however,  that  nothmg  had  been  done  by 
the  Commons  on  that  subject  during  tbo 
whole  of  that  session  of  parliament,  woold 
Mr.  Speaker  have  felt  it  to  be  bis  dutyt 
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at  the  conclusion  of  the  session,  to  inform 
the  King  that  they  had  abstained  fVoro  in* 
t«rfering  in  the  matter,  because,  in  so 
doing,  they  must  have  been  guilty  of 
something  subversive  of  the  constitution  ? 
This  was  a  communication  which,  he  ap- 
prehended, Mr.  Speaker  would  not  have 
fcit  himself  called  on  to  make :  yet,  in 
this  he  would  have  done  less  harm,  than 
that  which  the  speech  he  had  actually 
made  was  calculated  to  produce ;  as  by 
It,  no  fewer  than  247  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  had  been  denounced 
as  subverters  of  the  constitution.  The 
mischief  did  not  end  here.  The  Speech 
of  the  Speaker  had  gone  forth  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  noble 
firiend's  notice  of  the  present  motion, 
the  committee  appointed  by  a  body  of 
60, WOO  persons  who  had  petitioned  against 
the  Catholic  claims,  finding  their  advocate 
to  be  in  jeopardy,  met,  and  passed  reso- 
lutions thanking  the  Speaker  fpr  his  speech 
in  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  more  particularly  for  havidg,  in  his 
address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  given  due 
effect  to  the  vote  of  that  committee,  by 
proclaiming  it  at  the  bar.  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  This  meetii^g  also  resolved,  that 
these  resolutions  should  be  fairly  copied 
out  on  vellum,  and  be  presented  to  the 
Speaker.  He  (Mr.  Tterney),  however, 
could  not  believe  that  the  Speaker  would 
consent  to  keep  in  his  possession  a  sheet 
of  vellum  which  had  for  its  object  to  vilify 
247  nf  the  members,  by  whose  votes  he 
had  been  elected  into  the  office  of  Speaker 
of  that  House.  If  the  Bill  which  had 
come  from  the  Lords,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  duke  of  Norfolk's  3ill,  had  been 
thrown  out  in  this  House,  would  the 
Speaker  have  assigned  the  same  reason 
for  the  rejection  of  that  Bill  ^  He  Urould  | 
'  noty  because  that  would  have  been  to  in- 
sult the  other  House  of  Parliament*  And 
why  be  more  afraid  of  them  than  of  this^ 
House  ?  The  Speaker,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  session  of  parliament,  put 
in  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
liberty  of  speech,  and  that  all  their  pro- 
ceedings might  receive  a  favourable  con* 
itroction.  How  hard,  then,  was  it  upon 
them,  that  be  who  acted  as  their  mouth, 
and  prayed  for  a  favourable  construction 
on  their  proceedings,  should  himself  put 
on  the  actions  of  so  large  a  body  of  them 
the  most  unfavourable  construction.  Be- 
cause two  lines  had  been  struck  out  of  a 
Bill  which  had  been  introduced  into  that 
House,  the  supporters  of  the  measure  were 


represented  as  intending  something  sub- 
versive of  the  constitution.  Such  a  charge 
would  not  have  been  suffered,  coming 
from  the  crown,  or  from  the  other  House  ; 
and  should  the  House  suffer  it  from  its 
own  Speaker  ?  He  (Mr.  Tierney)  wished 
for  nothing  severe ;  he  only  wished  for 
security  against  the  future,  that  the 
Speaker  might  not  again  denounce  the 
members  of  that  House  as  subverters  of 
the  constitution ;  and  then  he  would  have 
no  occasion  for  sheets  of  vellum,  such  as 
that  to  which  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  had  just 
alluded,  with  which  to  adorn  the  walls  of 
his  house. 

General  Mathew  said,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  observed,  that  not 
one  person  had  supported  the  amendment 
of  the  member  for  Bedford ;  but  he  assured 
the  House,  that  he  entirely  approved  and 
meant  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Bathurst  defended  the  Speaker.  He 
did  not  feel  that  any  of  the  observations, 
applied  to  the  Speaker's  conduct,  had  any 
weight.  It  was  said  by  a  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  that  a  Speaker  may  be  eloquent, 
but  he  must  not  be  an  historian.  In  what 
^respect  had  he  been  giving  any  history 
(hat  was  not  well  known  to  the  people  of 
Bngland  ?  A  great  question  had  been 
discussed  ;  and  it  was  known  Ihat  part  of 
the  members  of  that  House  took  one  side, 
and  part  the  other.  Then  it  was  said, 
that  the  way  in  which  it  had  been  men- 
tioned at  (he  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
was  disgraceful  to  part  of  the  Commons, 
and  that  it  cast  obloquy  on  the  supporters 
of  the  Catholic  claims.  Every  man  in 
the  country  knew  that  question  had  been 
negatived ;  and  what  the  Speaker  said 
did  not  divulge  any  secret,  neither  could 
it  prevent  the  question  from  being  again 
brought  forward.  It  had  been  urged, 
that  the  proceeding,  if  allowed,  would 
prevent  the  right  of  petitioning.  Mr.  Ba- 
thurst, however,  could  not  see  that  it  would 
be  the  least  impediment  to  that  right. 
The  authorities  quoted  did  not  apply. 
The  speech  was  no  more  a  censure  on  the 
Catholics,  than  a  Bill  framed  to  correct 
abases  would  be  a  censure  on  the  persons 
committing  those  abuses.  It  was  merely 
stating,  that  the  body  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  feeling  what  they  conceived 
due  to  ProtestantJL  had  not  consented  to 
this  measure.  Then  it  was  said,  the 
Speaker  made  his  speech  as  a  private 
member,  and  not  under  the  direction  of 
the  House.  The  statement  that  he  made 
had  appeared  on  the  Journals  of  the  House. 
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Diil  it  not  appear  on  the  Votes  ?  The 
Bill  was  not  -thrown  oot,  it  is  trae  (said 
Mr.  Bathuret),  nor  Hoes  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  state  that  it  was:  he  merely 
says^  we  have  not  thought  proper  to  pass 
it.  When  he  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  had  a  right  to  say  the 
Bill  was  not  passed.  A  Speaker  placed 
before  the  throne  had  stated  facts  which 
he  had  a  discretionary  power  to  commu* 
nicate.  He  had  truly  stated,  that  a  mea* 
sure  of  this  nature  did  not  pass.  The  co« 
loUr  which  he  gave  to  the  proceeding 
would  have  been  given  by  the  majority  of 
the  House,  had  they  delivered  their  senti- 
ments on  the  subject.  It  was  usual  to 
give  notice  of  the  nature  of  any  motion 
for  a  vote,  of  censure  to  the  party  princi- 
pally affected.  This  he  understood  had 
been  done  by  the  noble  lord  ;  but  of  the 
amendment  and  outrageous  censure  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment,  and  of  the 
amendment,  he  appiehended  that  he  had 
had  no  notice.  This  he  could  not  consider  to 
be  fair  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Dis- 
approving both  of  the  motion  and  amend- 
ment, he  should^  in  the  first  instance,  vote 
that  the  words  of  the  motion  should  stand, 
in  order  to  ihrow  out  the  amendment. 
He  should  afterwards  put  a  negative  on 
the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  explanation,  said  he 
had  ni»t  intentionally  thrown  any  imputa- 
tion. He  had  moved  the  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  recording  his  opinion  on 
the  Journals;  but  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  press  the  House  to  a  division  on  it. 

L'>rd  Morpeth  said,  that  after  the  very 
able  and  powerful  support  which  had  been 
given  to  the  proposition  that  he  had  the  ho- 
nour  of  submitting  to  the  House,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to  say  one  word  in 
reply.  His  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) in  his  zeal  to  rescue  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (the  Speaker)  from  a  possible, 
had  fixed  a  real  imputation  upon  him. 
The  word '  elsewhere,'  which  is  to  be  found 
in  his  motion,  had  been  supposed  to  imply, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  a  syco- 
phant and  courtier  might  gain  access  to 
the  throne.  The  truth  is,  that  the  expres- 
sion '  elsewhere'  had  been  taken  from  a 
precedent,  which  did  not  perhaps  apply 
to  the  present  case,  and  therefore  might 
be  wholly  omitted ;  bnt  if  such  were  his 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he 
should  have  framed  a  very  different  mo- 
tion, and  should  have  avowed  bis  opinion 
without  reienre ;  tnd  this  he  conceived  to 


be  a  sufficient  answer  to  an  obserration  of 
an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes),  who  said 
that  a  motion  of  direct  censure  woeld 
have  been  more  manly  and  dignified.  His 
great  object  had  been  to  endeavour  to 
assert  the  privilege  of  the  House,^  and  he 
wished  to  assert  it  in  a  manner  the  least 
personally  offensive  to  the  right  hon.  gea* 
tleman. 

The  House  divided  on  the  original  mo- 
tion—Ayes 106;  Noes  274;  Majority 
against  lord  Morpeth's  motion  168. 

The  Resolution  of  Mr*  Bankes  was 
afterwards  carried.  ' 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday^  April  25. 

Colonial  Offices  Bill.]  Mr.  Brog- 
den  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  on  the  Bill  to  amend  an  Act 
of  the  22d  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
intituled,  *'  An  Act  to  prevent  the  grant- 
ing, in  future,  any  patent  office  to  be 
exercised  in  any  colony  or  plantation, 
now  or  at  any  time  hereafter  belonging  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  for  any  lunger 
term  than  during  such  time  as  the  grantee 
thereof,  or  person  appointed  thereto,  shall 
discharge  the  duty  thereof  in  person,  and 
behave  well  therein;"  the  amendments 
which  they  had  made  to  the  Bill ;  and  the 
amendments  were  read,  and,  with  wm 
amendment  to  one  of  them,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill,  with  Uie 
amendments,  be  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

GovBaNOR  AiNSLiB.]  Sir  Henry  MUd' 
may  said,  that  in  consequence  of  some 
statements  which  had  appeared  in  the 
pohKc  papers,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  en* 
quire  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Goulburn).  wheiher  any  memo* 
rial  had  been  received  by  his  Majesty's 
government  from  the  free  people  of  co- 
lour in  the  island  of  Ghrenada,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  governor  Ainslie,  who  had 
been  governor  of  that  island,  but  who  had 
since  been  removed  to  the  situation  of  go- 
vernor of  Dominica  ?  He  was  also  desiroos 
of  knowing  whether  his  Majesty's  g<^ 
vernment  were  aware  that  a  proclamation 
had  been  issued  by  governor  Aioslie/ 
threatening,  if  the  slaves  who  had  run 
away  from  their  masters  did  not  return, 
that  he  would  oitler  the  soldiery  to  de- 
stroy their  women  and  children  ? 

Mr.  QcMmn  answered,  that  his  Me- 
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jesty's  ministers  having  received  some  in- 
formation respecting  the  memorial  of  the 
free  people  ot  colour  in  the  island  of  Gre- 
nada, he  had,  wiih  the  concurrence  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  department 
to  which  he  was  attached,  written  a  letter 
to  governor  Ainslie,  to  require  an  expla- 
nation of  the  transaction  :  in  answer  to 
which,  the  governor  had  transmitted  the 
memorial  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
together  with  documents  illustrative  of 
the  circumstances  as  they  had  occurred. 
He  (Mr.  Goulhurn)  at  a  subsequent  period 
saw  the  paragraph  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  respecting  the  proclamation  al- 
leged to  have  been  issued  by  general 
Ainslie,  and  had  written  to  require  an  ex- 
planation on  that  subject  also,  but  had 
not  yet  received  an  answer. 

Sir  Henry  MUdmay  wished  to  know  if 
these  were  the  only  steps  taken  by  his 
Majesty's  government  upon  this  sub- 
ject ? 

Mr.  Goulburn  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  6rst  topic  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, a  full  enquiry  had  taken  place;  the 
result  of  which  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tion to  produce,  if  required  by  the  House. 

Sir  H.  MUdmay  begged  to  be  informed, 
.  whether  governor  Ainslie  was  removed  to 
the  island  of  Dominica,  after  or  previous 
to  the  information  received  in  this  country, 
respecting  the  proclamation  of  which  be 
had  spoken  ? 

Mr.  Goulburn  replied,  that  the  ap- 
pointment had  taken  place  antecedent  to 
any  mention  of  the  proclamation  in  this 
country. 

Sir  //.  MUdmay  then  moved.  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copy 
of  memorial  of  the  free  people  of  colour  in 
the  island  of  Grenada,  respecting  governor 
Ainslie,  and  all  other  papers  relating 
thereto.— Ord  ered. 

Corn  Laws.]  Lord  Archibald  Hamil- 
ton presented  a  Petition  from  the  chamber 
of  commerce,  ai  Glasgow,  against  any  al- 
teration in  the  Corn  Laws.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Sir  Henry  Parnell  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  Queen's  county  in  Ireland,  pray- 
ing that  the  Corn  Laws  might  be  amended. 

Lord  A.  HamiUcn  took  this  opportunity 
of  asking  the  hon.  baronet  to  explain  what 
was  the  course  which  he  meant  to  pursue 
in  his  intended  proposition^  with  regard  to 
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an  alteration  in  the  Corn  Laws ;  and  whe- 
ther the  measure  he  had  in  contemplation 
had  not  resulted  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee which  sat  on  this  subject  in  the  last 
session  ? 

Sir  IL  Parnell  said,  that  in  pursuance  of 
his  notice,  he  intended  to  move,  that  the 
House  should  resolve  into  a  committee,  to 
take  the  Corn  Laws  into  consideration.  If 
the  House  acceded  to  this  motion,  he 
should  propose  a  series  of  resolutions, 
^containing  the  alterations  which  he  had 
in  view;  and  if  these  resolutions  were 
agreed  to,  he  should  then  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill,  founded  upon  them. 
These  resolutions  he  had  already  prepared. 
They  were  essentially  dififererit  from  those 
which  he  proposed  in  the  last  year,  in 
consequence  of  the  alterations  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  prices  of  grain.  The 
average  importation  price  he  should  fix  at 
a  sum  which  would  not  interfere  with  the 
present  price  of  grain  or  bread.  In  answer 
to  the  question,  as  to  whether  the  pro- 
ceeding in  question  bad  originated  with 
the  select  committee  which  had  sat  last 
year,  he  would  answer  in  the  affirmative  ; 
but  he  would  add,  that  it  altogether  dif- 
fered from  the  recommendations  of  that 
committee. 

The  Petition  presented  by  the  hon. 
baronet  was  then  brought  up,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Droits  of  Admiralty.]  Mr.  Bennett 
observed,  that  on  a  former  night,  in  answer 
to  a  question  which  he  put  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  he  was  told,  that 
39,000/.  had  been  advanced  out  of  the 
Droits  of  the  Admiralty,  by  way  of 
loan,  towards  paying  off  the  debts  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent;  he 
was  now  desirous  of « knowing,  whether 
any  part  of  the  230,000/.  which  had  been 
advanced  out  of  those  Droits  towards  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Civil  List,  had  been  devoted 
in  the  same  manner  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfi/te  Exchequer  answered, ' 
that  no  part  of  the  loan  granted  from  the 
fund  alluded  to  by  the  boo.  gentleman  to 
the  Civil  List,  had  been  applied  in  the 
manner  which  he  suggested ;  as  the  ac* 
counts  on  the  table  would  prove. 

Mr.  Le  Marchant  and  the  Fraud 
ON  THE  Stock  Exchange.]  Mr.  Browne 
took  occasion  to  ask,  whether^  ministers 
had  taken,  or  meant  to  take,  any  proceed- 
ing in  consequence  of  a  cettain  pablica*^ 
tion  which  bad  recently  appeared  witk 
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respect  to  Mr.  Le  Marcbant,  whose  name 
was  introduced  in  the  course  of  the  .dis> 
cussion  upon  the  Colopial  Offices  Regula- 
tion Bill.  Upon  the  character  of  the 
transaction  with  which  Mr.  Le  Marchant's 
name  was  connected  in  the  publication  al- 
luded to,  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  express  any  opinion;  but  he 
Mi  it  his  duty  to  inquire,  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  send  out  Mr. 
Le  Marchant  to  occupy  the  important 
office  of  Secretary  at  Antigua,  under  the 
stigma  which  this  publication  attached  to 
his  character  ? 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  that  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  publication  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  member,  it  was  intimated  to  Mr. 
Le  Marchant  that  he  was  not  to  leave 
town  until  enquiry  was  made  upon  the 
subject. 

The  Bank  Restriction  Act.]  Mr. 
Tiemey  thought  it  could  not  be  deemed 
premature  to  inquire,  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  when  the  definitive 
treaty  should  ))e  signed,  what  course  it 
was  proposed  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the 
restriction  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank. 
According  to  the  existing  law,  that  restric- 
tion would  cease  six  months  after  the  con- 
clusion of  peace.  Now  he  wished  to 
know,  whether  it  was  intended  to  propose 
a  further  continuance  of  the  restriction* 
and  previously  to  submit  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared 
his  inability  to  answer  what  he  considered 
a  string- oif  premature  questions.  It  was 
impossible  fur  him  to  state  when  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace  would  be  signed ; 
and  he  was  quite  unable  to  state,  at  pre- 
sent, what  course  on  that  event  it  would 
be  advisable  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the 
period  of  restraining  the  payment  of  cash 
by  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Tiemey  disclaimed  the  desire  of 
pressing  any  thing  prematurely  upon  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  but  as  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  was  not  likely  to  be  signed 
until  a  late  period  of  the  session,  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  inquire  how  it  was  meant  to 
proceed  with  respect  to  the  Bank  ?  Whe- 
ther by  atx)nce  bringing  forward  a  Bill  to 
continue  the  restriction  beyond  the  period 
of  six  months,  or  previously  submitting  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  to  the  consideration  of 
a  select  committee  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  answer  that 
qiMilioo. 


Petition  of  Mr.  Duncan.]  Lord  A. 
Hamilton  presented  a  Petition  of  Andrew 
Duncan,  printer  to  the  university  of  Glas- 
gow ;  setting  forth,  "  that  certain  printers 
in  London  have  lately  presented  to  the 
House  a  petition,  the  prayer  of  which  is 
to  withdraw  from  him  and  from  the  other 
University  printers  rights  and  privileges 
secured  to  them  by  law ;  and  the  tendency 
of  which  is  to  impress  upon  parliament 
and  the  public  the  belief  that  the  Scottish 
university  printers,  and  especially  the 
petitioner,  have  been  guilty  of  abusing 
their  privileges,  and  thereby,  besides  doing 
injury  to  the  London  printing  trade,  they 
have  defrauded  the  revenue,  both  by  the 
unwarrantable  extension  of  their  privileges, 
far  beyond  the  intention  of  the  legislature, 
and  by  claiming  and  obtaining  On  the  es« 
portation  of  their  books  a  second  payment 
of  duties,  of  which  they  had  previously 
received  the  draw-back;  and  that  the 
petitioner,  having  been  particularly  al- 
luded to  in  the  petition  of  which  he  com- 
plains, feels  himself  called  upon  to  meet 
these  charges,  by  solemnly  denying  that 
he  has  ever  in  the  slightest  degree  trans- 
gressed either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the' 
law  ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
reject,  as  frivolous  and  groundless,  the 
complaints  of  the  'London  printers,  and 
siifier  him  and  the  other  University  prin- 
ters to  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
privilege  now  secured  to  them  by  law,  and 
the  proper  use  of  which  may  be  favourable 
to  the  advancement  of  learning  and  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country .'' 

On  the  motion  for  its  being  laid  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  petition  which  he  had  presented 
contained  a  charge  of  fraud  and  perjury 
againal  any  set  of  individuals  ;  nor  would 
'  he,  if  he  were  conscious  of  such  a  charge 
being  contained  in  a  petition,  be  the  in- 
strument of  presenting  it  to  the  House. 
The  petition  which  he  did  present  certainly 
contained  a  charge  against  the  printers  of 
the  university  of  Glasgow^  of  printing 
learned  books  to  an  extent  which  was  nut 
sanctioned  by  law.  This  was  all  he  re- 
collected the  petition  went  to ;  and  he 
had,  upon  reading  it,  discovered  nothing 
which  he  considered  improper.  In  pre- 
senting it,  however,  he  by  no  means 
pledged  himself  to  the  truth  of  its  allega- 
tions, and  bad  merely  done  that  duty 
which  he  felt  he  was  bound  to  perform. 
Upon  receiving  a  copy  of  the  petition  pre- 
sented that  night  by  the  noble  lord^  he 
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had  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  gentle- 
^Len  who  had  first  applied  to  him  :  and, 
having  done  so,  it  was  with  them  to  sup- 
port their  charge  in  the  best  manner  they 
could. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

CoEEUPTioN  OF  Blood.]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  sir  Samuel  Romilly,  the  House  re- 
solved into  a  committee  upon  the  Bill  to 
take  away  Corruption  of  Blood  in  the 
punishment  of  felony  or  treason. 

Mr.  Yorke  enforced  his  former  objec- 
tions to  the  general  principle  upon  which 
this  measure  was  grounded,  involving  as  it 
did  an  alteration  in  the  old  established  law 
of  the  country.  As  the  principle  was  ad- 
mitted, that  we  should  in  no  case  legislate 
de  HODO  without  necessity,  so  the  strongest 
grounds  of  necessity  should  be  adduced 
to  warrant  legislation  against  an  established 
system;  and  he  saw  no  grounds  for  the  very 
material  change  which  the  Bill  proposed. 
To  that  part  of  it  which  related  to  lower 
felonies,  his  objections  were  not  so  strong, 
although  he  could  not  help  considering  the 
change  as  disadvantageous.  But  to  the 
removal  of  t|ie  Corruption  of  Blood  from 
the  punishment  of  treason  and  murder,  he 
strongly  objected.  It  was  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  this  punishment  was  as  ancient 
as  the  law  of  England— as  any  of  those 
laws  which  established  the  security  of  pro- 
perty— as  ancient  as  the  law  which  settles 
the  succession  of  the  father's  estate  upon 
the  eldest  son— as  other  laws,  which  no 
rational  man  could  wish  to  alter.  But  in- 
dependently of  the  long  establishment  of 
this  law,  which  entitled  it  to  respectful 
consideration,  he  contended,  that  its  policy 
and  expediency  were  unquestionable,  be- 
cause it  provided  for  the  safety  of  society, 
by  providing  for  the  punishment  of  the 
greatest  crimes  by  which  society  could  be 
attacked.  The  value  and  importance  of 
this  part  of  our  law  was  indeed  established 
by  the  high  authority  of  lord  Coke,  from 
whom  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read  a 
long  extract,  in  support  of  his  o]>inion« 
The  right  hon.  gent  said,  he  would  ask,  was 
diere  any  reason  for  the  alteration  of  this 
part  of  x>ur  law,  which  was  not  a  technical 
formality,  but  a  substantial  and  constitu- 
tional feature  in  it  ?  Had  any  inconve- 
nience arisen  from  the  practice  of  the  law 
as  it  now  stood }  Oif  the  contrary,  would 
it  not  be  a  slur  on  his  present  Majesty's 
reign,  marked  throughout  by  the  mildness 
with  which  the  laws,  particularly  thoae  re* 
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lating  to  high  treason,  had  been  adminis^ 
tered,  to  repeal  this  statute  at  the  present 
time,  as  if  any  unjust  use  had  been  made 
of  it?  In  the  period  of  this  reign  the 
minds  of  men  had  been  shocked,  alarmed, 
and,  as  it  were«  set  adrift  by  three  dreadful 
events  which  had  threatened  the  disorgani- 
zation of  society  in  general,  and  the  des- 
truction of  this  country  in  particular  ;  the 
rebellion  of  America,  the  French  revolu- 
tion, and,  lastly,  the  rebellion  in  Ireland. 
Was  it  immediately  after  events  like  these, 
and  with  all  their  horrors  still  staring  us  in 
the  face,  that  any  prudent  man  would  pro- 
pose to  make  alterations  in  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  high  treason,  or  to  diminish  the  ter* 
rors  of  the  punishment  ?  Again,  when  we 
recollected  the  many  atrocious  and  bar- 
barous murders  lately  committed  in  the 
metropolis,  and  unexampled  in  any  former 
period,  could  we  consider  ourselves  as 
entering  upon  a  new  golden  age,  or  as 
living  here  in  Arcadia  ?  From  the  many 
evils  with  which  we  were  threatened  from 
our  superabundant  population  and  other 
fearful  causes,  we  ought  to  hesitate  ex- 
tremely before  we  admitted  any  considera- 
ble  relaxation  in  the  sanction  of  the  law, 
or  loosed  the  hold  on  the  actions  of  others, 
which,  as  all  writers  agreed,  the  principle 
of  regard  for  their  posterity,  whether 
vanity  or  a  better  feeling,  gave  us  over 
them.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
with  stating,  that  he  should  propose  to 
leave  out  of  the  Bill  the  words,  ''  or  trea« 
son,''  and  that  it  should  run  thus,  "  that  no 
attainder  of  felony,  not  extending  to  trea- 
son, petty  treason,  or  murder,  do  lead  to 
corruption  of  blood." 

Sir  Jame9  Mackintosh  said,  it  was  with 
unfeigned  regret  that  he  was  compelled  to 
dissent  fromtbe  reasoning  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  last  spoken.  It  was 
true,  he  admitted  with  him  the  antiquity  of 
the  present  law  ;  it  was  as  ancient  as  any 
other  of  our  laws  relating  to  high  treason  ; 
but  it  was  not  more  ancient  than  the  law 
enacting  the  infliction  of  ihe  peine  forte  ^ 
dure;  it  was  not  more  ancient  than  the 
statute  de  heretico  comburendo ;  it  was  not 
more  ancient  than  the  sentence  for  burn- 
ing women  convicted  of  petit  treason,  nor 
was  it  more  ancient  than  any  other  of 
those  disgraceful  and  oppressive  statutes 
which  formed  the  whole  of  the  feudal  sys- 
tem. It  was  asked,  what  necessity  there 
was  for  altering  the  law  in  this  respect  k 
He  would  answer,  the  same  neceasiiy  that 
there  was  for  repealing  the  law  for  the  in- 
fliction of  torturcj  for  the  borningof  women^ 
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or  ihe  barning  of  heretici-— the  necessity 
that  in  a  humane  and  enlightened  age  and 
country  the  laws  should  not  be  sallied,  the 
heart  hardened,  and  the  understanding  in* 
suited,  with  barbarous  and  absurd  enact- 
ments— a  necessity  the  loudest,  the  most 
imperious,  and  the  most  indisputable  of  all 
others.  The  spirit  of  mildness  and  huma- 
nity which  had  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  present  reign  he 
was  not  certainly  disposed  to  deny.  But 
what  was  the  inference  drawn  from  it  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  ?  Why,  that  they 
were  not  to  catch  any  part  of  that  spirit, 
that  they  were  not  to  embody  the  saqpe 
▼lews  and  principles  in  any  legisiati?e 
measure  ;  but  to  leave  the  code  of  English 
jurisprudence  branded  and  stained  as  it 
was  with  barbarous  ai:d  obsolete  anoma- 
lies. On  a  subject  so  trite  as  that  of  the 
laws  of  conBscating  property,  and  on 
which  so  much  ability  had  been  displayed 
in  that  House,  he  coold  have  been  con- 
tented not  to  have  offered  any  arguments, 
but  to  have  given  a  silent  vote ;  but  he 
wished  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this 
part  of  the  subject,  both  as  a  native  of 
Scotland  himself,  and  as  the  representa- 
tive of  a  respectable  body  of  Scottish 
freeholders.  The  majority  of  those  who 
heard  him  were  not  to  be  informed,  that 
the  punishment  of  corruption  of  blood 
was  unknown  lo  the  ancient  law  of  Scot- 
land, as  well  as  of  every  other  country  of 
Europe.  This  punishment  was  first  ex- 
tended to  Scotland  by  the  6th  of  queen 
Anne,  in  cases  of  high  treason;  but  the 
corruption  of  blood  for  felony  had  never 
been  introduced  into  Scotland;  and  in- 
deed he  (sir  James),  though  not  a  Scotch 
lawyer,  believed  that  the  term'  felony'  it- 
self did  not  exist  in  their  law.  And  here 
he  would  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  shortly  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  6th  of  queen  Anne  had  been 
passed,  as  they  were  related  by  that  very 
correct  and  honest  historian  (for  such  he 
appeared  to  him),  bishop  Burnet.  After 
the  law  was  passed,  a  proviso  was  brought 
in,  that  it  was  to  end  on  the  death  of  the 
Pretender.  In  consequence  of.  this  pro- 
viso, the  opposition  which  had  been  made 
to  extending  it  to  Scotland  ceased.  But 
it  only  ceased  in  consequence  of  the  addi- 
tion of  this  clause,  which  therefore  par- 
took of  the  sacredness  of  that  whole  ar- 
rangement. We  were  informed  by  bishop 
Bornet,  that  when  He  wished  to  propose 
she  repeal  of  the  confiscating  laws  in 
1716,  he  was  told  that  iuch  a  repeal 
(  VOL.  ILXVH. ) 


would  be  proper  in  good  times,  but  that 
circumstances  then  rendered  them  neces* 
sary :  and  by  whom  was  he  told  so  ?  By 
lord  Somers  and  lord  Cowper,  who  were 
at  that  time  the  lights  and  ornaments  of 
their  country.  Ine  circumstance  which 
in  their  minds  must  have  weig^hed  against 
the  immediate  repeal  of  these  laws  was 
the  French  invasion  of  Scotland  the  pre- 
ceding year  (1715)  in  favour  of  the  Pre* 
tender ;  so  that  it  appeared  to  them,  who 
were  the  framers  and  supporters  of  this 
very  Bill,  that  any  extension  of  it  beyond 
a  period  of  imminent  danger  and  alarm 
was  a  violation  of  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  brought  in.  In  1743,  half  a  cen* 
tury  after  its  first  introduction,  lord  Hardp 
wicke  had  made  a  declaration  to  the  saoae 
effect,  when  he  restricted  the  necessity  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Bill  to  the  Preten<- 
der's  life-time :  and  it  appeared  from  the 
debates  of  that  period  (lately  published),* 
as  well  as  from  the  preamble  of  the  Bill 
itself,  that  it  was  only  intended  to  meet 
the  pressure  of  circumstancest  and  waa 
regarded  as  a  rigorous  and  violent  mea- 
sure, unworthy  of  '*  good  timea."  From 
the  year  1709  to  the  year  1799  he  stood 
on  the  authority  of  the  greatest  lawyers 
and  statesmen  that  this  country  had  pro- 
duced, that  the  Bill  was  to  be  considered 
as  a  temporary  and  accidental  expedienly 
and  not  as  a  necessary  and  fundamenlal 
part  of  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  the 
making  it  general  and  unconditional  in 
1799  was  the  real  innovation;  for,  that  if 
an  innovation  which  alters  the  existing 
law.  That  innovation,  however,  had  been 
introduced  in  times  of  danger,  and  discord^ 
and  civil  war ;  and  did  not  therefore  afford 
any  precedent  or  any  apology  for  its  con- 
tinuance in  the  present  circumstances.  It 
had  been  asked,  why  his  learned  and  hon. 
friend  had  not  extended  his  proposed  al- 
teration of  the  law  to  forfeiture,  as  weU  as 
corruption  of  blood.  Indeed,  it  bad  been 
objected  to  his  learned  and  hon.  friend 
generally,  that  he  was  too  much  a  reformer 
in  detail,  too  minute,  and  cautious,  and  fear- 
ful. He  thought  that  this  objection  was  in  it- 
self a  singular  one;  and  besides,  with  respect 
to  the  particular  instance^  there  was  this 
difference  between  the  law  of  forfeiture 
and  the  corruption  of  blood,  that  the  for- 
mer was  common  to  us  with  other  coun- 
tries ;  but  the  latter  peculiar  to  ourselves, 
and  "was  therefore  proved  by  general  ex- 
perience not  to  be  essential  to  the  secu- 

*  S«e  Pari.  History,  Vol.  1 3,  p.  701. 
(2M) 


631]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

rity  and  preservation  of  n  state.  For  him- 
self, he  held  both  in  cqaal  (he  would  not 
say  disapprobation»but)  abhorrence.  With 
respect  to  the  corruption  of  blood,  he 
would  say,  that  if  any  Anti-Utopian  phi- 
losopher were  to  sit  down  to  contrive  a 
,1aw  which  was  to  realize,  not  the  greatest 
possible  good,  but  the  greatest  aggrava- 
tion of  folly  and  injustice,  he  could  not 
invent  any  thing  mbre  preposterous  than 
the  present  law  on  that  subject.  For  it 
was  a  law,  not  to  inflict  a  direct  and 
'  heavy  punishment  on  the  offender,  and  a 
remote  and  contingent  one  on  his  poste- 
rity, but  to  inflict  very  often  a  serious 
and  certain  punishment  on  the  innocent, 
and  either  a  very  slight  one  or  none  at  all 
on  the  guilty.  To  suppose  that  a  law, 
like  that  under  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  would  have  the  effect  of  de- 
terring a  man  from  the  commission  of  a 
crime  ;  to  imagine  that  this  law,  through 
which  a  person  unborn  might,  some  fifty 
chr  a  hundred  years  after  the  criroinars  de- 
cease,  miss  an  estate  which  he  might 
otherwise  have  gained,  was  to  entertain 
an  expectation  nK)re  wild  and  extrava- 
gant than  had  ever  been  dreamt  by  the 
wildest  sophists  while  forming  visionary 
schemes  of  government.  No  stronger 
case  was  necessary  to  shew  the  impro- 
priety of  continuing  this  law,  than  one 
which  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Plunkett)  had  brought  forward; 
where,  through  corruption  of  blood,  an 
estate  was  lost  to  the  children  of  an  officer 
in  bis  Majesty's  army,  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  in 
which  his  relation  was  concerned.  This 
hardship  had  been  endured,  to  maintain 
the  beautiful  theory,  that  the  corrupted 
blood  of  a  traitor  could  not  be  a  channel 
for  the  transmission  of  any  property.  For 
this,  the  children  of  an  officer  who  had 
devoted  his  life  to  the  cause  of  loyalty 
were  to  be  made  beggars ;  as  if  it  were 
not  enough  that  their  unfortunate  parent 
should  draw  his  sword  against  his  kins- 
man^ and  probably  be  placed  in  the  dis- 
tressing situation  of  unconsciously  depriv- 
ing his  relation  of  life.  Could  it  be 
thought  that  it  was  no  hardship  for  the 
children  of  such  an  officer  to  go  on  their 
knees  to  beg  that  bread,  which,  but  for 
this  law^  they  might  have  claimed  as  their 
right.  He  did  not  wish  to  asperse  those 
through  whom  the  bounty  of  the  crown 
was  exerted  ;  but  he  should  despise  that 
man  who  did  not  feel  it  a  degradation  to 
be  compelled  to  implore  that  bounty.  To 
be  placed  in  this  situation,  was  revolting 
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to  the  pride  of  an  Englishman — to  those 
feelings  which  had  made  this  country 
what  it  now  is,  aild  what,  he  trusted  in 
God,  it  would  ever  remain.  The  limita- 
tions which  had  been  set  to  the  operation 
'of  this  law,  proved  that  it  had  been  consi^- 
dered  as  an  innovation  on  the  established 
system.  It  had  been  condemned  by  lord 
Somer^i  in  1708,  by  lord  Hardwicke  in 
1744';  and  a  time  more  favourable  for  its 
repeal  than  th^  present,  could  never 
be  expected  to  arrive.  At  a  period  when, 
as  had  truly  been  said,  all  were  united  in 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  those  stu- 
pendous events  which  had  assured '  our 
safety  and  repose,  it  would  be  well  that 
they  should  proceed  to  abrogate  the  an* 
cient  severity  of  those  laws  which  might 
be  relaxed«-to  r-^move  the  brand  and 
remnant  of  civil  convulsion— to  do  away 
that  miserable  absurdity,  which  only 
served  to  furnish  a  subject  for  invective 
and  criticism  to  4hose  who  opened  our 
statute  book  in  order  to  abuse  it.  He 
concluded,  by  pronouncing  an  animated 
eulogy  on  the  conduct  of  the  emperor 
Alexander;  and  expressing  a  hope,  that 
the  happy  change  effected  through  his 
firmness,  would  be  productive  of  impor- 
tant domestic  reforms,  affording  as  it  did 
the  fairest  opportunity  for  attaining  them. 
The  Solicuor  General  (Mr.  Serjeant 
Shepherd)  began  by  denying  the  assump- 
tion of  the  last  speaker,  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature  in  I7i>9,  with  re- 
spect to  the  corruption  of  blood,  was  aii 
innovation ;  and  contended,  that  it  was 
rather  a  restoration  of  the  law  as  it  existed 
previously  to  1708.  Admitting  also  that 
the  account  of  the  learned  and  eloquent 
member  was  accurate,  so  far  as  it  regard- 
ed the  application  of  the  law  to  Scotland, 
it  by  no  means  followed,  that  the  eminent 
authorities  he  had  cited,  who  condemned 
the  corruption  of  blood  as  extending  to 
that  country,  condemned  it  also  as  apply- 
ing to  England;  for  if  they  did,  it  was 
Very  singular,  that  in  the  reign  of  George 
2,  they  should  have  extended  its  term  of 
operation.  But,  it  had  been  said,  this  was 
done  because  the  same  reason  then  existed 
for  it  as  in  1708;  viz.  that  it  should  con- 
tinue in  force  as  long  as  the  descendants 
of  the  Pretender  were  living ;  it  was  mar- 
vellous, however,  if  all  this  were  correct, 
that  iu  1799,  when  the  last  descendant  of 
the  Pretender  was  dead,''^  no, one  found 
out  that  the  principle  of  the  law  was  an 

—  ■  I.IWIltl  ■■ 

*   The  learned  member  teems  not  to 
have  been  historically  correct  in  this  part 
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inDOVation.      In  fact,  it  was  no  innova- 
tion ;  it  had  been  a  Qompromise  between 
the  parties  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne; 
and  it  was  fit  that  it  should  be  restored  to 
its  ancient  form  when  the  reasons  for  that 
compromise    no    longer    subsisted.      He 
thought    the  antiquity   of  a   law   was  a 
strong  argument  why  any  proposed  alte- 
ration of  it  shf»uld  be  well  and  maturely 
considered.     The  general   law  of  corrup- 
tion of  blood  had  been  recognized  time 
after  time  by  a  variety  of  acts  of  parlia- 
ment,   wherein  new   felonies   had    been 
created,  and  from  which   the  penalty  of 
corruption  of  blood   had  been  expressly 
excepted  ;    thus  confirming  it  as  efFectu- 
ally,  and  almost  with  equal  force,  as  if 
re-enacted.     He  hoped  the  House  would 
pause,  therefore,  before  they  consented  to 
any  alteration  of  a  punishment  which  was 
founded  in  the  principle  of  common  law, 
was  recognized  by  Magna  Charta,    and 
over  and  over  again  by  repeated  acts  of 
parliament.     Corruption  of  blood,  as  far 
as  it  related  to  treason,  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion, 'ought  not  to  be  taken  away, 
because  its  operation  upon  the  affections 
and  sympathies  of  men  was  such  as  might 
have  the  effect  of  deterring  them  from  the 
commission  of  enormous  and    desperate 
crimes;  and  though  he  should  prefer  that 
the  obligations  of  moral  duty  might  alone 
be  sufficient  to  curb  the  licentiousness  of 
vice ;  yet,  as  they  well  knew  that  such 
obligations  were  not  always  effective,  he, 
for  one,  felt  no  objection  in  making  the 
best  affections  of  our  nature  controul  its 
worst  passions.     It  was  well  in  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  to  quote  the  case 
relative  to  the  officer's  family  :  but  would 
it  be  wise  in  the  Hoase  to  allow  general 
measures  to  be  altered,  because  particu- 
lar cases  of  hardship  were  to  be  found  ? 
This  must  be  the   more   felt,  when,   in 
cases  like  that  referred  to,  the  crown  had 
always,  in  modern  times,  interfered  to  do 
the    sufferers  justice.      But   the  learned 
gentleman  wished  the  law  of  forfeiture,  as 
well  as  that  of  corruption  of  blood,  to  be 
done  away.  He  (Mr.  Solicitor  Gen.)  wished 
to  know  at  once,  to  what  length  he  would 
propose  to  go,  that  he  might  see  how  far  he 
meant  to  change  the  present  system.   Ii  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  corruption  of  bloody  as 
founded  on  the  coinmon  law,  and  acted 
upon  in  modern  times,  ought  to  continue. 
The  crown  of  late  years  had  not  inter- 

of  hit  argument ;  as  cardinal  York  did  not 
die  before  1807. 


fered,  but  to  benefit  the  family  of  the  cri- 
minal, and  to  save  them  from  that  danger 
to  which  they  had  been  left  exposed  but 
for  the  existence  of  this  very  law.  He 
wished  it  therefore  to  continue  over  the 
criminal  m  tcrrorcm,  and  to  protect  in  par- 
ticular cases  his  family  by  escheat. 

Sir   S.  HomUly  acknowledged,  that  he' 
felt  at  the  same  time  great  concern  and 
great  satisfaction.      He  was  sorry,  from 
the  speech  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
to  find  that  he  was  to  have  him  as  an  op- 
ponent in  the  present  measure;  but  the 
liberal,  candid,  and  moderate  manner  in 
which  he  had  exhibited  that  opposition, 
though  it  was  no  more  than  what,  from  the 
habitual  suavity  and  amenity  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  he  might  have  expected* 
could  not  hut  give  him  the  highest  satis* 
faction.      He  had  hoped,   however,  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  would  have 
given  bis  reasons  much    more  at    large, 
why  it  was  his  wish,  or  why  he  thought  it 
necessary,  to  retain  this  punishmetU.     He 
could  not  but  be  surprised  that  his  bon. 
and  learned  friend,  or  any  other  person, 
could    be    desirous  to   retain   a  practice 
which  was  a  disgrace  to  our  laws;  while 
at  the  same  lime  it  was  in  reality  no  pu- 
nishment whatever,  if  the  criminal  chose 
to  make  a  will  before  he  was  found  guilty. 
He  was   sorry  that    he  could   not  coin- 
cide in  opinion  with  the  hon.  gentleman; 
because,    though    convinced    that    high 
treason  was  an -offence  of  greater  enor* 
mity  that  murder,  and  ought  to  be  more 
severely  punished ;    yet,  he  was  equally 
convinced   that  corruption  of  blood  was 
unfit  for  any  punishment.      In  the   first 
place,  it  fell  upon  the  innocent,  and  not 
upon  the  guilty  ;    and  in  the  next  place, 
it  depended  upon  the  will  of  an  individual, 
whether  it  should  have  any  operation  or 
not*    If  a  person  died  intestate,  and  the 
heir  could  not  make  out  his  pedigree,  but 
through   the  blood  of  one  tainted  with 
felony,  then  the  law  would  take  its  course  ; 
but  if  the  estate  or  property  was  devised^ 
there  existed- no  power  in  the  law  to  pre* 
vent  its  transmission.     And  w&s  that  fit 
for  a  punishment?     If  this,  however,  was 
the   law   of  the  land,  vihy   did    not   his 
hon.  friend  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  it  ge- 
neral ?    It  was  not  so  at  present.     Corrupt 
tion  of  blood  was  not  known  in  any  part 
of  the  county  of  Kent.     Were  murders  to 
be  indulged  and  tolerated  there  as  a  privi- 
lege ?     And  that  was  an  argument  against 
the  antiquity  of  the  law ;  for  the  ancient 
law  of  the  land  was  the  law  of  the  county 
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of  Kent,  vis.  the  law  of  gavel-kind.  What 
signified,  however,  the  antiquity  of  a  law  ? 
The  question  to  be  considered  was,  whe- 
ther it  was  fit  for  its  purpose,  whether  it 
was  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  man* 
ners  and  society,  and  not  whether  it  was 
enacted  by  one  set  of  barbarians  or  ano- 
•  ther.  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  had  disap- 
proved of  it.  In  the  last  chapter  of  his 
Commentaries,  when  speaking  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  had  flowed  from  the  Re- 
volution, among  others  he  had  mentioned 
this,  *'  that  it  opened  a  prospect,  that 
corruption  of  blood  would  be  entirely 
done  away  by  one  general  and  undistin- 
goishing  law.''  He  enlarged  on  the 
craelty  and  injustice  of  this  statute ;  he 
had  no  wish  to  change  the  general  system 
of  the  criminal  laws;  but  where  he  thought 
they  might  be  altered  for  the  better,  he 
•hoold  continue  to  oiler  those  suggestions 
which  he  thought  would  be  of  service. 
No  time  could  be  fitter  for  working  such 
reforms  than  the  present.  Europe  had 
long  enough  given  her  attention  to  scenes 
of  carnage  and  desolation.  A.  bright 
prospect  now  opened  before  her.  It  had 
been  said,  by  the  greatest  poet,  perhaps, 
of  which  this  or  any  other  country  could 
boast,  that 

" Peace 

"^as  victories  not  less  renown'd  than  war ;" 

and  at  many  such  triumphs  he  hoped  to 
be  present  in  that  House.  There  it  was 
his  hope  that  victories  would  be  gained, 
for  which  shouts  of  exultation  would  as- 
Oend  to  Heaven,  uninterrupted  by  the 
jjg^Oans  of  the  dying,  and  the  lamenta- 
tions over  the  dead.  Anoong  writers  on 
the  subject  in  other  countries,  he  had  met 
with  only  one  who  said  any  thing  in  favour 
of  the  doctrine.  It  was  a  French  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Tournelle,  who  was 
allowed  to  be  not  only  a  man  of  learning 
in  his  profession,  but  of  very  extensive 
acquirements  in  general  literature.  The 
ftiode  in  which  he  pvTt  it  was,  he  believed, 
as  fol  lows : — "  //  faui  ptrccr  le  caur  du  pere 
par  le  sem  dufils;"  which  was  more  of 
the  nature  of  a  dictum  of  his  own  fancy, 
than  partaking  of  any  sound  principle  of 
reason  or  argument.  The  learned  gentle* 
ittan  had  said,  the  power  of  the  crown 
had  not  been  harshly  exercised  in  modern 
tilnes.  In  one  innance  he  (sir  Samuel 
Komilly)  thought  it  had,  in  the  case 
which  he  had  mentioned  when  bringing 
the  subject  forward^  and  which  he  would 
now  repeat.  He  then  re-stated  the  case 
of  a  Woman  of  the  name  of  Elizabeth 
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Wisdom,  who  had  been  found  goilty  of 
murder  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1747.  Ati 
estate*  to  which  she  many  years  afterwards 
became  entitled,  (for  she  had  by  some  tneana 
obtained  her  pardon)  had  been  purchased 
by  a  gentleman  (a  Mr.  North)  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  had  been  held  by  hiin 
as  such  bond  fide  purchase.  Withih  a 
short  time,  the  son  of  this  woman  claimed 
the  estate;  and  the  conviction  for  murder, 
and  consequent  corruption  of  blood,  was 
pleaded  in  bar  of  the  claim  :  on  which 
the  woman,  who  is  still  living,  though  at 
a  very  advanced  age,  turned  informer, 
and  apprised  the  government  of  the  right 
of  escheat.  Government  had  proceeded 
at  law  to  recover  it,  and  most  expensive 
proceedings  were  now  heaped  upon  the 
man  who  had  given  a  fair  and  valuable 
price  for  it. 

The  SoUcitor  General  said,  that  Mr. 
North,  the  person  who  purchased  the 
estate  in  the  case  mentioned  by  hil  learn* 
ed  friend,  had  done  so,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  title  possessed  by  the 
party  with  whom  he  made  the  bargain. 
The  son  of  the  woman,  he  believed,  com^^ 
roitted  the  murder ;. and  the  woman  her<^ 
self  had  some  claim  on  the  estate.  Of  Whieh 
Mr.  North  had  full  kifowledg^  at  th« 
time  he  made  the  purchase.  Whett  she 
stated  her  claim,  it  was  set  up,  in  oppos?-*  < 
tion  to  her,  by  the  purchaser,  that  she  codld 
not  prosecute  it,  in  a  court  of  justice,  as 
the  estate  had  been  forfeited  by  the  commia* 
sionof  the  crime  of  murder.  The  crown, 
in  consequence,  interfered,  and  claihsed 
the  property,  as  an  escheat,  to  prevent  it 
from  being  withheld  from  the  descendants 
of  the  woman.  This  was  an  act,  not  of 
oppression,  hot  of  justice. 

Sir  S,  Romifly  said,  he  believed  hitf 
learned  friend  bad  been  miarinfornled. 
The  woman  herself,  not  her  son,  had  been 
convicted  of  murder;  and,  on  the  other 
points,  his  statement  appeared  to  be  equal- 
ly incorrect.  This  he  (sir  S.  Romilly) 
could  positively  assert,  that  not  OM  of  ib^ 
circumstances  mentioned  by  his  learned 
friend  appeared  in  the  progress  6f  th^ 
case — they  were  kept  profoundly  secret. 
Of  this  he  could  speak,  as  a  wrtnei»  of 
the  proceedings.  The  estate  had  passed 
through  a  variety  of  hands  since  the 
year  1747,  withoat  any  claim  whatet^ 
having  been  advanced. 

Sir  James  Mackmiash  said,  that  2t  Wlii  of 
little  consequence  which  of  the  statements 
was  the  correct  one ;  either  way  the  tn^ 
fereoce  was  decidedly  against  the  priitlci* 
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pie  which  the  learned  gentleman  (the 
Solicitor  General)  kopportM.  It  certainly 
yaried  the  person  by  whom  the  abuse  was 
practised  ;  but  still  it  shewed,  that  it  was 
a  principle  which  was  employed  abusively 
or  fraudulently  by  one  party  or  the  other, 
either  by  the  purchaser  or  the  woman,  and 
was,  thelrefore,  liable  to  misapplication  on 
future  occasions.  It  also  proved,  that 
unless  the  property,  in  a  case  of  forfeiture, 
became  an  escheat  of  the  crown,  there  was 
no  remedy  whatever.  This  doctrine,  of 
the  corruption  of  blood,  was  founded,  it 
was  said,  on  ancient  and  modern  authority. 
The  ancient  authority  was  pointed  out  m 
the  following  passage  in  a  letter  from 
Cicero  to  Brutus — *'  Nee  yero  me  fugit 
qoam  sit  acerbam  parentum  tcelera  filio* 
rum  poenis  lui ;  sed  hoc  praeclar^  legiboa 
comparatum  est,  ut  caritas  liberorom  ami- 
ciores  parentes  reipublica;  redderet^' 
With  respect  to  this  authority,  however, 
it  was  to  be  observed,  that  the  most  learned 
writers  and  critics  declared  the  letter, 
from  which  it  was  extracted,  to  be  spurious 
and  surreptitious.  The  modern  authority 
was,  Mr.  Yorke's  Considerations  on  the 
Law  of  Forfeiture,  which  was  opposed  by 
no  less  a  lawyer  than  judge  Blackstone. 

Mr.  Yotke  said  a  few  words  in  defence 
of  the  principles  he  had  before  laid  down. 

Mr.  Preston  pointed  out  various  hardships 
that  arose  from  the  corruption  of  blood. 
Amongthese  he  particularly  dweltupon  the 
circumstance,  that  children  born  before  cor- 
ruption of  blood  was  taken  away  by  pardon 
could  not  inherit  from  their  father,  while 
those  who  were  born  aflerwards  could. 

Mr.  Lockkart  supported  the  amendment. 
The  arprument  of  tne  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Yorke),  founded  on  the  antiquity  of 
the  law,  so  far  back  as  the  Norman  con- 
quest, remained  untouched.  It  had  been 
asked,  why  had  the  writ  De  Comburendo 
Hasretico,  and  the  punishment  <  Peine  fbrte 
et  dure'  been  done  away  ?  But  the  cor- 
ruption of  blood  was  very  different  This, 
however,  was  the  only  answer  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  received,  except  the 
case  of  the  woman  convicted  of  murder  at 
Oxford  in  1747,  which  was  one  of  those 
mTraculout  occurrences  that  could  very 
seldom  happen.  Part  of  the  argument  of 
those  who  supported  the  Bill,  he  conceived 
to  be  just.  He  did'  not  think  that  the 
midnight  assassin  would  be  prevented  from 
committing  murder,  through  the  fear  that 
bit  family  would  suffer.  But,  with  respect 
to  high  treason,  he  thousht  such  a  result 
Wit  to  be  expected.    Would  not  men  of 


high  minds,  of  strong  passiona,  and  of 
lofty  ambition,  be  deterred  from  embark- 
ing in  treasonable  schemes,  when  thtj 
reflected  on  the  ignominy  which  it  would 
stamp  on  their  descendants — when  they 
considered  the  yZo/rif,  as  the  French  termed 
it,  by  which  it  would  mark  their  posterity  r 
To  men  of  this  description  it  would  act  as 
a  preventive  of  the  crime;  it  would  incite 
them  to  pause  before  they  committed  it. 
But  he  did  not  think  corruption  of  blood 
should  be  visited  on  minor  offences^and 
such  waa  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Black« 
stone,  who,  in  speaking  on  the  penalties  of 
high  treason  being  extended  to  coining, 
observes — "  This  confounds  the  distinctioti 
and  proportion  of  ofience^ ;  and,  by  affix* 
ing  the  same  ideas  of  guilt  upon  the  man 
who  coins  a  leaden  gro^t,  and  him  who 
assassinates  his  sovereign,  takes  off  frodi 
that  horror  Which  ought  td  attend  the  very 
mention  of  the  crime  of  high  treason,  and 
makes  it  more  familiar  to  the  subject" 
He  was  willing  to  alter  the  law,  as  it  re* 
spected  other  crimes,  but  not  with  refer* 
ence  to  high  treason. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  Amendment 47 

Against  it 52 

Majority — \5 

Mr.  Yorke  proposed  as  an  amendment, 
"  That  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  should 
not  extend  to  high  treason,''  which  was 
carried  without  a  division.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  next  moved,  <*  That  petty 
treason  should  also  be  exempted  from  ita 
provisions." 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn,  Mr.  Preston,  and  Mr. 
W.  Smyth,  opposed   the   motion,  which  ^ 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr. 
Bathurst. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  the  other 
clauses  agreed  to,  and  the  report  wat 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday. 

High  Treason  Punishment  Bill.^ 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  the  above  Bill, 

On  the  reading  of  that  clause,  by  which 
the  punishment  was  simply  restricted  to 
hanging ; 

Mr.  Yorke  moved,  *'  That  after  the 
words, '  and  there  be  hanged,'  the  words, 
'  and  then  be  beheaded,'  should  be  in- 
serted.'' He  allowed,  that  the  punishment 
was  very  shocking,  and  very  horrible ;  but 
if  it  were  altered,  it  would  be  less  severe, 
than  it  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  effect  would 
be  proportionably  weaker^  as  it  respected 
the  prevention  ot  crime. 
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Sir  S.  Romilly  would  not  take  the  sense 
of  the  committee  on  the  amendment, 
although  he  by  no  means  approved  of  it. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  exposing  to 
public  view  the  mangled  remains  of  a  cri- 
minal could  have  any  good  effect.  Men 
could  not  be  accustoiiied  to  look  on  such 
horrid  sights  without  becoming  hardened 
and  insensible. 

Mr.  Whithread  observed,  that  although 
his  learned  friend  did  not  mean  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  amendment, 
yet  he  could  not  help  expressing  the  dis- 
gust he  felt  at  the  wording  of  the  clause 
they  had  just  heard  read.  It  was  too 
horrid,  he  thought,  not  to  disgust  every 
gentleman  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  when  they  were  making 
laws  for  the  infliction  of  punishment,  they 
must,  necessarily,  use  those  words  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  so  much  disliked.  Il 
seemed,  however,  most  extraordinary, 
when  measures  of  this  kind  Were  under 
consideration,  that  gentlemen  should  feel 
all  the  pity  for  those  culprits  whom  the 
^  enactments  meant  to  curb  and  controul ; 
and  none  at  all  for  the  evils  which  the 
public  might  sufi'er,  if  they  were  not  in 
existence.  In  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a 
successful  treason,  where  war  was  levied 
Within  the  realm,  what  evils  would  the 
public  he  subjected  to  ?  How  many  houses 
would  be  burned— how  many  murders 
perpetrated— how  many  rapes  committed  ! 
These  circumstances  were  all,  it  appeared, 
forgotten,  in  commiseration  of  the  cri- 
minals. 

Sir  S.  Romilly  was  surprised  that  (he 
righ(  hon.  gentleman,  as  he  was  so  much 
attached  to  the  ancient  system,  did  not 
contend  for  the  propriety  of  embowelling 
a  man  alive.  When  he  assented  to  the 
necessity  of  disgusting  exhibitions,  why 
did  he  not  propose  that?  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  spoken,  as  if  he  and  his 
friends  alone  had  any  care  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  state.  (Hear,  hear,  from 
the  Treasury  benches.)  The  sentiment 
seemed  to  be  cheered,  as  if  it  were  a  just 
CDC !— That  sentiment,  however,  which 
appeared  to  be  leveHcd  against  him,  he 
would  repel.  In  every  attempt  he  had 
made,  his  object  was,  to  prevent  the  com- 
mission of  crime,  not  to  accelerate  it.  But 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  condemned 
l^imself.  Upon  his  own  principle,  he  had 
heen  unmindful  of  the  public  safety,  since 
he  had  agreed  to  some  of  the  alterations  in 
the  criminal  law. 
Mr.  Yorke  did  not  think  that  his  obser- 
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vations  deserved  such  severe  animadver- 
sion. What  he  said  was  called  for,  he 
conceived,  by  the  statement  6f  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread) ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly never  meant  to  insinuate,  that  the 
learned  gentleman  or  any  other  individual 
harboured  a  wish  to  protect  criminals  at 
the  expence  of  justice.  He  gave  the 
learned  gentleman  credit  for  the  purity  of 
his  motives,  and  trusted  that  he  would  act 
with  equal  liberality.  He  was  extremely 
sorry  that  on  this  subject  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  a  gentleman  whose 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  whose 
general  abilities^  were  entitled  to  the 
highest  respect. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  never  wished  to 
protect  traitors  or  treason;    but  still,  he 
repeated,  he  could  not  hear  without  horror 
the  wording  of  the  clause  just  read.    The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  often  expressed 
his  readiness  to  assist  in  a  revision  of  the 
laws;   but,  when  he  came  to  work,  his 
assistance  was  found  to  be  of  a  very  limited 
nature.     It  was  a  most  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, in  the  present  da}^  that  there 
was  no  gentleman  who  wanted  to  obtain  a 
correct  opinion  on  a  point  of  law,  however 
complicated,  and  how  dear  soever  the  in^ 
terests  which  it  involved,  who  would  not 
cheerfully  appeal  to  his  learned   friend, 
whose  theoretical  knowledge  was  fortified 
and  sustained  by  the  greatest  experience : 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  put  his  estate,  his 
character,  his  life,  into  the  hands  of  his 
learned  friend ;  and  yet,  when  he  proposed 
to  alter  that  law  of  which  he  was  the  best 
judge  in  the  kingdom,  he  was  regarded 
with  jealousy  and  suspicion — he  was  looked 
upon  as  a  man  who  wished  to  do  mischief 
to  the  coimtry.    His  labours  bad  not,  how- 
ever, been   entirely  lost.     The  speeches 
which  he  delivered,  when  he  introduced 
his   different    alterations,   still   remained. 
Some  of  those  alterations  he  had  efl'ecied  ; 
and,  if  his  life  were  spared,  he  would  per- 
severe  in  bringing  forward  the  remainder. 
But  still,  he  had  comparatively  laboured 
in  vain — for  he  was  unceasingly  opposed 
by  those  who  best  knew  his  merits  ! — 1  he 
right  hon.  gentleman  said,  those  who  sup- 
ported the  Bill  wished  to  lessen  the  punish- 
ment for  high  treason,  by  which  the  pub- 
lic interests  would  be  endangered.     And 
what  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself 
propose  ?     To  leave  the  dead  body  to  the 
disposal  of  the  king ! — ^To  have  the  head 
cut  off,  after  the  criminal  was.  hanged ! — 
Such  scenes  as  these  were  not  fit  to  be 
beheld.    Well  did  his  learned  friend  say. 
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that  men  could  not  gaze  on  them  with  im* 
ponity !— The  principle  was  exactly  the 
same  as  that  which  taught  the  police, 
when  the  dreadful  murders  were  committed 
some  time  ago,  to  carry  the  dead  body  of 
the  suicide,  accompanied  by  the  instru- 
ments with  which  he  committed  the  bloody 
deeds,  through  the  city,  in  triumph,  to 
appease,  as  it  ^as  said,  the  fears  of  the 
people !  This  was  a  most  impolitic  pro- 
ceeding—-and  appeared  to  him,  like  the 
provisions  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, was  so  much  attached,  as  injudicious 
as  it  was  disgusting. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  he  had  proposed  no- 
thing. He  only  endeavoured  to  preserve 
that  which  constituted  a  part  of  the  an- 
cient law  of  treason. 

Mr.  Bathurst  argued,  that  the  punish- 
ment of  treason  operated,  by  the  horror 
which  was  attached  to  it,  to  prevent  the 
commission  of  the  crime.  The  giving  up 
the  bodies  of  murderers  for  dissection  was 
equally  horrible,  yet  no  complaint  was 
made  against  that  award  of  the  law. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  said,  the  objection  to 
decollation  did  not  arise  from  any  wish  to 
lessen  the  punishment,  but  from  a  desire  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  spectacles  which 
tended  to  destroy  every  vestige  of  feeling 
in  the  breasts  of  those  who  witnessed  them. 
As  to  the  giving  up  of  bodies  for  dissec- 
tion, it  was,  with  respect  to  the  study  of 
anatomy,  attended  with  good  effects. 

Mr.  IVkitbread  observed,  that  the  same 
Act  which  authorised  the  bodies  of  male- 
factors to  be  given  op  for  dissection,  also 
gave  a  discretionary  power  to  the  judge 
to  order  them  to  be  hung  in  chains.  The 
latter  custom  had.  however,  been  aban- 
doned for  years;  it  was  found  not  to  ope- 
rate in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  preven- 
tion of  crimes,  while  it  placed  before  the 
public  eye  the  most  disgusting  spectacles. 
The  dissection  of  bodies  had  not  that  ef- 
fect.*—The  public  were  not,  in  that  case, 
shocked  with  any  horrid  exhibition,  be- 
yond the  death  of  the  criminals. 

The  clause,  as  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to. — The  House  resumed,  and  the 
Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Friday. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Slpply,]  Mr.  Brogden  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Supply  the  following 
Resolutions,  which  were  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House  : 

K  Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
2B,125L  Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to 


his  Majesty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
the  Foundling  Hoispital  m  Dublin,  from 
the  5th  .  day  of  January  181 4  to  th# 
5th  day  of  January  1815. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  49,1 13/.. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  of  sup-* 
porting  the  House  of  Industry,  Hospital! 
and  Asylums  for  Industrious  Children  in 
Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
1814  to  the  5ihday  of  January  1815. 

S.  That  a  sum,  pot  exceeding  1^,160L 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
Hibernian  Society  for  Soldiers'  Children  at 
Dublin,  for  one  year,  ending  the  5th  days 
of  January  18 15. 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,697/.' 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
Hibernian  Marine  Society  in  Dublin,  for 
one  yeao  ending  the  5th  day  of  January 
1815. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,140/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
Female  Orphan  House  in  the  Circular 
Road,  Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
1814  to  the  5th  day  of  January  1815. 

6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  7,998/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, fur  defraying  the  expence  of  sup- 
porting the  Westmorland  Lock  Hospital 
in  Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
1814  to  the  5th  day  of  January  1815. 

7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3,070/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
Lying-in  Hospital  in  Dublin,  from  the  5th 
day  of  January  1814  to  the  5th  day  of 
January  18(5. 

8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,548/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  necessary 
to  be  incurred  by  the  commissioners  for 
building  sir  Patrick  Dun's  Hospital  at 
Dublin,  fur  the  year  ending  the  5th  day 
of  January  1815. 

9.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,418/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  of  Doctor 
Steevens's  Hospital  at  Dublin,  from  the 
5th  day  of  January  1814  to  the  5th  day  of 
January  1815. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5,000/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
House  of  Recovery  and  Fever  Hospital  in 
Cork-street,  Dublin,  for  the  maintaioing 
and  relieving  S,CiX)  patients,  from  the  5th 
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day  of  January  18 14  to  the  5th  day  of  Ja- 
nuary 1815. 

11.  That  a  sum^  not  exceeding  3,473/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma«> 
jesty,  for  defraying  the  expences  which 
may  be  incurred  by  the  Association  for 
dtscouhtenancing  Vice  and  promoting  the 

«  Knowledge  and  Practice  of  the  Christian 
Religion,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
1814  to  the  5tb  day  of  January  1815. 

12.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1 IG/.  55. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expences  of  the 
Green  Coat  Hospital  of  the  city  of  Cork, 

.  for  one  year,  commencing  the  5th  day  of 
January  181^. 
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Tuesday,  April  26. 

Gold  Coin  Bill.!  The  Earl  of  Liycr- 
pool  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Bank 
Restriction  or  Gold  Coin  Bill. 

Lord  Lauderdale  expected,  considering 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  that  the 
lioble  lord  would  have  stated  his  reasons 
for  proposing  this  continuation  of  the 
meiisure.  It  was  -a  subject  of  the  very 
highest  importance.  By  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stood,  the  Bank,  it  was  known, 
must  resume  payment,  in  cash,  m  six 
monlths  from  the  signature  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace.  Whatever  were  the  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  of  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  whether  gold  had  risen  in 
value  as  some  thought,  or  paper  bad 
fallen  as  others  thought,  he  presumed  all 
most  agree,  that  as  to  this  resumption  of 
payment  by  the  Bank,  there  must  be 
some  regulation.  This  would  be  a  matter 
for  very  serious  consideration,  even  if  the 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  had  been 
the  only  Bank  paper  in  circulation;  but 
when  it  was  considered,  that  there  were  no 
less  than  900  other  establishments  of  this 
description,  which  in  their  issues  of  paper 
naturally  looked  solely  to  their  own  in- 
terest, the  subject  must  appear  of  still 
Oiore  serious  importance.  When  this 
restriction  was  first  imposed,  the  matter 
had  been  investieated  by  parliamentary 
committees  ,*  and  when,  in  six  months 
after,  its  continuation  was  proposed,  the 
subject  was  again  submitted  to  the  investi- 
gation of  committees  of  parliament.  He 
hoped,  that  before  any  specific  measure 
should  be  proposed  on  the  svbject  undor 
the  present  circumstances,  a  similar  inves- 
tigation by  a  committee  of  one  or  both 
HoQsea  of  Parliament  woold  take  place. 
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He  also  expressed  his  hopes,  that  the  exe- 
cutive government  would,  at  an  early 
period,  bring  the  matter  forward,  and  not 
delay  it  til!  a  period  at  which  it  could  not 
be  considered  with  the  attention  that  its 
importance  demanded.  Something,  it  was 
obvious,  must  be  done  this  session;  and 
the  sooner  it  was  brought  under  considera- 
tion, the  better.  At  the  same  time,  it  was 
a  most  delicate  subject,  and  required  to  be 
touched  with  caution.  This  country  was 
in  a  most  extraordinary  state  in  regard  to 
its  circulation.  Other  countries  had  near- 
ly as  long  been  engaged  in  war,  and  yet 
had  continued  to  pay  in  cash.  But  he 
did  not  mean  at  this  time  to  enter  into  the 
subject  at  length;  and  even  if  he  were 
more  inclined  to  do  so  than  he  was,  he 
should  almost  have  been  deterred  from 
doing  so  by  the  state  of  the  attendance  : 
he  now  merely  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  ministers  to  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  to  state  his  opinions  as 
to  the  line  of  proceeding  which  they 
ought  to  adopt  in  relation  to  it.  It  must 
soon  come  before  their  lordships  in  a  more 
extended  shape  ;  and  till  that  opportuity, 
he  should  reserve  what  he  had  to  say  with 
respect  to  this  very  important  question. 

The  £arl  of  Liverpool  stated,  as  his  rea- 
son for  not  having  made  smy  observations 
on  the  subject  now,  that  he  understood  it  to 
be  the  opinion  on  all  sides,  that  they  must 
have  such  a  Bill  for  a  short  time  at  least. 
With  respect  to  the  general  question,  he 
admitted  that  it  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  one  which  most  be  touched 
with  great  delicacy.  The  situation  of  the 
country  with  regpard  to  its  circulating  me- 
dium was  certainly  one  in  which  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  perhaps  had  ever  before 
been  placed ;  but  without  these  deviationr 
from  the  ancient  principle,  the  great  ex- 
ertions which  bad  been  made  for  some 
time  past,  and  especially  the  exertions  of 
last  year,  could  not  have  beetn  niade.  He 
admitted,  however,  that  now  it  would  be 
proper,  as  soon  as  it  could  conveniently  be 
done,  to  revert  to  the  ancient  system,  or 
cather  to  the  principles  of  the  ancient  sys- 
tem, as  nearly  as  circumstances  would  al- 
low. The  attention  of  ministers  would,  of 
course,  be  turned  to  the  subject ;  and  the 
result  would  be  brought  forward  in  the 
manner  wiMch  might  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  answer  the  intended  object.  But 
in  the  mean  time,  he  apprehended  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  and 
of  continuing  the  present  arrangement. 
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till  some  other  could  be  more  maturely 
ftnil  deliberately  examined  and  discussed. 
The  Bi^lt  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Hellbston  Election  Bill.]  Earl 
Stankopt  proposed  the  first  reading  of 
this  Bill ;  as  there  were  some  petitions  to 
be  presented  against  it,  which  could  not 
be  received  before  the  first  reading.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  excellent ;  but 
as  to  its  propriety  in  the  particular  in- 
stance, from  ignorance  of  the  facts,  be 
was  unable  to  form  any  opinion.  The 
reason  why  he  took  part  in  the  Bill  was, 
to  shew  that  he  bad  no  hostility  to  it,  as  he 
bad  opposed  a  similar  one  in  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  was  then  thrown  out,  in  pur- 
'ffvance  of  an  excellent  maxim  of  their 
lordships,  never  to  proceed  on  evidence 
taken  by  the  Commons,  but  to  examine 
their  own  witnesses. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  6rst  time. 
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The. Fifth  of  Elizabeth.]  ^t.  Lock- 
hart  presented  a  Petition,  signed  by  up- 
wards of  7,000  masters  and  journeymen 
carpenters  and  joiners,  residing  in  various 
parts  of  England,  against  a  Petition  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  on  a  former 
occasion,  by  the  right  hon.  George  Rose, 
which  prayed  certain  alterations  in  the 
5th  of  Elizabeth,  materially  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  present  petitioners.  The 
petitioners  also  stated  their  conviction  of 
the  necessity  of  a  seven  years  apprentice- 
•hip,  in  all  trades  involving  art  and  mys- 
tery ;  and  that  soch  a  service  was  essen- 
tial to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of 
the  arts  and  roanufaciures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  hon.  gentleman  then  went  on 
to  state,  that  the  principles  by  which  the 
trade  of  the  carpenters  had  been  regulated 
were  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  their  interests  if  they  were 
altered  or  subverted ;  which,  they  con- 
ceived, would  be  th<f  case  if  the  5th  of 
Elisabeth  were  altered  in  the  way  pro- 
posed.— The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Dublin  Foundling  Hospital.!  Mr. 
Fed/ said,  the  object  of  the  Bill  which  he 
meant  to  introduce  was,  to  enable  the  go- 
vernors of  the  Foundling  Hospital  in 
Dublin  to  limit  the  reception  of  children 
into  that  Hospital  to  a  certain  time  of  the 
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year.  The  ground  upon  which  the  Bill 
was  introduced  was,  the  great  mortality 
that  occurred  from  bringing  infants  to  the 
Hospital  at  inclement  seasons  of  the  year* 
It  occurred,  that  in  one  year  infants  to  the 
number  of  160  were  rendered  incapable 
of  swallowing  from  the  badness  of  the 
season  at  which  they  were  brought  to  the 
Hospital.  His  object  was,  to  limit  their 
reception  to  a  certain  period  of  the  year. 
He  should  therefore  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  respecting  the  Foundling  Hospital  in 
Ireland. 

Sir  Mn  Newport  had  not  heard  of  the 
mortality  alluded  to  ;  but  he  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

Leave  was  then  ^iven  to  bring  in  the 
Bill.  It  was  read  a  ^rst  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thurs4ay 
next. 

Election  Expence  Bill.]  Mr,  Doug- 
las having  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  above  Bill, 

Mr.  Lockkart  rose  to  oppose  the  mea* 
sure  as  unnecessary,  and  likely  to  be  quite 
inoperative  to  its  professed  object ;  at  the 
same  time  that  it  would  be  productive  of 
many  inconveoiencies.  It  was  unnecessary, 
because  the  statutes  of  William  and  the  2nd 
of  Geo.  2,  already  made  sufficient  legisla* 
tive  provision  against  bribery,  by  prescrib* 
ing  that  the  candidate  should   forfeit  bis 
seat ;    and  also  that  the  giver  or  receiver 
of  any  bribe,  at  or  previous  to  an  election, 
should  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  500/. 
Now,  any  money  given  to  non-resident 
voters,  in  the  way  which  this  Bill  proposed 
to  prevent,  must  be  regarded  as  a  bribe* 
and  already  punishable  by  law;    and  if 
this  Uw  were  inefficient  to  guard  against 
the  evil|  vrhat  hope  could  be  enteriained 
from  the  bHI  before  the  House,  which  in 
fact  proposed  to  diminish  the  horror  of  tlie 
existing  law,  by  taking  away  the  penalty 
prescribed  by  the  2nd  of  George  2.     The 
inconvenieocies    which    the    Bill   would 
occasion,  the  learned  gentleman  endea- 
voured to  shew  by  referring  to  the  diffi- 
culty it  wotild  create  in  the  conveyance 
of  non-resident  voters    to  boroughs  and 
universities ;    but  why   this  difficulty,  if 
just,  should  not  be  extended  to  counties 
also,  he  could  not  conjecture.     He  was, 
however,  adverse  to  the  creation  of  the 
difficulty  at  all,  because  he  thought  that ' 
non-resident    voters   were  generally  less 
corrupt  than    those    resident;     and   that 
where  the  representation  of  boroughs  was 

(2N) 
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confined  to  the  latter,  they  often  had  40^. 
or  50/.  each  ;  the  borough  was  reduced, 
and  generally  fell  into  the  h&nds  of  some 
neighbouring  peer;  whilst,  on  the  contrary, 
non- resident  voters  served  to  preserve  an 
equilibrium ;  and,  generally,  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  borough  was  owing  to  them. 
This  Bill  would,  besides,  virtually  operate 
to  disfranchise  a  vast  number  of  non-resi- 
dent voters  who  could  not  afford  to  pay 
the  expence  of  carriage  to  the  election 
where  they  had  a  right  of  voting.  The 
House  then  only  had  a  choice  of  evils ; 
and  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  far  better 
to  fix  by  law  the  sum  that  should  be  al- 
lowed to  defray  the  travelling  expence  of 
every  rton-resident  voter,  than  to  adopt 
this  Bill.  After  a  variety  of  other  observ- 
ations upon  the  law  and  practice  of  elec- 
tion, in  the  course  of  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman recommended  the  repeal  of  the 
clause  in  the  Durham  Act,  by  which  those 
who  had  inchoate  right,  namely,  by  birth 
or  servitude,  were  exempted  from  the  ob- 
ligation of  being  one  year  invested  with 
he  right  of  voting  before  they  were  ad- 
missible to  vote ;  he  concluded  with 
moving,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith,  on  seconding 
the  amendment,  said  a  few  words  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G,  Rqsewd,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  House  ought  to  make  the  expences  of 
oat- voters  legal  or  illegal  by  enactment; 
for  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the 
•tatutes  of  William  and  George  2,  the 
committees  of  the  House  very  often  dif- 
fered on  the  subject.  The  uncertainty  of 
the  law  constituted  the  great  evil.  He 
thought,  however,  that  it  would  be  a  mat- 
ter of  great  difficulty  to  legalize  the  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed  to  out-voters  for 
their  loss  of  tioi^e ;  one  man  might  gain 
only  three  shillings  per  day,  while  another 
might  obtain  twenty  times  that  sum.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Lock- 
hart)  seemed  to  consider  non-resident 
voters  as  more  independent  than  those 
who  were  resident;  such,  however,  was 
Dot  his  opinion— non-resident  electors  were 
usually  collected  and  treated  expensively 
previously  to  a  general  election ;  they 
were  then  carried  to  their  borough  by 
tome  candidate ;  and  when  they  arrived 
there,  they  generally  sold  their  votes  to 
the  best  bidder.  (A  laugh.)  He  felt  obliged 
to  the  hon.  gentleman  for  the  Bill,  and 
should  vote  against  the  amendment.  With 
rtgin^'to  what  bad  been  ssud  of  giving 
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money  by  the  candidate  or  bis  friend,  he 
would  wish  to  draw  the  line  as  tight 
against  the  latter  as  the  former. 

Sir  John  Newport  was  convinced  of  the 
utility  of  the  Bill ;  and  thought  that,  so 
far  from  infringing  on  the  franchises  of 
particular  electors,  it  would  give  a  very 
proper  security  to  the  rights  and  franchisee 
of  the  real  bona  fide  electors.  Every  gen- 
tleman must  be  aware,  that  for  many 
months  previous  to  a  general  election, 
there  were  advertisements  in  the  news- 
papers inviting  non-resident  voters  to  as- 
semble at  different  public-houses,  where 
they  were  entertained,  and  often  kept  in  a 
state  of  constant  intoxication.  This  was 
a  practice  that  no  one  could  say  was  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  freedom  of  election. 
He  considered,  that  the  resident  electors- 
were  always  the  persons  most  competent 
to  judge  of  the  .interests  of  the  place  in 
which  they  resided,  and  the  most  likely 
to  form  a.  proper  choice  of  the  representa- 
tives. An  hon.  gentleman  had  suggested 
many  improvements,  which  might  pro* 
perly  form  the  basis  of  another  Bill ;  but  he 
had  often  observed,  that  it  was  the  practice 
of  those  who  opposed  themselves  to  refor- 
mations, to  suggest  other  things  which  ap- 
peared to  them  more  beneficiali  but  which, 
if  specifically  brought  forward,  they  would 
find  some  other  reasons  for  opposing*  If 
any  general  measure  was  proposed,  they 
opposed  it  on  account  of  its  generality ; 
but  if  a  specific  measure  was  proposed, 
then  the  objection  was,  that  it  was  in- 
complete from  not  being  sufficiently  ge- 
neral. 

Mr.  Martyatt  could  not  reconcile  his 
mind  to  such  an  innovation  as  this,  which 
went  practically  to  disfranchise  such  a 
considerable  body  of  electors.  It  was  no- 
torious, that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
non-resident  voters  were  not  able  to  pay 
their  own  expences  of  going  to  or  return- 
ing from  the  place  of  election.  If  (hose 
expences  were  not,  therefore,  allowed  them, 
they  would  be  virtually  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  their  franchises.  In  the  borough, 
that  he  represented  (Sandwich)  the  number 
of  voters  was  about  1,000,  and  more  than 
half  that  number  were  non-residents.  Th« 
number  of  non-resident  voters  was  perpe- 
tually increasing;  as  it  was  not  possible 
to  find  employment  in  the  town  for  the 
numbers  who  were  entitled  by  birth,  or 
otherwise,  to  their  freedom.  They  natu- 
rally went  to  other  places  to  seek  tor  em- 
ployment ;  but  he  never  could  admit  the 
principle   laid   down,  that  non*reiidfnts 
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were  less  able  to  judge  of  the  proper  can- 
didates to  vote  for«  than  the  resident  elec- 
tors.    He  conceived  that  the  mind   was 
enlarged  instead  of  narrowed,  by  mixing 
more  generally  with  the  world,  and  not 
being  confined  to  a  single  town.      The 
leading  questions  of  politics,  as   to  men 
and  measures,  might    be    fully   as  well 
understood  by  the  non*resident  voters.     In 
this   opinion    he    spoke   disinterestedly ; 
for  he  never  had  occasion  to  put  himself 
to  the  expence  of  bringing  in  any  voters 
that  did  not  live  in  the  immediate  district 
of  the  Cinque  Ports.     Committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons  had,  however,  always 
drawn  the   line  between    indemnity  and 
bribery.     The  courts  of  justice  admitted 
the  same  distinction  in  the  case  of  wit- 
nesses, Who  were  entitled  to  their  reason- 
able   travelling    expences,    before    they 
could  be  called  upon  to  give  their  testi- 
mony.    He  was  surprised   that  this  Bill 
did  not  extend  to  county  elections  also  ; 
as  it  was  notorious  that  more  money  had 
been  spent  in  bringing  down  out-voters  to 
the  election  for  the  county  of  York,  than 
for  all  the  boroughs  and  towns  in  the  king- 
dom.    He  objected  to  the  Bill  as  supply- 
ing a  remedy  where  the  evil  was  light, 
and  omitting  to  furnish  one  where  it  was 
heavy.     It  was  said,  laws  were  like  cob- 
webs— they  held  small  flies,  but  the  large 
ones   broke  through   them  and   escaped. 
This  might  with  justice  be  said  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  if  it  passed.     He  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  to  take  the  votes  of  electors 
at  their  places  of  residence;  and  if  such  a 
Bill  were  brought  forward  it  should  have 
his  hearty  support.     The  Bill  before  them 
he  should  vote  against,  for  he  considered 
it  as  an  attack  on  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  subject. 

Mr.  C\  W.  ff^nnwas  surprised  that  that 
should  be  considered  as  an  intasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  subject,  which  only  went  to 
give  force  and  vigour  to  the  existing  law. 
This  he  thought  would  be  its  efiect,  and 
therefore  it  had  bis  support.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  voters  ought  not  to  have 
their  expences  paid.  They  had  been 
compared  to  witnesses  on  a  trial ;  but  the 
comparison  would  not  hold,  and  he  was 
surprised  that  it  had  been  made.  A  wiu 
ness  came  forward  for  the  interest  of  one 
.of  the  parties.  Constitutionally,  an  elec- 
tor could  not  come  forward  for  the  interest 
of  a  candidate.  If  those  who  held  the 
elective  franchise  did  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  exercise  it  at  their  own  ex- 
.pence»  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  come 
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forward  at  all. ,  He  objected  to  fixing  a 
sum  for  a  voter's  remuneration.     It  was 
impossible  to  say  what  would  be  a  pro* 
per  compensation  for  the  time  alleged  to 
be  lost.     The  door  once  opened,  it  would 
lead  to  drunkenness,  and  every  species  of 
disorder;  and  many  of  the  electors  would 
only  think  of  selling  their  votes  to  those 
who  would   pay  best.     The  duration    of 
polls  was  a  matter  which  called  loudly  for 
the  interference  of  the  House,  because  in 
many   cases  it  was  a  serious   grievance ** 
There  were  instances  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  in  which  polls  had  been 
protracted  for  fifteen  days.     As  a  proof 
that  the  prevention  of  such  an  abuse  was 
easy,  he  stated  an  instance  in  an  election 
for  the  county  of  Essex,  when  5,000  voters 
were  polled  in  one  day.     To  return  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House;    he  had  heard  no 
valid    argtiment    urged   against    it.      He 
should  even  be  glad  if  a  Bill  were  intro^ 
duced,  by  which  it  should  be  enacted,  that 
no    freeman,  who  for   the    future  might 
obtain  the  election  franchise,  should  have 
any   right  to  exercise  it  until  he  had  re- 
sided for  a  certain  time  on  the  property 
from  which  he  obtained  the   right.     He 
trusted  that  the  Bill  would  be  committed  ; 
as  in  the  committee  the  House  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  minutely  its 
provisions. 

Mr.   Douglas  wished    to   say   a   few 
words  in  consequence  of  an   imputation 
(he  could    call   it    by  no    other    name) 
which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him 
by  an  hon.  gentleman,  with  some  injus- 
tice.    What  he  had  stated  was,  that  though 
the  measure  would  not  diminish  the  re- 
presentative body,  yet  it  certainly  would 
to  a  degree  alter  their  character.     How- 
ever anxious  he  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  real  right  of  electors,  it  would  not  be 
denied  that  whatever   right  they  might 
have    to    exercise   their  elective  duties, 
they  had   no  right  to  be  paid  for  the  ex- 
pences they  might  incur  for  the  purpose 
of  this  exercise.     It  was  not  his  wish  to 
palm  upon  the  House  any  theory  of  his 
own  which    might  militate  against  laws 
that  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  wisdom 
of  successive  generations.     On  the  whole, 
so  much  had  been  said  in  defence  of  the 
Bill,  that  he  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
trouble  the  House  any  further. 

Mr.  Luthingion,  without  meaning  to  im- 
pute any  ambiguity  to  the  laws  relating 
to  elections,  thought  it  would  be  admit- 
ted, that  the  decisions  of  election  com- 
mittees had   frequently  been  extremely 


551]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

complex.  In  his  opinion^  it'  woold  be 
practically  luore  beneficial  to  restrain  the 
payment  of  election  expences,  than  all  at 
once  to  endeavour  to  put  an  end  to  them  : 
and  on  this  principle  the  Bill  would  have 
been  better  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate 
election  expencfs/'  than  an  Act '  to  pre- 
vent/ as  the  title  now  stood.  He  merely 
suggested  this  to  the  hon.  proposer  of  the 
Bill ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  considered 
by  him. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monda}^ 
next. 

Clergy  Residence  BilC]  The  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
this  Bill,  and  Mr.  Wright's  petition  wis 
referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley  was  heard  at  con- 
siderable  length   against  the   Bill.     The 
learned  serjeant  contended,  that  if  it  were 
determined  to  pass  this  Bill  into  a  law, 
Mr.  Wright  conceived  himself  entitled  to 
l)ave  a  clause  introduced  into  the   Bill, 
ivbich  should  fully  and  completely  save 
him  harmless  from  all  costs  that  he  might 
have  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  ac- 
tions he  had  commenced.      He  was  in- 
Mructed  to  say,  that  Mr.  Wright  had  been 
grossly   calumniated   and  misrepi-esented 
ivitb   respect  to   the  proceedings   which 
had  taken  place  on  the  present  question. 
It  had  been  said,   that  Mr.  Wright  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  situation  he  held» 
as  secretary  to  several  bishops  in  various 
dioceses,  and  at  diflerent  periods  of  time ; 
but  this  was  not  so ;    for  Mr.  Wright 
averred,   and  could   prove,  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  actions  he  had  brought 
were  in  other  dioceses  than  those  in  which 
he  held  such  situations :  that  in  all  those 
situations  he  had  held  under  the  bishops, 
he  had  from  time  to  time  issued  printed 
notices  to    the   clergymen    within  each 
diocese  in  which  be  held  the  situation  of 
secretary  to  the  bishop,  apprising  them 
of  the  predicament  in  which  they  stood, 
and  warning  them   of  the    penalties    to 
which  they  were  liable  for  non-residence  ; 
that,  independent  of  the  expences  he  must 
have  been  personally  put  to,   in  taking 
the  steps  he  had  done,  so  far  as'  the  mat- 
ters in  question  lay  within  his  own  know- 
ledge, he   bad  necessarilv  been  at  very 
ereat  expences  also  in  collecting  evidence 
from  various  other  quarters ;    and  as  he 
had  done  all  this  under  the  positive  sanction 
and  encouragement  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, he  thought,  if  parliament  now  in- 
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terftred  to  defeat  their  own  foraaer  en- 
actments on  this  subject,  and  to  prevent 
him  from  recovering  those  penalties  which 
they  had  held  out  to  all  who  sboold 
turn  informers  on  that  head,  that  in  every 
view  of  the  matter,  in  point  of  law>  of  rea« 
son,  and  of  justice,  \ie  was  entitled  to  an 
indemnity  to  the  fullest  extent  against  all 
costs  by  him  incurred,  not  merely  as  between 
attorney  and  client,  but  to  the  very  utmost 
amount  that  he  could  shew  he  was  legally 
liable  to  pay,  in  consequence  of  his  hav- 
ing brought  actions,  and  prosecuted  them 
to  the  length  he  had  done,  under  the  high 
sanction,  authority,  and  encouragement  by 
which  he  had  been  induced  to  interfere  in 
the  business. 

Counsel  having  been  ordered  to  with- 
draw, 

Mr.  Brand  said,  that  from  the  high  re- 
spect  he  entertained   for    the   character, 
feelings,  and  interests,  of  the  great  body 
of  the  clergy,  whom  this  Bill  was  intended 
to  protect,  as  well  as  from  its  general  ten- 
dency, he  was  extremely  favourable  to  it« 
He  had,  however,  some  objection  to  the 
mod«  io  which  the  remedy  was  intended 
to  be  applied  ;  and  should  therefore  oiler 
an   amendment,  which  he  trusted  would 
meet  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Bathurst)  who  introduced  the 
Bill,  and  who,  he  was  certain,  was  anxioM 
that  justice  should   be  done  to  all  parties. 
Independently  of  his  objection  to  the  Bill, 
as  an  ex  post  facto  law,  he  thought  it  did 
not  offer  sufficient  security  to  Mr.  Wrighc 
It  should  indemnify  him  for  all  expences 
incurred   by  him,  and   against  any  ex- 
pences to  which,  in  consequence  of  those 
actions,  he  should  be  exposed  at  a  future 
time.     He  thought  it  would  be  more  ad- 
visable   that   the  Bill  should  define  the 
grounds  upon  which  licences  for  non-resi- 
dence should  be  given  ;  instead  of  leaving 
it,  OS  now,  at  the  discretion  of  the  bishops, 
who,  he  thought,  had  not  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  the  duty  of  enforcing  residence, 
or  ascertaining  who  did  reside,  or  under 
what  circumstances  the  order  to  reside 
had  not  been  c*omplied  with.     By  having 
the   grounds  of  non-residence  precisely 
defuied,  and  not  depending  upon  the  fa^ 
v(<ur  or  caprice  of  a  bishop,  the  clergy 
would  be  placed  in  a  much  better  sitai^ 
tion  than  that  in  which  they  now  stood. 
The  clergyman  might  state  the  groandi 
of  his  license  to  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  W. 
would  then  discontinue  or  proceed  with 
bis  action  at  his  own  risk.  This  would  be  an 
amelioratioa  of  the  situation  of  the  clergy. 
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If  the  grounds  of  noMHreskieDce  were  good 
and  legal 9  the  jury  would  find  for  the  de- 
Icndaot,  and  the  person  who  brought  the 
•ction  would  subject  himself  to  the  costs 
•f  the  trial.  He  (Mr.  Brand)  had  taken 
the  opinion  of  many  competent  persons 
on  this  highly  important  subject;  and 
many  even  of  the  clergy  with  whom  be 
conversed  had  approved  of  the  view 
which  he  had  just  given  to  the  committee. 
He  begged  to  move,  therefore,  as  an 
amendment, 

*'  That  it  should  be  lawful  for  any  per* 
son,  against  whom  actions  for  penalties 
might  have  been  brought,  to  adduce 
proofe  as  to  whether  they  bad  been  enti- 
tled to  licences  for  non-residence  or  not ; 
and  if  they  were  enabled  so  to  do,  that 
such  proof  should  be  considered  as  an 
adequate  excuse  for  their  conduct/' 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Mr.  Bathurst  declared  his  readiness  to 
adopt,  on  any  subject,  a  suggestion  from 
the  hon.  gentleman,  for  whose  opinion  he 
entertained  the  highest  deference.  He 
was  willing  to  admit,  that  if  the  object  of 
Mr«  Wright  had  been  what  he  stated  by 
his  counsel,  and  in  his  printed  case^ 
namely,  to  enforce  residence  from  a  re- 
gard to  law  and  justice,  he  would  in  that 
case  be  entitled  to  more  indulgence  than 
it  was  intended  to  give  him  in  th^  Bill 
before  the  committee.  But  it  was  clear 
from  the  whole  view  of  the  proceeding 
of  Mr.  Wright,  in  instituting  those  ac- 
tions, that  such  was  by  no  means  bis  in- 
tention. He  (Mr.  B.)  had  frequently 
stated,  that  all  those  actions  were  brought 
lor  inadvertence ;  yet  this  assertion  bad 
never  been  contradicted  by  Mr.  Wright, 
til  rough  his  counsel,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner, it  was  true,  that  a  note,  io  the  form 
of  a  printed  paper,  had  been  circulated 
by  Mr.  Wright  respecting  the  renewal  of 
licences  for  non -residence ;  but  those  no* 
tices  were  seat  about  by  him  as  secretary 
to  several ,  bishops.  These  circulars  had 
been  published  by  him  for  maay  years, 
but  nothing  was  done  upon  them.  No  pro- 
ceeding whatever  wasta^en  upon  these  cir- 
culars. It  was  said,  thai  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
defended  the  clergy  on  the  plea  of  igno- 
rance of  the  law ;  but  he  had  not.  His 
defence  was,  that  the  actiooa  were  not 
brought  to  enforce  the  law,  and  thai  the 
offences  asainst  it  were  mere  slips,  mere 
offences  of  form,  and  alto  because,  even 
soppoaing  Mr.  Wright  to  succeed  in  his 
actioM,  atili  the  groend  of  renewing  li- 
omcea  for  non<*residaBce  woald   be   the 
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same.  The  Bill  before  the  committee 
also  left  those  grounds  untouched ;  so 
that  it  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Wright  from 
bringinff  his  action,  if  he  thought  proper, 
at  any  future  time.  Of  the  character  of 
Mr.  Wright  the  committee  ought  perhaps 
io  know  something.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew 
nothinff  more  of  him,  than  *hat  he  had 
been  dismissed  by  three  bishops,  to  whom 
he  had  been  secretary,  for  complaints 
preferred  against  him.  It  was  stated,  in 
commendation  of  Mr.  Wright,  that  he 
had  abstained  from  bringing  these  actions 
during  the  lives  of  the  right  rev.  prelates 
alluded  to.  But  if  his  motives  for  bring- 
ing the  actions  were  good,  as  he  affirmed, 
why  should  he  delay  them  ?  Mr.  Wriahi 
had  even  an  opportunity  of  preventing 
those  offences.  As  secretary,  he  was 
consulted  by  bishops  ;  and  he  might  have 
advised  the  course  of  issuing  a  monition 
in  pursuance  of  the  Bill  of  a  learned  friend* 
of  his  (sir  W.  Scott),  instead  of  this  prc^ 
ceeding  by  information.  Mr.  Wright^ 
therefore,  had  no  merit  whatever  in  whal 
he  had  done ;  but  his  object  was,  to  take 
advantage  of  mere  inadvertencies  in  point 
of  form.  In  the  dioceses  of  London,  Bly, 
and  Norwich,  he  had  brought  i  68  actions. 
83  of  which  originated  in  the  absence  of 
notification.  The  fact  was,  that  Mr« 
Wright  made  it  the  object  of  his  enquiry^ 
where  the  proofs  of  his  case  were  most 
easy ;  not  what  was,  or  was  not,  a  case  of 
inadvertency  ;  and  the  contrary  was  not 
even  asserted  by  his  counsel.  Of  the  re- 
maining 85,  all  but  two  were  cases  of 
non-residence  from  want  of  accommoda- 
tion, residing  in  the  next  parish,  doing 
duty  as  curate  in  some  other  place,  or 
being  the  master  of  an  endowed  school^ 
or  some^ttch  institution.  Mr.  Wright,  it 
was  said,  had  been  more  hardly  treated 
than  on  a  former  occasion,  when  actions 
were  brought  under  the  43d  of  the  King  ^ 
bet,  in  point  of  fact,  the  precedent  referred 
to  was  a  much  stronger  case  than  \h4 
present.  In  the  former  case,  judgmenl 
had  beco  given  for  100/.  and  yet  the  pe- 
nalty was  reduced  by  parliament  to  \0L 
The  object  of  the  legislature  was,  to  pre- 
vent interested  and  vexations  actions.  He 
eouki  stale  to  the  House  an  instance  of  a 
respectable  clergyman,  who  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  living  in  order  to  attend  his 
wife  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  and 
who  was  informed  that  his  licence  shooki 
be  sent  after  him ;  yet  he  was  one  of  the 
persons  against  whom  these  actions  had 
been  brought.    With  respect  to  tbe  mgn 


655]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

gestion  of  depriving  the  bishops  of  the 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  43d  of  the 
King,  that  power  was  given  for  good  rea- 
sons by  the  legislature,  and  a  case  should 
be  made  out  before  it  was  changed.  The 
bishops  had  the  power  of  administering  an 
oath,  if  necessary,  by  the  43d  year  of  the 
King ;  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  objection 
that  such  a  clause  should  be  introduced 
into  the  Bill  before  the  committee.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  giving 
bis  negative  to  the  clause 'proposed  by 
the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  Brand  spoke  in  defence  of  the 
clause  which  he  wished  to  be  introduced. 
The  question  he  conceived  to  be,  not  so 
much  respecting  residence  or  non-resi- 
dence, as  that  of  the  remission  of  the 
fines: 

Mr.  Bathurst  explained. 

Mr.  WkUbreiid  acknowledged,  that  he 
had  been  one  of  tho^e  who  had  presented 
petitions  in  favour  of  the  clergymen  sup* 
posed  to  be  aggrieved ;  and  these  peti- 
tions he  bad  presented,  he  confessed, 
under  a  strong  prejudice  against  Mr. 
Wright,  conceiving  with  others  that  he 
had  taken  an  undue  advantage  of  his  situ- 
ation to  come  at  the  information.  In  his 
fiirther  enquiries  however  on  the  subject, 
and  from  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  all 
the  circumstances,  though  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Bill  ought  to  pass,  and  that 
the  clergy  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the 
heavy  penalties  now  suspended  over  their 
heiids,  bis  opinion  was,  notwithstanding, 
more  favourable  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Wright,  and  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  following  np  the  enactments  of 
the  Bill  of  1803.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  certainly  mistaken  in  deprecat- 
ing any  indulgence  on  the  part  of  the 
House  towards  Mr.  Wright,  or  in  sup- 
posing that  Mr.  Wright  required  their  in- 
dulgence. The  case  was  quite  the  re- 
verse. It  was  themselves  who  ought  to 
ask  indulgence  from  Mr.  Wright ;  they, 
who  in  their  Bill  had  so  far  committed 
themselves,  and  by  enacting  penalties 
had  invited  informers;  that  Bill  which 
had  had  the  high  sanction  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (sir  W.  Scott) 
in  this  House,  and  which  in  the  House  of 
Xiords  had  not  only  met  with  general  sup- 
port, bat  had  been  adopted  by  the  learned 
Deoch  of  bishops,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
approbation  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  presided  in  that  House.  It  was 
they  thai  required  indulgence,  who  had 
made  this  Act,  and  fortified  it  by  penal- 
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ties,  fVom  which  they  now  wished  to 
shrink.  Mr.  Wright  took  up  the  Act  as  it 
stood,  with  all  its  provisions;  and  in  com- 
ing forward  to  demand  the  penalties  to 
which  the  Act  most  certainly  entitled 
him,  he  wanted  no  indulgence.  He  had 
now  a  vested  right  in  these  penalties ;  and 
on  bis  coming  forward  in  a  legal  way  to 
recover  them,  was  it  for  parliament  to 
put  its  hands  upon  them,  and  by  another 
Act  prevent  his  getting  possession  of  what 
the  existing  law  assigned  him  ?  Mr. 
Wright  had  taken  for  granted,  that  when 
they  legislated,  they  had  well  considered 
the  measure,  and  were  ready  to  abide  by 
the  consequences.  It  was  not  he  that  en- 
acted the  penalties,  but  themselves ;  and 
it  was  not  for  him  to  foresee  that  they  had 
taken  a  wrong  course.  Mr.  Wright, 
therefore,  following  up  the  spirit  of  the 
Act,  and  acting  conformably  to  law, 
wanted  no  indulgence.  Mr.  Wright  had 
only  acted  as  any  other  informer  was 
called  upon  to  do.  They  had  no  right  to 
enquire  into  his  motives;  they  themselves 
had  created  the  penalties  to  which,  by  the 
Act,  he  was  entitled.  For  himself,  he 
had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Wright,  further 
than  this  business  had  led  to.  He  had 
seen  those  statements,  with  others,  in 
which  Mr.  Wright  complained  of  a  party 
having  been  formed  against  him,  with 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man and  the  higher  clergy  were  con- 
nected. Those  sums  which  he  claimed 
were  certainly  due  by  the  Act.  It  was 
open  for  any  man  as  an  informer  to  claim 
them.  When  they  made  the  Act,  did 
they  expect  that  an  informer  should  have 
the  good  of  the  church  only  at  heart  ?  In 
this  case,  there  would  have  been  no  occa- 
sion for  penalties  to  enforce  the  Act.  The 
truth  was,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  bishops 
had  not  done  their  duty,  or  these  things 
would  not  have  taken  place.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that 
Mr.  Wright  might  have  admonished  the 
bishops  instead  of  taking  the  course  he  had 
pursued ;  but  was  this  the  prorision  of  the 
Act  ?  or,  in  framing  it,  was  it  contem- 
plated that  the  bishops  were  to  be  direct- 
ed by  their  secretaries  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  The  present  Bill,  he  con- 
tended, would  place  the  clergy  in  a  very 
different  state  from  that  in  which  they 
were  by  the  Act ;  and  it  was  impossible 
that  the  bishops  could  decide  with  the 
same  freedom  after  the  penalties  had  been 
incurred,  as  they  would  have  done  on  a 
previous  application.     Should  the  bishop 
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refuse  to  acquiesce,  he  might  be  told  by 
the  clergyman,  with  these  penalties  hang- 
ing over  his  head,  that  he  was  then  a 
ruined  man.  This  was  putting  the  bi- 
shops in  a  situation  in  which  they  ought 
not  to  be  placed.  It  was  also  giving  them 
too  great  a  latitude.  They  might  have  it 
in  their  power  to  ruin  a  man  from  spleen, 
resentment,  or  any  other  motive,  however 
good  a  right  he  might  have  to  their  fa- 
vourable decision  as  prescribed  in  the  Bill. 
This  was  a  power  that  the  bishops  ought 
not  to  have ;  and  in  his  opinion,  the 
amendment  proposed  by  his  hon.  friend, 
who  had  since  left  the  House,  would  re- 
move the  objection.  He  referred,  as  pre- 
cedents, to  the  cases  of  the  printers  and 
attornies,  in  which  he  believed  no  actions, 
as  in  this  case,  had  been  commenced. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  could  not, 
therefore,  make  them  parallel ;  there 
being  no  such  persons  in  the  way  in  those 
cases  as  Mr.  Wright,  who  would  suffer  by 
the  measure.  Whatever  might  be  the 
motive  of  Mr.  Wright's  information,  he 
was  exactly  that  man  whom  the  Act 
looked  for,  and  to  whom  it  held  out  the 
penalties  as  an  inducement  to  assist  in  en- 
forcing the  law.  Not  being  generally 
hostile  to  the  fiill,  however,  and  thmking 
that  some  relief  was  necessary,  he  was 
disposed  to  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  he  did  not  recollect 
having  used  the  word  '  indulgence'  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  so  pointedly 
referred.  He  could  not  have  meant  it,  at 
any  rate,  in  the  way  referred  to.  What  he 
meant  was,  that  informations  should  be 
stopped  when  carried  to  abuse;  and  that 
Mr.  Wright  deserved  less  consideration,  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  not  an  oi'dinary 
informer,  but  from  his  particular  circum- 
stances had  taken  advantage  of  the  Act  to 
make  it  the  source  of  an  excessive  and 
systematic  profit. 

Mr.  Gooch,  referring  to  many  of  the 
clergy  of  Norfolk  who  would  yery  unde- 
servedly be  subjected  to  the  'greatest 
grievances,  supported  the  Bill,  and  wished 
to  see  it  passed  into  a  law. 

The  Amendment  was  then  put  and  ne- 
gatived without  a  division,  and  the  origi- 
nal clause  carried. 

Mr.  Bathurst,  in  the  progress  of  reading, 
proposed  various  verbal  amendments. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad,  on  the  clause  respecting 
the  bishops  acting  on  their  responsibility, 
thought  that  word  might  as  well  be  omit 
%%At  because  the  truth  was,  they  would  be 


«  

responsible  to  no  tribunal  whatever.  Tbo 
only  purpose  the  register  could  serve  was^ 
to  give  publicity  ;  which  could  not,  how- 
ever, ad'e.ct  the  judgment  of  ^he  bishop. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  they  would  be  re- 
quired to  do  more  than  before.  In  grant- 
ing the  licence,  they  would  be  required  to 
make  the  necessary  enquiries,  and  the 
licence  must  be  registered. 

Mr.  Whitbread^Th^i  is,  Mr.  Wriffht 
may  examine  the  register,  and  then  in- 
form hi&  next  neighbour  of  it.  There  was 
no  tribunal  to  which  he  could  appeal. 
His  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Brand)  on  going 
away  had  \e(i  with  him  a  clause,  which  he 
would  propose  to  the  committee,  pro- 
viding, that  the  licence  should  be  rendered 
void  if  not  granted  on  sufficient  grounds. 
This  he  thought  would  be  a  proper  check 
on  the  bishops,  and  was  proceeding  to  read 
it;  when  the  chairman  observed,  that  no 
new  clause  could  be  brought  up  till  th« 
regular  clauses  were  gone  through. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  the  hon.  gentleman's 
object  would  be  equally  attained  by  the 
clause  as  it  now  stood ;  which  would  also 
prevent  the  incurring  of  expence. 

Mr.  R.  Smiihf  aUer  some  remarks  oa 
the  enormous  expence  that  would  be 
incurred,  suggested  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  application  for  the  licence  should 
be  made  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
notification;  so  that  Mr.  Wright  might  be 
able  to  proceed,  in  those  cases  where  no 
licence  should  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Bathurst  thought  that  object  equally 
secured  by  the  Bill  as  it  stood  ;  the  clause 
providing  that  all  applications  should  be 
made  before  the  1st  of  July. 

Mr.  Bathurst  brought  up  several  new 
clauses  on  the  second  reading;  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  he  had 
been  disappointed  in  not  having  heard,  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  the  opinion  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  op- 
posite (sir  W.  Scott)  on  the  measure.  No 
man,  to  be  sure,  had  a  right  to  call  for  the 
opinion  of  another  on  any  subject ;  but  as 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
taken  great  interest  in  the  Bill  of  1803, 
of  which  this  was  intended  as  a  remedy, 
the  sanction  of  his  high  authority  would 
naturally  be  looked  to  with  some  degree 
of  deference  by  the  public. 

Sir  IV.  Scott  said,  that  he  should  this 
session  bring  forward  a  measure  that 
would  more  effectually  meet  the  object  in 


view. 


The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair. 
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Th  :  Clergy  Reiidence  Bill  y 
rad  ordered  lo  be  printed. 


s  reported. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
tt^cdntsdaj,,  April  27. 
SusFENsroN  OF  Hostilities.]  Lord  Li- 
Mrpoof  announced  to  their  brditiips,  tbat 
a  Coorention  Tor  the  Sutpensinnof  Hoilili- 
tii)  between  France  and  the  Allied  Povreri 
hul  been  signed  by  lord  CaiUereagh,  on 
tbe  23d  instant,  on  llie  part  of  Great  fiii- 
tain  ;  and  that  a  copy  would  be  laid  before 
Ibeir  lorilsbtpt  as  soon  aa  |,iMtible. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wtdmttdas.ApnlQT. 
SusrENBion  of  Hostilities.]  The 
CkanctUor  ^  the  Exchequer  had  great  sa- 
tisfaction in  informing  the  House,  that  he 
bad  been  insttacted  by  his  royal  higbaesa 
(he  Prince  Regent,  to  communicate  to  it, 
that  a  Convention  W  tbe  Suspension  of 
Hustilities,  by  sea  and  land,  between  tfais 
country  and  France,  bad  been  agreed  to 
by  the  French  government  and  that  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  ;  and  that  his  Royal 
Highness  would  cause  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
Tentioa  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Sugar  Drawback  Bri.L,]  On  tha  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheijuer, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  commiltee 
on  Sugar  Drawbacks  ;  with  orders-  that 
I^e  duties  on  sogar,  cofTee,  and  other  arti- 
cles tsported  from  Martinique,  Guada- 
joape,  Marigalante,  and  other  West  India 
islands,  should  be  considered  by  the 
committee. 

The  Chaaeellor  o/tke  Excheqiterobierved, 
that  since  the  House  had  taken  this  sub- 
ject into  consideration,  circumttanCEs  had 
occurred,  which  rendered  it  necessary  that 
tbe  matter  should  again  he  brought  under 
consideration  of  parliament.  By  a  treaty 
concluded  with  Denmark,  the  valuable 
island  of  St.  Croix  was  to  be  restored  to 
ttwt  kingdom.  On  the  whole  it  ap- 
peared, that  it  woold  be  inconvenient  lo 
c«»ilinae  the  duties  for  some  time  to  come, 
a*  they  were  at  present  settleJ,  The 
export  <^uty  was  snch,  that  little  benefit 
was  derived  from  the  drawback.  He 
woold  therefore  propose,  that  if  no  cir- 
cumstances should  happen  to  render  any 
klterition  neceaiary.  drawbacks  on  ex- 
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SDTtation  should  cease  after  tha  23d  of 
lay.  And  as  a  means  of  preveniing  lite 
bad  effect  of  any  sodden  shock  being  sus- 
tained in  the  market,  he  would  propose 
that  the  present  duties  should  continue  for 
a  limited  time,  until  ■  permanent  system 
could  be  arranged  and  adopted.  In  the 
arrangement  which  he  was  now  about  to 
propose,  there  was  only  one  class  who, 
from  all  that  he  could  learn,  were  likely 
to  be  sufferers  by  it ;  ettd  tbat  was  those 
export merchantswhcrhad  purchased  large 
quantities  of  refined  sugars,  under  the 
conception  that  the  export  duty  would  be 
continued  as  it  stood.  For  the  protection 
of  this  class  of  merchants,  he  would  pro- 
pose that  the  new  measure  shonid  not  lake 
efTecton  refined  sagars  until  lite  23 lb  of 
August.  With  respect  lo  raw  sugar,  a  si- 
milar  proviso  was  unnecessary,  as  it  could 
not  be  bonded  for  exportation.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  expressed  his  willing- 
ness at  that,  or  any  future  time,  to  give 
any  explanation  on  the  subject  wliich 
might  be  required,  anil  concluded  with  a 
motion  for  substituting  a  new  schedule  for 
tbat  annexed  to  the  Act  of  the  43ih  of  the 


Mr.  Whitbread,  from  the  mention  of  St. 
Croix,  and  the  allusion  lo  the  probable 
surrender  of  other  colonies,  took  occasion 
to  ask,  whether  the  sorrender  of  Guada- 
toupe  was  confirmed  by  tbe  convention 
which  had  been  that  d.iy  announced  to 
tho  House  ;  and  also  lo  express  a  hope, 
tbat,  after  the  gratifying  intelligence  which 
Hp  had  received  of  the  magnanimout 
achievements,  and  the  still  more  magnani> 
mous  equity,  of  the  allies,  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  compel  Norway  lo  submit  lo 
the  government  of  Sweden  ;  al  least  that 
this  country  would  take  no  part  in  the  nia 
of  force  for  such  an  unjust  purpose  ;  but 
above  all,  that  we  should  not  join  in  lh« 
abominable  system  of  starving  Norway 
into  submission  i 

The  CkmceUoT  q/"  the  Exdiequer  replied, 
that  no  mention  whatever  was  made  of 
Gaadaloupe  in  the  convention  referred  lo 
by  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikim  objected  to  the 
undue  preference  which  the  propoiitioti 
before  the  committee  would  give  to  iboM 
whose  sugars  were  bonded. 

Mr.  Roie  observed,  that  the  preferenca' 
alluded  to  was  granted  by  ihe  exiiting. 
law. 

Mr.  Wlalbrcad  thought  proper  to  pat 
another  cjuestion  or  two;  namely,  whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  cede  Guadalovpe 
S 
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to  Sweden  ;  and  also*  whether  it  was  re- 
solved to  force  the  Norwegians  to  submit 
to  the  Swedish  government;  but  still  more, 
ha  begged  to  repeat  the  question,  whether 
our  cruizers  had  been  ordered  to  intercept 
the  supply  of  provisions  to  Norway  ?  To 
this  latter  ouestion,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  bad  on  a  previous  question  de- 
clined to  answer,  he  should  expect  that 
tba  right  hon.  gentleman  would  either 
give  no  answer,  or  some  answer  that 
should  be  distinct  and  intelligible. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  bad  already  gi?en  all  the  answer 
in^his  power  with  respect  to  Guadaloupe  ; 
and  that  the  case  of  Norway  was  to  be 
considered  in  the  general  arrangement. 

Mr.  WkUhread  expressed  his  happiness 
to  hear  that  the  fate  of  Norway  was  still 
open  to  discussion;  but  yet  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  given  no  answer  with  re- 
spect to  the  alleged  order  to  intercept  the 
supply  of  provisions  to  Norway. 

Mr.  W,  Smiih  professed  himself  pecu* 
liarly  glad  to  learn  that  the  case  of  Nor- 
way was  still  open  to  discussion ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Norwegians  would  not  be 
excluded  from  the  exercise  of  that  right 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  all  na- 
tions ;  namely,  the  choice  of  their  own 
government.  Indeed,  af\er  the  French 
bad  been  allowed  to  assert  that  right, 
which,  as  a  friend  to  general  justice,  he 
trusted  they  would  be  always  able  to 
maintain,  should  the  Norwegians  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  Sweden,  the  whole  af- 
fair would  be  reduced  to  a  question  of 
strength;  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
French  were  allowed  to  exercise  a  right 
because  they  were  strong,  from  which 
right  the  Norwegians  were  excluded  be- 
cause they  were  weak.  But  he  hoped  and 
trusted,  that  should  the  Norwegians  be  so 
unjustly  treated — should  the  allies  be  capa* 
ble  of  acting  so  inconsistently,  the  British 
parliament,  and  that  House  m  particular, 
would  never  consent  to  sanction  the  deed. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  con- 
ceived, that  as  long  as  the  case  of  Norway 
remained,  as  he  had  stated,  open  for  dis- 
cussion, a  desirable  arrangement  was  not 
likely  to  be  promoted  by  any  discussion 
in  that  House. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wyrm  admitted  that  it  would 
be  proper  on  the  pan  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  decline  answering  any  question 
relative  to  points  which  were  the  subject  of  a 
pendine  diplomatic  discossibn.  But  aques- 
lion  had  been  put  with  regard  to  a  matter  of 
hct ;  namiily,  whether  an  order  had  been 
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issued  to  prevent  the  Norwegians  from 
being  supplied  with  provisions ;  to  whicb 
question  the  right  hon,  gentleman  had 
returned  no  answer;  and  he  (Mr.  W.) 
was  not  surprised  to  find  that  a  strong 
feeling  had  been  excited  by  this  alleged 
order.  On  the  contrary,  he  should  have 
been  extremely  surprised  if  such  a  feeling 
had  not  been  manifested,  and  if  the  fate  of 
Norway  had  not  excited  a  li? ely  interest 
in  this  country  ;  for  there  was  a  striking 
analogy  between  the  case  of  Spain  and 
that  of  Norway.  In  both  cases,  the  sove- 
reign surrendered  the  government  to  a 
foreign  state  ;  and  in  both  cases  the  people 
resisted  ;  thus  asserting  their  own  legiti* 
mate  rights,  and  demonstrating  that  the 
people  were  not  to  be  scheduled  away  by 
the  m^re  acts  of  the  sovereign. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  pro* 
position  was  agreed  to;  the  House  re« 
sumed,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  b^ 
received  to-morrow. 

Poor  Laws.]  Sir  E.  Brydges  rose,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  which  had  often  en* 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  legislature-** 
the  Poor  Laws.  To  defend  himself  from 
any  imputation  of  presumption,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  premise,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  propose  any  thing  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject. 
There  was  no  principle  more  generally 
approved  by  the  leffislatore,  and  by  all  the 
writers  on  political  oeconomy,  than  that 
the  poor  should  in  as  much  as  possible 
have  the  power  of  choosing  their  resi- 
dence. It  was  the  opinion  of  sir  W, 
Blackstone,  of  lord  Kaimes,  of  Adam 
Smith,  of  sir  W.  Young.  What  he  meant 
to  propose  on  this  point  had  already  re* 
ceived  the  sanction  of  the  House,  but 
was  involved  in  a  very  large  Bill.  His 
first  disposition  was,  that  a  settlement 
should  be  obtained  in  a  parish  by  a 
certain  number  of  years  residence  in  it ; 
either  ten,  seven,  or  five  years.  The 
next  provision  was,  that  paupers  who 
had  been  thrice  velitved,  should  not 
be  prevented  from  having  further  relief. 
The  third  proposal  of  the  hon.  baronet 
was,  that  magistrates  should  have  tbe 
power  of  affording  medical  aid  to  the  poor, 
whether  the^  belonged  to  the  parish  or  not. 
Another  proposal  was,  thatservanU  (unmar- 
ried), who  had  been  two  years  in  a  parish, 
were  entitled  to  a  settlement.  The  hon. 
member  also  proposed  a  number  of  minor 
measures  condocive  to  the  comfort  of  the 
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poor,  and  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  better  relief  and 
settlement  of  the  poorl 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought  that  the  compul- 
sory removal  of  paupers  should  in  no 
case  be  allowed  ;  but  that  should  the 
pauper  consent,  he  might  remain  wherever 
be  became,  necessitated  to  receive  paro- 
chial relief;  and  that  such  relief  and  aid 
should  be  administered  by  the  parish  in 
which  the  pauper  might  reside,  to  be  sub* 
tequently  defrayed  by  the  parish  to  which 
he  belonged. 

Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Whitbread  spoke 
generally  hi  approbation  of  the  motion, 
and  complimented  the  hon.  member  on 
the  pains  and  labour  which  he  had  be- 
stowed on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  sir  K 
Brydges  brought  up  the  Bill,  which  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  this  day  fortnight,  and 
to  be  printed. 

Apprentice  Laws.]     Mr.  Serj.  Onslow 
rose  to  move  for  leavQ  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  part  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  5tb 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  entitled  "  An 
Act  containing  divers  orders  for  artificers, 
labourers,  servants  of  husbandry,  and  ap- 
prentices.''    That  Act  had  experienced  a 
singular  fate ;   firom  a  very  early  period 
aftef  it  was  passed,  down  to  the  present 
time,  the  policy  of  it  had  been  condemned, 
both  by  those  who  were  to  enforce  it,  and 
by  every  enlightened    writer    who   had 
treated  of  the  subject.    The  moral  feelings 
of  mankind   had  been  so  opposed  to  it, 
that  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that 
juries  ever  found  verdicts  in  favour  of  the 
prosecutors :    and  it  bad   been    frittered 
eway  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts.     It 
had  been  early  determined,  that  a  person 
who  had  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
years  to  any  trade,  might  legally  work  in 
every  other;  but  that  determination  wtt  too 
violent  an  infringement  of  the  plain  words 
of  the  statute  to  be  sustained,  and  had 
been   abandoned.      The   decisions,  how- 
ever, which  now  remained,  were  very  ex- 
traordinary ;  it  had  been  determined,  that 
a  gardener  was  not  within  the  statute,  be- 
cause it  was  not  an  occupation  requiring 
•kill,'bat  a  fruiterer  was;  even  a  pippin- 
monger  had  been  held  to  be  within  the 
•tatute;  the  same  determination  had  taken 
place  as  to  a  cook  (he  presumed  it  was 
determined  in  the  city  of  London.)     He 
4'id  not  mean  to  go  through  the  many  in- 
.   consistent  decUioiii  oa  the  subject:   he 
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mast  lament  that  they  had  taken  place, 
not  only  because  he  thought  the  judges 
had,  in  many  instances,  transgressed  tha 
bounds  of  their  province ;  but  because  tha 
manner  in  which  the  Act  had  been  frit- 
tered away,  had  been  the  means  of  its  con* 
tinuance  on  the  statute  book.     It  had  beea 
looked  on  as  a  poisonous  insect  destroyed  ; 
it  was  not  so ;  the  reptile,  though  crushed, 
was  not  dead,  it  had  still  power  to  sting. 
The  reign  of  queeii  Elizabeth,  though  glo«- 
rious,  was  not  one  in  which  sound  princi- 
ples of  commerce  were  known ;  and  a  pe* 
rusal  of  the  other  clauses  of  the  Act,  at 
well  as  the  one  creating  the  penalties  for 
exercising  trades  contrary  to  its  provisions, 
would  fully  confirm  that  assertion ;  indeed, 
it  did  not  seem  to  be  the  object  of  thai 
statute  to  favour  manufactures;   it  rather' 
seemed  to  be  intended  to  make  them  sub- 
servient to  a  most  mistaken  notion  of  favour 
to  the  landed  interest.     So  little  was  poU^ 
tical  economy  then  understood,  that  the 
idea  never  seemed  to  have  occurred,  that 
agriculture    was   best   promoted   by  tb^ 
prosperity  of  commerce  and  manufactures;* 
and  that  restraints  upon  them  defeated  the 
end  they  aimed  at,  and  discouraged  tbal 
very  employment  which   they  ought  to 
promote.     By  many  clauses  of  that  sta* 
tute,   a  qualification  in  land  is  made  a 
requisite  to  the  power  of  becoming   an 
apprentice;    the  statute  also  aims  at  an 
equalization   of  wages,   an    attempt  too 
absurd  to  make  it  necessary  for  him  further 
to  notice,  and  which  he  only  now  men- 
tioned, to  shew  how  ignorant  of  the  subject 
the  framers  of  that  Act  were.    Ai>f>ren* 
ticeships  had  been  looked  upon  as  favour- 
able to  the  morals  of  youth,  and  be  was 
very  far  from  wishing  to  discourage  them  ; 
but  he  did  not  wish  them  to  be  an  india- 
pensable  qualification  for  legally  carrying 
on  trades.     He   agreed  entirely  on  that 
point  with  the  very  able  report  on  tha 
state  of  the  woollen  manufacture  ;  so  far 
from  wishing  to  discourage  them,  he  bad 
prepared  a  clause  to  carry  them  intoeflfect; 
for  as  the  law  now  stood,  very  few  inden* 
tqres  were  made  according  to  the  statote. 
Apprenticeships  were  not  a  sacrifice,  to  be 
remunerated  by  statutable  restrictions  wi 
others ;    but  when  properly    conducted^ 
were  best    secured  by   mutual    interest. 
Apprenticeships  were  as  common  in  tradefi 
not  within  the  statute,  as  in  those  that  wem 
within  what  had  been  called  the  protection^  . 
but  what  he  thought  the  curse,  of  the  sta- 
tute.   It  appeared,  even  by  the  evidenon 
given  in  the  committee  last  year  on  t^ 
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peliiioD  of  those  who  wished  to  enforce  the 
8tatate»  how  common  apprenticeships  are 
ID  trades  where  they  are  not  enforced  by 
penalties,  or  encoaraged  by    monopoly  ; 
and  he  was  credibly  informed,  that  in  some 
trades  that  were  notoriously  within  the 
scope  of  the  Act  they  are  hardly  known* 
If  he  had  thought  that  the  morals  of  the 
country    could    be  endangered    by  the 
repeal,  be  would  not  have  proposed  it; 
he  ne? er  could  put  any  increase  of  national 
wealth  incompetition  with  national  morals; 
but  there  never  was  a  period  when  there 
was  so  little  to  dread  on  that  subjects- 
sever  was  there  a  time   when  so  much 
pains  were  taken  to  diffuse  religious  in« 
■truction,  and  to  promote  education  among 
the  lower  orders  of  society ;  although  he 
perceived  with  grief,  in  some  instances, 
dissensions  among  those  who»  agreeing  on 
the  object,  differed  as  to  the  means:    he 
trusted,  iiowever,  that  animosity   would 
loon  be  exchanged  for  emulation.      He 
complained  of  the  extraordinary  pains  that 
had  been  taken  to  misrepresent  bis  object; 
be  said,  that  his  views  were  directed  to 
the  benefit  of  those  whom  it  had  been 
attempted   to  mislead;    that  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  working  manufacturers 
had  not  served  a  legal  apprenticeship  to 
the  trades  they  exercised  ;    it  was  their 
protection  he  aimed  at:    indeed,  he  had 
not  found  one  person  who  thought  well  of 
the  statute  as  it  stood  ;  he  had  seen  many 
who    entertained  different  views   of  the 
subject  from  himself;  for,  however  perso- 
nally, and  professionally,  he  had  found  it 
inconvenient,  he  had  seen  every  deputa- 
tion that  wished  to  lay  their  sentiments 
before  him.     Last  year  a  petition  had  been 
brought  up,  praying  that  the  Act  might 
be  extended  and  enforced ;  he  understood 
the  petitioners  wished  it  to  be  extended  to 
all  trades,  and  the  penalty  augmented  to 
$0/.  per  month,  and  that  costsof  suit  should 
be  given  to  the  informer.     On  that  petition 
a  committee   had  been    appointed;,  and 
though,  through  some  strange  apathy,  i  t  had 
been  almost  unresisted,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  petitioners  had  made  out  a  case.     It  was 
remarkable,  that  all  the  witnesses,  what- 
ever was  theic  occupation,  thought  seven 
years  was  hardly  sufficient  to  acquire  a 
due  knowledge  of  their  trade ;   even  the 
pipe-makers    slated  seven    years   to    be 
barely  sudicient;    what,  then,  had   the 
petitioners  to  dread  ?    they  did  not  want 
the  aid  of  the  statute  to  prevent  others 
from  interfering  with  them.    They   had 
birought  forward  some  charges  of  fraud 
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against  persons  who  had  not  served  aa 
apprenticeship ;   but  fraud  does  not  arise 
from  inexpertness.    Prosecutions  had  been, 
formerly  rare,  and  only  arising  from  per* 
sonal  malignity  to  the  master,  or  jealousy 
of  the  man  employed ;   for  never  was  an 
^unskilful  workman  the  object  of  attack: 
of  late,  they  had  assumed  a  more  serious 
and  systematic  shape  :  in  one  county  (the 
county  of  Northumberland)  they  had  gone 
through  roost  trades  ;   they  had  found  out 
that  a  cook  was  a  trade  requiring  skill ; 
and   had  they  not  been  stopped  by  the 
notice  he  had  given,  they  were  preparing 
to  attack  the  chimney-sweepers,  he  sup- 
posed with  a  view  to  enforce  morals,  by 
subjecting  boys  to  hard  labour   at  nine 
years  of  age,  and  turning  them  loose  again 
at  the  most  dangerous  period   of  youth. 
As  the  Act  now  stands,  it  is  ridiculous ;  it 
ought  either  to  be  made  effectual,  or  re- 
pealed;   and  who,  he  asked,    would  be 
hardy  enough  to  propose  to  enforce  it  ? 
He  said,  skill  was  not  given  by  the  parch- 
ment indenture,' but  by  industry  proper* 
tioned  to  the  nature  of  the  employment   . 
and  the  capacity  of  the  learner ;  therefore 
not  only  the  time  requisite  to  acquire  it 
was  difierent  in  different  trades,  but  in  dif*. 
ferent  individuals.     Again,  the  law  only 
applies  to  trades  in  existence  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  statute,   and  is  therefore 
unequal ;  aixd  it  is  worthy  of  observation, 
that  those   trades  which  have  flourished 
most,  had  arisen  since  the  statute :    it  is 
also  unequal,  as  afiecting  the  natives  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  in  neither  of  which 
|.  countries  such  a  law  prevails ;  and  yet,  if 
at  an  adult  age  they  came  here  as  work* 
men,  they  are  affected  by  the  statute.   And 
here  he  observed,  that  the  natives  of  Scot* 
land  had  never  been  accused  of  want  of 
industry,  or  of  skill,  nor  of  moral  habits. 
He  said,  the  subject  was  so  extensive,  that 
he  was  afraid  he  should  fatigue  the  patience 
of  the  House  were  he  to  go  into  a  tenth 
part  of  the  topics  that  presented  themselves 
to  his  mind ;  be  should  therefore  confine 
himself  merely  to  a  few  more  observations. 
The  penal  part  of  the  statute  had  been  re- 
pealed as  to  many  descriptions  of  persons ; 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  militia  men ;  persons 
who  convicted  two  offenders 'of  coining 
had  been  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
the  statute  ;  an  exemption  odd  enough,  if 
skill  in  the  execution  of  trade  was  what 
the  legislature  aimed  at  securing :    even 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars  have  been  equally 
favoured ;  they  may  carry  on  an v  manu- 
facture, even  with  unapprenticea  hands; 
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It  had   been  also  repealed  at  to   divers 
trades;  the  hatters,  the  wool-combers,  the 
dyers,  and  very  lately  as  to  oar  great  staple 
the  woollen  manufactore,  and  they  may 
also  carry  on  any  other  manufacture,  and 
that  after  a  long  and  most  laborious  eu- 
(Juiry.     Another  point  that  pressed  more 
strongly  on  his  mind  was,  the  case  of  the 
female  sex,  numbers  of  whom  were  now 
employed  in  trades  to  which  they  certainly 
never  served  an  apprenticeship,  and  these 
were  affected  by  the  statute.     Men  also 
who  had  been  brought  up  to  one  trade 
were  frequently,  from  want  of  health  or 
some  other  powerful  cause,  unfit  to  follow 
it;    and  yet  it  was  penal  to  transfer  their 
industry  to  another  to  which  they  were 
competent.    Trade  too  is  of  a  most  fluctu- 
ating nature ;  many  branches  of  it,  from 
various  causes,  decay,  and  others  flourish ; 
and  yet  the  operation  of  the  statute  checks 
the  transfer  of  the  industry  of  the  work- 
men.    The  buckle  manufactory  is  a  strik- 
ing instance ;    when  that  failed,  had  the 
statute  been  enforced,   many   thousands 
must  have  starved,  or  subsisted  on  paro- 
chial relief.     He  begged  leave  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  inform- 
ation that  he  had  received  from  an  enlight- 
ened  gentleman,    (he    chairman   of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Birmingham  : 
what  he  stated  as  to  the  fluctuation  of 
trades  there,  was  most  material ;  indeed, 
he  stated,  that  the  fluctuation  was  almost 
daily;  the  white  metal  button  trade  had 
failed  ;    the  manufacture  was  totally  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  the  gilt  buttons ;    the 
white  metal  buttons  were  cast,  the  other 
pressed  out  of  rolled  metal.    Another  im- 
portant branch  of  manufacture  which  for- 
merly  belonged   to  that   town,  but   bad 
almost  disappeared,  was  that  of  polished 
steel  goods,  such  as  buckles,  watch-chains, 
&c.;  thousands  who  had  engaged  in  that 
manufacture  had  turned  their  industry  to 
filing  gun-locks,  a  trade  now  about  to  be 
most  amazingly    diminished;    the    same 
observation  applied  to  many  other  trades, 
the  gilt  toy,  the  tin  and  Bath  metal,  &c. 
Numbers,  indeed,  had  been  employed  in 
the   manufacture   of  a  particular  sort  of 
musket ;  in  prospect  of  peace,  orders  had 
been  countermanded,  and  half  the  manu- 
facturers had  been  discharged.     In  conse- 
quence of  the  glorious  news  just  commu- 
nicated by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, the  whole  employment  must  cease; 
what,  then,  is  to  become  of  the  manufac- 
turers }  Are  they  to  be  allowed  to  transfer 
their  industry,  j^r  are  they  to  be  (brown 
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on  their  parishes  for  support  ?  He  ob« 
served,  that  his  Bill  did  not  seek  to  repeal 
or  alter  any  other  statute  than  that  of  the 
5th  Elizabeth  ;  nor  did  it  aflect  or  alter 
the  bye-laws  or  privileges  of  any  corpo- 
ration  or  company  lawfully  constituted; 
indeed^  out  of  abundant  caution  he  had 
inserted  a  clause  to  that  effect.  The 
learned  seijeaot  said  he  had  not  taken  up 
this  case  lightly;  he  had  thought  mnch 
upon  the  subject ;  nor  had  he  proceeded 
merely  on  the  opinion  of  theoretical  men, 
though  political  economy  had  ever  been 
with  him  a  favourite  study;  he  had  been 
favoured  with  the  valuable  opinions  of 
many  enlightened  practical  men ;  and 
from  all  the  information  he  had  derived 
on  the  subject  he  was  fully  convinced  it 
was  one  that  loudly  called  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Lockhari  said,  that,  while  be  agreed 
in  some  of  the  propositions  laid  down  bf 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  he  felt  confei* 
derable  alarm  at  others  which  he  had 
promulged.  He  certainly  had  shewn  tte 
inconsistency,  and  sometimes  even  the 
absurdity,  which  characterised  the  deci- 
sions, under  the  3th  of  Elizabeth^  in  our 
courts  of  justice — and,  above  all,  he  had 
placed  in  a  very  striking  light  the  daH* 
ger  of  giving  to  the  judges  a  sort  of  feel- 
ing, which  induced  them  to  act  ratlMr 
from  their  oWn  ideas  of  policy,  than  from 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  He  (Mr. 
Lockhart)  held  the  same  opinion  on  these 
points  as  his  learned  friend ;  and,  with 
him,  he  also  thought,  that  the  system  of 
seeking  redress  by  action  brought  throagh 
the  medium  of  a  common  informer  was 
very  objectionable.  But  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  not  applied  himself  t6 
the  main  object  of  the  existing  law — he 
had  not  touched  upon  the  general  hectfaiity 
of  apprenticeships.  He  appeared  to  think, 
with  most  writers  upon  political  oecottomT, 
that  regulations  of  this  kind  had  better  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  parents,  and  of  the 
individuals  themselves  who  wished  to  ac- 
quire any  trade.  If  this  course  were  fbl- 
lowed,  his  learned  friend  was  of  opiniotl^ 
that  wages  would  be  given,  according  to 
the  contract  entered  into,  or  in  proportion 
to  the  ability  of  the  party.  He  had  aM 
said,  that  skill  was  not  to  be  obtained  by 
an  adherence  to  indentures.  But  this  waa 
a  proposition  that  ought  to  be  receii^ed 
with  extreme  caution ;  and  therefor^  be 
was  of  opinion,  that  a  committee  shoiild  be 
appointed  to  investigate  that  fact — to  liXit* 
miae  Whether  appreaticeships  were  liOf 
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beneficial  to  the  morals  of  the  commoDUy, 
and  useful  to  the  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  country.  It  would  be  right 
for  the  House  to  consider^  whether,  if  a 
matter  of  such  serious  import  had  been 
left  merely  to  parents,  many  of  them  of 
the  lowest  class  in  society,  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country  would  ever  have  ar- 
rived at  the  pitch  of  excellence  which 
they  had  now  attained.  This  considera- 
tion alone  was  sufficient  to  call  on  the 
legislature  to  pause,  before  they  made  an 
alteration  in  so  important  a  law.  He  did 
not  mean  to  prejudge  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend; 
at  the  same  time,  he  conceived  it  was  but 
just,  in  deciding  on  the  Act  now  in  ex- 
istence, to  recur  to  the  effects  which  it 
had  already  produced,  and  to  be  guided 
by  those  effects,  ^in  legislating  for  the 
future.  His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
suted,  that  his  Bill  would  not  afibct  either 
the  privileges  or  the  revenues  of  corporate 
bodies ;  because  it  contained  a  clause 
which  guarded  them  from  its  operation.— 
This  clause  he  had  not  stated.  But  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that,  where  the  freedom  of 
a  corporation  depended  on  an  apprentice- 
ship of  seven  years,  atid  fees  were  paid  on 
the  attainment  of  such  freedom,  the  les- 
sening the  number  of  apprenticeships  for 
that  specific  period,  as  it  would  decrease 
the  claim  for  the  freedom  of  the  corpora- 
tion, must  also  decrease  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  fees  so  paid.  Another 
important  question  was,  whether  this  aU 
teration  would  not  affect  the  representa- 
tive system.  Many  persons  in  corporate 
towns  derived  the  right  to  vote,  in  conse- 
quence of  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years.  Now  if  these  apprentice- 
ships for  seven  years  were,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill,  rendered  less  frequent, 
the  number  of  voters  would  be  contracted, 
exactly  in  the  ratio  of  its  operation.  He, 
therefore,  recommended,  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  investigated  by  a  com- 
tnittee,  who  might  state  what  period  they 
considered  necessary  for  the  acquirement 
of  one  trade,  and  what  for  another.  And, 
if  it  were  thought  proper  to  grant  any 
pecuniary  encouragement  to  the  appren- 
tice, in  the  latter  part  of  his  time  (for  he 
knew  it  was  objected,  that  apprentices  be- 
came idle,  when  they  found  themselves 
capable  of  earning  a  great  deal  of  money, 
by  which  the  itiaster  alone  was  benefited), 
a  provision  might  be  introduced,  enabling 
magistrates,  or  others,  to  affix  some  rate 
pf  wages  for  those  who  were  advanced  in 


their  apprenticeships.  He  was  by  no 
means  averse  to  an  alteration  of  the  law; 
but  he  deprecated  that  sweeping  principle 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  called 
upon  them  to  sanction. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  that,  when  a  nnmber  of 
tradesmen  brought  petitions  to  him  against 
any  alteration  of  the  existing  law,  he  told 
them,  that,  as  he  had  himself  introduced 
a  Bill  to  repeal  the  5th  of  Elisabeth,  u 
far  as  it  regarded  the  woollen  manqfac* 
turers,  he  of  course  felt  a  considerable 
bias  in  his  mind.  With  that  impression, 
he  candidly  informed  them^  that  it  would 
require  t  great  deal  of  Information  befbr^ 
he  could  be  induced  to  alter  his  opinion 
on  the  subject.  He  therefore  advised 
them  to  be  cautious  in  what  they  were 
about  to  do;  as  an  Attempt  to  bring  into 
full  effect  the  5th  of  Elizabeth  would  pro- 
bably end  in  disappointment  In  thus 
acting,  he  was  influenced  by  a  desire  not 
to  raise  expectations  in  their  minds  which 
perhaps  never  would  be  realised—e  prln^ 
ciple  by  which  his  conduct  hsfd  alwajri 
been  guided.  The  petitioners,  however, 
statedi  that  they  could  make  out  a  very 
strong  case  J  and  all  they  requested  was, 
that  it  might  be  patiently  heard.  In  an- 
swer to  this,  he  told  them,  that  he  bad  no 
objection  to  lay  their  petition  before  the 
Hoeie,  and  to  take  the  chair  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  it  might  be-  referred. 
The  committee  was  appointed-^it  met 
from  day  to  day,  and,  except  when  pre- 
vented by  indisposition,  be  presided  m  it 
•—and  this  he  felt  himself  bound  ta  admit, 
that  the  petitioners  did  bring  forward  a 
very  strong  case  indeed.  The  learned 
gentleman  Had  alluded  to  pipe-makers 
and  basket-makers;  it  so  happened,  thai 
he  (Mr.  Rose)  did  not  hear  that  part  of 
the  evidence.  But  there  were  other 
trades,  Which  the  persons  examined 
proved  would  bd  greatly  deteriol-ated,  if 
individuals  who  had  not  served  t^lar 
apprenticeships  to  thein  were  suflbrhd  to 
adopt  them.  The  learned  gehtleman 
f  Mr.  Lockhart)  had  expressed  bimself  in 
favour  of  a  committee-M>ot  be  did  not 
conceive  that  such  a  proceeding  would 
be  at  all  useful ;  sinc^  the  former  commit- 
tee was  v^ry  ranely  attended  by  mor^ 
than  two  or  tbrie  members,  after  they  had 
formed  a  quorum.  The  learned  gentle* 
man  (Serjeant  Onslow)  had,  he  thought, 
made  a  charge  against  the  petitioners, 
which  they  did  not  deserve.  He  accused 
them  of  having  brought  actions,  from  om- 
If^ant  feelings— (No,  no,  fromMr.Ser* 
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jeant  Onslow.) — He  (Mr.  Rose)  did  not 
mt  all  wonder,  that  those  who  had  served 
mppreitticesbips  to  a  trade,  and  who  bad 
paid  premiums  to  acquire  it,  knowing  that 
■m  law  existed,  which  gave  to  them,  and 
to  them  only,  a  right  to  work  at  that 
trade,  should  avail  themselves  of  it.  The 
learned  gentleman  had  compared  that 
•law  to  a  venomous  reptile ;  but,  if  it  were 
so,  it  was  created  by  one  of  the  wisest 
administrations  this  country  ever  saw. 
The  judges  certainly  had  moderated  the 
effects  of  the  law ;  and  so  far,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  had  shewn  themselves 
hostile  to  it.  fie  thought,  before  any 
farther  discussion  took  place,  they  should 
permit  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in.  They 
■would  then  become  acquainted  with  its 
provisions,  and  could  act  as  the  necessity 
of  the  case  demanded.  If,  as  he  origi- 
nally understood  the  intention  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  he  meant  to  move  for 
the  complete  repeal  of  the  5th  of  £liza« 
beth,  he  thought  the  measure  would  be 
▼ery  dangerous  in  many  points  of  view. 
It  would,  for  instance,  in  a  variety  of 
cases,  do  away  with  the  right  of  voting. 
That  privilege,  he  believed,,  in  the  city  of 
London,  was  chiefly  exercised  by  those 
who  had  served  apprenticeships  for  seven 
years.  But,  if  he  merely  intended  to  re- 
jnove  the  penalties  to  which  persons  were 
at  present  liable,  for  employing  workmen 
who  had  not  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
.jhip,  the.  Bill  would  probably  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  House.  In  con- 
clusion, the  right  hon.  gentleman  begged 
icaye  to  state,  ihat  those  persons  who  had 
waited  on  him,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
petitions  (from,  he  believed  40,000  trades- 
men) presented  to  the  House,  had  de- 
meaned themselves  in  the  most  proper 
|iod  becoming  manner.  They  had  in- 
dulged in  no  intemperance  of  complaint, 
but  uniformly  expressed  their  perfect  re- 
signation to  the  award  of  the  legislature, 
•whatever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  .Serjeant  0/m/ou^  explained.  When 
he  spoke  of  malignant  motives,  he  bad  no 
idea  of  alluding  to  the  petitioners.  With 
respect  to  the  scope  of  the  intended  Bill 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  examined 
the  order-book,  he  would  have  found, 
that  this  notice  referred  to  the  repeal  of 
only  one  clause  in  the  existing  Act. 

Mr.  PhiUipi  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  very 
extraordinary.  He  stated,  that  be  had 
himself  formerly  moved  the  repeal  of  this 
very  Act,  with  reference  to  certain  manu- 
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factures ;  and  yet  he  had  ju$t  spoken  of 
it  in  terms  of  high  panegyric,  as  one  for 
which  he  had  the  highest  respect.  Glo- 
rious as  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  un- 
doubtedly was,  they  ought  not  to  refer  to 
that  period  as  affording  wise  commercial 
regulations.  The  true  principles  of  com- 
merce appeared,  at  that  time,  to  be  mis- 
understood; and  the  Act  in  question 
proved  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  The 
persons  most  competent  to  form  regula- 
tions with  respect  to  trade  were  the  mas- 
ter manufacturers,  whose  interest  it  was 
to  have  goods  of  the  best  fabric ;  and  no 
legislative  enactment  could  ever  effect  so 
much  in  producing  that  result,  as  the 
merely  leaving  things  to  their  owji  course 
and  operation.  The  proof  of  this  was  to 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  manufac- 
tures for  which  this  country  wa»  most  fa- 
mous, were  precisely  those  to  which  this 
Act  did  not  apply.  If  this  narrow  princi- 
ple had  been  carried  into  every  branch  of 
art,  the.  machinery  of  sir  Richard  Ark- 
wrigbt  would  have  been  lost  to  the  coun-« 
try— and  the  genius  of  Mr.  Wati,  whose 
inventions  had  added  more  to  the.produc* 
tive  powers  of  the  empire,  than  if  the 
population  had  been  increased  one  half, 
would  have  been  still  unknown.  By  thia 
Act,  which  was  said  to  be  so  beneficial,  % 
man,  who  had  served  his  apprenticeship 
to  a  trade  he  detested,  was  prevented  from 
exercising  another  for  which  he  might 
feel  an  incjination.  And,  where  a  manu- 
facturer ceased  to  employ  the  usual  num- 
ber of  hands,  and  another  had  not  a  sufil- 
cient  quantity,  the  superabundance  of  the 
one,  was  prevented  from  being  employed 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  other. 
This  principle  went,  in  fact,  to  place  the 
trading  classes  in  this  country  on  a  level 
with  the  Indian  castes.— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman then  proceeded  to  point  ou^-the 
evil  effects  which  arose  from  the  system  of 
combination  among  tradesmen  ;  a  system 
that  had  extended  widely  through  the 
country,  and  had  produced. great  violence 
and  insubordination.  That  system  was 
supported  by  contributions,  which  were 
placed  under  the  controul  of  committees, 
composed  of  idle  and  turbulent  people, 
who  willingly  undertook  the  office,  t>e- 
cause  they  themselves  benefited  by  it* 
Adam  Smith  thought  that  combinations 
among  workmen  were  not  dangerous^^ 
because  they  were  counteracted  by  com- 
binations among  the  master  manufacturers, 
which  he  believed  to  be  more  frequent. 
That  able  writer  wf»  mistaktn  in  the  fact« 
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And  his  reasoning  was  consequently  erro* 
neous.— -Masters,  it  was  true,  might  hare  a 
common  interest  in  reducing  the  rate  of 
wages — but  the  opposition  among  them 
was  so  much  greater  and  more  powerful 
than  that  among  the  workmen,  that  it 
prevented  them  from  frequently  combin- 
ing together.  On  the  other  band,  the 
journeymen  drove  the  reluctant  into  com- 
bination, through  terror— •and  the  appre- 
hensive^ by  the  hope  of  protection  and 
security  which  their  great  numbers  held 
out.  This  was  not  the  language  of  a  can- 
didate for  popularity— but  it  was  a  lan- 
guage which  his  public  duty  taught  him 
to  make  use  of. 

Alderman  Atkins  should  be  happy  to 
find  that  he  was  under  an  error  in  oppos- 
ing the  measure  of  the  repeal;  but  he  did 
so  from  the  idea  that  we  had  no  means  of 
jcompelling  young  minds  to  pursue  a 
trade,  except  by  holding  forth  motives  of 
encouragement,  in  showing  that  they 
would  thereby  have  advantage  over  their 
fellows.  He  knew  that  many  instances 
might  be  cited  of  great  geniuses,  who 
had  not  served  apprenticeships.  Such 
was  Margarot,  who  invented  the  lunar 
tables,  and  a  watch  for  the  more  perfect 
calculation  of  the  longitude.  Taking 
such  instances  as  proofs  of  the  non* neces- 
sity of  being  bound  for  seven  years,  young 
men  may  say,  "  Why  should  we  submit 
to  a  term  of  bondage  ?'^  The  answer  of 
parents  and  masters  is,  "  We  are  afraid  to 
trust  you;  we  will  have  our  bond,  and 
then  we  have  a  security  for  your  atten* 
dance  to  your  duty/'  Only  take  away 
the  power  to  inflict  the  penalty ;  and  it 
will  be  »eta  what  a  door  we  are  opening 
for  the  neglect  of  our  youth,  who  would 
then  form  their  own  views,  and  conceive 
themselves  competent  to  practise  a  trade 
afler  only  one,  two,  or  three  years  iuitia* 
tion.  in  its  mysteries. 

Mr.  Proikeroe  was  by  no  means  satis- 
fied with  what  had  been  said  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  this  a  pro- 
per time  for  delivering  bis  sentiments 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  was  convinced,  that 
the  farther  the  hon.  gentleman  proceeded 
with  his  Bill,  the  more  difficulty  he  would 
have  to  encounter.  He  had  already 
caused  very  great  alarm  throughout  the 
country  ;  a  proof  of  whicb  was,  the  great 
number  of  signatures  to  the  petitions 
which  he  (Mr.  Moore)  had  presented 
ag»iast  any  alterations  in  the  5th  of  Eli* 
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zabelh.  lliere  were  not  less  than 
300>00()  in  favour  of  the  established  law ; 
while  the  illegitimate,  unapprenticed,  and 
itinerant  coonter- petitioners,  coming  for* 
ward  against  an  existing  right,  did  not 
exceed  2,000 !  If  such  claims  were  to  be 
admitted,  it  would  be  right  to  enquire  why  • 
other  persons  might  not  be  justified  in 
coming  forwsurd  withtheit's;  and  instead 
of  confining  apprentices  to  ribbon-wea- 
vers and  watch-makers,  the  learned  pro- 
fessions might  be  brought  in  question; 
and  it  might  be  asked,  what  right  parsoat 
or  lawyers  have  to .  practjse  their  duties, 
without  serving  a  seven  years  apprentice* 
ship. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  fi-om  what  had  oc-* 
curred  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  most  necessary,  that  leave 
should  be  given  to  bring  in  the  BilU  &nd 
that  it  should  be  read  a  first  time;  they 
would  thus  be  p^fectly  aware  of  its  pro« 
visions,  and  all  misunderstanding  on  the 
subject  would  be  removed.     He  did  not 
place  any  great  weight  on  the  circum- 
stance of  the  petitions  against  the  measure 
being  signed  by  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons ;  for,  when  individuals^made  it  their 
business  to  go  through  the  country,  and 
to  represent  to  the  working  classes  thai 
an  attack  was  about  to  be  made  on  their 
privileges,  it  was   not  wonderful  that  t 
great  clamour  should  have  been  excited. 
He  should  not  have  been  surprised,  under 
such  circumstances,  if,  instead  of  300,000 
persons,  double  that  number  had  come 
forward.      He  had  himself  presented  a 
petition  from  a  great  number  of  manu- 
facturers, inhabitants  of  the  city  which  he 
represented  (Norwich)  against  the  pro- 
jected measure ;    but  (though  he  had  oo 
doubt  many  of  them  were  his  consti- 
tuents), as  an  independent  member    of 
parliament,  that  circumstance  should  not 
deter  him  from  giving  the  proposed  Bill  a 
full  and  fair  consideration— He  thought^ 
that,  when  the  measure  came  to  be  dis- 
cussed, there  would  be  a  great  number  of 
speakers  against  it ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
tnere  would  be  a  large  majority  of  votes 
for  it 

Mr.  Serjeant  Oiulow  made  a  few  obser- 
vations in  reply. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  ^ 
Bill>  which  was  shortly  afterwards  brought 
up ;  read  the  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
the  second  time  on  Friday   the   13th  of 
May. 
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TTiursduy,  April  28. 

Gbnrkal  Ainslie,]  Sir  Roberi  Heron 
expressed  a  wish  to  lay  before  the  House 
duplicates  of  certain  letters  which  had 
been  received  from  the  West  Indies  with 
respect  to  those  transactions  in  the  West 
Indies  which  had  within  a  few  days  be- 
come ihp  fubject  of  conversation  in  that 
House*  He  was  not  present  on  Monday, 
when  the  conduct  of  general  Ainslie,  rela- 
tive to  these  transactions,  had  been  ani- 
madverted upon;  but  he  lamented  the 
censure,  and  deprecated  any  decision  upon 
the  character  of  an  officer  high  in  his  Ma- 
jetty's  service  on  mere  rumour  or  ex  parte 
statement.  His  object  was  correspondent 
with  justice,  in  endeavouring  to  remove, 
by  the  production  of  these  papers,  any 
injurious  impression  which  the  censure  or 
charges  alluded  to  were  calculated  to  pro- 
duce upon  the  public  mind.  He  could 
not,  indeed,  allow  the  character  of  a  dis- 
tinguished officer  to  be  sullied  by  a  mere 
impeachment  without  evidence.  The 
charges  advanced  against  this  officer  were 
not,  he  hoped,  brought  forward  upon  light 
groand.  For  himself  he  would  say,  that 
if  this  officer,  or  any  person  in  authority, 
were  found  to  oppress  those  whom  he  was 
bound  to  protect,  that  officer  or  person 
should  never  find  a  defender  in  bim.  But 
it  happened,  as  be  understood,  that  several 
documents  respecting  the  case  had  been 
intercepted  or  lost,  in  their  conveyance 
from  the  West  Indies;  and  it  was  there- 
fore wished,  with  a  view  to  the  elucidation 
of  general  Ainslie's  conduct,  that  dupli- 
cates of  the  letters  received  by  Mrs. 
Ainslie  upon  the  subject  should  be  laid 
before  the  House;  with  which  wish  he 
(sir  Robert)  now  proposed  to  comply. 

The  S^feaker  observed,  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  inadmissible.  It  was  compe- 
tent for  any  member  to  move  for  the 
production  of  any  papers  that  he  thought 
proper ;  but  no  member  could,  of  his  own 
mere  will,  lay  any  papers  before  that 
House.    The  hon.  baronet  might,  however. 

So  on  with  the  statement  of  his  case,  if  he 
ad  any  motion  in  view. 
Sir  R,  Heron  stated,  that  from  the  let- 
ters he  had  alluded  to,  it  would  appear 
that  the  flogging  which  seemed  to  &rm 
the  chief  ground  of  complaint  was  inflicted 
upon  a  run-away  slave,  who  was  a  French- 
man by  birth,  and  who  had  been  guilty  of 
thea. 
Mr.  Crtevey  considered  the  hon.  ba* 
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ronet's  perseverance  in  this  sort  of  state- 
ment as  quite  irregular,  unless  he  meant 
to  terminate  in  some  motion,  because 
the  hon.  baroniet  (sir  H.  Mildmay)  who 
had  originally  brought  the  business  before 
the  House,  would  otherwise  be  prevented 
from  replying. 

Sir  R»  Heron  said,  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  press  the  matter  farther  at  present ;  but 
he  hoped  that  that  House  and  the  country 
would  suspend  its  judgment  upon  the 
charges  against  general  Ainslie,  until  the 
whole  of  the  case  were  investigated,  and 
its  merits  fully  ascertained. 

Sir  H.  Miidmay  thought  it  right  to  cor- 
rect.an  error  in  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  for  he  had  brought  forward  no 
charges  whatever  against  general  Ainslie ; 
but  having  seen  statements  in  the  public 
papers,  containing  the  most  serious  charges 
against  the  conduct  and  character  of  that 
officer,  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  put  certain 
questions,  and  to  move  for  the  production 
of  documents  in  that  House,  with  a  view 
to  the  elucidation  of  those  charges. 

Slave  Trade.]  Mr.  Rose  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  allowing  ships 
seized  in  the  Slave  Trade  and  condemned, 
to  be  registered  as  British  ships. 

Mr.  WhUhrtad,  although  he  saw  no  mi- 
nister in  his  place,  took  this  oppoptanity 
of  the  mention  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to  ex- 
press a  hope,  that  in  the  pending  congress 
a  decisive  declaration  would  be  made  by  . 
all  the  allies  against  the  continuance  of 
this  nefarious  traffic  ;  and  that  this  decla- 
ration would  be  followed  up  by  efficient 
acts  on  the  part  of  each  of  those  allies ;  at 
least,  that  the  utmost  influence  of  this 
country  would  be  used  to  promote  this 
desirable  and  desired  end.  Of  this  oppor- 
tunity he  thought  it  proper  to  avail  him- 
self, to  state  bis  wish  upon  the  interesting 
subject  alluded  to,  because  it  might  be  the 
last  opportunity  that  would  owt  in  due 
time ;  although  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
might  not  be  enabled  to  make  him  any 
answer  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  make  any  answer  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's question  upon  the  subject  referred 
to. 

Mr.  WhUhread  anticipated  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  no  authority  upon  the 
subject ;  but  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  opportunities  of  communication  with 
ministers,  he  thought  it  right  to  state  bis 
wish  and  opinion,  in  the  hope  that  it  woold 
be  communicated,  and  have  some  effect ; 
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for  which  he  wu  the  niore  anxiova^  a»  he 
happened  ta  koow  ibal  ton»e  peraoos  were 
actaally  preparing,  ia  the  hope  and  coq-» 
templatioii  that  they  woukl  be  allowed  to 
resume  this  abominable  trade. 
Mr.  Rose's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Late  Actions  at  ToulousEtAND 
Bayonnk.1  Mr.  Fremont ie,  in  considera- 
tion for  the  friends  and  families  of  those 
gallant  men  who  bad  so  unavailingly  and 
lamentably  fallen  in  the  late  actions  at 
Tovlouse  and  Bayonne,  thought  it  right  to 
ask  what  steps  had  been  taken  by  our  am- 
bassador in  France,  by  the  British  commis> 
sioners  attached  to  the  allied  armies,  or  by 
the  government  at  home,  to  send  intelli- 
gence to  oor  army  under  lord  Wellington, 
of  what  took  place  at  Paris  from  tlie  51st 
of  March  to  the  12lh  instant. 

The  Chanceihr  qf  the  Exektqugr  had  no 
doubt  it  would  be  found  that  no  practica- 
ble steps  had  been  left  untaken  either  by 
the  Eifglish  ambassador,  by  the  commis- 
siopers  alluded  to,  or  by  the  government 
at  home,  to  send  the  earliest  intelhgence 
of  the  events  at  Paris  to  the  army  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Fremantie  did  not  consider  the 
answer  of  the  right  boo.  gentleman  as>  sa- 
tisfactory. He  wished  to  know  the  date  at 
which  the  several  dispatches  had  been 
transmitted  to  lord  Wellington. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  de^hnd, 
that  he  could  not  at  present  precisel^y  state 
the  datea  required ;  but  the  hon«  gentle- 
man might  make  a  motion  upon  the  subject 
if  he  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Fremantie  thought  it  proper  to 
move  for  copies  of  any  papers  or  docu- 
ments transmitted  by  the  English  ambaa- 
sador  or  military  commissioner-s  with  the 
allied  armies  to  the  English  army  in 
France,  from  the  31st  of  March  to  the 
12th  instant,  with  regard  to  what  occurred 
in  France,  together  with  the  dates  of  the 
•ame. 

The  Chtmeellor  (fthe  Exchequer  suggested 
an  amendment,  by  the  addition  of "  or 
by  his  Majesty's  government  in  this  coun- 
try." 

The  motion  with  the  amendment  being 
read. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expressed 
his  conviction  that  it  would  be  found  that 
every  possible  step  bad  been  taken  to 
transmit  that  intelligence,  the  delay  of 
wliich  had  occasioned  th»  shedding  of  so 
much  vahiable  blood.  Nothing,  therefore, 
remained  for  these  mdancboiy  events,  but 
noaTailing  regret. 
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Mr.  Fremantie  disclaimed  the  idtentton 
of  casting  any  imputation  upon  either  the 
British  ambassador,  our  eommissionett 
with  the  allied  armies,  or  the  government 
at  home  ;  but  he  felt  it  due  to  the  familiea 
of  those  wlio  had  so  gallantly  fallen,  to 
shew  that  nothing  had  been  left  undone 
which  ought  to  have  been  done,  to  pre- 
vent such  wanton  sacrifices.  The  conso- 
lation was  small,  but  atiil  it  ought  to  be 
administered. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Sinking  Fund.]  Mr.  Grenfell,  pursiiani 
to  notice  relative  to  this  subject,  began 
by  expressing  his  regret  that  what  he  bad 
to  say  on  a  topic  of  such  great  importance 
had  not  fallen  to  the  task  of  a  more  com- 
petent person^  as  it  was  known  to  be  one 
on  which  a  considerable  difference  of  opi- 
nion existed.  He  begged  the  House  die* 
tinctfy  to  understand,  that  his  sole  reason 
for  noticing  the  subject  was,  that  il  might 
receive  not  only  their  most  attentive  con- 
sideration, bttt  that  of  the  public  at  large. 
The  clause  to  which  he  should  particular- 
ly allude,  was  that  introduced  in  the  ori- 
ginal Bill  of  1786,  by  the  late  Mr.  Fox* 
and  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  late 
Mr.  Pitt  to  have  been  a  masterpiece  of  the 
ability  of  its  great  and  enlightened  au- 
thor. The  subject,  however,  was  so  fami- 
liar,  that  any  details  on  the  natore  of  thct 
clause  were  perfectly  unnecessary  ;  yet  it 
might  be  expected  that  he  should  enter 
aomiewhal  at  length  into  the  mode  and 
practice  of  carrying  the  Act  into  execu- 
tion. The  Aet  of  the  26tb  of  the  King 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Sininng  Fund ; 
a  measure  not  only  the  most  clear  and  re- 
Qolar  in  its  operation,  but  the  most  power<« 
ful,  of  any  that  was  ever  devised  in  support 
of  the  finance  of  this  country.  'Nothing, 
therefore,  could  be  farther  from  his  inten- 
tion, than  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
measure  itself,  or  iu  progressive  routine  ; 
but  if  the  ideas  he  should  suggest  were 
duly  considered  and  adopted,  he  waa  con- 
vinced that  fresh  vigour  might  be  given- 
to  the  excellent  system.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman here  gave  an  outline  of  the  natore 
of  the  Act,  and  observed,  that  the  uniform 
and  uninterrupted  operations  of  the  com- 
missioners had  had  the  eiiect  of  accumu- 
lating hundreds  of  millions  in  their  hand^ 
The  mode  they  adopted  was  this :  they 
had  employed  agents  |ind  brokers  to  lay 
out  certain' sums  of  money,  at  regular  p»» 
riods,  in  the  3  per  cents.  At  the  passhi|f 
of  the  Act  in  1786,  they  applied  iMt* 
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qaarterly  nnmi  either  to  the  paying  off 
redeemable  annaities,  which  might  be 
above  par,  .or  to  the  purchase  of  others 
below  par^  at  the  market  price.  But  the 
clause  to  which  he  alluded,  was  framed  in 
the  oontemplation  that  a  period  would  ar- 
rive when  another  and  more  advantageous 
mode  might  be  adopted  of  laying  out  the 
money.  It  authorised  the  commissioners 
to  advance  this  money  by  way  of  loan  to 
any  persons  with  whom  such  contracts  of 
government  might  be  made.  This  great 
financial  machine,  if  it  migfht  so  be  called, 
wais  thus  calculated  to  produce  vast  and 
absolute  savings  to  the  country.  Yet  the 
whole  of  the  monev  had  hitherto  been 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  stock  for  the 
extinction  of  the  national  debt;  and  it 
only  remained  to  enquire  which  of  the 
two  modes  would  be  most  beneficial  to  the 
nation ;  that  of  continuing  to  purchase 
stock,  or  advancing  the  sums  thus  at  com- 
mand towards  any  future  loan  ?  He  would 
briefly  state  the  arguments  which  he  had 
beard  on  both  sides  of  the  subject.  The 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  applied 
in  the  present  year  for  the  purchase  of 
stock  is  12.000,000/.  The  loan  may  pro- 
bably be  22,000,000/.  He  would  merely 
take  it  at  the  amount  of  the  loan  of  last  y  ear, 
at  which  time  the  amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  might  be  estimated  at  45,000,000/. 
He  wished  only  for  an  assumed  average. 
Now  it  must  be  admitted,  (hat  to  throw 
into  the  market  22  millions  of  stock,  as 
was  the  case  in  Nbvember  last,  and  then 
to  employ  agents  to  go  and  buy  12  mil- 
lions, must  keep  up  the  price  of  the  funds 
more  effectually  than  if  these  twelve  mil- 
lions were  withheld  from  the  market.  If 
government  want  22  millions,  and  their 
own  commissioners  have  12  millions  to 
lay  out,  would  it  not  be  better  to  take 
this  latter  sum  on  their  own  account,  than 
to  let  it  go  into  the  market  ?  Certainly  the 
present  mode  was  a  very  circuitous  way 
of  going  to  work  ;  and  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  not  only  ministers,  but  persons  who 
bad  never  gone  into  the  stock-market  at 
all,  were  more  likely  tn  form  an  unpreju- 
diced and  distinct  opinion  on  thi.s  subject, 
than  the  most  practical  stock-brokers 
among  them  all.  The  price  of  the  article 
which  we  call  stock  must  depend  upon 
the  proportion  of  the  supply  in  the  market, 
and  the  leaving  of  an  excess  of  public 
debt  for  a  time;  but  withholding  the  12 
millions  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  would  ope- 
lateas  an  advantage,  rather  than  other- 
wise, by  the  effect  it  would  have  on  the 
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prices  of  the  funds.  To  place  the  subject' 
m  a  clear  view,  suppose  a  gentleman  of 
12,000/.  a  year  wants  to  raise  10,000/. 
he  goes  among  the  money-lenders  to  raise 
it.  They  tell  him  "  you  must  go  into  (he 
market  and  boy  22,000^  ;  but  get  a  per-» 
son  to  take  12,000/.  of  the  amount,  and 
then  you  obtain  your  wants,  anJ  hand 
back  the  rest/'  The  hon.  gentleman  pur-^ 
sued  his  illustrations,  by  citing  cases  of 
commercial  bartering,  and  drew  the  in- 
ference; that  the  knowledge  of  the  times 
when  purchases  were  to  be  made  on  be- 
half of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  must  natu- 
rally have  the  effect  of  raising  the  stocks 
at  those  periods.  By  way  of  contrast,  be 
urged,  that  after  a  loan  bad  been  con- 
tracted for,  the  effect  produced  4>y  the  sale 
of  omnium,  in  depressing  the  funds,  was 
exactly  in  the  inverse  proportion  as  they 
were  raised  by  the  purchases  of  the  com- 
missioners. As  fast  as  these  commissioners 
pour  their  12  millions  into  the  public 
reservoir,  the  loan  contractors  take  it  out 
and  carry  it  to  the  Exchequer ;  but  by  the 
mode  which  the  clause  in  question  gives 
them  the  power  to  adopt,  they  could  carry 
it  there  at  once.  He  could  but  very  im- 
perfectly state  the  arguments  he  had  heard 
against  this  mode.  He  had  been  asked 
what  were  the  arguments  in  favour  of 
changing  the  system  ?  Why,  tb6  profit 
that  would  arise  from  its  operation.  Were 
gentlemen  aware  what  this  profit  would 
have  been  upon  the  last  loan  ?  He  fnigbt 
say  that  the  average  premium  of  20  per 
cent,  upon  the  last  loan  is  less  than  what- 
would  have  arisen  by  the  alteration  in 
question,  as  the  loan  itself  might  have  been 
reduced  from  22  to  10  millions.  The  hon* 
gentleman  concluded  with  saying,  that  be 
need  not  trouble  the  House  any  farther  on 
a  subject  so  self-evident.  His  object  was 
only  to  invite  them  to  give  it  all  due  con- 
sideration :  he  should  therefore  merely 
move  for  papers  which  would  tend  to 
throw  additional  light  on  the  topic.  The 
hon.  member  concluded  by  moving.  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account 
of  the  money  expended  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  reduction  of  the  National 
Debt,  in  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
April  inst.  together  with  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  bearing  interest ;  as  well 
as  accounts  of  the  average  price  paid  for 
every  100/.  of  the  said  capital,  &c. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  observations  which  he  v?as  pre- 
pared to  offer,  were  much  abridged  by  xh% 
manner  in  which  the  subject  bad  bttn 
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treated    by  the   hon.  genilemaa.      The 
returns  of  the  amount  of  the  National 
Debt  at  the  close  of  each  year  would  have 
been  ? ery  nearly  the  same,  if  the  course 
recommended  by  the  hoo.  member  had 
been  taken,  as  they  had  been  under  the 
present  system.     By  this  he  meant,  that 
the  excess  of  the  loan  raised  in  each  year 
over  the  sums  appropriated  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt,  would  have  been 
the  same.      In  this  respect,  then,  there 
would  be  neither  an  advantage  nor  a  dis- 
advantage in  adopting  the  suggestions  of 
the  hon.   gentleman;     but  the  question 
which  they  had  to  consider  was  merely 
this :— whether,  in  the  course  of  years,  it 
might   be  expected  to  produce   a  better 
effect  on  the  money-market?     It  might 
be  impossible   to  show  that  the  present 
system  was  superior  to  that  of  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  the   advocate.     He 
did  not  know  any   way   in  which  they 
could  positively  decide  the  question ;    but 
be  held  the  advantages  wnich  resulted 
from  a  gradual  and  constant  application 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  purchase  of 
stock,  to  be  superior  to  those  offered  by 
the  plan  of  the  hon.  gent.     If,  for  instance, 
the  sum  of  100,000^  were  thus  expended 
on  every  quarter-day,  the  effect  produced 
at  the  end  of  the  year  would  be  more  con- 
siderable than  that  to  be  looked  for  from 
a  sum,  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  such 
purchases,  being  so  disposed  of  at  once  in 
the  market.     There  might  be  occasions  on 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  have  recourse 
to  the  plan  of  his  hon.   friend  :    when  it 
appeared  that  there  was  any  unfair  advan- 
tage attempted  to  be  taken  by  a  combina- 
tion of  those  disposed  to  bid  for  the  loan, 
then  it  might  be  right  for  the  minister  to 
avail  himseli  of  that  alternative  which  was 
aflbrded    him  by  the  law.     There   were 
other  circumstances  in  which  it  might  be 
his  duty  to  do  so.     When  a  great  rise  of 
the  funds  was  anticipated,  for  instance,  or 
when  the  loan  was  so  small  that  the  com- 
missioners could  advance  the  whole  of  it, 
in  these   cases  it   might  appear  that  he 
ought  to  go  to  them ;    but  be  could  not 
admit  that  it  ought  to  be  his  uniform  prac- 
tice.    He  begged  to  reserve  to  himself  the 
free  liberty  of  taking  that  course  which 
mccording  to  circumstances  should  appear 
the  best.     He,  however,  admitted  that  the 
subject  well  deserved  the  most  attentive 
consideration,  and  thought  the  hon.  gen- 
olenaa  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  House 
for  bringing  it  forward. 
Mr^  &  Th^nuon  could  not  approve  of 


the  course  recommended  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. As  a  friend  to  the  Sinking  Fond^ 
he  was  unwilling  that  any  material  devia- 
tions from  the  present  system  should  be 
countenanced.  That  had  enabled  us  to 
bear  up,  while  our  National  Debt  was 
augmented  from  261  millions  to  QCK)  mil* 
lions ;  and  but  for  that,  we  should  long 
ago  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  our  ene- 
mies. He  gave  every  credit  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  for  the  clear  and  lucid  manner 
in  which  he  had  brought  the  subject  for* 
ward,  but  differed  from  him  in  his  conclu- 
sions. The  hon.  gentleman,  in  noticing 
the  agitation  of  the  funds,  observed^  it  was 
a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  but 
the  funds  were  seven  per  cent,  lower  now 
than  they  were  before  Buonaparte's  abdi- 
cation was  known. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  expla- 
nation of  this  circumstance  observed,  that 
the  depression  of  the  funds  was  caused  by 
the  expectation  of  a  loan,  the  amount  of 
which  had  been  considerably  exasgerated* 

Mr.  Martin  spoke  in  support  ofthe  pre- 
sent system. 

Mr.  GrcitfeU,  in  reply,  said  he  had  been 
misunderstood.  His  plan,  instead  of  in- 
juring the  Sinking  Fund,  would  add  to  the 
means  of  the  commissioners  for  extin- 
guishing the  National  Debt.  He  bad 
asked  one  of  the  contractors  for  the  last 
loan  if  12,000,000/.  of  the  22,000,000^ 
had  been  taken  from  the  commissioners 
for  paying  off  the  National  Debt,  whether 
he  would  have  been  disposed  to  bid  for  the 
remaining  10,000,000/.  The  answer  of 
the  gentleman  had  been  (and  he  was  au- 
thorised to  state  it),  I  would  not  only  have 
bid  for  it,  but  I  would  have  given  a  higher 
price  for  it,  had  the  loan  been  but 
10,000.000/.  instead  of  22,000,000/. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Report  on  thb  Act  respecting  thb 
Bounties,  &c.  on  Sugar.]  Mr.  Brogdeii 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider 
of  an  Act  made  in  the  present  session,  c. 
24,  for  continuing  certain  bounties  and 
drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  sugar 
from  Great  Britain,  and  for  suspending  the 
countervailing  duties  and  bounties  on 
sugar  when  the  duties  imposed  by  an  Act 
of  the  49th  year  of  his  present  Majesty 
shall  be  suspended ;  and  who  were  in- 
structed to  consider  of  the  duties  on  sugar, 
cofiee,  and  other  articles,  the  pioduce  of 
Martinique,  Mariegalante,  Guadaloupe, 
Saint  Eustatia,  Saint  Martin^  and  Saba, 
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t|M  reign  of  his  present  Majesty » by  which 
the  drawbacks  and  bounties  on  sugar  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain  were  reg^ilated 
and  ascertained,  be  repealed  ;  and  that  the 
.following  Schedule  be  substituted  in  lieu 
thereof^  except  with  respect  to  raw  sugari 
for  a  time  to  be  limited,  viz. 


imported  into  Great  Britain  ;  the  Resolu- 
tions which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  the  House ;  and  the  same  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  are 
as  follow :  " 

1.    Resolved,  That  the   Schedule   an- 
nexed to  an  Act  made  in  the  43th  year  of 


I 


Fijcet  of  Broirn  or  Motcof  ido  Sugar,  at  which 
Dnvbacli  mod  Botioiics  arc  payable. 


If  the  average  price  of  Brown  or  Musco- 
vado Sugar,  published  in  the  London 
Gazette,  shall  not  exceed  455.  the  cwt. 

If.it  shall  exceed  455.  and  not  exceed  5iis. 

If  it  shall  exceed  585.  and  not  exceed  605. 

If  it  shall  exceed  60s.  and  not  exceed  625. 

If  it  shall  exceed  625.  the  cwt.     -     -     - 


Drawback  to  be  allowed 
on  Satar  of  the  British 
Plantatiooi  io  the  Mme 
ttate  in  which  it  was 
imported;  and  Bounty 
on  re6oed  Sugar,  being 
grouad  or  powdered 
Sugar. 


Bounty  00  refined  Sugar 
called  Battardi,  or  re- 
flned  hoti  Bofv  hro* 
ken  to  piecet. 


205.  the  cwt. 
205.     -     - 
185.     -     . 
]  65.     -     - 
145.     •     - 


Bounty  on  other  re£De4 
Sugar  in  Loaf  coih^ 
pkrtc  and  whole,  or 
Lump  duly  refined. 


255.  the  cwt. 
205.     .     - 
1 85.      -     - 
165.      -      - 
1 45.     -     - 


365.  the  cwt. 
345.     -     - 
315.     -     - 
275.     -     - 
245.     -     - 


All  the  above  Prices  are  to  be  taken,  exclusive  of  the  Duties  of  Customs  paid  or 

payable  on  the  Importation  of  Sugar, 


2.  That  it,  is  expedient  that  sugar, 
coffee,  and  other  articles  the  produce  of 
Martinique,  Mariegalante,  Guadaloupe, 
Saint  Eustatia,  Saint  Martin,  and  Saba; 
imported  into  Great  Britain,  be  subject  to 
the  like  duties,  drawbacks,  bounties,  rules, 
regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  similar 
articles  of  the  British  plantations. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  upon 
the  said  Resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Brog- 
den,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Lusbingtoe,  do 
prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

Ireland  —  Report  on  the  Act  re- 
specting Judges'  Salaries.]  Mr.  Brog- 
den  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  Co  whom  it  was  referred  to 
consider  of  the  Act  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  40  Geo.  3,  c.  69,  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  grant  annuities  to  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor,  and  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Ring's^bench,  Master  Qf  the 
Rolls,  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common- 
pleas  and  Exchequer,  Judge  or  Commis- 
sary of  the  Court  of  Prerogative,  the  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  of 
Dublin,  and  Assistant  Barristers  of  the 
several  other  counties,  on  the  resignation 
of  their  respective  offices,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  the  Resolu- 
tion which  thty  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  Hosae;  and  the  tame  was  read. 


and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and\it  aa 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  his  Majesty  be  enabled 
to  g^ant,  under  certain  conditions  to  be 
limited,  onto  any  person  who  may  or  abaU 
have  executed  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  King's-bencb,  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common- 
pleas,  or  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  iq 
Ireland,  respectively,  an  additional  annuity 
of  800/.  Irish  currency  to  each  of  such 
persons ;  and  to  any  person  who  nay  or 
shall  have  executed  the  office  of  Poisne 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's-bench  or 
Common-pleas,  or  of  Baron  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  Ireland,  an  additional  annuity  of 
600/.  Irish  currency  to  each  of  such  par- 
sons ;  such  annuities  to  be  granted  to  them 
respectively,  after  their  resignation  of  such 
offices  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  upon 
the  said  Resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Brogden, 
Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  William  FitageraM,  anj 
Mr.  Lushington>  do  prepare  and  bring 
it  in. 

Petition  op  the  High  BAaiFF  of 
Westminster.]  A  Petition  of  Arthur 
Morris,  bailiff  of  the  liberty  of  tba 
dean  and  chapter  of  the  collegiate  church 
of  St.  Peter  at  Westminster^  in  the  counQr 
of  Middlesex,  being  offered  to  ba  firt- 
sented ; 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  JSxohtqnaFi^by 
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command  of  bit  royal  highness  the  Prinee 
Regent,  acquainted  the  House,  that  his 
Royal  Highness,  haviog  been  informed  of 
the  contents  of  the  said  Petition,  recom- 
mends it  to  the  consiHeration  of  the  House. 
Then  the  said  Petitioa  was  brought  op 
and  read ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  all  precepts  for  the  election  of 
citizens  to  serte .  in   parliament   for  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Westminster,  are  di- 
rected to,  and  returned  by  the  petitioner ; 
and  that,  by  the  report  of  a  committee  ef 
the  House,  appointed  to  enquire  into  and 
examine  the  nature  of  the  office  of  high 
bailiff  of  Westminster,  and  the  duties  and 
burthens  incident  thereto,  it  appears  that 
the   net  annual ,  income  of  the   office    is 
wholly  inadequate  to  bear  the  necessary 
expences  of   such  elections,  and  which, 
until  the  period  of  the  petitioner's  appoint- 
ment, were   uniformly   defrayed    by  the 
respectife  candidates;    and  that,  by  the 
refusal  of  such  payment  at  the  contested 
elections  in  1806  and  1807,  the  petitioner 
was  placed  in  a  situation  of  unexpected 
difficulty  and  risk,  and  sustained  a  clear 
actual  loss  of  1,269/.  \0s.  '2d,  and  there- 
fore the  same  committee,  considering  the 
peculiar  hardships  under  which  the  peti- 
tioner   laboured,    recommended   to    the 
House,  that  some  certain  provisions  should 
be  made  for  defraying  those  expences,  as 
appears  by  such  report,  printed  the  1 1  th 
day  of  June  1811,  and  to  which  the  peti- 
tioner begs  leave  to  refer;    and  that,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  report,  an  Act  was 
passed  the  9th  of  July  following,  whereby 
it  was  enacted,  that  the  expences  of  hus- 
tings and  poll  clerks  should  be  defrayed 
by  the  candidate  or  candidates  at  all  future 
elections  for  the  city  of  Westminster  ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the 
two  members  returned  at  the  last  election 
for  Westminster,  in  October  1812,  to  com- 
ply with  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  on» 
the  ground  of  their  not  being  candidates 
at  such  election,  the  petitioner  caused  an 
action  to  be  commenced  against  the  hon* 
lor^  Cochrane,  one  of  such  members,  who 
having  suffered  judgment  by  default  to  go 
against  him,  the  petitioner  obtained  a  Ter- 
dictfrom  a  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the 
sheriff,  for  226/.  being  one  moiety  of  the 
expences  proved  by  the  petitioner  to  hare 
been  incurred  by  him  in  and  about  such 
election,  and  which  sou  has  been  receired 
by  the  petitioner;  and  that  the  petitioner 
WM  onder  the  neceaaity  of  bringing  his 
ttction  for  the  other  moiety  agahitt  sir 
Franeit  Bardetti  ihe  eiber  member  re- 


turned, wherein'  the  petitioner  was  non- 
suited, and  which  nonsuit  has  been  con- 
firmed,  after  solemn   argument,    in    the 
court  of  King's-bench,  on  the  ground  that 
sir  Francis  Burdett,  not  ha^ng  interfered, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  conduct  of 
such,  election,  or    sanctioned    the    same 
otherwise  than  by  taking  his  seat,  cooM 
not  be  considered  a  candidate  within  the 
meaning  of  the  said  Act;    and  that  the 
petitioner  has  thus  incurred  a  further  loss 
of  225/.  amounting,  with  his  former  loss  of 
1,269/.  lOi.  2d.  to  the  sum  of  1,494/.  I0«. 
2d.  exclusive  of  very  heavy  costs,  making 
a  total  of  not  less  than  2,000/. ;    and  that 
such  expences  have  fallen  upon  the  peti- 
tioner in  the  due  and  zealous  execution  of 
writs  for  the  return  of  members  to  the 
House,  and  not  in  consequence  of  any  in- 
correctness on  his  part,  but  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  act  of  parliament  to  protect 
him  against  the  novel  and  unexpected  man- 
ner of  eluding  the  provisions  thereof;  and 
that  the  just  and  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
House  to  afford  relief  to  the  petitioner  have 
thus  been  frustrated,  leaving  him  still  a  suf- 
ferer to  an  amount  exceeding  tlie  whole 
net  profits  of  his  office  during  the  seven 
years  he  has  held  the  same,  and  more  than 
his  private  fortune  is  equal  to  bear ;    and 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  petitioner 
to  make  application  to  the  House  early  in 
the  present  session,  but  was  not  able  Co 
obtain  the  sanction  of  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  his   Majesty's   Treasury  until 
after  the  time  limited  for  receiTing  peti- 
tions for  private  Bills  had  elapsed  ;   and 
praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  pre- 
sent a  Petition  for  the  purposes  aforesaid." 
Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  present 
a  Petition  as  desired. 

A  Petition  of  the  said  Arthur  Morris 
was  accordingly  presented  and  read  ;  con- 
taining the  same  allegations  as  the  last 
preceding  Petition  ;  and  praying  the 
House  to  afford  him  that  remuneration  for 
expences  incurred  in  its  service,  which  he 
trusts  have  been  satisfactorily  proved  by 
the  report  of  the  committee  before  whom 
the  principal  part  of  the  foreeoing  allega- 
tions were  fully  substantiated  by  evidence. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  April  29. 

NonwAY.]  Lord  HoUand,  seeing  hit 
ifoble  friend  (lord  Liverpool)  in  his  place, 
was  desirous  of  ascertaining  firom  him  the 
exact  import  of  the  anapension  or  cem- 

t 


587J        HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Uon  of  ho8tilitiet«  which  he  had  aiinounc- 
ed  the  other  dav*  When  his  noble  friend 
said  that  a  convention  for  the  suspension 
of  hostilities  had  been  signed  between 
France  and  the  Allies,  did  he  mean  to 
state,  that  Norway  was  included  among 
those  powers  between  whom  hostilities 
had  ceased. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  in  reply  to  the  question  put  by 
bis  Doble  friend,  that  Norway  was  not 
included  in  the  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties. 

Lord  Holland  asked,  was  it  to  be  under- 
stood from  that  statement,  that  we  were 
at  war  with  Norway. 

The  Earl  of  JJvtrpool  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  state  the  fact,  that  orders  had 
been  given  at  the  proper  place  (the  Ad- 
miralty], to  take  measures  for  the  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  Norway. 

Earl  Grey  supposed  it  was  then  to  be 
understood  from  this  statement,  that  the 
ports  of  Norway  were  to  be  blockaded  by 
Great  Britain,  in  order  to  compel  Norway 
by  famine  to  submit  to  unite  itself  with  a 
foreign  power  against  its  inclination !  He 
heard  this  avowed  with  equal  astonishment 
and  grief.  What  was  to  be  done  upon 
ibis,  he  did  not  know.  The  matter  was  in 
the  hands  of  his  noble  friend.  But  some 
motion  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  subject 
might  be  thoroughly  sifted. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  conceived  him- 
self to  be  limited  at  present  merely  to  the 
giving  an  answer  to  the  question.  When 
the  motion  should  be  made,  he  would  then 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  whole 
t)f  the  circumstances. 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  as  the  motion 
to  be  made  must  be  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  the  foundation  for  some  further 
proceeding,  it  was  desirable  that  their 
lordships  should  have  before  them  some 
official  document.  The  statement  of  the 
fact  by  the  noble  lord  was  of  course  per- 
fectly sufficient  for  ihem,  as  individuals ; 
but  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  parliamen- 
tary proceeding,  there  must  be  some  re- 
gular document,  or  evidence,  to  bring  the 
matter  officially  before  the  House.  Had 
the  noble  lord  any  objection  now  to  con- 
sent to  a  motion  for  the  production  of  the 
instruction  to  the  Admiralty  to  give  or- 
ders for  this  blockade  ?  He  would  have 
an  opportunity  for  giving  a  full  statement 
of  the  circumstances  on  the  motion  for 
the  farther  proceeding; 

The  Earl  of  LioajH)ol  said,  he  cer- 
tainly should  object  to  the  production  of 
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t^e  paper.  It  could  only  serve  as  the 
foundation  of  some  further  proceeding; 
and  therefore  its  production  might. pro* 
duce  inconvenience,  but  could  do  no  good. 
The  House  was  in  possession  of  the  fact. 
The  statement  of  the  circumstances*  had 
therefore  mtch  belter  be  made  on  the  nio^ 
tion  for  the  production  of  the  paper. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  the  better  course  of  pro- 
ceeding to  have  the  paper  fifst  produced. 
The  House  knew  the  fact  certainly  from 
the  noble  earl's  statement ;  but  it  would 
be  better  to  have  it  brought  before  the 
House  in  a  regular  way,  which  it  must 
be  before  any  further  proceeding  could 
be  had. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  still  continued  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  preferable  not  to  agree 
to  the  production  of  the  paper  in  the 
first  instance.  Their  lordships  must  be 
convinced  that  this  did  not  arise  from 
any  wish  to  shrink  from  the  avowal  of  the 
fact.  He  should  give  a  full  statement  and 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  which 
justified  Great  Britain  and  the  Allies  in 
this  proceeding,  on  the  motion  for  the 
production  of  the  paper. 

Earl  Grty  said,  he  should  move  for  the 
paper  on  Monday. — It  was  then  ordered 
that  the  House  be  summoned  for  that 
day. 

Lord  Stanhope  said,  he  was  glad  that 
the  House  was  summoned  for  Monday ; 
as  a  subject  of  the  last  importance,  as 
connected  with  civil  liberty,  was  to  be 
discussed  on  that  day. 

Battle  of  Toulouse.]  The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  move  the 
Thanks  of  the  House  to  lord  Wellington 
and  the  army  under  his  command,  for  the 
baule  of  Toulouse.  He  did  not  himself 
mean  to  submit  any  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  was  desirous  merely  to  state  his 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated,  that  minis- 
ters had  no  view  of  that  kind  at  pre- 
sent. 

DuLwicH  College  Bill.]  Lord  Holland 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Dulwich 
College  Bill,  and  stated  that  the  object  of 
it  was  merely  to  enable  the  master  to 
marry.  By  the  statutes  made  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  College  by  the  founder, 
the  master  could  not  be  a  married  man. 
This  had  been  found  very  inconvenient, 
and  was  not  suited  to  Uie  present  state  of 
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society.  If  their  lordships  permitted  the 
Bill  to  go  into  a  committee,  he  should  un- 
dertake to  shew,  that  this  alteration  coo  Id 
not  be  fairly  considered  as  inconsistent 
with  the  intentions  of  the  founder ;  and  at 
any  rate,  if  it  appeared  that  any  regula- 
tion of  this  description  was  adverse  to  the 
public  interest,  it  was  the  duty  and  within 
the  power  of  parliament  to  apply  the  re- 
medy. This  was  not  without  precedent, 
as  something  of  the  same  kind  had  been 
done  in  the  case  rf  Morden  College,  in 
1806.  The  college  was  founded  at  a 
time  when,  by  the  law,  the  ecclesiastical 
heads  of  colleges  were  not  permitted  to 
marry.  When  laymen  were  placed  at 
the  heads  of  colleges,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  subject  them  to  the  same  celi- 
bacy. But  at  the  Reformation,  the  prohi- 
bition as  to  the  ecclesiastical  heads  of  col- 
leges was  done  away,  while  it  continued 
as  to  laymen— the  former  being  held  to 
celibacy  only  by  the  general  law  which 
was  abolished,  while  the  private  statutes 
still  remained  in  force  as  to  laymen  at  the 
heads  of  colleges.  It  could  hardly  be 
considered  as  consonant  to  the  intention 
of  the  founder,  that,  under  this  change  of 
circumstances,  the  statute  as  to  the  celi- 
bacy of  the  master  should  continue  in 
force.  It  would  certainly  be  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  college  that  this  Bill  should 
pass ;  for  if  they  consented  to  go  into  a 
committee,  he  understood,  that  the  neces- 
sity almost  of  such  a  change  in  the  regu- 
lations might  be  proved.  There  were 
several  absurd  statutes  besides  this,  which, 
perhaps,  it  might  be  proper  to  alter, 
though  that  was  not  the  object  at  present. 
The  college  was  under  the  necessity  of 
electing  a  man  of  the  name  of  Allen,  who 
should  be  an  unmarried  man,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  proceed  to  the  election 
within  a  fortnight  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  vacancy.  It  was  obvious, 
that  when  vacancies  frequently  occurred, 
improper  persons  must  therefore  some- 
times be  chosen.  He  had  stated  so  much 
on  account  of  the  industry  which  had 
been  exerted  out  of  doors  with  respect  to 
this  Bill ;  but  in  hopes  that  the  House 
would  suffer  the  Bill  to  be  committed,  he 
should  say  nothing  further  on  the  subject 
at  this  time. 

Lord  EUenbortm^ktLgreed  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  much  industry  did  appear  to 
have  been  exerted  out  of  doors,  and  with 
considerable  effect,  as  might  easily  be 
seen  (alluding  possibly  to  the  numerous 
attendance  on  the  opposition  side).     He 
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should  therefore  content  himself  at  present 
with  protesting  against  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  without  opposing  its  going  into  a 
committee. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  adverse  t9 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  If  the  statutes 
made  by  the  founder  were  thus  to  be  al- 
tered, it  would  be  better  that  the  corpora- 
tion should  be  dissolved  at  once,  and  the 
property  suffered  to  go  to  his  heir  at  law. 
The  precedent  of  Morden  College  was  a 
bad  precedent,  and  rather  afforded  an 
argument  against  than  for  the  present 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  had  very  much 
the  same  view  of  the  subject  as  the  noble 
duke.  The  precedent  of  Morden  College 
he  thought  a  bad  precedent,  and  one  ra* 
ther  to  be  avoided  than  followed :  he 
should  not,  however,  oppose  the  Bill  going 
into  a  committee. 

Lord  Gretmlle,  being  one  of  those  who 
had  voted  for  the  Morden  College  6ill» 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  the  grounds  of  his  vote,  though  he 
should  only  say  a  few  words  now,  there 
appearing  to  be  an  uncferstanding  that  the 
Bill  should  be  committed.  Their  lord- 
ships were  aware,  that  these  foundations 
were,  in  fact,  the  creatures  of  the  legisla- 
ture ;  and  that  the  founder  vvas  only  per- 
mitted by  the  act  of  the  legislature  to 
make  statutes  for  the  time  to  regulate  bis 
college.  There  must  be  in  every  society 
a  supreme  power  to  alter  and  regulate 
whatever  in  its  actual  situation  appeared 
to  be  adverse  to  the  public  interest.  To 
say,  that  any  founder  of  any  institution 
could  make  statutes  unalterable  by  the 
legislature,  was  as  absurd  as  to  say  that 
the  present  pa^rliament  could  make  laws 
unalterable  by  any  fiitore  parliament. 
Highly  as  these  foundations  ought  to  be 
respected,  and  great  as  was  the  deference 
which  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  wishes  of 
the  founder,  yet  in  any  college  if  there 
appeared  to  be  statutes  adverse  to  the 
public  interest,  God  forbid  that  it  should 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
correct  the  evil,  and  act  for  the  public  in- 
terest in  that,  as  in  other  respects.  This 
he  thought  himsejf  bound  to  say,  much 
as  he  respected  these  colleges  and  the  sta- 
tutes of  their  founders.  He  thought  the 
case  of  Morden  College  one  to  which  this 
high  power  of  the  legislature  was  most 
properly  applied,  and  on  that  ground  had 
voted  for  it.  What  the  exact  state  of  the 
present  case  was,  would  be  best  ascefw 
tained  in  the  committee. 
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The  Lord  Chmc$llor  did  not  giTe  Oiy 
qpinion  on  the  subject  at  tbis  tioMw  They 
would  have  an  opportanity  when  in  tM 
committee  of  examining  these  stalates, 
nod  forming  a  correct  judgment  opon  the 
tirbole  matter.  Bat  by  agreeing  to  go 
into  the  committee,  be  requested  it  might 
be  understood  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
prejudge  himself  in  any  way  as  to  what 
might  be  fittiqg  ultimately  to  be  done. 
7h2  Bill  had  been  referred  to  the  judges 
in  the  usual  way.  When  the  Bill  was 
bsought  in,  the  preamble  bore  that  the  alte- 
ration might  be  useful  to  the  college.  The 
judges  bad  struck  out  this,  and  inserted 
-  those.  *'  whe-reas,  &c.  it  might  not  be  pre- 
judicial ta  the  college."  If  their  lordships 
were  to  alter  statutes  becauM  they  might 
not  be  pi^ejudicial  to  the  colleges,  there 
was  no  saying  where  they  were  to  stop. 
How  far  it  might  be  proper  to  make  any 
altajcatiea  in  the  present  instance  would 
of  ceurse  be  best  ascertaiped  in  the  coan- 
miiteer;  and  so  far,  thtreCbrey  be  was  ready 
now  to  g^u 

The  Earl  of  UvtrfooL  said,  that  the 
cyjfistion  might  perhaps  assume  a  different 
shape  afier  it  came  out  of  the  committse^ 
and  that  was  certainly  a  reason  for  goiai; 
thaifkc,  though  he  waaadverse  to  the  pria* 
ciple  of  the  Bill  as  it  appeared  at  present. 

The  Bill  was.  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee*, 
which  waa  appointed  to  meat  oo  Monday 
fortnight. 
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NoawAY.]  Mr.  C.  Wynn  rose,  pormiant 
to  notice,  without,  be  said,  Jntending  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  length  of  oh* 
senration  on  the  solyect.  He  did  not 
mean  tn  re(|uire  any  information  either  as 
t«i  whafc  was  doing  or  intended  to  be  done 
in  the  pending  negpciatioo,  but  solely  to 
eaqtuijre  as  to  our  situation  and  relation 
witL  regard  to  Norway.  In  repl)'  to  a 
(piestion  which  bo  had  yesterday  put, 
namely,  whether  we  were  now  at  peace  or 
at  war  with  Norway  ?  his  right  hon. 
friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer] 
had  thought  proper  to  state  merely,  that 
the  gofemmenlof  this  country  did  not  re- 
cognise Norway  as  an  independent  nation, 
hot  as  an  integral  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Dienmark.  Thia  reply,  howerer,  he  could 
not  deem  atisfactory.  For  referring  to 
th^  case  of  France,  although  after  the  de- 
position of  the  monarchy  in  1792I»  the 


British  government  did  not  aefcnowledge 
the  republic  that  followed,  yet  we  were  at 
peace  with  the  Frenchi  Now  he  wished 
to  know  whether  we  were  in  a  similar  re- 
lation  with  the  Norwegians  ?  By  the  sti- 
pulations of  last  year,  it  appeared  that  our 
government  had  agreed  to  concur  in  en- 
deavouring to  obtain  the  cession  of  Norway 
to  Sweden;  and  the  question  now  was, 
whether  an  order  had  been  issued  by  mi- 
nisters, as  it  was  understood,  to  interrupt 
any  communication  with  Norway,  in  order 
to  force  the  Norwegians  to  assent  to  that 
cession  ?  If  such  an  order  had  not  been 
issued,  then  it  would  appear  that  the  ques- 
tion was  still  open  for  discussian.  But  if 
it  were  otherwise,  and  his  right  hon.  friend 
should  still  decline  to  give  any  answer 
upon  that  subject,  he  should  feet  it  bis 
doty  to  move  for  the  production  of  copies 
of  any  orders  issued  to  prevent  communi- 
cations with  Norway.  At  the  same  time, 
he  observed  that  it  waa  in  the  power  of  his 
right  hon;  friend  to  prevent  any  motion  at 
present  by  one  word,  either  yesorno* 

The  ChmecUor  </  the  £rcJ(t09i4^said,.he 
was  happy  that  he  had  it  in  his-  power, 
according  to  hia  hon.  friend'a  statement, 
to  take  that  course,  which  would  serve  to 
avert  any  premature  discussion  upon  the 
subject.  For  be  felt  no  difficulty  in  stating, 
tbat  his  Mqesty's  government  bad^  ia 
ooncert  with  Sweden  and  our  other  allies^ 
issued  an  order  for  blockading  the  ports  of 
Norway. 

SiMPLB  CovraACT  DaaTs.l  Od  the 
motion  of  sir  Samuel  Romilly  tor  the  com- 
mittal of  the  Bill  for  rendering  freehold 
estates  subject  to  the  payment  of  Simple 
Contract  I^bts ; 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bat  argued  against  the 
measure  as  inexpedient  and  unnecessary ; 
because  it  was  owing  rather  ta'the  neglect 
of  creditors  themselves  than  to  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  existing  law,  that  their  claims 
were  not  put  into  a  proper  shape  to  in- 
for^e  their  payment;  namely,,  by  render- 
ing their  claims  what  the  law  called 
"  special."  He  would  not  therefore  con- 
sent to  alter  a  law  of  long  establishment, 
in  the  existence  of  which  the  landed  pro* 
prietors  and  the  aristocracy  were  so  much 
interested,  and  the  character  of  which  waa 
sustained  by  so  many  high  legal  autho- 
rities. Besides,  if  the  law  were  altered, 
by  rendering  freehold  estates  liable  for 
simple  contract  debts,  facilities  would  be 
afibrded  to  younn  heirs  to  contract  impro- 
vident debts,  and  to  fraudulent  claimants 
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also  io  ptess  demands  after  the  death  of 
land-owDers,  for  the  payment  of  services 
which  might  be  probably  gratuitous ;  but 
which  at  all  events,  the  party  being 
dead»  it  might  be  impossible  for  the  heir 
to  rebut  by  any  satisfactory  explanation* 
On  these  grounds,  the  learned  gentleman 
concluded  with  moving,  that  the  Bill  be 
committed  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  FrcUon  supported  the  Bill ;  and 
asked  what  was  to  become  of  the  claims  of 
creditors  on  simple  contract  debts  where 
the  debtor  died  prematurely,  before  the 
debts  could  be  made  special  ?  He  consi- 
dered this  measure  as  likely  to  produce 
great  benefit,  and  liable  to  do  just  ob- 
jection. 

Sir  Arthur  Piggoti  said,  hje  would  wil- 
lingly contribute  whatever  aid  he  could 
towards  the  support  of  this  Bill*  The  pro- 
position upon  which  this  Bill  was  founded 
appeared  to  him  so  plain,  that  it  did  not 
seem  capable  of  being  resisted.  That  men 
should  contract  debts,  and  not  have  their 
property  liable  to  the  payment  of  them, 
was  so  inconsistent  with  justice— was  a 
thing  so  preposterous,  that  he  wondered 
any  person  could  be  found  hardy  enough 
to  support  it.  This  was  the  second  time 
in  his  parliamentary  life,  when  an  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  him  of  contributing 
his  vote  to  remove  from  the  law  of  the 
country  that  reproach  to  which  it  was  so 
justly  subject.  Three  centuries  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  Statute  of  Wills  enabled 
men  to  dispose  of  their  property  as  they 
pleased,  even  so  far  as  leaving  it  to  per- 
sons not  in  the  remotest  degree  connected 
with  them,  and  the  farthest  removed  from 
their  natural  affections ;  not  even  saving 
the  rights  of  their  heirs,  or  the  rights  of 
creditors.  Such  was  the  slow  progress  of 
legal  improvement,  that  15l  years  elapsed 
afier  this  statute,  before  the  Statute  of  Frau- 
dulent Devises  passed,  in  the  year  1641, 
by  which  creditors  were  in  some  measure 
protected.  For  a  space  of  151  years,  cre- 
ditors remained  in  such  a  situation,  that 
they  might  be  disappointed  by  specialty  ; 
and,  after  that  time,  for  151  years  more,  a 
person  might  owe,  if  possible,  a  sum  equal 
to  the  national  debt,  and,  by  avoiding 
certain  solemnities  in  his  contract,  might 
dispose  of  his  property  so  as  altogether  to 
disappoint  his  creditors.  Ought  the  law, 
he  would  ask,  to  remain  in  such  a  situation 
as  this?  Since  he  was  capable  of  consider- 
ing the  matter,  his  opinion  upon  it  never 
varied  for  one  moment;  nor  did  he  see 
any  thing  in  the  arguments  which  he  had 
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heard,  to  remove  the  conviction  on  hie 
mind,  that  the  law  ought  not  to  remain  in 
this  btate.  At  present,  if  a  man  did  not 
found  his  contract  upon  a  mortgage,  and 
have  his  attorney  at  his  elbow,  with  the 
wax  and  parchment  upon  the  table,  he  waa 
liable  to  give  credit  without  any  power  of 
being  paid,  even  though  a  person  possessed 
ten  times  the  amount  of  the  debts  he  owed. 
And  upon  whom  did  this  inconvenience 
fall  ?  Was  it  not  upon  the  honest  and  indus« 
trious  tradesman  ? — upon  the  poor  me- 
chanic— not  upon  the  great  capitalist,  or 
upon  the  money-lender,  who  knew  very 
well  they  must  have  a  specialty  debt,  or 
else  they  could  not  recover,  and  who  took 
al  1  the  necessary  precautions.  It  was  not  the 
debts  of  the  latter  that  were  made  subject  to 
any  danger;  it  was  the  simple  contract 
debts.  The  simple  contract  creditors  were 
the  persons  who  were  precluded  from  pay« 
ment,  if  the  debtor  should  die  without 
charging  the  debts  upon  his  real  property. 
Such  were  the  inconveniences  that  resulted 
from  the  present  state  of  the  law.  It  was 
stated  to  be  the  duty  of  parliament  to  le<« 
gislate  for  particular  grievances  as  they  ■ 
arose.  Was  it  meant  to  be  asserted,  that 
no  practical  grievances  arose  from  the 
law  as  it  now  stood-^that  no  tradesmen, 
no  mechanics,  lost  their  just  debts,  and 
with  their  debts  lost  their  credit,  and  with* 
their  credit  the  means  of  supporting  their 
families?  It  was  invidious  to  allude  to 
particular  instances;  but  from  his  own 
experience  in  the  courts  of  justice,  he 
knew  that  when  charges  on  real  estates 
came  to  be  administered  in  many  instances^ 
the  creditors  by  simple  contract  were  dis- 
appointed, though  their  demands  were  at 
just  as  if  they  had  been  contracted  with 
all  the  solemnities  of  law.  Were  such 
things  to  be  endured  ?  He  was  lost  in  sor* 
prise  when  he  considered  that  the  law  was 
suffered  to  remain  in  such  a  state  to  the 
present  day ;  that  in  the  year  1814a  man 
could  have  the  power  of  disposing  of  his 
property  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  the 
payment  of  his  just  debts.  Among  the 
many  incongruities  which  grew  out  of  this 
system,  he  would  only  remark  upon  one. 
It  was  the  practice  to  which  the  great 
men  were  obliged  to  have  recourse,  who 
presided  in  the  courts  of  justice,  from  the 
time  of  lord  JefTeries,  under  James  the 
2nd,  down  to  the  time  of  lord  Rosslyn : 
they  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  sup- 
posing the  will  to  contain  expressions 
which  were  not  in  it ;  that  the  testator 
might,  by  that  means,  be  obliged  to  do 
(2Q) 
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jtoiice  to  his  creditors.  Tbey  all  professtd 
that  tbey  would  go  the  utmost  lengths  to 
interpret  the  wills  so  as  to  do  justice.  This 
alone  proved  that  the  law  was  not  in  such 
a  state  that  the  testator  could  be  compelled 
to  do  justice  to  his  creditors.  It  may  be 
asked,  why  it  happened  that  this  law  was 
allowed  to  remain  ?  The  same  question 
may  be  pot  with  respect  to  other  laws- 
why  was  so  much  time  suffered  to  elapse 
before  the  statute  against  fraudulent  de- 
vises was  passed  ?  Was  it  a  less  sacred 
duty  to  pay  a  simple  contract  debt  of  50/. 
than  a  bond  debt  of  g^eat  amount  ?  It  was 
tht  non-payment  of  these  simple  contract 
debts,  that  filled  the  gaols  with  unhappy 
persons,  who  were  brought  to  misery  by 
such  foul  and  fraudulent  transactions.  It 
was  surprising  that  the  law  was  not  repeal- 
ed before«-4)ut  it  was  better  late  than 
never.  No  inconvenience  could  result 
from  the  Bill.  It  was  represented  as  the 
support  of  the  aristocracy :  he  could  not 
believe  it.  The  aristocracy  would  disdain 
«iy  such  support.  The  son  of  a  noble- 
man would,  he  was  certain,  disdain  to  in- 
herit his  father's  estate,  without  the  pay- 
ment of  his  just  debts  ;  be  would  not  in- 
jure his  respectability  by  any  such  means. 
In  the  present  state  of  society,  when  pro- 
perty of  every  kind  was  so  unfettered,  the 
law  should  not  be  suffered  to  stand.  An 
Act  had  passed  some  time  back,  by  which 
the  real  property  of  traders  was  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  their  simple  contract 
debts*  Were  it  not  for  Ibis  law,  contrac- 
tors and  others,  who  made  their  property 
by  lending  money,  and,  as  a  great  man 
once  expressed  it  in  that  House,  "  whose 
equipages  shone  like  meteors,  and  whose 
palaces  rose  like  exhalations,"  would  be 
enabled  to  purchase  estates  to  any  amount, 
and  at  the  same  time  disappoint  their  cre- 
ditors. The  law  should  be  extended  in 
the  same  way  to  the  real  property  of  per- 
sons not  concerned  in  trade ;  and  be  would 
support  it,  not  only  by  his  vote  in  that 
House,  but  by  any  other  means  in  which 
his  influence  could  be  exerted. 

Mr.  Wethereil  thought  that  the  laU»  inno* 
vationa  made,  and  endeavoured  to  be 
made,  upon  landed  property,  would  give 
rise  to  much  inconvenience.— In  the 
principle  of  such  a  Bill  as  this,  as  it  applied 
ia  traders,  be  willingly  concurred.  In 
coDsoqiience  of  the  great  increase  of  trade, 
and  the  importance  of  commerce  to  the 
covntryi  tuch.a  law  was  naoessary.  One 
of.  hia  reasons  lor  opposing  the  present 
Bill  was,  that,  if  Uiey  pasaftd  tt»  it  wouU  be 
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soon  found  necessary  to  phxtcad  furtker« 
It  could  not  be  said,  that  there  was  any 
practical  inconvenience  in  this  respect  ex- 
isting now,  which  had  not  existed  fov  500 
years.     It  was  said  to  be  a  proposition  of 
morality,  that  men  should  pay  their  debts. 
That  proposition,  however,  in  many  points, 
was  to  be  limitctd  by  political  expediency ; 
and  was  actually  so  limited  by  the  lawsaa 
tbey  stood  at  present.    A  verbal  promise 
to  pay  money  was  binding  mfcro  amscien* 
tug,  but  it  was  hot  so  Vy  law.    By  the 
law  as  it  stood  now»  creditors  could  not  be 
permitted  to  take  the  whole  rents  and 
profits  of  a  real  estate,  nor  could  land  pass 
by  mere  verbal  agreement.    It  required 
three  witnesses    to  a  will    disposing  of. 
land,  but  money  might  be  disposed  of  by 
an  instrument  completely  unauthenticated. 
If  the  present  Bill  passed,  it  would  hava 
the  effect  of  letting  in  a  large  class  of  spu- 
rious debts,  to  the  injury  of  the  honest 
creditor.i^The  question  for  the  considera- 
Uon  of  the  House  was,  whether  it  was  not 
better  ta  permit  the  law  to  remain  as  tt  at 
present  stood,  than,  by  altering  it,  as  hia 
learned  friend  proposed,  to  do  a  little  good, 
at  the  risk  of  creating  a  great  deal  of  etil  ? 
Such  an  innovation  would  give    risa   to 
many  fraudulent  claims,  which  otherwise 
would  not  be  thought  of.    The  old  adage, 
*'  Dead  men  tell  no  tales,'^  could  not  be 
applied  to  any  subject  with  more  propriety 
than  to  this.    For  he  was  convinced,  that, 
under  the  proposed  innovation,  claims  and 
demands  of  a  fraudulent  nature  would  ba 
set  up  against  the  estates  of  those  who,  by 
death,  were  prevented  from  resisting  them. 
If  they  passed  the' Bill  of  his  learned  friend, 
they  could  not  stop  there — they  would  ba 
obliged  ta  sanction   a  variety  of  othera. 
One  of  their  fkst  proceedings  must  be,  to 
repeal  the  Statute  of  Frattds.-.->By  it,  claims 
were  to  be  made  within  the  space  of  three 
years ;  bat,  by  his'  learned  friend's  Bill, 
the  period  was  extended,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances whatever,  to  six  years.     It 
was  not  a  proper  way  to  look  ai  the  ques- 
tion, as  a  matter  merely  to  be  considered 
MfoTo  consrim/us— it  should  be  treated  as 
a  question  of  civil  policy.    That  question  . 
of  civil  policy  was,  whether  the  House 
ought  to  permit  debts,  after  a  man's  de- 
cease, to  be  auihaniicaied  by  mere  parola 
testimony  ?  If  it  ware  admitted,  than  they 
would  open  to  usorera  and  money*lenden 
a  door  ^r  the  p«rf>6traiieii  of  fVaad  and 
injustice,  and  at  this  same  lima  provide  a 
poMum  for  the  dissipated  and  extrava- 
gant !   It  was  very  trae,  there  ware  oir* 
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cumtUncea,  pariicQlarly  in  caies  of  sodden 
dealii,  wbtre  the  fair  trader  might  not  be 
able  to  procure  hit  juii  and  equitable  de- 
.mand  from  the  ettate  of  the  debtor ;  but, 
in  his  opinions  the  measure  which  his 
learned  friend  proposed  to  remedy  the  ia- 
conf enience,  would  produce  considerably 
more  mischief  than  that  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  remove. 

Mr.  ^i^hm  said,  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (sir  Arthur  Piggott)  had,  with  all 
the  eloquence  and  learning  which  he  so 
eminently  possessed,  defended  the  Bill  on 
the  broad  ground  of  justice,  which  required 
thai  the  present  law  should  no  longer  be 
suffered  to  exist.  In  answer  to  this,  the 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Wetherell)  asked, 
"  Can  any  mischief  or  inconvenience  be 
now  stated  to  rise  from  it,  which  has  not 
existed  for  the  last  three  or  four  hun- 
dred years?''  If,  however,  the  length 
of  their  duration  were  to  be  considered  a 
sufficient  reason  for  perpetuating  griev- 
ances—if their  antiquity  were  a  plea  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  their  removal— then  the 
learned  gentleman  himself  had  acted  in- 
consistently ;  for  he  had  given  his  assent  to 
a  measure  brought  into  that  House,  some 
years  ago,  by  his  learned  friend  (sir  S. 
Komilly),  by  which  the  estates  of  com- 
mercial men  were  made  liable  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws.  The  arguments  which  he  had 
applied  to  the  present  case,*  bore  equally 
upon  the  former  !<— And,  indeed,  the  very 
same  objections  might  be  advanced  against 
the  Statute  of  Frailds,  important  and  salu- 
tary as  it  was  allowed  to  be.  The  learned 
gentleman  had  observed,  that  moral  prin- 
ciple ought  not  to  be  considered  by  itself 
in  this  case-*but  that  it  should  be  con- 
nected with  views  of  political  expedien- 
cy. Were  they,  then,  to  pot  the  cause  of 
justice  out  of  the  way—were  they  indeed 
to  forget  every  moral  principle,  because 
some  question  of  political  expediency  in- 
tervened ?  The  learned  gentleman  ob- 
served, that  a  man  who  entered  into  a 
verbal  contract  to  sell  his  estate,  could  not 
be  compelled  to  ratify  that  contract,  if  he 
did  not  please.  Such  conduct,  he  allowed, 
was  perfectly  unjust ;  but  still  the  law 
supported  him  in  thus  acting ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  inferred,  that  the  law  made  mora- 
lity bow  its  head  to  expediency.  Now, 
the  fact  was  quite  contrary—the  principle 
on  which  the  Statntn  of  Frauds  proceeded 
was^  not  to  prevent  simple  contracts  from 
bekig  enforced,  bit  to  guard  against  the 
leeeption  of  parole  evideBte,  which  might 
lie  wproporly  obtained*    That  law  was 
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not  enacted  to  render  simple  contracts  of 
no  effisct,  but  to  prevent  men  from  having 
false  and  surreptitious  contracts  set  up 
against  them.  It  was  not  introduced,  as  a 
matter  of  civil  policy,  opposed  to  morali- 
ty f  but  it  was,  in  truth,  enacted  to  serve 
the  interests  of  morality.  The  learned 
gentleman  said,  "If  you  permit  simple 
contract  claims  to  be  made  on  the  estate 
of  a  deceased  person,  you  will  let  in  a  vast 
number  of  fraudulent  demands — the  pro- 
perty will  be  exhausted  in  the  payment^ 
not  of  just,  but  of  unjust  debts"— that  is, 
of  simple  contract  debts.  Now,  if  this  ar- 
gument were  good  for  any  thing,  it  went 
directly  to  call  upon  them  to  enact, 
*'  That  simple  contract  debts  should  not  be 
paid  at  all."-— But,  where  was  the  justice  of 
permitting  a  man's  goods  and  chattels  to 
be  seiaed,  after  his  death,  under  that  very 
species  of  evidence  which  the  learned 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  dishonest ;  and 
yet  to  exempt  his  landed  property  firom 
the  payment  of  debts  proved  m  a  similar 
manner  ? — He  might  as  well  say  at  once, 
that  no  debt  should  in  future  be  paid, 
except  those  which  were  termed  spe- 
cialty debts,  where  an  instrument  in 
writing  had  been  given  by  the  debtor 
to  the  creditor.  The  learned  gentleman 
seemed  to  fear,  that,  if  the  Bill  were 
passed,  tradesmen  would  avail  themRolves 
of  the  opportunity  which  it  would  afford 
them,  of  making  parole  claims,  without 
any  just  foundation.  Now,  he  believed, 
the  fact  would  be  directly  the  reverse ; 
and,  he  should  be  glad  to  know,  who  the 
persons  were  that  usually  made  rapacious 
and  unjust  claims  ?  Were  they  made  by 
tradesmen?  He  believed  not.  The  wtry 
worst  species  of  creditors,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  be  found  among  that  class 
of  persons,  money-lenders  and  usurers, 
who  came  forward  with  their  deeds  and 
bonds !  Would  a  young  and  extravagant 
heir,  who  expected  to  come  into  the  pot- 
session  of  a  plentiful  esute  very  speedily 
—would  such  a  pernoo,  if  he  wanted  mo- 
ney, refuse  to  put  his  hand  to  a  bond,  how- 
ever disadvantageous  the  terms  demanded 
of  him  ?  It  was  thus  the  usurer  dealt^-he 
took  care  to  have  a  written  security— and, 
in  proportion  to  the  dishonesty  of  the 
transaction,  people  of  that  description  were 
more  and  more  cautious.  But  the  case  of 
the  fair  trader  was  completely  different. 
He,  confiding  in  his  own  integrity  and 
uprightness,  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
demand  such  securities.  But,  was  he 
thefofbre  to  be  prevented  from  Tecovering 
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his  jast  and  legal  demands  ?  The  learned 
gentleman  dilated  a  good  deal  on  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  no  compulsion  could  make 
mn  individual  become  a  creditor ;  and  that, 
Mrhen  he  did  so,  he  acted  willingly.  Now, 
he  should  have  recollected,  that  there  were 
involuntary  creditors.  What  would  he 
say  to  the  devastavit  of  an  executor—- or, 
to  lay  aside  technical  terms,  where  an 
executor  misapplied  the  money  intrusted 
to  his  care-— this  .  was  a  simple  contract 
debt.  And  yet,  as  the  law  now  stood,^ 
although,  by  such  misconduct,  the  execu- 
tor might  reduce  to  want  and  misery 
those  whose  interests  were  intrusted  to  his 
care ;  and  though  he  might  leave  behind 
him  a  plentiful  estate,  for  his  own  family- 
yet,  such  was  the  injustice  of  the  system, 
that  the  debt  thus  dishonourably  contract- 
ed could  not  be  recovered  from  that 
estate !  There  was  also  another  case,  which 
applied  to  the  observation  upon  voluntary 
creditors.  That  was,  where  a  person,  em- 
powered to  sell  out  stock  for  another,  made 
-use  of  it  for  his  own  purposes.  This  also 
was  a  simple  contract  debt ;  and  although 
It  might  be  recovered  from  the  estate  of  a 
person  in  business,  and  therefore  subject  to 
the  bankrupt  laws  ;  yet,  if  the  indiyidual 
who  acted  thus  fraudulently  did  not  come 
under  the  denomination  of  a  trader,  it 
could  not,  on  his  demise,  be  charged  upon 
his  estate.  Was  it  not  shameful,  was  it 
not  deplorable,  that  such  flagrant  abuses 
were  suffered  to  exist  in  a  great  commer- 
cial country  ?  Such  was  the  immorality 
and  injustice  of  the  system,  that  a  man, 
who  could  not  recover  his  simple  contract 
debt  on  the  estate  of  his  deceased  debtor, 
might  be  sent  to  prison  for  debt  incurred 
by  himself,  which  he  was  prevented  from 
discharging,  in  consequence  of  his  inability 
to  procure  that  .which  was  due  to  him. 
He  did  not  think  there,  ought  to  be  that 
leaning  towards  the  landed  aristocracy  of 
the  country,  highly  respectable  as  it  was, 
which  should  call  upon  the  House  to  con- 
tinue that  which  was  manifestly  unjust. 
And,  when  he  said  that,  he  felt  convinced, 
that  the  landed  proprietors,  the  country 
gentlemen  themselves,  did  not  wish  for 
that  species  of  support.  Their  importance 
in  the  country,  and  the  respect  which  was 
due  to  them,  were  not  founded  on  such  an 
immunity  as  this ;  but  on  their  own  ho- 
nourable, manly,  independent,  and  pa- 
triotic character !  Such  a  system  as  that 
which  the  learned  gentleman  supported 
did  not  exist  in  the  colonies.  Freehold 
estates  were  there  amenable  to  the{payment 
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of  simple  contract  debts  ;  and  the  prece- 
dent was  worthy  of  particular  notice— for, 
where  an  estate  had  attached  to  it  2  or 
300  human  beings,  the  transfer  of  the 
property  must  be  attended  with  more  af- 
flicting circumstances  than  could  possibly 
happen  in  this  country.  Why,  he  would 
ask,  should  the  property  of  every  class  in 
society,  except  those  who  were  termed 
gentlemen,  be  chargeable  with  simple  con- 
tract debts?  Why  should  a  rule  be  laid 
down  for  the  protection  of  men,  who,  as  it 
were,  made  their  fathers  sin  in  their  graves? 
It  might  be  said,  that  this  system  tended  to 
prevent  estates  from  travelling  oat  of  the 
direct  line  of  inheritance.  But,  in  his 
mind,  the  conduct  of  individuals,  who 
were  capable  of  committing  such  injustice, 
would  be  visited  by  the  displeasure  of 
Providence,  and  the  inheritance  W4^ald  ul- 
timately depart  from  the  posterily  of  those 
by  whom  it  was  originally  enjoyed.— He 
supported  the  measure  with  all  his  heart — 
for  there  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any 
difference  between  the  true  policy  of  the 
case,  and  its  admitted  morality. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  when  his  learned 
friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  6rst  brought  for- 
ward this  measure,  it  struck  him,  that  it 
could  not  be  opposed,  except  on  the 
ground  of  some  great  public  inconve- 
nience being  likely  to  arise  from  it.  In 
consequence  of  this,  he  examined  the  Sta- 
tute of  Frauds,  which  supplied  him  with 
the  same  powerful  argument  in  support  of 
the  Bill,  that  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Ste- 
phen) had  already  submitted  to  the  House. 
He  had  next  looked  into  the  Statute  of 
Fraudulent  Devises,  which  was  drawn  up 
by  men  of  very  great  ability  ;  he  there 
found  it  enacted,  that  debts  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  estates  of  men  deceased ;  but 
its  provisions  did  not  extend  to  any  but 
specialty  debts— simple  contract  debts 
were  not  recognized  by  it. — It  appeared 
to  him,  therefore,  that,  in  making  this 
distinction,  the  great  men  who  had  framed 
the  Act,  were  influenced  by  some  very 
grave  and  important  considerations.  He 
therefore  proceeded  to  a  gentleman,  of 
very  great  experience,  in  the  Master's 
Office  in  Chancery,  and  enquired,  "  Whe- 
ther, where  a  man  devised  his  estate  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts,  in  general,  be 
had  ever  known  any  public  inconvenience 
to  arise  from  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
perty?" He  was  answered,  "  Never." 
He  next  enquired,  "  Whether^  wherej>er- 
sons  proved  their  debts,  by  their  own 
oaths,  he  was  aware  of  any  evil  having 
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cf  er  resoUed  V  The  answer  was,  •'  No ; 
because,  where  the  debt  was  opposed,  the 
oath  of  the  party  was  not  sufficient  to 
procure  its  discharge*- he  must  substan- 
tiate his  demand,  in  that  case,  by  addi- 
tional  evidence;  and,  where  a  doubt 
existed,  it  was  customary  to  direct  an  issoe 
to  be  tried  in  a  bourt  of  law,  to  settle  the 
disputed  point."  Now,  if  no  inconve- 
nience had  been  created  by  this  process, 
where  it  had  been  tried,  he  could  see  no 
reason  to  induce  him  to  withdraw  his  as- 
sent from  the  further  progress  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  sanctioned  both  by  morality 
and  expediency.  He  wished,  however, 
to  ask  his  learned  friend  (sir  S.  Romilly), 
what  public  inconvenience  he  dreaded, 
which  prevented  him  from  providing  in 
his  Bill,  that  the  estates  of  persons,  which 
were  not  devised,  should  be  legal  assets, 
as  well  as  those  which  were  ? — Was  it  to 
avoid  the  multiplicity  of  actions  that 
might  arise? — (Sir  Samuel  Romilly  mo- 
tioned that  it  was.) — If  that  were  the  case, 
as  his  learned  friend  intimated,  then  any 
•ugg^itioDs  of  his  were  unnecessary.— lie 
also  wished  to  know,  whether,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  measure  was  framed, 
there  existed  any  danger,  by  a  simple 
contract  creditor^i  filing  his  bill,  of  in- 
cumbering the  title  of  the  heir-at-law  ? — 
(Sir  Samuel  Romilly  intimated  that  there 
was  not.) — Having  received  a  favourable 
answer  to  both  his  enquiries,  he  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment of  the  learned  gentleman. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  he  felt  ex- 
actly in  the  same  situation  as  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Wetherell),  who  had  pre- 
ceded  him.  Great  names  were  certainly 
arrayed  in  favour  of  the  measure ;  yet, 
however  diffident  he  might  be,  in  standing 
forward  against  such  acknowledged  abi- 
lity, he  felt  himself  conscientiously  called 
upon  to  oppose  the  farther  progress  of  the 
Bill.  Exercising  his  own  discretion  on 
the  subject,  he  must  say,  that  his  judg- 
ment dissented  from  the  argument  ad- 
duced by  the  gentlemen  who  had  sup- 
ported the  measure.  If  it  were  a  matter 
personal  to  himself,  after  having  heard 
the  opinions  delivered  by  men  of  so  much 
learning  and  experience,  even  if  he  thought 
that  they  were  not  perfectly  right,  still  he 
would  rather  have  deferred  to  their  judg- 
ment, than  have  implicitly  followed  his 
own ;  then  he  might,  without  imputation, 
sacrifice  his  private  opinion;  but,  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  he  stood  there  to 
give  to  his  comtituenti^  and  to  the  public. 


the  reasons  which   influenced  his  vote. 
The  object  of  the  present  Bill   wa«,  to 
remove  one  of  those  landmarks,  by  which 
the  descent  of  real  property,  :from  ances- 
tors to  their  posterity,  had  been  guided 
from  a  very  ancient  period — and  to  make 
it  liable  to  simple  contract  debts,  to  the 
payment  of  which  it  never  had  been  sub- 
ject, from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present 
day ;  and  he  did  not  think,  that  any  one 
of  the  cases  put  by  the  gentlemen  who 
supported  the  measure,  rendered  it  at  all 
necessary  to  invade  that  )ong«established 
rule.     Those  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  fa- 
vour of  the  alteration  seemed   to  think 
that  the  statute  of  Fraudulent  Devises  was 
an  innovation  sufficient  to  sanction  what 
they  now  proposed .j— The  fact  was  very 
difierent— That  statute  operated  to  restore 
the  right  which  the  creditor  had,  at  a  for- 
mer period,  under  the  common  law.     Be- 
fore the  reign  of  Henry  8,  by  statute  sta- 
ple, by  recognizance,  &c.  the  claim  of  the 
creditor  was  a  lien  on  the  real  property  of 
the  debtor — after  whose  death,  he  had  a 
right  to  receive  his  share  of  the  proceeds, 
on  distribution.     The  Act  of  H«*rfry  8, 
gave  to  every  man  the  right  of  devising 
his  property  to  a  stranger  ;    this  was  the 
destruction  of  the  riffht  the  creditor  pre- 
viously possessed,  under  the  common  law 
•—but,  when  the  statute  of  king  Wiliiam 
was  passed,  it  subjected  the  land  to  the 
same  lien,  in  the  hands  of  the  devisee,  as 
in  those  of  the  heir  at  law ;  in  other  words, 
it  restored  the  ancient  right  of  the  creditor 
to  his  lien  on  real  property.     It  said  to 
the  debtor,  '*  You  shall  not,  by  the  right 
the  law  gives  you  to  dispose  of  your  pro- 
perty, defeat  that  lien,  which  the  creditor 
had  before  the  law  gave  yon  an  opporta- 
nity  of  evading  his  demand.''    The  Act 
of    Henry  8  was  an  innovation  on  the 
common  law ;  but  that  of  king  William 
brought  back  the  ancient  right  of  the  cre- 
ditor, and,  therefore,  was  not  an  innova- 
tion.   That  being  the  case,  it  by  no  means 
warranted  the  alteration  proposed  hy  the 
present  Bill ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  afford- 
ed the  strongest  arsoment  against  it — on- 
less  it  was  contended,  that  they  were  not 
to  be  guided  by  those  who  had  gone  be- 
fore them.    It  did  appear  to  hint,  that  the 
legislature,  in  the  time  of  king  William, 
did  go  as  far  as  they  thought  they  coald 
proceed  with  safety,  when  they  made  the 
estate,  in  the  hands  of  the  devisee,  equally 
liable  as  if  it  were  in  the  hands  of  the  heir 
at    law.      The  statement  made  by  hit 
learned  friend  (sir  A.  Piggott),  that,  ia 
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the  court  of  Cbaocery,  the  greatest  extent 
possible  was  given  to  the  words  of  persoas 
who  had  devised  their  estates  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  their  debts>  did  not  apply  here. 
In  those  cases,  the  court  of  Chancery^  and 
the  courts  of  law,  would  look  astutely  to 
the  words  of  the  devisor,  to  see  whai  his 
intention  was,  that  it  might  be  carried  into 
efifect.  It  was,  however,  said»  that  all  the 
chancellors,  from  chancellor  JefTeries  down 
to  lord  Rosslvn,  had  expressed  themselves 
in  favour  of  charging  simple  contract 
debts  upon  real  property.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  benefiting  the  simple  contract 
creditor  alone,  they  were  stated  to 
have  examined,  with  the  utmost  mi- 
nuteness, the  terms  of  every  devise.— 
But,  if  that  were  the  fact,  it  was  most  ex- 
traordinary, that,  during  this  whole  pe- 
riod, not  one  of  those  chancellors,  many 
of  whom  sat  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, where  alterations  of  the  law  often 
originated,  had  ever  brought  forward,  or 
iuggested,  any  measure,  or  even  stated  the 
propriety  of  a  measure,  for  rendering  real 
property  subject  to  this  species  of  debt. 
When  he  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  antiquity  of  the  present  system,  he 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  antiquity  alone 
should  be  considered  as  a  safeguard.  But, 
when  a  measure  had  existed,  as  he  might 
«ay,''from  all  time,"  when,  in  consequence, 
the  evils  supposed  to  arise  from  it,  must 
have  come  under  the  consideration  of 
courts  of  justice,  year  after  year,  and  yet 
no  measure  was  proposed  to  the  legislature 
to  remedy  these  supposed  defects — he 
thought  it  would  induce  the  House  to 
pause,  and  weigh  the  matter  most  se- 
riously, before  they  determined  on  remov- 
ing one  of  the  great  land-marks  afii>cting 
the  descent  of  real  property.  He  adniit- 
t^,  and  certainly  no  person  would  at- 
tempt to  controvert  the  truth  of  the  po- 
sition, that  every  man  was  bound,  by  a 
moral  obligation,  to  pay  his  debts.  But 
this,  as  well  as  many  other  obligations  in 
society,  was  imperfect.  And  it  might  not  be 
good  policy  to  enforce  the  performance  of 
to  act  (though  tA^o  comciauia,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding might  seem  proper),  when  it  in- 
volved principles  of  general  expediency. 
Thu^he  could  not  allow,  beousc  it  was  a 
noral  obligation  for  a  mati  to  pay  his 
debts,  that,  therefore,  they  sheuld  break 
4own  the  law  of  property,  and  render  the 
persoa  in  po«esaioB  liable  for  what  his 
priNleeeasors  owed.  If  they  did  alter 
the  law  of  landed  property,  why  not  at 
«nca  gi?e  t^a  sheriff  an  opportnnity  of 
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selling  the  estate,  in  the  same  way  that  he 
wouid  dispose  of  any  other  species  of  pro- 
perty ?  By  the  present  law,  a  creditor  was 
permitted  to  receive  half  the  rents  and 
profits  of  his  debtor's  estate,  till  his  demand 
was  liquidated.  But  why  not  sufler  him 
to  take  the  whole  r — The  moral  obligation 
was,  that  he  should  pay  all  his  debts  ;  and 
it  extended  as  much  to  his  entire  estate, 
as  to  a  moiety  of  it.  At  present,  in  order 
to  substantiate  a  charge  upon  the  landed 
property,  it  was  necessary  that  an  obliga- 
tion of  a  highly  solemn  nature  should  be 
entered  into,  or  that  the  judgment  of  some 
court  should  have  been  obtained.— -This 
was  considered  very  hard  on  the  creditor. 
— But  could  they  forget  that  the  debtor 
and  creditor  entered  into  the  contract  to- 
gether ?  There  was  no  compulsion.  The 
creditor  knew  the  terms—and  he  was  not 
obliged  to  give  credit.  It  was  said,  that 
every  man  ought  to  know  the  law*  This, 
with  respect  to  some  laws,  woold,  he  • 
thought,  be  requiring  too  much.  BuC  he 
believed,  there  were  very  few  men,  who 
did  not  know,  when  they  gave  credit,  that 
it  was  only  on  the  personal  Security,  on 
the  personal  property,  of  the  debtor  that  it 
was  given.  Whether  a  man  would  or  would 
not  comply  with  a  demand  for  credit  was 
the  subject  of  a  simple  question.  But, 
when  once  an  individual  thought  fit  to 
lend,  on  particular  and  specific  terms,  of 
which  he  could  not  be  ignorant,  what 
right  had  he  to  complain  that  the  law 
granted  him  no  more  ?  Why  should  he 
demand  a  greater  extent  of  indulgence, 
when  it  was  in  his  own  power,  originally, 
if  he  chose,  not  to  sell  his  goods,  unless 
under  a  special  contract  ?  Among  traders, 
real  property  had  been  made  liable  to 
simple  contract  debts ;  but  the  reason  was, 
that  they  were  obliged,  amongst  each 
other,  to  give  credit — it  could  not  be 
avoided.  This  system  of  granting  exten- 
sive credit,  was  said  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary in  this  great  commercial  country ; 
— for  his  own  part,  he  thought  differently 
—and  he  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  in  society.  They  had  often 
beard  of  the  unfair  debtor  ruining  the  ho- 
nest creditor— but  he  could  not  avoid 
looking  at  the  creditor,  in  many  instances, 
as  tempting  and  enticing  the  thoughtless 
and  giddy  to  become  indebted  to  him.«- 
The  prevalence  of  giving  credit  among 
the  trading  class  struck  him  as  the  source 
of  many  mischiefs— but,  whether  it  was  eo 
or  not,  the  question  for  them  to  decide 
was,  wbatber  they  should  alter  the  law  of 
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re»l  proferiy  m  lbi»  coonlry-^whatlMr 
those  lawSf  under  which  tbey  had  lit ed  so 
long,  onder  which  property  had  been  en* 
joyed  for  aget,  bad  produced  Mcb  crying 
eviU,  as  rendered  their  abrogatieii  neces- 
sary ? — He  was  of  opinion  that  they  had 
not ;  and,  therefore,  he  shoald  vole  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  ZX  Gidtfy  said  a  few  words  against 
the  Bill,  as  one  likely  to  augment  the  fa^ 
cilities  of  obtaining  credit;  and  to  ex- 
cite, in  tradesmen,  an  increased  avidity  to 
grant  it,  when  they  knew  that  real  pro* 
perty  was  rendered  liable  for  debts. 

Sir  S.  Ramify  said,  that  much  of  what 
he  intended  to  have  urged  in  behalf  of  the 
measure,  was  anticipated  by  the  gentle* 
men  who  preceded  him.  If  those  who 
opposed  the  present  measure  were  right 
in  their  opposition,  they  ought  to  mov« 
for  the  repeal  of  that  Act  by  which  the 
estates  of  traders  were  made  subject  to  the 
bankrupt  laws,  because  the  same  argu* 
ments  applied  in  the  one  case  with  equal 
propriety  as  in  the  other.  A  learned 
friend  of  his  had  said,  tbht  lord  Kenyon 
and  the  earl  of  Rosslyn  were  both  of  opi- 
nion, that  no  alteration  shov*  ^  be  made  in 
the  present  system — and  that,  from  hit 
respect  for  those  great  men,  be  would  op- 
pose the  passing  of  the  intended  Bill.  In 
this  instance,  he  thought  his  learned 
friend's  respect  for  sreat  names  was  car- 
ried to  a  very  unuraaT  extent  indeed.  But 
it  so  happened,  that  the  opinion  of  lord 
Rosslyn  was  directly  the  other  way.  His 
lordship,  in  the  case  of  Perry,  ^th  Vesey, 
jun,  said  to  the  counsel — **  I  wish  I  could 
adopt  your  principle — if  I  could  go  so  far, 
I  would  go  farther.  It  would  be  deetrable 
that  the  esute  should  be  liable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  all  simple  contract  debts.''— Mr. 
Justice  Blackstone  spoke  on  the  subject  in 
a  most  decided  way  ;  and  he  was  not  a 
man  likely  to  remove  any  of  the  land- 
marks of  the  constitution.  Speaking  of 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  equity,  he  thus 
expressed  himself—"  Hard  is  the  common 
law ;  still  declaring,  that  land  devised  or 
descending  to  the  heir,  shall  not  be  liable 
to  the  simple  contract  debts  of  the  ances- 
tor or  devisor ;  although  the  money  was 
laid  out  in  purchasing  the  very  land ;  and 
that  the  father  shall  never  immediately 
succeed  as  heir  to  the  real  estate  of  the 
son.  But  a  court  of  equity  can  give  no 
relief;  though  in  boUi  these  instances, 
the  artificial  reason  of  the  law,  arising 
from  feodal  principles,  has  long  aeo  en- 
ceased.''    Lont  Macclesfield  also 


held  siittilar  sentimenti.  In  construing 
the  terms  of  a  devise,  he  favoured  the 
payment  of  simple  contract  ^debtt— ob* 
serving,  that  the  court  of  Chancery  ooghi 
not  to  be  accessary  to  making  a>  maa  » 
knave  against  his  will.  Sir  Slamoel  thetf 
proceeded  to  point  out  the  reason  why 
the  moiety  of  the  rents,  and  not  the  whole, 
were  at  present  received  by  the  creditor. 
Under  the  feudal  srstem,  a  tenant  waa 
prevented  from  changing,  without  th* 
consent  of  his  lord.  But,  by  Magna 
Charta,  for  the  first  time,  a  man  was  al- 
lowed to  alienate  a  part  of  his  estate, 
leaving  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  do  ser- 
vice to  his  lord ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  m 
moiety  was  considered  enough.  The  law 
had  it  not  in  contemplation  to  preserve 
landed  property  entire;  and,  indeed,  it 
did  no  soch  thtog— for,  by  the  preseni 
system,  if  two  creditors  sued  out  judff- 
mcnt,  on  two  bonds,  each  of  them  might 
take  a  moiety  of  tbo  estate««^To  trace  tho 
origin  of  such  laws,  required  a  man  to  be 
an  antiquary— although  he  had  no  doobt, 
many  gentlemen  aamired  them  very 
highly  who  were  quite  ignorant  of  their 
origin.  Sir  Samuel  then  showed  by  his- 
torical detail,  that  the  cause  which  pro- 
duced Ibis  law  had  ceased  to  exist  for 
many  centuries,  and  that  that  cause  was 
not  by  any  means  what  gentlemen  on  tha 
other  side  had  contended  it  to  be.  The 
facility  of  credit  he  thought  a  most  falla- 
cious argument;  as  if  the  creditor  wooM 
be  less  influenced  by  the  power  of  imme- 
diate arrest,  and  consequent  judgmem^ 
than  by  the  hope  of  coming  upon  the 
estate  a^r  the  death  of  a  person  of  yonth 
and  good  health.  He  very  much  feared 
that  some  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friends 
had  deceived  themselves  opoQ-  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  said,  that  in  another  place  ho 
sometimes  deceived  himself  by  the  mv 
fTument  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  resort. 
He  ftbouhi  state  a  case  to  the  House,  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  borrowad  a  sum  of 
money  which  enabled  him  to  porchaso 
real  property  to  the  amount  of  \9,000l. 
per  annum.  This  gentleman  died  without 
having  paid  one  shilling  of  the  loan  which 
had  enabled  him  to  make  the  purchase; 
but,  fortunately,  the  Act  so  frequently 
alluded  to  during  the  debate  was  in  force 
at  the  time.  A  bankrupt,  secreting  his 
property,  was  treated  as  a  murderer; 
whilst  other  persons,  whose  act  was  mo« 
rally  the  same,  were  encircled*  with-  re- 
spect and  splendour.  The  bankrupt  wii 
led  to  the  place  of  execution ;  whilst  the 
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persoDi  whose  Don-paymtot  of  his  debt  had 
caused  the  bankropt'i  rain,  sat,  perhaps, 
witnessing  from  his  window,  without  re- 
morse or  pity,  this  appalling  scene  of  human 
sufTering  and  shame*  He  was  surprised  to 
bear  those  tradesmen  and  artificers,  '*  to 
whose  wealth  and  industry  (said  sir  S. 
Romilly)  many  of  us  owe  our  stations  ^  in 
the  House  and  in  the  country,"  repre* 
sented  by  some  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friends  as  no  better  than  swindlers. 
'  A  division  look  place  on  the  question, 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair. — 
Ayes  61  ;  Noes  37. — ^Tbe  Bill  then  went 
through  a  committee,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  reported  on  Monday. 

■ 

CoPT-RiGHT  OF  Books.]  Sir£.  £ry(%e« 
moved,  that  a  notice  of  his,  on  the  subject 
of  the  copy- right  of  books,  should  be  dis- 
charged ;  as  he  saw  an  hon.  gentleman  in 
his  place,  with  whom  the  subject  had 
originated,  and  in  whose  hands  it  would 
therefore  better  continue.     Ordered. 

Mr.  D.  Oiddy  (the  member  alluded  to) 
then  gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday,  he 
"should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
regulate  the  copy- right  of  books,  pursuant 
to  the  report  ot  the  committee  last  session. 
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Monday,  May  2. 

Civil  Liberty.]  Earl  Stanhope  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  subject;  and  he  expressed 
his  persuasion,  that  what  he  had  to  state 
with  regard  to  the  violation  of  civil  liberty 
and  common  humanity,  under  the  law  as 
it  at  present  existed,  particularly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrest  upon  mesne  process, 
was  such  as  must  excite  the  astonishment, 
and  interest  the  feelings  of  every  one  who 
heard  him.  Before  he  proceeded  to  this 
statement,  he  thought  it  proper  to  advert 
to  the  Act  of  last  sessions  for  the  relief  of 
paupers  confined  in  the  King's-bench,  the 
Fleet,  and  the  Marshalsea.  According  to 
this  Act,  a  magistrate  was  authorised  to 
order  an  imprisoned  pauper  an  allowance 
of  6</.  per  diem ;  which  allowance  their 
lordships  would  readily  feel  to  be  misera- 
bly scanty,  especially  where  a  prisoner 
should  have  a  wife  and  family  to  support. 
But  before  even  such  an  allowance  was 
granted,  a  prisoner  must  swear  that  he  is 
not  worth  ten  pounds  in  the  world.  Still, 
after  that  oath,  the  prisoner  was  condemned 
to  remain  in  a  situation  of  wretchedness, 
and  starving,  unless,  as  it  appeared  from  a 
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Petition  which  he  held  in  his .  hand  re- 
specting the  Fleet  prison,  the  prisoner 
consented  to  pay  illegal  fees  to  the  gaoler 
or  his  aeent.  Thus  was  this  petitioner 
treated,  left  without  the  means  of  even 
keeping  body  and  soul  together,  with  a 
view  to  extort  illeffal  fees.  Was  it  then, 
he  would  ask  their  lordships,  to  be  endured, 
in  this  boasted  country  of  liberty,  justice, 
and  humanity,  that  while  felons ~that 
while  the  most  atrocious  criminals  were  by 
law  allowed  bedding,  clothing,  fuel,  and 
food,  tmfortunate  debtors  should  be  re- 
fused common  sustenance  ?  Was  it  pos- 
sible that  the  House  aod  the  country  could 
acquiesce  in  the  longer  continuance  of 
such  gross  injustice  and  cruelty  ?•— For 
himself,  he  had  no  difiicuity  in  stating  bis 
full  belief,  that  cases  of  greater  oppression, 
than  had  occurred  under  the  system  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  England,  bad 
never  been  witnessed  in  any  nation  on 
earth.  The  humanity  of  that  House  and 
the  country  had  revolted,  and  at  length 
succeeded  in  abolishing  the  African  Slave 
Trade,  and  that  abolition  was  a  glorioua 
act.  But  this  system  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  aptly  called,  and  justly  to  be 
considered,  the  English  Slave  Trade,  for 
the  abolition  of  which  humanity  and  wis- 
dom loudly  called.  Yes,  the  wisest  and 
the  most  humane  had  long  and  unanswer- 
ably enforced  the  propriety  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  that  system,  which  had  no  prece- 
dent or  parallel  in  any  civilized  country 
upon  earth.  The  opinion  and  argument 
of  Dr.  Johnson  upon  this  subject  must  be 
familiar  to  the  recollection  of  their  lord- 
ships; and  in  addition  to  various  other 
high  authorities,  a  distinguished  writer  had 
justly  characterized  this  system  as  *'  a  mi- 
serable mistaken  invention  of  artificial 
science  ;  operating  to  change  a  civil  into 
a  criminal  judgment ;  and  to  scourge  mis- 
fortune, or  indiscretion,  with  a  punishment 
which  the  law  does  not  visit  on  the  greatest 
crime." 

The  noble  lord  then  briefly  described 
the  Petition  to  which  he  had  referred  at 
the  outset,  and  which  he  moved  to  have 
read.     It  was  accordingly  read  as  follows  : 

*'  To  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of 
the  United  Kinf^dom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 
The  Petition  of  William  Wright; 

"  Sheweih  ;  That  your  lordships'  peti- 
tioner was  arrested,  on  the  16th  of  June 
last,  on  mesne  process,  for  the  sum  of  only 
14/.  lUs.p  and  he  subsequently  surrendered 
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to  the  Fleet  prison,  to  save  his  bsi)  from 
beiD^  charged  with  the  debt. 

<«  That  near  half  of  the  said  debt,  for 
wbkh  your  petitioner  was  arrested,  bad 
been  owing  under  a  statute  of  bankruptcy 
near  two  years  before,  and  was  conse* 
quently  in  no  way  recoverable  by  law,  as 
petitioner  had  obtained  bis  certificate; 
but,  from  a  principle  of  integrity,  be  was 
induced  to  include  it  in  the  said  sum  of 
141.  J2». 

*'  That  your  petitioner,  soon  after  being 
committed  to  prison,  was  obliged,  for  sub- 
sistence, to  sell  his  shop  fixtures  for  5/., 
which  shortly  before  cost  upwards  of  50/. ; 
bis  household  furniture  having  been  pre-. 
▼i6iislv  seized  for  rent. 

"  That  soon  afterwards  petitiener,  toge- 
ther with  his  wife  and  child,  two  years 
old,  was  actually  starving ;  being  at  times 
for  whole  days  without  a  morsel  of  food  ; 
and  having  disposed  of  all  their  wearing 
apparel,  without  a  change  left,  or  even  a 
bed  to  lie  on,  was  obliged  to  apply  for  the 
allowance  of  3«.  dd*  a  w^k,  under  an  Aet 
passed  in  the  53rd  of  th^  King,  c.  113, 
intituled, '  An  Act  for  providing  rehef  for 
poor  prisoners  confined  in  the  King's- 
bench.  Fleet,  and  Marshalsea  prisons,' 
which  passed  on  the  10th  of  July,  1813; 
and  on  the  4th  of  August  Jast,  your  peti- 
tioner made  affidavit  before  a  commissioner 
for  obtaining  said  allowance,  as  directed 
by  the  Act. 

**  That  your  petitioner,  immediately  on 
making  said  affidavit,  lodged  it  with  Mr. 
Woodrofie,  clerk  of  the  said  Fleet  prison ; 
but  yet  petitioner  could  not  obtain  thit 
relief  the  law  allowed  ;  as  illegal  fees,  not 
authorised  by  the  act  of  parliament,  were 
demanded  of  him ;  at  first  6f.  HtL  were 
demanded,  and  afterwards  4ff.  6d. ;  but  it 
was  not  in  you^  petitioner's  power  to  com- 
ply with  either. 

"  That  in  consequence  of  your  peti- 
tioner's not  being  able  to  pay  either  of 
said  demands,  his  affidavit  was  not  laid 
before  the  magistrate  for  nearly  six  weeks 
—namely,  until  the  15th  of  September 
following;  during  which  time  petitioner 
and  his  family  Fere  in  the  roost  depiorable 
state  of  misery,  and  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, have  fallen  victims  to  absolute  starv- 
ation, had  it  not  been  for  y^ur  petitioner's 
having  got  a  little  credit  from  some  of  his 
fellow- prisoners,  on  the  ground  of  his  ex- 
pectancy of  said  allowance. 

'•  That  one  of  vour  petitioner's  fellow<« 
ppieontft  had  made  a  oomplaint  to  a  mera- 
htf  of  yoor  lordships'  H^use  on  the  sub- 
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ject  of  the  fees,  which  had  been  illegally 
extorted  from  a  great  number  of  the  pri« 
soners  ;  and  the  said  peer  transmitted  the 
said  complaint  to  the  principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  home  department,  who 
properly  transmitted  the  same  to  the. said 
Fleet  prison  ;  upon  which  the  said  illegal 
fees  were  refunded. 

'*  That  your  petitiooer  applied  to  Mr. 
Woodrofie  for  his  affidavit  in  order  to  send 
the  same  to  a  magistrate ;  but  it  was  re- 
fused him ;  so  that  the  efiicers  of  the  prisos 
neither  sent  said  affidavit  to  the  magistrate 
till  as  above  stated,  nor  did  they  enable 
petitioner,  by  potting  the  affidavit  into  hie 
h^ds,  lo  send  it  to  a  magistrate  himself. 

^  That,  after  your  petitioner  had  regn« 
larly  received  the  said  allowance,  the  same 
was  suddenly  stopped  for  six  weeks,.  pre» 
vious  to  his  discharge  under  the  genieral 
Insolvent  Act ;  thoogh  he  still  continued 
in  the  extreme  of  poverty  and  distress,  and 
was  not  supersedable,  nor  entitled  by  law 
to  be  discharged  under  any  Insolvent  Act. 

"  That  in  consequence  of  your  petitioner 
having  been  so  reduced  froos  absolute  want 
and  confinement,  he  was  on  the  point  of 
death,  and  would,  as  he  verily  believes, 
and  has  been  informed  by  a  medical  gen* 
tleman  who  attended  him,  have  perished 
during  his  confinement,  had  not  the  keeper 
of  the  prison,  Mr.  Nixon,  permitted  him 
to  walk  out  into  the  rules ;  and  that  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  wife  have  ever  since  reco* 
vered  their  former  health. 

"  That  during  his  said  miserable  confine* 
ment,  petitioner  has  witnessed  several  in- 
stances of  persons  who  were  nearly  perish- 
ing from  want;  and  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  a  brother  prisoner  of  the  name  of 
Teal,  who  lived  for  three  whole  days  on 
six  potatoes ;  and  also  that  he  knew  seve- 
ral deaths  in  consequence  of  the  effects  of 
imprisonment,  some  in  the  prison,  and 
some  soon  after  the  individuals  departed 
from  it. 

*'  Wherefore  your  petitioner  most  ear- 
nestly beseeches  your  lordships  to  take 
such  measures,  as  your  wisdom  shall  deem 
advisable,  to  prevent  such  illegal '  oppress 
sions  as  your  petitioner  has  esperiencied  ; 
as  well  as  to  abolish  by  law  the  abomina- 
ble practice  of  imprisonment  for  debt  on 
mesne  process ;  'the  dreadfol  consequencee' 
of  which  may  not  be  fully  known  to  yoor 
lordships'  House,  but  are  too  woefoUy  ex- 
perienced, not  only  by  the  mined  debtor, 
but  generally  by  the  creditor  himself.*-.. 
And  petitioner  will  f>ray, 

»«  William  Wwcht.'* 

(2R) 
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This  Petition  being  ordered  to  1i6  on 
the  table,  the  noble  lord  thought  proper  to 
advert  to  tbe  Petitions  which  he  had  pre- 
tented  to  their  lordships  on  a  former  day. 
One  of  these  petitioners,  Mr.  Baldwyn, 
had,  it  appeared,  been  eleven  months  in 
prison;  alihough,  at  the  close  of  that 
period,  the  court  decided  that  he  owed 
nothing.  Yet,  after  that  decision,  Mr. 
Baldwyn  was  detained  a  fortnight  before 
he  could  obtain  his  liberation.  In  another 
case,  Mr.  Manie  was  in  custody  for  two 
months ;  although,  upon  reference  to  Mr. 
Justice  Le  Blanc,  that  judge  declared  that 
the  affidavit  upon  which  the  prisoner  bad 
been  arrested  was  defective.  But  many 
•iniilar  cases  of  injustice  and  oppression 
could  be  adduced,  notwithstanding  tbe 
prescriptions  of  Magna  Charta  and  the 
Bill  of  Rights.  The  exactions  practised 
in  the  prisons  were,  he  understood,  most 
severely  oppressive  upon  unfortunate 
debtors;  and  in  order  to  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  tbe  necessary  information 
upon  this  subject,  he  should  move  for  a 
return  of  the  tees  demanded  or  paid  in  the 
leveral  prisons,  since  the  1 0th  .of  July, 
1811;  stating  the  grounds  upon  which 
such  fees  werie  claimed ;  and  also  for 
copies  of  tables  of  fees,  if  any,  posted  up 
in  the  different  prisons.  By  the  Act  of 
the  32nd  of  Geo,  2,  c.  28,  s.  5,  it  was  di- 
rected, that  the  chief  judges  of  the  courts 
of  King's*  bench,  the  Common -pleas,  and 
the  Exchequer,  together  with  three  ma* 
gistrates  of  Surrey  and  Middlesex,  should 
arrange  a  table  of  the.  fees  to  be  paid  at 
tbe  several  prisons  of  the  King V bench, 
the  Fleet,  and  the  Marshalsea ;  and  that 
similar  tables  should  be  settled  at  the  se- 
veral quarter  sessions,  for  the  different 
county  prisons.  It  was  also  prescribed  by 
tbe  same  Act,  that  such  table  of  fees  should 
b^  hung  or  posted  up  in  tbe  several  prisons, 
•o  as  to  become  fully  known  to  the  priso* 
ners  ;  and  that  no  gaoler  should,  directly 
or  indirectly,  demand  or  accept  any  fees 
but  such  as  were  specifically  allowed  by 
•uch  tables.  Through  his  motion  he  pro- 
posed to  ascertain,  whether  the  direction 
of  this  statute  was  complied  with  at  the 
Fleet,  and  also  at  the  several  other  prisons. 
Here  the  noble  lord  referred  to  the  legal 
and  general  information  which  he  had  ob- 
tained upon  this  important  subject ;  espe- 
cially to  that  contained  in  a  letter  with 
which  he  had  been  Ifavoored  by  one  of  the 
most  able  lawyers  in  the  country,  respect- 
ing arrets  upon  mesne  process  ;  and  also 
to  tbe  report  of  the  committee  of  which 
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that  excellent  man  the  present  chief  go- 
vernor of  India  was  president.  Every  one, 
indeed,  who  admired  the  genuine  princi- 
ples of  our  constitution,  roust  view  with 
regret  and  surprise  the  various  infractions 
of  it  which  characterized  this  system  of 
arrest — a  system  which  in  fact  gave  birth 
to  numerous,  glaring  abuses,  which  were 
not  only  not  authorised  by  law,  but  in 
most  cases  in  direct  violation  of  its 
spirit  and  character.  Was  it,  for  in- 
stance, consistent  with  the  constitution 
of  this  country,  that  upon  the  mere  as- 
severation of  an  individual,  any  British 
subject  should  be  condemned  to  imprison- 
ment without  a  trial — without  the  verdict 
of  a  jury  r  It  was  obviously  tbe  interest, 
as  well  as  the  duty,  of  every  man  in  the 
country  to  consider  this  question  ;  for  it 
established  a  precedent  incompatible  with 
the  character  and  dangerous  to  the  ex- 
istence of  civil  liberty.  It  was  notorious, 
that  any  man  arrested  upon  mesne  pro- 
cess must,  if  he  could  not  find  bail,  submit 
to  imprisonment,  and  thus  a  creditor  waa 
enabled  to  gratify  his  revenge— thus  a 
man  was,  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of 
justice,  made  a  judge  in  his  own  case.  He 
was  aware,  that  in  actions  of  trover  tho 
amount  of  bail  is  at  the  discretion  of  a 
judge  ;  and  the  rule  upon  this  case  arose 
out  of  an  extraordinary  event  which .  oc- 
curred about  five  years  ago.  A  swindler, 
who  came  to  this  country,  personated  the 
heir  of  an  opulent  family  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  thus  obtained  credit.  But 
having  committed  forgery  he  was  arrest- 
ed ;  and  in  order  to  embarrass  his  prose- 
cutor, he  (the  swindler)  had  him  arrested 
in  trover  for  20,000/.  which  he  swore  to 
be  tbe  value  of  a  deed  withheld  from  him 
by  tbe  prosecutor.  The  whole,  howe^r, 
turned  out  to  be  a  trick,  and  the  swindler 
was  executed  for  the  forgery.  But  from 
this  case  their  lordships  might  form  an 
opinion  of  the  latitude  which  the  law  of 
arrest  upon  mesne  process  in  this  country 
afforded  to  vindictive  and  unprincipled 
individuals  to  oppress  the  innocent.  In 
actions,  in  particular,  for  assault  and  bat- 
tery, or  slander,  the  operation  of  resent- 
ment and  rancour  was  naturally  to-  be 
calculated  upon,  and  this  law  allowed  but 
too  large  a  scope  for  the  gratification  of 
these  feelings.  From  the  report  already 
refierred  to,  it  appeared,  that  a  plaintiff 
was  not  bound  to  deliver  his  aeclaxa- 
tion  until  the  end  of  the  next  term 
after  tbe  writ  is  returnable  ;  so  that  seven 
months  might  elapse  before  tbe  plaintiff 
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nted  apprise  the  defendant  of  the  ground 
of  action,  and  be  might  delay  the  triabof 
that  action  for  five  months  afterwards. 
Thas  an  individual  might  be  imprisoned 
for  twelve  months  upon  the  mere  oath  of 
a  plaintiff^  without  any  trial  or  verdict, 
and  if  upon  trial  the  verdict  should  be 
in  favour  of  the  defendant,  he  could 
have  no  recompence  from  the  plaintiff 
but  his  taxed  costs.  In  fact,  the  de- 
fendant in  such  a  case  had  no  remedy 
whatever,  unless  he  could  prove  that  the 
plaintiff,  in  arresting  him,  was  actuated  by 
malice,  which  in  most  cases  would  be  im- 
possible. But  if  a  plaintiff  should  leave 
t4ie  country,  if  he  should  emigrate  to  Ame- 
rica or  elsewhere,  and  before  his  departure 
determine  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon 
any  man  or  number  of  men,  be  might  by 
his  oath  deprive  such  man  or  men  of  liberty, 
— sod,  if  friendless,  and  unable  to  obtam 
bail,  condemn  him  or  them  to  several 
months'  imprisonment,  without  any  refuge 
or  means  of  remedy  whatever.  Such  were 
the  cases  which  might  occur — such  the 
injustice  and  oppression  to  which  people 
were  exposed  in  this  country,  which 
boasted  the  honour  of  Magna  Charta ;  and 
in  this  country,  too,  people  were  liable  to 
be  so  imprisoned  without  clothing  or  bed- 
ding, or  even  medical  assistance,  except  in 
some  few  prisons;  while  felons  committed 
for  crimes  marked  by  the  most  cool  and 
deliberate  rancour,  while  the  most  atro- 
cious offenders  are  supplied  with  all  these 
accommodations;  thus  confounding  the 
distinction  which  ought  ever  to  prevail 
between  misfortune  and  crime,  between 
the  casualty  of  distress  and  the  turpitude 
of  guilt. 

The  report  before  alluded  to,  the  noble 
lord  observed,  had  recommended,  and  very 
properly  recommended,  that  where  the 
defendant  confessed  a  debt,  further  ex- 
pence  should  be  prevented ;  and  what 
could  be  at  once  more  absurd  and  unjust, 
than  that  proceedings  should  go  on  afier 
such  confession ;  that  the  expence  of  trial 
should  be  incurred  where  there  was  no- 
thing to  try ;  yet  any  rascally  attorney, 
by  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  was  at  liberty, 
alter  a  defendant  was  committed  to  prison 
for  ]5/.»  to  load  him  with  the  expence  of 
trial,  &c.  with  costs,  in  fact^  exceeding  far 
the  original  amount  of  the  debt.  Were 
•uch  proceedings,  he  would  ask,  recon- 
cilable in  any  degree  with  humanity  and 
consistency  ?  Such  proceeding^  were« 
indeed,  incompatible  with  the  interests  of 
both  plaintifii  and  defendants  ;    and  this 


was  evident  from  the  -deposition  of  Mr. 
Nixon  before  the  committee  he  had  re- 
ferred to.    For  Mr.  Nixon  deposed,  that 
"  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  wer^ 
often  to  be  found  in  the  same  prison,  the 
one  for  the  debt,  and  the  other  for  the 
costs"— some  rascally  attorney  being  the 
main  cause  of  the  oppression  of  both,  after 
possessing  himself  of  whatever  property 
they  possessed.    Thus  too  often  did  these 
base  lawyers  exemplify  *the  fable  of  La 
Fontaine  respecting  the  oyster,  where  the 
lawyer  is  described  as  opening  the  oyster* 
swallowing  the  fish,  and  giving  the  shells 
to  tbe  plaintiff  and   defendant.     In  the 
same   Report,  the  Treasurer  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  Relief  of  Persons  confined 
for  Small   Debts,  deposed,  that,  to  his 
knowledge,  out  of  520  prisoners  c(mfined 
for  debt,  458  never  paid  either  debt  or 
costs;  so  that  this  abominable  sysMa^ 
instead  of  serving,  really  injured  those  Iter 
whose  advantage  it  was  professedly  main- 
tained ;  the  creditor  nltimately  becoming 
a  debtor  through  the  deficiency  of  the  law 
and  the  knavery  of  the  lawyers.    But  he 
had  not  yet  finished  the  detail  of  a  debtor's 
misfortune.    In  fact,  exaction  and  oppres- 
sion were  his  fate  from  the  moment  of 
his  arrest.     At    the    lock-up-house,    to 
which  he  was  first  led,  he  could  not  sub- 
sist for  less  than  eight  or  ten  shillings  a*day ; 
and  to  this  expenditure  a  poor  debtor  was 
compelled  to  submit,  independent  of  all 
legal  costs.    Was  it  then  too  much  to  call 
such  a  system  the  English  Slave  Trade  ? 
Was  not  such  a  description  fully  justifiable  ? 
He  hoped  tbe  noble  and  learned  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's-bench  would  state 
what  he  could  in  justification  of  the  attor- 
nies;  for  he  was  sure  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  on  the  woolsack  would  not  say  one 
word  in  their  favour.     He  also  quoted  that 
part  of  the  Report  which  states  two  cases 
of  poor  persons,  who,  for  bread  and  cheese 
and  butter,  to  the  amount  of  a  few  shil- 
lings, had  been  proceeded  against ;  and  by 
running  up  tbe  costs  above  10/.  bad  been 
arrested,  and  had  suffered  long  and  severe 
imprisonment.     The  mode  ofdrawing  de- 
clarations, he  considered  as  an  invention  to 
make  money  for  lawyers.   "  My  lords,,'' 
said  earl  Stanhope,  **  I  recollect  a  declara- 
tion about  a  tailor's  bill ;  the  charge  was 
lOOL  and  how  is  the  declaration  framed  ? 
Why,  my  lords,  there  were  eight  counts, 
each  of   them   stating  a  separate    100/. 
though  the  man  owed  only  100/.    The 
first  count  is  for  work  and  labonr,  as  a 
{ tailor  ;  the  aecond  coont  is  for  tha  worth 
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of  certain  otber  work  and  labour;  tb« 
third  count  is  for  goods  sold  and  delivered ; 
the  fourth  count  is  for  what  certain  goods 
■old  and  delivered  were  worth  ;  the  fifth 
count  is  for  money  lent  and  advanced 
(why  there  was  no  money  advanced);  the 
sixth  coant  is  for  money  had  and  received ; 
the  seventh  count  is  for  money  paid,  laid  out, 
and  ex|»ended,  by  plaintiff,  for  defendant's 
interest,  (why  my  lords,  in  this  case,  there 
was  no  such  thing,  it  is  all  false) ;  and  the 
eighth  count  is  for  the  balance  upon  an 
^count  stated.  Now,  my  lords,  there 
was  no  balance  due  ;  nor  was  there  any 
account  between  the  parties.  The  whole 
of  this  declaration  is  idle  and  unneces- 
aary,  excepting  the  first  count  The  same 
mode  is  pursued  in  indictments  upon  penal 
actions.  I  recollect  a  limb  of  the  law 
going  from  London  into  the  country,  and 
be  shewed  wonderful  ability  for  getting 
money  into  his  pocket.  I  did  not  know 
much  then  of  indictmeats,  declarations,  or 
counts,  but  I  know  enough  of  them  now  -^ 
and  1  could  sometimes  give  information 
to  lawyers  oa  the  subject*  My  lords, 
down  in  Kent  there  is  a  little  coantry 
village,  called  Chevening,  and  in  that  vil« 
lage  there  is  a  little  cottage  which  belongs 
to  myfelf ;  and  a  circumstance  happened 
there  about  30  years  ago,  which  led  me 
first  to  know  something  about  counts. 
There  was  one  of  those  strolling  characters 
that  go  about  the  country,  who  came  to 
this  cottage  ;  and  putting  his  head  within 
the  door,  staring  round  the  place,  and  not 
perceiving  any  body,  he  thought  proper 
lo  lay  hold  of  a  pair  of  leather  breeches 
which  were  hanging, upland  walked  away 
with  them.— (A  laugh.)-— This  circum* 
stance  was  soon  known;  and  it  made  a 
great  noise,  as  it  was  likely  to  do  in  a 
country  village,  and  at  length  it  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  this  man  of  abi« 
lity  in  the  law,  who  was  there  at  the 
time,  and  who  seemed  determined  to 
convince  these  villagers  of  bis  great 
sagacity :  perhaps,  he  had  a  further  ob- 
ject,  that  of  getting  some  money  fi'om  me 
upon  the  occasion.  Presently,  my  lords, 
he  set  about  drawing  a  declaration,  with 
which  he  waited  upon  me  to  shew  how 
well  he  could  do  it.  Having  stated  the 
(circumstances,  he  gave  me  this  declaration 
to  read  ;  and  {  accordingly  began  to  read 
with  this  same  lawyer  standing  at  my 
elbows  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  I  ac- 
qoit«d  a  knowledge  of  this  wonderful 
science  of  declaration  making.  There 
irer^  no  leM  M^mi  ^wdvp  pouts  in  thi$ 
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declaration  about  taking  away  the  leather 
breeches.  There  was  no  forca— no  m  etf 
annas  in  the  business ;  for  there  was  so- 
body  belonging  to  the  cottage  at  homo 
when  the  breechea  were  taken  away;  I 
was  therefore  somewhat  surprized  to  find 
it  charged  that  the  defendant  had  with 
guns»  pikes,  halberts,  pistols,  and  a  variety 
of  other  deadly  weapons,  broken  open  this 
cottage  and  taken  away  the  leather 
breeches.  This  was  the  first  count.  On 
looking  at  the  aecoad,  I  found,  that  the 
defendant,  not  content  with  small  arms, 
had  attacked  this  cottage  with  cannons, 
cannon-balls,  bombs,  howilzera,  and  other 
similar  arms,  and  taken  away  the  leather 
breeches.  In  the  third  count,  100  horses, 
and  100  horsemen  upon  these  100  horses, 
had  been  brought  into  this  village  to 
storm  the  unfortunate  cottage,  and  carry 
away  the  leather  breeches:  in  short,  oat 
of  the  12  counts,  II  were  pure  fictions, 
there  being  only  one  that  bore  the  least  re« 
semblance  tothe  truth.  I  naturally  asked 
the  lawyer,  what  was  the  meantaff  of 
these  guns,  pikes,  pistols,  &c.  The  law^ 
yer,  smiling  at  my  ignorance,  answered, 
**  Oh,  I  sea  your  lordship  don't  understaml 
these  matters;  that  is  what  we  lawyers 
call  a  nullity.''  What  do  yon  mean  by 
these  cannons,  bombs,  &c.  ?  That  it  like- 
wise what  we  lawyers  call  a  nollily. 
What  do  you  mean  by  this  troop  of  horse 
coming  to  carry  away  the  leather 
breeches  ?  That  is  what  we  lawyers  call  a 
nullity.  In  short,  my  lords,  all  were  nul* 
lities  except  one ;  the  stroller  having 
quietly  stolen  away  the  breeches.  But 
the  system  of  fiction  was  most  compre- 
hensive in  the  practice  of  the  lawyers^ 
Their  lordships  must  be  surprised  to  learn, 
that  the  arrest  upon  mesne  process  arose 
entirely  out  of  fiction  ;  for  the  court  from 
which  the  writ  issued  charged  the  defen* 
dant  with  being  guilty  of  contempt  in  not 
appearing  ;  and  then  upon  the  defendant 
denying  the  contempt,  he  is  imprisoned 
for  the  denial ;  that  is,  be  is  punished  for 
denying  a  falsehood.  But  the  system  of 
fiction  was  extended  still  farther.  Origi* 
naliy,  all  civil  actions  were  tried  in  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas  ;  but  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  in  ocder  to  have  a  share  of 
the  good  things  belonging  to  such  actions, 
contrived  to  bring  them  under  its  cognia« 
ance,  by  the  fiction  of  charging  the  de» 
fendant  with  a  breach  of  the  peace,  al^ 
though  the  peace  had  not  at  all  been  vio^ 
lated;  and  the  court  of  Exchequer,  in 
order  also  to  panicipato  of  tiM  spoili  oh|»> 
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trived  to  exlend  its  jurisdiction  to  civil 
actions,  by  the  fiction  of  charging  the  de- 
tendant  with  being  a  debtor  to  the  king ; 
assuming  that  by  the  debt  the  creditor 
was  rendered  unable  to  pay  a  debt  to  the 
king,  although  no  snch  debt  existed.  But 
thus  the  fiction  was  extended,  to  extend 
the  scandalous  profit  of  lawyers,  and  with 
it  the  oppression  of  the  people.  Fiction^ 
however,  did  not  stop  here ;  by  an  ancient 
statute,  it  was  prescribed,  that  two  house- 
keepers should  become  pledged  to  prose- 
cute a  civil  action,  with  a  view  to  give 
some  security  to  the  defendants.  But  how 
did  the  lawyers  contrive  to  evade  this 
provision  ?— Why,  by  introducing  the 
two  fictitious  names  of  John  Doe  and 
Richard  Roe.  The  whole  system,  how- 
ever, relative  to  civil  actions  was  defec- 
tive—was fraudulent,  affording  a  scope 
for  the  plundering  practice  of  lawyers. 
The  practice  and  conduct  of  many,  indeed, 
were  such  as  to  render  them  objects  of 
just  and  general  apprehension ;  as  strik- 
inffly  appeared  in  the  instance  of  the  late 
alderman  sir  Brook  Watson,  who  lost  his 
leg  while  swimming  in  one  of  the  Ameri- 
can ports  many  years  ago.  The  alder- 
man was  violently  exclaiming  one  day 
against  lawyers ;  a  person,  who  heard 
him,  asked  the  late  alderman  Wilkes  the 
reason  ;  when  the  latter  said,  "  Don't  you 
know  that  he  has  loRt  one  of  his  legs  al- 
ready by  a  tharkV  He  trusted  their 
lordships  would  bear  feelingly  in  mind, 
what  he  regarded  with  pleasure  and  ad- 
miration, the  excellent  observation  of 
Alexander,  the  present  emperor  of  Russia, 
when  he  was  told  that  strong  institutions 
were  necessary,  he  said,  "  strong  but 
liberal  institutions,  conformable  to  the 
knowledge  and  improvement  of  the  tirots.** 
Such  was  what  he  (lord  8.)  wanted,  and 
which  he  thought  should  be  the  ruling 
principle  in  actual  legislation ;  and  as  to 
the  grand  consideration  of  reform,  he 
trusted  they  would  all  remember  what 
was  admirably  said  by  a  noble  member 
of  that  House  (the  earl  of  Moira),  then 
absent ;  the  saying  was  replete  with  wis- 
dom and  sagacity — "  Better,  my  lords, 
that  reform  should  begin  at  the  head,  than 
that  it  should  begin  at  the  tail  !"  He 
trusted  their  lordships  would  commence 
the  work  of  reform  in  this  the  most  im- 
proved nation  of  Europe.  Their  lordships 
had  seen  the  consequence  of  a  reform  be- 
ginning with  the  tail.  They  had  seen 
that  it  at  first  led  to  anarchy,  and  then  to 
miliury  despotism;   and  ha  hoped  that 
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they  would  learn  a  useful  tesinm  from  thai 
impressive  example.  In  that  hope,  hk 
should  move  for  leave  to  tiring  in  a  Bill  t6 
abolish  for  ever  the  present  unjust  and 
oppressive  system  of  amest  upon  mesne 
process.  Here  the  noble  lord  read  the 
Bill  he  proposed  to  bring  forward;  iha 
main  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  th^ 
actual  committal  of  any  defendant  ontil 
judgment  be  had— >until  by  the  verdict  of  & 
jury  the  existence  of  a  debt  is  prononntvl 
-—the  noble  lord  disclaiming  any  inten* 
tion  to  shield  fraudulent  debtors,  or  to  in* 
terfere  with  the  rights  of  bondJUle  ere* 
ditors. 

The  Bill  was  then  presented,  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

His  lordship  then  presented  another  Bill 
relative  to  the  same  subject.  By  an  Act  of 
the  51  St  of  his  present  Majesty,  provision 
was  made  against  arrestments  for  debta 
which  did  not  amount  to  15L  independent 
of  costs.  He  had  consulted  three  lawyers 
on  this  Act.  One  said,  it  was  so  obscure 
that  he  could  give  no  opinion  as  to  what 
it  meant.  Another  said,  that  the  Act  ex* 
tended  generally  to  all  debts  ;  and  a  third 
thought  it  was  confined  to  arrestments  for 
debts  on  mesne  process,  and  such  was  his 
(lord  Stanhope'ti)  opinion.  But  as  there 
was  no  reason  why  this  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  other  debts,  his  Bill  had  for  its 
object  to  remedy  this  defect  Many  of 
the  persons  exposed  to  these  evils  were 
among  the  most  respectable  in  society, 
reduced  to  distress  by  mere  misfortune. 
Many  of  them  were  clergymen  ;  and  ha 
called  on  the  bench  of  bishops  to  assist 
their  brethren.  Many  of  them  were  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy ;  and  he  called 
upon  such  of  their  lordships  as  were  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy  to  assist  their 
brethren.  And  lastly,  he  called  upon  their 
lordships,  generally,  to  attend  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  in  this  essential  particular.  Ha 
proposed  to  enact,  that  no  person  shonid 
be  imprisoned  for  any  sum  under  15/. ; 
and  that  costs  accruing  in  any  legal  pro* 
ceedings  should  not  be  included  in  such 
sum. 

This  Bill  was  also  read  a  first  time ; 
and  before  moving  that  it  should  be  print- 
ed, his  lordship  made  some  further  ob- 
servations upon  the  subject,  and  suggested 
that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  House 
to  have  three  assesmrs;  one  conversant 
with  the  practice  in  Chancery ;  one  a 
good  common  lawyer,  and  acquainted 
with  all  the  technicalities  of  the  comttoii 
I  law  ;  and  the  other  well  acquainted  with 
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the  .  law  merchaDt.  These  genUemen  ' 
might  be  employed  during  the  recess  in 
reducing  into  a  system  the  various  enact- 
ments OQ  the  statute-book,  on  any  given 
subject.  The  bankrupt  laws,  for  instance, 
might  be  thus  compressed  into  a  practica- 
ble system  ;  and  the  confusion  in  the  sta- 
tute-book might  be  in  time  wholly  reme- 
died. It  ought  also  to  be  done  with  re- 
spect to  many  others.  He  would  rather 
pay  500/.  a  year  himself  than  that  it 
fthould  not  be  done ;  and  others,  who  were 
richer,  would  be  ashamed  at  not  coming 
forward.  But  it  was  not  the  business  of 
individuals;  it  was  that  of  the  public. 
He  bad  on  a  former  occasion  stated,  that 
a  certain  sort  of  credit  was  mischievous. 
To  persons  in  fixed  situations  it  might  be 
beneficial  to  give  credit  sometimes ;  but 
with  respect  to  birds  of  passage,  this  was 
not  the  case;  and  in  truth,  they  only 
got  credit  from  the  circumstance,  that  a 
trader  knew  that  if  they  did  not  pay,  be 
could  lay  them  by  the  heels.  These  Bills 
would,  therefore,  check  the  practice  of 
swindling.  There  was  afellow  now  going 
about,  stating  that  he  was  his  (lord  Stan- 
hope's) nephew,  whereas  he  had  no  ne- 
Ehew.  "  I,''  said  the  noble  earl,  "  never 
ad  a  brother  but  one,  and  he  died  with- 
out issue ;  and  I  i^ts^r  had  a  sister;  and 
therefore,  could  have  no  nephew.  I  sup- 
pose some  fine  females  may  next  go  about 
and  say  they  are  my  nieces;  but  I  hope 
the  milliners  and  mantua-makers  will  not 
trust  them."  In  concluding  his  observa- 
tions, the  noble  earl  said,  '*  If  these  Bills 
pass,  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  swin- 
dlers and  rogues  will  meet  in  one  of  the 
larger  squares,  and  hang  up-  the  effigy  of 
your  humble  servant." 
.    Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  printed. 

Continental  Treaties.]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  by  command  of  nis  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  presented  copies 
of  the  Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  emperor  of  Austria,  con- 
cluded at  Chaumont,  on  the  3d  of  March 
last.  Also,  copies  of  the  Treaties  entered 
into  with  Russia  and  Prussia  at  the  s^me 
place.  And  likewise,  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
vention agreed  upon  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  French  government,  at  Paris; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  words  interchanged  between 
his  lordship  and  earl  Grey,  across,  the 
table,  in  an  under  tone  of  voice. 

The  latter  moved  for  the  production  of 
an  account  of  all  sums  advanced  by  his 
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Majesty's  government  to  his  Swedish  ma- 
jesty, in  compliance  with  tbe  articles  of 
the  Treaty  pf  Concert  and  Subsidy,  con- 
cluded at  StocklH)lm  on  the  3d  March, 
1813.  Also,  for  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  troops  employed  by  his  Swedish 
majesty,  as  his  contingent  under  the  said 
treaty.  And  thirdly,  tor  the  statement  of 
the  date,  when  the  island  of  Guadaloope 
was  surrendered  by  his  Majesty  to  Swe- 
den, and  tbe  date  when  it  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  his  Swedish  majesty.  The 
noble  earl  also  moved  for  a  copy  of  all 
orders  issued  from  the  board  of  Admiralty, 
respecting  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of 
Norway. 

These  documents  were  respectively  .or- 
dered to  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Earl  Grey  said,  it  would  be  proper  that 
a  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  general  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  to  which  these  do- 
ments  referred.  With  the  leave  of  the 
House,  he  would  propose  Tuesday  the  10th 
inst.,  and  for  which  day  he  moved  that 
the  Lords  be  summoned  ;  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly* 
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Monday,  May  2. 

Cambridge  Canal.]  On  the  question, 
that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  re- 
ceived, 

Mr.  Brand  rose  and  observed,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  standing  order  of  the 
House,  new  notices  ought  to  have  been 
given  to  those  individuals  who  had  signi- 
fied their  consent  to  the  cubing  of  this 
canal.  The  present  was  a  Bill  to  amend  a 
former  Bill  passed  in  the  last  session  ;  but 
the  amendments  were  of  a  description  that 
wholly  altered  the  original  Act.  It  to- 
tally changed  and  varied  the  line  of  the 
canal ;  and  it  became  a  question  for  con- 
sideration, whether  those  who  bad  as- 
sented to  the  first  plan,  were  bound  to 
consent  to  the  second  ;  be  should  there- 
fore move,  that  the  Report  be  received 
this  day  six  months. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Western 
and  Mr.  Harvey, 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  question 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber was  one  important '  to  the  safety  of 
their  own  proceedings,  and  the  interests  of 
private  property ;  and  he  therefore  wish- 
ed the  attention  of  the  House  to  be  parti- 
cularly given  to  it.  Here  was  a  Bill* 
founded  upon  one  that  had  passed  last 
session,  but  essentially  changing  its  objed 
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and  charactfr,  and  which  assumed  as  a 
prinriple,  that  the  parlies  interested  in 
the  6rst  were  formally  bound  to  conseift 
to  the  present,  though  avowedly  produc- 
ing an  opposite  result  from  that  to  which 
they  had  originally  assented.  He  could 
not  better  illustrate  his  own  conception  of 
the  case,  than  by  supposing  a  canal  to  be 
cut,  one  end  of  which  should  terminate  at 
a  coal-pit,  and  the  other  at  a  chalk-pit : 
the  persons  interested  in  this  undertaking 
consent  to  it ;  but  if,  afterwards,  it  were 
resoked  to  stop  short,  and  to  carry  the 
canal  neither  to  the  coal-pit  nor  the  chalk- 
pit, but  only  through  an  intermediate 
space,  it  could  hardly  be  assumed,  that 
the  parties  who  had  in  the  first  instance 
agreed  to  the  plan  were  also  consenting 
^  to  the  alteration,  when  it  accomplished 
neither  of  the  purposes  they  might  be 
supposed  to  have  in  view.  Something 
analogous  to  this  he  conceived  the  present 
question  to  be  ;  and  it  was  for  the  House 
to  consider  how  they  would  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Yofrke  said,  the  House  was  not  cor- 
rectly in  possession  of  the  object  of  the 
amended  Bill.  Its  object  was,  to  proceed 
immediately  with  part  of  the  work ;  bat  it 
by  no  means  implied  that  the  whole  line 
of  canal  would  not  be  subsequently  cut. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Brand,  Mr. 
S.  Lefevre  and  general  Manners, 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  the  better 
way  would  be  to  let  the  Bill  proceed 
through  its  present  stage,  and  postpone 
the  third  reading  for  eight  or  ten  days ; 
to  give  the  parties  time  to  petition  upon 
the  question  of  the  standing  order.  This 
proposition  was  acceded  to  by  Mr.  Brand. 

Ramscatb  Harbour  Bill.]  Sir  W. 
Curtis  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill. 

Sir  C.  Monck  wished  the  hon.  baronet 
bad  explained  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  duties  to  be  paid  by  vessels,  accQrd- 
ing  to  this  Bill  ;  and  how  far  they  were 
different  from  those  already  levied  by 
former  Act?. 

Sir  W.  CurttM  observed,  in  reply »  that 
there  was  no  port  from  Portsmouth  to 
London  where  ships  could  enter, 'except 
Hamsgate;  it  was  bat  fair,  therefore,  that 
they  should  pay  towards  defraying  the 
expences  incident  to  keeping  the  harbour 
in  a  safe  and  ^ood  state. 

The  House  divided  apoD  the  second 
reading ;  and  it  was  thrown  cot  by  a  ma- 
jority of  14;  there  being  10  for,  tod  30 
agaijjist. 


Tkiatibs  with  the  Allies.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  presented  at 
the  bar  copies  of  the  Treaties  signed  oa 
the  1st  of  March  last,  between  this  coun- 
try and  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia ;  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  Convention  for  the  Ces* 
sation  of  Hostilities  between  England  and 
France,  signed  at  Paris  on  the  23d  of 
April,  Havinc  moved  that  they  should 
lie  upon  the  table  ;  he  observed,  that  no- 
thing more  would  be  necessary  at  present, 
than  to  observe,  that  the  consideration  of 
the  Convention,  and  of  the  Subsidiary 
Treaties,  would  take  place  in  a  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Mr.  iVhitbread  enquired  whether  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
had  come  to  a  determination  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  those  papers  relative  to 
the  negociation  at  Chatillon,  which  were 
prepared  for  it,  but  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  subsequent  extraordinary  events  in 
Europe,  they  had  deemed  it  proper  to 
withhold.  He  did  not  see  how  it  woold 
be  possible  to  consider  the  Treaties  novr 
laid  before  them,  without  the  commanica<> 
tion  of  those  antecedent  documents. 

The  Chancellor  <^  ihe  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  not  aware,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  government  to  submit  those  papers  to 
the  House ;  but,  ml  a  future  period,  when 
the  subsidies  themselves  were  under  their 
consideration,  it  would  be  competent  lor 
any  member  to  move  for  their  production* 

Mr.  WhUhrtadr^iyxtn  it  is  determined 
upon,  that  they  shall  be  refused  ? 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  signify  that 
they  woold  be  refused. 

Mr.  WhUbread  wished  to  ask  another 
question,  whether  any  advances  of  money 
had  been  made  to  any  or  all  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  subsequent  to,  and  in  consequence 
of,  the  Treaties  that  were  signed?  He  did 
not  mean  to  imply,  that  any  advances  so 
made  would  have  been  improper ;  but  be 
wished  to  know  the  fact. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  answer- 
edf  that  to  some  of  the  Allied  Powers  ad- 
vances had  been  given  out  of  the  pro?i- 
sion  which  had  been  made  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  last  session,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  assistinfr  the  Allies. 

Mr.  Wkubrtad.  Have  any  advances  been 
made  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the 
treaties  at  Cbaumont  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. — Some 
advances  have  been  made  subsequent  to 
the  signing  of  the  treaties  at  ChaumonU 
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The  fo11ov?ing  is  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Austria  : 

A  Treaty  of  Union,  Concert,  an^ 
Subsidy,  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and'  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Apostolic  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria.  Signed  at 
Chaumont,  the  1st  of  March  1814. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Un- 
divided Trinity.— His  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
•nd  Ireland,  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apos* 
tollc  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  having 
transmitted  to  the  French  government 
proposals  for  concluding  a  general  peace, 
and  being  desirous^  should  France  refuse 
the  conditions  therein  contained,  to  draw 
closer  the  ties  which  unite  them  for  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  a  war  undertaken 
for  the  salutary  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
tethe  miseries  of  Europe,  of  securing  its  fu- 
ture re  pose,  by  re^establ  ishin  g  a  just  balance 
of  power,  and  being  at  the  same  time  de- 
sirous, should  the  Almighty  bless  their 
pacific  intentions,  to  fix  the  means  of 
maintaining,  against  every  attempt,  the 
order  of  things  which  shall  have  been  the 
happy  consequence  of  their  efforts,  have 
agreed  to  sanction,  by  a  solemn  treaty, 
signed  separately  by  each  of  the  four 
powers  with  the  three  others,  this  twofold 
•nfl^gement. 

In  consequence,  bis  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  has  named  to  discuss,  settle, 
and  sign  the  conditions  of  the  present 
Treaty,  with  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apos- 
tolic Majesty,  the  right  honourable  Robert 
Stewart,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  one  of  his 
said  Majesty^s  most  Honourable  Privy 
Council,  Member  of  Parliament,  Colonel 
of  the  Londonderry  Regiment  of  Militia, 
and  his  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  his  Im- 
penaland  Royal  Apostolic  Majesty  having 
named,  on  his  part,  the  Sieur  Clement 
Wenceslaus  Lothaire  Prince  Metternich 
Winneburgb  Ochsenhausen,  Knight  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Stephen,  Knight  of  the  Russian 
Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander 
Newsky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  First  Class, 
Knight  of  the  Prussian  Orders  of  the  Black 
and  Red  Eagles,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Joseph  of  Wurtzburgh,  Knight  of 
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the  Order  of  St  Hubert  of  Bavaria,  of  the 
Golden  Eagle  of  Wurtemburgh,  and  of  se- 
veral  others,  his  Chamberlain,  Prity 
Councillor,  Minister  of  State,  of  Con- 
ferences, and  of  Foreign  Affairs. — The  said 
Plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged 
their  full  powers,  found  to  be  in  due  and 
proper  form,  hav6  agreed  upon  the  fol« 
lowing  Articles : 

Art.  I.  The  High  Contracting  Powers 
above-named  solemnly  engage  by  the  4 
present  Treaty,  and  in  the  event  of  France 
refusing  to  aecede  to  the  conditions  of 
peace  now  proposed,  to  apply  all  the 
means  of  their  respective  states  to  the  vi* 
gorous  prosecution  of  the  war  against  that 
power,  and  to  employ  them  in  perfect 
coQcert,  in  order  to  obtain  for  themselves 
and  for  Europe  a  general  peace,  under 
the  protection  of  which  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  all  nations,  may  be  established 
and  secured. 

This  ei^gagement  shall  in  no  r«spect 
aflect  the  stipulations  which  tbt*  several 
powers  have  already  contracted  relative  to 
the  number  of  troops  to  be  kept  against 
the  enemy ;  and  it  is  understood,  that  tbe 
courts  of  England,  Austria^  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  engage  by  t^e  present  Treaty  to 
keep  in  the  field,  each  of  theD^  eoe 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  effective  neo, 
exclusive  of  garrisons,  to  be  employed  ift 
active  service  against  the  common  enemy. 

Art.  II.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
reciprocally  engage  not  to  negociite  ea* 
parately  with  the  common  enemy,  nor  to 
sign  peace,  truce,  nor  convention,  but  with  «^ 
common  consent.  They  moreover  eo«x 
gage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the 
object  of  the  war,  mutually  understood 
and  agreed  upon,  shall  have  been  at- 
tained. 

Art.  III.  In  order  to  contribute  in  the 
most  prompt  and  decisive  maooer  to  fulfil 
this  great  object,  his  Britannic  Majesty 
engages  to  furnish  a  subsidy  of  five  mil- 
lions sterling  for  the  service  of  tbe  year 
1814,  to  be  divided  in  equal  proportions 
amongst  the  three  powers :  and  his  said 
Majesty  promises  moreover  to  arrange, 
before  the  Ist  of  January  in  each  year, 
with  th^ir  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesties, 
the  further  succours  to  be  famished  during 
the  subsequent  year,  if  (which  God  for^ 
bid  !)  the  war  should  so  long  continue* 
The  subsidy  above  stipulated,  of  five  miU 
lions  sterling,  shall  be  paid  in  Londeo,  by 
monthly  instalments,  and  in  equal  pro* 
portions,  to  the  ministers  of  the  respeetive 
powers    duly  authorised   to  receive   the 


(K5]  Treaties  with  ihe  Allict. 

tame.  In  case  peace  should  be  signed  be- 
IweeQtbe  Allied  Powers  and  France  before 
tbe  expiration  of  tbe  year«  the  subsidy, 
calculated  upon  the  scale  of  five  millions 
sterlings  shall  bep^^id  up  to  the  end  of  the 
month  in  which  the  definitive  treaty  shall 
have  been  signed;  and  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty promises^  in  addition;  to  pay  to 
Austria  and  to  Prussia  two  months,  and 
to  Russia  four  months,  over  and  above  tbe 
stipulated  subsidy,  to  cover  tbe  expences 
of  tbe  return  of  their  troops  within  their 
own  frontiers. 

Art.  IV.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
will  be  entitled  reitpectively  to  accredit  to 
tbe  generals  commanding  their  armies, 
officers,  who  will  be  allowed  to  correspond 
with  their  goyernndents,  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  them  of  tbe  military  events,  and 
of  every  thing  which  relates  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the  armies. 

Art.  V.  The  High  Contracting  Powers 
reserving  to  themselves  to  concert  together, 
on  tbe  conclusion  of  a  peace  with  France,as 
to  ibe  means  best  adapted  to  guarantee  to 
Europe  and  to  themselves  reciprocally  the 
continuance  of  the  peace,  have  also  deter- 
mined to  enter,  without  delay,  into  defen- 
sive engagements  for  the  protection  of 
their  respective  states  in  Europe  against 
every  attempt  which  France  might  make 
to  infringe  the  order  of  things  resulting 
from  such  pacification. 

Art.  VI  To  effect  this  they  agree,  that 
in  the  event  of  one  of  the  High  Contract- 
ing Parties  being  threatened  with  an  at- 
tack on  the  part  of  France,  the  others  shall 
emplby  their  most  strenuous  efforts  to  pre- 
vent it,  by  friendly  interposition. 

Art.  Vil.  In  the  case  of  these  endea- 
vours proving  ineffectual,  tbe  High  Con- 
tracting Parties  promise  to  come  to  the 
immediate  assistance  of  the  power  at- 
tacked, each  with  a  body  of  sixty  thousand 
men. 

Art.  VIII.  Such  auxiliary  corps  shall 
respectively  consist  of  fifty  thousand  in- 
fimtry  and  ten  thousand  cavalry,  with  a 
train  of  artillery,  and  aromanition  in  pro- 
portion to  tbe  number  of  troops:  the 
auxiliary  corps  shall  be  ready  to  take  the 
field  in  the  most  effective  manner,  for  the 
safety  of  the  power  attacked  or  threatened, 
within  two  months  at  latest  after  the  re- 
quisition shall  have  been  made. 

Art.  IX.  As  tbe  situation  of  the  seat  of 
War,  or  other  circumstances,  might  render 
it  difficult  for  Great  Britain  to  furnish 
the  stipulated  succours  in  English  troops 
Within  tbe  term  prescribtd»  and  io  main- 
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tain  the  same  on  a  war  establishment,  his 
Britanpic  Majesty  reserves  the  right  of 
furnishing  his  contingent  to  the  requiring 
power  in  foreign  troops  in  his  pay,  or  to 
pay  annually  to  that  power  a  sum  of 
money,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds 
sterling  per  each  man.  for  infanjry,  and  of 
thirty  pounds 'sterling  for  cavalry,  until 
the  stipulated  succour  shall  be  complete. 

The  mode  of  furnishing  this  succour 
by  Great  Britain  shall  be  settled  amicably, 
in  each  particular  case,  between  his  Bri-  ^ 
tannic  Majesty  and  the  power  threatened, 
or  attacked,  as  soon  as  the  requisition 
shall  be  made  ;  the  same  principle  shall 
be  adopted  with  regard  to  the  forces 
which  his  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to 
furnish  by  the  first  article  of  the  present 
Treaty, 

Art.  X.  The  auxiliary  army  shall  be 
under  the  orders  of  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  requiring  power; 
it  shall  be  commanded  by  its  own  general, 
and  employed  in  all  military  operations 
according  to  the  rules  of  war.  The  pay 
of  the  auxiliary  army  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  requiring  power;  the  rations  and 
portions  of  provisions  and  forage,  &c.  as 
we)l  as  quarters,  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
requiring  power  as  soon  as  the  auxiliary 
army  shall  have  passed  its  own  frontier ; 
and  that  upon  the  same  footing  as  the 
said  power  maintains,  or  shall  maintain, 
its  own  troops  in  the  field  or  in  quarters. 

Art.  XI.  The  discipline  and  administra- 
tion of  the  troops  shall  solely  depend  upon 
their  own  commaiider ;  they  shall  not  be 
separated.  The  trophies  and  booty  taken 
from  the  enemy  shall  belong  to  the  troops 
who  take  them. 

Art.  XII.  Whenever  the  amount  of  the 
stipulated  succours  shall  be  found  inade- 
quate to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  the 
High  Contracting  Parties  reserve  to  them- 
selves to  make,  without  loss  of  time,  an 
ulterior  arrangement  as  to  the  additional 
succours  which  it  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary to  furnish. 

Art.  XIII.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
mutually  promise,  that  in  case  they  shall 
be  reciprocally  engaged  in  hostilities,  in 
consequence  of  furnishing  the  stipulated 
succouri^  the  party  requiring  and  the 
parties  called  upon,  and  acting  as  auxiliaries 
in  tbe  war,  shall  not  make  peace  but  by 
common  consent. 

Art.  XIV.  The  engagements  contracted 
by  tbe  present  Treaty,  shall  not  prejudice 
those  which  the  High  Contracting  Partial    < 
have  entered  into  with  other  powersi 
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nor  prevent  ihcm  from  forming  new  en- 
gagements,  with  other  states^  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  the  same  salutary  result. 

Art.  XV.  In  order  to  render  more  ef- 
fectual the  defensive  engagements  above 
stipulated,  by  uniting  for  their  common 
defence  the  powers  the  most  exposed  to  a 
French  invasion,  the  High  Conti acting 
Parties  engage  to  invite  those  powers  to 
accede  to  the  present  Treaty  of  defensive 
alliance. 

Art.  XVI.  The  present  Treaty  of  de- 
fensive alliance  having  for  its  object  to 
maintain  the  equilibrium  of  Europe,  to  se- 
cure the  repose  and  independence  of  its 
stateii,  and  to  prevent  the  invasions  which 
during  so  many  years  have  desolated  the 
world,  the  High  Contracting  Parties  have 
agreed  to  extend  the  duration  of  it  to 
twenty  years,  to  take  date  from  the  day 
of  its  signature  ;  and  they  reserve  to  them- 
selves, to  concert  upon  its  ulterior  pro- 
longation, three  years  before  its  expira- 
tion, should  circumstances  require  it. 

Art.  XVII.  The  present  Treaty  shall  be 
ratiGed,  and  the  ratification  exchanged 
within  two  months  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Ple- 
nipotentiaries have  signed  the  same^  and 
affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  their  arms. 

Done    at  Chaumont    this  first  day   of 
March    in    the    year    of   our    Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Castle^eagh. 

Clement  Wenceslaus  Lothaire, 
Prince  of  Metternich. 

[The  Treaties  between  Great  Britain 
and  Russia  and  Prussia  are  couched 
in  exactly  the  same  terms  as  the  above. 
They  are  therefore  not  inserted.J 

Convention  for  a  Suspension  of  Hostili- 
ties  with  France.*— Signed  at  Paris, 
the  23d  of  April  1814. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Un- 
divided Trinity.— The  Allied  Powers, 
anxious  to  terminate  the  misfortunes  of 
Europe,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  its 
repose  on  a  just  division  of  power  between 
the  states  of  which  it  is  composed ;  de- 
sirous of  affordinff  to  France,  (now  that  she 
is  reinstated  under  a  government  whose 
principles  oflfer  the  necessary  guarantees 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace),  proofs  of 
their  disposition  to  place  themselves  in  the 
relations  of  friendship  with  her ;  and  wish- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  France  should 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace  as  much  as 
f^ibhg  •? en  before  the  mhoh  of  their 
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arrangements  can  be  completed,  have  re- 
solved to  proceed,  conjointly  with  his 
Royal  Highness  Monsieur,  Son  of  France, - 
Brother  of  the  King,  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Kingdom  of  France,  to  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  between  their  respective 
forces,  and  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
relations  of  friendship  which  formerly . 
subsisted  between  them. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for 
himself  and  his  Allies  on  the  one  part,  and 
his  Royal  Highness  Monsieur,  brother  of 
the  Most  Christian  King,  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral of  the  Kingdom  of  France,  on  the 
other  part,  have,  in  consequence,  named 
plenipotentiaries  to  agree  to  an  act^  which, 
without  prejudging  ih^  terms  of  Peace, 
contains  stipulations  for  a  suspension  of 
hostilities,  and  which  shall  be  succeeded, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  by  a  Treaty  of  Peace; 
to  wit: — His  Majesty  ihe  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire*' 
land,  the  right  hon.  Robert  Stewart  Vis- 
count Cast  lereagh,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  Colonel  of  the  Londonderry 
regiment  of  Militia,  and  his  principal  Se- 
cretary of  Slate  for  Foreign  Affairs;  and 
his  Royal  Highness  Monsieur,  Brother  of 
the  King,  Lieutenant-General  of  the  kiog^' 
dom  of  France,  Le  Sieur  Charles  Maurice' 
de  Talleyrand  Perigord,  Prince  of  Bene-' 
vento.  Grand  Eagle  of  the  Legion  of  Ho- 
nour, Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Stephen,  of  the  Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  St. 
Alexander  Newsky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of 
Russia,  of  the  Orders  of  the  Black  Eagle 
and  the  Red  Eagle  of  Prussia,  Senator  and 
President  of  the  Provisional  Government ; 
who,  after  the  exchange  of  their  fall' 
powers^  have  agreed  to  the  following  Ar- 
ticles : 

Article  I.  All  hostilities  by  land  and  tern 
are,  and  shall  remain,  suspended  between 
the  Allied  Powers  and  France,  that  is  to 
say :— for  the  land  forces,  as  soon  at  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  French  armies 
and  fortified  places  shall  have  signified  to 
the  allied  troops  opposed  to  them,  that 
they  have  recognized  the  anthority  of  th« 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  kingdom  of 
France ;  and  in  like  manner  upon  the  sea, 
as  far  as  regards  maritime  places  and  sta- 
tions, as  soon  as  the  shipping  and  ports  of 
the  kingdom  of  France,  or  those  occupied 
by  French  forces  shall  have  manifested  the 
same  submission. 

Article  IL  For  the  purpose  of  effectiofr 
the  re*eilabiisbmeiii  of  the  relations  ^ 
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friendship  between  the  Allied  Powers  and 
France,  and  to  aflbrd  to  the  latter  before- 
hand, as  much  as  possible*  the  enjoyment 
of  tl^e  biessings  of  peace,  the  Allied  Powers 
will  cause  their  armies  to  evacuate  the 
French  territory,  as  it  existed  on  the  Ist 
of  January  1792,  upon  condition  that  the 
places  still  in  the  possession  of  the  French 
armies  beyond  those  limits,  shall  be  eva* 
cuated  and  delivered  up  to  the  Allies. 

Art.. III.  The  Lieutenant-General  of 
the  kingdom  of  France  will  accordingly 
instruct  the  commandants  of  those  places 
to  deliver  them  up  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz.  The  places  situated  upon  the 
Khine,  not  comprehended  within  the 
limiu  of  France  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1792,' and  those  between  the  Khine  and 
the  said  limits,  in  the  space  of  ten  days, 
to  be  calculated  from  the  day  of  the  signa- 
ture of  the  present  act;  the  places  in 
Piedmont  and  in  other  parts  of  Italy  which 
belonged  to  France,  in  fifteen  days ;  those 
in  Spain  in  twenty  days ;  and  all  other 
places  occupied  by  French  troops,  without 
exception,  in  such  manner,  as  that  they 
shall  be  entirely  delivered  up  by  the  1st 
of  June  next.  The  garrisons  of  such 
places  shall  depart  with  their  arms  and 
baggage,  and  with  the  private  property  of 
the  military,  and  of  the  civil  agents  of 
every  description.  They  shall  be  allowed 
to  take  with  them  field  artillery  in  the 
proportion  of  three  pieces  to  each  one 
thousand  men,  the  sick  and  wounded 
therein  comprised. 

The  property  of  the  fortresses,  and 
every  thing  which  is  not  private  property 
shall  remain '  untouched,  and  shall  be 
given  over  in  full  to  the  Allies  without  any 
thing  being  removed.  In  the  property 
are  comprised  not  only  the  depdts  of  ar- 
tillery and  ammunition,  but  also  all  other 
supplies  of  every  description,  as  well  as 
the  archives,  inventories,  plans,  maps, 
models,  &c. 

Immediately  after  the  signature  of  the 
present  Convention,  commissaries  on  the 
part  of  the  Allied  Powers  and  of  France 
ah  all  be  named  and  dispatched  to  the  fur- 
tresses,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  in 
which  they  are,  and  to  regalate  together 
the  execution  of  this  article. 

The  garrisons  shall  be  regulated  in  their 
return  to  France  according  to  the  maga- 
zines upon  the  diflferent  lines  which  shall 
be  agreed  upon«  The  blockades  of  forti- 
fied places  in  France  shall  be  raised  im- 
mediately by  the  allied  armies. 

Th«  French  troops  naking  a  part  of  the 


army  of  Italy>  or  occupying  the  fortified 
places  in  that  country  or  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, shall  be  recalled  immediately  by 
his  royal  highness  the  Lieutenant-General 
of  the  kingdom. 

Article  IV.  The  stipulations  of  the  pre- 
ceding article  shall  be  equally  applied  to 
maritime  for.tresses,  the  Contracting  Powerf 
reserving,  however,  to  themselves  to  regu- 
late in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  the 
fate  of  the  arsenals,  vessels  of  war,  armed 
and  unarmed,  which  are  in  those  places. 

Article  V.  The  fleeu  and  sh  i  ps  of  Fraiice 
shall  remain  in  their  respective  situations, 
vessels  only  charged  with  particular  mis- 
sions shall  be  allowed  to  sail,  but  the  im- 
mediate effect  of  the  present  act  in  respect 
to  the  French  ports,  shall  be  the  raising  of 
all  blockade  by  land  or  sea,  the  liberty  of 
fishing,  that  of  the  coasting  trade^  partis 
cularly  of  that  which  is  necessary  fof 
supplying  Paris  with  provisions;  and  the 
re-establishment  of  the  relations  of^com* 
merce  conformably  to  the  internal  regola-, 
tions  of  each  country  ;  and  the  immediate 
effect  in  respect  to  the  interior  shall  be 
the  free  provisioning  of  the  ci^es,  and  the 
free  passage  of  all  means  of  military  or 
commercial  transport. 

Article  VI.  In  order  to  anticipate  every 
subject  of  complaint  and  dispute  which 
may  arise  respecting  the  captures  which 
might  be  made  at  sea  after  the  signature 
of  the  present  Convention,  it  is  recipro* 
cally  agreed  that  vessels  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the 
North  Seas,  after  the  space  of  twelve  days, 
to  reckon  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifir 
cations  of  the  present  act,  shall  be  re- 
stored on  both  sides,  that  the  term  shall 
be  one  month  within  the  Channel  and 
North  Seas  to  the  Canary  Islands  and  to 
the  Equator,  and  five  months  in  every 
other  part  of  the  world,  without  any  ex- 
ception or  other  particular  distinction  of 
time,  or  of  place. 

Article  VII.  On  both  sides,  the  pri« 
soners,  officers  and  soldiers,  of  land  or  sea. 
or  of  any  other  description  whatever,  and 
particularly  hostages,  shall  be  immediately 
sent  back' to  their  respective  countries, 
without  ransom  and  without  exchange. 
Commissaries  shall  be  named  reciprocally 
in  order  to  carry  this  general  liberation 
into  efiect. 

Article  VIII.  The  administration  of  the 
departments  or  cities  actually  occupied  by 
the  forces  of  the  co-beliigerenu  shall  be 
given  over  to  the  magistrates  named  by 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Lienteoant^Ge 
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neral  of  the  kingdom  of  Franca.  The 
Royal  Authorities  shall  provide  for  the 
subsistence  and  wants  of  the  troops  to  the 
moment  when  they  shall  evacuate  the 
French  territory,  the  Allied  Powers  wish- 
ing as  an  attof  friendship  towards  France, 
to  discontinue  the  military  requisitions,  as 
soon  as  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate 
authority  shall  have  been  effected.  Every 
thing  which  relates  to  the  execution  of 
this  article  shall  be  regulated  by  a  parti- 
cular Convention. 

Article  IX.  A  mutual  understanding 
shall  take  place  respecting  the  terms  of 
the  second  article,  as  to  the  routes  which 
the  troops  of  the  Allied  Powers  shall  fol- 
low in  their  march,  in  order  to  prepare 
the  means  of  sobsistance,  and  commissa- 
ries shall  be  named  to  regulate  all  matters 
of  detaUi  and  (o  accompany  the  troops  till 
the  moment  of  their  quitting  the. French 
territory. 

In  testimony  of  which  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  present 
Convention,  and  affixed  thereto  the  seals 
of  their  arms. 

Done  ai  Paris,  the  23d  day  of  April  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1814. 
Castlereagh, 
Le  Prince  de  Benevento. 

Additional  Article. 

The  term  of  ten  days,  agreed  on  in 
virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Third 
Article  of  the  Convention  of  this  day  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  fortified  places  upon 
the  Rhine,  and  between  that  river  and  the 
ancient  frontiers  of  France,  is  extended  to 
the  fortified  places  and  military  establish- 
ments of  whatsoever  description  in  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  United  States. 

The  present  additional  article  shall  have 
the  same  force  and  validity,  as  if  it  were 
word  for  word  inserted  in  the  Convention 
of  this  day. 

In  testimony  of  which  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  it,  and  af- 
fixed thereto  the  seals  of  uicir  arms. 

Done  in  Paris,  the  23rd  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  181 4. 
Castlereagh. 
Le  Prince  de  Benevento. 

Norway.]  Mr.  C.  W.  JVynn  rose  to 
move  for  some  papers  respecting  the  situa- 
tion  of  Norway,to  the  production  of  which 
he  understood  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion. The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved,  that 
there  should  be  laid  before  the  Houie^ 

''  An  account  of  all  sums  of  money  paid 
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to  the  government  of  Sweden^  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Treaty  entered  into  between 
that  country  and  this,  signed  March  $, 
1813.  —  An  account  of  the  number  of 
troops  employed  by^  the  government  of 
Sweden  in  the  late  campaign,  in  confor- 
mity  with  its  engagements  with  this  coop- 
try,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained 
from  official  documents;— The  date  of  the 
surrender  of  the  island  of  Guadaloupe  by 
this  country,  and  of  the  occupation  thereof 
by  the  king  of  Sweden ;  and;  Copies  of  all 
orders  issued  from  the  Admiralty,  for  the 
blockade  of  the  coast  of  Norway .'* 

In  submitting  this  motion  to  the  House, 
he  wished  to  ask,  whether  any  negocia- 
tion  respecting  Norway  was  now  going 
on  ;  or  whether,  from  tne  hostile  measure 
of  starving  them  into  a  compliance  with 
the  demands  of  Sweden,  which  had  been 
adopted,  there  was  no  room  left  for  nego- 
ciation  ? — In  the  union  which  was  pro- 
posed between  Norway  and  Sweden,  it 
was  stated  that  it  should  take  place  with 
every  regard  to  the  happiness  of  the  peb)[>le 
of  Norway  ;  and  the  first  fruits  of  this  was 
the  system  of  starvation  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  He  had  further  to  ask,  why  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  Denmark  had  not 
been  produced? 

On  the  question  being  put  from  th^ 
chair, 

Mr.  Homer  observed,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqeer, 
that  he  had  a  few  evenings  since  asked, 
whether  his  Majesty's  government  had,  in 
the  general  order  for  the  release  of  pri- 
soners of  war  in  this  country,  made  any 
distinction  with  regard  to  the  Danish  pn* 
sobers?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (th6 
Chapcellor  of  the  Exchequer)  then  said, 
he  did  not  know  of  any  such  distinction; 
and,  indeed,  as  he  (Mr.  Horner)  under-- 
stood  we  were  in  relations  of  peace  with 
the  crown  of  Denmark,  he  was  not  diii- 
posed  to  believe  that  such  a  distinction 
had  existed.  He  had  since,  ho#ever,  re- 
ceived an  asstirance,  that  an  otder  had 
been  issued  by  the  Transport  Boird  to 
detain  the  Danish  prisoners  of  war.  This 
was  a  subject  on  which  he  thought  tfah 
Hou^e  of  Commons  ought  not  to  be  \th  In 
doubt ;  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  right 
honi  gentleman  would  now  answer,  wie^ 
thei^  such  really  was  the  case  or  not? 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  with  respect  to  the  motion  of  the  hon* 
gentleman  (Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn),  he  Was  not 
aware  of  any  objection  to  the  productiM 
of  the  information  he  requhwd,  «s  far  te  it 
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could  be  given  from  official  docaments. 
A»  lo  the  question,  whether  any  negocia* 
tions  were  now  going  on  with  respect  to 
Norway,  he  had  n«  difficalty  in  saying 
that  such  negociations  were  pending.—- 
With  respect  to  the  non-prodaction  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  Denmark,  he  begged 
to  observe,  that  before  it  could  with  pro- 
priety be  laid  before  the  House,  it  should 
be  regularly  exchanged  with  that  codrt. 
This  had  not  yei  been  done;  but  as  soon 
as  it  had,  that  Treaty  would  be  added  to  the 
other  documents  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
lie  had  only  to  add,  what  he  had  before 
stated,  that  he  knew  of  no  distinction  be- 
tween the  Danish  and  other  prisoners  of 
war ;  except  that  he  understood  a  gentle- 
man had  arrived  upon  that  subject  from 
the  Danish  govf rnraent ;  in  consequence 
of  whose  interference  some  little  delay 
had  taken  place:  but  he  knew  of  no  other 
cause  of  detention. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  he  was  Jiappy  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  that 
negociatioiM  were  still  carrying  on  re- 
specting Norway.  He  was  happy,  not 
for  Norway  as  a  power,  but  for  Norway  as 
a  people.  The  case  of  Norway,  he  bc- 
lif-ved,  was  not  much  understood  in  this 
country  ;  it  was  one,  however,  worthy  of 
the  most  serious  and  solemn  consideration. 
They  had  been  told,  that  the  ratifications 
of  the  Treaty  between  England  and  Den- 
mark had  not  yet  been  exchanged  ;  but 
tliev  had  not  been  told  why.  For  himself. 
he  found  it  diflicult  to  imagine  a  reason, 
when  he  reflected  on  the  distance  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Not  only,  how- 
ever,  were  the  ratifications  unexcFianged, 
but  the  treaty  had  not  even  found  its  way 
into  the  usual  channels  of  intelligence  in 
this  country— he  meant  the  daily  journals. 
He  had  himself  been  utterly  ignorant  of 
its  stipulatmns,  till  very  lately,  that  a  copy 
of  it  parsed  into  his  hands;  and  upon 
examining  them,  he  found  the  second  ar- 
ticle provided  that  "  all  prisoners  of  war 
should  be  given  up,  tn  masne,  immediately 
after  the  ratification.'*  Here  then  w.is  the 
proper  explanation,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  might  have  given  in  reply  to 
the  question  that  had  been  pot  respecting 
(he  Danish  prisoners;  but,  instead  of  this, 
tbey  were  told  that  a  person  had  arrived 
from  Denmaik,  with  powers  to  concert 
iht  return  of  those  prisoners.  Were  they 
to  understand,  that  a  sort  of  Veto  had 
been  put  upon  the  exchange  of  them  by 
'  (he  court  of  Denmark ;  or,  was  there  to  be 
a  diatinction  made  between  Dtnish  uid 


MAt  %  iei4^ 


[684 


Nbrwvgian  priibners,  ami  wai  the  com* 
missary  come  over  to  separate  the  oim 
from  the  other }  By  another  article  of  the 
Treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that  recourse  wu 
not  to  be  had  to  force,  for  ejecting  the 
annexation  of  Norway  to  Sweden,  unleM 
the  court  of  Denmark  should  not  join  the 
northern  alliance.  Really,  tberefbre> 
lobking  at  the  present  situation  of  thinea, 
at  a  moment  when  we  are  applauding  the 
magnanimity  of  the  allied  powers  in  every 
other  transaction,  and  when  we  are  re* 
joicing  in  the  effects  of  that  wise,  mod^ 
rate  and  liberal  policy,  which  they  have 
adopted,  it  is  melancholy  to  think  that  so 
bright  a  scene  should  be  clouded,  that  the 
Itistre  of  .<;uch  achievements  should  be  tar- 
nished by  a  spot  like  this :  that  we  should 
be  engaged  to  starve  a  nation  into  sobmis* 
sion  to  Sweden,  whom,  as  a  people,  they 
detest,  and  whom  they  are  resolved  to  re* 
sist  to  the  last  extremity.  If,  according 
to  the  Treaty  between  this  country  and 
Sweden,  we  are  bound  to  accomplish  the 
cession  of  Norway,  and  if  the  Norwegians 
must  be  transferred  like  sheep  from  one 
master  to  another ;  sure! v«  by  the  official 
and  solemn  surrender  made  by  the  Danish 
government,  that  end  had  been  accom* 
plished,  and  tlrey  had  now,  ir.  fact,  become 
the  sabject.4  of  Sweden.  The  question 
then  re^olved  itself  into  this :  whf-ther  the 
House  would  sanction  the  government  rf 
this  country  in  aiding  Sweden  to  starve  m 
people  into  submission  to  her  power  and 
rule ;  they  having,  in  fact,  been  transferred, 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Denmark 
to  make  the  transfer.  When  all  the  pa* 
pers  that  would  be  moved  for  should  be 
laid  before  them,  it  would  be  seen,  whe- 
ther the  stipulatiotis  entered  into  by 
Sweden  had  been  so  performed  by  her  as 
to  call  upon  England  for  what  she  was 
now  doing,  in  co-operating  to  produce  m 
measure  so  detestable.  He  should  be 
most  happy  to  learn,  that  the  negociationk 
now  pending  had  rendered  it  unnecessary. 
When  the  Swedish  commissioners  entered 
Norway,  their  first  demand  was,  that  the 
arms,  ammunition,  and  fortresses  of  the 
Norwe'jians  should  be  surrendered.  This 
demand  was  instantly  resisted.  He  knew 
it  had  been  said,  that  this  resistance  was 
the  act  of  a  single  individual,  who  was 
intriguing  t<»  secure  the  po^ession  of  Nor- 
way to  himself;  but  that  the  people  of 
Norway  were  universally  desirous  of  being 
incorporated  with  Sweden,  and  taken  under 
her  protection.  From  all  the  inquiry. 
however,  that  be  had  made,  and  from  all 
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the  information  produced  by  that  inquiry; 
the  inhabitants  of  Norway^  a  patient^ 
braye,  and  enterprising  people,  were  re- 
solved, as  one  man,  to  sacrifice  their  lives 
if)  the  struggle,  rather  than  submit.  This 
sentiment  pervaded  every  part  of  the 
country,  from  north  to  south,  and  the 
peasantry  had  already  armed,  and  were 
suffering  the  most  dreadful  privations.  In 
lisct,  the  voluntary  sacrifices  of  the  pea- 
sants at  this  time  were  astonishing,  and 
scarcely  credible — they  subsisted  upon 
dirt,  and  such  things  as  every  other  hu- 
man creature  would  revolt  at;  and  were 
determined  that  Norway  should  become  a 
desart,  ere  they  would  submit  to  the  Swe- 
dish yoke.  And  under  whose  auspices 
was  all  this  carf  ied  on  ?  Under  those  of  a 
great  captain,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
high  situaliob  which  he  occupied  ;  and 
who,  having  thus  owed  his  elevation  to  the 
choice  of  a  people,  entered  inta  a  compact 
with  other  nations  to  deliver  to  him  an- 
other people  who  had  no  choice  with  re- 
spect to  their  government.  He  hoped,  for 
the  sake  of  humanity,  for  the  sake  of  that 
y  ffreat.  person  who  had  achieved  so  much 
for  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  this  country,  for  the  honour  of 
government,  whose  steps  with  respect  to 
foreign  relations  he  had  from  a  certain  pe- 
riod been  most  happy  to  applaud,  that 
ministers  would  be  able  |o  extricate  them- 
selves from  the  difficulties  in  which  they 
•eemed  involved  on  the  subject ;  and  if  not, 
he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to  persuade  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  an  examination  and 
comparison  of  the  stipulations  of  the  dif- 
ferent treaties,  that  the  government  and 
the  country  were  in  no  way  bound  to  be 
the  abettors  of  this  most  disgraceful  at- 
tempt. At  present,  he  would  not  further 
trouble  the  House!  He  should  be  very  glad 
to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,wh3& 
the  Danish  Treaty  had  not  been  ratified, 
and  whether  any  commissioner  had  been 
sent  from  Denmark  to  make  a  selection 
between  the  Danish  and  Norwegian  pri- 
soners, in  order  that  the  one  might  be  re- 
tained and  the  other  set  at  liberty.  Be- 
fore he  sat  down  he  begged  to  recall  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  debate  on 
the  Swedish  Treaty  last  year;  in  the 
course  of  which  a  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  his  place, 
msked»  whether  the  terms  of  it  were  to  be 
interpreted  into  a  guarantee  of  the  posses- 
sion of  Norway  to  Sweden  ?  The  answer 
was.  No;  and  more  than  that,  a  noble 
lord,  in  a  remarkable  mode  of  expression, 
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observed,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  put  the  question  ought  to  oe  better 
disciplined  in  diplomatic  terms,  than  to 
suppose  that  the  Treaty  could  be  inter«« 
preted  into  such  a  guarantee.  The  fact 
was,  that  no  tie  existed  by  which  the  coun- 
try was  bound,  or  which  called  upon  the 
House  to  sanction,  the  publication  in  the 
Gazette  of  Saturday  last. 

The  Chancellor  ofiheEjDchequer  observed, 
that  it  could  not  be  expected  he  should  be 
prepared  to  answer  all  the  questions  that 
had  been  put  to  him.  With  respect  to 
the  Treaty  with  Sweden,  it  was  pne  which 
last  year  had  received  the  approbation  of 
parliament.  The  House  would  recollect, 
that  the  Treaty  between  Russia  and  Swe- 
den was  the  key -stone  of  that  glorious  con- 
federacy by  which  such  signal  benefits  to 
Europe  had  been  achieved.  For  our  part, 
we  had  done  nothing  in  the  course  of  tho 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  but  in  the  strict- 
est concert  with  our  allies,  and  which  we 
had  not  been  unanimously  called  on  by 
them  to  do.  It  was  perfectly  true,  that 
we  had  not  engaged  to  guarantee  Norway 
to  Sweden,  after  the  cession  of  it  by  Den- 
mark ;  but  that  cession  had  not  taken 
place.  It  would  be  improper  for  him  to 
go  more  particularly  into  this  subject  at 
present ;  but  he  desired  that  the  House 
would  suspend  their  judgment  upon  it^ 
until  the  whole  case  came  before  them* 
The  hon.  gentleman  opposite  bad  been 
greatly  misinformed.  It  was  by  no  means 
true,  that  from  one  end  of  Norway  to  the 
other  there  existed  a  spirit  of  resistance 
to  the  Swedish  government.  It  was 
equally  unfounded,  that  no  liberal  offer 
had  been  made  to  Norway  on  her  annex* 
ation  to  Sweden.  On  the  contrary,  a 
more  generous  offer  had  been  made  thaa 
in  any  other  case  of  cession  that  had  oc» 
curred  in  the  history  of  the  world.  With 
respect  to  the  causes  that  had  led  to  the 
rejection  of  this  offer,  the  present  was  not 
the  proper  time  to  communicate  them  to 
parliament.  As  to  the  Danish  commis- 
sioners, he  was  not  aware  that  any  officer 
from  Denmark,  with  such  an  object  at 
that  ascribed  to  him,  was  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Whiibread  asked,  whether  the  omt 
of  a  constitution,  or  of  a  participation  in 
the  Swedish  constitution  (which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  chosen  to  characterise 
as  the  most  liberal  offer  that  had  ever  been 
made  to  a  nation  in  the  history  of  the 
world)  was  not  preceded  by  fi  demand  to 
the  Norwegians  to  deliver  np  their  for* 
tresses  and  arms )  He  would  also  ask,  if  in 
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a  country  posseased  of  not  more  than  7  or 
800,000,  or  at  mo8t  under  a  million  of  in- 
habitants, 30  or  40,000  personf  were  not 
actually  embodied  to  resist  the  annexation 
of  Norway  to  Smreden  ? 
No  answer  was  returned. 

Slave  Trade.]  Mr.  Wilberfarce  said, 
that  in  rising  to  make  the  motion  which 
he  now  intended  to  propose,  he  felt  grati- 
fied in  reflecting  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House, 
by  detailing,  at  any  length,  those  consi- 
derations which  rendered  such  a  step  ad- 
visable. The  House  had  already  recog- 
nized and  acted  upon  them  in  1806  and 
1810,  when  they  consented  to  an  address 
to  the  throne,  similar,  in  effect,  to  what 
he  now  wished  them  to  adopt.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  one  to  open  his  eyes, 
and  look  abroad  upon  the  world,  without 
feeling  that  there  never  was  a  period  when 
the  general  circumstances  of  all  nations 
were  more  favourable  to  such  a  motion 
than  the  present,  and  when  there  existed 
such  powerful  motives  for  them  to  accede 
to  its  object.  It  was  something  to  have 
an  occasion  like  this  presented,  when  all 
the  great  powers  of  Europe  were  assem- 
bled in  congress  to  consider  and  discuss 
the  very  elements,  as  it  were,  of  their 
own  political  rights  ;  it  was  something  to 
have  such  a  moment  presented  for  urging 
the  consideration  of  the  wrongs  of  Africa. 
When,  indeed,  he  reflected  upon  these 
circumstances,  and  when  he  recalled  to 
'  memory  that  extraordinary  succession  of 
providential  events  which  had  placed  the 
world  in  its  present  state  of  hope  and 
security,  he  could  not  but  contemplate  in- 
them  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  stretched 
out  for  the  deliverance  of  mankind.  And 
what  more  acceptable  token  of  gratitude 
could  be  displayed  towards-  heaven — what 
more  acceptable  proof  of  our  delight  and 
thankfulness  for  such  mercies,  than  a  mea- 
sure like  the  one  he  now  meant  to  propose? 
It  might  truly  be  said,  that  the  great  con- 
tinental powers  had  been  acting  in  its  very 
spirit  and  effect;  and  when,  too,  were 
considered  the  provocations  that  all  of 
them  had  received,  and  some  in  particular, 
and  the  glorious  revenge  they  had  takeo, 
saving  from  ruin  instead  of  inflicting  it ; 
the  recognition  of  the  principles  he  was 
about  to  recommend  was  so  plain,  that  it 
afibrded  a  sure  ground  and  confident  hope 
that  they  would  be  acknowledged,  in  all 
which  he  now  wished  to  obtain,  as  a  sequel 
merely  of  what  tfaey  bad  so  nobly  begun, 
t 
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There  was  but  one  objection  that  he  had 
ever  heard  made  against  the  proceeding 
he  meant  to  recommend  ;  and  that  was« 
when  he  had  been  talking  of  the  conti«« 
nental  powers  acceding  immediately  to  a 
general  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  the 
reply  had  been,  why  we  ourselves  did  not 
abolish  it  till  after  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  of  enquiry,  and  how  can  we  expecl 
that  they  shoold  do  it  precipitately  ?  Bat 
this  was  not  the  fact  When  the  features 
of  that  trade  were  truly  developed,  when 
its  character  was  fully  known,  when  ita 
effects  were  thoroughly  understood,  we 
got  rid  of  it  directly.  It  was  on  iu  trial 
during  that  time,  and  its  sentence  followed 
immediately  opon  conviction.  When  the 
whole  jystem  was  unfolded,  every  one 
acknowledged  that  we  were  bound  to  abo-* 
lish  ir,  as  a  traffic  inconsistent  with  ev^ry 
feeling  of  justice,  religion,  and  humanity. 
When  the  question  was  first  entered  opon^* 
no  one  properly  understood  its  details ; 
by  degrees,  however,  the  light  broke  in 
upon  that  den  of  serpents ;  and  when  it 
did  so,  and  it  was  seen  in  all  its  hideona 
deformity,  there  existed  but  one  opinion 
among  men  of  any  sense  of  duty,  or  any 
feelings  of  humanity.  It  shoold  be  re« 
membered  too,  that  creat  and  powerful 
interests  were  opposed  to  it.  It  was  said, 
our  commerce  would  be  destroyed,  our 
marina  would  be  destroyed,  and  that  oor 
settlements  in  the  West  Indies  could. not 
subsist  at  all  withoqt  a  regular  importation 
of  slaves;  while  in  Africa  they  would 
continue  to  be  brought  down  to  the  coast, 
and  when  no  market  was  open  for  them 
tbty  would  be  murdered.  Thus  it  was 
foretold,  thkt  nothing  but  disaster  would 
take  place  in  Europe,  in  the  western  he* 
misphere,  and  in  Africa  itself,  by  the  abo- 
lition; yet,  all  these  predictions  proved 
fallacious;  and  therefore,  in  soliciting 
other  countries  to  adopt  the  same  course, 
we  call  upon  them  to  run  no  risk,  nor 
to  attempt  any  untried  scheme.  But,  in 
fietct,  the  greater  nations  of  Europe,  and 
particularly  France,  had  no  direct  interest 
m  the  oentinuance  of  this  trade.  With 
regard  to  France,  the  war  had  practically 
aiiolished  it  for  many  years  past;  andf, 
therefore,  if  carried  on  by  her,  it  would  be 
creating  it  anew.  In  that  country,  there* 
fore,  there  was  no  commerce  to  be  de- 
stroyed, no  marine  to  sufier,  no  manufac* 
tures  to  decay,  as  a  consequence  of  not 
participating  in  this  traffic.  The  hon. 
member  then  drew  a  parallel  betweieii 
what  had  been  the  conduct  of  Baonapartt^ 
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with  respect  to  the  tla^e  trade,  and  the 
difficulty  which   Mr.  Fox   had  found  in 
persuading  him  that  our   abolition  of  it 
arose  from  any  priocipk  of  ^justice ;  and 
what  might  be  expected  from  the  virtues, 
humanity,  and  religious  feelings  of  Louis 
18*     With  regard  to  Spain  also,  happier 
results  might  be  anticipated.      She  was 
not  now  in  a  situation  where  she  feared  to 
displease  any  particular  city ;  she  was  no 
longer  placed   in  those  delicate  circum- 
stances;   her   power  was  more  secured, 
and  she  was  now  placed  in  a  condition 
that  enabled  her  to  think  of  safety  and 
honour  in  the  way  that  nations  and  indi- 
Yidualt  always  secured  it,  by  a  rigid  ad- 
iMrence  to  just  and  honourable  principles. 
Looking  to  Portugal,  be  entertained  simi- 
lar hopes;  and  he  would  not  now  go  into 
a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and 
which  had  been  issued  by  that  govern- 
ment.   It  was  a  sort  of  vindicapon  of  what 
ia  called  the  Middle  Passage;    and  the 
principle  of  it  was,  that  the  slate  trade 
should  be  carried  on  by  the  ports  of  Bra- 
:|il,  till  the  population  of  that  extensive 
country  was  in  proportion  to  its  magni- 
tade.    He  bad  really  never  read  a  paper 
which  contained  so  pnuch  feeling  and  hu- 
■lanity,  (a  laugh.)    Any  person  perusing 
it,  night  think  that  its  wholo  object  was, 
to  diflSie  the  greatest  possible  happiness 
amona  the  most  favoured  individuals. '  It 
was,  la  truth,  a  melancholy  document; 
and  yet  he  was  pleased  with  it.     It  at  least 
shewed,  that  the  Portuguese  goverament 
were  aitentiTe  to  the  calls  of  huiaanity, 
though  in  this  instance  it  had  been  per- 
verted, because  they  were  deceived  as  to 
the  occasions  for  exerting  it.   .  When  they 
were  reminded,  that  this  trade  was  wholly 
incompatible  with  humanity,  and  when 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  was  con- 
Tinced  of  the  impolicy  of  supplying  the 
Brazils  with  a  factitious  population,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  he  would  resolve 
to  co-operate  cordially  with  this  country. 
This  co-operation  would  be  more  prompt 
and  effective  also,  when  the  removal  of 
the  court  of  Portugal  to  £urope  should 
have  taken  place.     With  regard  to  the 
other  powers  of  Europe, — Russia,  Aus- 
tria,  and    Prossia,   who   were  unstained 
1^  a  traffic  which  we,  to  our  shame  be 
it  spoken,  had  once  participated  in,  let  it 
not  be  supposed  that  they  would  be  indif- 
Ibrent  to  iu  annihilation,    or  that  they 
would  be  tardy  in  assisting  to  complete 
that  object. 
Ib  sparing  Paris,  and  in  tha-soddco  and 
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complete  abandonment  of  every  hostile 
feeling,  the  allied  powers  had  afforded  a 
pledge  of  further  mafnanimiiy  and  hu- 
manity of  conduct.     He  trusted,  that  all 
would  concur  in  this  grand  object.     Go- 
vernment had  already  obtained  the  acqui- 
escence of  Sweden.     Denmark  had  abo- 
lished the  slave  trade  ^t  an  early  period. 
America  the  same.     And  here  he  begged 
to  guard  himself  against  the  imputation  of 
being  supposed  to  wish,  by  this  motion, 
to  remind  his  Majesty's  ministers  of  that 
sacred  duty  which  he  was  persuaded  they 
were  ready  cheerfully  and  spontaneously 
to  perform.      His  object  was  merely  to 
strengthen  their  hands,  and,  by  the  renewal 
of  a  solemn  declaration  from  parliament, 
to  show  that  their  former  proceedings  had 
originated  not  in  a  transient  or  mistaken 
fit  of  humanity,  but  in  a  just  and  sound 
view  of  all  the  bearings  and  relations  of 
the  subject      He   must  repeat^  that  be 
really  thought  there  was  something  in  the 
present  state  and  circumstances  of  things 
which  justified  the  most  favourable  expecV 
alions.      It  would   be   refreshing   to  the 
mind,  after  so  long  a  period  of  calaroiiy, 
to  witness  a  general  acknowledgment  of 
the  grand   and   immutable  pripcipl^  of 
justice  and   humanity.     It  would   raise 
Great  Briiain  still  higher  in  the  scale  of 
nations,  if,  after  all  she  had  done  and  saf* 
fered  for  Europe,  she  should  ask,  as  a  com- 
pensation, not  any  political  or  commercial 
advantage,  not  territory  or   wealth,  but 
only  an  acquiescence  in  the  establishment 
of  a  principle  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  happiness  of   mankind.    The    most 
dreadful    consequences    would    result  to 
Africa,  should  foreign  powers  not  consent 
to  unite  in  this  desired  object.     That  wide 
continent  would  again  be  made  the  scene 
of  horror;    and  our  praises  and  thanks* 
givings  to  the  Divine  Being  for  his  recent 
blessings  to  us,  would  be  accompanied  by 
the  shrieks  and  screams  of  those  whom  we 
were  persecuting.     But   he  trusted  this 
would  not  be  the  case.     Whatever  might 
be  his  opinion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion, to  the  professors  of   that  religion 
Europe  owed  much  of  its  existing  liberty; 
and  be  hoped  that  they  would  feel  that 
their  religion,  no  less  than  Protestantism^ 
called  on  them  to  abolish  that  inhuman 
traffic  which    Mr.  Pitt  bad   truly  called 
"  the  greatest  practical  evil  that  had  e? ep 
been  suffered  to  exist  in  the  world.^'     He 
concluded  by  movinfr, 

**Thaian  humble  jy  dress  be  presented  te 
his  royai  highness  the  Prince  Regent^  te 
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assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that  this  House, 
relying,  with  perfectconfidence,on  the  so- 
lemn assurances  received  by  parliament  in 
1806  and  1810,  that  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment  would  employ  every  proper  means  to 
obtain  a  convention  of  the  powers  of  Europe 
for  the  immediate  and  universal  abolition 
of  the  African  Slave  Trad«,  beg  leave  hum- 
bly and  earnestly  to  represent  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  the  happy  and  glorious 
events  which  promise  the  general  pacifica- 
tion of  Christendom,  the  present  union  and 
assembly  of  its  greatest  sovereigns,  and 
the  great  and  generous  principles  which 
they  proclaim  as  the  rule  of  their  conduct, 
Mfford  a  most  auspicious  opportunity  for 
interposing  the  good  offices  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  accomplish  the  above  noble  pur- 
pose, with  the  weight  which  belongs  to 
ner  rank  among  nations,  to  the  services 
which  she  has  rendered  to  Egropean  inde* 
pendence,  and  to  the  unanimous  and  zea- 
lous concurrence  of  her  parliament  and 
people : 

"  That  we  feel  ourselves  authorized,  by 
our  own  abolition  of  this  trade,  of  the 
guilty  profits  of  which  we  enjoved  the 
largest  share,  by  the  fellowship  of  civiliz- 
ation, of  religion,  and  even  of  common 
humanity,  to  implore  the  other  members 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Europe  to  signa- 
lize the  restoration  of  its  order  and  secu- 
rity by  the  prohibition  of  this  detestable 
commerce,  the  common  ^tain  of  the 
Christian  name,  a  system  of  crimes  by 
which  the  civilized  professors  of  a  benefi- 
cent religion  spread  desolation  and  perpe- 
luate  barbarism  among  helpless  savages, 
whom  they  are  bound,  by  the  most  sacred 
obligations  of  doty,  to  protect,  to  instruct, 
smd  to  reclaim : 

"  Humbly  to  represent  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  ahe  high  rank  which  this 
kingdom  holds  among  maritime  and  colo- 
nial states  imposes  a  very  serioos  duty 
upon  the  British  government  at  this  im- 
portant juncture ;  and  that,  unless  we  in- 
terpose, with  effect,  to  procure  a  general 
abolition,  the  practical  result  of  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  will  be  to  revive  a  traffic 
which  we  have  prohibited  as  a  crime,  to 
open  the  sea  to  swarms  of  piratical  adven- 
turersy  who  will  renew  and  extend,  on  the 
jhores  of  Africa,  the  scenes  of  carnage 
smd  rapine  in  a  great  measure  suspended . 
by  maritime  hostilities,  and  the  peace  of 
Chrutendom  will  kindle  a. thopsi^nd  fero-. 
ciops  wars  a^ong  wretched  trit)es,  igno*: 
xant  of  our  quarrels  and  of  opr  very  name :  > 

"  That  the  nations  wh^  bava  ^wed  the  * 
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security  of  their  navigation  to  our  friend- 
ship,   and  whom  we  have   been  happy 
enough  to  aid  in  expelling  their  opprei* 
sors,  and  maintaining  their  independence, 
cannot  listen  without  respect  to  our  voice 
raised  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  huma* 
nity ;  and  that,  among  the  great  states, 
till  of  late  our  enemies,  maritime  hostility 
has  in  fact  abolished  the  trade  for  twenty- 
years,  no  interest  is  engaged  in  2t,  and 
the  legal  permission  to  carry  it  on  would 
practically  be  a  new  establishment  of  it, 
after  the  full  developement  of  its  horrors  ; 
"That  we  humbly  trust,  that  in  the  moral 
order  by  which  Divine  Providence  admi- 
nisters the  government  of  the  world,  this 
great  act    of   atonement  to  Africa  may 
contribute  to  consolidate  the  safety,  and 
prolong  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  that 
nations  may  be  taught  a  higher  respect  for 
justice  and  humanity  by  the  example  of 
their  sovereigns,  and  that  a  treaty,  sanc- 
tioned by  such  a  disinterested  and  sacred 
stipulation,  may  be  more  profoundly  re- 
verenced, and  more  religiously  observed, 
than  even  the  most  equitable  compacts  for 
the  regulation  of  power  or  the  distribution 
of  territory/' 

The  motion  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair, 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  happy  to  give  his  most  cordial  con- 
currence to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man ;  and  he  could  not  refrain  from  hop- 
ing, that  when  the  subject  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  that  most 
illustrious  assembly  of  sovereigns,  its  im- 
portant views  would  be  effected,  and  thejf: 
^ould  be  anxious  to  wipe  away  ttie  ini- 
quitous stain;  He  could  not  but  hope, 
that  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  would  have  a  due  effect; 
and  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  wit- 
ness the  conclusion  of  that  happy  work, 
which  he  had  so  ably  and  so  perseveringly 
carried  forward. 

Mr.  Fansonby  said,  be  was  happy  to 
give  his  unqualified  approbation  to  the 
Address ;  and  agreed  with  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  opinion,  that  it  could 
not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with  the 
Allied  Powers  on  the  continent  Experi- 
ence bad  proved,  that  too  great  extension 
of  empire  had  only  led  to  the  degradation 
and  nnhappiness  of  that  portion  of  man- 
kind who  possessed  it.  Luckily  for  the 
world,  the  late  events  had  decidedly 
shewn  this,  and  brought  the  different 
powers  to  a  sense  of  the  real  state  of  things 
which  contributed  to  make  an  empire  or 
(2T) 
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a  kingdom  truly  powerful,  or  only  com- 
paratively so;  and  it  would  be  making 
a.mockery  of  what  had  passed,  and  losing 
sight  of  all  the  advantages  which  had 
really  taken  place,  if  we  were  to  suffer 
those  advantages  to  be  confined  to  Eu- 
rope, and  not  extend  them  to  Africa;  a 
quarter  of  the  globe  which  bad  been  so 
long  and  so  grievously  afflicted  by  the 
cruel  and  unjust  treatment  it  had  received 
from  the  European  powers.  Whatever 
advantages  had  been  derived  to  this  coun- 
try from  the  Slave  Trade,  taken  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  they  were  certainly 
mu0|li  greater  than  those  of  any  other 
power;  and  having  so  cheerfully  sacri- 
ficed them  for  the  sake  of  promoting  the 
ends  of  justice  and  humanity,  we  were 
certainly  entitled  to  the  right  of  endea- 
vouring to  bring  our  Allies  into  the  same 
praise-worthy  principles ;  and  it  would  be 
an  act  of  hypocrisy  worse  than  that  of  the 
Inquisition,  (which,  when  it  condemned  a 
criminal  to  death,  delivered  him  over  to 
the  secular  power  with  a  recommendation 
of  metcy)  if  we  did  not  exert  ourselves  at 
the  present  auspicious  moment  to  obtain 
the  concurrence  of  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope in  a  measure,  of  the  philanthropy, 
the  advantage,  and  necessity  of  which  we 
bad  so  long  been  convinced. 

Mr.  Canning  rose,  not  to  express  his 
•entiments  on  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade;  that  was  unnecessary,  as  they 
were  already  well  known  to  the  House; 
be  rose  to  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  the  vote  which  tbey  were  about  to 
come  to  that  night,  would  not  be  a  barren 
vote;  but  one  that  would  materially  aid 
the  great  cause  they  were  anxious  to  pro- 
mote. Their  unanimity  on  this  occasion 
woi^ld  not  merely  support  what  they  had 
already  done,  but  would  do  much  towards 
persuading  the  great  powers  of  Europe 
to  unite  with  England  to  put  down  the 
Slave  Trade.  Let  it  not  be  said,  when 
this  language  was  held,  that  the  English 
were  always  vaunting  of  their  importance 
in,  and  influence  over  Europe.  On  such 
an  occasion,  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  their  authority  and  example  would 
produce  the  happiest  results.  With  those 
powers  who  bad  not  acknowledged  the 
injustice  of  this  traffic  in  human  blood,  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  must  have  some 
weight ;  and  with  that  larger  portion, 
who,  approving  the  principle  acted  upon 
by  England,  feared  the  application  of  it 
in  their  own  case,  our  example  must  pre- 
vail.   The  appreheosions  tbey  at  present 
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entertained,  must  be  in  a  great  measure 
removed,  when  they  saw  that  we,  after 
cutting  off  that  trade,  which  was  to  as  a 
source  of  wealth  and  power  (if  it  ever  had 
been  a  source  of  wealth  and  power  to  any 
nation  on  earth),  had  lost  nothing  by  obe- 
dience to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  but 
had  still  been   able,  not  only  to  defend 
ourselves,  but  to  contribute  largely  to  the 
restoration  of  the  independence  of  Europe. 
With  those  powers  who  had  not  recognized 
the    propriety  of  abolishing    the    Slave 
Trade,  he  would  now  take  a  higher  tone 
than  he   thought  would  have  been  wise 
in  the  day  of  their  distress,  when,  strug* 
gling  with  difficulties,  they  looked  to  this 
country ;     and  he  would  take  a  higher 
tone   with  them   for    this  reason :    were 
they   in  some   sort  dependant  on  us,   a 
strong  remonstrance  on  this  subject  would 
have  gone  with  too  much  of  authority; 
but  now  that  the  danger    was  past,  and 
they  had  recovered  their  independence, 
we  might  assume  a  loftier  tone  withool 
appearing  to  insult  them,  by  holding  oat 
a  threat  if  tbey  refused  to  comply  with 
our  wishes.     Spain  and  Portugal    could 
now  defend  themselves  without  our  as* 
sistance;  and  they  could  decline  attend* 
ing  (o  our  representations,  without  fear  of 
being  abandoned  to  ruin.     This  then  was 
the  time  when  we  could  speak  with  most 
freedom ;    for  as  we  could  urge  it  with 
more  of  delicacy   than  formerly,  so  wa 
could  press  it  with  more  of  firmness.    The 
happy  adjustment  of   the  affairs  of  the 
world,  which  seemed  now  about  to  taka 
place,  would  be  incomplete,  if  an  attempt 
to  pot  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade  did  not 
form  one  grand  feature  of  it.     The  tech- 
nical   consent  to  its  abolition    of   those 
powers  who  were  not  actively  engaged  in 
it,  ought  to  be  obtained ;  *for  if  this  were 
not  done,  their  flags  would  be  abused  by 
individuals  belonging  to  other  countries* 
<  who  would  be  ready  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  subterfuge  to  avoid   punishment. 
The  sanction  of  all  the  great  nations  of 
Europe  to  its  being  done  away,  was  neces- 
sary,  and  of   vast  importance ;    not  so 
much  for  the  mighty  power  they  possess* 
edj  as  for  the  use  they  had'maae  of  that 
power.    If  their  consent  were  not  given  to 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  things 
would  not  merely  remain  as  they  are  ia 
this  respect;  but  the  traffic  in  slaves  would 
be    greater    than  it  had  been  for  many 
years.    The  question  then  was,  whether 
the  era  of  a  general   peace  in  Europe 
should  secura  the   repose  of  Africa^  or 
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furnish  anew  slarting-post  for  the  plunder 
and  dcTastation  of  that  quarter  of  the 
^lobe.  He  hoped,  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, heard  through  the  unanimous  vote  of 
that  House,  in  favour  of  that  which  justice, 
humanity,  and  sound  policy,  combined  to 
recommend  to  every  nation,  would  not 
appeal  to  the  assembled  majesty  of  Eu- 
rope in  vain. 

Mr.  Protheroe  said,  he  would  not  at- 
tempt to  detain  the  House  but  for  a  very 
few  moments,  lest  what  he  might  say 
should  weaken  the  effect  produced  by  the 
speakers  who  had  preceded  him.  He 
could  not,  however,  withhold  himself  from 
expressing  his  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  ministers,  in  having  so  warmly  second- 
ed the  Address ;  and  hoped  they  would 
use  their  strenuous  endeavours  with  the 
Allied  Powers  to  induce  them  to  concur 
cordially  in  the  measure,  which  he  feared 
would  otherwise  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  MatiyaU  could  take  upon  himself 
to  state,  that  those  connected  with  the 
West  India  colonies  were  as  anxious  as 
any  other  class  of  persons  could  be,  for  the 
universal  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
Unless,  however,  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try went  farther  than  they  had  yet  gone 
in  this  business,  though  they  had  washed 
their  own  hands  of  the  guilt,  they  had 
done  little  towards  lessening  the  evil 
which  they  proposed  to  remedy;  as, 
while  the  subjects  of  other  countries  en- 
gaged in  it  at  all,  they  did  more  in  pro- 
portion as  this  country  did  less.  From 
the  Report  of  the  African  Society  it  ap- 
peared, that  up  to  the  year  1810,  the  ave- 
rage number  of  slaves  obtained  from 
Africa  annually  amounted  to  80,000;  one 
half  of  which  were  carried  away  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  other  half  by  the  Por- 
tuguese. The  traffic  which  was  formerly 
carried  on  in  English  ships  was  thus  kept 
up  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  vessels. 
The  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  had  pro- 
duced one  good  effect,  that  of  greatly 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  slaves  in 
the  colonies.  The  negroes  were  much 
better  treated,  and  the  old  system  of  having 
night  and  day  gangs  had  been  abandoned. 
The  total  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
would  be  a  glorious  consummation  of  the 
happy  events  lately  witnessed  in  Europe ; 
and  he  thought  the  Prince  Regent  could 
not  be  called  upon  to  perform  a  more 
grateful  task,  than  that  which  the  resolu- 
tioo  before  the  House  went  to  assign  to 
kim. 
Idr.  •/•  SmUh  coold  not  refrain  from  ex- 
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pressing  a  hope,  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
would  give  repose  to  all  parts  of  the  woi  Id  ; 
and  that  those  events  which  restored  the 
inhabitants  of  one  quarter  of  the  globe  to 
freedom,  would  not  consign  the  natives  of 
another  to  bondage  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Whithread  said,  those  were  deceived, 
who  imagined  that  every  man  in  England 
wished  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
Before  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  present 
motion,  it  had  come  to  his  ears,  that  there 
were  persons  in  this  country  base  enough 
to  wish  for  the  return  of  peace,  on  account 
of  the  facilities  it  would  afford  for  carrying 
on  this  detestable  traffic  under  another 
flag.  He  was  glad  that  this  motion  had 
been  so  ably  supported  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  near  him  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Can- 
ning); as  the  demonstration,  thus  made, 
would  convince  those  persons  to  whom  ha 
had  alluded,  that  the  legislature  was  in* 
tent  upon  procuring  the  perfect  abolitioa 
of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout^  the  world. 
At  a  former  period,  when  we  recom- 
mended the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
to  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  it  was 
thought  we  ought  to  set  the  example,  by 
abolishing  it  ourselves.  It  was  under  such 
circumstances  that  the  last  peace  was  con- 
cluded ;  and  reflections  were  then  castoa 
the  advocates  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade  in  that  House,  because  such  a 
step  had  not  been  taken.  That  blot  re- 
mained on  our  character  no  longer.  We 
had  now  set  the  example.  He  was  glad 
to  concur  in  the  Address,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  produce  a  general  and  beneficial 
effect— beneficial  even  according  to  the 
most  sordid  calculation— as  the  trading  in- 
terest of  every  country  would  profit  by  it. 
He  had  been  present  at  many  of  the  de- 
bates that  preceded  the  abolition  of  tha 
Slave  Trade  in  this  country,  which  per- 
haps boasted  the  greatest  display  of  elo- 
quence (from  the  members  then  on  both 
sides  of  the  House)  ever  witnessed  in  the 
world.  Mr.  Pitt  commenced  the  mar^h 
of  one  of  bis  speeches,  by  appealing  to 
those  who  would  only  consider  their  in- 
terest, who  had  to  feeling  but  in  their 
purse ;  and  demonstrated,  by  arguments 
which  could  not  be  answered,  that  it  was 
their  interest  to  put  an  end  to  a  traffic  so 
disgraceful.  He  bad  then,  with  that  elo- 
quence which  he  so  well  knew  how  to  use» 
applied  himself  to  persuade  them  to  do  it. 
This  argument  ought  now  to  be  bf  Id  out 
to  the  deluded  governments  uf  Spain  apd 
Portugal,  aod  to  that  most  deluded  go» 
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Britain :   nay,  that,  under   Heaven,  she 
owed   her  very  existence  to  the  prompt 
and  vigorous  services  of  Britain :  and  then 
.was  it  to  be  still   said,   that  we  should 
not  call  upon  her  to  second  our  efforts  for 
the  termination  of  a  traffic  that  was  a  na- 
tional crime  ?  Yet  Portugal,  in  spite  of  all 
former  remonstrances,  had  not  only  per- 
sisted  in   sustaining  this  traffic,  but  was 
even  at  this  moment  preparing ^to  swell  it 
to  an  extent  unprecedented  in  the  history 
of  this  guilty  commerce,  and   altogether 
shocking  to  humanity.  An  edict  had  been 
pat  into  his  hands,  dated  Nov.  30,  1813, 
.almost  the  latest  date  that  had  reached  this 
country,  containing  not  only  no  symp- 
toms uf  abolition,  but  of  an  immense  and 
terrible  augmentation  of  the  traffic.     The 
Rubstance  of  this  edict  was,  that  his  Royal 
Highness,  taking  into  consideration   the 
state  of  population  in  his  South  American 
dominions,  and  seeing  its  inadequacy  for 
the  necessary  improvement  of  that  great 
territory,  not  merely  for  the  opening  of 
the  country   by   roads,   causeways,,  and 
canals,  but  for  the  working  of  the  mines, 
.the   cultivation  of  the  spices,  and  other 
precious  productions,   and    also    for  the 
manufactures  which  might  be  necessary 
to  the  future  opulence  and  comfort  of  his 
dominions,    did,   in  consequence  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  the  case,  allow  and 
permit  the  further  importation  of  slaves 
from  the  coast  of  Africa.     This  (said  lord 
Grenville)  was  an   instrument  on  whose 
construction   there  could,  fortunately   or 
unfortunately,  be  no  doubt.    Here  was  no 
idle  disguise ;  it  was  all  plain  and  palpa- 
ble; an  avowed  and  undisguised  determi- 
nation to  push  the  traffic  of  slaves  to  an 
.  extent  that  might  be  considered  unlimited. 
;  It  was  not  to  supply  the  first  wants  of  so- 
ciety ;    not   merely  to  break  open  roads 
.  and  smooth  the  great  internal  channels  of 
communication ;  it  was  not  to  supply  those 
labours  of  which   the  other  population 
might  be  incapable  ;  not  for  the  explora- 
tion of  the  mines,  but  for  the  most  remote 
wants  of  society,  even  for  the  supply  of 
its  manufactures.     He  would  turn  to  their 
lordships,  and  ask  them,  what  limits  were 
here  assignable  to  this  guilty  trade ;    to 
.  what  degree  it  must  be  pushed  to  fill  the 
wants  of   that  country,  considering   the 
enormous  extent  of  territory,  and  the  pie- 
sent  state  of  that  territory.    The  principle 
was  here  avowed,  and  our  duty  was  inevi- 
table.    If  we  desired  to  abolish  the  Slave 
.  Trade,  we  inost  meet  this  measure  and 
^is  avowal ;  we  must  meet  it,  too#  with 
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higher  and  more  influential  arguments  than 
we  had  used  before.      (Hear,  hear,  from 
the  dukes  of  Sussex  and  Gloucester.)    If 
not,  we  must  abandon  all  our  objects.;  we 
must  give  up,  as  a  dream,  the  hope  we  had 
once  felt  of  seeing,  in  our  life-time,  the 
day  on  which  there  should  be  no  sale  of 
slaves  throughout  the  world.      He   most 
speak  out;    Portugal  owed  not  only  her 
temporary  protection,  but  her  actual  ex- 
istence, to  England ;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
endured,  that  under  the  coverture  of  a  flag 
which  owed  its  security  to  us,  our  laws 
should  be  violated.     If  it  were>  his  object 
to  work  upon  the  feelings  of  the  House,  he 
would  have  only  to  detail  the  mockery  of 
justice,  and  of  all  feeling,  contained  in  the 
commencement  of  every  paragraph ;   be- 
ginning as  they  did,  with  the  most  specious 
and  formal  provisions  of  mercy,  and  re- 
gularly terminating  in  new  conditions  of 
slavery.     He  hoped *^heir  lordships  would 
not  sulFcr  this  opportunity  to  pass  away  : 
but  if  they  wished  their  opinion  to  be  of 
any  effect ;    if  they  wished  the  language 
which  they  were  now   to  hold  to  their 
prince,  and  to  Europe,  to  be  followed  up 
by  consequences  worthy  of  their  feeling 
and   their  wisdom ;    if  they  wished  to  be 
heard  by  their  prince,  their  address  must 
be  distinct  and  firm,  and  liable  to  no  ambi- 
guity.    If  it  were  not  to  be  so,  they  most 
spare  him  the  pain  of  taking  any  share  in 
it;    or,  what  was  of  more  importance, 
they  should  spare  themselves  the   regret 
of  having  feebly  done  what  was  worthy 
of  all  the  vigour  of  man.    Things  most  be 
done  as  they  had  been  already  done.   Sti- 
pulations had  been  procured, arrangements 
entered  into  with  great  solemnity ;  all  the 
forms  of  regulation  had  been  proposed; 
and  yet  in  the  face  of  all,  a  systiem  was 
going  to  commence  to  which  all  that  was  * 
perpetrated    before    was  feeble.      There 
must  be  a  change  in  the  mode  of  applica- 
tion to  foreign  powers.    He  would  ofler  an 
address.     This  was  not  levelled  against 
any  particular  court,  but  referred  to  the 
recognition  of  the  principle  of  abolition  by 
all.      All  our  efforts  must  be  inefifectual 
while  we  gave  the  privilege  of  carrying  on 
the  trade  to  foreign  flags..    We  had  no 
alternative :  if  we  chose  to  follow  up  our 
own  laws,  we  must  resist  those  practices 
even  at  the  hazard  of  hostilities  with  those 
flags.     The  interest  of  our  own  colonies 
was  even  involved.      The  trade  which, 
while  liable  to  parliament,  might  be  kept 
in  ceruin  politic  limits,  teemed  with  pofi- 
ticai  dangers  when  it  was  given  over  to  tha 
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clandesiioe  indostry  of  foreigners.  This 
was  the  momeDl,  the  mosi  fayourable  of  ail 
moments,  for  the  establishment  of  this 
noble  measure.  The  sovereigus^f  Europe* 
those  who  were  the  arbiters  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  human  happiness,  were  now 
collected,  animated  with  a  new  spirit ;  and 
the  question  which  involved  this  vast  por- 
tion of  the  human  race,  would  be  thus  sub- 
mitted, not  at  once,  to  suspicious,  jealous, 
and  contradictory  interests,  but  to  one 
great  congress  or  powers  who  had  exhi- 
bited the  highest  qualities  of  peace  and 
war. 

His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  the 
following  Address  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent : 

''  To  His  Roval  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent.— The  Humble  Address  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness; 

"  Relying  with  perfect  confidence  on 
the  solemn  assurances  received  by  par- 
liament in  1800  and  18  JO,  that  his  Majesty's 
government  would  employ  every  proper 
means  toobtain  a  convention  of  the  powers 
of  Europe,  for  the  immediate  and  uni- 
versal Abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade 
—we  most  humbly  and  earnestly  represent 
to  your  Royal  Highness  that  the  happy 
and  glorious  events  which  promise  the 
general  pacification  of  Christendom,  the 
present  union  and  assembly  of  its  greatest 
sovereigns,  and  the  great  and  generous 
principles  which  they  proclaim  as  the 
rule  of  their  conduct,  aflbrd  a  most  auspi- 
cious opportunity  for  interposing  the  good 
offices  of  Great  Britain  to  accomplish  the 
above  noble  purpose,  with  the  weight 
which  belongs  to  her  rank  among  nations, 
to  the  services  which  she  has  rendered  to 
European  independence,  and  to  the  una- 
nimous and  zealous  concurrence  of  her 
parliament  and  people* 

"  We  feel  ourselves  authorized  by  our 
own  abolition  of  this  trade,  of  the  guilty 
profits  of  which  we  enjoyed  the  largest 
share,  by  the  fellowship  of  civilization,  of 
religion,  and  even  of  common  humanity, 
to  implore  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Europe  to  signalize  the  re- 
storation of  its  order  and  security,  by  the 
prohibition  of  this  detestable  commerce, 
the  common  stain  of  the  Christian  name ; 
a  system  of  crimes  by  which  the  civilized 
profeMors  of  a  beneficent  religion  spread 
desolation, and  perpetual  barbarism,  among 
belpleu  savagef,  whom  they  arc  bound  by 
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the  most  sacred  obligations  of  duty  to  pro« 
tect,  to  instruct,  and  to  reclaim. 

«  We  humbly  represent  to  your  Royal 
Highness,  Uiat  the  high  rank  which  this 
kingdom  holds  among  maritime  and  co* 
lonial  states,  imposes  a  very  serious  duty 
upon  the  British  government  at  this  im- 
portant juncture.  Unless  we  interpose 
with  effect  to  procure  a  general  abolition, 
the  practical  result  of  the  restoration  of 
peace  will  be  to  revive  a  traffic  which  we* 
have  prohibited  as  a  crime,  to  open  the 
sea  to  swarms  of  piratical  adventurers,  who 
will  renew  and  extend  on  the  shores  of 
Africa  the  scenes  of  carnage  and  rapine 
in  a  great  measure  suspended  by  maritime 
hostilities;  and  the  peace  of  Christendom 
will  kindle  a  thousand  ferocious  wars 
among  wretched  tribes  ignorant  of  our 
quarrels  and  of  our  very  usme. 

"  The  nations  who  havt*  owed  the  secu* 
rity  of  their  navigation  to  our  friendship, 
and  whom  we  have  been  happy  enough  to 
aid  in  expelling  their  oppressors,  and  main- 
taining their  independence,  cannot  listen 
wititout  respect  to  our  voice  raised  in  the 
cause  of  justice  and  humanity.  Among 
the  great  states,  till  of  late  our  enemies, 
maritime  hostility  has  in  fact  abolished  the 
trade  for  20  years.  No  interest  is  engaged 
in  it ;  and  the  legal  permission  to  carry  it 
on  would  practically  be  a  new  establish- 
ment of  it,  after  the  complete  develope* 
ment  of  its  horrors. 

"  We  humbly  trust,  that  in  the  moral 
order  by  which  Divine  Providence  admi« 
nisters  the  government  of  the  world,  this 
great  act  of  atonement  to  Africa  ma3r 
contribute  to  consolidate  the  safety,  and 
prolong  the  tranquillity  tif  Europe ;  that 
the  nations  may  be  taught  a  higher  respect 
for  justice  and  humanity  by  the  example 
of  their  sovereigns;  and  that  a  treaty 
sanctified  by  such  a  disinterested  and 
sacred  stipulation  may  be  more  profoundly 
reverenced,  and  more  religiously  observed, 
than  even  the  most  equitable  compacts  for 
the  regulation  of  power,  or  the  distribu- 
tion of  territory.'* 

The  Address  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dis, 
and  ordered  to  be  presented  by  the  lords 
with  white  staves. 
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Thurtday,  May  5, 
Papers  eelating  to  the  Couhtk»- Re- 
volution AT  Paeis.]     The  following  Pa- 
pers were  presented,  arMi  ordered  to  b% 
priQted: 
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1.  Copj  of  ■  DriFATCH  from  the  Earl 
Bathur»t  to  the  Harquen  of  Wolling- 
too;  dated,  9tb  April  ]8li:  One 
•  Enclosure  :—(Ditpatchpd  by  Li«at 
Colonel  ihe  Baron  de  Montalambert, 
April  9:b,  1814.) 

D  >wnin|f  atreat,  ttlh  April  1114k 

Mr  lord  (  If  yoor  lordahip  ihall  not 
li»a  aigned  an  anniatice.  in  conMavancv 
of  Ibe  Coaaier  ReTolotion,  whico  hat 
Uben  plare  at  Parii,  l>i-fi>rt>  thia  4iif>atch 
ahall  raacb  yoo,  yon  will  comidtr  yonraclf 
M  anibotia«d  to  do  •<>»  if  ytmr  (erdtbip 
aball  deem  it  axpadicnt  far  the  Mum  ia 
which  w%  are  ambarfceil ;  alwiyi  taking 
care  that  the  principlei  upon  which  it  ii 
fcnnded  (ball  beioch  atlo  Mcureto  yoaa 
atte  and  direct  commaoication  »ith  thii 
country,  oven  in  the  efaot  of  hoatilkiai 
being  reoewvd. 

I  have  the  honour  10  enoloM  tbe  copy 
«f  a  letter,  which  I  bar*  addreaaed  ta  the 
lordi  comaiiaaioKra  of  tba  Adniralty, 
directing  ibem  to  Uke  offthe  blockade  of 
idl  pOTli  and  placea  in  France,  which  ihalt 
hoiit  Ike  Bourbon  flag)  and  declare  for 
peace  with  ibit  country  add  oar  AHiea, 

If  Dpon  conmoni cation  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Counter- ReTolntien  at  Parii 
to  the  conmandent  of  Bayonoe  (in  caaa 
that  fortrcit  (bould  contioiN  to  bold  out] 
the  commandant  ihonid  net  be  willing  to 
march  out,  or  to  hoist  the  white  flag,  you 
will  direct  lir  John  Hope  lo  cenaeni  to  an 
araitiice  for  a  giren  tioN,  for  the  parpoae 
of  enabling  tbe  ceoiniandant  to  aacertain 
tbe  troth  of  Mch  intelligence ;  pronded 
he  ahall  content  to  narcb  out  or  to  hviat 
the  while  flag  at  the  azpiratien  ef  tb» 
given  lime,  vpon  being  aatiificd  of  the 
tn>lh  of  the  intelligence  which  tir  John 
Hope  will  haae  been  enabled  le  conNuo- 
nicate  lo  hire.     I  have,  ftc.        Batkubit. 

Te  Field  Ha»hBl  the  Marqam 
of  Wellington,  K.  G.  dtc.  fcc.  dte. 
(Encloiure.] 

Inmediaie. 

War  Department,  C)th  April  isti. 

Sir;  I  am  directed  by  rarl  Bathurat,  lo 
dciire  you  will  acquaint  the  lordi  commia- 
aioners  of  the  Admiralty,  ihai  intelligence 
ha«  been  received  ihii  morning,  by  whith 
h  ii  known  that  the  town  of  DunLiick  ha^ 
ditplayed  ihe  while  6sg,  and  hat  pro- 
leMcd  ncntimenti  of  friendship  toward) 
Great  Britain  ind  ber  Allici ;  and  yon  will 
move  their  lordshipa  lo  give  ordera,  Ihal 
the  blockade  of  Dunkirk  ahonid  W  «■»> 


t<M 

peaded  iKmndiaiety;  and  gluMnHy,tbBl 


in  Ftaince  ibBll  dcCtwe  tut 
ihe  caoae  of  tbe  Bourbon  faially,  md  for 
pcacn  with  thii  cMMry,  ahoeld  be  ntieved 
ininediately  from  the  naval  bloclndei 
1  am,  be.  H.  E  Bunsvar. 

J.  W.  Croker,  Eaqnire.  ftc  let .  ho. 

2.  Bzirtct  of  a  Lnnn  from  Earl  Baihurtt 

to  Field   Uarahal   the   M>trquvu  of 
Wellington,  k.  c;  daieil,  Dnwning- 
■tteet,  dih  April  1814:  »  P.  M.— 
(Ditpatcbed   by  iJeat.  Colitiel   the 
Baron  de  Monulambeit,  April  Bib, 
1814] 
"  Since  I  wrote  my  diipatch  of  thia 
morning,  which  ii  lent  and^r  a  flying  aeal 
to  sir  John  Hope,  a  meawn{(er  baa  arrived 
from  Pari*,  with  diapelcbe*  of  tbe  Tih  in- 
ilani.     The  declaration  of   the   araay  in 
favenr  of  the  Room  vf  Biiurbon,  anil  the 
abdication  of  Boonapari^,  will  probably 
have    caiued    a    cei>iatiou    of    nutlilitiea 
tbroaghout   France.     But   iulated   gwri- 
■oni,  and  oDatinate  individaala,  may  atiit 
\  reiiit ;  and  I  ihrrefore  atill  i«nd  my  di^ 
I  patch  of  Ihii  day,  in  caae  the  conitnct  of 
I  tbi^  commandant  of  Bayonne  abould  makn 
it  neceiaary  to  act  upon  iheae  initnctioiia. 
I  I  (end  the  diipatch  under  a  flying  aeal 
I  through  lir  Jonn  Hope,  conceiving  tbkt 
yourlordihipmaybediataalfromBayonii^ 
and  that  be  may  find  a  favonrable  oppor- 
tunity  of  commnnicating   with    the   giH 
vernor  or  garriaoo,  before   he  coold   re- 
ceive your  iordihip'i  further  inftracliooi." 

3.  Copy  ef  a  Littbi  from  Colonel  Bm- 

bnry  to  LientenaM  General  Sir  JebD 
Hope,  K.  B.  dated.  War  DnpnttaeMt 
Londnn,  April  M,  IB14.— riNa> 
miched  by  Lieuienaat  Colonel  tbn 
Baron  d«  MonUlanbert.  April  9di,' 
1814.) 

April  M,  1814. 
Dear  Sir ;  Lord  Batharat  ia  ao  nnch 
hurried,  that  be  hai  denred  Ih  M  write  to 
yoo,  otaking  at  tbe  aaaae  time  bia  epolo- 
logiea  fer  net  writing  himaelf.  nekc- 
compwiying  diapntch,  kddeaand  to  toad 
Waliingion,  ii  icnt  en#er  ■  flying  aeal,  in 
order  that  yoo  may  peruealt,  and  act  upon 
that  part  wbicb  reTatce  In  n  cnwnwcn- 
lien  with  tbe  cnatmnndant  of  Baynnne,  if 
circumitancei  main  it  adviinbta  that  y«i 
aheald  do  to,  withont  waiting  far  liarihw 
iniiractiont  from  tori  WcHinstwi.  Lian< 
tviMnt  colonel  the  baron  de  Mootalanabert 
will  then  carry  on  ihe  diapauA,  and  amA 
other  comma nicalinn*  aa  yon  mayaHab  H 
make,  M  bit  tonbhip%  bend  yiia*. 


m 
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You  will  ftliD  recdftt  horn  ibe  fttfoii  a 
I»c<|a#t»  contaiains  printed  extracts  fram 
tbe  Moniteurs,  which  detail  the  proceed* 
ings  at  Paris  up  to  tbe  Sd  imtant,  incia* 
ii?e ;  and  the  Declaration  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  alkgnmce  of  the  French  people 
and  armiefl  wm  no  longer  due  to  Boona- 
pari^or  hii  family.  In  case  the  conn 
nandant  of  Bayonne  should  refuse  to 
treat,  you  may  find  these  papers  UMfel  in 
making  known  the  Gounter-Retolution  at 
Paris  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  hi« 
garrison.     I  have  the  honour  to  bt*,  8lc. 

H  £.  BuNavsT. 

To  Lieut.  General  Sir  John  Hope, 
K.  a.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Corn  Laws.]  Sir  H,  Darnel/  mo?ed 
that  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Com 
Laws  should  now  be  resumed. 

Mr  Rase  said,  it  was  his  hitentton  to 
mov«  that  the  Speaker  should  not  leave  the 
chair ;  and  was  proceeding  to  speak ;  when 

The  Speaker  said,  that  one  or  two  ques- 
tions of  form  were  to  be  attended  to  be* 
fore  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  go  on 
to  argue  on  such  a  qoevtion. 

Mr.  i*roikeroe  appealed  to  tbe  candour 
of  the  hon.  baronet,  whether  it  wu  proper 
to  brinif  on  the  question  then. 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  the  bon. 
gentleman.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
question,  whether  the  debate  be  now  re- 
sumed,'should  be  disposed  of  belbretha 
debate  could  be  commenced. 

Mr.  Proikeroe  said,  that  the  question 
which  he  meant  to  pot  to  the  camloor  of 
the  hon.  baronet  was^  whether  he  thought 
it  proper  that  the  debate  should  be  then 
resumed.  On  Monday  last,  when  the 
hon.  baronet  had  mored  for  the  resump- 
tion of  the  debate,  it  appeared  to  be  the 
opinion  of  tbe  Hoose,  tnat  it  was  p<»st- 
poned  in  order  to  giTu  time  to  consider 
the  resolutions ;  and  that  two  days  were 
little  enough  for  diat  purpose.  The  h«n. 
baronet  had  therefore  postponed  the  de- 
bate till  Thursday,  in  order  to  have  the  re- 
solutions pnntedr.  They  had  not  been 
deKfered  to  members  until  that  morning, 
and  they  ware  now  called  on  to  discuss 
the  subject  after  only  a  few  boors  consi- 
deration. Indeed»  for  his  own  part,  ha?- 
fng  hec^  engaged  all  tbe  mominK  in  pri- 
vate coiumiitees,  he  had  not  had  time  to 
consider  them  at  all.  Under  these  cir- 
comstances,  it  was  really  to  be  wished 
that  the  House  might  have  at  least  two 
days  to  think  upon  the  subject^  before  they 
wtra  caUed  on  to  decide  on  the  price  at 


which  the  people  of  England  were  to  eat 
their  bread. 

Sir  H.  Pamett  replied,  that  any  gentle« 
man  who  read  the  reeolotions,  must  sea 
that  tbe  alterations  proposed  in  them  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  comprehended 
with  ease.  He  hoped  also  he  miffht  be 
allowed  to  observe,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  a  new  subject  to  the  House. 
Notices  bod  been  given  on  the  subject  a( 
each  a^^jonmment  of  the  House  for  recess. 
He  dtrnied  that  therr  was  any  ihing  in  tbe 
proposed  regulations  which  would  at  all 
fix  the  price  at  which  tbe  people  of  Eng- 
land were  to  eat  their  bread. 

The  question  for  resuming  the  debate 
was  then  put  and  carried. 

Sir  Ji.  Parmell  then  moved,  that  the  first 
Resolution,  viz.  '*  That  it  is  expedient 
timt  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  meal, 
malt  and  floor,  firom  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  should  be  permitted  at 
all  times,  without  the  payment  of  any  duty, 
and  without  receiving  any  bounty  what- 
ever," be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House*  The  question  having  been 
put, 

Mr.  Roie*  said : 

Sir ;  as  far  as  the  Resolutions  now 
moved  by  the  tion.  barnnet  differ  from 
thoM  he  brought  forward  last  year,  they 
are  in  some  oegree  le&s  exceptionable; 
but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  shew,  that  the 
adoption  of  these  would  be  seriously  inju- 
rious to  the  best  interests  of  tbe  country, 
and  that  no  pr'iceeding  of  any  tort  should 
be  founded  oo  tbe  Report  made  last  year. 

One  of  these,  to  allow  the  exportation 
of  corn  at  all  times,  without  any  restraint 
whatever,  is  offered  to  ui,  without  even  a 
memion  of  it  in  the  Report.  1  will  there* 
fore  make  some  observations  upon  it,  be- 
fore I  proceed  to  comment  on  that  paper, 
on  which  the  House  is  now  called  upon  to 
proceed. 

This  resolution  is  not  for  the  repeal  of 
one  of  those  laws  that  has  long  been 
dormant  in  our  statute  book,  without  hav- 
ing been  called  into  notice,  but  is  at  onca 
to  du  away  a  system  very  long  since  esta- 
blished, and  m variably  acted  upon  for 
more  than  fotir  centuries  and  a  half. 

The  first  prohibition  of  the  export  of 
corn  to  be  found  in  our  statutes  is  in  the 
S4th  Edw.  Sd,  1360;  and  from  that  tima 
to  the  present,  there  has  not  been  one 

*  From  tbe  original  edition  printed  for 
T  Cadell  and  W.  Davies,  Strand ;  and  J. 
1  Hatchaxd,  Piccadilly. 
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reign  in  which  that-principle  haa  not  been 
recognizer!,  by  some  parliamentary  pro*, 
ceeding,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
JEdw.  5th  and  Richard  2d,  who  together 
were  not  upon  the  throne  two  years  and  a 
half:  and  we  are  now  desired,  on  the  sole 
authority  of  the  hon.  baronet,  to  adopt  an 
entirely  new  principle,  without  a  sugges- 
tion having  been  offered  in  favour  of  it 
from  any  quarter  whatever.  It  perhaps 
may  be  fit  that  we  should  abandon  a 
system  acted  upon  for  more  than  450 
years,  and  sanctioned  by  the  wisest  and 
most  experienced  men  ever  since ;  but  it 
seems  to  be  too  much  to  require  us  to  do 
80  hastily,  and  to  put  to  hazard,  without 
full  enquiry,  the  subsistence  of  the  people, 
in  times  of  the  severest  calamity  and 
greatest  distress. 

With  proper  respect  for  the  talents  and 
judgment  of  the  hon.  baronet,  it  is  surely 
not  too  much  to  expect,  that  he  would 
offer  to  our  consideration/  in  a  matter  of 
such  infinite  importance*  something  more 
than  his  own  opinion.  Jn  the  Report  be- 
fore us,  fiuch  as  I  shall  shew  it  to  be,  there 
is  not  a  sellable  that  has  an  allusion  to 
the  permission  for  allowing  corn  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  country  without  any  restraint, 
in  time's  of  the  greatest  scarcity  :  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  there  proposed  to  act  on  the 
long-es'ahlished  principle  ;  and  prices  are 
proposed  for  the  regulations  of  the  export. 
The  remainder  of  the  resolutions  cer- 
tainly arise  out  of  the  Report,  I  feel  it 
incumbent  on  me,  therefore,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  super- 
ficial view  taken  therein  of  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  of  the  inaccuracies 
which  are  to  be  met  with,  nearly  through- 
out the  whole  of  it. 

The  subject  is  a  dry  one;  but  as  it  af- 
fects all  descriptions  of  people  in  the  king- 
dom, I  trust  I  shall  be  permitted  to  go 
fully  into  it.  I  promise,  however  to  do 
that  with  as  little  waste  of  the  time  of  the 
House  as  I  can« 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  pre- 
mise, that  I  should  hold  myself  inexcusa* 
ble  if  I  were  to  convey  an  insinuation  that 
the  hon.  baronet  meant  to  mislead  the 
House  by  any  mis  statement:  a  certainty 
of  detection  must  have  prevented  such  an 
intention,  even  if  he  had  not  been  re- 
strained by  better  motives,  which  I  am 
persuaded  invariably  govern  bis  conduct. 
He  must,  however,  permit  me  to  say,  that 
be  did  not  apply  such  a  degree  of  in- 
dustry on  the  occasion  as  is  required  from 
the  chairman  of  every  committee  to  which 
an  inquiry  is  referred* 
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I  will  freely  confess,  that  at  no  time  in 
my  parliamentary  life  uas^I  ever  so  asto* 
ni^ed  as  at  the  proceeding  attempted  in 
the  last  session.  I  was  perhaps  struck  the 
more  forcibly  with  the  Resolutions*  then 
proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet,  from  their 
having  been  sudden  and  unexpected  to 
me;  for  I  bad  not  the  remotest  appre- 
hension of  any  innovation  respecting  the 
com  laws  of  this  country  generally,  till  I 
heard  the  resolutions  moved.  I  knew,  in- 
deed, that  a  committee  had  been  sitting 
respecting  corn,  of  which  the  hon.  baronet 
was  chairman  ;  but  I  thought  the  enquiry 
related  only  to  some  internal  regulations 
in  Ireland,  never  having  heard,  by  any  ac- 
cident, that  a  revision  of  the  corn  acts  in 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  in  the  other  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  was  in  coniempja- 
tion. 

In  former  instances,  when  any  material 
alteration  was  intended  on  the  subject,  the 
proposals  were  brought  forward  early  in 
the  session,  and  full  time  allowed  to  deli* 
berate  on  the  propositions. 

In  1773,  the  Bill  (after  proceedings  in 
the  committee)  was  read  the  first  time 
December  15th,  and  was  not  out  of  the 
House  till  the  2d  of  April  following. 

In  171)1,  the  Bill  was  brought  in  De- 
cember the  Idih;  and  it  did  not  pass  this 
House  till  the  27th  of  May  following. 

In  1804<,  the  Report  was  printed  Hth 
of  May ;  and  the  Bill  was  passed  26ih  of 
July. 

Whereas,  in  1813,  when  the  most  ex- 
traordinary alteration  ever  attempted  was 
brought  forward,  the  Resolutions  were  not 
moved  till  the  month  of  June,  when  most 
of  the  country  gentlemen,  as  well  as  those 
connected  with  the  manufacturing  interests, 
had  left  town. 

And  in  the  present  session,  the  question 
is  not  even  stirred  till  the  beginning  of 
May. 

I  should  have  thought  the  late  period  of 
the  last  session  would  have  been  a  sufficient 
reason  for  delay;  and  on  that  ground 
alone  I  should  have  objected  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, even  if  I  had  not  been  very  un- 
affectedly alarmed  at  the  proposal  of  a 
free  export  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, as  well  as  at  the  immense-  in- 
crease of  prices,  till  which  importation 
was  to  have  been  allowed. 

But  when  I  looked  into  the  Report,  I 
felt  great  anxiety  .that  it  should  not  be 
acted  upon  at  all.  I  could  not  have  con- 
ceived it  possible,  before  the  Resolutions 

*  See  Vol.  26,  p.  659, 
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were  brought  forward,  that  it  would  have 
been  attempted  to  increase,  to  an  extent 
quite  unexampled,  the  prices  of  regulation  ; 
in  some  instances,  on  such  averments,  and 
on  such  evidence,  as  are  to  be  found  in 
that  Report ;  and  in  the  important  one 
above  alluded  to,  without  evtn  a  mention 
of  it. 

The  Report  sets  out  with  a  statement  of 
the  value  of  corn  imported  in  the  last 
twenty-one  years,  and  the  amount  of 
bounties  paid  thereupon ;  a  period  in 
which  circumstances,  unheard  of  till  then, 
occurred  to  raise  the  prices  unnaturally, 
which,  it  may  be  hoped,  are  not  likely  to 
be  inflicted  upon  this  country  and  the 
world  again.  In  the  amount  of  bounties, 
too,  is  included  the  money  granted  to  in- 
demnify to  a  certain  extent  persons  who 
shall  import  corn  in  a  time  of  the  sef  eresl 
distress  ever  known. 

On  the  ground  of  this  unexampled  and 
temporary  pressure,  we  are  desired  to  le- 
gislate permanently,  and  to  regulate  fu- 
ture averages  according  to  prices,  freight^, 
insurance,  and  other  charges,  beyond  all 
comparison  higher  than  were  ever  known, 
and  when  difficulties  were  interposed,  such 
as  had  at  no  former  time  ever  been  expe- 
rienced. 

The  committee  next  allege,  that  they 
have  examined  into  the  laws  which  from 
time  to  time  have  been  made  for  regu- 
lating the  corn  trade :  with  what  atten- 
tion and  accuracy  they  did  so^  will  be 
judged  of  by  the  observations  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  make.  I  will  here  merely  ob- 
serve, that  they  refer  to  no  more  than 
seven  laws,  one  of  which  was  repealed  ; 
these  will  be  found  to  bear  a  very  small 
proportion  to  the  whole ;  the  total  number 
are  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  ; 
but  of  those,  thirty  are  from  the  Rolls  of 
parliament,  and  one  from  Scobell  in 
CromwelTs  time;  there  are,  however, 
nearly  thirty  that  are  well  worthy  of 
notice,  t 


t  Acts,  &c.  respecting  the  Exporta- 
tion and  Importation  of  Corn,  and 
such  as  have  relation  to  the  prices 
thereof.— [T-he  Acts,  &c.  to  which 
this  mark  *  is  prefixed  appear  to  be 
most  worthy  of  attention.] 
1225.  9  H.  3.  c.  25.  Only  one  mea- 
lure  of  corn  throughout  the  realm. 

126(3.  51  H.  S.Stat.  6.     Mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  price  of  wheat,  by  which  the 
price  of  bread  shall  be  regulated. 
«1315.  9  and  9  £d.  2,  BoU  pari.  Vol. 


It  is  my  intention  to  observe  upon  the 
Report  in  the  order  in  which  the  points 
occur. 

With  respect  to  what  is  said  of  the  im- 
provement of  agriculture  in  Ireland,  I  de- 
cline entering  into  any  detail,  not  under- 
standing the  subject ;  but  I  am  ready  to 
concur  most  heartily  in  any  proposal  for 
the  attainment  of  that  object;  such  a  mea- 
sure (if  any  is  wanting)  may,  I  trust,  be 
accomplished  without  endangering  much 
mischief  to  the  whole  empire. 

The  first  instance  the  committee  give  of 
their  deep  research  into  those  laws,  which 
hare  from  time  to  time  been  made  for  re- 
gulating the  corn  trade,  exhibits  a  most 
extraordinary,  misconception :  on  refer* 
ring  to  the  15th  Ch.  2.  c-.  7.  they  say,  that 
Act  gave  freedom  to  the  "  inland  corn 
trade,  and  perhaps  contributed  more,  both 
to  the  plentiful  supply  of  the  home 
markets,  and  to  the  increase  of  tillage, 
than  any  other  law  on  the  statute  book.'' 
The  terms  and  provisions  of  this  Act  are 
so  perfectly  plain  and  intelligible,  as  to 
render  it  inconceivable  how  they  could 
have  been  mistaken.  Instead  of  giving 
freedom  to  the  transport  of  corn  in  the 
home  market,  it  actually  prohibits  the 
transport  of  grain  at  times  when  it  would 
be  most  important  that  it  should  be  free, 
namely,  when  the  prices  shall  be  high. 

Not  to  trust,  however,  to  my  own 
judgment  on  a  matter  so  perfectly 
plain  as  this,  let  us  see  what  the  commit- 
tee of  privy  council  for  the  afiairs  of 
trade,  in  a  Report  presented  to  this  House 
in ,1790,  say  respecting  that  same  Act; 
"The  ancient  laws  of  this  kingdom,  which 
by  a  false  policy  restrained  the  inland 
trade  of  corn,  have  in  general  been  repeal- 
ed. The  15th  Ch.  2,  c.  7,  which  does  not 
permit  the  buying  corn  to  sell  again,  and 
the  laying  it  up  in  granaries,  except  when 
the  several  sorts  of  corn  are  below  certain 
prices  therein  mentioned,  is  the  only  law  of 
this  description  which  will  now  be  found  in 
our  statute-book,  and  ought  certainly  not 

1.  340.  Proclamation  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  corn,  that  no  wheat  shall  be 
used  in  the  brewery :  on  a  petition  from 
Winchester. 

1324.  17  £d.  2,  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  1.  458. 
>Corn  may  be  exported  from  Ireland  into 
England,  on  security  that  it  shall  not  be 
carried  to  the  Scotch  or  other  enemies. 

1335.  9  £d.  3,  c.  1.  Corn  may  be 
bought  and  sold  freely  throughout  the 
realm,  as  well  by  foreigners  as  denisens.— 

§ 
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to  remain  there  any  longer.''  In  this  opi* 
Rion  the  legislature  concfirred,  and  tbe 
Act  wan,  in  consequence,  repealed,  by  the 
SIst  G.  3,  c.  SO,  sect.  2.  This  law,  there- 
fore,  which  was  the  snbject  of  the  high 
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This  is  confirmed,  25  Ed.  5.  in  the  Rolls 
of  Parliament,  Vol.  2.  p.  231.  See  also 
Anno  1370. 

1 339.  1 3  Ed.  3,  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2*  106. 
^Writs  to  be  directed  to  sheriffs,  and  to 
mayors,  &c.  at  the  sea  ports,  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  corn,  without  the  king's 
licence.  (In  this  year  there  ii  an  entry 
in  the  Parliament  Roll  of  a  contract  by 
merchants  of  Hull  and  Lynne  to  deliver  a 
quantity  of  wheat  at  9s.  a  quarter.  Rot. 
ftirl.  Vol.  2.  p.  109.] 

1350.  Sut.  25  Ed.  3,  stat.  5,  o.  10.  All 
measures  shall  be  according  to  the  king's 
atandard,  and  the  quarter  of  corn  shall  be 
eight  bushels. 

•1360.  Stat,  34  Ed.  3.  c.  20.  Pro- 
hibits positively  the  exportation  of  grain, 
except  to  the  king's  possessions  in  France. 
-^Repealed  by  21  Ja.  1.  c.  2S.  sect.  11. 

1363.  37  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2,  277. 
^Proclamation  against  exporting  com 
without  licence. 

1364.  38  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  «,  287. 
The  commons  in  the  north  pray  that  no 
corn  may  be  allowed  to  pass  the  Marches 
of  England  into  Scotland. 

1371.  45  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2.  305. 
*Corn  may  be  freely  bought  and  sold 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

1376.  50  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2,  350. 
*Corn  may  be  exported  when  not  pro- 
hibited by  the  council. 

1378.  2  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  47. 
*Corn  may  be  bought  and  sold  by  natives 
and  by  merchants  aliens  wholesale  or  by 
retail  in  any  part  of  the  realm  freelv- 

•1382.  6  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.*3. 141, 
and  396.  No  com  to  be  exported  except 
to  Berwick,  and  to  the  king's  possessions 
in  France,  on  forfeiture  of  the  grain  and 
vessel,  without  licence  from  the  council : 
and  those  who  shall  have  licence,  to 
produce  proof  of  their  having  conformed 
thereto. 

1383.  7  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3.  164. 
Cora  shall  not  be  sent  into  Scotland,  either 
by  land  or  water,  without  a  special  licence 
from  the  king. 

1 389.  1 3  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pad.  Vol.  3.  269. 
Horse  provender  to  be  charged  according 
to  the  price  of  corn. 

1390.  14  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3.  281. 
The    Commons  pray  that  proclamation 
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onkiginfli  of  the  commiltoe,  fertoaately 
exists  no  longer. 

In  referring  to  the  average  pprices,  the 
committee  are  equally  unfortunate ;  they 
state  the  average  of  the  twenty  years  pre- 
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may  be  made  for  the  due  observance  of 
the  Statute  of  Measures ;  and  that  the 
houses  of  brewers  and  others  who  buy  corn 
by  the  measare  of  nine  bushels  instead  of 
eight,  may  be  searched  for  false  mea- 
sures. 

1391.  Stat.  15  Rich.  2.  c.  4.  Corn  to 
be  sold  only  by  the  quarter  of  eight 
bushels. 

1391.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  291.  The  same 
provision. 

Rot  Pari.  Vol.  4,  p.  14.  The  same 
provision. 

♦Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  p.  455.  2  H.  4;  493. 
4  H.  4;  546.  6  H.  4;  568.  7  H.  4;  612. 
9  H.  4;  635.  1 1  H.  4;  648.  13  H.  4;  Vol. 
4,  p.  6.  1  H.  5;  16.  2  H.  5;  64.  3  H.  5} 
Vol.  5,  p.  228.  31  H.  6;  508.  4  Ed.  4; 
Vol.  6,  p.  154.  14  Ed.  4;  238.  1  R.  3; 
269.  I  H.  7.  Cora  exempted  from  doty 
on  importation  in  all  these  acts  of  sabeidy ; 
the  last  for  the  life  of  Henry  the  7tb. 

•1393.  17  Ric.  2.  c.  7.  Permits  the 
exportation  of  corn,  on  payment  of  the 
subsidy :  no  limitation  of  prices ;  bot  the 
council  may  restrain  it  when  necessary. 

1421.  4  Hen.  6.  c.  5.  Almost  in  the 
same  words  as  the  preceding. 

«14S6.  15  Hen.  6.  c.  2.  Exportetion 
allowed  without  licence,  when  wheat  ia 
6s.  Sd.  a  quarter,  and  barley  3«.  (This 
seems  to  have  established  the  prin(;lple  of 
regulating  the  export  by  price.)  20 
Hen.  6.  c.  6.  continues  this  for  10  years.—* 
23  Hen.  6.  c  5.  makes  this  law  of  the  15th 
perpetual ;  reciting,  that  the  maritime 
counties  cannot  have  a  market  for  tbeir 
corn,  unless  it  shall  be  allowed  to  be  car* 
ried  by  sea. 

1463.  3  Ed.  4.  c.  2.  •Grain  not  to  be 
imported  when  wheat  does  not  exceed 
6s,  Bd.  rye  4j.  barley  3f.  (This  seems  to 
have  eAtabtished  the  principle  of  regu- 
lating the  import  by  prjce.)-*Repealed  by 
21  Ja.  I.  c.  28.  sect.  1 1. 

1496.  Stat.  12  Hen.  7.  c.  5.  Act  for 
weights  and  meaitures,  provides  that  corn 
shall  be  sold  by  the  measure  of  eight  gallons 
to  the  bushel,  and  what  the  gallon  shall 
weif^h  ;  and  that  all  other  gallons  shall  be 
broken. 

♦1533.  ^5  Hen.  8.  c.  2.  Privy  Council 
to  regulate  the  prices  of  all  victuals.^^- 
1552.    5  and  6  Ed.  6.  c.  14^  against  en« 
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coding  1066,  to  ba?e  been  57$.  Bid,  and 
of  the  twenty  years  subseqaent  to  that 
year,  to  have  been  46«*  Sd,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  "  Tracto  on  the  Corn  Trade."  It 
has  not  been  usual  for  committees  of  this 
tlouse,  on  making  reports,    to    rely  on 

grossers,  altered  by  5  £liz.  c.  12.  sect.  7. 

*1552.  Stat.  5  and  6  Ed.  6.  c.  14.  sect. 
12.  Act  against  regraters:  allows  corn 
to  be  transported  frei-ly  from  one  port  to 
another,  by  licence  from  three  justices; 
and  that  it  may  be  bought  up  and  en- 
grossed when  at  or  under  05.  8d.  a  quarter. 
•^And  there  are  other  Acts  respecting 
licensing  dealers  in  corn. 

1554.  I  and  2  Ph.  and  M.  c  5.  Pro- 
hibition to  export  without  licence,  except 
when  wheat  shall  not  exceed  6«.  8</.  rye  4f. 
and  barley  Ss. 

1558.  I  £liz.  c.  1 1 .  sect.  11.  Com  may 
be  exported  from  Suffolk  and  Norfolk, 
when  the  prices  do  not  exceed,  wheat 
6i.  Sd.  rye  5s.  barley  Ss.  4d.  and  oats  2s. 

*1562.  5  £liz.  c.  5.  sect.  26.  Expor- 
tation allowed  when  wheat  shall  not  exceed 
lOf.  rye  8«.  barley  6s.  Sd.  See  13  Eliz. 
c.  I3i 

*1570.  Id  Eliz.  c.  IS.  from  the  original 
Boll.  Corn  may  be  exported  on  a  duty 
of  Is.  a  quarter  to  pUcts  in  amity,  not  pro- 
hibited by  any  restraint  or  proclamation, 
in  square  rigged  yessels,  British-owned,  at 
fuch  times  as  the  prices  thereof  nhall  be 
ao  reasonable  and  moderate  when  no 
prohibition  shall  be  made  either  by  the 
queen's  proclamation  or  by  orler  of 
council,  or  by  order  ot  judges  of  assize,  or 
at  the  quarter  sessions.  When  exported 
hereafter  by  spei  ial  licence,  and  not  under 
Ibis  Act,  a  duty  of  2s.  a  quarter  on  wheat. 

*I59S.  35  Eliz.  c.  7.  sect.  23.  Expor- 
tation allowed  when  wheat  shall  not  ex- 
ceed 2()i.  on  a  duty  of  2s.  a  quarter. 

*|604.  1  Ja.  1.  c.  25.  sect.  26.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  wheat  shall  not 
oxceed  26s.  Sd,  on  a  duty  of  2s.  a  quarter; 
but  may  be  prohibited  by  proclamation, 
•ither  tbrougbont  the  kingdom,  or  from 
any  part  of  it. 

*1623.  21  Ja.  1.  c.  28.  sect.  3.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  the  price  of  wheat 
ahall  not  exceed  32#.  on  a  duty  of  2«.  a 
quarter ;  but  may  be  prohibited  by  pro- 
clamation. 

1627.  3  Ch.  I.  c^  4.  sect  24.  The 
tame  as  the  preceding* 

1656.  Cromwell's  Ordinances,  c.  5. 
^Klom-  may  be  exported,  when  wheat  is 
ael  abe?e  40#.  on  «  doty  •(  !«•  a  bvsbaL 
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statements  from  pamphlets;  and  we  h§?e 
here  a  proof  that  they  ought  not  to  do  to* 
In  this  case  such  reliance  has  led  the 
committee  into  an  error,  on  which  the 
House  might  ha?e  been  induced  to  act. 
The  prices  appear  to  ha?e  been   taken 

♦1660.  12  Ch.  2.  c.  4.  sect.  11.  Ex- 
portatioo  allowed  when  wheat  shall  not 
exceed  40s.  on  a  duty  according  to  the 
rates  in  the  Schedules  to  the  Act.,  which 
appears  to  be  20i.  a  quarter  on  wheat 

♦1663.  15  Ch.  2.  c.  7.  sect.  2.  Ex- 
portation  allowed  when  wheat  shall  not 
exceed  48s.  on  a  duty  of  5s.  4d. 

1670.  22  Ch.  2,  c.  8,  and  22  and  2S 
Ch.  2,  c.  1 2.  To  ascertain  the  measure  of 
corn  ;  to  be  only  the  Winchester  bushel 
of  eight  gallons  throughout  the  kingdoni* 

♦l670.  22  Ch.  2,  c.  13,  sect.  1.  Ex- 
portation allowed  on  payment  of  the  sub- 
sidies, although  the  prices  shall  be  higher 
than  those  stated  in  the  Act  15  Ch.  2,  on 
payment  of  the  subsidy. — And  Importer 
lion,  if  it  shall  not  exceed  53s.  4J.  on  a 
duty  of  1 6«. ;  and  when  it  shall  exceed  that, 
and  be  under  80s.  on  a  duty  of  8s.  This 
Act  is  explained  by  5th  Geo.  2.  c.  12. 

1685.  1  Ja.  2,  c.  19.  Prescribes  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  prices  in  the  22d 
Ch.  2.  And  is  further  explained  by  2d 
Geo.  2,  c.  18,  and  5th  Geo.  2,  c.  12.  Thit 
Act  is  repealed  by  31  Geo.  3,  c.  20. 

*1688.  I  W.  andM.Stat.  lyC.  12.  £x« 
portation  allowed  when  wheat  shall  be  at 
or  under  48s. ;  and  a  bounty  of  5s.  on 
wheat  when  exported.  (This  is  the  firsi 
instance  of  a  bounty.)  Repealed  by  3 1 
G.  3,  c.  30. 

1698.  10  W.  3,  c.  3.  Exportation  JQS* 
pended. 

1699.  11  W.  3,  c.  1.  Bounty  suspend^ 
ed  till  1709. 

*1700.  1 1  and  12  W.  3.  c.  20.  Duties 
on  grain  exported  to  cease. 

1709.  8  Ann.  c.  2.  Importation  siis» 
pended  for  a  year. 

1732.  5  G.  2,  c.  12;  see  2  G.  2,  c  18; 
To  explain  the  1st  of  Ja.  2,  c  19,  and  22 
Cha.  2,  c.  13,  as  to  ascertaining  prices  of 
corn,  and  mode  of  export 

1738.  II  O.  2>  c.  22.  To  punish  per* 
sons  who  shall  obstruct  the  exporution  of 
com,  or  the  removal  of  it  from  one  part 
of  the  kingdom  to  another. 

1741.  14&.  2,c.3;  1742.  15G.2,  c 
35*  Exportation  suspended. 

1757.  30G.  2.C.  1.  Ditto. 

1757.  30  G.  2,  c  7.  Importation  daty* 
free. 

(2X) 
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from  an  account  kept  in  Eton  College  of 
those  in  Windsor  market;  according  to 
which  they  are  correct;  butthe  prices  there 
stated  are  of  the  bushel  of  nine  gallons, 
till  1792,  when,  under  the  Slst  6.  3,  c. 
30,  sect.  82,  the  measure  of  eight  bushels 

1757.  30  G.  2,  c  1,  and  D.  Exportation 
suspended,  and  importation  allowed  in 
neutral  ships. 

1765.  5  G.  3,  c.  31:  To  discontinue 
bounties  on  export,  and  duties  on  import. 

Ibid.  c.  32.  To  enable  the  king  to  pro- 
hibit the  export  for  a  limited  time. 
.    1776.  6  G.  3,  c.  3.    Importation  from 
America  duty-free. 

Ibid.  c.  5.  To  prohibit  the  Export. 

1767.  7.  G.  3>  c.  3.  Ditto,  and  to  stop 
distillation. 

Ibid.  c.  4.  American  com  free  of  duty. 
Ibid,  c,  5.    Importation  free  generally. 
Ibid.  c.  7.  Indemnity  for  order  in  coun- 
cil to  prohibit  exportation* 
Ibid.  c.  11.    Farther  allowbg  importa- 

llOD. 

Ibid.  c.  22.     Ditto. 

1768.  8  G.  3,  c.  I.    To  prohibit  the  ex- 
port,  and  stop  distillation. 
'.  Ibid.  c.  2.    To  allow  importation,  &c. 

1769.  8  0.  3;  IstSess.  c.  1.  To  pro- 
hibit the  export,  and  allow  the  import,  and 
to  stop  the  distillation. 

176d.  8  G.  3,  2d  Sess.  c.  1.     Ditto. 

1770.  lOG.  3,  c.  1.     Ditto. 
Ibid.  c.  39.      Regulating  the  mode  of 

requiring  and  ascertaining  prices  of  grain. 
^-Repealed,  31  G.  3,  c.  30. 

1771.  11  G.  3,  c.  1.  To  prohibit  the 
export,  allow  the  import,  and  stop  the  dis- 
tillation. 

1772.  12  G.  3,  c.  1.  Ditto,  as  respects 
export  and  distillation. 

Ibid.  c.  33.    Allowing  importation. 

1773.  13  G.  3,  c.  1,  and  2.     Ditto. 
Ibid.  c.  3.    .To  stop  the  export  and  dis- 
tillation. 

«  *Ibid.  c.  43.  Prohibitsthe  export  when 
wheat  shall  be  above  4'k5.  and  import  al- 
lowed when  at  or  above  485.  on  a  duty  of 
6d  and  when  wheat  shall  be  under  44i., 
a  bounty  of  5$.  on  the  export.  Repealed, 
31  G.  3,  c.  30.  And  explains  the  mode  of 
ascertaining  prices.  Under  this  Act  fo- 
reign corn  may  be  warehoused  for  expor- 
tation: or  may  be  taken  out  for  home 
consumption,  on  payment  of  the  duties 
due  on  importation,  at  the  time  the  corn 
shall  be  taken  out 

1 7  80.  20  G.  3,  c.  3 1 .  Com  exported  in 
neutral  ships^  entitled  to  half  tk«  bounty. 
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was  adopted ;  to  come  at  the  true  price, 
therefore,  one-ninth  must  be  deducted 
previous  to  that  year;  the  averages  then 
will  be  3 1 5.  d^d,  and  4 1 5.  2d.  instead  of 
5Ts.  5d,  and  ^6s,  3d, 
For  the  prices  in  the  table  that  follows. 

This  Act  revived  and  further  continued  by 
21  G.  3,  c.  29,  and  22  G.  3,  c.  J  3,  sect  6. 

1781.  21  G.  3,  c.  50.  For  further  re- 
gulating and  ascertaining  the  importatioQ 
and  exportation  of  corn. 

1783.  23  G.  3,  c.  1.  Corn  may  be  im* 
ported  in  British  or  neutral  vessels,  on  the 
low  duties  and  two  5/.  per  cents,  for  a  few 
mouths. 

l7S3.  23  G.  3,  c.  53.  The  king  allowed 
by  proclamation  to  admit  the  importation 
into  some  counties  in  Scotland  for  4  months. 

1783.  23  G.  3,  c.  8 1 .  To  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  corn,  with  a  bounty,  during 
the  operation  of  the  two  preceding  Acts. 

1787.  27  G.  3,  c.  13.  The  Consolida- 
tion Act ;  made  no  alteration  in  the  pricei 
or  duties. . 

1789.  2d'  G.  3.  c.  58.  For  better  regiH 
lating  and  ascertaining  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  corn. 

1790.  30  Q.  3,  c.  1.  Indemnity  for 
Orders  in  Council  prohibiting  exportiition 
of  corn ;  and  for  the  governor  of  Canada 
for  admitting  corn  in  American  vessels. 
Foreign  corn  legally  warehoused,  may  ba 
exported  from  such  warehouse.— Wheat, 
&c.  may  be  imported  on  low  duties,  and 
may  be  warehoused.— 30  G.  3,  c.  42,  con- 
tinues the  preceding  Act  for  a  few  months 
more. — 31  G.  3,  c.  4,  further  continues 
the  preceding  Acts.  . 

*1791.  31  G.  3,  c.  SO.  This  Act  makes 
important  alterations;  it  repeals  all  the 
Acts  respecting  the  importation  and  ex- 
portation of  corn ;  and  also  all  the  duties 
thereon,  except  such  provisions  as  relate 
to  malt :  and  particularly  the  15  Ch.  2,  c. 

7.— 1  J.  2,  c.  19.— 1  W.  and  M.  c.  12 

10  G.  3,  c.  39.— 13  G.  3,  c.  43.— 21  G.  3,. 
c.  50.-29  G.  3,  c.  58.  When  wheat  shall 
be  under  44^.  a  bounty  of  5$. :  when  above 
46#.  no  export.  On  importation,  if  under 
50s.  a  duty  of  2'Vi.  3^.  If  at  or  above 
*50«.  and  under  54i.  a  duty  of  2$,  Qd.  If  at 
or  above  5  4f.  a  duty  ofOd.  With  a  table  of 
duties  for  Ireland  and  Quebec.  Corn  may 
be  warehoused  for  exportation ;  or  taken 
out  for  home  consumption,  on  payment  of 
the  duties  due  at  the  time  when  the  same 
shall  be  so  taken  out ;  with  an  addition  of 
2s.  6d.  to  the  first  low  duty.  If  at  otie 
port  the  liigh  duties  shail  be  doei  a  vessel 
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Cbalmers*  Estimate  and  Dirom's  Enquiry 
are  quoted ;  on  comparing  these  with  the 
Eton  accompt,  the  first  sum  agrees ;  but  as 
far  as  I  have  examined  the  remainder,  the 
prices  are  uniformly  lower  in  Mr.  Dirora's 
statement,  who  seems  in  all  the  subsequent 

may  go  to  another  port  where  the  low 
duties  only  shall  be  due.  Maritime  coon- 
ties,  and  those  in  Scotland,  divided  into 
districts.  Mode  of  regulating  the  prices 
according  to  a  six  weeks  average ;  except 
oatSy  which  are  to  be  regulated  by  prices 
during  twelve  weeks.  Inland  districts 
settleof.  Exportation  from,  and  importa- 
tion into  Scotland,  regulated.  The  King 
in  coancil,  parliament  not  sitting,  may 
permit  importation,  or  prevent  exporta- 
tion,  when  the  average  price  of  the  whole 
kingdom  shall  be  at  or  above  the  price 
which  foreign  corn  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
imported  at,  according  to  the  low  duties 
in  table  D.  of  the  Act,  which  is  2f.  6d,  and 
Io  recall  such  permission  to  export  and 
import.— [This  last  is  varied  by  3S  6.  3. 
c.  C5,  which  provides  for  prices  from  Ire- 
land and  Quebec.] 

1793.  33  G.  3,  c.  3.  Indemnification 
for  Orders  in  Council.  Foreign  corn  may 
be  warehoused.  The  King  may  prohibit 
the  export,  during  present  session,  and  per- 
mit the  importation. 

1793.  33  G.  3,  c.  65.  Mode  of  taking 
averages  altered.  The  King's  authority 
to  permit  export  and  stop  import  to  b« 
governed  by  prices  formerly  settled. 

*1795.  35  G.  3,  c.  4.  The  King  may 
permit  the  import,  or  prevent  the  export 
of  com,  without  regard  to  prices.  Im- 
portation in  neutral  vessels  allowed.  The 
King's  power  extended  to  other  articles 
of  provisions, 

1796.  36  G.  3,  c.  3.  Unlimited  impor- 
tation allowed  free  of  duty,  and  positive 
prohibition  of  export,  in  neutral  as  well  as 
m  British  ships. 

1796.  SO  G.  3,  c.  21.  Large  premiums 
given  on  corn  imported,  to  secure  im- 
porters having  certain  prices,  in  neutral 
as  well  as  in  British  vessels,  till  500,000 
quarters  shall  be  imported;  and  then  the 
premiums  reduced. 

1797.  37  G.  3.  c.  7.  Continues  the  36 
G.  3,  c.  3,  to  permit  importation,  and  re- 
strain exportation. 

1797.  37  G.  3,  c.  63-  Repeals  so  much 
of  the  preceding  Act  as  relates  to  barley, 
oats;  &c. 

'    1798.    38  G.  3,  c  10.     Continues  the 
prohibition  to  txport,  and  the  permission 
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sums  to  have  deducted '  2-9th8  from  the 
Windsor  price ;  l-9ih  for  the  difierence 
of  measure  would  have  been  correct  till 
1792,  for  the  reason  I  have  already  sog* 
gested  ;  but  the  second  l*9th  must  be  er- 
roneous :  if  it  is  deducted  on  account  of 
"^^~— ^^■""■""■'^■^^■■."■^^^■^^■"^""^■■— ™^'^"— ■■^■^"^^■^^— •"■^■i* 
to  import,  according  to  the  Act  37  G.  $1 
c.  7,  as  far  as  respects  wheat,  &c. 
'  ♦J799.  39  G.  3.  c.  87.  (This  Act  has 
been  continued  by  several  laws  from  year 
to  year,  and  is  now  in  force  durins;  the  war. 
Vide  51  G.  3,  c.  14.)  The  King  may 
prohibit  the  import,  or  permit  the  export 
of  corn  generally,  without  regard  to  prices, 
in  neutral  as  well  as  in  British  vessels. 
Extended  to  other  articles  of  provisions. 
Continued  39  and  40  G.  3,  c.  9,  till  Sep. 
tember  1800. 

1 800.  39  and  40  G.  3,  c.  8,  sect.  3  and 
5.  To  stop  the  distillery,  &c.  Continued, 
41  G.  8,  c.  3. 

1 800.  39  and  40  G.  3.  c  29.  Premiuma 
to  ensure  certain  prices. 

1800.  41  G.  3,c.  2.  To  authorize  the 
King,  from  time  to  time,  to  prohibit  tha 
exportation  of  all  articles  used  for  the 
food  of  man. 

1800.  41  G.  5,  c.  5.  The  Act  39  G.  3, 
c.  87,  and  39  and  40,  c.  9»  for  enabling 
the  King  to  allow  the  import  and  to  re- 
strain the  export,  continued. 

1800.  4lG.3,c.  10.  Premiums  granted 
to  ensure  importers  certain  prices  for  com 
imported,  in  neutral  as  well  as  in  British 
ships.  *  American  flour,  imported  on  the 
bounty,  to  be  sold  within  two  months 
after  landing.  Sales  of  flour  to  be  public. 
Foreign  wheat,  not  merchantable,  may 
be  warehoused.  To  increase  bounties  on 
American  floor. 

ISOl.  42  G.  3,  c.  13.  To  continue  39 
G.  3,  c.  87,  authorising  the  King  to  per- 
mit import  and  prevent  export,  generally, 
without  regard  to  prices,  and  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  all  kinds  of  provisions. 

1802.  43  G.  3,  c.  12.  Further  to  con- 
tinue the  preceding  Act,  authorising  the 
King  to  permit  importation  and  to  stop 
exportation. 

1 803.  44  G.  3,  c.  4.     Ditto. 

*1804.  44  G.  3,  c.  109.  Repeals  the 
prices  at  which  corn  might  be  exported 
and  imported  under  the  31  G.  3,  c.  SO, 
except  the  warehousing  duties.  Export 
allowed  when  wheat  shall  be  at  or  under 
48«.  with  a  bounty  of  5j.  If  above  54f.  no 
export.  Import,  if  under  63«.  on  a  duty 
of  24f.  3d;  if  at  or  above  63f.  but  under 
66f.  a  duty  of  2s.  Gi. ;  if  at  or  abo? e  (Mil. 
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the  Eton  table  being  made  from  tbe  best 
quality  of  wheats  at  I  have  somewhere 
•een  suggested  it  oagbt  to  be,  it  cannot  be 
supported,  because  the  wheat  there  is  what 
is  termed  mealipg  wheat,  which  is  of  a  mid- 
dling quality.  For  the  sake  of  compari- 
#00,  however,  the  table  is  sufficient,  as  the 
variations  are,  in  most  instances,  uniform ; 
let  us  therefore  examine  how  far  the  com- 
mittee Are  supported  by  the  evidence  ad- 
duced by  themselves : 

The  prices  in  their  tables  are  as  follow ; 

In  the  5  years  ending  1701. A2s,  Sd, 

In  the  4  years  to 171 1 .49i.  94p 

From  that  year  to  1 764  the  prices  were 
certainly  very  considerably  lower  than 
tbat; 

But  in  the  5  years  to  1769  ..••f....43i.  2i. 

And  in  the  5  years  to  1774 47f.  9d, 

Which  last  prices  were  under  the  regula- 
tions continued  from  1 688 ;  for  there  was 
not  even  an  alteration  in  the  regulating 
price  of  export  or  import  between  that 
year  and  1774;  and  from  that  year  to 
1794  the  fluctuations  were  not  to  any  se- 
fjous  amount 

The  Act  of  1773  (commencing  1774) 
makes  an  important  alteration  in  the  Corn 
tiaws;  it  repeals  the  high  duty  imposed 
•n  importation  by  the  22nd  Charles 
S ;  in  lieu  of  which  it  allows  the  importa- 
tion of  wheat  when  at  or  above  48«.,  and 
prohibits  the  export  when  above  445. ; 
which  by  the  Act  of  1688  had  been  allow- 
ed when  under  48#. :  in  both  cases  a 
bounty  of  5$,  was  civen  on  the  export ; 
and  yet  we  find  in  tBe  table  in  the  Report, 

a  duty  of  Gd>  Regulating  the  intercourse 
with  Ireland  as  to  prices.  Under  this  Act 
the  averages  are  now  regulated,  referring 
to  the  51  G.  3,  c.  30,  and  explained  by 
4^  G.  3,  c.  86. 

1805.  45  G.  3y  c.  96.  To  continue  30 
O.  3,  c.  97,  authorising  the  King  to  per- 
mit the  importation  and  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  grain  generally.     See  c.  S6. 

^1805.  45  G.  3,  c.  86.  No  export  of 
co^u  when  above  the  limited  prices  for 
OQjB  week. 

1806.  46  G.  3,  c.  29.  Further  con- 
tinuation  of  39  G.  3,  c.  87,  till  March 
1B08. 

*  1 806.  46  G.  3,  c.  97.  To  albw  a  free 
intercourse  of  grain  between  Great  Britain 
imd  Ireland.  Explained  by  ihe  47  G.  3, 
to  extpnd  only  to  corn  the  growth  of  each 
€oo/atry.  Previously  to  the  passing  this 
Act,  there  had  been  temporary  laws  for 
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that  the  arerage  of  five  years  to  1779  wa» 
only  40f.  9d, ;  much  lower  than  in  the^ 
two  preceding  periods  of  the  same  lengthy 

The  Act  of  1791  repeals  in  a  sweeping 
clause  the  regulating  prices  of  1688  and 
1773 1'^and  many  other  Corn  Acts  as  well 
as  the  ISth  Charles  2,  ch.  7 ;  and  est^ 
blishes  a  new  principle :  no  wheat  could^ 
under  that  law,  be  exported  when  above 
46^.  (still  something  lower  than  those  %fc 
the  Evolution) :  but  with  respect  to  hn- 
portation>  a  further  protection  was  giveo 
to  the  grower  of  corn ;  none  could  be 
brought  into  the  country  when  the  price 
was  under  ^Os.  without  payment  of  a  duty 
of  24f.  3d. ;  if  at  or  above  505.  and  undef 
QU.  a  duty  of  2s.  6d. ;  and  if  at  or  above 
54s.  a  duty  of  6^.  On  this  Act  the  com* 
mittee  make  no  comment^  and  their  table 
being  brought  down  only  to  1794  (for 
which  no  reason  is  assigned)  I  am  pr^ 
vented  from  drawing  any  inference  from 
that  instrument.  I  have,  however,  ai|« 
thentic  information  from  another  source, 
to  which  1  shall  refer  presently. 

By  the  Act  of  1 804  the  export  is  allows 
ed  with  the  bounty  when  wheat  is  at  or 
under  48«. ;  if  above  54«.  no  export.  If 
under  63i.  a  duty  to  be  paid  of  24s.  3d.  | 
if  at  or  above  63i.  but  under  6Q#.  a  duty 
of  2s.  6d. ;  if  at  or  above  66s.  a  duty  ii 
6d.  Here  then  is  a  further  protection  of 
1 3i.  a  quarter  on  importation  at  the  end 
of  1 3  years  only,  above  the  limitation  in 
1791. 

The  committee  in  the  face  of  these 
facts,  however,  proceed  to  observe,  '*  That 
their  review  of  the  Corn  Laws  shews  that 

regulating  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  parts  of  the  empire.  42  G.  3,  c.  35.-«- 
43  G.  3,  c.  14,  and  78. — «4  G.  3,  c.  65.-«p« 
45  G.  3,  c.  80.«-46  G.  3.  c.  29. 

1809.  49  G.  3,  c.  23.  To  continue  the 
39  G.  3,  c.  87,  authorising  the  King  to 
permit  importation  and  to  restrain  expor* 
tation  generally,  without  regard  to  prices 
—till  March  18ia 

1810.  50  G.  3,  c.  19.  Ditto,  till  March 

1811. 

*I811.  51  G.  3,  c.  14.  Ditto,  con* 
tinued  till  the  end  of  the  war;  and  for  six 
months  after  a  peace.  Various  Acts  al- 
lowing sugar  to  be  used  in  the  distillery. 

Acts  for  regulating  the  mode  of  taking 
averages.— -2  G.  2,  c.  18.-— 14  O.  3,  c  64. 
— 17  G.  3,  c.  44,  sect  2.— 21  G.  9,  c.  $0.^ 

26  G.  3,  c.  53.-29  G.  3,  c.  58 91  G.  S, 

c.  3a— 33  G.  3,  c.  €5 41  G.  3,  €•  I9*r- 

ii  G.  9.  ^.  109.^45  6.  9.  e«  id 
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w  loD^  u  th«  tyMcm  of  nUiminiDg  in)' 
poriition  and  encouraging  enpurUlion 
wai  perwvered  in.  Great  Brium  not  ooly 
•applied  heneir,  hut  exported  raucli;  ami 
tbat  the  pricei  viere  steady  and  modrrait:: 
ind  I  hat  since  that  «ysleni  was  abandoned, 
and  durini;  the  wliiile  period  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  (yitem  that  was  Bubstliuted 
ill  ill  place,  of  encoiir3f;i»g  importation 
and  reUrainiiig  exportation,  that  i«  from 
l'l65  to  ihb  prewtni  time.  Great  Britain 
ha*  not  only  supplied  hereelf,  but  hai  im- 
ported ?a«t  quantities  from  foreign  cood- 
triei;  and  aUo  that  the  price  has  been 
progrewively  advancing,  from  an  srerage 
flf  33*.  3d.  for  68  years  under  the  old 
■yitem,  to  an  aferage  ol  iBt,  lid.  for  the 
lait  nine  year*  under  the  Dew  one." 

That  this  ohtrrvation  «houM  have  feqnd 
a  place  in  tile  Keport.  mast  aUonisb  gen- 
tlemen who  will  take  the  trouble  of  at. 
tending  to  the  statement  nOw  atibmitted  lo 
Ifaem.  In  the  first  [ilace,  tbere  wa*  no 
change  ofsytiem  whatever  in  1705.  The 
permaoetit  laws  regulating  ibe  export  and 
import  of  corn  at  the  prtcet  establiabcd 
by  the  23d  Ch.  9,  as  to  the  importalioii, 
and  by  the  1st  of  Wm.  and  Mary  ai  to 
eiportation,  remained  unaltered  till  1773. 
The  Acts  pasMd  from  1765  to  that  year 
were  nieri-ly  temporary,  intended  only  |o 
Kieet  existing  (carcity. 

Thisallef^Aiion  of  the  committee  mait 
'have  been  made  upon  mere  rumour  which 
I  knriw  had  been  prevjleni ;  for  it  it  di- 
reti!y  tontrary  to  the  iati.  of  which  the 
committee  hMl  the  meaita  of  informing 
theoMelve*.  It  ba*  certainly  been  ■  re- 
ceived opinion,  that  we  became  a  conai- 
derably  importing  cotiniry,  in  conse- 
([iience  of  a  change  of  system  in  ITW  ; 
bat  it  will  be  seen  by  the  annrxfd  ac- 
count,* that  in  the  28  year*  from    7^5  lo 

•  An  AccouHT  -d  the  Quantity  of  British 
Wheat  and  When  Fl>.ur  exported  from 
England,  and  of  Foreign  Wheat  and 
Wiiedt  F>our  imported  into  England,  in 
th"  lolliiwin    year'-: 
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1702,  when  onr  diScnllin  commeacwi. 
there  were  14  ycara  in  whicb  the  exporU 
of  wheat  exceeded  ibe  impofta,  fite  in 
which   they  were  nearly  equal,  and  nin* 
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ttnly  ID  wbicb  the  tmporti  exceeded  the 

exports. 

The  assertion  that  the  pricei  hare  been 
progressivdy  advancing  for  6S  years,  i» 
loo  looiie  lo  admit  of  a  correct  examina- 
tion, M  the  period  alluJed  to,  shewing  the 
GomAaen cement  and  lermination  of  that 
''number  of  years,  is  not  itated  ;  but  it  may 
aafely  be  insisted  upon,  that  in  no  term  of 
tbat  duration  has  there  been  a  pro(!res<^ivc 
advance «f  pnce ;  which  njllappearrrom 
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the  accompu  from  Eton  ColIege.+  'The 

asnertion    is    indeed  plntn  y  contradicted 

by  ihe  tables  in  the  vtry  page  of  the  Re- 

t  Priett  <)f  Wkeat  per  Snorter  at  ffmdtor 

■M^kti* 
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£.    ..   d. 

£.  ..  d. 

X.  ^d. 

1646  - 

2     8     0 

3     9     8 

1647  - 

3  13     8 

3    5    5* 
3  15    6 
3  11     1 

1648   • 

4     5     0 

1649  ■ 

4     0     0 

1650   - 

,3  16     8 

3     8     I 
3     3     2 

1651    ■ 

3  13     4 

1652   • 

2     9     6 
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1653  - 

1  15  '6 

1654  - 
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port  (6)  oppotile  to  tb«  one  in  which  it 
It  made,  tad  in  page  5,  the  one  being 
a  conriiiuation  of  the  other. 
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The  Mcompt  recorded  in  Eloa  Cdlegc 

it  the  most  correct  authorily  lliat  can  be 

found  0 

n    the  subject     on  re 

crence  to 
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*  Fram  thit  Y»r,    ioctiuin,  tlM  Aeoonot  at 
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thit,  the  miinkB  the  cammillee  hu  ftllen 
into  rupecting  the  ptogrtmve  advanca  of 
pricM  Will  bs  raoit  apparent  and  itriking. 
The  record  begina  with  1040. 

*.    d. 

Wheat,  lOytanto  1655 5|     7$ 

to  1605 50    5} 

to  1675 40  |]| 

to  1685 41     4i 

to  1695 39     6} 

to  1705 42  It 

to  1715 44    S| 

to  1725 35     +} 

to  1735 39    2 

to  1745 32     1 

to  1755 33     af 

to  1765 39     3} 

to  1775« 51     3i 

to  1785 47      n| 

to  1795t 54     5i 

to  1805 SI      2i 

Syearito  1813}. ..101  Qj 
The  BVeragea  thai  brought  out  relieve 
BIO  from  any  further  comment  on  the  un- 
founded aaaertion  of  the  commiuee,  re- 
^Mcting  the  progreuive  advance  in  the 
prices  of  wheal;  because  they  ihew  that 
wheat  was  cheaper  at  the  end  of  a  period 
of  140  years  than  at  the  beginning  of  it, 
namely,  from  1G4G  to  1785,  in  no  part  of 
which  had  there  been  a  progreiaive  in- 
crease :  afier  liie  passing  that  mischievous 
Act  (as  it  hai  been  called),  in  1773  the 
average  fell  to  47j.  B^.  which  ii  below 
that  of  the  20  yean  from  16i6  to  1665. 

The  year  1812  ia  produced  at  an  in- 
■lance '  of  our  becoming  an  ezporling 
country,  from  ibe  pricei  which  continued 
advancing,  and  a  statement  ia  made  to 
prove  that.  Wheat  was  that  year  12S«,; 
10  what  part  of  ihe  world  (except  to  Ice- 
land and  Norway  in  small  quantities) 
could  it  l)e  sent  at  that  price  :  in  truth, 
little  or  none  was  exported  any  where, 
with  that  exception,  but  far  our  armies  in 
the  peninsula,  a*  will  be  seen  in  the  sepa- 
rate account  for  that  year  presented  from 
the  Customs. 

That  the  importation  was  greatly  abort 

*  In  this  interval  the  scarcity  was  so 
great,  a*  to  have  been  the  occasion  of  20 
Iftwi  having  been  patted  for  relief  in  dif- 
ferent  ways. 

t  In  this  period  our  aoezampled  diffi- 
coltiei  began. 

]  Three  of  these  were  years  of  almott 
liuni»e,  and  during  the  whole,  soch  intar- 
ruptioDi  at  wara  wiUwat  asasplc. 
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of  what  wat  wanted  for  oftr  boma  con- 
lumption,  is  most  evident  from  the  prieea; 
for  corn  was  never  at  any  lime  au  dear 
here  as  in  the  last  year,  not  even  in  iha 
yean  of  dearth  1801  and  1802. 

To  consider  that  year  therefore  as  onfl 
of  great  export  is  moat  extravagant.  Bat 
this  year  of  plenty,  when  the  average 
price  of  wheat  wai,  aa  has  been  observed, 
I28j.,  is  however  proposed  to  b<  as  an  in-' 
stance  of  the  advantage  of  a  restricted  im* 
ponation,  and  to  prove,  beyond  all  doubt, 
which  of  Ibe  two  systems,  a  free  or  a  re- 
stricted trade,  is  the  best;,  and  to  corro- 
borate roost  concluaivfiy  the  general  in* 
ference  from  the  review  of  the  corn  lawa 
and  the  corn  trade  from   1670  to  the  pta* 

But  before  1  quit  this  paragraph  io  tba 
Report,  I  mast  call  the  attention  of  tba 
House  to  the  assertion  here  made  in  ano- 
ther shape  of  the  iuvariable  insufficiency 
of  supply  from  oor  home  growth  from  I7M 
to  1811. — If  the  hon.  baronet  wuuld  bava 
consulted  the  accounts  of  the  exports  and 
imports,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,* 
he  would  have  found  that  in  1765,  1705. 
1769,  1770,  1771,  1776,  1778,  1779,  1780, 
1782,  1785,  1786.  I7a7,  1789,  and  1792, 
the  exporta  exceeded  the  imports. — And 
that  in  1772,  177S,  1781,  and  I78».  tha 
balance  against  tha  imports  was  Iriding. 
In  the  remaining  eight  years  of  the  pe- 
riod the  imports  certainly  exceeded  consi- 
derably the  exports. 

lu  the  concluding  observation  respect- 
ing corn,  the  committee  say  it  appeara  to 
them,  that  "  if  the  regulating  price  for 
allowing  importation  is  made  i  very  higb 
one,  it  ia  the  best  possible  protection  tha 
grower  can  have.'  Here  1  agree  witb 
them  (almost  the  only  instance  in  tha 
whole  Report). 

The  committee  were  not  aaiisBed  with 
the  attempt  to  make  wheal  very  dear; 
but  in  the  conclusion  of  their  Report,  they 
recommeivl  a  measure  which  would  de- 
prive the  consumer  of  his  best  resource  in  a 
time  of  great  scarcity,  by  prohibiting  alto- 
gether the  importation  of  flour;  thereby 
intending  to  put  nt  entirely  into  the  hawW 
of  the  miller. 

It  it  perfectly  well  known  that  our  rap- 
ply  from  America  it  nearly  confined  la 
flour,  as  wheat  it  loo  bailey  an  article  to 
admit  of  importation,  except  in  very  ia- 
considerable  qoantitiet;  ana  that  in  tkaaa 
of  great  scarcity  we  have  had  an  aboadaol 
tupply  of  fiour. 


*  See  Table  ia  p.  081. 
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;  But  we  are  told  thai  soch  a  prohibition 
exists  io  Ireland.— > Why,  Sir,  such  a  mea- 
sure may  be  a  very  iooocent,  or  even  an 
useful  one,  in  a  country  where  the  supply 
of  grain  is  so  abundant  as  to  render  it  un- 
necessary almost  at  any  time  to  import ; 
but  it  would  be  a  most  mischievous  one 
here.  It  is  said*  however*  the  millers 
wpuld  like  it ;  of  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt ;  but  without  running  into  the  com- 
mon* place  prejudices  agaiust  them,  I  do 
not  think  they  are  the  class  of  his  Majes- 
ty's subjects  who  stand  most  in  need  of 
the  protection  of  the  legislature. 

To  support  this  proposition,  however, 
the  committee  insert  in  the  appendix  a 
paper  from  some  millers  in  Lancashire, 
stating  grafely  that  a  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  flour  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  ensure  a  supply  of  bran  for  the  manu- 
factures. Sir,  I  should  be  ashamed  of 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  in  attempt^ 
ing  to  prove  that  we  should  not  incur  the 
risk  of  starvin^^  the  men  who  work  in  the 
manufactories  m  order  to  ensure  a  supply 
of  chafil  I  should  indeed  be  inexcusable 
if  I  were  to  do  so,  as  the  resolution  is  not 
yet  again  brought  forward. 

I  come  now  to  the  Resolutions^  which 
are  as  extraordinary  as  the  facts  and  argu- 
ments on  which  they  are  founded. 

The  one  for  allowing  a  free  export  is 
not  in  the  Report,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
served. 

The  1st  proposes  the  repeal  of  the  44th 
of  the  King. 

The  2d,  that  the  averages  shall  be  taken 
and  returned  in  Ireland  as  in  England. 

The  3d,  that  the  exportation  of  grain 
shall  be  regulated  by  the  aggregate  ave- 
rage price  of  grain  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland ;  a  very  considerable  innova- 
tion, calling  for  particular  attention ;  the 
elfects  of  which,  if  adopted,  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  examine  presently. 

The  4th  and  5th  excited  a  great  degree 
of  alarm ;  and  I  think  with  very  just 
cause.  It  was  by  these  proposed,  that 
there  should  be  no  restraint  upon  the  ex- 
port till  wheat  should  be  90ii  2i.  a 
quarter,  and  other  grain  in  proportion ; 
and  that  till  wheat  should  be  lO^i.  2dL  a 
quarter,  and  other  grain  in  proportion,  the 
importation  should  be  subject  to  a  prohi- 
bitory doty.  This  is  reduced  in  the  pre- 
sent Resolutions  to  84t.  both  excluding  the 
Irish  average,  which  would  add  6s.  to 
each. 

^   I  have  already  stated,  that  a  great  rise 
in  the  prices  fixed  by  pariiainent  for  re- 
(VOLXXVn.) 


gulating  exportation  and  importation  ap- 
peared to  me  highly  objectionable ;  and  I 
know  Mr.  Pitt  was  prevailed  upon  reluc« 
tantly  to  concur  in  those  which  wer* 
enacted  in  1 804 :  but  here  is  a  proposition 
at  once  nearly  to  double  the  amount  of 
the  protecting  price  for  exportation,  and 
nearly  to  treble  that  for  importation,  in* 
stead  of  increasing  by  a  few  shiilingi  a 
quarter,  as  in  former  instances. 

The  import  prices  now  proposed,  it  it 
admitted,  are  more  moderate,  but  appear 
to  me  to  be  still  much  too  high,  and  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  as  before  observed, 
without  a  patient  enquiry ;  these  are  27s, 
a  quarter  higher  than  in  1804,  and  40f. 
higher  than  in  1791.  A  rise  to  that  ex- 
tent in  23  years ! 

By  the  Act  of  1804,  wheat  could  not  ba 
exported  when  above  54«.  By  the  Re- 
port, it  was  proposed,  the  export  should 
not  be  restrained  till  ,it  should  be  90r.  2d» 
which,  in  effect,  would  be  under  the  pro- 
posed regulation,  of  including  Ireland  in 
the  average,  till  it  should  be  96#.  2d.  a 
Quarter.  This  is  demonstrable,  because 
the  average  of  Ireland  in  the  last  21  yeara 
was  66«.  and  in  England  78t.*  The  im- 
portation is  to  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  only 

*  An  Account  of  the  Average  Prices  of 
British  and  Irish  Corn  per  Quarter,  fromi 
1792  to  1812,  inclusive. 
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48  11 

44  11 
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86  11 

1810     - 
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82    6 
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Bogland    ....  78#. 
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Oil  by  the  Act  of  180*,  when  the  price 
sblill  be  50«.  By  the  Report  it  would  not 
be  iitaportable  at  the  lowest  duty  till  it 
sbouid  be  \S5s,  2d,;  allowing  for  the 
Irish  average,  which  would  at  least  be 
141f.  nearly  three  times  the  limit  of  1804. 

It  18  true,  that  the  prices  here  quoted 
Were  to  be  in  force  only  till  February  in 
this  year;  from  which  time  the  averages 
were  to  be  taken  according  to  the  prices  in 
the  preceding  twenty  years,  which,  for 
the  present,  would  have  made  very  little 
difference.  Theaverage  of  the  lasttwenty 
years  is  775.  4€f«  to  which  adding  one- 
seventh,  as  proposed  by  the  committee, 
the  price  for  allowing  export  would  be 
865.  instead  of  90s.  2d.  and  for  import, 
adding  fi?e-sevenths  to  77*.  ^d.  as  pro- 
posed, it  would  be  \$^s.ld.  instead  of 
1355.,  which  prices  would  not  certainly  be 
lower  for  some  time  to  come ;  probably 
never,  if  the  propodett  measure  should  be 
adopted ;  as  in  many  years  of  the  period 
6f  twenty  years  thev  were  lower  than  even 
hi  the  late  plentiful  season^  and  the  im- 
inense  prices  proposed  wotild  infallibly 
taise  them  in  future:  but  any  further 
comment  upon  that  proposition  is  unne- 
cessary, as  it  is  not  again  brought  forward. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  powerful  effect  of 
their  own  statements  to  induce  us  to  adopt 
a  measure  calculated  to  allow  a  free  ex- 
port, and  to  prohibit  an  import  of  grain  to 
the  extent  of  the  prices  stated,  they  call  to 
Iheir  support  the  testimony  of  four  wit- 
iietses,  very  respectable  in  their  charac- 
ters I  am  persuaded,  and  three  of  them 
appear  to  be  intelligent  on  the  circum- 
stances with  relation  to  which  they  speak, 
deserving  certainly  of  great  attention  if 
the  enquiry  had  been  conBned  to  Irish 
Agriculture;  but  not  bearing  on  the  ge- 
lieral  corn  trade  of  the  whole  empire,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  dniy  to  call  the 
•ttiention  of  the  House  to  the  opinions  they 
express  abbut  protecting  prices,  and  to  a 
few  of  their  statements. 

Mr.  Wakefield,  when  asked,  what  ad- 
vance in  the  importation  price  would  be 
sofficiient  t^  secure  an  adequate  preference 
to  die  grower  of  corn  in  aAy  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  over  the  foreign  grower  ? 
answers,  "I  hardly  think  I  dm  answer 
thai  question,  not  having  coilsider^d  it 
lately?'      ! 

Mr.  KilUly  thinks  421.  a  barrel,  about 
equal  to  705.  a  quarter,  when  delivered 
in  Dublin,  .would  be  a  fair  promotion 
to  the  grower.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
(bat  tht  protecting  price  proppted  ffu 
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1 415.  In  another  part  of  this  gentleman's 
evidence,  he  says,  the  price  of  labour  is 
little  increased,  but  that  rents  have  been 
doubled  in  ten  years ;  to  pay  which  he 
thought  705.  a  quarter  sufficient.  The 
proposal,  therefore,  of  1419.  as  a  protecN 
ing  price,  is  utterly  inconceivable.  In 
Tullamore,  land  increased  50/.  per  cent, 
in  ten  years. 

Mr.  Callaghan  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  be  a  protecting  priccr  b«t 
thinks,  what  would  have  been  a  protecting 
maximum  in  1804,  would  be  a  starving 
price  now.*  in  another  part  of  hiy  evi« 
dence,  be  says,  however,  that  the  advan- 
tage derived  to  tillage^  by  a  free  export  ' 
of  grain  from  Ireland  to  foreign  countries, 
might  be  purchased  too  dearly 'under  car** 
tain  circumstances. 

Mr.  Grierson  thinks,  that  the  price  iti 
the  Dublin  market  should  be  SOs.  a  barrel^ 
equal  to  about  BSs.  a  quarter,  for  the  best 
sort  of  wheat.t  He  is  also  of  opinion^ 
that  the  land  now  in  tillage  might  be 
made  to  produce  one  half  more.  And  all 
th^  witnesses  *gree  that  the  growth  of 
wheat  has  increased,  and  that  tillage  ha» 
been  extended. 

I  here  close  my  observations  on  the 
Report ;  which,  from  the  detail  I  have  lek 
myself  compelled  to  enter  into,  I  ase 
afraid  may  have  been  tiresome  to  the 
House.  But  it  appears  to  me  to  be  trif 
high  importance  that  the  mis-statemenii 
of  the  committee  (made  involuntarily  I 
am  persuaded)  should  be  corrected,  not 
only  as  they  may  otherwise  influence  the 
conduct  of  members  of  this  House,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  mischief 
which  has  tieen  done  by  their  baring  been 
adopted  as  correct  throughout  the  country* 

What  occurs  to  me  further  upon  the 
general  subject,  I  will  state  as  briefly  aft 
I  can. 

I  have  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  protecting  prices  recoameiided 
by  the  committee,  and  have  shewn  not 
only  how  disproportionate  they  ekre  to  any 
former  instances,  but  how  much  higher 
they  are  than  the  witnesses  examined  by 
the  committee  think  would  be  sefficient. 

If  we  refer  (o  Miother  authority)  which 
the  advocate  for  high  prices  will  not  ob» 
ject  to»  it  will  appear,  that  tkose  in  the 
Report  are  higher  than  are  sofficlent  tn 


■**m 


t^m^m 


*  Which  can  be  accounted  for  tfhly  by 
the  rapid  rise  of  rents.  ^ 

t  FW>bftbly  not  exceeding  VOi.  for 
tniddliog  wheats  .  ' 
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meet  the  graat  and  rapid  increase  of  rents. 
I  allude  to  Mr.  Gurwen,  who  I  may  be 
permitted  to  name,  as  be  is  no  longer  a 
member  of  the  House ;  a  gentleman  whose 
attention  to  e?ery  part  of'  this  subject  has 
not  been  exceeded  by  any  one ;  nor  do  1 
believe  there  is  an  individual  in  this  coun- 
try who  values  mor.e  highly  than  be  does 
the  importance  of  encouraging  agriculture, 
as  opposed  to  promoting  manufactures; 
under  an  impression  on  his  mind,  that  the 
latter  should  not  for  a  moment  be  put  in 
competition  with  the  former;  persuaded 
that  the  stoppage  of  manufactures,  gene- 
rally speaking)  would  have  no  important 
consequenceti  nor  would  be  lastingly  felt, 
conceiving,  as  he  did,  that  the  individuals 
engaged  in  the  manufactories  would  in  a 
abort  space  of  time  fall  into  other  channels 
of  employment.  He  has  stated  those  opi« 
nions  both  in  parliament  and  in  print,  for 
wbich.no  blame  can  be  imputable  to  him, 
because  I  am  sure  they  are  sincere ;  nor 
do  I  refer  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
bating  them,  which  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
do  in  his  absence ;  but  I  think  it  a  duty  to 
•hew,  that  the  views  of  a  most  zealous 
agriculturalist  are  more  limited  than  those 
of  the  committee,  for  protecting  the  growth 
of  corn*.  In  his  Address  to  the  Working- 
ton Society  in  181 1,  he  tells  them,  ''  that 
the  exorbitant  rents  which  have  been 
given  for  land,  do  not  appear  to  be  war- 
ranted, as  long  as  the  corn  laws  remain  as 
the^  are.  Sixty-six  shillings,  the  rate  at 
which  importation  nsay  be  made,  is  now 

greatly  too  low;  it  ought  at  least  to 
e  801." 
Where  there  has  been  any  alteration  in 
the  rents  in  the  last  two  or  three  years,  I 
believe  they  have  fallen ;  the  exorbitancy 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Curwen  must,  I  think, 
have  prevented  any  rise  in  them*  We 
aee,  then,  the  price  he  thought  would  be  a 
protecting  one  against  importation,  was 
611 «.  a. quarter  below  that  of  the  committee, 
as  their  iSos*  would  have  become  14U. 
by  including  Ireland  in  the  average.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  be  90$.  including  the 
Irish  average ;  which  is  still  27 j.  higher 
than  1804>,  and  4a9..higher  than  in  1791, 
.when  the  whole  subject  was  most  fully 
considered,  first  in  the  privy  council,  and 
aflerwards  in  parliament. 

My  own  view  of  the  subject  is,  that  the 
grower  of  com  should  be  very  efiectually 
protected,  to  the  extent  of  the  price  being 
Jiigh  enough  to  ensure  bis  being  able  to 
pay  a  fair  rent,  and  to  have  a  reasonable 
profit  to  himself  i  boi  whan  that  object 


shall  be  secured,  the  consumer  should  theq 
have  every  possible  facility  of  supply  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  the  protecting  one. 

In  this  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  agre^ 
with  the  committee  of  privy  council^  who, 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  Report  to  the  King 
in  1790,  afterwards  presented  to  tbif 
House,  say,  ••  Tiiat  in  forming  the  rega^ 
lations  then  suggested  by  then),  they  ha4 
endeavoured  equally  to  provide  for  th^« 
prosperity  of  the  grower  of  com,  and  th^ 
necessities  of  the  consumer.  The  interest! 
of  the  grower  and  consumer  are  supposed 
by  some  to  be  at  variance :  to  reconcile 
them  as  much  aa  possible,  is  the  end  whicl) 
every  wise  government  should  endeavoof 
to  attain.  The  interest  of  the  consumer  19 
entitled  to  the  first  consideration,  so  far  af 
to  preserve  him,  in  every  possible  cgnti^ 
ffency,  from  scarcity  and  distrust ;  and  af 
distress  for  want  of  this  necessary  artipi^ 
of  subsistence  cannot  long  exist  in  an^ 
country  without  exposing  it  to  those  coin? 
motions  which  frequently  happen  in  tim^ 
of  dearth,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  groWef 
of  corn  would  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  iskr 
dustry  in  safety,  unless  due  attectioo  if 
paid  to  this  first  and  capital  object :  but 
this  point  being  once  secured,  tho  interests 
of  the  grower  should,  in  the  next  placcu 
occupy  the  particular  attentiop  of  the  le- 
gislature. The  production  of  corn  is  the 
first  and  most  important  occupation  of  the 
Subjects  of  every  country,  and  on  its  sup* 
cess  rests  the  main  support  and  prosperitj 
of  every  other  trade :  for  the  sake  of  the 
consumer,  therefore,  the  most  liberal  en- 
couragement and  protection  should  be 
given  to  those  employed  in  it ;  for  without 
offering  proper  incitements  to  their  in- 
dustry, plenty  can  never  be  procured; 
for  these  reasons  it  will  be  found,  perbapa^ 
on  due  consideration,  that  the  interests  of 
the  grower  and  consumer,  well  understood, 
are  less  at  variance  than  at  first  they  nlaj 
appear.  In  the  advice  which  the  committee 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  ofier  to  your 
Majesty,  they  have  aimed  at  diacovering 
the  point  of  union  at  which  theae  interesta 
meet;  and  they  humbly  refer  to  the  judg- 
ment of  your  Majesty  how  far  they  have 
accomplished  the  object  they  bad  in 
view.'' 

Consistently  with  these  opinions,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  desirable  in  the  first  place  to 
come  to  a  determination  what  the  piicea 
should  be  at  which  importation  should  be 
allowed  and  exportation  restrained ;  tak- 
ing it  for  granted  that  no  one  now  enter- 
tains the  remotest  idea  of  an  entirely  ftt% 
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trade  in  corn,  which  would  be  equally 
mischievous  to  the  grower  and  consumer. 

Whatever  deference  may  be  due  to  the 
opinions  of  eminent  writers  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  present 
•tate  of  things  any  one  will  be  found  to 
recommend  that  measure.  The  low  value 
of  land  and  wages  of  labour  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  continent,  occasion  the  prices 
of  corn  to  be  generally  so  much  cheaper 
there  than  here,  as  would  enable  the  mer- 
chant, after  paying  ordinary  fireight  and 
insurance  (especially  in  peace),  to  sell  at 
prices  here  below  what  the  British  farmer 
could  afford  to  pay  his  rent  at;  this  is  de- 
cisive against  a  free  import.  There  have 
been  no  importations  from  Dantzig  for  a 
considerable  time,  but  the  last  average 
price  I  have  seen  was  36s,  Sd,;  and  the 
charges  from  thence  into  the  port  of  Ijon- 
don  are  now  26s.  which  in  the  war  were 
8l2f.*  I  am  however  not  aware  how  the 
present  measure  of  allowing  a  perfectly 
free  export,  and  creating  additional  diffi- 
euliies  in  the  way  of  import,  can  be  consi- 
dered as  consonant  with  the  opinions  of 
authors  who  recommended  a  free  trade  in 
corn. 

If  there  shall  be  no  restraint  on  ex- 
port, corn  may  in  a  time  of  scarcity  be 
sent  out  of  the  country  to  some  other 
places  where  the  want  may  be  more 
urgent  than  here,  and  so  the  price  be  en* 
lianced  beyond  all  possible  means  of  the 
labourer  and  manufacturer  purchasing. 
We  are  told,  however,  that  this  is  not 
likely  to  occur,  because  such  places  may 
.1)0  supplied  from  the  north  of  Europe ; 
but  we  know  from  experience*  that  a 
scarcity  has  not  unfrequently  happened 
lat  the  same  time  throughout  this  quarter 
of  the  world. 

Without  regarding  that  consideration. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  export  shall  be 
completely  free,  but  that  the  import  shall 
remain  fettered  with  difficulties  and  disad- 
vantages as  at  present,  and  under  prices 
greatly  increased. 

The  determination  respecting  prices 
flhould  of  course  depend  upon  the  rents 
the  farmers  pay;  but  whether  that  should 
be  accord ine  to  the  exorbitant  rents  al- 
luded to  by  Mr.  Curwen,  or  accordiosf  to 
more  moderate  ones,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be 
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difficult  to  settle ;  even  if  those  should  be 
insisted  upon,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  on 
enquiry  of  the  most  intelligent  and  expe- 
rienced surreyors  in  valuing  estates  at  the 
time  Mr.  Curwen  wrote,  that  the  price  of 
wheat  at  80t.  a  quarter,  would  afibrd  a 
sufficient  protection  to  the  grower. 

Under  the  existing  laws  the  export  is 
free  from  all  embarraument  as  soon  as  the 
price  falls  below  the  prescribed  limits  ; 
but  it  is  not  so  with  regard  to  importation ; 
in  the  way  of  that  there  are  great  discou- 
ragements and  difficulties,  even  with  porta 
in  Europe  :  and  impossibilities  respecting 
supplies  from  the  Black  Sea,  from  whence 
quantities  to  almost  any  extent  may  be 
had,  when  the  navigation  is  not  inter- 
rupted by  the  Turks. 

This  arises  from  the  system  established 
for  regulating  the  import;  the  prices  are 
taken  according  to  the  averages  of  the 
preceding  six  weeks,  and  the  returns; 
which  are  to  guide  the  importation,  are 
sent  to  the  ports  every  three  months; 
after  which  the  importers  are  exposed 
either  to  a  prohibition  or  a  high  duty.       • 

The  supply  of  wheat  in  times  of 
scarcity  is  principally  from  Poland.  The 
foreign  market  is  governed  chiefly  by  the 
London  prices.  We  have  been  considered 
as  the  consumers  of  the  surplus  produce  of 
that  country;  and  when  England  has 
drawn  deeply,  it  has  been  procured  fronn 
the  interior :  the  quantities  to  be  had  at 
the  shipping  ports  on  the  continent  at  any 
given  time,  are  seldom  considerable.  Ibo 
proprietors  of  the  great  estates  in  Poland 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  sending  large  sup- 
plies to  the  coast  in  quest  of  buyers; 
preferring  to  keep  their  produce  on  tbeit 
own  estates  to  hazarding  a  precarious  sale 
for  it  at  the  sea-side.  Corn  cannot  there- 
fore be  had  immediately  on  its  being 
written  for  from  hence,  when  the  demand 
is  pressing. 

In  late  years  it  was  hardly  possible  to 
write  to  Dantzic,  Bremen,  or  Koningsberg 
to  get  the  cargo  here  in  time ;  the  uncerw 
I  tainty  of  doing  so  must  indeed  at  all  times 
be  considerable.  From  Odessa^  and 
neigh bourins  ports,  through  which  im- 
mense supplies  might  be  derived  from 
Poland,  by  the  Bog,  the  Dniester  and  tho 
Dnieper,  it  would  be  hopeless  to  attempt 
an  importation.  It  would  therefore  re* 
quire  that  the  period  should  be  extended. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  consktoation, 
whether  the  averages  should  not  be  takea 
annually  in  the  latter  end  of  Deciember  to 
govern  the  importationi -for  a  year  |   bc^ 
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cause^  by  the  close  of  the  year,  a  judg- 
ment might  be  formed  of  the  scantiheu 
or  abundance  of  the  preceding  harvest. 

That  may  be  objectionable^  but  some 
extension  of  the  time  seems  to  be  neces- 
sary. It  would  also  be  a  highly  beneficial 
measure  to  permit  corn  to  come  here 
freely  at  all  times  from  all  places,  and  in 
ships  of  any  country  with  which  we  are  in 
amity,  as  other  provisions  may  now  be 
brought,  instead  of  being  restrained  to 
British  ships,  or  ships  of  the  country  from 
whence  the  importation  is  made;  for  how- 
ever friendly  I  have  been  throughout  my 
public  life  to  the  interests  of  our  naviga- 
tion, I  think  the  supply  of  the  people  a 
higher  consideration  than  a  temporary 
suspension  of  the  12th  Ch*  2,  to  an  incon- 
aiderable  extent. 

Any  new  facility  of  this  sort^  or  of  addi- 
tional protection  to  warehousing,  coufd 
not  be  said  to  be  injurious  to  farmers, 
while  it  woald  be  the  best  protection 
against  monopoly,  and  the  best  security 
against  the  ill  consequences  of  a  scarcity. 

Nor  would  such  regulations  be  likely  to 
operate  against  our  exchange,  as  the  grain 
would  probably  be  sent  here  on  foreign 
account,  and  would  not  be  paid  for  by  us, 
except  in  the  event  of  necessity  obliging  us 
to  take  it  out  for  home  consumption:  we 
abould  likewise  derive  considerable  advan- 
tage from  various  sources,  of  commission, 
landing  charges,  warehouse  rent,  re-ship- 
ping, &c.  &c.  In  which  case  it  would 
possibly  be  prudent  not  only  to  give  up 
the  duties  on  warehousing,  but  to  give 
further  encouragement  to  it. 

The  committee  of  privy  council  in 
1791  strongly  recommended  the  measure 
of  warehousing ;  they  say,  ''  There  is  no 
regulation  in  our  system  of  the  com  laws 
that  is  more  beneficial,  and  more  deserves 
therefore  to  be  extended  and  improved, 
than  those  provisions  that  permit  the  ware- 
housing of  foreign  com.  This  regulation 
tends  to  secure  to  us  a  very  important 
branch  of  commerce ;  it  enables  our  mer* 
chants,  who  receive  com  from  the  Ame- 
ricans in  payment  of  their  debts,  to  lodge 
it  here,  either  for  the  home  or  foreign 
market,  as  occasion  may  require;  it  is 
also  the  only  method  of  forming  maga- 
zines of  a  public  nature  in  this  country 
against  times  of  dtitress  and  scarcity, 
without  prejudice  to  the  British  farmers 
and  growers  of  com/'  The  report  then 
foet  on  to  recommend  that  the  measure 
anall  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  public 
defraying  the  ezpence  of  warehooiea  and 


ofiicerf.  What  the  committee  of  privy 
council  allude  to  with  respect  to  the  Ame« 
ricans,  applies  to  all  foreigners  who  tak« 
our  manufactures*.  This  has  been  carried 
into  effect  by  the  law  of  1791,  except  aa 
to  relief  from  warehouse  rent  and  low 
duties. 

As  the  Irish  average,  as  now  proposed, 
is' to  be  included,  it  will  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration,  whether  provision  should  not  be 
made  for  putting  the  British  and  Irish  con« 
sumer  on  the  same  footing ;.  to  compensate 
the  diQerence  oC  the  average,  which,  in  a 
period  of  21  years  selected  by  the  com- 
mittee, has  been  shewn  to  be  1 2t.  in  Ire- 
land below  that  of  Great  Britain. 

The  average  in  Great  Britain    78t. 

Do.  in  Ireland  .    •     -     •    .  66«. 

Average  of  United  Kingdom    72f. 

The  adoption  of  that  average  would 
necessarily  operate  very  unequally  upon 
the  respective  countries;  as  in  Ireland 
when  wheat  would  be  cheaper  by  l2f.  a 
quarter  than  in  Great  Britain,  no  more 
duty  would  be  chargeable  than  in  Eng- 
land; while  the  effect  of  including  in  thia 
measure  the  Irish  average  with  the  Britiih 
would  deprive  the  English  consumer  of 
the  advantage  of  importing  foreign  corn  at 
a  low  duty. 

The  committee  tell  us  *'  that  if  the  regu- 
lating price  for  allowing  the  importation  of 
corn  IS  made  a  very  high  one,  it  will  be 
the  best  possible  protection  the  grower 
can  have ;"  and  they  at  the  same  time 
recommend  most  strongly,  that  the  free 

^  In  another  part  of  the  same  Report 
there  is  the  following  passage  :  "  In  other 
countries  magazines  are  formed  by  their 
respective  governments,  or  by  the  princi- 
pal magistrates  of  great  cities,  as  a  resource 
in  times  of  scarcity.  This  country  has  n«  • 
such  institutions.  The  stores  of  com  are 
here  deposited  in  the  barns  and  stacks  of 
wealthy  farmers,  and  in  the  magazines  of 
merchants  and  dealers  in  com,  who  ought 
by  nb  means  to  be  restrained,  but  rather 
encouraged,  in  laying  up  stores  of  thia 
nature ;  as,  after  a  deficient  crop,  they  are 
thereby  enabled  to  divide  the  inconve- 
nience arising  from  it  al  equally  as  possi- 
ble through  every  part  of  the  year ;  and 
by  checjcing  improvident  consumption  in 
the  beginning  of  scarcity,  prevent  a 
famine,  which  might  otherwise  happen 
before  the  next  harvest.  The  inland 
trade  of  com  ought  therefore  to  be  per« 
fectly  free/'  &c. 
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exportation  <'  of  it  should  be  allowed  to  all 
countries  till  the  price  becomes  what  may 
be  considered  a  Tery  high  one/' 

All  this  is  very  good  for  the  grower,  but 
what  becomes  of  the  consumer  ?  The 
labourers  and  manufacturers,  and  not  only 
those,  but  others  in  the  lower  ranks  in  life, 
and  a  large  proportion  in  the  middling 
ranks  also,  have  endured,  with  patient 
resignation^  the  most  severe  and  trying 
privations  in  unexampled  years  of  scar* 
.city ;  looking  forward,  with  hope,  to 
better  times ;  ought  we  then  by  any 
measure  of  ours  to  frustrate  that  hope  ?  Or 
ought  we  not  rather  to  give  them  every 
possible  facility  of  supply,  consistently 
with  the  interest  of  the  grower,  where 
that  shall  be  necessary  and  attainable  ?  I 
am  compelled  to  say,  that  their  interests 
appear  not  to  have  been  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  in  the  Report* 

Independently  of  considerations  of 
humanity,  we  should  not  be  carried  away 
by  the  arguments  in  favour  of  agriculture 
exclusively,  however  important  it  is  to  at* 
tend  to  those,  and  with  all  due  respect  for 
the  opinions  coinciding  with  Mr.  Cur* 
wen's,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  manu* 
factoring  interests  in  this  country  deserve 
the  most  attentive  and  watchful  care  of 
the  legislature,  not  merely  for  the  sake  of 
the  industrious  and  meritorious  work-peo- 
ple, a  sufficiently  strong  one,  but  to  conn* 
teract  as  far  as  we  can  the  cheapness  of 
labour  in  other  countries,  arising  princi* 
pally  from  more  moderate  prices  of  corn. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Privy 
Council,  before  referred  to,  it  is  observed, 
"  that  the  condition  of  the  country  labourer 
certainly  requires  that  the  price  of  corn 
ahoold  be  low,  that  he  may  be^enabled  by 
his  wages  to  purchase  what  is  necessary 
for  his  subsistence  as  soon  as  the  price  of 
wheat  passes  48f«  The  legislature  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  attend  to  the  ne» 
cessities  of  the  poor,  and  to  encourage  the 
importation  of  foreign  wheat  by  allowing 
it  at  very  low  duties/'  This  statement 
was  in  1791;  and  in  1813  it  was  proposed 
to  give  them  no  protection  by  importation 
till  the  price  (including  the  Irish  average) 
should  be  141s.  a  quarter !  1  nearly  three 
times  the  limit  previous  to  1791.  The 
present  proposal  of  90s.  appears  to  be  still 
much  too  high ;  it  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  com* 
mittee,  and  Mr.  Corwen,  thought  necessary. 

Now  I  have  a  firm  persuasion,  as  I  have 
beibre  stated,  that  the  interests  of  the 
grower  and  of  the  coniumer,  rightly  na- 
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derstood,  are  by  no  means  inceiapatible ; 
but  in  the  Report  of  the  commitliee,  all 
consideration  is  .  for  the  grower ;  high 
prices  were  their  leading,  if  not  their  aole 
object ;  and  the  mode  of  obtaining  it  i« 
subject  to  very  little  uncertainty,  which 
we  may  learn  from  experience. 

The  limits  for  exportation  and  importa- 
tion  were  not  altered  fcora  1688  to  1773: 
From  1715  to  176^  the  averages  taken  at 
ten  years  were  below  40i.;  during  the 
greatest  part  of  thattimp  below  36#.as  has 
been  shewn ;  whereas  in  the  eight  year^ 
previous  to  )7f3,  till  which  year  the  new 
system  did  not  take  place,  the  average  be* 
came  so  high  as  2/.  IQr.  lOd,  in  the  tw.Q 
years  to  1765  it  had  risen  to  44i.  QtL  in- 
clusive*. In  1773  the  price  limited  for 
export,  as  has  been  shewn,  was  44i.,  which 
in  1688  was  48«.  and  in  tSe  eighteen  years 
from  1774  to  1791  inclusive^  when  the 
next  alterations  took  place,  the  average 
was  2L  9«.  8|d.,  something  less  thsin  in  Ibe 
eight  years  preceding. 

In  1791  the  complete  revision  of  tbe 
corn  laws  took  place,  aided  by  the  report 
already  alluded  to  by  the  committee  of 
privy  council  for  the  afi&irs  of  tra^e ;  tbf 
whole  subject  was  then  most  fully  cenr 
sidered ;  many  of  the  laws  which  b^ 
long  been  in  force  were  repealed,  severejl 
new  provisions  were  made ;  and  il  wes 
enacted,  that  when  wheat  was  under  44Sk 
it  should  be  exported  on  a  bounty  of  5^ 
and  that  when  it  was  above  46f*  there 
should  be  no  export;  and  if  under  Ms. 
there  should  be  a  prohibitory  duty  on  im» 
portation ;  but  if  above  50«.  and  ondef 
^4f.  on  a  duty  of  25.  6d.;  and  if  at  or 
above  5U.  on  a  duty  of  only  6d. 

These  regulating  prices  continued  til} 
1804,  during  which  period  the  average  of 
the  thirteen  years  was  3/.  14>i.  5{fL 

In  1804.  the  last  Act,  regulating  pricey 
was  passed :  under  this  law,  there  was  a 
restraint  of  the  exportation  of  wheat  when 
it  should  be  above  54s;  here  w.ap  an  in* 
crease  of  8s.  above  1 79  !•  a  greater  advance 
than  had  ever  before  been  made ;  and  the 
average,  from  1805  to  1813,  inclusive,  waa 
51. 0$.  3d.  In  these  two  last  periods  there 
certainly  were  years  of  scarcity,  and  most 
unusual  difficulties  in  the  way  of  importa* 
tion ;  but  with  all  doe  allowance  for  those 
occurrences,  the  increase  of  the  averages 
were  most  extraordinary.  May  it  not 
then  be  asked,  if  it  topk  place  to  tha^jt 
amount,  on  a  rise  of  a  few  shillings  on  the 
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export  price,  m  fix«d  by  law^  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  a  rise  of  429.  at 
once;  that  is,  from  349.  to  96f«;  90s. 
nomlDally^  but  becomer909.  by  adding  the 
Irith  average  ?  And  may  I  not  still  ask, 
what  may  be  now  expected  from  the 
operations  of  the  resolutions  moved  by  the 
hon.  baronet  this  afternoon  ? 

Hitherto  I  have  confined  my  observa* 
tions  to  the  care  of  the  immediate  con- 
sumer; but  ought  we  to  exclude  from  our 
minds  the  effect  that  would  inevitably  be 
produced  on  our  poor  rates,  and  the  price 
of  labour ;  in  troth,  no  very  small  propor* 
tion  of  the  latter  is  in  many  instances  paid 
out  of  the  former;  I  mean  when  the 
labourer  has  more  young  children  than  it 
ia  possible  for  him  to  maintain  from  his 
weekly  wages;  the  allowance  made  to 
paupers  out  of  tbe  work-house  is  generally 
according  to  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf. 

The  whole  cfearge  incurred  for  the  poor 
would,  I  think,  be  estimated  low  at 
6,000,000/.  The  money  actually  expended 
for  their  support  in  1803,  was  4,267,000/.*, 
since  which,  in  many  parishes,  the  rates, 
from  the  pressure  of  the  times,  have  been 
nearly  doubled.  It  must  be  apparent, 
therefore,  that  the  price  of  bread  is  of 
considerable  importance  to  those  who  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  as 
well  as  to  the  lower  and  middling  classes 
of  society.  The  effect  of  that  on  the  price 
of  labour  is  not  less  evident,  the  one  ought 
to  rise  with  tbe  other;  labour  became 
much  higher  In  1 7 99  and  1800  with  the 
deamess  of  corn,  and  it  has  been  reduced 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  since  the 
price  of  bread  has  fallen. 

There  are  however  other  considerations 
which  press  strongly  on  my  mind :  *I  allude 
to  the  revenue,  and  to  the  consumers  of 
beer  and  other  articles  produced  from 
grain :  the  first  belongs  more  immediately 
to  niy  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequet ;  but  it  should  not  be  held 
to  be  a  light  one,  in  the  present  time 
especially,  when  the  produce  of  some  of 
our  taxes  may  be  aflTected  by  fraudulent 
practices  on  the  return  of  peace. 

*  It  appears  by  a  return  to  parliament, 
that  the  whole  sum  raised  in  that  year  by 
poor's  rates,  was  5,348,000/.  the  difference 
wu  paid  for  militia,  highways,  &c.';  this 
charge  IS  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
the  average  of  1783-4  and  5,  and  more 
than  tfeble  that  of  1 776.  With  these  facts 
before  uf,  my  conjecture  of  6,000,000/. 
mmi  bo  thought  much  below  the  leal 
amoiiDt, 
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The  import  price  of  bsfley  vnder  xbm 
Act  of  1 804  was  3l9.  M.  the  Report  recom- 
mends its  being  raised  to  549.  2d.  a  difKs« 
rence  of  more  than  22$,  a  quarter.,  1  be« 
lieve  somewhat  more  than  three  barrels  of 
beer  is  brewed  from  a  quarter  of  malt ; 
but  i*ating  it  at  only  three  barrels,  an  addi* 
tion  of  59.  a  quarter  would  make  an  in- 
crease of  \8, 6d.  a  barrel,  and  consequently 
an  eventual  rise  of  209.  a  quarter  of  malt 
would  add  at  least  69.  Bd»  a  barrel  to  the 
price  of  strong  beer,  equal  to  two-thirds  of 
tbe  duty  now  payable  on  the  article :  as 
the  brewer  would  however  natnrally  in- 
demnify himself  for  his  additional  capital, 
the  rise  of  209.  a  quarter  in  barley  would 
operate  to  nearer  3-4ths  than  2-3ds  of  the 
duty  ;  from  3-4ths  to  about  one  penny  a 
quart  on  porter.  A  reference  to  accoontt 
will  shew,  that  this  is  not  a  mistaken  view 
of  the  subject.  Grain  was  at  its  highest 
price  in  1813 ;  and  in  that  year  the  duty 
on  strong  beer  was  about  240,000/.  less 
than  in  1812:  and  on  a  comparison  be- 
tween 1813  and  the  average  of  the  three 
preceding  years,  the  result  would  be 
nearly  the  same;  and  the  price  to  the 
consumer  was  raised  considerably. 

Important  as  this  consideration  is,  as  to 
the  brewery,  it  is  not  the  only  one  we 
should  have  in  our  contemplation;  be- 
cause, in  proportion  to  the  high  price  of 
malt,  the  temptation  offi^rs  itself  to  use 
other  and  cheaper  ingredients  instead  of  it. 

Such  practices  have  been  in  use  for  mora 
than  a*  century,  in  times  when  grain  was 
at  extremely  low  prices*.  Laws  have 
been  passed  for  the  prevention  of  them, 
and   for  the   punishment  of  the  offend- 

*  By  the  13th  of  W.  3,  ch.  5,  sugar, 
honey,  foreign  grains  Guinea  pepper, 
liquor,  or  syrup  made  from  malt  and 
water  (heer  druggists  it  seems  were  then 
known),  Cocul us  Indiae,  and  other  unwhole- 
some materials,  were  prohibited  to  be  used. 
The  prohibition  of  these  articles  was  fur- 
ther enforced  by  statutes  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  in  which  acts  broom  and 
wormwood  were  included.  These  protec- 
tions for  the  health  of  (he  people,  and 
against  frauds  on  the  revenue,  were,  how^ 
ever,  found  so  incfllectual,  that  a  law  was 
passed  so  lately  as  in  1 802,  42  G.  3,  ch. 
38,  sect.  20,  increasing  the  penalty  from 
20/.  to  200/.  for  using  noxious  and  un- 
wholesome drugs,  vitriol,  grains  of  Para* 
disc,  opium,  &c.  and  at  length  enacting, 
that  no  ingredients  shall  be  used  in  making 
beer  except  malt  and  bops. 


703]    HOtJSE  OF  COMMONS, 

en;  but  detections  in  this  case  are 
-extremely  difficult;  notwithstanding 
which,  convictions  for  using  drugs  in 
beer  are  perhaps  more  frequent,  propor- 
tionably,  than  in  any  other  excisable 
commodity.  The  fraudulent  brewer  has  a 
further  inducement  to  use  the  forbidden 
articles  than  the  cheapness  of  them,  as  he 
is  thereby  enabled  to  get  rid  of  the  com- 
.  pare  which  the  officer  makes  of  the  quan- 
tity of  beer  brewed  with  that  of  malt  used ; 
and  I  ask,  ought  we  then  lightly  to  add 
:  greatly  to  the  inducements  that  persons 
who  have  no  ^regard  for  their  character 
have  for  using  noxious  articles  instead  of 
maltP 

I  shall  not  be  suspected,  I  am  sure,  of 
meaning  to  convey  the  remotest  reflection 
;on  any  of  those  carrying  on  manufactories 
of  beer,  who  are  protected  equally  by  their 
characters,  and  by  their  being  above 
temptation;  but  that  the  practices  con- 
tinue to  prevail,  the  numerous  convictions, 
both  in  the  summary  jurisdictioa  and  in 
the  Exchequer,  afford  a  certain  proof  of. 

If  we  look  to  the  distillery,  the  impor- 
tance to  the  revenue  will  be  found  to  be 
not  less :  the  increase  of  20f.  a  quarter  on 
malt  would,  I  think,  be  it.  a  gallon  on 
spirits. 

Now,  it  seems  to  have  been  generally 
admitted,  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  the 
duty  on  this  article  carried  as  high  as  it 
can  be,  without  lessening  the  consumption. 
Jf,  therefore,  the  price  of  grain  raises  the 
cost  of  the  spirit  U.  a  gallon,  to  that  ex- 
tent the  revenue,  when  knalt  is  used,  must 
suffer.  I  know  I  am  supported  in  these 
opinions  by  a  person  of  the  vdry  best  ex- 
perience in  the  revenue  of  excise ;  and  in 
the  latter  case,  not  only  by  him,  but  by 
persons  most  conversant  in  the  manufac- 
ture. In  Scotland  and  Ireland  the  private 
distillation  is  chiefly  from  grain,  but  in 
England  from  sugar  and  molasses,  chiefly 
.the  latter.  In  proportion,  therefore,  as 
the  price  of  barley  and  malt  is  increased  to 
the  entered  distiller,  the  profits  to  the 
fraudulent  one  would  be  increased.  If  I 
am  right  in  my  estimate  of  U.  a  gallon,  it 
would  be  nearly  300,000/.  a  year  on  corn 
spirits. 

My  right  hon.  friend  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  the  frauds  to  which  I  allude,  in  tliat 
branch  of  the  revenue ;  they  are,  I  believe, 
trifling  in  England,  compared  with  what 
they  are  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland ;  but 
even  here  I  should,  on  conjecture,  estimate 
them  from  l-6th  to  l«8th  of  the  consump- 
Uoii  of  the  country. 
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The  losses  to  the  revenue  I  have  here 
stated,  and  of  increased  prices  to  the  con- 
/Mimer,  are  on  a  supposition  of  the  prices  of 
grain  being  raised  to  those  proposed  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  which  will  certainly  not 
invariably  be  the  case  ;  but  the  measure 
is  avowedly  to  obtain  high  prices  for  grain, 
and  in  proportion  as  that  shall  succeed, 
the  consequences  above  referred  to  will 
follow. 

Here  again  I  call  upon  the  House  to 
consider  whether  we  should  not  be  cautioua 
of  putting  the  revenue  to  so  much  hazard, 
and  of  o&ring  such  strong  inducement  to 
the  fraudulent  manufacturer  to  attempt  an 
escape  from  the  duty.  The  estimates  here 
suggested  are  made  on  the  prices  recom« 
mended  by  the  committee;  those  now 
proposed  by  the  hon.  bafonet  are  about 
one  third  lower ;  to  that  extent,  therefore, 
the  mischief  apprehended  will  be  less. 

Let  me  next  ask  if  the  landed  gentlemen 
will  have  all  the  advantages  from  the  high 
price  of  corn  that  are  held  out  to  them  ?  I 
have  already  noticed  the  effect  that  would 
inevitably  be  produced  on  the  poors'  rates, 
and  the  price  of  labour,  by  dearness  of 
grain,  and  that  in  many  instances  the  in- 
creased price  of  bread  directly  raises  the 
price  of  labour. 

We  are  told,  however,  the  fsrmer  wants 
further  encouragement  to  induce  him  to 
produce  more  grain,  and  the  owner  of  the 
soil  to  put  more  land  in  tillage,  of  which 
no  proof  is  adduced ;  but  we  have  strong 
presumptive  evidence  to  the  contrary.  In 
the  ten  years  from  1801  to  1811,  ourpo* 
pulation  in  England  alone*  increased 
l,448|000 :  in  that  period  the  average  ex« 
cess  of  importation  above  exportation  of 
wheat  was  586,8 14  quarters ;  but  in  that 
period  are  included  two  years  of  the 
greatest  scarcity  ever  known  in  this  coun- 
try. Excluding  those,  the  average  ^xcesa 
of  importation  of  the  other  eight  years  was 
388,789  quarters.  If  we  look  to  the  27 
years  from  1773  (the  year  in  which  the 
Act  was  passed  which  has  been  so  much 
exclaimed  against)  to  1799  inclusive,  we 
shall  find  the  excess  of  imports  above  the 
exports  on  an  average  to  be  no  more  than 
1 40,000  quarters  annually ;  f  within  which 
period  we  had  not  only  an  immensely  in- 
creasing population  to  provide  for,  bat 

*  I  State  the  increase  of  the  population 
in  England  only,  because  the  accounts  of 
imports  and  exports  of  grain  are  confined 
to  England. 

t  For  these  qusMititieii6eNotetop.-681« 
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great  numbers  of  the  labouring  clsBses  ac- 
quired the  habit  of  using  the  best  wheaten 
bread,  who  before  consumed  floor  from 
rye  or  barley,  or  a  coarser  sort  from  wheat : 
and  considering  how  large  a  proportion  of 
those  classes  have  little  other  food  than 
bread,  it  is  not  wonderful  they  should 
supply  themsel?es  with  that  of  the  best 
quality. 

If,  with  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  we 
reckon  the  consumption  at  only  a  quarter 
a  head  annually,  according  to  the  common 
computation,  which  I  am  persuaded  is 
rather  below  the  quantity,  it  will  be  seen 
to  what  an  immense  extent  our  tillage 
must  have  been  increased  in  late  years. 

The  number  of  Inclosure  Acts  have  also 
been  on  the  increase  for  some  time  past ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  immensely  high 
prices,  which   have  offered   a  strong  in- 
ducement to  the  extension  of  tillage,  the 
land  now  in  cultivation  is  capable  of  very 
great  improvement.     Mr.  Grierson,  a  gen- 
tleman intelligent  in  Irish  agriculture,  tells 
us,  that  land  in  tillage  might  be  increased 
one  half.     And  Mr.  Curwen,  in  the  publi- 
cation (before  alluded  to)  in  1811,  says, 
**  I  cannot  say  how  much  I  have  been  as- 
tonished with  the  appearance  of  the  coun-. 
try  from  Ferry-bridge  to  Newark:   this, 
with  little  exception,  is  as  fine  a  corn  dis- 
trict as  any  in  England ;  but  how  wretch- 
edly cultivated !   The  rents  not  half  what 
are  paid  in  the  Lothians;    the  soil  equal, 
9lc"    And  in  another  part  of  the  same 
work,  the  author,  who  is  a  very  competent 
judge,  tells  us,  *'  the  cost  of  a  good  and 
bad  crop  is  nearly  the  same ;  the  profit  in 
a  failing  crop  is  little,  if  not  attended  with 
loss ;  the  injury  to  the  land,  much  and  cer- 
tain."    If  then  the  extraordinary  encou- 
ragement off*ered  by  prices  in  a  time  of 
famine,  were  not  a  sufficient  inducement 
to  increase  the  quantity,  of  corn  produced, 
which  might  have  been  effected  to  a  great 
extent  at  little  or  no  additional  expence, 
what  rational  expectation  can  be  enter- 
tained that  any  additional  rise  of  prices, 
computed  on  ordinary  occurrences,  will 
tempt  persons  to  put  large  parcels  of  new 
land  into  tillage,  (attended  with  an  infi- 
nitely larger  expence  than  the  improve- 
ment of  existing  cultivation)  beyond  the 
advanUges  they  already  have.    But    if 
large  quantities  of  land  now  uncnltivated| 
orin  paaturei  shall  be  brought  into  tillage, 
may  not  the  present  grower  look  upon  that 
aa  injurious  to  him  by  lowering  the  prices? 
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that  by  increased^coltivation  bread  will  be« 
come  cheap ;  and  to  another^  that  by  raid- 
ing the  prices  of  importation  and  lessening 
those  for  exportation,  corn  will  be  dearer ; 
the  attempts  made  to  reconcile  these  two 
objects  can  hardly  mislead  any  one,  not- 
withstanding the  very  ingenious  arguments 
used ;  at  the  time  those  are  urged,  it  is  ac« 
knowledged  that  high  prices  is  the  object 
in  view;  and  we  know  from  experience 
that  roust  be  obtained  by  the  means  pro« 
posed. 

Fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  the  sub- 
ject on  which  I  have  troubled  the  House 
at  so  much  length ;  I  have  considered  it 
most  deeply  ;  and  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis« 
taken,  the  land  owner  will  profit  by  the 
measure  in  an  infinitely  smaller  proportioo 
than  the  labourers  in  agriculture  and  la 
manufactures;  and  the  class  of  society  next 
above  those,  will  suffer  from  it. 

The  former  have  in  most  ioitances  been 
partially,  at  least,  indemnified  by  an  addi- 
tion to  their  wages,  or  in  some  other  way  ; 
but  the  others  have  not,  and  indeed  could 
not  have  been,  to  any  extent.  These  de- 
scriptions of  people  have  borne  the  pres- 
sure with  a  degree  of  patience  that  cannot 
be  too  highly  commended ;  ought  we  then^ 
as  soon  as  we  are  blessed  with  a  plentiful 
season,  to  turn  short  upon  them,  and  to 
adopt  a  measure  which  is  to  render  it  cer- 
tain, as  far  as  the  interposition  of  the  legis* 
lature  can  be  effectual,  that  the  price  oC 
bread  shall  permanently  be  above  dooblo 
what  it  was  before  the  unexampled  mise* 
ries  of  the  late  war  were  inflicted  upoia 
us?* 

Other  points  which  have  been  thought 
of  some  importance  are  also  entirelv  left 
out  of  sight,  both  in  the  Report  and  m  th» 
Resolutions.  Nothing  is  suggested  respect- 
ing some  permanent  provision  to  ascertain 
when  it  shall  not  be  allowed  to  distil  froin 
grain ;  a  measure  loudly  called  for  to  pre- 
vent speculation  and  uncertainty,  equally 
mischievous  to  the  manufacturer  and  to 
the  revenue :  nor  it  any  mention  made  of 
giving  facility  to  importation,  when  by 
law  this  should  take  place. 

I  trust  enough  has  been  said,  to  convince 
every  one  that  a  more  comprehensive  view 
of  the  subject  should  be  taken  before  so 
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*  The  price  of  the  quartern  wheaten 
loaf,  for  a  series  of  yean  before  1794,  fluc- 
tuated from  6d.  to  T^J.;  the  price  for  im- 
portation, at  proposed  to  be  regulated,  it 
The  Committee  hold  out,  lo  captivate  \  90f.  a  quarter,  which  would   make  tfao 
one  descriptien  of  people,  an  expectation    quartern  loaf  l^Vk 
(V0L.3tXVn.)  (2Z) 
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great  a  change  in  our  corn  laws  is  ac- 
<|oiesced  in.  Let  me  repeat  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  giTe  up.  on  the  mere  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  baronet,  the  regolations 
restricting  the  export  of  corn  at  all  times, 
and  under  whatever  circumstances  of  dis- 
tress we  may  be  in.  without  bestowing  an 
hour  of  our  time  to  enquire  whether  an  aU 
teration  of  that  magnitude  is  fit  or  not ; 
which  regulations  commenced  in  an  early 
period  of  our  history,  and  have  been  varied 
according  to  circumstances  in  every  reign 
since;  even  in  the  time  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

In  support  of  the  other  Resolutions  re- 
gulating the  export  and  import  trade  in 
corn  of  the  whole  empire,  it  is  true  we 
have  a  report  from  a  committee ;  but  such 
A  one  as  1  believe  this  House  has  never  yet 
acted  upon.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen,  if 
they  think  they  ought  to  risk  such  conse- 
quences as  have  been  pointed  out  on  the 
miserable  aathority  they  have  before  them, 
full  of  errors  and  mistakes,  and  with  no 
6tber  evidence  than  that  of  two  or  three 
gentlemen,  whose  means  of  information 
are  confined  to  the  agriculture  of  Ireland. 

The  infinite  importance  of  a  full  enquiry 
Would  well  warrant  a  delay  till  the  next 
session,  when,  in  a  time  of  settled  peace,  it 
Inigfat  be  entered  upon  more  satisfactorily. 
tnd  with  abetter  prospect  of  success,  than 
we  can  entertain  a  hope  of  at  present. 

I  earnestly  intreat.  therefore,  for  the 
credit  of  the  House,  and  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  country,  we  may  not  take  this 
Beport  for  our  guide,  but  proceed  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the  infinite  import- 
ance of  the  subject.  I  will  detain  the 
House  no  longer ;  but  I  cannot  sit  down 
Without  offering  my  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion with  which  they  have  honoured  me. 

Sir  Hemy  Pome// felt  extremely  obliged 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  fyr  having 
given  hioi  an  opportunity  of  fairly  meeting 
EiB  argumenu  on  the  merits  of  the  Report. 
Since  that  Report  had  been  made,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  every  oc- 
casion to  deliver  observations  on  the  state- 
Aients  contained  in  it.  similar  to  those 
which  he  had  just  addressed  to  the  House. 
He  (sir  Henry)  now  stood  forward.  boMly 
and  fearlessi  V.  to  defend  that  Report,  and 
10  contend,  that  all  the  facts  and  statements 
which  it  comprised,  with  only  one  excep- 
tion, were  perfectly  correct.  Ho  wassoriy 
that  tlie  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  been 
•  menbor  of  the  conmittee  which  drew 
spthatRopork    Ifbe  bid  faeeo  id,  be  wu 
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ready  Co  declare,  that  his  services  would 
have  essentially  assisted  their  labours. 
But  the  House  would  recollect,  that,  when 
the  committee  was  first  appointed,  its  only 
object  was  to  examine  the  corn  laws  of  Ire- 
land ;  and,  when  it  was  afterwards  sod- 
denly  proposed  to  extend  its  investigation 
to  the  corn  laws  of  this  country,  those 
members  who  were  added  to  it,  were,  per- 
haps, selected  without  due  consideration. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  observed, 
that  his  (sir  Henry's)  object. and  the  object 
of  the  Report,  was  to  raise  and  to  keep  up 
the  price  of  corn  and  of  bread.  He  dis* 
claimed  any  such  object— he  did  not  pro- 
pose his  Resolutions  with  a  view  to  any 
permanent  increase  of  the  price  of  corn— 
nor.  in  truth,  could  they  have  any  such 
e^ect.  There  was  this  distinction  to  be 
made  throughout  the  whole  question, 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  either 
not  comprehended,  or,  if  he  did  compre- 
hend, he  had  not  the  candour  to  state  it, 
that  though,  in  the  first  instance,  it  was 
intended  to  maintain  the  prices  of  grain. 
for  a  time,  at  what  they  now  were,  nnd  so 
far  to  keep  up  the  price  of  bread  ;  yet.  as 
the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  en- 
courage tillage,  and  to  promote  the  growth 
of  corn,  by  which  means  a  greater  supply 
would  be  obtained,  it  must  finally  occasion 
a  reduction  of  the  price.  The  measure  he 
proposed  went  simply  to  this  object— to 
operate  an  increase  of  produce,  in  the  first 
instance,  and.  in  the  second,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  to  lessen  the  price  in  the 
market  There  was  no  proposition  before 
the  House,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  suppose,  for  continuing  the 
price  of  com,  at  any  particular  standard. 
And.  if  he  had  stated  correctly,  what  was 
mentioned  in  the  Report  relative  to  the 
price  of  wheat  at  105s.  he  would  have  seen 
that  no  intention  was  ever  entertained,  of 
continuing  it  at  that  rate.  The  reasoning 
of  the  Report  was  this:  after  examining 
the  Act  of  Charles  2,  and  pointing  out  its 
eflfect.  the  committee  sayt  that,  if  the 
House  of  Commons  shooM  think  proper  to 
proceed  on  the  principle  of  that  Act.  they 
must  take  a  price  eqeivalent  to  that 
adopted  in  the  statute  of  Charles;  that  price 
was  5Sf. ;  and  I05f..  in  the  present  day. 
appeared  to  the  committee  as  not  more 
than  eqeivalent  to  5Si.  at  the  former  pe* 
riod.  The  price  named  by  the  comnitiee 
was  therefore  nothing  more  than  condi* 
tional.  ^  If,**  said  they,  •*  the  House  con* 
sider  it  right  te  adopt  the  principles  of  m 
law,  which  hes  operated  beneficially  for 
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the  public,  they  thoold  take  that  jprice 
which  the  differeoce  of  the  time  demands." 
—-No  member  of  the  committee  intended 
to  give  an  opinion  on  the  sabject.  But, 
rather  than  take  a  turn  at  hazard,  they  at* 
lected  that  which  experience  tanctioned, 
and  therefore  103f.  was  mentioned.  He 
did  not,  however,  mean  to  say,  that  this 
was  the  rate  which  ought  to  be  acted  on 
now.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that 
price  sbouki  be  adopted  which  met  the 
concurrent  opinion  of  the  House  and  of 
Ibe  public  at  large. — A  reasonable  price 
ooght  to  be  agreed  upon— one  that  would 
aecure  to  the  consumer  an  efficient  supply 
of  grain,  and  afford  such  a  proper  remu- 
neration to  the  grower,  as  would  prevent 
him  from  sustaining  injury.  In  the  reso- 
lution the  price  was  taken  at  84f. ;  and 
here  he  wished  to  observe*  that  all  the 
parties  who  petitioned  the  House  on  the 
subject,  most  be  satisfied  that  their  repre* 
aentations  were  attended  to,  and  had  met 
with  proper  consideration.  In  the  Petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle,  105«.  per 
quarter  was  complained  of  as  too  high  a 
price— and,  incompliance  with  that  state- 
ment, he,  for  one,  was  willing  to  take  it  at 
8ii.  being  21s.  lower;  and,  if  that  were 
atill  found  too  high,  he  was  ready  to  con- 
cur in  whatever  the  House  might  consider 
E roper.  Another  assertion  of  the  right 
on.  gentleman  was,  that  the  committee 
wished  to  fis  a  regulation  price  upon  com. 
But  it  by  no  means  followed,  because  they 
pleased  to  name  a  price,  under  which  fo- 
reign corn  should  not  be  imported,  that 
therefore  the  price  of  corn,  at  home,  must 
necessarily  come  op  to  it.  The  average 
price  in  England  and  Wales,  was  7Ss«  per 
quarter.  Now,  did  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man mean  to  say,  that  if  no  com  could  be 
imported,  without  paying  doty,  until  the 
price  rose  to  84e.  that  this  systeaa  would 
increase  the  price  at  home?  (Mr.  Rose 
said,  No,  no.)  Then,  if  the  riffht  hon. 
gentleman  admitted  that  it  would  not,  Im 
abandoned  one  of  the  strongest  objectioM 
which  he  had  advanced  against  the  com- 
mittee. The  present  low  price,  7  Sa.  per 
Quarter,  was  the  result  of  last  Tear's  abnn- 
ant  harvest;  and  he  unmwtood  the 
quantity  of  com  was  so  great  throngboot 
the  counuy,  that  it  was  not  likely  to  rise 
IB  consequence  ef  any  measure  they  might 
adopt.  On  the  coairary,  a  further  reduo- 
tioo  ia  price  might  be  expected.  As  to 
the  propriety  of  a  free  export,  though  the 
right  boi^  gentleman  did  not  coincide  in 
hiftO|^iaiiMi»  yet  he  wae  by  naneuBa  mh 


gular  in  his   view  of  the  subject.     Tha 
right  hon,  gentleman  had  stated  hia  firm 
belief,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  evil 
consequences;    but  evcrv  individual  willi 
whom  he  (sir  Henry  Jrarnell)  Im4  ean* 
versed  on  the  measure,  expressed  himseif 
favourable  to  it.     On  other  branches  of 
the  subject  be  bad  found  a  great  variety 
of  opinion ;  but  it  did  so  happen,  that»  ota 
the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  a  free 
export,  he  met  with  one  concurrent  feeir 
iog.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  himaelf 
was  the  only  person  he  ever « beard  speak 
against    the  adoption  of  that  principla. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  thai 
there  were  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  laws  on  the  subject  of  the  com 
trade,  which  the  committee  ahoold  have 
examined.    Now  what  waa  the  line  the 
committee  took  ?  They  did  not  begin  bj 
examining    those    Acu    which   relaled 
merely  to  internal  trade.    They  weiOb  ha 
believed,  very  numerous;  bat,  as  they  re* 
ferred  principally  to  the  storing  and  wasa* 
housing  of  com,  it  would  have  been  ridi* 
cuious  to  enter  upon  an  investig^ition  of 
them ;  though,  undoubtedly,  they  were  of 
importance  at  the  time  they  were  pasaeA 
They  had,  however,  examined  with  atten- 
tion the  Act  of  Charles  2,  and  ail  aach 
others  as  were  esaentially  important.    The 
eulogium  passed  by  the  committee  on  thai 
Act   was  transcribed  by  Adam  Smith. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  diacoveredf 
that  in  the  statement  of  average  priaea 
from  1646  to  1666,  conuined  in  the  Ea« 
port,  an  error  waa  committed.     Bat  ha 
shonld  have  recollected,  that  it  waa  im- 
possible to  get  anv  doconaent  on  this  sab* 
ject,  referring  to  tbelwejaty  yaasapiaviaaa 
to   1666,  from  the  Castom-hoaae.    Tha 
committee  were  therefofa  obliged  to  pal 
up, with  soch  aothoritiea  m  were  witbis 
their  reach ;  and,  in  loakiag  to  the  com 
tracU  of  Mr.  Smith,  he  thought  they  haA 
wlected  the  vary  beat.     Tha  right  hoB^ 
gentleman  next  foand  fiinit  with  thai  pari 
of  the  Report  which  wm  sapported  by  iha 
authority  of  Mr.  Chalmera.    Here,  agaiaw 
the  objection  appeared  unfounded,  ainca  il 
coald  not  be  diapmad  that  Mr.  Chalmaca'a 
wodi  waa  one  of  great  accuracy  and  la^ 
aearch.    The  right  hon.  gentlemaa  abv* 
jaded  to'  the  diatinctioB  which  the  com* 
mittae  had  made  between  the  twaayaUm« 
—that  frmned  by  the  old  laws,  and  tha 
syatem  aow  purmed  under  thesf  at  pro* 
sent  In  being.     The  aitarataoB,  he  aaidf 
took  place  in  1773,  bat  though  U  waa  Ba| 
finally  adopted  nntii  this  pariod|»  k  mm 
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inlrodaced  in  17G5>  by  annual  laws.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  complained  of  the 
statements  of  aTerage  exports  and  imports, 
under  the  two  systems  of  law,  which  the 
committee  had  made.  Now,  although  he 
had  denied  the  fact,  there  was  the  best 
proof  to  shew,  that  for  68  years  prior  to 
the  year  1765,  there  was  an  average  in- 
crease of  exports— but,  since  that  time, 
there  had  been  a  regular  average  increase 
of  imports.  The  Report  might  be  incor- 
rect, as  to  a  year  or  two — but  it  was  per- 
fectly correct  as  to  the  entire  period.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,  to  support  his  argu- 
ment, had  gone  into  a  statement  of  the 
mrerage  prices,  under  the  old  and  new 
system.  But  when  he  made  the  infer- 
ences he  had  done,  he  roust  have  sup- 
posed that  the  House  would  rather  trust  to 
fiis  opinion,  than  to  their  own  comprehen- 
sion of  what  they  could  themselves  learn. 
On  referring  to  the  Report,  they  would  Bnd 
the  following  table  of  average  prices, 
from  which  the  deduction  was  self-evi- 
dent, the  accuracy  of  which  was  indis* 
putable : 

Afcrtge  Priccfl. 

For  68  years,  prior  to  1764,  under  «.     d. 

the  Act  of  Charles  2 33     3 

From  1764  to  1794  44    7 

From  1704  to  1803  65     8 

From  1803  to  1812 88  11 

Here,  then,  was  a  gradual  increase  in  price, 
the  consequence  of  acting  on  a  system 
diametrically  opposite  to  that  establish- 
ed by  the  Act  of  Charles  2,  and  which 
proved,  that  the  committee,  in  recom- 
fluending  a  recurrence  to  that  principle. 
Were  borne  out  by  facts.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  state, 
that  if  the  House  adopted  84f.  per  quarter, 
the  quartern  loaf  would  be  double  the  price 
it  was  in  1794.  But  this  was  not  a  fair 
way  of  stating  the  effect  which  the  non- 
permission  to  import  corn  till  it  arrived  at 
S4f.  per  quarter,  would  produce.  It  was 
not  risht  or  fair  to  go  back  to  so  distant  a 
period,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  leave 
out  of  consideration  altogether,  the  great 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  value 
of  money.  If  he  would  enter  into  a  cal- 
culation of  the  real  value  of  a  quartern 
loaf,  and  compare  it  with  the  altered  value 
of  money,  he  woukl  find,  that  the  quartern 
loaf  is  cheaper  now  at  1  Ifd.  than  it  was  in 
1704  at  Id,  His  general  feeling  seemed 
to  be,  that  the  House  was  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently in  posseision  of  the  subject,  to  act 
epon  it.— Now  admitting,  for  argument 
leke^  that  Um  Report  was  ineccoratCj  let 
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the  right  hon.  gentleman  recollect  that  it 
was  submitted  to  parliament  near  a  twelve- 
month ago,  and  that  several  debates  had 
taken  place  on  it.  Within  the  last  five  or 
six  years,  also,  it  should  be  remembered, 
other  committees  had  sat  (one  for  instance 
on  the  West  India  interests,  and  another 
on  the  distilleries)  in  which  it  was  abso« 
lutely  necessary  that  the  corn  trade  shoald 
be  minutely  examined.  The.  subject  had, 
besides,  been  before  the  public  during  the 
whole  of  the  last  year,  and  was  amply 
discussed  in  various  periodical  works.  la 
point  of  fact,  therefore,  no  gentleman,  who 
wished  to  malce  himself  master  of  the  8ub« 
ject,  could,  with  justice,  complain  that  he 
had  not  the  fullest  opportunity  of  doing  it. 
He  always  considered  it  a  subject,  not  so 
much  of  evidence  as  of  principle ;  and  the 
question  of  principle,  which  was  the  most 
important,  could  not  be  learned  from  de- 
positions, but  from  those  circumstances, 
which  every  man  had  it  in  his  power  to 
observe.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  now  come  to  a  decision,  and 
declare  distinctly  what  should  be  done, 
since  every  person  who  spoke  on  thequea* 
tion  seemed  to  think  that  some  alteration 
was  necessary  in  the  existing  system.  As 
he  had  always  avowed  himself  the  friend 
to  a  free  trade,  he  now  wished  to  state  the 
reasons  which  induced  him,  by  placing 
certain  restrictions  on  the  importation  A 
corn,  to  deviate  from  that  principle.  If  the 
com  and  commodities  of  this  country  were 
on  a  level  with  those  of  the  rest  of  Europe, 
he  should  then  think  it  unnecessary  to  in- 
troduce an  artificial  svatem.  But  the 
price  of  corn  in  England  had  risen  higher 
than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe,  in 
consequence  of  the  interruption  of  late 
years  of  our  communication  with  the  con- 
tinent, and  formed  an  exception  to  the  ge- 
neral role.  The  advocates  of  a  free  im- 
port of  corn  rested  their  arguments  on  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  But  if  that 
learned  man  could  now  give  an  opinion 
on  the  subject,  it  would,  he  was  convinced, 
be  extremely  difierent  from  that  to  *be 
found  in  his  works.  He  stated,  that  corn 
being  every  bulky  article,  and  its  removal, 
of  coarse,  very  expensive,  it  was  not  likely 
to  be  imported  in  such  quantities  as  would 
operate  prejudicially  to  our  growers;  bat 
that  manufactures  being  compact,  and 
not  difficult  to  be  shipped,  would,  if  per* 
mission  were  given,  be  imported  to  such 
an  extent  as  most  interfere  with  oar  ma- 
nufactnrert.  But,  with  respect  to  hit  fint 
I  poiitioD^  the  character  of  the  conatry  wee 
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changed ;  for  corn  coold  now  be  brought 
from  Poland  and  other  countries  so  cheap, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  freight,  it  coold 
be  sold  at  a  lower  rate  in  our  market, 
than  that  produced  by  the  English  growers. 
The  opinion  of  Dr.  Smith  did  not, 
therefore,  apply  to  the  present  time.^ 
Another  argument  of  Dr.  Smith's  was 
this— the  proportion  of  foreign  corn  im- 
ported, he  says,  being  only  a  (i?e  hun- 
dred and  seventy-first  part  of  the  whole 
quantity  consumed,  a  free  import  cannot 
be  injurious.  But  the  foreign  corn  im- 
ported for  the  last  ten  years  was,  on  an 
average,  700,000  quarters,  or  about  one 
twenty -fifth  part  of  the  .consumption  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  some  years  it  had 
been  two  millions  of  quarters  ;  and,  there- 
fore, his  reasoning  is  not  now  applicable. 
He  has  also  said,  were  all  nations  to  go- 
vern themselves  by  a  liberal  policy,  it 
would  be  their  interest  to  have  a  free 
trade  in  corn,  for  the  same  reason  that  it 
is  the  interest  of  every  country  to  have  a 
free  trade  throughout  its  provmces  ;  but, 
as  the  practice  is  quite  different,  it  fol- 
lows, of  course,  that  this  reason  in  favour 
of  a  free  trade  must  fall  to  the  ground. 
But  the  main  argument  on  which  the  ad- 
vocates for  a  free  importation  rest  their 
opinion  is,  that  of  Dr.  Smith's  in  support 
.of  a  general  system  of  a  free  trade.  But 
Dr.  Smith  does  not  himself  apply  this  rea- 
soning to  the  corn  trade  ;  and,  if  it  is  mi- 
nutely examined,  it  will  be  found  not  to 
justify  its  perfect  freedom  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  It  is  commonly  supposed 
that  the  whole  value  of  this  principle  con- 
sists in  this — that  you  ought  always  to 
buy  whatever  commodities  yoo  want 
wherever  you  can  buy  them  cheapest. 
But  this  is  not  all— the  consequences  of 
buying  cheap,  as  explained  by  Dr.  Smith, 
niUBt  be  duly  attended  to.  If  yoo  boy  an 
article  from  a  foreign  country,  which  can 
b^  made  and  brought  from  that  country 
cheaper  than  yoo  can  afford  to  make  it, 
be  says  you  will  apply  your  capital  to 
greater  advantage  if  yoo  employ  it  on 
tome  object  of  industry,  which  you  can 
make  cheaper  than  foreign  countries,  than 
if  yoo  entered  into  competition  with  them 
where  they  have  ffreat  natural  advantages 
over  yon—you  will  add  more  to  your  in- 
dustry, to  your  annual  produce,  to'the  sum 
of  your  national  wealth.  This  reasoning 
of  Dr.  Smith  has  in  view  alone  what  will 
most  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the  coon- 
trf .  When,  therefore,  his  reasoning  is 
applied  lo  the  com  trade,  it  most  be  so 


Mat  5, 1814. 


[714 


applied,   under   the   limitation  that  th« 
question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  a  free 
or  a  restricted  importation  will  roost  ad« 
vance  our  national  wealth.     Now  let  ua 
examine  what  the  operation  of  a  free  im- 
portation of  corn  would  be  upon  the  in- 
dustry, the  annual  produce,  the  wealth  of 
the   country-^always  keeping  in  mind, 
that  the  state  of  our  agriculture  has  been 
brought  to  what  it  is  by  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of   the  times,  and  that  the 
prices  have  been  raised  much  beyond,  the 
level  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  in  consequence 
of  the  restricted  intercourse  with  the  con« 
tinentp-4t  is  obvious,  the  immediate  efTect 
must  be  a  still  greater  fall  of  price,  a  most 
injurious  extent  of  loss  to  all  our  farmers, 
a  great  diminution  in  the  demand  for  agri- 
cultural industry,  a  decrease  of  oar  annual 
produce,  and,  conseouently,  in  the  amount 
of  our  general  wealth.    It  may  be  said, 
but  the  wealth  of  the  country  will  not  di- 
minish,  because    our   manufactures  will 
flourish  in  as  fast  a  degree  as  the  agricul- 
ture may  decline.    It  is  no  doubt  true, 
that  as  corn  will  be  excessively  cheap;  aa 
the  produce  of  grass- land  will  also  be  very 
cheap,  in  consequence  of  the  quantities  of 
tillage  land  that  will  be  sowed  with  grass- 
seeds;  as  the  imports  of  foreign  corn  will 
produce  great  exports  of  manufactures,  so 
will  the  wealth  of  the  country,  arising 
from  manufacturing  industry,  be  increased. 
But  then  this  question  arises — whether  it 
is  a  wise  and  politic  course  to  take,  to  ob- 
tain a  great  increase  of  manufacturing 
wealth,  by  an  equal  diminution  of  that 
depending  on  agriculture  ?— whether,  in 
legislating  on  the  corn  trade,  it  is  right 
only  to  look  to  what  will  render  the  coun- 
try somewhat  richer  ?— whether  any  sound 
system  of  policy  can  justify  the  general 
derangement  of   all  that  vast   stock  of 
labour,  skill  and  capital,  which  is  vested 
in  agriculture,  for  the  uncertain  result  of 
adding,  in  some  measure,  to  the  general 
wealth  of  the  country  ?— A  wise  policy 
will    recommend    no  such  course,  and, 
therefore,  shews  that  doctor  Snith's  prin- 
ciple of  a  free  trade,  having  merely  in 
contemplation  what  is  best  calculated  to 
give  the  greatest  poasible  degree  of  wealth, 
is   not  applicable  to  this  question.— In 
looking  farther  into  his  writings,  it  will 
be  found,  that  he  states  three  exceptions 
which  may  be  made  to  his  general  rule — 
the  first,  when  a  commodity  of  our  growth 
is  essential  to  oor  security  as  a  state.     He 
illustrates  his  reasoning  by  reference  to 
the  Navigation  Act— which  Act,  thoogh 
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be  praises  it  as  the  wisest  law  in  our  sta- 
Uiia-book,  as  contribatiog  to  our  means  of 
defence,  he  shews  also  to  be  very  injurious 
loourcooimercial  prosperity.— Corn,  then, 
being  an  article  of  indispensible  necessity 
for  our  subsistence,  in  proportion  as  we 
habituate  ourselves  to  depend  on  a  foreign 
supply,  we  expose  ourselves  to  the  greatest 
risk  and  danger  to  be  brought  under  sub- 
jection to  some  foreign  state.—- The  se- 
cond exception  of  Dr.  Smith's  is,  when  an 
article  of  domestic  produce  has  been 
made  subject  to  internal  taxation— -he  says, 
in  such  a  case,  it  is  fit  to  impose  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  the  same  article  from 
foreign  countries,  which  shall  be  equal  in 
amount  to  our  own  tax.  Now,  as  some 
part  of  the  price  of  corn  is  made  up  by 
our  taxes,  in  that  degree  it  will  be  justi- 
fiable to  impose  a  duty  on  the  importation 
of  it,  according  to  Dr.  Smith.  The  third 
exception  is,  when  a  particular  trade  has 
for  some  time  been  protected  by  a  re- 
straint on  importation— he  says  it  would 
be  very  unjust,  and  exceedingly  ruinous, 
Boddenly  to  restore  a  free  trade.  This  ap- 
plies to  the  case  of  the  corn  trade,  which 
has  been  greatly  protected  by  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  times.  The  ge- 
neral inference,  therefore,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  writings  of  Dr.  Smith  is,  that  at 
this  particular  time,  and  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  corn  trade,  the 
restraint  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  corn  is  in  every 
respect  perfectly  justifiable.— It  had  been 
argued,  that  the  projected  alteration  would 
increase  the  price  of  corn,  and  that  the 
consequence  would  be  such  a  rise  in  the 
rate  of  wages,  as  would  prevent  England 
from  entering  into  a  competition  with  the 
manufacturers  of  other  countries.— With 
respect  to  this  apprehended  increase  of  the 
price  of  corn,  he  thought  he  had  said 
enough  to  shew,  that  the  alteration  would 
decrease,  instead  of  enhancing  the  value 
of  that  article— and,  as  to  the  other  point, 
he  had  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
rate  of  wages  did  not  vary  with  the  price 
of  corn,  but  with  the  demand  for  labour, 
and  the  number  of  persons  who  offered 
themselves.  This  was  proved  by  the  evi« 
dence  on  the  Orders  in  Council.  It  there 
appeared,  that,  when  the  price  of  corn 
was  low,  wages  were  frequently  high,  and 
vice  versa.  This  sufficiently  proved  the 
fallacy  of  the  assertion  to  be  found  in 
some  of  the  manufacturing  petitions,  that, 
if  the  price  of  com  were  raised,  the  value 
of  labour  would  keep  puce  with  it.  Many 
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gentlemen  supposed  that  this  could  never 
become  an  exporting  country.  He  thought 
very  differently,  and  he  rested  his  opinion 
on  the  statements  of  men  who  perfectly 
understood  the  subject.  He  alluded  to 
the  Irish  merchants,  who,  if  the  liberty 
were  granted  to  them,  would  open  markets 
for  the  produce  of  this  country,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  They  were  most 
anxious  to  embark  inthe  trade,  from  which 
they  had  been  long  debarred— a  privation 
by  which  they  had  lost  considerably.  He 
(sir  Henry  Paniell)  was  informed  by  one 
of  those  persons,  that  last  autumn  he  could 
have  taken  orders,  to  any  amount,  for  iho 
Brazils  ;  but  the  existing  system  prevented 
him.  It  was  very  curious  to  remark,  that^ 
while  corn  was  a  mere  drus  in  Ireland,  in 
Jamaica  they  were  so  much  in  want  of  it 
that  the  inhabitants  had  addressed  the 
Prince  Regent  on  the  subject.  Thus, 
while  there  was  a  glut  in  one  quarter  of 
the  empire,  there  was  a  complete  scarcity 
in  another.  This  measure  would,  there* 
fore,  produce  a  more  fair  and  even  ava* 
rage  price  than  had  been  known  since  the 
permission  to  export  corn  was  ranoved* 
It  had  been  frequently  urged,  that  wa 
ought  to  import  a  great  deal  of  corn,  to 
enable  us  to  export  large  quantities  of 
manufactures;  but  the  House  ought  to 
consider  what  goods  were  exported  to  th^ 
Poles  or  other  foreigners,  and  what  werp 
consumed  in  Ireland.  If  gentlemen  would 
take  the  trouble  of  looking  to  the  tables, 
they  would  find,  that,  as  far  aa  Ireland 
had  supplied  this  country  with  com,  aba 
took  manufactures  in  return;  but  thii 
could  not  be  said  of  foreign  states.  In 
short,  the  true  way  of  viewing  the  sob* 
ject  was,  to  allow  this  country  a  full,  fair, 
and  unfettered  right  to  enjoy  tha  otmoat 
benefit  of  her  manufactures;  while  Ira* 
land  should  be  considered  as  an  agricul- 
tural country,  capable  of  sopplying  tha 
wants  of  the  manufacturers.  Alio  sorely, 
it  was  not  asking  too  much  of  ihis  coon* 
try  to  purchase  corn  from  Iralaod  in  pra« 
ference  to  Poland. 

Mr.  Hoic,  in  explanation,  observed,  thai 
he  never  said  any  thing  so  absurd  at  what 
had  been  attributed  to  him  respecting  tha 

(>rices.  He  had  said,  that  whanavar  Iha 
egislature  had  interfered  to  raise  Iha 
prices,  those  of  the  markets  in? ariably  gal 
up.  He  did  not  either  wuh  or  expect  tha 
hon.  baronet  to  go  through  tha  130  Acta; 
ha  had  only  said,  that  there  ware  about  SO 
of  the  number  which  tha  eon^miltca  oq^ 
to  have  looked  into* 
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Sir  H€nfy  FameU  wai  ready  to  tdmit» 
that  in  tome  parts  of  his  speech  he  had 
misander stood  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  FrcMand  Lewii  was  of  opinion, 
that,  under  every  sense  of  justice  and  na- 
tional interest,  the  House  sheuld  proceed 
upon  this  subject  with  the  utmost  caution. 
It  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  that  there 
were  opinions  abroad,  that  the  committee 
had  been  influenced  by  sinister  motif  es ; 
that  they  had  separate  interests  to  attend 
to ;  that  the  Report  was  calculated  to  grant 
a  sortof  protection  which  should  put  money 
into  the  pockets  of  the  com  growers  at  the 
ezpence  of  the  poor ;  that  they  thought 
more  of  this  particular  interest  at  the  time, 
than  of  the  interest  of  the  public  at  large. 
These  insinuations  were  additional  reasons 
why  the  subject  should  hare  the  most  fair 
and  deliberate  discussion,  in  order  that 
euch  partial  suspicions  might  be  done  away. 
It  was  not  consistent  with  justice,  that  pro- 
tections and  monopolies  should  be  allowed 
to  one  class  of  persons  at  the  ezpence  of 
another,  any  attempt  of  the  kind  would  of 
necessity  nil.  This  measure,  placing  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  importation  of 
com,  could  not  fail  to  raise  the  price  of  it 
It  would  have  no  effect  at  all,  or  it  woold 
do  this.  If  the  price  of  corn  were  increased, 
the  necessary,  though  not  the  immediate 
consequence  was,  that  the  price  of  labour 
Would  also  be  increased,  and  an  advance  in 
the  prices  of  manufactures  would  follow ; 
so  that  when  the  farmer  went  to  market, 
met  by  increased  charges  every  where, 
his  90i.  would  in  eflect  be  no  better  than 
hii  fifty  now.  From  the  increase  in  the 
price  of  corn,  he  would  derive  no  real  ad- 
vantage. He  would  be  no  richer  than  he 
was  before ;  and  the  same  causes  which 
made  it  of  no  benefit  to  the  farmer  would 
also  afiect  the  landlord  in  a  similar  way. 
It  had  been  said,  there  had  been  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  com  when  its  importation 
was  prohibited ;  but  these  circumstances, 
tboti^h  co-existent,  did  not  stand  in  the 
relation  of  cause  and  effect  to  each 
other.  The  change  which  had  occur- 
red, he  principally  ascribed  to  the  vast 
increase  of  our  population,  which  in  the 
reign  of  king  William  3,  amonnted  to  but 
five  millions  and  a  half.  In  the  succeed  ins 
century  up  to  the  year  1755,  it  increased 
bat  about  one  million.  From  the  year 
I7(K),  up  to  the  date  of  the  Ubiet  before 
the  Honte,  it  appeared  to  have  been  raised 
from  six  milfioni  and  a  half  to  twelve  mil- 
lioBi  and  a  half.  Taking  this  into  considera- 


tion, on  a  view  of  tiie  imports,  it  appeared 
that  agriculture  had  greatly  increased  m 
this  country;  and  looking  to  the  returns  of 
the  last  ten  years,  the  supply  thus  obtained 
was  six  times  greater  than  that  produced 
within  a  corresponding  period  in  the  first 
half  of  the  last  century.  He  had  heard  no 
argument  that  at  all  induced  in  him  a  belief 
that  any  benefit  could  result  from  the  pro* 
posed  measure.  The  question  was  involved 
in  so  much  of  doubt  and  difiiculty,  that 
the  House  ought  well  to  pauae  before  they 
came  to  a  decision.  Never  before  had 
they  been  called  to  decide  a  question  of 
so  much  importance  on  such  meagre  in* 
formation  as  they  had  yet  received  on 
this  subject*  Nothing  could  be  more  dan- 
gerous than  rashly  to  interfere  with  the 
prices  of  provision.  It  was  almost  impoi* 
sible  that  they  could  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  an  inquiry  into  the  com  laws  (at 
they  ought  to  do  before  they  ventured  to 
alter  them),  while  each  events  were  paas- 
ing  as  had  fixed  their  attention  for  the  last 
18  months.  The  return  of  peace  (and  he 
hoped  of  plenty)  would  afford  the  fittest  op- 
portunity for  entering  into  the  inquiry. 
The  Banlc  Restriction  Act  was  to  cease  six 
months  after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace ; 
and  when  the  Bank  resumed  cash  pay- 
ments, it  might  be  expected  that  corn 
would  sink  to  its  bullion  price— that  it 
would  fall  from  7S#.  to  about  54f.  As  the 
state  of  the  currency  might  so  materially 
affect  the  question,  he  thought  the  consi* 
deration  of  tJiis  subject  ought  to  be  de- 
ferred. This  reason  alone  woold  be  sufii- 
cient  to  make  him  vote  against  the  reso^ 
lution ;  as,  before  a  new  settlement  with 
respect  to  the  corn  laws  was  maile,  ii  waa 
desirable  that  a  settlement  with  the  Bank 
should  take  place. 

The  ChoMceiior  qf  ike  Exdteqmer  felt  the 
force  of  many  of  the  areuments  which  had 
fallen  from  the  last  speaker.  He  admitted 
the  question  respecting  our  currency  to  be 
of  great  importance  respecting  our  foreign 
trade.*  He  wished  the  Speaker  to  leave 
the  chair ;  as  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  first  resolution  of  the  Report  should  be 
agreed  to,  if,  in  the  present  instance,  they 
proceeded  no  further.  That  carried,  the 
subject  could  stand  over  for  a  time ;  as  he 
apprehended  the  present  state  of  the  ex- 
changes furnished  as  great  a  protection 
against  the  importation  of  corn  as  the  hon. 
baronet  could  desire,  seeing  they  were  at 
least  equal  to  a  duty  of  20f.  per  quarter. 
This  subject  had  been  expected  to  come 
on  early  in  the  seuion.    Circnmstancee, 
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over  which  they  had  no  control,  had  pre- 
rented  it.  Now  it  was  before  them«  he 
hoped  the  first  resolution  would  be  car- 
ried. He  was  of  opinion,  that  a  perfectly 
free  trade  with  the  whole  world  would  be 
best  for  alf  nations,  but  this  was  that  which 
we  could  not  command.  It  could  only  be 
effected  by  the  general  concurrence  of  all 
nations.  While  others  thought  some  re- 
itrictions  necessary,  our  measures  must 
have  a  reference  to  theirs.  He  thought  our 
corn  exports  would  not  be  rery  consider- 
able till  we  could  afford  to  sell  cheaper 
than  our  neighbours;  and  this,  from  parti- 
cular circumstances,  he  did  not  think  we 
could  do  for  some  time.  After  some  fur- 
ther observations  with  respect  to  the  scale 
of  duties  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
adopt,  he  concluded  by  stating  the  course 
of  proceedings  which  he  wished  to  recom- 
mend. He  thought  it  would  be  best  that 
they  should  go  into  a  committee  on  the 
Report ;  and  that  if  the  House  should  be 
pleased  to  agree  to  the  first  Resolution,  an 
amendment  could  be  moved  on  the  se- 
cond, and  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  could  be  deferred  till  a  future  day. 

Sir  ■/.  Newport,  as  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  House,  did  not  in- 
tend entering  into  the  general  merits  of 
the  question.  He  however  wished  to  no* 
tice  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  F.  Lewis.)  He  thought  nothing 
could  be  more  likely  to  produce  the  most 
mischievous  effects  than  any  representa- 
tion of  the  members  of  that  House  which 
made  them  appear  to  have  interests  of  their 
own  to  attend  to,  separate  from  those  of 
the  people.  They  ought  to  guard  against 
appearing  conscious  that  such  a  suspicion 
was  in  any  way  merited.  Any  man,  who 
suffered  his  conduct,  as  a  legislator,  to  be 
at  all  influenced  by  an  apprehension  that 
such  a  view  would  be  taken  of  his  conduct, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  unfit  to  sit  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  explained.  He  had  not 
supposed  such  a  character  belonged  to 
them ;  but  merely  stated,  that  it  had  come 
to  his  knowledge  that  such  an  idea  had,  in 
•ome  instances,  gone  abroad. 

Mr.  IV.  Douglas  warmly  supported  the 
propositions.  It  had  been  supposed,  that 
the  measure  recommended  would  raise  the 
price  of  provisions,  consequently  the  price 
of  labour ;  and,  in  the  result,  prevent  the 
competition  of  our  manufacturers  in  foreign 
markets.  If,  however,  it  could  be  shown 
that  those  results  would  not  be  produced, 
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but,  on  the  contrary,  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufacturers,  and  the  country,  would  be 
placed  6n  a  surer  foundation,  he  was  cer- 
tain no  other  recommendation  would  be 
necessary  to  induce  the  House  to  acquiesce 
in  the  resolutions.  There  was  little  fear 
that  the  manufacturers  of  the  country 
would  be  materially  injured  by  an  in- 
creased price  of  corn  ;  they  were  chiefly 
produced  by  machinery ;  few  persona 
were  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  a  great 
quantity  of  goods,  and  therefore  a  small 
advance  in  the  price  of  corn  could  not  alter 
their  value.  He  would  appeal  to  the  pe- 
riod of  1799  and  1801,  when  provisions 
were  high,  yet  the  manufactures  did  not 
decline.  When  provisions  were  rery 
cheap,  artisans  could  earn  in  a  few  days 
what  was  necessary  to  subsist  them  for 
many ;  they  therefore  indulged  in  idleneaa 
and  dissipation ;  and  when  they  returned 
to  their  labour,  they  were  indisposed  to 
make  those  exertions  which  in  a  regnlar 
course  of  application  they  were  accustomed 
to  make.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  capi- 
talists and  manufacturers  were  to  be  pro- 
tected against  the  agriculturists ;  but,  in 
reality,  the  House  was  called  on  to  legis- 
late for  the  whole  of  the  nation,  and  not 
for  a  particular  interest.  By  reducing  the 
price  of  com,  the  price  of^  labour  would 
also  be  reduced,  and  thus  the  government 
would  lose  one  source  of  revenue.  By  al- 
lowing a  free  and  unrestricted  importation 
of  corn,  the  House  would  put  it  in  the  power 
of  foreign  nations  to  lay  such  a  tax  on  the 
grain  they  exported  as  would  just  enable 
them  to  undersell  the  English  grower,  and 
thereby  to  levy  a  revenue  at  the  expeoce 
of  this  country.  Hitherto  he  had  consi- 
dered the  question  as  bearing  on  the  com- 
mercial part  of  the  community ;  he  had 
treated  that  as  the  first  interest ;  this  was 
contrary  to  the  fact ;  of  whatever  impor- 
tance the  trading  interest  might  be«  the 
agricultural  was  not  inferior.  The  bon. 
gentleman  then  pronounced  an  eialofQr  on 
the  agricultural  interest,  and  argoed  m  fa- 
vour of  such  a  state  of  things  as  vroald 
place  the  nation  above  the  necessity  of 
adventitious  assistance,  and  give  sach  a 
quantity  of  native  produce  as  would  ren- 
der it  independent  of  foreign  conntries. 
These  objects,  in  his  opinion,  the  proposed 
measure  was  calculated  to  eflect. 

Lord  A»  Hamilion  opposed  the  proposed 
resolutions.  The  hon.  baronet  proposed 
to  increase  the  growth  of  com  to  such  aa 
extent,  as  would  operate  to  lower  th% 
price  I  in  thb  he  supposed  the  hon.  ba* 
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roast  to  be  liocere ;  but  irii«  were  m.  this 
would  go  to  AtftMt  anotber  of  hi*  object*, 
wbich  WM  to  refflDDfrale  tbe  firmer,  and 
protect  the  landed  intereit.  The  propo- 
■  ■ition*  coniaificd  nolhiog  but  «eir-contra- 
dictioDt;  and  therefore  be  could  not  aay 
whether  i(  was  the  intention  of  hii  boo. 
friend  to  raise  or  lower  the  price  of  corn  ; 
both  otijects  were  profoMcd  :  but  whatever 
waa  tbe  object,  he  wai  aware  that  no  mem- 
ber could  read  the  Report  on  the  subject 
then  on  the  table,  without  being  decidedly 
■gainiit  tbe  whole  of  the  proposition*.  Tbe 
Report  recommended  the  importation  of 
corn  from  Ireland,  to  enable  «  part  of  tbe 
arable  land  of  England  to  be  laid  into  pas- 
ture, for  the  production  of  milk  and  cheoM, 
and  meat,  so  ai  to  be  afforded  at  a  more 
reasonable  rate  ;  while  one  of  the  chief 
ftoods  proposed  to  be  received  from  tbi 
Resolutions  to  be  proposed  was,  the  esten^ 
tension  of  tbe  growth  of  com  in  England. 
Tbi*  was  a  contradiction ;  indeed,  the 
measure  was  made  op  of  them  ;  and  if 
adopted,  it  would  prove  in  its  operation 
either  nugatory  or  iiijariout. 

Sir  MaiiHea  Ridley  atluded  to  a  petition 
wbich  be  had  presented  to  the  House  on 
the  subject:  he  dewribed  tbe  unanimity 
with  which  it  had  been  adopted,  and  said 
he  bad  no  doubt  it  bad  already  produced 
beneficial  effects  by  reducing  the  price  of 
grain.  He  should  oppose  the  Kesolntions 
nben  proposed,  and  probably  for  the 
■ame  reaaons  as  would  induce  the  hon. 
baronet  to  aupport  them — for  the  benefit 
of  the  country,  and  the  landed  interest  in 
particular.  Corn  was  tbe  regulator  of  tbe 
price  of  all  [other  articles  of  trade  and 
consmerce :  if  the  price  of  com  wu  raised, 
tbe  price  of  labour  would  be  raised  also, 
and  then  the  advance  in  tbe  price  of  our 
manafactores  mnat  ensue :  this  might 
have  tbe  effect  of  driving  then  from  those 
markets  wb^re  they  -had  hitherto  been  on- 
rivalled.  Thia  would  deitroy  a  mean*  of 
national  wealth;  and  if  it  should  induce 
any  of  oar  mannfactarera  to  emigrate  to 
ether  coontrie*,  the  nsmber  of  consomer* 
wooM  be  dimiui*hed,  and  tb«  landed  in- 
terest-would  ettentially  toffer. 

Sir  N.  JC.  ColAunt  advened  to  a  peti- 
tion on  tbe  aubject  which  be  bad  pnsent- 
ed.  All  hia  cotutitoent*,  a*  welt  agricul- 
tural a*  other*,  agreed  that  *on)e  alteration 
in  the  com  laws  wia  necessary.  And 
thia  opinien  he  believed  was  not  confined 
to  Iruand,  for  whose  take  alone  the  Hoom 
was  not  called  on  to. act;  that  which  was 
beneficial  to  that  kingdon  wu  adf  utagt-' 
(  VOL.  XXVIL  ) 
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oa>  for  this,  He  woold  give  the  Retoln- 
tions  his  most  hearty  concurrence. 

Tbe  question  was  then  put,  for  the 
House  going  into  the  commiltee,  and  was 
carried. 

The  Home  having  resolved  according- 
ly, the  first  Resototion,  which  it  as  fot- 
luws,  wai  put  and  carried  : — 

1.  That  tbe  exportalioa  of  com,  graini 
meal,  malt,  and  flour,  from  any  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  Bhould  be  permitted 
at  all  times,  wiibout  the  payment  of  any 
duty,  and  without  receiting  any  bounty 
whatever. 

The  following  Resolution  was  then  put: 

2.  That  the  several  duties,  now  payablo 
in  respect  of  all  corn,  grain,  meal,  an'il 
flour,  importeH  into  tbe  United  Kiogdom, 
should  cease  and  determine  ;  and,  that 
tbe  several  duties  in  tbe  following  Sche- 
dule shall  be  paid  in  lieu  thereof:— 

When  imported  from  the  province  of 
Quebec,  or  the  other  British  colonies  in. 
North  America : 


'- 
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When  imported  from  any  oUier  foreign 
country : 

ter I  S4  I  56  I  49  I  88  II     84    3  I 

oraboTC...     S4     S6     43     98      >   -    „  I 
t  under...-     87      SB      44      MS      J    "     "     ■ 

orabove...  |  87  |  JS  j  44  |  99  j|  .  0    6  \ 

.  B.    llie  remainder  of  the  Schedule 

to  be  formed  according  to  the  principle  of 

the  Schedule  of  the  Act  of  44  Geo.  3,  c. 

109. 

On  this  second  Rewlotion, 

Hr.  HutHisMaaid,  he  would  not  tres- 
pass on  the  HoDse  longer  than  was  neces- 
sary to  explain  tbe  amendment  which  he 
was  abou  to  offer.  Tbe  two  grand  objecU 
the  Hoose  bad  to  obtain  by  the  proposed 
mcasurea  were,  first,  to  render  the  coun- 
try independent  of  foreign  supply  ;  and, 
mdly,  to  keep  the  price  of  corn  as 
riy  equal  aa  pouible.  Under  the  sys- 
tem which  had  been  pursued  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  the  country  had  been  gra- 
doally  becoming  more  and  more  depen- 
dant on  foreign  oountriea  for  a  supply 
of  grain,  and  tbe  prices  bad  been  kept  ia 
a  coniinnal  ilata  of  llactuation.    All  this 

(SA) 


723]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

had  happened  under  a  system  which  for 
nearly  si!cty  years  previously  had  rendered 
the  country  nearly  independent  of  foreign 
supp]y>  and  during  which  period  the  fluc- 
tuation of  price  had  never  exceeded  one 
third.     Instead  of  which,  during  the  last 
fifty  yearsy  large  importations  bad  taken 
place,  and  the  fluctuations  had  exceeded 
more  than  three  to  one,  instead  of  one  to 
three.    He  would  ask  the   House,  what 
must  be  the  state  of  that  law  which  had 
produced  those  evils,  if  they  had  been 
produced  by  law,  of  which  there  could  be 
no  doubt ;  and  whether  some  remedy  was 
not  absolutely  necessary  ?  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  raise  the  price  of  labour  in  propor- 
tion   to  the  fluctuating  price  of  grain ; 
and  as  the  agricultural  labourers  consti- 
tuted the  largest   class,  and  were  those 
whose  earnings  approached  nearest  to  the 
amount  of  that  which  was  necessary  to 
mere  existence,  any  temporary  rise  in  the 
price  of  grain  was  more  severely  felt  by 
them  than  by  any  others ;  and  this  evil 
exhibited  itself  in  augmented  poor  rates 
and  various  other  forms.    The  fluctuation 
of  price  was  an  evil  equally  to  be  guarded 
against  with  a  high  price.    It  was  true, 
the  total  prohibition  of  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn  would  raise  the  price  ;  but  if 
he  should  prove  that  the  proposition  he 
meant  to  submit  to  the  House,  though  it 
might  raise  the  price  in  a  trifling  degree, 
would  yet  temf  to  keep  it  at  a  steady  rate, 
and  not  so  high  as  the  average  of*^  those 
.fluctuations  which  had  taken  place  of  late 
years,  it  would  not  be  said  that  he  was  one 
who  attended  to  the  landed  interest  lilone. 
Indee<jl^  it  was  unjust  to  suppose  that  there 
was  any  exclusive  interest  in  that  House. 
There  all  interests  were  nearly  equally 
represented,  and  they  therefore  lesislated 
for  all.     Notwithstanding  all  the  import- 
ance that  was  attached  to  the  importations 
of  grain,  it  was  well  known,  that  in  no  one 
year  had  more  than  about  one- tenth  or 
twelfih  of  the  whole   consumption  been 
drawn  from  foreign  countries.    If  no  fo- 
reign corn  had  been  imported,  the  nation 
would  have  saved  sixty  millions  sterling. 
It  might  be  said,  that  without  this  impor- 
tation sixty  millions  worth  of  our  manu- 
factures would  have  remained  unsold ;  but 
then  it  is  not  recollected  what  those  sixty 
^mi II ions  would  have  effected  if  they  had 
been  expended  in  the  improvement  of  our 
agriculture;  or  what  increased  means  of 
purchasing  our  manufactures  they  would 
nave  given  to  the  agriculturists.     If  on 
being  laid  out  at  home  they  had  produced 
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the  natural  effects,  then  the  country  would 
have  added  to  her  means  of  independence, 
and  have  created  a  market  of  which  no 
external  relations  could  have  deprived  her. 
When  the  law,  permitting  the  importation 
of  com,  was  first  passed,  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  unfounded  clamour  raised  againat 
it;  but  what  had  been  the  effect  of  that 
law  ?    Ireland  had  supplied  to    England 
corn,  for  which  she  had  received  several 
millions   that  had  gone  to  improve  her 
agriculture,  which,  but  for  the  law,  would 
have  gone  to   Holland   or  some    other 
country*    The  exportationi  from  Ireland 
were  now  three  millions  annually,  with 
the  probability  of  a  great  increase.    Cir- 
cumstances, over  which  we  had  no  con- 
trol, bad  tended  to  improve  the  Agricul- 
ture of  England.    Continental  exclusion  ' 
had  advanced  the  cultivation  of  our  own 
land,  and  the  high  prices  occasioned  by 
such  exclusion,  had  rendered  os  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  aid.    Now,  when  we  bad 
paid  the  price  of  our  independencei  and 
produced  a  supply  equal  to  our  consanp- 
tion,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  prevent  any 

great  revolution  which  would  destroy  the 
omestio  culture  of  the  country,  and  ren- 
der it  more  dependent  than  it  had  ever 
been.?     He  wonid    not  stop  to  enquire 
whether  it  was  sound  policy  to  suflbr  any 
great  country  to  be  dependent  on  anotlier, 
for  an  essential  article  of  subsistence ;  b«t 
it  must  be  obvious,  that  such  an  advan- 
tage would  be  readily  seized  on  by  any 
power,  and  used  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
nation  that  exposed  herself  to  such  an 
evil.     If  the  law  was  left  in  its  present 
state,  it  would  not  be  long  before  agricol- 
ture  would  go  back.    The  low  price  of 
corn,  indeed,  had  caused  many  labourera 
to  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  as  the  fanner 
was  not  capable    of  continaing  his  im- 
provements.   A  double  evil  was  felt  by 
the  farmer  from  the  decrease, in  the  price 
of  corn.    The  labourer  was  thrown  oat  of 
employ,  and  became  chargeable  to  the 
parish;  and  thus  while  the  farmer  bad 
his  means  diminished,  he  waa  called  oa 
for  additional  outlays  in  the  charge  of  the 
poor   rates.    The  argument  of  Towering 
the  renu  might  be  resorted  to^  bat  thia 
could  not  be  effected  in  all  cases ;  it  waa 
certainly  desirable  that  they  shot^ld  not  go 
on  increasing ;  but  the  House  woald  aee 
that  in  reducing  the  price  of  land  and 
com,  the  country  would  sustain  a  lota  of 
capital.    He  was  in  favour  of  the  propo- 
sitions  of  the    hon.    baronet;    but   he 
thought  they  proceeded  imther  too  much 
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on  thtfjNriociple  of  gifiag  the  nioii9poly 
of  the  Eogrtsh  mirket  to  the  English  corn- 
grower.  The  amendment  he  shoold  pro* 
{lose  would  leare  importalion  opea  at  all 
times,  and  retain  the  present  price  of  639, 
as  that  at  which  the  prohibitory  doty  of 
24«.  3d.  should  operate,  and  as  the  price 
of  corn  rose  U.  so  the  doty  sboald  Ml ; 
as,  for  example,  when  corn  was  at  64t. 
the  duty  shoold  be  23t.  3d.  and  so  on  ;  so 
that  at  89#.  there  woald  be  no  doty  at  all. 
He  had  only  one  word  more  to  say;  it  re- 
lated to  the  colonies.  It  was  proposed  to 
lay  smaller  duties  on  com  imported  from 
the  colonies,  than  for  that  imported  from 
foreign  countries ;  but  the  difference  was 
not  great  enough  ;  and  therefore  he  would 
propose  to  make  the  duty  on  corn  im- 
ported from  the  colonies  half  the  amount 
of  that  imposed  on  foreign  corn.  This 
would  promote  the  growth  of  it  in  our  own 
settlements. 

Sir  H.  FameU  said,  for  the  sake  of  una- 
nimity,  he  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment ;  but  he  trusted  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  feel  the  extent  of  the  con- 
cession* 

The  ChamcdloT  cf  the  Egcke^tur  said, 
that  there  appeared  little  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  bat  on  a  question 
of  such  importance  it  was  expedient  that 
the  House  should  not  come  to  an  imme- 
diate decision. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose  and 
Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Hoskisson's  amendment 
to  the  original  Resolution,  of  substituting 
another  schedule,  was  agreed  to. 

The  schedule  then  stood  thus  : 

When  imported  from  any  foreign  conn- 
try,  except  the  province  of  Quebec,  or  the 
other  British  colonies  or  plantations  in* 
North  America : 


If  at  or  under, 
per  Or. 


Wheat. 


Noe. 
t. 

63.... 

63  to 

64  to 

65  to 

66  to 

67  to 

68  to 

69  to 
7010 
71  to 
7f  to 

73  to 

74  to 

75  to 


ovtj. 
fi     t. 

94 

64...24 
65..«83 
66..M 
67...ai 

68...eo 

69...29 
70...I8 
71...17 
78...16 
73...15 
74...  14 
75.  ..13 
76...18 


Rye,  Beans, 
aadPeai. 


nice. 
t, 

48... 
48  to 
43to 
44to 
45to 
46to 
47  to 
48to 
49to 
50to 
51  to 
58to 
53to 
54  to 


f.      #. 

88 

43...88 
44...81 
45...80 
46...19 
47.^18 
48...17 
49...16 
50...I5 
51...I4 
58...  13 
53...18 
54...  11 
5$...10 


If  at  or  nader, 
per  Or 


f.        f.     f. 

t6  to  77...  11 

77  to  78...  10 

78  to  79...  9 

79  to  80...  8 

80  to  81...  7 

81  to  88...  6 
88  to  83...  5 

83  10  84...  4 

84  to  85...  3 

85  to  86...  8 

86  audi, 
upwaidt  I 


f.        1.      1. 

55  to  56.^.  9 

56  to  57...  8 

57  to  58...  7 

58  to  59...  6 

59  to  60...  5 

60  to  61...  4 

61  to  68...  3 
68  to  63...  8 
63      and  {  . 

nptrards) 


If  at  or  under, 
perQr.... 


Barleyt  Beer, 
or  Biff. 


Daty. 
«.       f^        «. 

38 IS 

32  to  33... 1 3 

33  to  34..  18 

34  to  35.. .11 

35  to36...10 

36  to  37...  9 

37  to  38...  8 

38  to  39...  7 

39  to  40...  6 
40to4l...  5 
41  to  48...  4 
48  to  43...  3 

43  to  44...  8 

44  and>. 
upward!  > 


Oats. 


rricc 


s. 


Duly. 


81...; 18 

81  to  88...18 
88  to  83..  II 

83  to  84.. .10 

84  to  85...  9 
25  to  86...  8 

86  to  87...  7 

87  to  88...  6 

88  to  89...  5 

89  to  30...  4 

30  to  31...  3 

31  to  38...  t 
38      and  >  . 

upwards  I 
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And  when  imported  from  the  prorince 
of  Qnebec>  or  the  other  British  colonies  or 
plantations  in  North  America^  one  half  of 
the  said  respective  duties. 

The  importation  of  oatmeal,  into  Great 
Britoin,  to  be  ^vemed  as  follows :  The 
doty  to  be  paid  on  each  boll  to  be  the 
same  as  the  doty  payable  at  the  time  of 
the  importation  thereof,  on  each  quarter 
of  oats. 

The  importation  of  wheattn  meal  or 
floar«  into  Great  Britain,  to  be  gofemed  aa 
follows:  The  duty  to  be  paid  on  each 
cwt.  to  be  one  third  part  of  the  duty  pay- 
able at  the  time  of  the  importation  there- 
of, on  each  quarter  of  wheat. 

The  third  Resolution  was  then  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

"That  all  foreign  com,  grain.  Meal, 
and  floor,  shoold  at  all  times  be  imported  ^ 
and  warehonsed  firee  of  all  doty,  until 
taken  oat  for  home  consampUon ;  and 
shoold  at  all  times  be  exported  free  of  all 
duty." 

The  HoQse  then  resumed,  the  Report 
was  reeeived,  and,  after  a  short  conTersa- 
tion»  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further 
consideration  on  Friday  the  ISth ;  and 
the  Resolutions,  as  amended^  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


727]    HOUSfe  OF  COMMONS, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  May  6. 

SwEPEN  AND  Norway.]    Earl  Givy  ob* 
serffd,  that,  among  the  papers  laid  on 
the  table*  in  consequence  of  a  motion 
Dvhich  he  bad  on  a  former  occasion  sub- 
mitted to  the  House*  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain how  far  the  compact  between  this 
country  and  the  Swedish  government  had 
been  executed,  he  found  a  return  from 
Mr.  Edward  Thornton,  dated  the  6th  of 
June  1813,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
Sweden  had  at  that  time  about  30,000 
men  in  readiness  to  perform  its  part  of 
the  contract.     But  as  this  return  referred 
only  to  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
r  paign,  and  as  it  was  very  possible  that 
the  king  of  Sweden  had  been  since  d«^- 
ficient  in  the  performance  of  his  engage- 
ment, he  wished  for  a  return  of  the  troops 
furnished  by  that  power,  up  to  the  latest 
period  at 'which  the  same  could  be  r&ade 
out.     Such  information  he  thought  neces- 
sary with  a  view  to  the  motion  which  he 
proposed  to  bring  forward   on  Tuesday. 
He  saw  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that 
the  several  instalments  upon  the  subsidy 
which  this  country  had  covenanted' to  pay 
to  Sweden  had  been  regularly  discharged; 
and  from  this  circumstance  it  might  be 
concluded  that  the  whole  of  the  troops 
promised  by  the  Swedish  government  had 
been  supplied.     But  of  this  supply  be  de- 
sired information.     From  the  papers  on 
the  table,  he  saw  that  Guadaloupe  had  not 
yet  been  surrendered  to  Sweden,  although 
according  to  treaty  it  was  to  have  been 
surrendered  on  the  1st  of  August  last;  and 
therefore  he  wished  to  know  whether  the 
non-surrender  of  this  colony  was  the  con- 
sequence of  Sweden's  having  been  defi- 
cient in  the  performance  of  her  part  of 
the  tre^y  alluded  to. 

Earl  Bathum  stated,  that  his  Majesty's 
government  had  not  received  any  return 
of  the  number  of  troops  which  Sweden 
was  to  have  furnished  for  the  common 
cause,  since  that  specified  in  the  paper 
referred  to  by  the  noble  lord.  But  go- 
Ternmeni  had  oo  reason  whatever  to  con- 
clude, that  the  number  of  troops  which 
Sweden  engaged  to  furnish  had  not  at  all 
tiroes  been  complete.  With  regard  to 
Guadaloupe,  the  non-surrender  of  that 
colony  did  not  proceed  from  any  non- 
performance  of  contract|  or  from  any  dis- 
trust whatever  in  Sweden;  but  simply 
from  this  circumstance*  that  the  Swedish 
government  bad  not  made  any  applica- 
tion  for  its  surrender. 


C^fiom  Manby, 


ens 


Earl  Grey  conceived  that  it  was  the 
doty  of  miidsters  to  have  obuined  thmt 
which  our  agent  ii»  Sweden  was  bound  to 
furnish;  namely,  a  regular  account  mt 
different  periods  of  the  number  of  troofM 
which  Sweden  supplied  according  to 
treaty.  The  information  contained  in 
the  paper  on  the  table  stated  the  number 
merely  ready  to  support  the  allies;  bat 
there  was  no  information  before  the 
House  as  to  the  nnmber  which  actually 
joined  the  allies. 

Earl  Baikurst  repeated,  that  the  paper 
on  the  table  stated  the  number  of  Swedmh 
troops  in  readiness  on  the  Oih  of  June  1 B 1 3. 

j^rl  Grty- — Still  the  House  is  unin« 
formed,  whether  that  or  what  number 
joined  the  allied  army.  From  some  in- 
formation that  has  reached  me»  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  the  Swedish  contingent  was 
never  complete. 
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Captain  Manby.]  Mr.  ISose called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  claisna  of 
this  officer  for  his  valuable  discovery  of 
the  means  of  saving  shipwrecked  mari* 
ners.  In  a  former  committee  a  varioty  of 
strong  instances  were  detailed,  in  which 
his  invention  had  proved  serviceable;  and 
since  that  a  Report  of  naval  officers  had* 
been  given,  all  of  whom  concurred  -jn 
expressing  their  approbation  of  it.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Honsewookl 
feel  every  disposition  to  concur  with  hin- 
in  proposing  a  further  reward  to  captain 
Manby.  It  would  be  rewarding  an  in- 
vention which  not  only  saved  the  Iitos 
of  British  seamen,  but  the  lives  of  seamea 
all  over  the  world ;  for  it  had  novr  be*' 
come  so  simple  and  so  easy,  that  it  oaly. 
required  to  be  known  in  order  to  he  gene- 
rally adopted.  Captain  Manby  had  in« 
vented  three  mortars  of  different  sizes; 
the  largest  would  carry  a  ball,  with  a  rope 
attached  to  it,  a  quarter  of  a  mile ;  the  se- 
cond would  carry  it  300  yards ;  and  the 
smallest,  100  yards.  It  was  tme,  indeed, 
that  wrecks  did  not  always  take  place  to 
neai  the  coast  as  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  hot 
when  it  was  considered  how  large  a  pro- 
portion of  them  happened  much  within 
that  distance,  the  practical  utility  of  the 
scheme  would  be  equally  obvious.  The 
largest  of  the  mortars  might  be  carried  by 
two  men,  in  a  hand-barrow ;  the  second 
more  easily ;  and  the  third  misht  bo 
transported  on  a  man'sJiac|:.    The  niciliiy 
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of  conveyance,  therefore,  rendered  it  easy 
to  have  theoi  applied  on  whiteTer  part  of 
the  coast  it  might  Im  Decenary.  Captain 
Man  by,  however,  did  not  stop  here.— It 
had  been  found  difficult,  sometimes,  to 
fire  the  mortars,  on  account  of  the  heavy 
surf.  That  be  had  remedied  by  a  very 
simple  process.  He  bad  also  invented  a 
ladder,  which  would  so  51-eatly  facilitate 
th«  saving  of  persons  when  the  wreck  hap- 
pened  near  4he  shore,  that  he  wiould  take 
upon  himself  to  sav,  that  if  those  ladders 
hftd  been  known  when  the  Halsewell  was 
lost,  instead  of  the  150  who  then  perished, 
not  one  would  have  been  drowned.  Cap- 
tain Manby  had  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  property  in  bringing  these  dis- 
coveries to  perfection,  and  he  thought  him 
a  fit  object  for  parliamentary  reward. 
He  should  therefore  move,  that  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table,  relating  to  captain 
Manby,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  report  thereon,  with  observations. 

Sir  P.  BurdiU  did  not  wish  to  oppose 
captain  Manby's  claims;  but,  from  a  sense 
of  justice,  felt  it  necessary  to  mention  an- 
other individual,  Mr.  Mallison,  who  had 
devised  a  plan  by  which  many  lives  had 
been  saved.  He  understood  that  all  that 
gentleman's  experiments  had  answered; 
but  he  (Mr.  Mallison)  bad  only  received 
100  guineas  for  his  invention.  He  should 
hope,  when  this  subject  went  to  a  com- 
mittee, his  case  would  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.'  P.  Moore  had  been  called  out  by  a 
gentleman,  with  whom  be  had  had  some 
conversation^  and|by  whom  he  had  been  de- 
sired to  lay  in  a  claim  to  this  invention  in 
favour  of  another  party.  He  was  in. 
formed  that  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bell 
was  the  original  inventor  of  that  for  which 
it  was  proposed  to  reward  captain  Manby. 
This  invention  he  had  made  known  so 
long  ago  as  the  year  1791.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  with  him  authorised 
him  to  say  that  captain  Manby's  inven- 
tion was  a  species  of  piracy  from  that  of 
the  person  he  had  mentioned.  He  hoped, 
that  when  a  petition  should  be  presented 
from  the  party  setting  up  this  claim,  it 
would  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  case  of  captain 
Manby.- 

Mr.  Rott  admitted  Mr.  Bell  to  have 
great  merit.  He  had  been  a  Serjeant  in 
the  artillery,  and  he  believed  had  been 
made  an  officer  for  his  invention.  He 
however  begged  to  read  the  report  of  the 
commitiee  on  it.    In  ibif  it  was  stated. 


that  the  invention  of  Mr.  Bell,  though  in- 
genions,  had  in  no  instance  proved  of 
much  advantage,  and  was  found  wholly  in- 
adequate when  vessels  were  stranded. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  had  only  done  bis  duty  in 
making  that  statement  which  he  bad  been 
requested  to  make.  The  petition  to  be 
presented  was  not  from  lieut.  Bell,  who 
was  no  BK>re  ;  but  would  be  brought  for- 
ward in  behalf  of  a  family  which  he  had 
left  unprovided  for. 

Mr.  Wym  wished  to  know  what  me- 
thods were  Uking  to  bring  the  inventions 
into  general  use.  He  thought  it  ought  to 
be  taken  up  by  government. 

Mr.  Rou  aaid,  this  might  be  made  the 
subject  of  future  inquiry.  The  expence 
that  would  attend  introducing  it  at  the 
difTerentstations  would  not  exceed  12,0001. 
It  would  be  a  question,  whether  this  should 
be  paid  by  government,  or  by  the  districts 
or  counties?  The  life- boat,  he  observed, 
was  found  hardly  of  any  use  without  cap- 
tain ManBy's  invention,  as  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  pull  out  against  the  wind. 

Mr.  Wiibcffifrce  spoke  in  very  high 
terms  of  captain  Manby's  invention,  which 
had  already  saved  many  lives.  In  such 
cases  there  were  commonly  several  per- 
sons who  claimed  to  be  the  inventors  of 
that  which  met  with  the  approbation  of 
parliament.  In  Dr.  Jenner^s  case  this  waa 
seen.  Vaccination  was  asserted  to  have 
been  known  in  foreign  countries  long  be- 
fore ;  but  he  thought  it  became  them  to 
reward  him  who  brought  the  invention 
into  use,  whether  he  was  the  original  in- 
ventor or  not. 

Mr.  J^^bread  concurred  with  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett)  in  thinking  the 
case  of  Mr.  Mallison  ought  to  go  before 
the  committee.  A  committee  of  that 
House  had  decided,  that  his  invention  had 
great  merit,  and  ought  to  be  adopted. 
Why  it  had  not  been  adopted,  it  remained 
for  the  Admiralty  to  sav.  Mr.  Mallison's 
plan  would  not  supersede  captain  Manby's. 
They  were  distinct  from  each  other;  and 
if  both  were  at  once  brought  into  use,  so 
moch  the  better.  Captain  Manby,  by  his 
exertions,  had  saved  the  lives  of  many. 
He  had  sacrificed  his  fortune,  and  by  his 
assiduity  endangered  his  life;  so  that  if 
something  were  not  done  immediately, 
they  might  shortly  have  (he,  however, 
hoped  it  would  not  be  so),  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bell,  a  petition  not  from  him,  but  firom 
his  successors.  He  hoped,  however,  he 
*  would  recover  from  his  present  indispoii- 
tion,  and  live  to  reap  the  reward  of  what 
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he  bad  by  long  stady  and  repeated  trials 
brought  to  a  state  of  real  atility«  whoever 
migbt  be  the  first  inventor  of  it.  What 
the  member  for  Yorkshire  had  said  of  the 
propriety  of  rewarding-  him  who  made  an 
in? ention  of  use*  exactly  accorded  with  his 
ideas.  That  hon*  member  had  truly  ob- 
served,  there  were  generally  several  per* 
sons  who  claimed  to  be  inventors  of  that 
which  was  about  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  parliamentary  grant.  He  had  re« 
ceived  two  letters  from  different  persons 
potting  forth  claims  to  the  invention  of  a  cer- 
tain rocket  belonging  to  a  member  of  that 
House.  He  wrote  to  colonel  Congreve  o;i 
the  subject ;  and  happening  to  meet  him  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  be  asked  him  if  he  bad 
received  his  letter  relative  to  the  original 
inveotor  of  the  rocket.  The  colonel  re- 
plied, there  were  two  of  them ;  and  when 
they  bad  settled  who  was  the  first,  be 
would  take  up  the  conqueror.  Captain 
Manby's  plan  had  been  of  most  essential 
service,  and  referring  his  papers  to  a  com- 
mittee had  his  entire  approbation. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  said 
papers,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the 
House  with  their  observations. 

-  Colonial  Offices  Bill.]  Mr.  Goulbum 
moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Colonial 
Offices  Bill. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  the  radical  fault  he 
found  with  the  Bill  was«  that  its  framers 
had  reared  it  on  a  very  bad  model,  viz. 
the  Act  parsed  in  17B2;  and  a  Bill  so 
framed  could  do  no  otherwise  than  fail  in 
its  effect.  The  framers  of  the  present  Bill, 
however,  fancied  ihey  had  discovered  the 
cause  why  the  Act  of  1782  bad  not  been 
operative  in  removing  the  abuses  com- 
plained of;  viz.  the  mode  in  which  leave 
of  absence  was  granted  to  the  governors 
and  lieutenant-governors ;  and  to  remedy 
this  evil  they  proposed,  that  notification  of 
such  leave  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  State— that  was,  to  the  identical  office 
from  which  most  of  the  appointments  in 
question  emanated.  Offences  against  the 
Act  were  to  be  visited  by  a  paltry  penalty 
of  \00L  and  it  was  supposed  that  persons 
would  be  found  to  inform  against  such 
offences;  when,  in  fact,  individuals  in  pos- 
session gf  tlata  for  such  informations,  could 
be  found  only  in  a  class  in  which  it  was 
not  more  likely  than  desirable  they  should 
be  found.  If  those  offences  should  be  sub* 
mitted  to  that  House,  the  well-known 
lenity  of  that  Houie  would,  in  all  proba^ 
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bility,  directly  or  indirectly,  let  the 
oQender  escape  with  impunity ;  and  after 
a  tingle  example  of  this  kind,  the  Bill  in 
progress  would  become  just  as  futile  as 
the  Act  of  1782  had  proved.  Instead  of 
these  half  measures*  from  which  no  real 
reform  of  abuaee  could  be  expected,  lei 
his  principle  be  adopted ;  which  was,  not 
to  permit  the  ^oluments  of  any  public 
situation  to  be  so  enormous,  as  to  afford 
the  means  to  the  holder  of  living  hand- 
somely hinrself,  and  of  makmg  a  handsome 
allowance  to  a  deputy.  Whenever  this 
was  done,  an  office  would  ineivitably  de- 
generate into  a  sinecure ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded, that  there  was  no  effective  mode  of 
remedying  abuses  of  this  kind,  either  in 
the  colonies  or  elsewhere,  but  that  which 
he  had  described. 

Mr.  Batkkru  said,  the  measure  of  abo- 
lition of  the  offices  in  the  Bill  woukl  be  as 
open  after  the  passing  it,  as  at  present  If 
there  was  no  other  remedy  but  the  substi- 
tution of  a  deputy  to  the  principal,  the 
remedy  might  at  any  future  time  be  still 
recurred  to.  The  question  now  was,  would 
they  render  the  existing  law  more  efficient 
thftn  it  was  at  present?  The  efiect  of  the 
Bill  would  be,  to  promote  the  residence  of  a 
more  respectable  white  population  in  the 
West  Indies  than  there  was  at  present. 
Were  the  salaries,  he  would  ask,  more  than 
was  necessary  to  persons  discharging  the 
duties  of  their  office,  without  deputy,  m  so 
unhealthy  a  climate  ?  In  bis  opinion,  the 
salary  ought  not  only  to  enable  ibem  to 
live  while  there  comfortably,  but  also  to 
save  such  a  sum  as  might  make  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  comfortable  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  the  question  wa^  first, 
whether  any  Act  ought  to  be  passed  to 
carry  the  22d  of  the  King  into  execotion ; 
and  then,  whether  the  present  Bill  was  a 
proper  measure  for  that  purpose.  For  hia 
part,  he  eontended  that  it  was  not  They 
were  now  legislating  on  a  leave  of  absence, 
the  nature  of  which  was  unknown  to  them. 
He  had  moved  for  a  return  of  the  leaves  of 
absence;  but  the  government  officci 
knew  nothing  concerning  them.  And  yet 
they  were  called  upon  to  state  in  this  wU, 
that  the  provisions  of  it  should  not  Apply 
to  any  leaves  of  absence  granted  befim 
the  passing  of  the  Act.  Tney  were  pro- 
fessing to  carry  the  22d  of  the  King  into 
execution,  which  said,  that  patentees 
should  reside  where  their  offices  were— 
and  yet  they  were  deelaring  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill^siiottld  not  apply  to  kavea  of 
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absence  granted  to  ibete  patentees,  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  amount  nearly  to  a  total  ab- 
sence from  the  colonies.  He  contended, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for  a 
Bill  to  enforce. the  regulations  of  the  2'2d 
of  the  King;  and  even  if. there  had  been 
such  a  necessity,  he  considered  the  Bill 
before  the  House  calculated  rather  to  de- 
feat than  to  promote  such  an  object — a 
fact  which  justified  bim  in  applying  to  it  a 
remark  which  had  been  made  some  thou- 
sand years  ago  by  a  certain  philosopher, 
named  Anacharsit— it  was  this,  "  Laws 
were  like  cobwebs,  throush  which  the 
strong  flies  broke,  but  in  which  the  weak 
ones  were  retained/'  The  hon.  gentle- 
man concluded  by  suggesting  the  follow- 
ing, as  a  more  appropriate  title  to  the  Bill, 
than  that  under  which  it  had  been  intro- 
duced :— 

'*  An  Act  to  dispense  with  an  Act,  passed 
in  the  22d  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
entitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the  granting 

<  in  future  any  patent  ofllce,  to  be  exer- 
'  cised  in  any  colony  or  plantation,  then 

<  or  at  any  time  thereafter  belonging  to  the 
'  crown  of  Great  Britain,  for  any  longer 
'  term  than  during  such  time  as  the  grantee 
'  thereof  shall  discharge  the  duty  thereof 
'  in  person,'  as  far  as  Sie  said  Act  relates 
to  the  right  hon.  sir  Evan  Kepean,  bart. 
and  John  King,  esq.  and  all  other  persons 
at  present  seised  of  any  patent  omces  in 
his  Majesty's  colonies,  in  possession  or  re- 
version, which  have  been  granted  to  them 
since  the  passing  of  the  said  Act  of  the 
22d  of  his  Majesty. 

**  To  render  null  and  void  certain  con- 
ditions contanied  in  the  letters  patent,  un- 
der which  the  said  sir  Evan  Nepean  and 
John  King,  and  all  other  grantees  of 
patent  offices  in  the  colonies  in  possession 
or  reversion  since  the  22d  of  his  Majesty, 
now  hold  such  offices;  by  which  con- 
ditions they  are  to  hold  such  offices  during 
such  time  only  as  they  discharge  the  duties 
thereof  in  penon. 

*'  To  confirm  and  render  valid  any 
leave  of  absence  which  may  have  been  at 
any  time  given  to  the  said  sir  Evan  Nepean 
and  John  Kin|^,  and  all  other  patent  officers 
in  possettion  m  the  colonies  since  the  22d 
of  his  Majesty;  by  whomsoever  such 
leave  of  absence  shall  have  been  given,  for 
whatever  cause  or  whatever  period  of 
lime. 

"  To  extend  such  leave  of  absence  to 
Molyneux  Hyde  Nepean,  John  James 
King,  Charles  Cavendish,  Fulke  Greville, 
liicnard  Cumberland,  George  Disbrowe, 


and  all  other  persons  who  are  seised  in  re- 
version of  offices  in  the  colonies  granted  by 
patent  since  the  passing  of  the  22d  of  his 
Majesty,  whenever  they  shall  come  into 
possession  of  the  same. 

"  And  furthermore,  to  give  to  the  hon. 
John  Thomas  Capel,  John  Augustus  Sul- 
livan, Charles  Greville,  the  right  hon.  lord 
George  Seymour,  sir  Walter  James  James, 
bart.  Adam  Gordon,  James  Athol  Wood, 
the  hon.  Morton  Eden,  Robert  Richard 
Wood,  and  the  various  other  persons  at 
present  holding  offices  in  the  colonies  by 
commission,  from  his  Majesty,  such  a 
species  of  vested  interest  in  their  respective 
offices,  that  although  they  are  held  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  crown  only,  the  holders 
of  them  shall,  nevertheless,  be  exempted 
from  discharging  the  duties  thereof  io 
person,  notwithstanding  the  said  Act  of 
the  22d  of  his  Majesty  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
loss  cif  the  profits  thereof,  in  the  event  of 
any  colony  or  colonies  in  which  such  office 
or  offices  are  held,  being  restored  to  any 
foreign  power,  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
general  peace." 

Mr.  P.  Moore  opposed  the  Bill  as  totally 
unnecessary  ;  considering,  as  he  did,  that 
the  Act  which  was  already  in  existence 
would  answer  every  purpose  which  minis- 
ters could  have  in  ^iew.  On  a  former 
night,  he  had  asked  some  questions  re- 
specting Mr.  Gore,  the  governor  of 
Canada,  and  had  been  told  that  that  gen- 
tleman had  not  been  recalled  for  misde- 
meanors. Since  that  evenins^  he  had  re- 
ceived some  further  information  respect- 
ing this  gentleman ;  and  then  held  in  his 
band  the  memorial  of  a  Mr.  Jackson,  who 
had  been  a  member  of  that  House,  and 
who  was  possessed  of  considerable  pro- 
perty in  Canada,  in  which  strong  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  conduct  of  gover- 
nor Gore.  The  hon.  gentleman  was  pro- 
ceeding to  comment  upon  this  memorial, 
and  another  on  the  same  subject  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  when  he  was  interrupted 
by 

Mr.  W,  Dundoi,  who  spoke  to  order, 
and  suggested  the  impropriety  of  introduc- 
ing subjects  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
foreign  to  the  question  before  it. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  said,  he  should  probably 
bring  this  matter  before  the  House  at  a 
future  period  in  a  more  formal  shape  ;  and 
concluded  by  repeating  his  warm  disap- 
probation of  the  Bill  then  under  discussion* 

Mr.  Browne  fully  agreed  in  all  that  had 
been  said  on  the  inefficiency  and  inexpe- 
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be  heard,   by  their  counsel  and  agents, 
s^ainst  the  same/' 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
operation  and  effect  of  the  several  Acts 
for  erecting  docks  and  otherwise  improv* 
ing  the  port  of  London,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  gauging  of  wine,  and  other  gauge- 
able  commodities,  imported  into  the  said 
port ;  and  that  the  petitioners  be  heard, 
by  their  counsel  or  agents,  upon  their  pe- 
tition, if  they  think  fit. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  May  9. 

Imprisonment  on  Mesne  Process,  &c.] 
Earl  Stanhope  observed,  that  the  two  Bills 
which  their  lordships  had  read  a  first  time, 
on  his  motion,  on  a  former  evening,  were 
since  printed,  and  the  copies  were  then 
upon  the  table.  They  were  both  proper 
Bills  to  be  read  a  second  time.  Of  one  of 
these  be  intended  to  move  the  second 
reading  on  Thursday;  but  the  other, 
which  contained  enactments  for  the  better 
protection  of  poor  and  other  debtors,  he 
should  move  the  second  reading  of  to- 
morrow. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  reminded  the 
nobje  lord  that  a  very  important  question 
stood  for  discussion  on  that  day. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  knew  that  per- 
fectly  well.  He  had  informed  the  noble 
earl  who  was  to  bring  on  the  discussion  of 
his  intention,  and  he  had  made  no  objec- 
tion as  to  the  proceeding.  They  perfectly 
understood  each  other  upon  the  occasion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  whatever 
the  understandings  of  the  noble  lords  might 
be,  if  it  were  thought  the  noble  earl's  mo> 
tion  would  create  but  a  short  discussion, 
they  were  very  much  mistaken  indeed. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  if  the  debate  on  his 
proposition  were  found  likely  to  run  to  an 
inconvenient  length,  the  debate  on  it 
might  be  adjourned  to  some  given  day. 
Bat  he  had  much  pleasure  in  saying,  that 
persons  on  both  sides  of  the  House  were 
favourable  to  his  measure,  and  which  he 
thought  to  their  credit.  He  thought  it 
abominable,  that  in  cases  of  a  debt  for  a 
few  shillings,  individuals,  where  the  ez- 
pences  ran  up  to  many  pounds,  should  be 
pot  in  prison  on  that  account.  He  then 
repeated  bis  notice  for  the  second  reading 
ofthe  Bill  to-morrow. 
.  Lord  Elknborongh  said,  it  ought  not  to  go 
forth,  that  t  measure  proceeding  upon 


such  mistaken  grounds,  and  inconsistent 
with  reason  or  practicability,  was  likely 
to  meet  with  such  support.  .What  would 
be  the  effect  of  it  .>  To  prevent  the  re* 
covcry  of  sums  in  the  way  of  eests  or 
damages;  and,  in  many  cases,  where  the 
greatest  properties  may  be  afiected. 
Where  the  amoont  of  such  sums  were  in- 
finitely greater  than  in  the  original  caoae 
of  action ;  in  actions,  too,  where  what  was 
called  nominal  damages  were  given  ;  con* 
troverting  a  principle  in  which  the  greatest 
judges  were  agreed.  The  instance  of  the 
farthing  duty  of  the  city  ef  London,  in 
which  the  costs  amounted  to  several 
thousand  pounds,  was  then  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  and  learned  lord.  What,  in 
such  cases,  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
parties,  were  th^  justice  of  the  law  so  with- 
held from  them  ?  He  wished  not  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  noble  lord  for  his 
coming  forward  ;  but  it  must  be  plain  to 
all,  that  in  cases  of  vexatious  actions,  and 
proceedings  of  a  similar  nature,  where  the 
costs  may  amount  to  thousands  of  pounds, 
no  remedy  would  remain  to  the  parties,  if 
this  most  extraordinary  Bill  were  to  piss 
into  a  law  I  AfVer  a  few  farther  remarks 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and  a 
word  interchanged  across  the  table. 

Earl  Stanhope  observed,  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  not  to  prevent  the  recovery 
of  costs ;  but  to  prevent  men  from  being 
imprisoned' for  such  costs  as  were  contem- 
plated in  the  Bill. 

Lord  Etlenborough  said,  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  proposed  measure,  the  noble 
earl  had  not  only  mistaken,  but  falsified 
the  law.  The  practice  of  arrests  in  such 
actions,  was  long  sanctioned  by  the  law  of 
England.  So  early  as  the  statute  of  Hemy 
3,  and  ultimately  by  the  statute  of  Henry 
7,  so  long  had  the  practice  of  arrests  and 
holding  to  bail  in  all  actions  of  the  kind 
been  provided  for,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
law  of  England. 

Earl  Stanhope  observed,  he  knew  such 
was  the  law ;  as  his  presenting  a  Bill  to 
alter  it  in  those  respects  was  a  proof.  But 
he  knew  that  the  law  bad  suffered  some 
alteration  in  these  respects,  as  in  t  recent 
statute  of  his  present  Majesty;  md  the 
principle  he  conceited  to  be  the  same  in 
both  cases. 

Lord  Elltnborough  explahied,  tliat  the 
practice  of  arrest  in  mesne  proeess  was 
clearly  and  indisputably  sanctioned  by 
the  ancient  and  established  law  of  Eng* 
land ;  and  he  deprecated  the  ill'  efibets 
which  might  arise  from  stKb  tbioft  being 
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taken  op  on  mistaken  groond^,  or  from 
confident  or  unqoalified  aMertions* 

After  a  short  further  conversation  be- 
tween ibeir  lordships,  the  noble  earl 
agreed  lo  wave  his  intended  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  question 
to-morrow  evening. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  9. 

Clergy    Penalties    Bill.]       Sir     W, 
ScoU  prefaced  his  motion  fur  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  43d  of  the  King, 
cap.  84,  relative  to  the  non-residence  of 
the  clergy,  with  a  variety  of  observations, 
tending  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the 
law  as  it  now  stood.      He    particularly 
dwelt  on  the  impropriety  of  leaving  the 
enforcement  of  the    law  in   question   to. 
common  informers ;    a  singularity   from 
which  the  regulations  of  other  professions 
were  exempt.    In  modelling  his  new  Bill, 
therefore,  he  should  be  careful  to  reject 
informers  altogether;    to  whose  avarice, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
taking  into  consideration  the  inexperience 
and  unacquaintance  with  the  law,  of  many 
of  the  clergy,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
proper  longer  to   leave  them.    The  Bill 
would  be  ill  a  great  measure  explanatory, 
removing   certain  doubts   which  existed 
with  respect  to  the  present  law  ;   for  in- 
stance, it  would  remove  the  doubt  which 
bad  been  started  as  to  the  non-liability  of 
clergymen  holding  pluralities,  but  residing 
on  one  of  their  benefices.     It  was  evident, 
that  the    law   could  not  contemplate   a 
physical  impossibility,  and  this  the  Bill 
which  he  meant  to  introduce  would  dis- 
tinctly establish.     It  would  also  dispel  the 
apprehensions  which  had  arisen  from  the 
supposition   that  the   penalties  might  be 
levied  indefinitely  with  respect  to  time. 

I^ave  was  then  granted  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Excise  and  Customs.]  The  House 
having  resolved  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Excite  and  Custom  Duties, 

The  ChamxUor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
duration  by  law  of  several  of  ibese  duties ; 
viz.  six  months  after  the  termination  of 
the  war.  The  House  would  be  aware  of 
the  inconvenience  that  might  attend  the 
cessation  of  these  duties  at  an  open  period 
of  the  year,  when,  parliament  not  sitting, 
no  modified  continoatioo  of  any  of  tbem 
could  take  place,  if  necessiry.    It  was  bis 


intention,  therefore,  to  propose  that  the 
excise  duties  should  continue  in  force 
until  the  lOth  July  1815,  by  which  time 
parliament  would  be  enabled  to  take  the 
subject  into  consideration,  and  come  to 
such  a  decision  upon  it  as  might  seem  ex- 
pedient. It  was  his  intention  to  propose  a 
similar  measure  with  respect  to  the  cus- 
toms duties,  excepting  the  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels  clearing  out, 
or  on  eoods  exported  or  carried  coastwise. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  accordingly 
moved  two  Resolutions,  embodying  these 
regulations. 

Mr.  lyhiilfread  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  nothing  of  the 
Income  Tax.  Was  it  to  be  inferred  that 
that  tax  was  unequivocally  to  expire  on 
the  5th  of  April  next  ? 

The  ClianccUor  of  tlie  Exchequer  replied, 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  agitate  that 
subject  in  the  present  session.  There 
would  be  abundant  time  in  the  next  ses- 
sion for  parliament  to  determine  whether 
any,  or  what  part  of  that  tax  should 
continue  to  be  exacted. — He  added,  that 
it  was  a  question  which  must  depend  on 
circumstances  that  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  ;  for  instance,  the  progress  or  re- 
sult of  the  war  with  America. 

Election  Expences  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Election  Expences  Bill  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Douglas  moved  that  the  Speaker 
should  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  CalcT(\ft  would  not  object  to  the 
motion  \  but  declared,  that  unless  the  Bill 
should  come  from  the  committee  in  a  form 
very  difierent  from  that  which  it  then 
bore— unless  it  was  made  a  measure  of  re- 
gulation, not  of  disfranchisement,  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  it 
either  on  the  report,  or  on  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Martin  expressed  his  surprise,  that 
the  comprehensive  mind  of  the  hon« 
author  of  the  Bill  should  not  be  aware, 
that,  if  agreed  to,  it  must  occasion  a  mate- 
rial change  in  the  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment, by  excluding  in  a  great  measure 
non-resident  voters  from  an  election,  and 
leaving  it  entirely  in  the  bands  of  those 
who  were  lopal  and  resident.  The  whole 
measure  rested  on  an  unfounded  assump- 
tion; namely,  that  non-resident  voters^ 
who  received  from  a  candidate  the  expenca 
of  their  journey,  and  compensation  for 
their  loss  of  time,  must  necessarily  be  cor- 
rupt,   Nothing  could  be  more  umounded; 
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bribery  ?  tt  wa*  impowiUe  tot  m  candidaie 
to  har«  an  agent  reiidiog;  io  crery  place 
wbich  might  be  named  by  an  elector  ;  bow 
elae  could  be  know  that  an  elector  had  not 
come,  ai  be  himself  might  have  alleged, 
from  the  Lands-end  i  And  if  he  yielded  to 
each  demnnit  would  not  this  be  called  cor- 
roption  f  Gentlemen  talked  of  non-reii- 
dent  freeboldera  as  if  ihev  were  dUfran- 
cbiied,  in  conseqaence  of  their  nan>reii- 
dence.  This  waa  by  no  means'  so :  if 
perMns  having  votes  chose  Io  remove  froni 
the  place  where  they  were  entiilad  to  the 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  what 
was  it  but  saying  to  them,  if  they  chose 
to  remove  they  took  upon  ibemselves  the 
harden  of  reluming  to  the  exercise  of  their 
right  as  part  of  their  mercantile  specula- 
tion. If  the  rale  was  to  t>e  otherwise, 
seats  coold  only  be  contested  by  person* 
having  large  sums  of  money  in  iheir 
pockets.  He  (Mr.  Tierney)  recollected 
a  non-resident  elector,  who  pretended  to 
have  come  from  a  distance  to  vote  for  biro, 
refusing  lo  exerrite  his  elective  suflVage 
till  the  Hib  day;  he  obtained  from  bim 
hi*  expencei,  under  the  pretence  of  having 
come  to  vote  for  him,  and  then  retorned 
under  (he  colours  of  the  adverse  party. 
He  was,  ort  the  whole,  satisfied  that  non- 
rtiident  voters  had  no  common  view,  in 
the  interest  or  character  of  the  place  re- 
presenled,  with  the  resident  voters. 

Sir  Charlet  MoHck  said,  if  the  Amend- 
ments which  had  been  proposed  were  car- 
ried, he  should  oppose  ibe  farther  pro- 
gress of  die  Bill. 

Mr.  tFynn  considered  the  Amendment 
for  allowing  a  shilling  a  mile  travelling 
expencei  to  voters  as  extremely  repre- 
beiitible,  and  as,  in  fact,  tolerating  that 
very  system  of  corruption  which  it  was 
meant  to  correct — With  respect  to  the 
application  of  ihe  provision  of  the  Bill  to 
counties,  although  he  did  not  approve  of 
inch  an  extension,  yet  rather  than  the  Bill 
should  not  pass,  he  would  agree  to  that 
suggest  ion. 

Mr,  Proiheroe  agreed  to  the  extension  of 
the  Bill  to  counties,  but  disapproved  of  the 
proposed  allowance  of  expences. 

Sir  F.  Flood  would  vote  against  the  Bill, 
as  qaite  unnecessary. 

Alderman  C.  Smith  opposed  the  Bill, 
and  thooght  it  waa  introduced  at  the 
worst  possible  time. 

Sir/.  JVncporf  spoke  in  fsvoar  of  the 
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Bill. 

Mr.  H.  nornlm  contended,  that  the 
provisiora  of  the  Bill  did  not  go  (o  alter 


the  coDtiitutioD.  Tboae  who  covplaised 
of  innovation  were  generally  afraid  that 
too  mnch  democracy  would  be  iatro- 
daced.  In  cutting  off  a  numbar  of  on- 
worthy  voters,  as  it  was  now  proposed 
to  do,  they  rather  strengthened  the  aris- 
tocracy than  favoured  the  democracy  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Wrollnlty  felt  it  bis  duly  to  repeat 
his  objection  to  the  principle  of  ihis  Bill  ; 
but  being  in  a  cMnmitlee,  he  should  give 
bis  vote  for  the  introdoction  of  the  word 
"  county"  in  it. 

Sir  J.  Maciittoth  objected  to  the 
Amendments,  as  tending  lo  increase  the  . 
difficulties  which  the  Bill  bad  to  en- 
counter, to  multiply  its  opponents,  and  lo 
endanger  its  success.  The  principal  ob- 
jections that  came  from  a  friendly  qoarter, 
he  thought  might  be  obviated,  by  making 
an  alteration  in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill, 
and  by  adding  a  proviso  that  should  do 
away  all  doubts  as  to  the  coosiruciion  ef 
the  Treating  Act.  When  the  enacting 
clause  had  passed,  he  proposed  to  ofier 
these  additions  as  amendmenlt. 

Mr.  BathuTU  defended  the  Amendment 
he  hail  supported. 

A  division  took  place  on  the  Amcod* 
ment,  which  went  lo  introduce  the  word 
"  connty."  For  the  Amendmctit  30; 
against  it  5 — Majority  45,  The  otbnr- 
clauses  uf  the  Bill  were  then  passed.  Tb« 
House  reaamed,  and  ihe  Iteport  was  or* 
dered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

RspOaT   FROM   THE  COMMITTEB  OK   THB 

State  or  tbb  Gaols    of   the  City   of 
London,    &c.J       The   fullowiug    Report 
wa*  presented,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed  : 
The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  Gaol  of  Newgate,  and 
the  Poultry,    Giltspur-streel,   Ludgate, 
and  Borough  Compters  ;    and  to  report 
their    observations    thereupon,  ana    of 
any  improvement  which  may  he  practi- 
cable therein  ;     and    who    were    em- 
powered  to  report  the  Minates  of  the 
Evidence  taken   before    them,    to  the 
House ;— have  examined  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing Report; 

Your  Committee  find,  the  gaol  of  New*, 
gate,  aa  at  present  regvlaled,  ii  able  con- 
veniently to  hold  no  debtors,  and  SIT 
criminal  priaonera;  and  it  i a  the  opinion 
of  the  surgeon,  that  when  the  whole  bob* 
ber  exceeds  .lOO.greatdangareftafeclioiiB 
disorder  is  to  be  apprehended.    Go  April 
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the  5th»  it  conUined  160  debtors  and'  326 
criminals,  and  in  January  last  the  whole 
number  amounted  to  822. 

That  part  of  the  priion  which  is  appro- 
priated to  debtors,  is  divided  into  two 
yards ;  one  for  men,  and  one  for  women. 
Upon  that  for  the  men  are  three  baiiding*, 
called  the  Master's  Side,  the  Cabin  Side, 
and  the  Common  Side :  the  laiter  is  for 
the  poorest  description  of  debtors;  and 
for  admission  into  the  two  former,  a  fee  of 
three  shillings  is  paid  ;  and  the  prisoners 
in  them  share  in  none  of  the  charities,  but 
have  the  advantage  of  living  in  better  so- 
ciety. The  rooms  are  generally  about 
]5  (feet  wide,  and  from  23  to  36  feet  in 
length,  and  contain  in  each  of  them,  day 
and  night,  from  ten  to  fifteen  men,  when 
the  prison  is  not  crowded;  but  double  that 
number  have  been  occasionally  placed  in 
them.  One  room  is,  in  the  day-time,  ap- 
propriated to  work :  and  when  your  Com- 
mittee visited  the  prison,  they  found  there 
some  persons  industriously  employed.  For 
the  government  of  the  debtors,  the  keeper 
names  six  persons,  and  one  of  them  is 
elected  by  his  fellow*  prisoners  to  hold 
the  olTice  of  steward  of  the  prison.  In  the 
same  manner,  in  each  ward,  he  names 
three  persons,  one  of  whom  is,  by  the  in- 
habitanu  of  that  ward,  chosen  to  be  their 
steward.  It  is  the  business  of  the  steward 
of  the  prison  to  preserve  order,  to  see  the 
allowances  weighed,  and,  assisted  by  three 
auditors,  freely  chosen  by  the  prisoners,  to 
examine  the  poor»box,  and  to  aoperiiHend 
the  receipt  and  distribution  of  charities ; 
in  return  for  which,  he  receives  small  gra- 
tuities, and  an  additional  allowance  of 
provisions ;  and  similar  to  bis,  in  their 
subordinate  departments,  are  the  duties  of 
the  stewards  of  the  separate  wards.  These, 
and  other  regulations  for  the  preservation 
of  order,  and  management  of  the  debtors 
fund,  have  been  approved  of  by  the  alder- 
men and  judges. 

Misconduct,  in  any  prisoner,  is  pu- 
nished by  removal  to  what  is  called  the 
Disorderly  Ward,  which  is  locked  up  one 
hour  sooner  than  the  others ;  and,  if  that 
punishment  be  not  sufficient,  by  confine- 
ment in  a  cell.  The  doors  are  every 
morning  opened  at  eight  o^clock ;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  four  hours  on  Sun- 
day,  visitors  are  indiscriminately  admitted 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine  at 
night,  when  they  depart,  sometimes  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred. 

Wine  and  beer  are  sold  at  the  bar  of 
the. prison,  at  the  tame  price  as  in  the 


public  houses,  and  no  one  within  the  gaol 
is  entitled  to  any  profit  on  their  sale.  The 
quantity  which  each  prisoner  is  allowed 
to  purchase  is  no  otherwise  limited  than 
that  he  shall  not  have,  at  one  time,  more 
than  one  bottle  of  wine,  or  one  quait  of 
ale;  a  regulation  which  little  tends  to 
preserve  sobriety  and  order.  The  act  of 
parliament  against  the  introduction  of  spi- 
rituous liquors  is  conspicuously  hung  up^ 
and  all  pains  are  taken,  though  sometimes 
inefl'ectually,  to  see  that  it  is  enforced. 

No  beddinff  is  provided :  the  poorer 
description  of  prisoners  sleep  on  the 
boards,  between  two  rugs  given  by  the 
city  ;  those  who  can  afford  it  hire  beds  at 
sixpence  the  night,  from  persons  who 
carry  on  this  trafiic  with  the  prison.  The 
allowance  of  food  to  debtors  is  fourteen 
ounces  of  bread  a  day,  and  eight  stone  of 
meat  in  every  week,  divided  amongst  all ; 
but  as  this  quantity  never  varies  with  the 
numbers  in  aid  of  whose  subsistence  it  is 
given,  it  forms  a  very  precarious  addition  ; 
and  the  whole  allowance  is  barely  suffi- 
cient, without  the  assistance  of  their 
friends,  to  support  life.  The  manner  of 
distributing  the  bread,  which  is  given  on 
every  alternate  day,  is  liable  to  this  ob- 
jection, that  the  prisoner  is  tempted  on  the 
first  day  to  eat  the  allowance  which  is 
meant  also  to  support  him  on  the  second ; 
and  that  a  person  brought  to  prison  imme- 
diately after  the  hour  of  distribution,  re- 
ceives nothing  for  forty -eight  hours,  and 
may  be  six  days  without  receiving  any 
meat. 

■ 

To  the  debtors,  no  coals  or  candles,  no 
mops  or  pail's  are  given :  the  Master's 
Side  prisoners  provide  themselves  with 
these  necessaries ;  and  those  on  the  Com* 
nion  Side  are  able  to  procure  tbem  by 
subscription  and  garnish,  and  by  means  of 
various  charities  and  legacies.  Your 
Committee  feel  it  difficult  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  what  ought  to  be  the  allow* 
ance  made  to  debtors  for  their  comfort  and 
subsistence,  and  under  whiat  regulations  it 
ought  to  be  distributed.  It  is  not  fitting 
that  the  poorest  should  hardly  be  enabled^ 
by  their  allowance,  to  exist  without  the 
assistance  of  their  friends  ;  and  if  that 
should  be  wanting,  that  they  should  be  in 
part  sopporied  by  broken  meat  from 
taverns,  and  other  casual  and  trocertaia 
charities ;  nor  is  it  reasonable,  by  an  ample 
and  indiscriminate  distribution  of  bedding 
and  coals  and  provisions,  to  incur  expencn 
on  behalf  of  those  who  have  ability  to 
support  themselves  ftfid  by  too  eaay  a 
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subsistence,  to  leave  no  inducement  to  that 
industry,  which  it  ought  to  be  the  first 
object  in  every  prison  to  encourage.  It 
seems  then  that  a  full  allowance  ought  not 
to  be  general ;  it  ought'  only  to  be  given 
to  those  whose  necessity  cannot  be 
doubted,  and  who  are  content  to  live  on 
the  Common  Side  of  the  prison;  those 
who  are  on  the  Master's  Side  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  more  able  to  provide  for 
themselves;  and  even  on  each  of  these 
sides,  different  gradations  may  be  made, 
the  allowance  diminishing  as  the  accom- 
modation and  rooms  improve.  It  might 
be  made  conditional  too  upon  cleanliness, 
upon  attendance  at  chapel,  and  other 
good  conduct;  and  if  a  system  of  work 
were  established,  it  might  be  withheld 
fromtheidle. 

Some  deduction  might  also  be  made  from 
such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  entitled  to  the 
daily  payment  of  sixpence  from  their  cre- 
ditors; though  from  the  length  of  time 
for  which  that  payment  may  be  delayed, 
nnd  the  expence  of  obtaining  it  (which 
amounts  to  1/.  6s,)  it  is  received  by  few  : 
live  only  of  all  the  debtors  now  in  New- 
gate are  in  its  receipt. 

Garnish  is  demanded  from  all  the  pri- 
soners on  their  admission  to  prison,  and 
fees  on  their  discharge  :  the  garnish  is 
extorted  by  them  from  each  other,  and 
Taries,  in  the  dilferent  wards,  from  thir- 
teen shillings  to  one  guinea;  an  inability 
or  unwillingness  to  pay  it  is  punished  by 
keeping  the  defaulter  from  the  fire,  by  not 
allowing  him  to  partake  in  the  charities, 
and  by  other  means  of  annoyance.  It  is 
a  disgraceful  and  oppressive  custom,  and 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exist.  It  has 
been  abolished  in  all  the  well-regulated 
prisons  in  the  country ;  and  your  Com- 
mittee have  it  in  evidence  from  the  gaoler 
of  Newgate,  that  a  very  small  allowance 
as  a  compensation,  and  a  positive  order 
from  the  magistrates,  would  cure  this  e^l 
at  once. 

From  every  debtor,  those  of  the  Court 
of  Conscience  excepted,  a  fee  is  due  to 
the  sherifV  for  his  writ  of  liberate, 
amounting  in  Middlesex  to  4^.  6d.  for  the 
first  action,  and  2s,  6d,  for  every  other ; 
in  London  the  demand  is  rather  higher, 
and  beyond  this  he  may  be  further  im- 
prisoned until  6s,  \0d,  shall  have  been 
paid  to  the  gaoler,  and  2s,  to  the  turnkey  : 
and  your  Committee  indeed  regret  that 
any  right  should  exist,  by  law  or  by  cus- 
^  torn,  of  exacting  fees  from  prisoners  under 
these  or  indeed  any  circamstances.     But 
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when  the  debtor's  debt  is  paid,  or  when  he 
has  abandoned  his  property  to  hiscreditor» 
and,  destitute  of  every  thing  but  his 
clothes  and  the  instruments  of  his  trade, 
looks  forward  to  his  liberty,  it  seems  ud« 
reasonable  that  further  demands  should 
still  be  made  on  him',  and  that  his  libera** 
tion  may  yet  be  delayed  until  he  shall 
have  paid  this  new  debt,  arising  only  out 
of  the  satisfaction  of  all  his  former  debu. 
That  these  fees  have  not  been  always  ex- 
torted, nor  made  the  subject  of  fresh  im- 
prisonment, is  only  to  be  attributed  to 
charitable  institutions,  and  to  the  humanity 
of  the  gaoler,  whose  right  has  never  been 
enforced  against  the  poor  and  unassisted. 
But  your  Committee  feel,  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  present  gaoler  is  no  security 
for  the  conduct  of  his  successors,  and  that 
this  power  of  oppression  ought  not  to 
exist. 

The  female  Debtors  Side  is  subject  to 
similar  regulations  with  that  of  the  men* 
but  it  is  less  crowded,  and  appeared  per- 
fectly clean  and  well  managed. 

The  Criminal  Side  of  Newgate  contains 
six  yards;  1st.  The  press  yard,  for  pri- 
soners under  sentence  of  death,  to  which 
are  attached  fifteen  cells,  each  about  nine 
feet  long  by  seven  wide.  By  the  rale  of 
the  prison,  which  is  however  much  re- 
laxed, the  prisoners  are  locked  up  in  their 
cells  from  two  in  the  afternoon  till  nine  in 
the  morning.  Two  prisoners  are  gene- 
rally, for  the  sake  of  society,  and  in  some 
cases  to  prevent  suicide,  put  into  each 
cell;  though  it  has  frequently  happened, 
from  delay  in  making  the  report,  that  the 
numbers  have  so  accumulated  as  to  make 
it  necessary  to  confine  three  together. 
They  have,  with  the  exception  of  those 
condemned  for  murder,  the  same  allow- 
ance with  the  other  prisoners,  and  are 
permitted  to  purchase  what  wine  or  beer 
they  please.  Their  friends  are  allowed 
freely  to  visit  them  between  the  hours  of 
twelve  and  two;  and  every  proper  atten- 
tion appears  to  be  paid  them.  The  ordi- 
nary attends  them  every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  after  sentence ;  and,  after  the 
order  for  execution,  every  day  :  such  as 
are  dissenters  are  permitted  to  see  minis- 
ters of  their  own  tenets;  and  a  Roman 
catholic  clergyman  is  very  properly  paid 
by  the  city  for  attending  on  such  as  are  of 
his  persuasion.  On  the  Sunday  before 
the  execution,  all  the  prisoners  under 
sentence  of  death,  and  who  are  of  the 
Church  of  England,  are  obliged  to  attend 
dif  iue  service  ;  they  are  placed  in  an  open 
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pew  in  the  centre  of  the  chape] ;  and  pre* 
TJuus  i(h  an  execution,  a  black  coffin  is 
placed  on  the  table  before  thenu  Your 
Committee  feel  this  exposure  of  the  con- 
demned persons  to  be  cruel  and  unneces- 
sary ;  and  it  is  consequently  stated  to  have 
this  bad  effect,  that  it  induces  many  to 
profess  dissenting  tenets,  to  avoid  the 
being  thus  held  up  to  public  view,  in  this 
]ast  awful  situation ;  and  in  general  only 
the  most  hardened  consent  so  to  appear. 

In  consequence  of  the  Report  in  1811  of 
the  Committee  on  Penitentiary  Houses, 
some  attempt  has  been  made  to  separate 
the  tried  from  the  untried  prisoners ;  and 
the  yard  called  the  Chapel  Yard  is  appro- 
priated to  such  as  are  charged  \^th  fe- 
lony, and  to  such  as  have  been  convicted 
or  are  charged  with  misdemeanors.  It  is 
calculated  to  hold  in  five  wards  seventy 
prisoners,  and  contained,  on  April  4th, 
seventy-eight.  Those  in  custody  for  mis- 
demeanors sleep  in  a  different  ward  from 
those  committed  on  a  suspicion  of  felony, 
though  in  the  day-time  they  mingle  in 
the  same  yard.  The  rooms  throughout 
the  prison  are  fifteen  feet  wide,  but  vary 
in  length.  On  one  side  of  them  the  floor 
is  a  little  raised  in  an  inclined  plane,  on 
the  top  of  which  is  a  beam  ;  and  on  these 
boards  the  prisoners  sleep,  the  beam  serv- 
ing for  a  pillow;  no  beds  are  given,  but 
each  prisoner  has  two  rugs:  and  the  al- 
lowance of  room,  when  the  prison  has  only 
such  a  number  as  can  be  conveniently 
lodged,  is  one  foot  and  a  half  to  each  per- 
son ;  when,  as  has  been  frequently  the 
case,  nearly  double  the  convenient  ntmi- 
beris  placed  in  a  ward,  they  sleep  in  the 
same  crowded  situation  on  each  side  of 
the  room,  the  whole  floor  being  covered, 
with  the  exception  of  a  passage  in  the 
middle.  In  the  classification  of  the  dif- 
ferent descriptions  of  prisoners  it  has  been 
usual,  and  such  a  system  is  sanctioned  by 
the  legislature  in  the  Act  24  Geo.  3,  c.  54, 
to  confine  together  all  persons  convicted 
of  misdemeanors.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee  this  classification  is  far  from 
just.  He  who  has  committed  a  common 
assault  ought  not  to  be  made  the  compa- 
nion of  the  perjured  or  the  fraudulent,  and 
still  less  of  those  who  are  committed  for 
attempts  at  the  most  abominable  crimes. 
And  in  the  same  class  with  all  these  the 
libellist  is  also  included,  who  is  frequently 
a  man  of  feeling  and  education,  and 
whose  crime,  however  dangerous  and  re- 
prehensible, seldom  carries  with  it  into  so- 
ciety that  degree  of  disgrace  which  should 
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subject  the  offender  to  be  placed  on  a 
level  with  the  more  profligate  criminala 
above  alluded  to.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  this  gaol,  whilst  the  classifica* 
tion  of  crimes  is  so  little  observed,  is  not 
fit  for  the  confinement  of  persons  convicted 
of  libel.  Prisoners  for  misdemeanors 
are  not  in  itons,  but  all  the  others  are,  ex- 
cept such  as  have  deserved  to  be  freed 
from  them  by  long  good  behaviour; 
they  are  considered  to  be  necessary  as  a 
mark  to  distinguish  the  prisoners  from 
strangiers.  But  if  this  intercourse  with 
visitors  were  more  limited,  or  permitted  onlr 
through  a  grating,  the  irons  might,  with 
perfect  safety,  be  discontinued.  In  the 
middle  yard  are  confined  persons  under 
sentence  of  transportation,  and  convicted 
of  felony ;  their  number  in  April  was 
eighty-two  :  and  it  will  conveniently  hold 
eighty.  It  is  to  the  great  delay  which 
frequently  occurs  in  the  removal  of  per* 
sons  under  such  sentences,  that  tha 
crowded  state  of  Newgate  has  frequently 
been  owing.  By  a  return  to  your  Com- 
mittee it  appears,  that  their  numbers  are 
very  seldom  less  than  100,  and  that  at  one 
time,  in  December  last,  they  amounted  to 
256.  This  delay  is  one  of  the  main 
causes  of  all  the  inconveuiencles  felt  in  the 
prison,  and  very  great  good  would  at  once 
result  from  the  early  and  regular  removal 
of  the  transports. 

The  Master's  Side  will  contain  seventy 
persons,  but  is  seldom  full ;  it  has  novr 
forty-nine.  Prisoners  for  every  crime^ 
and  of  every  description,  liable  only  to 
removal  for  misconduct,  may  be  admitted 
to  it,  on  the  payment  of  ]3«.  6d.  and  2s.  6i. 
per  week  fur  the  use  of  a  bed.  Their 
treatment  differs  little  from  that  of  the 
other  prisoners,  except  that  they  partake 
of  no  charities,  and  are  in  better  society. 
They  are,  as  much  as  possible,  in  their 
rooms,  placed  in  different  classes,  but  all 
meet  in  the  common  yard.  Similar  regu* 
lations  prevail  in  what  is  called  the  6tate 
Side,  which  is  for  a  still  better  description 
of  prisoners,  and  the  fee  for  admission  to 
which  is  two  guineas,  and  a  rent  oC 
10^.  fid.  for  a  single  bed,  and  7«.  when 
two  sleep  in  one  bed.  It  has  accommo* 
dation  for  fofty,  and  contains  now  twenty 
prisoners.  The  women's  yards,  with 
cells  and  infirmary,  are  calculated  for 
seventy  persons:  seventy-five,  with  fif- 
teen children,  were,  on  April  4th,  confined 
in  it;  and  in  January  last,  130  were,  at 
one  time,  crowded  together,  of  all  ages« 
of  all  descriptions,  tried  and  untried ;  and 
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even  those  under  sentence  of  death  are 
«ot  removed,  till  the  order  for  their  exe- 
cution comes  down.  Amongst  them  are 
DOW  two  girls  of  thirteen,  one  of  twelve, 
and  one  of  ten  years  old,  exposed  to  all 
the  contagion  of  profligacy  which  must 
prevail  in  this  part  of  the  prison.  A 
division  is  here  also  made  for  Master's 
Side  prisoners,  for  admission  to  which 
a  fee  of  I3s»  6d,  is  paid ;  but  they 
and  the  others  have  but  one  common 
yard,  which  is  extremely  narrow  and 
inconvenient.  Amongst  the  women,  no 
Tisitors,  except  in  the  instance  of  very 
near  relations,  are  admitted  ;  an  inter- 
course between  them  and  their  friends 
takes  place  through  an  iron  railing.  Into 
every  other  part  of  the  prison  vi«:»;^„*  are 
allowed  to  r*^*:.  j-  at  any  hoiir,  irom  nine 
o'clori;  ;,ji  dusk,  but  may  only  depart  at 
ijtated  times.  Coals,  and  mops  and 
brooms,  are  nearly  to  a  sufficient  quantity 
supplied  to  the  Criminal  Side  of  Newgate ; 
and  the  allowance  of  food  is,  in  a  small 
degree,  better  than  that  to  the  debtors ; 
but  it  is  not  sufficient  properly  to  support 
life,  without  the  assistance  of  friends,  and 
casual  charity;  and^  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  it  ought  to  be  increased. 
It  is  hard  to  leave  in  dependence  on  their 
friends,  men,  many  of  whom  are  commit- 
ted to  prison  only  on  suspicion  of  crimes, 
taken  too  from  their  trades,  and  placed  in 
a  prison  in  which  hardly  any  fiacilities  for 
work  are  afforded;  whilst  their  families 
are  deprived  of  thai  assistance  on  which 
|hey  have  been  accustomed  to  depend. 
A  very  small  increase  of  allowance  would 
perfectly  support  them,  and  at  the  same 
time  render  unnecessary  the  unlimited 
concourse  of  visitors,  by  which  it  is  to  be 
feared  the  order  and  regularity  becoming 
a  prison  are  much  impaired.  From  all 
the  criminals,  with  the  exception  only  of 
those  on  the  State  Side,  garnish  is  exacted, 
liable  to  the  same  objections  as  have  been 
already  stated  against  it ;  and  from  them 
loo  fees  are  due,  on  particular  occasions, 
to  the  keeper.  Every  convicted  felon,  on 
his  discharge,  after  a  term  of  imprison- 
ment, pays  ISj.  ]0(^.  though  about  again 
to  try  the  world,  under  all  the  disadvan- 
tages of  ruined  character  •and  circum- 
stances, and  the  bad  habits,  and  sometimes 
bad  health,  contracted  during  a  long  resi- 
dence in  a  prison.  Other  fees  are  exacted 
on  pardons,  and  from  persons  convicted  of 
misdemeanors;  every  one  of  which  your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be 
abolished ;  and  tbey  ar^  glad  to  fiad^  that 
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a  resolution  to  that  efi^ct  passed  the  com- 
mon council  in  1810,  though  it  i^Dot  yet 
acted  upon.  Acquitted  prisoners  are,  as 
by  law  entitled,  discharged  on  the  moment 
of  their  acquittal;  frequently  at  a  late 
hour,  and  sometimes  without  money, 
without  friends,  and  without  a  habitation 
in  London  ;  and  instances  have,  in  conse- 
quence, been  known  of  their  being  brought 
back  again  on  the  same  day,  on  a  fresh 
charge,  to  Newgate.  Those  against 
whom  no  bill  is  found,  are  discharged  in 
the  morning;  and  the  females  have  re- 
ceived one  shilling  each  from  a  private 
charity.  From  the  want  of  room,  and  the 
danger  of  permitting  the  use  of  some  tools, 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  work,  ibe 
^•^isoners  are  but  little  employed  ;  but  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  keeper,  that  the  best 
results  would  be  derived  from  fitting  up  a 
yard  for  the  purpose  of  work,  and  giving 
other  encouragements.  The  increaseil  al- 
lowance suggested  by  your  Comraittea 
should,  if  such  a  system  were  well  regu- 
lated, by  giving  only  to  the  industrious,  and 
the  earnings  be  suffered  to  accumulate, 
either  for  the  families  of  the  prisoners 
during  their  confinement,  or  for  their  as- 
sistance upon  leaving  the  prison. 

Four  lunatics  are  now  confined  in  New- 
gate ;  two  of  them  separately,  but  two 
with  the  other  prisoners,  one  of  whom 
would,  but  for  his  insanity,  have  been 
convicted  of  murder.  This  is  a  practice 
against  which  a  resolution  of  the  common 
council  was  passed  four  years  ago,  but 
which  still  unfortunately  continues  to 
exist ;  but  it  is  hoped,  that  when  the  new 
Bedlam  is  finished,  they  will  be  all  re- 
moved. 

The  keeper  of  Newgate  receives  a  sa- 
lary of  450/.  in  addition  to  which  all  the 
fees  and  rents  are  paid  to  him,  and  from 
this  fund  he  pays  the  servants  of  the  pri- 
son; abofe  which  expencean  income  re- 
mains to  himself  of  from  600i,  to  1,000/. 
a  year,  which  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  too  great  for  an  office  of 
such  difficulties  and  responsibility;  but 
they  greatly  object  to  the  manner  in 
which  that  salary  is  paid.  No  part  of  a 
gaoler's  income  ought  to  be  exacted  from 
his  prisoners.  Such  an  income,  frequent- 
ly ill  paid,  to  a  humane  gaoler,  leavea 
him  also  too  much  open  to  the  imputation 
of  harshness,  whilst  it  gives  to  a'banh 
gaoler  a  power  of  oppression ;  it  alio 
leads  to  the  employment  of  too  small  a 
number,  and  an  inferior  description  of 
servants.    The  fees  ought  all  to  be  abo* 
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lifthed  ;    and   whatever  rents  it  may  be 
thought    proper   to   preserve,    to  be  ac- 
counted for,  the  gaoler  receiving  a  fixed 
salary.     Your   Committee    cannot    leave 
this  part  of  the  subject  without  stating, 
that  they  believe  Mr.  Newman  to  be  con- 
scientiously attentive  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  humane  in  their  performance. 
The    medical    department   is  under  Mr. 
Box,  who  receives  a  salary  of  150/.  in  ad- 
dition to  which  he  is  repaid  by  the  city  for 
any  quantity  of  medicines  he  may  use. 
There  are  three  infirmaries ;  one  for  the 
male  debtors ;  one  fur  the  male  and  one 
for  the  female  criminals.     No  apartment 
has  been  set  aside  for  sick  female  debtors, 
and  one  has  very  rarely  been  wanted.     A 
man  on  each  side  is  chosen  by  the  sur- 
geon from  the  best  educated  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  employed  daily  to  go  round 
the  prison,  and  to  examine  and  report  all 
the  sick,  who  are  immediately  removed  to 
the  infirmary,  and  liberally  furnished  with 
attendance,  and  every  thing  which  can  be 
necessary.    Mr.  Box  states,  that  since  his 
appointment  in  1»02,  no  fatal  case  of  in- 
fectious disease  has  occurred.     Pulmonary 
complaints  are  the  most  difficult  of  cure 
in  this  and  every  other  gaol ;   but  Mr. 
Box  has  not  observed  any  disorder  to  be 
unusually  prevalent.    The  average  yearly 
number  of  deaths    since   1802   has  been 
only    nine;    and    your    Committee  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  libe- 
rality of  the  city,  and  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Box  to  this  department.     They  have  only 
one  remark  to  make  ;    namely,   that    it 
would  be  satisfactory   if   every  prisoner 
committed  to  Newgate,  before  be  is  al- 
lowed to  mingle  with  the  other  prisoners, 
were  to  undergo  a  medical   examination. 
It  is  a  precaution  observed  in  all  well* go- 
verned   prisons,    and    seems  particularly 
called  for  in  one  so  apparently  exposed  to 
infection  as  Newgate. 

The  ordinary.  Dr.  Forde,  receives  a  sa- 
lary of  *250L  and  is  provided  with  a  house. 
He  states  the  attendance  at  chapel, 
which  is  entirely  voluntary,  to  be  far  from 
regular,  and  his  congregation  frequently 
inattentive  and  disorderly.  The  diflff  rent 
classes  of  prisoners  are  all  within  view  of 
each  other;  and  before  the  service  be- 
gins, conversations  take  place  between 
the  men  and  women,  and  every  sort  of 
noisa  prevails.  The  keeper  himself  never 
attends ;  when  on  every  ground  of  giving 
a  good  example,  and  preserving  due  de- 
corum by  bis  authority,  he  ought  if  possi- 
ble never  to  be  abaeni  i  and  bat  three  or 


four  of  the  turnkeys  are  present,  and  at* 
tempt  very  insufficiently  to  preserve  or- 
der. No  clerk  is  appointed  to  lead- the 
prisoners  in  their  responses,  and  much 
inconvenience  is  felt  by  such  a  congrega* 
tion  from  the  want  of  this  guidance.  Ibe 
sacrament  is  never  administered,  except 
to  the  condemned.  Beyond  his  attend- 
ance in  chapel,  and  on  those  who  are  sen- 
tenced to  death.  Dr.  Forde  feels  but  few 
duties  to  be  attached  to  his  office.  He 
knows  nothing  of  the  state  of  morals  in 
the  prison ;  he  never  sees  any  of  the  pri- 
soners in  private ;  though  fourteen  boys 
and  girls,  from  nine  to  thirteen  years  old, 
were  in  April  last  in  Newgate,  he  does 
not  consider  any  attention  to  them  a  point 
of  his  duty;  he  never  knows  that  any 
have  been  sick,  till  he  gets  a  warning  to 
attend  their  funeral ;  and  does  not  go  to 
the  infirmary,  for  it  is  not  in  his  instruc* 
tions. 

Most  of  the  evils  and  inconveniences  of 
Newgate  have  proceeded  from  its  being 
in  extent  wholly  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  intended ;  and  the 
attention  of  the  common  council  being 
called  to  it  in  1810,  bv  a  letter  to  them 
from  sir  Richard  Phillips,  a  committee  to 
enquire  was  appointed,  which  produced 
a  valuable  report  and  several  beneficial 
resolutions,  and  among  them  one  for  the 
building  of  a  new  prison  for  the  reception 
of  debtors.  This  building  is  to  receive 
the  debtors  also  of  Giltspur  street,  the 
Poultry  and  Ludgate  compters,  and  is  in  a 
state  of  much  forwardness ;  hopes  are  en- 
^tertained  that  it  will  be  fit  for  the  recep* 
tion  of  prisoners  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
Newgate  will  then  only  contain  such  per- 
sons as  have  received  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  and  the  commitments  from  the  dif- 
ferent compters  and  the  county  prison, 
previously  to  every  sessions  held  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  This  will  give  room  lor  that 
attention  to  the  comfort,  morals,  and  in- 
dustry of  the  prisoners,  which,  in  the  pre- 
sent crowded  state  of  the  prison,  is  hardly 
practicable;  for  their  comfort,  with  in- 
creased space,  an  increased  allowance  and 
l>edding  are  at>solutely  necessary ;  and 
their  moral  conduct  will  best  be  improved 
by  a  minute  classification  of  ages,  sexes, 
and  offences,  and  by  affording  every  fa- 
cility of  employment ;  perhaps  this  last 
object  might  t>e  forwarded  by  giving  a 
room  towards  the  street,  where  articles 
manufactured  by  the  prisoners  mi((ht  be 
ofiRsred  for  sale.  Many  of  the  magibtratea 
of  the  citv  appear,  to  your  Committee,  to 
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be  active  and  frequent  in  their  visits  to 
this  and  the  other  gaols,  and  reports 
froni  them  appear  to  find  a  ready 
attfntion  from  the  committee  of  city 
lands ;  but  a  siill  more  attentive  and  vigi- 
lant jtystem  of  mspection,  by  regular  meet- 
ings held  at  the  prison,  would,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  your  Committee,  be  highly  bene- 
ficial. It  would  be  useful  to  have  books 
Icept,  in  which  the  surgeon  and  gaoler 
night  enter  the  occurrences  in  their  se- 
Teral  departments ;  and  one  in  which  the 
visiting  m  gistrates  might  write  their  re- 
narks,  as  a  guide  for  their  conduct,  and 
that  of  their  successors.  The  opinion  of 
Mr.  Howard  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
appointment  also  of  one  of  the  superin- 
tending magistrates  to  act  solely  as  an  in- 
spector; and  where  the  gaols  are  so  nu- 
nerous  and  extensive  as  in  London,  this 
opinion  seems  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. Your  Committee  cannot  better  state 
his  duties,  than  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Howard  :— "  The  inspector  should  make 
bis  visits  once  in  a  week,  or  at  most  in  a 
fortnight,  changing  his  days.  He  should 
take  with  him  a  memorandum  of  all  the 
rules,  and  enquire  into  the  observance  or 
neglect  of  them.  He  should  (as  is  done 
in  some  of  our  hospitals)  look  into  every 
room,  to  see  if  it  be  clean,  &c.  He  should 
cpeak  with  every  prisoner,  hear  all  com- 
^  I>laint8,  and  immediately  correct  what  he 
£nd8  manifestly  wrong;  what  he  doubts 
of  he  may  refer  to  his  brethren  in  office, 
at  their  next  meeting.  A  good  gaoler 
tvill  be  pleased  with  this  scrutiny;  it  will 
do  him  honour  and  confirm  him  in  his  sta- 
tion. To  a  less  worthy  gaoler  the  exami- 
nation is  more  needful,  in  order  to  his 
t)eing  reprimanded,  and,  if  he  be  incorrigi- 
ble, to  his  being  discharged.'' 

Criminals  apprehended  in  the  western 
district  of  London  are  committed  to  the 
Giltspur-street  Compter  for  trial,  and  those 
from  the  eastern  district  to  the  Poultry 
Compter.  Debtors  arrested  in  the  two 
districts  are  alternately  put  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  gaolers  of  these  two  compters; 
and  all  from  amongst  them  who  are  free- 
nen  or  widows  of  freemen  of  London, 
nay,  at  their  own  choice,  be  removed  to  a 
third  prison,  called  the  Ludgate  Compter. 
Since  ISO^,  when  the  old  Poultry 
Compter  appeared  to  be  too  much  out  of 
repair  to  be  any  longer  used  at  a  prison, 
the  debtors  and  felons  of  both  districts 
have  been  kept,  with  the  exception  of  a 
abort  period  when  their  numbers  were  too 
greats  in  the  Giitapor-ntreet  Compter,  and 
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the  night  charges  only  taken,  to  the  old 
Poultry.  These  three  Compters  are  now 
under  one  roof,  and  are  kept  by  two 
gaolers.  The  Giltspur-street  and  Ludgate 
prisoners  are  under  Mr.  Teague,  and  the 
Poultry  prisoners  under  Mr.  Kirby.  Lud- 
gate is  divided  from  the  rest  of  the  build* 
ing,  and  has  a  separate  entrance;  but  the 
Giltspur-street  and  Poultry  prisoners  are 
in  many  instances  mingled  together.  The 
two  classes  of  male  debtors  sleep  in  sepa- 
rate wards,  but  have  one  common  yard  ; 
the  female  debtors  live  entirely  together, 
so  do  the  female  criminals  and  the  Mas- 
ter's Side  criminals  ;  but  on  the  Common 
Side  they  are  separated,  according  to  the 
district  from  which  they  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  even  where  they  are  mixed, 
one  of  the  gaolers  has  no  authority  over 
the  prisoners  of  the  other;  all  which 
forms  a  very  uselessly  complicated  arrange- 
ment. The  prison  is  calculated  conve- 
niently to  contain  89  debtors  and  56  cri- 
minals; and  at  the  beginning  of  April  it 
held  68  debtors  and  55  criminals.  The 
proper  number  has  occasionally  been  ex* 
ceeded,  but  never  in  a  degree  to  be  com-* 
pared  with  Newgate ;  and  the  prisoners 
here  are  in  general  much  better  provided 
for  than  in  that  prison.  To  each  class  of 
debtors  a  day-room  is  supplied,  in  which 
no  one  sleeps  ;  the  bed- room  is  furnished 
with  bedsteads ;  and  to  each  prisoner  is 
given  two  rugs,  and  a  canvass  ticking  filled 
with  straw,  which  is  changed  whenever  it 
is  requisite. 

The  allowance  is  ten  ounces  of  bread  a 
dsy*  given  on  every  alternate  day,  and 
six  pound  of  potatoes  weekly  for  each 
prisoner ;  In  addition  to  which  the  sberififs 
give  seven  stone  of  meat,  distributed  on 
every  Saturday,  amongst  the  whole  num- 
ber of  each  class.  Mops  and  brooms,  but 
no  coals  and  candles,  are  allowed  by  the 
city ;  the  coals  are  bought  from  garnish 
and  subscriptions,  and  the  produce  of  the 
charities,  which  amount,  in  the  Poultry,  to 
76/.  and  in  Giltspur-street,  to  52L  a  year  ; 
besides  which  they  have  occasional  dona« 
tions  of  coals  and  provisions  from  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  others;  The  allow- 
ance of  bread  is  very  properly  withheld 
from  such  as  are  not  cleanly  in  their  per* 
sons,  and  that  of  meat  from  those  who  do 
not  attend  divine  service;  exception! 
being  made  iii  favonr  of  Catholics  and 
Jews.  These  and  other  rules  were  ap- 
proved of  by  three  aldermen  and  three  of 
the  judges,  and  are  unexceptionable. 

The  Criminal  Side  is  divided  into  cell» 
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of  about  eight  feet  square,  containing 
generally  two  and  occasionally  three,  and 
sometimes  even  four  prisoners ;  and  their 
division  into  small  numbers,  contributes 
much  to  the  good  order  of  the  prison. 
The  criminals  are  allovired  10  ounces  of 
bread  daily  and  six  pounds  of  potatoes, 
but  no  meat ;  an  allowance  which  is  cer- 
tainly very  insufficient.  To  every  cell  a 
canvass  tick  is  given,  and  two  rugs  to  each 
prisoner,  and  each  yard  is  well  supplied 
with  water;  but  that  for  the  Giltspur- 
street  men  criminals  is  much  too  con* 
tracted,  and  the  day-rooms  are  generally 
very  small  and  inconvenient.  That  which 
is  n)ost  objectionable  in  the  prison,  is  the 
want  of  proper  classification.  Your  Com- 
mittee found  in  it,  with  much  regret,  two 
men  committed  for  not  being  able  to  give 
security  in  a  charge  of  bastardy,  and  one 
for  a  common  assault  and  unable  to  find 
bail,  confined  in  the  same  yard  with  men 
charged  with  felony ;  and  obliged  every 
night  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  with  two  of 
these  their  fellow-prisoners.  A  person  so 
committed  for  bastardy,  approaches  much 
nearer  to  a  debtor  than  to  a  felon ;  his 
person  is  kept  as  a  security  to  the  parish 
for  a  debt  due  to  it ;  and  it  is  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice,  to  subject  him 
to  the  shame  and  contagion  of  such  igno- 
Diinious  society. 

Similar  remarks  will  apply  to  the  case 
of  a  person  committed  to  prison,  on  a 
charge  so  little  ronnt*c»ed  with  disgrace 
as  that  for  a  common  assault.  The  person 
whom  your  Committee  found  so  impri- 
soned, had  been  sent  to  ^aol  af'er  the 
January  sessions  ;  the  bill  against  him 
was  found  at  the  February  sessions  ;  and 
though  he  was  anxious  at  that  time  to  take 
his  trial,  it  was  poHiponed  to  the  sessions 
following  :  for  it  is  the  practice  in  the 
city  of  London  not  to  try  a  mi -demeanor  at 
the  sessions  in  which  the  hiil  is  found. 
This  practice  may  be  productive  of  much 
hardship;  and  your  CummittcTe  strongly 
recommend  that  it  be  altered,  at  least  as 
far  as  regards  prisoners  not  able  to  find 
bail,  and  giving  notice  to  their  prosecu- 
tors, of  their  wish  to  proceed  to  trial.  It 
would  too  be  greatly  advantageous  if,  in- 
stead of  dividing  the  yards  by  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  city  of  London,  the  distinction 
were  drawn  between  felonies  and  inferior 
offences.  Though  intoxication  is  pro- 
hibited, the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  pur- 
chase what  wine  and  beer  they  please. 
Beer  and  tobacco  are  sold  by  the  turnkeys, 
who  act  at  agenu  for  the  publicans,  and 
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receive  a  remuneration  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  which  they  sell.  This  prac- 
tice, which  has  no  place  in  Newgate, 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
to  be  discontinued  here.  No  servant  of 
the  prison  should  profit  by  that  which 
may  promote  disorder  amongst  the  pri- 
soners. 

A  fee  of  14^.  8d,  is  paid  for  admission 
to  the  Master's  Side,  and  Ss,  6d»  a  week  for 
a  bed.  Other  fees  are  also  payable  here 
on  discharges,  which  are  liable  to  all  the 
objections  already  urged  against  fees  in 
general :  but  one  amongst  them  is  more 
than  usually  objectionable;  it  is  the  fee. 
of  3«.  6d.  payable  by  night  charges,  when 
discharged  before  a  magistrate.  A  per- 
son  is  taken  up  at  night  on  suspicion,  he 
passes  the  night  in  a  gaol,  the  suspicion  is 
in  the  morning  proved  to  be  groundless, 
and  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  for  his  libera* 
tion.  All  fees  on  acquittal  are  abolished 
by  act  of  parliament ;  surely  in  cases 
where  no  ground  even  exists  for  proceed- 
ing to  trial,  none  ought  to  be  exacted. 
The  keepers  of  these  compters  are  paid 
annually  each  2H0L  (Mr.  Teague  receiT- 
ing  200/.  additional  as  keeper  of  Ludgate,) 
besides  receiving,  as  in  Newgate,  the  fees 
and  rents,  out  of  which  they  pay  their 
servants.  A  fixed  salary  would  here  also 
be  preferable.  They  both  appeared  to  be 
attentive  to  their  duties.  Your  Committee, 
on  visiting  the  prison,  found  no  appear- 
ance of  ill  health  ;  and  the  infirmary 
seemed  furnished  with  every  thing  that 
could  be  necessary ;  but  as  the  surgeon 
bad  been  very  newly  appointed,  they  did 
not  examine  him.  The  chapel  is  de- 
scribed as  being  extremely  well  attended, 
part  of  the  allowance  being  withheld  from 
such  as  neglect  that  duty.  A  clerk  is  ap- 
pointed, and  paid  by  the  city  ;  and  the 
service  is  performed  by  Mr.  Davies,  who 
has  been  thirty-four  years  chaplain  to  the 
prison.  When  younger,  and  in  good 
health,  he  found  himself  of  much  use  in 
frequently  visiting  the  prisoners  on  week 
days,  and  in  conversing  with  and  advising 
them  in  private ;  but  he  is  now  seventy- 
two  years  of  age,  and  afilieted  with  an 
asthma,  which  compels  him  generally  to 
reside  in  the  country,  and  he  is  only  able 
to  perform  the  Sunday's  duty ;  and  your 
Committee  hope  that  the  city  will,  from  bit 
age  and  service,  consider  him  entitled  to  . 
such  a  pension  as  may  enable  him  to  leave 
his  oflSce  to  be  filled  by  a  more  active 
successor. 

Ludgate  is  a  prison  only  for  debton  who 
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made  with  the  neighbouring  inhabitants, 
that  no  part  of  the  prison  ghail  front  Red- 
cross-street ;  bat  hopes  are  entertained 
that  space  may  be  obtained  in  another  di- 
rection. The  building  is  not  fire- proof, 
and  is  otherwise  faulty,  in  haVing  the 
gaoler's  house  placed  at  one  extremity, 
from  which  the  access  to  some  parts  of  the 
prison  is  distant  and  inconrenient.  The 
rooms,  toOy  are  many  of  them  too  large  ; 
a  greater  number  of  small  rooms  would 
tend  not  only  to  the  comfort,  but  to  the 
order  also  of  those  confined  in  them. 
Your  Committee  object,  too,  to  the  various 
subdivisions  which  are  thought  necessary. 
The  separation,  perhaps,  of  the  freemen  of 
London  might  be  properly  continued ; 
but  no  reason  exists  for  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  '  Giltspur-street  and  Poultry 
debtors.  It  formerly  depended  upon 
choice,  and  now  only  on  the  alternate  ar- 
rests ;  and  it  materially  straitens  the  space, 
already  too  narrow  for  air  and  exercise. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  May  10. 

Civile  Liberty.]  Earl  Stanhope  .said, 
there  were  two  Bills  on  their  lordships' 
table  which  he  had  introduced ;  and 
as  there  were  peers  present  who  did 
not  hear  him  when  he  described  their  na- 
ture and  tendency,  he  should  now  just 
state,  that  one  of  these  Bills  was  entitled, 
"  An  Act  for  the  better  protection  of  poor 
debtors;"  and  the  object  of  it  was  to  pre- 
Tent  attornies,  who  proceeded  to  recover 
small  sums,  and  who  run  up  the  costs,  from 
imprisoning  the  person  on  account  of  the 
swelled  costs.  The  other,  was  *'  An  Act 
to  prevent  arrest  under  mesne  process," 
which  was  contrary  to  Magna  Charta,  by 
which  a  man  could  not  be  imprisoned,  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law  of 

the  land ;  whereas,  by  the  present  law  of  j  by  their  meritorious  services,  by  their  in- 
arrest,  any  man  might  be  imprisoned  by    terchange  of  good  offices,  by  their  extent 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved,  that  it 
be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow, 
and  that  the  Lords  be  summoned.*— Or • 
dered. — Royal  messages  were  also  deli- 
vered by  the  noble  earl  in  the  cases  of 
lords  Lynedock,  Hill,  and  Beresford ; 
which  were,  with  the  foregoing,  teve«* 
rally  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow. 

Earl    Grey's    Motion   for   an    Aor 

DRESS    TO    THE   PrINCB    RbOENT    RESPECT* 

iNG  THE  Blockade  of  Norway.]  Earl 
Grey  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  as  follows  :-— 
In  times  like  these,  my  lords,  marked 
by  so  many  extraordinary  transactions, 
fraught  with  so  many  vicissitudes,  and  re- 
plete with  so  many  dangers,  whose  auspi- 
cious termination  is,  I  trust,  about  to  re« 
establish  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  even 
in  this  eventful  period,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  bring  before  your  lordships  a 
question  of  greater  importance,  one  mora 
intimately  connected  with  all  those  prin- 
ciples  of  justice  and  honour  which  esta« 
blish  the  security  of  nations,  than  that  to 
which  I  now  mean  to  solicit  your  lordships' 
attention.  Every  maxim  of  good  policy 
— every  maxim  of  political  and  moral  jnt* 
tice,  all  those  feelings  which  are  imprinted 
on  the  hearts  of  men  by  the  nnerring 
hand  of  divine  troth,  before  they  are  trans- 
ferred into  our  public  codes  of  legislatioOj 
all  these  must  be  deliberately  considered 
by  your  lordships  this  night,  ere  yon  de- 
cide upon  the  fate  of  Norway,  ere  yon  de- 
termine her  rights  as  a  nation,  ere  yon  dis- 
pose of  the  destiny,  perhaps  the  existence, 
of  her  people.  And  what  people  is  it, 
whose  tate  you  are  thus  to  decided — A 
people  who  have  never  done  yon  any 
wrong,  who  have  never  injured  any  of 
your  interests;  a  people  who  are  known 
to  you  only  by  their  virtuous  character. 


the  oath  of  an  Atheistical  rascal.— He  now 
gave  notice,  that  he  should  move  the  se- 
cond reading  of  these  two  Bills  to-morrow 
se'nnight;  for  which  day  he  moved  that 
the  Lords  be  summoned.— Ordered. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
THE  Duica  OF  Wellington.]  The  Earl 
of  Liverpool  presented  a  Message  from  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent ;  for  a 
copy  of  which,  see  this  day's  proceedings 
of  the  Commons. 

The  Message  having  been  as  osnal  read 
again  by  the  clerk. 


sion  of  your  commercial  relations,  and  by 
their  constant  and  unremitting  discharge 
of  all  those  duties  which  constitute  the 
moral  greatness  and  happiness  of  a  nation. 
—I  will  not  do  your  lordships  the  injustice 
to  suppose  that  it  is  necessary  to  bespeak 
your  patient  and  impartial  attention  to 
this  subject,  still  less  to  suspect  that  yon 
can  be  disinclined  to  the  consideration  of 
it  at  all.  I  shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  lay 
before  you  those  views  of  it  which  I  enter- 
tain, and  which,  if  adopted  by  your  lord- 
ships in  your  decision  this  night,  may  be 
sumcient  ground  to  induce  yon  to  coolrol 
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the  executive  gofemment  in  what  may 
appear  contrary  to  sound  policy,  contrary 
to  th»t  which  is  essentially  characteristic 
of  all  sound  policy,  justice,  or  which  is  in- 
compatible with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  British  crown.     There  is  one  thing, 
however,  which  I  wish  to  premise.     It 
cannot  be  necessary  to  recal  your  lord- 
ships'  attention  to   the   treaty    that  was 
signed  with  Sweden  last  year,  which  was 
laid  before  your  lordships,  and  which  your 
lordships  sanctioned,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  which  was  made  to  it  by  myself 
and  some  of  my  friends.     It  may  be  pre- 
judice, it  may  be  obstinacy,  or  it  may  be 
ignorance  in  me;    but  the  opinion  I  then 
expressed  I  still  retain  in  its  fullest  extent; 
I  still  think  that  British  policy  never  sus- 
tained a  deeper  shock,  the  British  charac- 
ter never  received  a  deeper  stain  than  in 
that  transaction.     I  do  nut  wish  that  you 
should  retrace  3'OQr  steps,  or  recal  a  sanc- 
tion, which,  perhaps,  it  is  no  longer  in 
your  power  to  withhold— neither   do    I 
with  you  to  recommend  any  evasion  of 
stipulations,  or  to  escape  any  conditions, 
to   the  performance   of  which   the  good 
faith    and    honour    of   the    country    are 
pledged,  however  much  it  might  be  wished 
that  such  obligations  had  never  been  con* 
tracted.    I  know  how  weak  my  influence 
is  io  this  House,  and  that  whatever  I  may 
possess,  litile  as  it  is,  depends  upon  the 
credit,  I  trust,  I  have  in  it  for  sincerity  and 
candour;  but  I  will  say,  that  there  is  no 
iodocement  on  earth  would  urge  me  to 
persuade  you  to  recede  from  objects  which 
are  stipulated  and  secured  by  the  solemn 
guarantee  of  treaties.    I  am  incapable  of 
pleading  for  such  a  cause  by  any  trick  of 
argument,  or  any  subtleties  of  distinction ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  that  under  a  fair 
construction  of  the  Swedish  Treaty,  we 
have  contracted  an  engagement  of  assisting 
by  the  co-operation  of  force  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Norway  ;  if  that  can  be  shewn ;  if 
it  can  be  shewn  thatuhe  conditions  agreed 
to,  require  us  now  to  act,  and  that  the  mea* 
■ures  taken  to  blockade  Norway  can  be 
justified  by  honour  and  justice ;  then,  my 
lords,  I  cail  upon  you  to  reject  the  motion 
1  propose  to  submit  to  you.     But,  on  the 
contrary,  if  it  shall  appear  that  you  have 
contracted  no  such  engagement,  that  while 
yoar  good   faith  remains  free  and    un« 
tottched,  the  measures  you  are  pursuing 
mre  in  direct  violation  of  national  honour, 
of  social  rights,  and  of  political  justice ; 
why  then,  1  hope  I  ihall  not  plead  in  vain 
Al  a  moment  like  tho  proM»W  whoa  all 
(  VOL.  XXVIt ) 


these  principles  are  acknowledged  and  re- 
spected in  the  great  questions  that  are  i|ow 
under  discussion,  as  ailecting  the  whole  of 
Europe. 

The  subjects  which  naturally  present 
themselves  for  your  lordships'  com^idera* 
tion  are. 

First,  Whether  under  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  Treaty  with  Sweden  such  obli<« 
gations  can  be  urged  as  must  be  contended 
for  to  justify  the  measures  that  are  noir 
pursuing ; 

Secondly,  Whether  the  obligations 
theof^lves  are  such  as  can  be  vindicated, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of 
th^  law  of  nations,  and  the  political  rights 
of  mankind ; 

Thirdly,  Whether  the  kii^  of  Sweden* 
by  the  faithful  performance  of  his  part  of 
the  contract,  was  entitled  to  call  upon  tis 
for  the  full  discharge  of  our  part  of  it ; 
and. 

Lastly,  Whether  the  maxims  of  soimd 
policy  could  justify  such  measures  as  are 
now  pursuing  with  regard  to  Norway. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  question  of  con* 
struction  merely,  and  here  it  will  be  ne« 
cessary  to  refer  to  the  Treaty  of  last  year, 
to  carry   back  our  recollections   to   tha 
period  when  it  was  framed,  to  the  objecta 
contemplated  at  the  time,  and  to  the  ex- 
planations given  of    it    by  the  frameri 
themselves ;  that  is,  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters.    It  will  be  unnecessary  to  recal  to 
your   lordships  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  Treaty  was  entered  into.     The 
invasion  of  Russia  had  taken  place :  an  in- 
vasion which  characterised,  more  than  any 
other  event  I  can  remember,  tbat  system 
of  violence  and  injustice  pursued  by  the 
late  government  of  France,  and  whicn  baa 
recently  been  so  nobly  revenged  in  the 
way  that  led  to  the  present  aospicioas  situa- 
tion of  public  affairs  in  Europe.     We  ac- 
ceded to  the  terms  of  a  Treaty  concluded 
between  Russia  and  Sweden,  by  which  we 
agreed,  provided  Sweden  performed  cer- 
tain conditions,  not  to  oppose  the  annexa- 
tion of  Norway  to  Sweden,  but  to  i^ie  our 
good  offices  in  obtaining  tbat  annexation, 
and  even  to  employ  force  for  the  purpose, 
if   necessary.       Upon    what    conditions, 
however,  did  the  employment  of  force  de- 
pend? Force  was  not  to  be  employed  unless 
the  king  of  Denmark  refused  to  join  the 
northern  alliance.     If,  therefore,  by  the 
co-operation  of  force  we  made  the  king  of 
Denmark  join  the  allied  powers,  then  we 
accomplished  all  that  we  undertook,  and 
every  stipulation  was  thus  fulfilled*    This, 
(3D) 
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and  this  alone,  was  what  we  specifically 
undertook.    As  to  what  might  be  the  sob- 
sequent  condition  of  the  people  of  Nor- 
way, it  formed  no  part  of  our  engager 
ments  ;    we  did  not  guarantee  the  peace- 
able possession  of  the  country  by  Sweden. 
I  wish  your  lordships'  attention  to  be  par- 
ticularly fixed  upon  this ;  because,  in  the 
Treaty  between  Sweden  and  Russia,  the 
possession  is  guaranteed,  while  it  is  ex- 
cepted and  excluded  in  our  Treaty  with 
Sweden.    It  cannot,  therefore,    be  con- 
tended, that  we  are  bound  to  any  such 
guarantee  ;    and  with  regard  to  the  mere 
construction  of  the  Treaty,  the  case  is  clear 
and  distinct.    But  I  should   be  sorry  to 
stop  here :   I  should  be  sorry  to  rest  upon 
any  judgment  of  my  own,  when  so  much 
higher  authorities  are  within  my  reach, 
and  which  amply  support  my  construc- 
tion.    I  have,  I  say,  the  authority  of  the 
firamers  of  the  Treaty  themselves :  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  are  my  authorities.     And 
here  I  beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  re- 
fer to  a  paper  which,  for  reasons  that  I  am 
unacquainted  with,  has  not  yet  found  its 
way  to  the  public  eye,  in  the  usual  course 
of  such  documents.     In  the  Treaty  signed 
with  Denmark  on  the  1 4th  of  last  January, 
I  find,  in  the  tenth  article,  the  following 
declaration :— "  Whereas  bis  Danish  ma- 
jesty, in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  this 
day  concluded  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
has  to  his  said  majesty  ceded  Norway  for 
a  certain  provided  indemnity  ;    his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  who  thus  has  seen  his  en- 
gagements contracted  with  Sweden  in  this 
respect  fulfilled,  promises,  &c.''     Here  is 
an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  those 
who  framed  the  Treaty,  that  the  cession  of 
Norway  by  Denmark  (I  shall  say  a  word 
or  two  presently   upon  its  validity  and 
execution)  was  a  complete  fulfilment  on 
our  part  of  the  conditions  which  we  had 
stipulated.     But  the  question  does  not  ever 
rest  here.    I  have  referred  your  lordships 
to  what  passed  last  year,  when  the  terms 
of  the  Swedish  Treaty  were  discussed.     It 
will  be  remembered  that  questions  arose, 
and  doubts  were  stated  by  myself  and 
others,  as  to  the  extent  of  our  engage- 
ments with  regard  to  ensuring  the  peace- 
able possession  of  Norway  and  Guada- 
loupe ;    and   it   was  answered,    that  .no 
guarantee  of  their  peaceable  possession 
waa  either  expressed  or  implied.    In  ano- 
ther place^  my  lords^  I  have  also,  in  sup- 
port of  my  argument,  the  authority  of  that 
particular    minister    (lord    Castlereagh) 
^htit  ptcoUar  daty  it  it  to  watcb  over 


our  foreign  relations,  and  whose  authority, 
if  there  can  be  any  difference  of  weight 
between  the  authority  of  one  minister  and 
another,  is  most  entitled  to  prevail.     He, 
in  reply  to  some  questions  that  were  asked, 
expressed  his  surprise  in  the  first  place, 
that  any  one  could  be  so  unacquainted 
with  the  nature  of  publip  treaties,  as  to 
imagine  that  any  guarantee  could  be  con- 
tracted which  was  not  expressed ;  and  in 
the  second,  declared,  that  no  guarantee 
was  contracted  with  Sweden  for  the  peace- 
able possession  of  Norway.    Why,  then, 
if  this  be  correct,  and  from  the  manner  of 
the  noble  lord  opposite  he  seems  to  assent 
to  it,  I  call  upon  you,  my  lords,  to  declare 
whether  the  cession  of  Norway  to  Sweden 
was  not  the  only  object  in  view,  and  not 
the  securing  its  peaceable  possession.     I 
do  say,  therefore,  that  I  think  a  plainer 
.  case  upon  the  construction  of  a  treaty 
never  exis^d,  and  that  we  are  fettered  by- 
no  such  obligation  as  that  by  which  tha 
blockade  of  Norway  is  now  defended.—- 
The  employment  of  force,  as  I  have  al- 
ready shewn,  was  made  to  depend  upon 
the   performance   or  non-performance  of 
certain  things  by  Denmark ;  and  even  if 
force  were  resorted  to,  it  was  to  be  nsed 
with  every  possible  regard  to  the  comfort 
and  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norway ! 
—At  what  a  moment,  too,  are  we  noir 
called  upon  to  co-operate  with  Sweden  in 
forcing  the  Norwegians  to  submission  ?. 
After  Denmark  has  acceded  to  the  northern 
alliance  ;  when  her  troops  have  marched 
in  support  of  the  common  cause ;  and  when 
she  has  not  only  ceded  Norway,  as  far  aa 
she  could  cede  it,  but  has  fulfilled  that 
condition  upon  the  refusal  of  which  the 
co-operation  of  force  was  distinctly  made 
to  depend.     Upon  the  question  of  con- 
struction, therefore,  if  it  rested  upon  that 
ground  only,    I  think  a  clearer  case  is 
made  out  than  was  ever  submitted  to  par- 
liament.    But  there  are  other  grounds. 
When    there    is   any    thing  ambigaons, 
nothing  is  more  obvious,  than  that  where 
two  meanings  are  contended  for,  the  one 
lawful  and  the  other  not,  we  are  bound  in 
any  case,  and  especially  in  a  doobtfol 
case,  to  do  that  which  is  lawful.     But 
when  we  come  to  consider  a  question  of 
right,  and  whether  this  is  an  oblieation 
which  we  did  or  can  contract,  I  maintain 
that  it  is  fundamentally  void,  as  contrary 
to  the  most  acknowledged  principles  it 
law  and  justice.    I  speak  in  the  hearing 
of  lawyers,  who  are  not  nnofed  to  subtle- 
tiei  of  distinctioQf  nor  to  those  eranona 
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which  they  so  often  defeat;  and  I  ask 
them,  whether  any  indifidaal,  seeking  the 
fulfilment  of  a  contract  depending  upon 
an  unlawful  obligation,  would  be  listened 
to  in  a  court  of  justice  ?  He  would  be  told, 
and  justly  told,  that  his  loss  was  his  own 
fault ;  the  consequence  of  his  own  dis- 
honesty,  in  attempting  to  evade  those 
moral  ties  which  are  binding  upon  every 
man  of  honour.  This  would  be  the  Ian- 
guage  of  the  law,  with  regard  to  indivi- 
duals; and,  my  lords,  amongst  nations, 
though  there  is  no  such  superior  tribunal 
to  appeal  to,  yet  the  principles  are  the 
•ame  in  the  one  case  and  the  other,  whe- 
ther between  individuals  or  between  states. 
No  matter  to  what  degree  the  impunity  of 
power  may  silence  the  claims  of  right,  its 
nature  cannot  be  altered ;  it  is  equally 
sacred,  equally  important,  and  is  equally 
to  be  recognised  in  every  attempt  to  pro- 
tect the  weak  against  the  strong.  Let  us 
examine  now,  what  are  the  rights  of  kings 
in  relation  to  their  subjects.  If  the  ques- 
tion atood  upon  that  single  foundation, 
the  common  advantages  and  the  common 
consent  of  the  people,  if  it  were  limited  by 
that  condition  which  imposes  the  mutual 
obligation  of  allegiance  and  protection, 
it  would  be  easily  decided.  The  rights  of 
the  sovereign  over  his  subjects  are  not  the 
rights  of  property  ;  they  do  not  confer  the 
privilege  of  transferring  them  from  one 
owner  to  another,  like  cattle  attached  to 
the  soil.  If  this  were  all  we  had  to  con- 
sider, I,  in  speak  in  e  to  a  British  House  of 
Parliament,  speaking  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  at  an  era  like  the  present, 
should  only  need  to  state  the  principle, 
and  obtain  its  sanction  by  universal  accla- 
mation. His  Majesty  sits  on  the  throne  in 
virtue  of  the  recognition  of  this  funda- 
mental principle  ;  we  stand  here,  and  en- 
joy freedom  of  speech,  upon  its  basis,  that 
a  prince  using  his  power  to  the  injury  of 
bis  people,  or,  in  the  words  of  our  ances- 
tors, having  been  guilty  of  violating  the 
original  compact  between  the  sovereign 
and  the  people,  forfeits  his  right  to  the 
crown.  If  James,  instead  of  invading  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject  in  the 
way  he  did,  had  meditated  the  monstroiu 
scheme  of  transferring  the  people  of  this 
country  to  the  jurisdiction  and  possession 
of  a  foreign  power,  would  that  have  been 
considered  a  less  crime  against  the  general 
rights  of  mankind,  or  a  less  infringement 
upon  that  compact  by  which  kings  reign 
and  subjects  obey  ? 
Tba  king  of  Denmark,   his  lordship 


contended,  had  no  right  to  alienate  the 
sovereignty  of  Norway  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  people.  He  might  withdraw, 
himself  from  their  protection,  he  might 
absolve  them  from  their  allegiance  to  him, 
but  he  had  no  right  to  transfer  that  alle- 
giance to  any  other  state ;  it  became  then 
the  right  of  the  people  to  decide  to  whom 
their  allegiance  should  be  given.  Was  it 
necessary  for  him  to  quote  authorities  in 
support  of  this  doctrine,  which  was  up- 
held by  the  first  principles  of  natural 
right  and  justice  ?  I^  however,  authorities 
in  support  of  so  plain  and  clear  a  principle 
were  to  be  considered  requisite,  the  best 
writers  upon  public  law  were  undoubtedly 
on  that  side.  His  lordship  here  read 
passages  from  Grotius,  Puffendorfi)  and 
Vattel,  all  clearly  maintaining  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  sovereign  of  a  state  could 
not  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the  people  ; 
that  he  might,  in  case  of  necessity,  with- 
draw his  ffarrisons  from  their  towns»  and 
give  up  all  claim  to  their  obedience ;  but 
that  it  then  rested  with  the  people  to  de- 
termine to  whom  they  would  submit  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  suggested  on  the  other 
side,  that  there  was  a  difference  between 
a  sovereignty  and  a  patrimony.  Nothing, 
however,  could  be  found  in  these  writers 
to  render  this  question  at  all  clear ;  and 
the  notes  on  Grotius  shewed  its  absurdity, 
by  stating  the  reasoning  in  a  circle,  whick 
was  alone  applied  to  it,  namely,  that  a  pm* 
trimony  was  a  state  or  dependency  which 
might  be  transferred,  although  an  integral 
state  could  not.  Upon  this  point,  how* 
ever,  there  could  be  no  doubt  with  regard 
to  Norway,  that  the  king  of  Denmark 
was  the  sovereign,  and  not  the  proprietor, 
and  therefore  had  no  right  to  transfer  the 
allegiance  of  the  people.  Norway,  in 
the  earlier  period  of  its  history,  was,  like 
England,  divided  into  many  petty  states, 
which  were  subsequently  all  united  under, 
the  dominion  of  Harold  Harfage.  Much 
division  afterwards  arose  in  consequence 
of  the  claims  of  his  numerous  family. 
They  were  at  length  united  with  Denmark, 
under  Canute  the  Great.  Subsequently 
Norway  belonged  sometimes  to  Sweden 
and  sometimes  to  Denmark,  with  intervals 
of  independence;  but  ultimately,  about 
the  year  13dO,  was  united  to  the  latter  by 
the  marriage  of  the  king  of  Norway  to  the 
heiress  of  Denmark.  It  was,  however, 
only  united  under  one  sovereignty,  the 
states  of  Norway  being  an  independent 
legislature,  as  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
was  before  the  Union  of  that  kingdom  to 
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Great  Britain.  Norway  was,  therefore, 
an  integrally  independent  state.  Ihstanees 
of  transfers  of  territory  were  noticed  m 
the  writers  whom  he  had  quoted,  such  as 
Franche  Comte  and  Lotrain,  diid  fitfs  in 
Germany  ;  but  in  none  of  them  was  there 
any  instance  given  of  the  transfer  of  ah 
integrally  independent  state  without  the 
consent  of  the  people.  Cases  might  also 
be  mentioned  of  the  transfer  of  colonies 
and  dependencies,  such  as  Martinique  and 
Giiadaloupe ;  but  none  of  these  had  any 
bearing  whatever  upoti  the  question,  nor 
in  these  ifistances  had  any  opposition  been 
made  by  the  people  transferred.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  no  argument  of  this 
kind,  which  referred  merely  to  colonies 
and  dependencies,  would  be  brought  for- 
ward as  an  endeavour  to  justify  the  at- 
tempt to  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the 
whole  people  of  an  independent  state, 
without  their  consent,  an  attempt  made  in 
contradiction  to  the  established  maxims  of 
public  law,  and  the  first  principles  of  right 
and  jastfce.  To  try  the  effect,  as  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  of  attempting  to  force  the 
people  of  Nonfiay  to  submit,  they  need 
only  look  back  to  an  event  within  the  re- 
collection of  many  of  their  lordships,  the 
subjugation  of  Corsica  by  France  :  who 
was  there  that  thooght  of  justifying  the 
conduct  of  France  towards  Corsica  ?  who 
was  there  that  dreamed  of  stigmatizing 
the  opposition  of  the  people  of  Corsica  to 
the  onjust  pretensions  of  France,  as  rebel- 
lious ?  And  was  it  to  be  supposed,  that  an 
attempt  to  compel  by  force  the  people  of 
Norway  to  submit  to  the  domination  of  a 
foreigner  would  not  be  viewed  by  all  iftan- 
kind  with  feelings  of  detestation  ?  In  what 
light  was  the  project  of  Edward  the  fkst, 
upon  Scotland,  and  the  means  he  took  to 
carry  it  into  execution,  viewed  by  impar- 
tial posterity,  and  justly  stigmatized  by 
the  historian ;  means  which  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  those  recently  used  with 
regard  to  Spain.  Edward  having  got  into 
his  power  Baliol,  the  claimant  to  the 
Scottish  crown,  forced  him  to  sign  an  ab- 
solute renunciation  of  all  his  claims ;  and 
then  endeavoured  to  compel,  by  force  of 
arms,  the  people  of  Scotland  to  submit  to 
hfs  sway  ?  Who  was  there  that  now  stig- 
matized Wallace  as  a  traitor  for  defending 
his  country  against  the  unjust  pretension** 
of  Edward?  who  was  there  that  did  not 
consider  the  execution  of  that  hero  as  a 
foul  stain  upon  the  character  of  the  great- 
est captain  of  his  age,  which  obscored  all 
^e  glories  of  4ns  reign  ? 
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«  fleets,  wba  ha>e  «ritb  Wallace  Ued, 
Soots,  whom  Bmce  baa  often  led. 
Welcome  to  your  gory  bed , 

Or  to  victory!" 

Who  was  there  that  heard  these  lines  wbo 
did  not  feel  his  heart  beat  high  with  tbe 
fervour  of  patriotism,  who  did  not  feel  his 
muscles  dilate  with  sensations  of  extasy  m% 
the  patriotic  sentiments  manifested  by  a 
whole  people  in  defence  of  their  inde* 
pendence  ?  The  same  spirit  was  displayed 
by  the  Scottish  barons  io  their  Declare* 
tion.  The  same  principle  was  also  ac- 
knowledged by  the  French  king,  when  the 
Pope  declared  this  kingdom  forfeited,  and 
transferred  it  to  him ;  who  stated,  that  it 
could  not  be  transferred  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  barons  of  England.  When  the 
cession  likewise  of  some  parts  of  Franco 
was  made  by  Richard  2,  the  people  re* 
sisted  it,  upon  the  ground  that  ttiere  exist* 
ed  no  right  to  transfer  their  allegiance* 
Every  thing,  therefore,  clearly  proved  tbe 
principle,  that  no  sovereign  possessed  a 
right  to  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the 
people  over  whom  he  ruled — a  principle 
distinctly  understood  and  distinctly  recog- 
nised— a  principle  founded  in  natoral 
right  and  justice,  and  supported  as  such 
by  every  writer  of  any  authority  upon 
public  law.  The  king  of  Denmark  hid 
done  all  that  we  were  by  treaty  bound  to 
assist  in  compelling  him  to  do,  namely,  to 
cede  the  kingdom  of  Norway ;  to  transfer 
the  allegiance  of  the  people  was  beyond 
his  power-— was  what  he  had  no  right  to 
do,  and  what  therefore  no  country  bad- 
any  right  to  interfere  to  bring  about  by 
compulsion,  where  no  legal  power  existed 
to  make  the  demand. 

He  now  came  to  the  third  part  of  hh 
subject,  the  assistance  furnished  by  Sweden 
to  the  common  cause,  in  pursuance  of 
treaty  ;  and  had  the  papers  be  moved  for 
contained  the  information  which  the 
House  had  a  right  to  expect,  he  believed 
he  should  have  been  able  to  have  proved 
as  plainly  as  the  other  parts  of  the  subject, 
that  Sweden  had  not  fulfilled  the  oblige* 
tfons  she  had  contracted  by  treaty,  and 
therefore  had  no  riglit  to  call  opon  this 
country  to  fnlfil  hers.— The  papers,  how* 
ever,  laid  upon  the  table  did  notafibrd  the 
requisite  information:  they  were  vacfie, 
dtnd,  with  alt  respect  to  the  <]oarter  m>m 
whence  they  came,  he  mint  say  they  did 
not  give  a  correct  statement.  A  paper 
from  the  Foreign-office,  dated  May  €, 
stated,  that  by  a  dispatch  fronrfidWard 
Thornton,  esq.  his  Majesty'is  envoy'  t# 
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Sivcdefi,  dated  the  prectding  Jone,  il  ap- 
peared ttiat  30,095  Sw^edish  troops  were 
employed  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
with  lonte  other  detachments,  and  in* 
eluding  the  landsturtn  of  Pomerania;  and 
no  other  information  was  given.  It  had 
been  said,  that  those  who  attempted  im- 
position should  have  good  memories ;  and 
it  seemed  that  those  who  produced  this 
paper  had  ftM-gotteo  a  paper  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table  last  session,  dated  in 
June,  and  in  which  it  was  stated  by  the 
latest  advices  it  appeared,  that  28,000 
Swedish  troops  had  landed  at  Stralsond. 
By  the  continent  of  £urope  could  only 
be  meant  tlie  theatre  of  war  in  Germany, 
and  not  their  being  landed  at  Stralsand. 
Had  the  Foreign*office  no  information 
upon  a  subject  upon  which,  of  all  others, 
they  ought  to  hare  been  informed,  par- 
ticularly as  he  observed  that  two  pay- 
ments of  the  subsidy,  of  lOOiOOO/.  and 
150,000/.  had  been  made,  in  March  and 
June  last ;  or  did  they  intend  to  deceive 
the  House  and  the  country  ? 

Has  the  Foreign-office  had  no  informa- 
tion respecting  the  number  of  Swedish 
troops  actually  in  the  field  to  co-operate 
with  the  allies  ?  Has  Sweden  ever  fulfilled 
the  contract  to  which  she  was  pledged  by 
her  treaty  with  this  country  ?  Have  sir 
Charles  Stewart  and  Mr.  Thornton  ever 
stated  in  their  dispatches  the  non -per- 
formance of  that  contract?  Has  Sweden 
ever  acted  with  effect  in  aid  of  the  com- 
mon cause  ?  I  should  wish  to  have  that 
gallant  veteran,  general  Blacher,  exa- 
mined before  your  lordships  upon  this 
subject.  Even  after  the  battle  of  Bautzen» 
when  the  cause  of  Europe  appeared  to 
ha^e  been  lost,  when,  in  effect,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  extravagance  and  folly  of  the 
individual  whose  power  was  now  no  more, 
the  object  of  the  allies  might  have  been 
defeated,  Sweden  had  not  a  man  in  the  field, 
or  in  progress  to  the  field,  althoo|(h  her 
treaty  with  this  country,  in  which  she  en- 
gaged to  supply  her  contingent,  was  sign* 
ed  in  the  preceding  month  of  March. 
Nay,  Ao  late  as  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  I  adr, 
whether  sir  Charles  Stewart  did  not  com- 
municate to  ministers,  thai  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Sweden  had  failed  in  executing 
the  engagements  of  his  government  ?  and 
I  will  ask  still  further,  what  has  the  Crown 
.Prince  done  since  the  battle  of  Leipsic  ? 
Has  he  made  a  single  movement  favour- 
able to  the  main  object  of  the  allies?  Did 
the  Prince  move  to  support  the  allies  in 
their  attack  npon  FrMce?-^!^.    When 
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it  was  stated  last  year*  as  an  objection  to 
the  treaty  with  Sweden,  that  the  promise 
respecting  Norway  was  likely  to  defeat 
the  ob^t  of  that  treaty,  from  the  probable 
disposition  of  Sweden  to  give  its  folicitnde 
for  Norway  a  priority  to  the  common 
view  of  the  allies,  ministers  entirely  dia* 
carded  any  such  apprehension.  But  what 
has  been  the  results— why,  that  the  Crown 
Prince,  instead  of  joining  the  allies  against 
the  common  enemy,  directed  his  first  at* 
tacks  against  Dtnmark,  with  a  view  to  the 
possession  of  Norway.  In  January  last 
Denmark  agreed,  by  treaty,  to  cede  Nor- 
way to  Sweden,  and  what  then—why  that 
while,  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  rivers  of  blood  were  flowiof  in 
France,  the  Crown  Prince  moved  not  a 
single  soldier  to  act  with  ihe  allies.  Not 
a  movement  indeed  was  made  by  that 
Prince  in  conjunction  with  the  allies,  until 
the  16th  of  April,  when  he  thought  proper 
to  visit  Paris.  Here  the  noble  earl  read 
an  article  from  a  paper  published  at 
Liege,  which  had,  he  said,  all  the  cha- 
racter of  a  demi-official  docnment.  In 
this  article  it  was  stated,  that  every  body 
was  surprised  at  the  inactivity  of  the 
Crown  Prince  while  the  allies  were  preas- 
ing  upon  France ;  but  that  the  fact  was^ 
this  Prince  htd  not  been  equitably  treated, 
by  the  allies  having  declined,  notwitli- 
standing  his  solicitation  as  a  member  of 
the  confederacy,  to  admit  a  Swedish  mi- 
nister at  the  Congress  of  Cbatillon ;  an)l 
the  Hanseatic  legion,* which  was  pro* 
mised  to  act  under  the  direction  of  this 
Prince,  having  been  transferred  to  the 
command  of  general  Bulow.  For  what 
reason  ttien,  said  the  noble  lord,  was  this 
legion,  if  the  statement  be  tree,  transferred 
to  general  Bulow,  if  theCrown  Prince  were 
not  suspected  of  an  indisposition  to  employ 
the  force  under  his  orders  in  support  «f 
the  comnron  cause  of  the  allies  I  But  whe- 
ther this  statement  were  right  or  wrong, 
and  it  could  not  at  the  time  be  safely  pub- 
lished in  a  Liege  Journal  without  some  an- 
thority ;  the  fact  is,  that  the  Swedish 
army  remained  inactive — that  it  took  no 
part  vthatever  with  the  allies  umil  the  ob- 
ject of  the  war  was  attained,  when  the 
Crown  Prince  proceeded  to  Paris  to  *^y 
a  participation  of  the  triumph,  ihis 
prince  then  having  so  failed  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  engagements  by  treaty 
with  this  country,  can  the  British  govern- 
ment he  called*  upon  to  perform  its  part 
of  the  treaty,  and  especially  a  part  of  to 
odious   a  nature  as  inrolTet  the  nee  ef 


779]        HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  Earl  Grey's  Motion  rt^Mmg  the 

force  to  reduce  an  independent  and  gallant 
people  to  submit  to  a  foreign  state — a  part, 
the  fulfilment  of  which  is,  as  I  have  shewn, 
contrary  to  all  the  es,tablished  principles  of 
public  law,  of  acknowledged  morality,  of 
common  justice,  and  natural  right  ?  I  call 
4]pon  ministers  to  explain  the  motives  of 
their  conduct.  I  stand  upon  the  strong 
ground  of  justice.  I  have  established  the 
position  as  firmly  as  any  moral  reasoning 
can  be  reduced  to  the  precision  of  mathe- 
matical certainty,  that  we  have  no  right 
to  force  the  Norwegians  to  submit  to 
Sweden.  I  think  also  1  have  demonstrated 
to  the  satisfaction  of  every  candid  mind, 
that  Sweden  has  failed  in  her  engagements 
to  this  country  ;  and  that,  having  so  failed, 
•he  is  not  entitled  to  call  upon  our  go- 
vernment to  perform  its  part  of  the  treaty 
in  which  those  engagements  were  con- 
cluded. I  have  shewn  that  the  perform- 
ance of  our  part  of  this  treaty  in  the  way 
proposed,  and  now  acted  upon,  is  contrary 
to  justice  and  morality ;  but  I  maintain 
farther,  that  it  is  equally  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  true  policy.  Upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Swedish  Treaty  last  year,  it 
was  argued,  that  it  was  politic  to  increase 
the  strength  of  our  ally,  Sweden,  by  the 
annexation  of  Norway ;  while  the  grant 
of  some  German  possessions  to  Denmark 
was  the  best  mode  of  inducing  her  to  feel 
a  common  interest  with  the  allies,  and  of 
codrse  with  us.  But  thai  argument  coald 
now  have  no  material  weight,  while  the 
increase  of  the  strength  of  Sweden  coold 
not  be  deemed  wise,  with  any  view  to  per- 
manent policy.  For  under  every  consi- 
deration of  probability,  Sweden  will  still 
incline  to  France.  She  is  still  jealous  of 
Russia ;  of  that  power  with  which,  as  it 
has  always  been  my  opinion,  and  as  re- 
cent events  must  have  clearly  demon- 
strated, it  is  the  peculiar  interest  of  this 
country  to  ^cultivate  a  friendly  and  inti- 
mate connection.  Is  it  then  wise  to 
strengthen  the  power  of  Sweden  ?  For  not- 
withstanding all  that  has  recently  occurred 
—notwithstanding  the  restoration  of  the 
ancient  dynasty,  which,  no  doubt,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  holds  out  a  fair 
prospect  of  long  repose  and  amity  with 
France,  yet  he  must  be  a  very  sanguine 
politician  who  calculates  that  the  old 
nvalship  and  jealousy  of  France  with  re- 
spect to  this  country  are  likely  to  expire. 
Indeed,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  measures 
are  in  progresa  which  threaten  the  increase 
and  inflammation  of  that  national  jealousy. 
At  thaie  measurei  I  think  it  proper  only 
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to  hint  for  the  present.  I  do  not,  indeed, 
feel  it  necessary  to  be  distinct  upon  the 
subject ;  but  I  would  advise  ministers  to 
avoid  every  measure  likely  to  irritate  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  France,  and  to 
endeavour  by  all  the  means  in  their  power 
to  reconcile  that  people  to  their  govern- 
ment>  as  the  best  mode  of  preventing  or 
mitigating  national  antipathy,  of  promoting 
harmony,  and  prolonging  peace.  In  a 
word,  I  should  recommend  a  studious  ab- 
stinence from  any  proceeding  at  all  likely 
to  produce  a  feeling  of  national  humilia- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  French,  or  that 
should  seem  in  the  ^slightest  degree  to  re- 
semble the  dictation  of  conquest.  The 
best  way  of  settling  Europe,  and  secaring 
peace,  is  to  settle  France— to  guard  against 
disturbance  or  discontent  in  that  country* 
But  whatever  arrangements  may  be  made 
in  France,  I  should,  with  a  view  to  the 
permanent  policy  of  this  country,  depre* 
cate  the  annexation  of  Norway  to  Sweden. 
Therefore,  if  we  had  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  de  novo,  I  should 
oppose  the  policy  of  ministers.  I  shoald 
indeed  rather  see  Norway  an  independent 
kingdom,  as  the  Norwegians  themselves 
desire,  than  have  it  annexed  to  Sweden, 
or  even  restored  to  Denmark ;  for  from 
the  resources  which  Norway  possesses^ 
especially  for  the  supply  of  our  navy,  her 
independence  might  be  rendered  of  peco- 
liar  advantage  to  this  country;  particu- 
larly when  these  resources  were  cultivated 
by  that  spirit  which  must  naturally  result 
from  the  enjoyment  of  freedom  and  inde* 
pendence.  Therefore  policy,  as  well  as 
justice  and  right,  serve  to  fortify  the  con- 
clusion I  maintain ;  namely,  that  ministers 
should  advise  the  Prince  Regent  imme- 
diately to  withdraw  the  order  for  the 
blockade  of  Norway,  and  interpose  his  in- 
fluence in  favour  of  the  just  claims  of  the 
Norwegian  people. 

I  now  come  to  a  point  which  is  separate 
from  the  argument,  upon  the  policy  of  the 
question  respecting  the  annexation  of 
Norway  to  Sweden.  It  has  been  stated, 
that  Denmark  has  not  acted  bona  fide  in 
the  execution  of  her  treatjr  for  the  cession 
of  Norway — that  the  Danish  government 
has  fomented  or  countenanced  the  resist- 
ance of  the  Norwegians ;  and  that  that 
resistance  is  not  the  act  of  the  Norwegian 
people  generally,  bat  the  work  of  a  mere 
foction.  But  before  your  lordships  would 
give  any  credit  to  such  a  serious  charge 
against  the  Danish  governmenti  yon  would 
naturally  require  soma  proof*   I  hava  to 
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state,  that  if  such  a  charge  b^  repeated  in 
this  House,  I  am  instructed  distinctly  to 
deny  that  any  Danish  troops  assisted,  or 
ever  have  assisted,  the  insurrection  of  the 
Norwegian  people.  All  the  garrisons  of 
Norway  are  and  always  have  been  de- 
fended by  Norwegian  soldiers;  and  those 
soldiers,  abandoning  their  allegiance  to 
the  Danish  government,  have  assisted 
the  glorious  efforts  which  the  people  of 
Norway  are  so  nobly  making  to  preserve 
their  independence,  to  save  their  country 
from  the  dominion  of  a  foreign  state, 
against  which  they  entertain  a  strong 
aversion.  Then,  as  to  the  assertion  that 
the  insurrection  in  Norway  is  the  work  of 
a  mere  faction — if  that  assertion  be  true, 
the  blockade  ordered  by  our  government 
i«  not  only  unjust,  but  unnecessary.  For 
Russia  and  Sweden  might  easily  contrive 
to  put  down  such  a  faction  without  that 
blockade.  Either  this  assertion  is  true  or 
false— e^her  the  insurrection  is  the  work 
of  a  faction  or  of  the  people— if  the  one, 
the  blockade  is  unnecessary  ;  if  the  other, 
such  an  employment  of  our  force  is,  as  I 
have  shewn,  contrary  to  every  principle  of 
public  law,  and  degrading,  as  I  contend,  to 
the  character  of  the  country.  But  if,  as 
it  has  been  asserted,  Denmark  were  really 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  its  engagements 
to  Sweden — if  she  has  violated  her  treaty, 
hostility  should  be  directed  against  her, 
rather  than  against  Norway.  If  Denmark 
be  deemed  criminal  for  not  withdrawing 
the  garrisons  of  Norway,  the  former  is 
more  properly  the  object  of  attack  than 
the  latter.  In  every  pointof  view  indeed, 
the  attack  upon  the  Norwegians,  on  our 
part  at  least,  is  not  only  unjust  but  unne- 
cessary. But,  to  strengthen  the  charge 
against  Denmark,  it  is  urged,  that  the 
king  whom  the  Norwegian  people  have 
appointed  is  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown 
of  Denmark — and  what  proof  does  this 
fact  afford  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
Diiiish  government  in  the  insurrection  of 
the  Norwegian  people?     Norway  is  the 

better   half  of  the    Danish  dominions 

better,  far  better  indeed  in  extent  aiul 
means  of  defence,  and  nearly  half  in 
population.  Prince  Christian  therefore 
took  his  choice ;  and  were  I  in  his  situa- 
ton,  I  should  certainly  make  the  same 
elf  ction — but  how  does  the  act  of  Prince 
Christian  implicate  the  Danish  govern- 
ment? 

It  is  said  by  the  advocates  for  the  policy 
of  ministers,  and  with  some  air  of  triumph 
loo,  that  very  important  advantages  have 


been  promised  to  the  Norwegian  people, 
'if  they  would  submit  to  be  transferred  to 
the  dominion  of  Sweden.  I  have  seen,  no 
doubt,  a  proclamation  upon  this  subject 
containing  many  promises ;  but  how  and 
when  this  proclamation  was  circulated,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  observe.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, observe,  that  similarly  flattering 
promises  were  made  by  France  to  Cor**' 
sica ;  but  were  they  ever  performed  ?  Still 
the  proclamation  of  the  Swedish  govern- 
ment was  accompanied  by  a  demand  that 
the  Norwegians  should  submit ;  or  if  not, 
that  force  would  be  employed  to  compel 
their  submission.  Therefore,  no  alterna- 
tive was  lef^  to  these  people,  while  pro- 
mises of  liberty  were  made,  backed  by 
the  threat  of  a  military  force*  But  even 
admitting  these  promises  were  made  in 
perfect  good  faith,  is  it  to  be  argued,  that, 
any  country  shall  be  obliged  to  accept 
what  a  foreign  state  thinks  proper  to  con- 
sider as  happiness  ?  No  sort  of  tyranny 
can,  in  my  judgment,  be  conceived  more 
complete,  than  that  a  government  should 
undertake  to  choose  and  force  a  people  to 
submit  to  that  system  which  such  govern- 
ment may  regard  as  happy,  although  the 
people  might  think  quite  the  contrary. 
Upon  the  authority,  however,  of  the  agent 
for  Norway,  now  in  this  country,  who  is, 
in  my  opinion,  eminently  entitled  to 
peculiar  respect  and  regard,  I  can  under- 
take to  state,  that  the  Norwegian  neither 
is  nor  has  been  a  despotic  government ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  that,  although  nomi- 
nally despotic,  the  people  have  always 
enjoyed  the  utmost  practical  happiness, 
and  that  of  course  the  peopie  of  Norway 
would 
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•rather  bear  the  ills  they  have 


"  Than  fly  to  others  that  they  know  not  of.'* 
But,  I  repeat,  that  rather,  infinitely 
rather,  than  have  Norway  transferred  to 
Sweden,  I  should  wish  to  see  it  erected 
into  an  independent  state.  Therefore,  I 
maintain,  that  whatever  terms  or  promises 
may  be  held  out  to  the  Norwegians  by 
the  Swedish  government,  I  should  depre- 
cate the  hostility  waged  against  Norway, 
because  the  feehng  of  the  people  of  Nor- 
way is  decidedly  adverse  to  the  connection. 
I  have  quoted  many  cases  to  your  lord- 
ships from  the  highest  authorities  on 
record;  but  I  will  now  quote  one  case 
which  must  be  immediately  present  to 
your  memory,  and  which  is  quite  analo- 

fous  to  this  question,  I  mean  the  case  of 
pain ;  in  the  delivery  of  which  country 
from  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  itate^  our  army 
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was  80  glorioanly  triumphant.*  Ferdinand 
the  7th  ceded  bis  gOTernment  and  crown 
to  Buonapart6  ;  and  if  it  was  the  right  of 
Ferdinand  to  make  that  cession,  it  was 
equally  the   right  of  Denmark  to   cede 
'    Norway.    Yet  the  Spanish  people  resisted 
the  cession,  and  we  seconded  that  resist- 
ance—although this  country  had  at  a  re- 
mote period  asserted  the  right  of  Baliol  to 
surrender  the  Scottish  throne  to  Edward 
1st,  which  is  a  precedent,  however,  I  should 
think  not  likely  to  be  quoted  upon  the 
present  occasion.     The  "  unifersal  Spa- 
nish nation,''  as  it  was  denominated,  rushed 
into  insurrection  against  the  act  of   its 
monarch,  and  we,  I  repeat,  supported  the 
right  of  that  people.     If  it  be  stated,  that 
Ferdinand  yielded  to  the  compulsion  of 
circumstances,  I  will  ask,  wh^her  any  ctr* 
cumstances  of  compulsion  existed  to  ex- 
tort from  Denmark  the  surrender  of  Noi^ 
way,   and    whether  the   same  principle 
which  justified  an  interposition  in  favour 
of  the  Spanish  people  does  not  equally 
call  for  interposition  in  faTonr  of  the  peo- 
ple   of  Norway— or  whether  wa  could 
consistently  maintain  that  principle  with 
respect  to  Spain,  and  suddenly  turn  round 
and  abandon  ft  with  respect  to  Denmark } 
We  have  been  told,  that  a  negociation 
has  been  instituted  with  respect  to  Nor- 
way ;  but  if  it  were  said  that  this  negocia- 
tion left  any  opening  ibr  an  arrangement 
agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  Norwegian 
people,  I  should  instantly  withdraw  my 
motion.      Understanding,   however,  that 
it  leaves  no  alternative  to  this  gallant  peo- 
ple, but  submission  to  a  power  which  it 
detests,  and  that  force  is  employed  to  compel 
that  submission,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  per- 
severe.    I  feel  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to 
humanity   to  rescue   it  from   outrage— I 
feel  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country, 
and  to  your  lordships,  not  to  allow  its  cha- 
racter and  yours  to  be  stained  by  an  ac- 
quiescence in  that  outrage.     The  agent 
for  Norway,  to  whom  I  have  before  alluded, 
glowing  with  the  enthusiasm  which  fills 
the  hearts  of  his  brave  countrymen,  and 
who  still  hopes  that  ministers  may  be  in- 
duced to  shrink  from  the  inglorious  under- 
taking of  subjugating  his  country  by  force, 
has  called  upon  me  to  make  the  case  of 
Norway  knoifn  to  your  lordships,  to  the 
British  nation,  and  to  Europe.     I  have 
therefore  thought  it  my  doty  to  bring  for- 
ward the  motion  with  which  I  mean  to 
conclude ;  and  aa  to  the  capability  of  the 
Norwegians  to  resist  foreign  domination, 
and  especially  Swadan,  let  yovr  lordahipt 


judge  from  their  conduct  in  the -day  a  of 
Gustavus  Adolphus  fcid  Charles  the  I2tb. 
I.  do  besides  feel  a  lively  interest  in  favour 
of  a  nation  struggling  so  valiantly  as  the 
Norwegians  continue  to  do,  in  support  of 
their  rights  and  privileges ;  and  it  will  be 
consistent  with  the  honour  and  character 
of  this  country,  and   your  lordships,  to 
manifest  a  similar  feeling.     If  it  be  said, 
that  the  tendency  of  my  motion  would  be 
to  engage   this  country  in  a   war  with 
Russia  and  Sweden,  still  I  should  say,  that, 
whatever  result  might  follow,  I  would  ask 
my  country,  for  the  sake  of  its  credit  and 
character,  for  the  sake  of  justice  and  buma«r 
nity,  to  co-operate  in  the  honourable  and 
glorioos  cause  of  Norway. 

The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving, 
**  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
humbly  to  request  that  his  Royal  Highnesa 
wonld  be  graciously  pleased  to  internose 
his  mediation  to  rescue  the  unoffending 
people  of  Norway  from  the  dreadful  alter- 
native of  famine,  or  of  subjogatian  to  the 
yoke  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  power ;  and 
that  during  the  discussion  of  such  propo« 
sals  as  his  Royal  Highness  may  be  adviaed 
to  make  for  this  most  desirable  object,  all 
hostile  operations  on  the  part  of  thia 
country,  against  a  people  strugglinig  for 
the  aacrad  right  of  national  independaocn^ 
may  bediacontinaed.''  The  motion  hating 
been  raad. 

The  Earl  of  Hmromby  said,  that  at  be 
folt  at  all  times  considerable  difficulty  in 
addressing  their  lordships,  that  difficulty 
waa  greMly  increased,  from  hit  being 
obliged  to  oppoae  the  noble  earl  who  bad 
last  addressed  their  lordships,  in  a  speech 
replete  with  all  the  considerationa  that 
ooold  affect  mankind,  dresaed  in  the  most 
glowing  eloquence,  and  supported  by  all 
the  advantages  which  coold  arise  from  the 
most  extensive  review  of  the  subject  But 
if  their  lordships  would  not  permit  them- 
selves to  be  dazaled  by  the  brilliancy  of 
eloquence,  or  confounded  by  the  light 
of  antiquarian  research,  but  would  admit  a 
little  practical  common  sense  into  the  dis- 
cussion, he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to 
persuade  them  to  reject  the  proposition 
which  had  been  submitted  to  their  jodg* 
ment  by  the  noble  earl.  He  (lord  n*} 
should,  in  the  consideration  of  the  impor* 
tan  t  subject  before  the  House,  take  as  the  firat 
that  topic  which  the  noble  earl  had  taken 
in  that  order,  vis.  the  construction  of  the 
Treaty  of  this  government  with  Sweden* 
The  noble  earl  (Grey)  had  comanded* 
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that  after  haTiiig  procured  the  Bonioal 
cesiion  of  Norway  to  the  Swedish  crown^ 
we  had  performed  all  which  by  treaty  we 
were  boand  to  perform^  and  that  our  pre- 
sent efForts  were  gratuitous.  The  contrary, 
however,  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
persuade  the  House,  was  the  true  construe* 
tion;  for  what  was  the  intention  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  contracting  the 
Treaty  ?  It  was  the  desire  of  this  country, 
at  a  time  when  the  co«operation  of  Sweden 
was  most  essential  to  the  interests  of 
Europe,  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  that 
power  against  the  common  enemy  ;  and  to 
that  end  we  engaged  to  put  Sweden  in 
possession  of  Norway  ;  which  being  in  the 
possession  of  a  hostile  state,  rendered  it  in- 
secure fior  Sweden  to  withdraw  from  its 
own  territories  its  military  force.  Our  in- 
tentions, therefore,  were  such,  that  even  if 
the  words  had  not  been  so  binding  as  they 
actually  were,  there  would  be  no  doubt 
but  that  we  should  bona  fide  be  held  to  se- 
cure to  Sweden  the  possession  of  the  coun- 
try in  question.  In  the  Treaty  between 
the  emperor  of  Russia  and  king  of  Sweden, 
the  former  power  pledged  iuelf  to  the 
latter  that  it  would,  by  negociation  or  by 
military  co-operation,  procure  for  the 
crown  of  Sweden  the  possession  of  Nor- 
way. The  crown  of  Great  Britain,  also, 
pledged  itself  to  effect  the  same  object, 
either  by  its  good  offices  with  Denmark, 
or  by  its  naval  co-operation.  It  was  cer- 
tainly provided,  that  we  should  not  at- 
tempt to  employ  force  without  making 
fair  offers  to  Denmark  to  induce  it  to  ac- 
cede to  the  general  confederacy.  He 
(lord  H.)  therefore,  contended,  that  unless 
in  the  nature  of  the  Treaty  there  was 
something  which  rendered  it  null  and 
void,  or  in  the  conduct  of  the  other  con- 
tracting party,  something  which  should  ab- 
solve us  from  our  engagements,  we  ought 
not  to  stop  short  at  the  nominal  cession. 
He  was  unwilling  to  detain  their  loidships 
longer  on  this  subject,  because  it  appeared 
to  him  as  plain  as  any  proposition  possibly 
could  be,  that  this  was  the  true  coostruc- 
tion.  But  there  was  another  circumstance 
adduced  by  the  noble  earl  (Grey),  that 
Russia  had  guaranteed  the  possession 
of  Norway  to  Sweden,  and  that  we  had 
not  guaranteed  it ;  whence  he  concluded, 
that  it  was  merely  the  cession  by  treaty 
thnt  we  undertook  to  procure.  But  why 
did  we  not  guarantee  toe  possession?  Be- 
cause it  had  been  a  part  ot  the  wise  poilicy 
of  this  country,  which  had  been  a&ered 
4o  in  this  aa  in  every  other  case,  thut  we 
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•beuU  aToid  guaranteeing  the  perpetuiy^ 
possession  of  9By  country.  As  to  th^ 
justice  of  the  Treaty  in  questioD,  the  npble 
earl  (Gcey)  bad  quoted  several  grave 
authorities,  which  he  (lord  H.\  n^iicb  re- 
joiced. w.er«  not  now,  as  they  bad  at  un^ 
time  been,  disregarded,  as  he  considered 
them  most  important  landmarks  in  th^ 
wide  field  of  politics ;  but  though  these 
writers  were  good  judges  of  political  pror- 
P^f ^Yf  yc(  thev  could  not  be  held  to  poa- 
sess  that  infalliDility  which  even  good 
Catholics  denied  to  the  tupreiBe  pontifi^ 
whose  dictates  were  not  supposed  tp  be  in- 
fallible, unless  they  were  consistent  with 
the  consent  and  practice  of  the  universal 
church.  lf|  however,  these  writers  wens 
unanimous,  it  would  be  a  great  stretch  of 
presumption  in  an  individual  to  oppose 
their  decision ;  but  there  was  certainly 
great  difference  among  the  writers  on  tfeie. 
law  of  nations  on  this  subject;  some  ae- 
serting  that  a  patrimonial  sovereignty 
could  not  be  conveyed  by  its  soveneigo* 
while  Grotius  maintained  that  apv  sove* 
reignty  might  be  alienated  by  him  to 
whom  it  clearly  belonged.  The  noble 
earl  (Grey)  had  quoted  an  author  of  great 
weight  (Vattel),  to  prove  that  a  kingdoin 
could  not  be  alienated  without  the  consent 
of  its  inhabitants;  yet  that  same  author 
states,  that  if  any  town  or  provinee  he 
wrested  by  arms  from  its  sovereign,  it 
had  no  cause  to  complain.  There  was 
another  author  for  whom  their  lerdshipt 
would  have  a  great  respect— he  me%niJ)r. 
Paley,  -whose  opinion  on  this  subject 
might  not  be  oseUas.  He  said,  that  the 
law  of  nations  depended  on  the  fact  of  its 
being  established— no  matter  when  at  by 
whom.  Looking,  therefore,  at  dMia 
treaties  l^Tivhiohlong  wars  had  bden  con- 
cluded, as  the  practical  exposition  of  the 
law  of  nations,  we  sbonkl  fin4f  that  ea 
many  occasions  had  cessions  been  made 
of  u'l^ole  states.  By  Uie  treaty  of  West- 
phalia, and  by  that  of  Utrecht,  asweU  as 
by  that  of  Amiens,  which  terminated  the 
late  war,  cessions  of  whole  comitries  ha4 
been  made.  This  last  treaty  had  been 
considfiFed  as  unjust,  by  several  lords  who 
were  then  present;  but  among  the  great 
meni  of  all  parties— among  au  those  who 
inculpated  that  treatjr,  there  was  no  one 
found  who  thought  it  unjust  merely  he* 
caose  it  ceded  countries;  though  some 
tboaght  it  unjust  because  it  ceded  countries 
whic^  had  been  gusranteed  by  former 
oonventions.  Among  the  countries  ceded 
at  different  iioiea  by  these  tteatiis,  ipecv 
(3E) 
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Feeliitgy  therefore,  that  this  was  the  eha- 
ncter  of  the  quertioo«  and  seeing  what  no 
man  coald  arotd  seeing,  who  hra  eyes  to 
aee,  I  did  trust  that  ministers  had  advised 
the  Prince  Regent  to  confirm  the  gxKxi 
opinion  that  the  public  iadblged,  and  to 
perform  an  act  not  less  glorioas  than  the 
most  splendid  achieyements  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  allies  for  the  consummation  of 
national  independence  throughout  Europe. 
How  qiiserably  was  I  disappointed,  when 
I  found  by  the  silence  of  the  noble  lords 
opposite  (more  eloquent  than  any  Ian- 
gvage  they  could  have  employed),  that  the 
endeavours  we  were  using  in  the  way  of 
discussion  were  not  to  produce  general 
tranquillity  by  kind  conciliation^  but  to 
produce    submission    by    blockade   and 
famine.    When  such  is  the  situation  of 
(he  unfortunate  people  of  Norway,  and 
when    this    dreadful    act  of  injustice  is 
the  first  use  made  of  the  influence  Great 
Britain  has  acquired,  I  should,  indeed, 
think   myself  criminal  if  I  did  not.  at- 
tempt to    recal    your    attention    to  the 
old  established   and    true    principles   of 
national  law,  in  opposition  to  the  new- 
foigled    doctrine    of  utility,  or  in  other 
words,  the  subversion  of  all  moral  prin- 
ciple,  the  abandonment,  or,  at  best,  the 
discretional  exercise,  of  every  moral  duty. 
I  cannot  forget  the  unchangeable  prin- 
ciples of  public  liberty  ;  and  on  their  au- 
thority I  am  ready  to  meet  any    noble 
friend  front  to  front,  and  to  contend,  that 
if  he  wishes  to  justify  France  in  her  innu- 
merable   acts  of  aggression  for  the  last 
twenty  years;  if  he  is  desirous  to 4 brow  a 
screen    over  the   atrocities  which   have 
drawn  upon  her  the  hatred  of  surrounding 
nations,  until,  with  one  consent,  they  rose, 
and  Ood  be  thanked  successfully,  to  resist 
her  aggressions  and  to  punish  her  crimes, 
it  would  be  by  adopting  the  principle  of 
utility  and  expediency,  the  tyrant's  plea, 
on  which  all  his  usurpations  have  been 
founded.    On  the  contrary,  if  you  wish  to 
consolidate  and  unite  the  interests  of  the 
continent,  to  ffive  effect  to  the  signal  in- 
terpositions of  Providence ;  if  you  wish  to 
restore  Europe  to  a  sute  of  political  tran- 
quillity (for  more  we  cannot  hope  to  per- 
form); if  you  are  willing  to  revive  the 
blessings  or  old  times,  you  must  restore 
them  by  revertins  to  old  principles,  and 
by  the  unaualified  rejection  of  this  new- 
fiuigled  cone,  which  sweeps  down  all  the 
revered  distinctions   between   right  and 
wrong,  which  depends  upon  the  worst  of 
all  modem  doctrines,  and  which  leads  ns 


to  baild  our  own  principles  of  motalitjr, 
not  on  the  immutable  and  solid  hnrit  «C 
justice  and  rectitude,  but  upon  specnlatif^ 
notions,  of  what  will  or  will  not  prove  nl* 
timately  beneficial.  After  the  able  apettch 
delivered  by  my  noble  friend  (Grey)  I 
little  expected  that  the  objections  rmiaed 
on  the  other  side  would  be  rested  upon  the 
principle  of  plain  political  common  aeoie, 
and  setting  at  defiance  all  the  ordinary 
and  prevalent  feelings  of  mankind :  tlie 
feelings  and  the  impressions  of  the  whole 
country  are  and  must  be  against  them.  I 
had  imagined  that  the  argnn^ent  of  the 
noble  earl  (Harrowby)  would  have  been 
established  upon  some  nice  doctrine-— 
some  abstruse  question ;  and  not  that  he 
would  be  reduced,  at  last,  to  the  necessity 
of  opposing  common  sense  to  what,  in 
reality,  is  the  common  sense  of  the  whole 
world.  It  is,  however,  necessary  for  him 
not  only  to  contemn  all  solid  principles  of 
right,  but  he  must  combat  ana  destroy  the 
authority  of  the  phalanx  of  writers  upon 
the  -laws  of  nations :  although  he  could  not 
avoid  admitting,  in  the  outset  of  hia  at- 
tack, that  upon  their  decisions  depended 
the  best  securities  for  the  observance  and 

fireservation  of  right  in  human  society, 
t  therefore  comes  to  a  question,  whether 
we  shall  abide  by  those  impressions  that 
are  implanted  in  our  nature,  and  which 
riender  it  impossible  that  we  should  hear 
of  great  injustice  without  great  indigna* 
tion,  seconded  as  they  are  by  the  doc- 
trines of  men  of  indubitable  learning  and 
authority,  sanctioned  by  the  long  general 
practice  and  deliberate  adoption  of  the 
civilized  world,  without  partial  and  pe- 
culiar views  and  interests;  or  whether  it 
be  wiser  for  us  to  resort  to  speculative 
theories  of  doubtful  good,  if  a  certain  and 
grievous  act  of  injustice  might  ultimatelv 
produce  some  remote  and  contingent  ad- 
vantage. As  to  the  criticism  of  the  noble 
earl  upon  Grotius,  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  his  work  again,  he  will 
find  that  the  author  was  only  embarrassed 
by  the  dicU  of  former  writers;  and  he 
will  discover,  that  when  Grotius  examines 
the  subject  in  detail,  he  exclodes  everjr 
case  of  patrimonial  governmenu :  the  fair 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  it  ii  there* 
fore  this,  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  patrimonial  government;  that  there 
are  solid  and  establnhed  principlea  of  go- 
vernment in  every  state,  on  which  the 
rights  of  the  governors  depend,  upon 
which  their  acts  most  be  foonded  and  de- 
cided, and  to  which  all  who  with  to  live 
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in  the  hearts  of  tbeir  sabjeclty  and  in  ibe 
gratefiil  remembrance  of  potterily,  must 
conform.  I  tay,  therefore,  thai  we  are 
justified  in  going  the  full  extent,  eyen  of 
the  commentators  npoa  Grotius,  in  con- 
tendings  that  tfae  soforeign  has  no  colour  of 
right  to  alienate  hia  sovereignty,  neither  of 
the  whole  nor  of  any  portion  of  hit  sub- 
jects :  men  are  not,  m  these  tinaes,  to  be 
transferred  like  beasts  belonging  to  an 
estate  ;  and  if  the  governor  thinks  fit  to 
renomice,  and  to  absolve  them  from  their 
allegiance,  they  have  a  right  to  consider 
whether  it  be  or  be  not  to  their  advantage 
to  pass  under  the  new  dominion,  or  to  ad- 
here to  that  under  which  they  were  bom, 
and  to  resist  the  transfer. 

Lord  Grenville  went  on  further  to  en- 
force this  point,  and  to  reply  to  lord 
Harrowby's  argument,  that  the  war  would 
have  been  interminable  if  this  cession  had 
not  been  made.  He  also  drew  an  impor- 
tant distinction  between  the  cession  of  a 
country  already  conquered  and  occupied 
by  an  enemy,  and  the  grant  of  the  territory 
of  a  free  and  uninfluenced  population.  He 
insisted  that  no  man  could  approve  the 
Partition  Treaty  of  Spain,  who  was  not 
prepared  also  to  defend  the  Partition 
Treaty  of  Poland.  It  was  true,  as  had 
been  argued  by  the  other  side,  that  there 
were  few  c^^s  of  resistance  to  a  treaty  of 
cession ;  but  the  obvious  reason  was,  be- 
cause it  rarely  happened  that  the  victims 
were  capable  of  defence.  He  trusted  de- 
voutly, that  this  noble  and  generous 
struggle  would  be  eflectual :  and  that  the 
Norwegians  would  defeat  not  only  the  ef- 
forts of  Sweden,  but  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  a  gross  misrepresentation  to  argue^ 
that  the  cession  of  Norway  was  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  grant  of  a  mere  province  or 
town ;  and  since  the  noble  earl  (Harrowby ) 
had  admitted  that  the  sovereign  had  no 
power,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to 
cede  the  whole,  he  admitted  enough  to 
destroy  his  own  argument;  for  the  ftict 
was,  that  Norway  was  the  whole,  and  by 
ceding  it,  Frederic  G  had  yielded  no  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark :  be  waa  king 
of  Norway  as  a  distinct  and  separate  in- 
heritance and  title;  and  he  bad  no  mora 
right  to  give  up  Norway  for  the  benefit  of 
Denmark  than  the  king  of  England  had  to 
sive  op  England  for  the  benefit  of 
Hanover.  The  obfect  thei^ore  of  miftia- 
ters  waa^  to  compel  the  king  of  Denmark 
to  do  an  act  which  the  law  of  nations  for- 
bade. His  lordship  then  proceded :— >Bot 
it  seems  that  the  avowed  object  of  this^sui- 


Mat  10,  1814. 


[794 


authorised  proceeding  is,  to  produce  ad- 
vantage to  the  natives  of  Norway  ;  they 
were  to  be  removed  from  the  dominion  of 
a  despotic  prince,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
blessings  of  a  generous  prince  and  of  a  free 
constitution.    As  the  first  proof  of  these 
blessings,  they  were  required  to  lay  down 
their  arms :  they  are  to  be  disarmed,  and 
then  -to  be  called  a  free  nation,  without 
the  means  of  defence,  and  to  have  hap- 
piness   forced   upon    them    without    the 
means  of  enjoying  it.    It  is  a   specious 
pretence  to  entrap  them  into  sobmission, 
and  then  to  deprive  them  of  the  means'  of 
resistance.    I  would  ask  my  nobte  friend 
(Harrowby),  who  hss  uniformly  opposed 
every  aggression  of  France  upon  the  hap* 
piness  of  nations,  wliat  single  people  did 
she  ever  conquer,  without  first  promising 
to  them  the  benefits  of  a  happier  con- 
dition, and  the  enjoyment  of  a  firee  con- 
stitution, which  France  was  to  confer  ?.  It 
is  not  therefore  wonderful  that  this  fresh 
example,  coming  from  the  same  school, 
should   have  been  framed  on  the    same 
model ;  but  it  is  to  me  surprising,  that  the 
British  government  should  lend  its  aid  in 
forcing  iopon  the  people  of  Norway  the 
government  of  a  people  they  detest,  under 
the  delusive  protest  and  promise  of  giving 
them  a  free  constitution  which  they  do 
not  want ;   for  be  it  remembered,  that  it 
is  not  of  their  seeking.    [Lord  Harrowby 
said,  <*  Yes,  it  is/']     I  say  that  it  is  not  of 
their  seeking :  the  noble  earl  says  ''  Yes;" 
but  every  single  fact  contradicts  him.    I 
repeat,  that  it  has  been  imposed  upon  them, 
it  will  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  arms 
of  Sweden ;  or  if  she  have  not  the  power 
(I  blush  to  name  it),  the  glorious  navy  of 
Great  Britain  is  to  be  employed  to  reduce 
a  brave  and  noble  people  by  the  extre- 
mities of  fismine:    Is  this  the  navy  that 
during  the  last  20  years  has  been  engaged 
in  supporting  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind  ?  Is  this  the  navy  that  baa  shed 
Its  blood  to  rescue  the  distressed  from  the 
cruel  rod  of  tyranny  ?  My  lords,  I  have 
often  looked  back  to  the  history  of  my 
country  in  remoter  times,  with  delight, 
when  i  have  seen  her  engaged  in  mighty 
vrorks  of  national  benevolence ;  but  in  re- 
Tiewinff  the  transacUoos  of  late  years,  my 
heart   has   swelled  with  conscions  pridle 
when  I   have  beheld  her  armiea  alosost 
onifbrmly  enlisted  on  the  side  of  juatice 
and  humanity ;  but  what  a  contrast  doea 
the  event  now  uo&%t  review  preaeat  to  oor 
winds,  when  we  see  England,  with  the 
same  army  and  navy  that  once  protected 
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liberty,  now  enforcing  slavery— while  her 
ministers  are  Gontending»  that  to  do  injas- 
tice  is  to  confer  benefits,  and  that  to  de- 
stroy freedom  is  to  promote  happiness! 
His  lordship  then  went  on  to  object  to  the 
security  offered  to  Norway,  as  well  as  to 
the  pretended  boon ;  and  to  express  his 
abhorrence  of  the  guarantee  of  what  was 
called  a  free  constitution  by  a  foreign  na- 
tion, thas  imposing  upon  the  people  of 
Norway  a  double  slavery  ;  first  from  their 
own  rulers,  and  next  from  those  who  pre- 
tended to  secure  their  liberty  :  he  termed 
this  expedient  hateful  and  degrading,  and 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  conquering  a  nation 
for  its  own  good  :  he  compared  this  argu- 
ment with  that  employed  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Slave  Trade ;  where  it  was 
contended  that  the  people  of  Africa,  in- 
stead of  complaining  of  their  miseries, 
ought  to  be  thankful  to  us  for  relieving 
them;  and  that  to  trepan  the  natives, 
to  crowd  them  into  slave-ships,  and 
to  chain  them  to  their  toil  in  the  West 
Indies,  was  actually  the  promotion  of  their 
felicity.  Such  assertions,  and  the  fallacy 
of  them,  shewed  the  folly  of  not  allowing 
nations  to  be  the  best  judges  of  what  would 
contribute  to  their  own  happiness.  He 
adverted  to  the  cautious  mode  in  which 
lord  Harrowby  had  argued  this  subject ; 
omitting  all  reply  to  the  many  important 
and  pointed  questions  put  by  lord  Grey ; 
particularly  to  that,  whether  the  Crown 
Prince  bad  performed  his  part  of  the 
Treaty  which  had  been  concluded  between 
this  country  and  Sweden.  The  universal 
opinion  of  Europe  was,  that  he  had  grossly 
failed  in  his  duty,  retiring  from  France  with 
his  troops  after  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  when 
bis  assistance  in  completing  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy  would  have  been  most 
valuable.  The  Treaty  with  Denmark  had 
been  firamed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
allowing  the  Swedish  army  to  proceed  to 
immediate  action,  and  yet  the  efllect  had 
been  directly  the  reverse  of  what  had  been 
intended.  The  paper  published  at  Liege 
on  the  19th  April  decided,  that  it  was  no 

3aestion  of  military  expediency  that  had 
stained  the  Crown  Prince;  and  many 
ctrcomstances  concurred  to  prove  that  the 
observations  respecting  jealousies  were 
pore  invention*  So  much  were  ministers 
dissatisfied  with  the  dilatoriness  of  the 
Swedes,  that  the  troops  in  our  own  pay, 
that  had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of 
Bernadotte,  were  withdrawn.  The  silence 
of  the  other  side  of  the  House  upon  this 
point   was  mitceoQnuble,  excepting  in 


one  way.  He  noticed  a  singular  omissioa 
on  the  part  of  Earl  Harrowby,  of  the;  im* 
portant  words  contained  in  the  Danish 
Treaty,  which  stipulated,  ''that  recoorae 
should  not  be  had  to  force.''  The  resis- 
tance of  Norway,  however,  had^never  been 
contemplated,  the  opposition  of  Denmark 
being  only  in  view  at  the  time  the  docu- 
ment was  framed.  His  lordship  then  pro* 
ceeded  in  the  following  terms:— 

The  act  of  injustice  of  which  we  com- 
plain, is  nothing  less  than,  de  nooo,  to 
place  this  kingdom  in  a  state  of  war  with 
Norway.  You  have  signed  a  peace  with 
Denmark;  and  you  acknowledge  by  your 
minister,  that  that  country  has  fulfilled  all 
the  conditions  of  the  Treaty.  The  neces- 
sary consequence  is,  that  one  of  three 
things  must  be  admitted  by  the  noble  lords 
opposite ;  either,  first,  that  Norway  is  a 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark*;  or, 
secondly,  that  it  is  independent  of  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark ;  or  that  it  is  a  do- 
minion now  de  jure,  under  the  crown  of 
Sweden ;  and  in  either  and  all  of  these 
cases,  ministers  are  about  to  commit,  and 
have  committed,  the  most  flagrant  act  of 
cruelty  and  injustice.  If  Norway  be  a 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  you  have 
made  peace  with  her !  If  it  be  a  separate 
and  independent  state,  what  has  it  done  u> 
be  reduced  by  you  to  famine  ?  If  it  be  a 
dominion  dejure  under  the  crown  of  Swe- 
den, what  pretence  have  you  for  interfer- 
ing and  assisting  that  kingdom  in  the  sub- 
duing of  its  rebellious  subjects  ?  I  confess 
I  should  think  that  at  any  time,  and  under 
any  circumstances,  the  considerations  that 
have  to-night  been  enforced,  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  the  government  of  this 
country  to  take  those  measures  which 
assuredly  best  become  the  rank  it  holds 
and  the  influence  it  possesses:  I  mean, 
that  Great  Britain  should  interpose  her 
good  ofiices  to  prevent,  by  mediation,  the 
subjugation  and  sufferings  of  a  brave  and 

fenerous  people  from  tyranny  and  famine, 
uch  ougnt  to  be  her  conduct  under  any 
circumstances ;  but  in  the  present  state  of 
Europe,  let  me  ask,  whether  the  strongest 
inducements  are  not  held  out,  not  only  to 
withdraw  ourselves  from  the  iniquitous 
leaffue  in  which  we  are  now  involved 
agamsta  firee  and  independent  conntrjr* 
but  t6  stand  forward  by  every  means  in 
our  power,  short  of  the  exertion  of  the 
full  strength,  to  prevent  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  most  unjust  and  cruel  purpose. 
Of  policy  I  feel  ashamed  to  speak,  because 
this  question  ought  to  be  decided  upon  the 
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great  and  broad  principlea  of  right  and 
wrong;  but  if  I  could  for  a  moment  ex- 
clude them  from  my  view,  and  forget  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  fundamental  public 
law,  I  should  say  that  policy,  as  well  as 
the  practice  of  this  country  for  centuries, 
would  shew  that  our  interest  required  the 
maintenance  of  a  balance  in  the  North. 
In  former  times,  how  often  our  fleets  were 
engaged  in  this  design,  and  what  we  sacri- 
ficed to  it,  the  noble  earl  will  find  by 
numerous  volumes  in  his  office ;  but  now 
we  come  tardy,  repentant,  and  declare 
that  we  have  acted  upon  impolitic  princi- 
ples—that we  ought  not  to  look  for  a 
supply  of  naval  stores  from  two,  but  from 
only  one  ^f  the  northern  powers;  and 
that  power  necessarily  leagued  with 
France,  to  defend  herself  from  the  over- 
bearing weight  of  the  Russian  empire. 
On  alt  these  grounds,  first  of  justice,  right, 
and  the  law  of  nations,  and  lastly,  even 
upon. political  considerations,  I  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  support  any  measure  that, 
stopping  for  a  short  period  the  rapid  tide 
of  events,  would  aflbrd  a  breathing  time  to 
enable  ministers  to  reflect  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  the  step  they  are  now  taking; 
and  to  pause  before  they  employ  the 
British  flag  to  cover  projects  so  disgraceful, 
which  excite  the  disgust  and  abhorrence 
of  ninety  nine  hundredths  of  the  natives 
of  the  civilized  world. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  the  question 
which  they  were  discussing  might  be  con- 
sidered in  two  lights — the  one,  the  way  in 
which  it  had  been  argued  by  the  noble 
earl  and  noble  baron  opposite.  First,  how 
far  the  cession  of  Norway  by  Denmark  to 
Sweden,  was  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  and  next,  how  far  we  were  justi- 
fied by  the  Treaty  which  we  had  entered 
into  with  Sweden,  in  assisting  that  power 
to  obtain  possession  of  Norway.  The  other 
ground  which  he  should  occupy  was  more 
.narrow,  but  in  his  opinion  fully  sufficient, 
even  admitting  the  force  of  the  general 
arguments  employed  by  the  noble  lords, 
to  bear  him  out  in  his  opposition  to  the 
motion;  namely,  how  the  question  stood 
on  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case. 
Even  if  all  the  general  principles  laid 
down  by  the  noble  lords  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  true,  he  would  still  contend^that 
there  were  special  circumstances  in  this 
case  to  which  these  principles  were  not 
applicable.  Before,  however,  he  came  to 
say  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  the  general 
principles  on  which  the  noble  lords  in- 
tiitedt  he  would  first  cxplaia  the  ttate  of 


facts  respecting  the  circumitances  under 
which  the  cession  of  Norway  was  made. 
At  an  early  part  of  the  last  campaign  a 
great  part  of  the  Swedish  and  Kussian 
troops  were  employed  against  the  king  of 
Denmark.  Holstein  was  conquered  by 
that  army,  Gluckstadt  came  into  its  pos- 
session, and  Jutland  lay  entirely  open  to 
invasion.  The  king  of  Denmark,  &r  the 
purpose  of  saving  the  remaining  part  of 
his  dominions,  and  of  recovering  the  pos- 
session of  Holstein  and  Gluckstadt,  thought 
proper  to  make  a  cession  of  Norway. 
What  did  Sweden  do  on  this  occasion? 
The  good  faith  of  that  power  was  conspi- 
cuous— it  gave  up  Gluckstadt  and  Holsteio, 
and  it  mane  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
which  it  was  bound  by  the  Treaty  to  pay. 
He  mentioned  these  facts  to  let  them  see 
how  the  case  actually  stood  between 
Sweden  and  the  allies,  and  Denmark. 
Sweden  had  already  de  facto  made  tha 
sacrifice  which  she  was  called  on  to  make 
to  Denmark  as  the  price  of  the  ceuioo. 
The  principal  foundation  on  which  Che 
doctrine  maintained  by  the  noble  lorda 
rested,  was,  that  though  a  country  might 
cede  a  part  of  its  dominions  to  another 
power,  it  was  optional  with  that  part  so 
ceded,  whether  or  not  it  would  receive  its 
new  master.  On  this  subject  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  lordiihips  to 
what  had  been  already  stated  by  his  noble 
friend,  that  not  merely  in  one,  but  in 
every  treaty  of  peace  which  had  been 
concluded  in  Europe  for  a  long  time  back, 
the  principle  was  universally  acted  on, 
that  a  country  had  a  right  to  cede  a  part 
of  its  dominions  for  the  safety  of  the  re- 
mainder, and  that  this  cession  was  good 
and  binding  both  on  the  party  ceding, 
and  the  party  ceded.  He  admitted  that 
there  were  many  cases  where  a  country 
bad  a  right  not  to  receive  its  new 
master.  No  sovereign  could  cede  to  ano- 
ther rights  which  he  did  not  potseaa 
himself.  No  sovereign  had  a  right  to 
cede  a  part  of  hit  domlniooi  withoat  an 
adequate  necessity.  And  a  cetaion  might 
be  made  under  circomstancea  which  misht 
justify  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  ceded 
country.  But  with  all  these  limitations  he 
could  not  believe,  that  the  principle  which 
had  been  acted  on  in  every  treaty,  tbold 
with  any  justice  be  called  in  question.  It 
could  not  be  said,  that  the  kinff  of  Den- 
mark in  this  case  ceded  any  rights  which 
he  hiihtelf  did  not  poueis.  Tee  king  of 
Denmark  was  perhaps  the  only  abtolote 
lOTereign,  by  law,  at  present  in  Europe. 


799]        HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


Earl  Gre^'i  MoUmt  retpecting  the 


[800 


Any  person  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
transactions  of  1660,  when  the  whole 
power  was  ceded  to  the  king  of  Denmark 
by  the  nation  without  controul,  mast  allow, 
that,  excepting  perhaps  the  empire  oif 
Russia,  Denmark  was  the  only  state  of 
Europe  in  the  goTernment  of  which  there 
was  no  principle  of  limitation.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  then  as  to  the  power 
and  the  right  to  cede.  And  with  respect 
to  the  necessity  for  the  cession,  there 
could  also  be  no  doubt  that  a  larger  and 
more  valuable  part  of  the  state  was  pre- 
served which  had  been  conquered  than 
the  part  ceded ;  for  with  the  exception  of 
the  island  of  Zealand,  the  whole  of  the 
Danish  dominions  were  either  conquered 
by  or  lay  open  to  the  enemy.  As  far  as 
respected  revenue  and  resources  of  every 
description,  the  part  which  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy  was  fully  as  valuable  as 
the  part  which  was  ceded.  In  revenue  it 
was  certainly  more  valuable.  It  had  been 
stated  by  his  noble  friend,  that  there  never 
perhaps  was  a  case  of  a  cession  in  which 
the  power  to  which  the  cession  was  made 
had  offered  so  much.  An  offer  had  been 
made  to  the  people  of  Norway  to  allow 
them  either  to  be  governed  by  the  exist- 
ing laws,  or  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
constitution  of  Sweden.  If  the  principle 
of  cession  was  applicable  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  in  the  present,  and 
there  never  was  a  case  which  could  be  con- 
sidered less  in  the  light  of  a  grievance 
than  the  particalar  one  under  considera- 
tion. But  it  was  said,  the  people  of  Nor- 
way had  not  chosen  to  accept  the  offer 
of  Sweden.  They  wished  rather  to  be 
under  their  present  despotic  government, 
than  live  under  the  government  which  had 
made  them  so  liberal  an  offer.  Much  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  lords  of  the  virtues 
of  the  people  of  Norway.  He  was  per- 
fectly wHling  to  join  in  the  praises  which 
had  been  bestowed  on  the  character  of 
that  nation.  But  when  the  noble  lords 
spoke  as  they  did  of  the  people  of  Norway, 
it  seemed  as  if  they  supposed  that  war 
was  now  made  on  Denmark  for  the  first 
time,  and  that  we  had  received  no  injury 
from  that  power.  Norway,  as  a  part  of 
the  dominions  of  Denmark,  had  been  at 
war  with  us  for  a  period  of  eight  years. 
In  that  war,  Norway  had  done  us  ten 
times  more  mischief  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  Danish  dominions ;  not  from  any  par- 
ticular enmity  on  the  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  coontryi  but  from  the  with- 
holding  naval  supplies^  and  from  the  num- 


ber of  harbours  which  gave  them  a  power 
of  molesting  our  trade.    After  submitting 
to  a-certain  dominion,  and  making  comvMB 
cause  with    that    dominion    during    the 
whole  of  the  war,  had  Norway  a  right 
now  to  erect  itself  into  an  independent 
kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  allies  from  receiving  a  compentetion 
for  the  conquests  made  by  them  from  the 
state  to  which  it  belonged?    When  tkm 
noble  lords  talked  of  the  nation  declaring 
itself  independent,  to  the  injury  of  the 
general  arrangement,  he  wished   to  pot 
them  in  mind,  that  such  a  declaration  of 
independence   ought  to  have    been   the 
free,  clear,  and  spontaneous  will  of  the 
nation  itself,  and  not  to  have  been  encou« 
raged  and  created  by  foreign  influence  and 
foreign  intrigue.     He  denied,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  that  they  had  a  right  to  make 
such  an  assumption,  as  that  this  declara- 
tion was  the  free  act  of  the  nation.     Some 
time  before  the  end  of  the  war,  the  king  of 
Denmark  sent  the  presumptive  heir  of  hit 
throne,  with  full  powers,  into  Norway,  as 
regent  of  that  country.  After  the  cetsicMi  of 
Norway  every  condition  entered  into  by 
Sweden  had  been  fulfilled.— Had  Denmaik 
done  her  part?  Had  the  forces  of  Norway 
been  put  into  the  power  of  Sweden,  in  terou 
of  the  treaty  ?— ^No ;   Prince  Christian,  tkn 
presumptive  heir  of  Denmark,  immediately 
proclaimed  Norway  an  independent  coon- 
try,  calling  himself  still  presumptive  heir 
of  Denmark,  and  Prince  Regent  of  Nor- 
way.    If  the  court  of  Copenhagen  was 
privy  to  this,    it  was    acting   with  the 
greatest  duplicity  and'  falsehood.    If  it 
was  not  privy,  this  was  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion on  the  part  of  Prince  Christian.    He 
had  merely  a  delegated  authority,  and  yet 
he  ventured  to  resist  every  command  of 
his  sovereign.    But  this  was  not  the  act  of 
one  individual  alone.    There  were  a  num* 
ber  of  Danes  at  present  in  Norway :  per* 
sons  who  had  no  property  in  that  country, 
or  business  in  it,  except  as  agents  to  the 
king  of  Denmark,  for  the  purpose  of  stimu- 
lating the  Norwegians  to  this  act.    This 
person  had  no  right  to  issue  such  a  pro- 
clamation.    Would  it  not  have  been  in 
the  power  of  the  king  to  have  called  a  diet, 
to  see  whether  the  inhabitants  of  the  coon- 
try  were  or  were  not  willing  to  agree  to 
the  cession  ?    But  what  was  done  in  thk 
case?*»A  proclamation  was  first  issued, 
and  then  a  diet  was  called  to  regulate  the 
internal  government.    He  knew,  in  point 
of  fact,  that  every  means  had  been  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  deluding  the  Norway 
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gtana — that  they  bad  been  kept  in  tbe 
dark— tbat  the  proclamation  of  ibe  king  of 
Siraden  had  been  suppretued  by  tbe  go« 
verament— and  that  the  inhabitants  were 
led  to  believe  that  the  people  of  England 
were  fayourable  to  them.  Prince  Christian 
declared  to  the  diet,  that  he  was  sure  of  the 
assistance  of  the  British  government; 
with  these  facts—the  employment  of 
foreign  agents,  the  suppression  of  facts, 
and  the  unfounded  communications,  would 
any  person  pretend  to  say  that  this  could 
be  compared  to  a  general  rising  of  a  people? 
The  noble  lords  had  taken  it  for  graiUed 
that  the  general  sense  of  the  people  of 
Korway  was  averse  to  Sweden;  but  he 
coutd  say,  that  there  were  parts  of  Norway 
of  considerable  extent  perfectly  willing 
to  agree  to  the  connection.  The  noble 
lord  who  spoke  first  in  the  debate  com- 
pared this  case  to  that  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal.  But  he  contended  there  was  no 
analogy  between  them.  In  the*  case  of 
Spain,  it  was  not  a  cession  made  to  save 
any  part  of  the  dominions,  or  in  a  period 
of  war,- but  in  profound  peace.  In  every 
part  of  the  case  it  was  ditferent.  Spain 
was  not  at  war  with  France,  but  in  a  state 
of  profound  peace,  and  the  vilest  treachery 
was  employed  in  tbe  accomplishment  of 
the  measure.  The  cession  was  made 
by  the  king,  not  in  his  own  country, 
but  when  he  was  a  prisoner  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  when  he  was  subjected  to 
threats  and  menaces.  The  king  of  Den* 
mark  was  an  absolute  monarch,  but 
the  kingdom  of  Spain  was  not  an  ab- 
solute power;  and  upon  a  former  well- 
known  occasion,  when  a  new  dynasty  was 
introduced,  it  was  found  necessary  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  Cortes  of  the  kingdom. 
With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
Sweden  had  executed  her  part  of  the 
Treaty  with  this  country,  be  had  only  to 
say,  that  we  had  been  most  amply  paid  by 
the  services  received  by  the  common 
cause  from  that  power,  for  the  money  ex* 
ponded  for  the  sake  of  these  services.  The 
noble  lords  seemed  altogether  to  have  for- 
gotten the  proclamation  of  tbe  French 
ruler ;  they  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the 
operations  which  preceded  the  battle  of 
Leipsic ;  they  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
the  part  acted  by  the  Swedish  troops  at 
the  battle  of  Leipsic.  But  then,  it  was 
said,  the  Swedish  troops  were  directed  to 
Holstein,  when  they  ought  to  have  been 
marched  into  France.  It  roighl  be  a  ques- 
tion how  far  it  was  advisable  to  send  the 
Swedish  troops  to  Holstein  ;  but  we  bad 
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no  right  to  complain  now  of  that  measure, 
because  it  was  taken  with  the  consent  and 
good  will  of  the  Allies.    The  empt-xor  of 
Russia  t>ut  also  under  tbe  Prince  Royal  of 
Sweden  a  considerable  part  of  his  forces 
upon  this  occasion.  Why  were  Holstein  and 
Gluckstadt  not  in  possession  of  the  Swedes 
at  this  moment?  Because  the  Prince  Royal 
gave  them  up,  to  be  nearer  the  scene  of 
action.     The  noble  earl  had  alluded  to  a 
certain  paragraph  in  a  newspaper,  which 
he  stated  to  have  been  published  under 
the   influence  of   the  Prince  Uoyal.     It 
would  not  be  expected  that  on  a  subject 
like  this  he  would  ienture  to  make  any 
explanation    on    the    present    occasion. 
That    there  might    not  have  been    dif^ 
ferences  among  the  members  of  this  con- 
federacy, he  was  not  prepared  to  assert* 
But  he  would  be  glad  to  know  when  there 
had  ever  been  an  extensive  confederacy  in 
which  differences  of  opinion  did  not  exist; 
but  there  never,  perhaps,  were  so  few  as 
in  the  present.    And  why  were  there  so 
few  ?  Because  there  never  was  such  a  dis* 
position  to  bear  with  little  evils,  diflerences, 
and  inconveniencies,  rather  than  lose  the 
main  object;  and  with  thi.t  great  view  they 
resolved  to  sacrifice  every  thing  subordi^ 
nate.     A  good  deal  had  been  said  of  the 
impolicy    of    strengthening   Sweden,     a 
power  which  in  the  course  of  time  would 
again  be  connected  with  France.     But  if 
the  measure  of  the  Swedish  alliance  was 
advisable    in     the    circumstances    under 
which  it  was  entered  into,  he  was  certain 
that   their   lordships  would  not   wish   to 
abandon  the  alliance  now,  and  to  refuse  to 
perform  our  part  of  the  stipulations,  even 
if  it  should  no  longer  be  advantageous  for 
us.     But  the  case  of  Sweden  was  -now 
much  altered  from  what  it  was  formerly. 
Then  Finland  made  a  part  of  that  country* 
which  it  did  not  now,  and  this  made  a 
great  alteration  in  the  policy  of  that  coun- 
try.    On  the  whole,   he  would  conclude 
with  again  observing,  that  Denmark  had 
made   peace  by  ceding  one  of  her  pro- 
vinces—that that  province  had    resisted 
the  cession-— and  he  wished  their  lordships, 
therefore,  to  arm  the  executive  govern- 
ment with  such  power  as  would   enable 
them,  in  fulfilment  of  tbe  stipulations  of 
the  IVeaty  with  Sweden,  to  bring  this 
matter  to  an  adjustment. 

Lord  Holland  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  lordships  to  the  motion  be- 
fore thein;  which  was,  for  an  Address 
merely  to  suspend  an  act  of  the  last  ex- 
tremity of  war,  while  a  negociation  was 
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pending.    The  defence  of  the  noble  earl 
amounted  to  this  :  we  by  our  Treaty  haye 
put  you  into  this  dilemma,  which  will  at- 
tach a'  stain  on  you  in  all  time  coming. 
You  must  either  do  this,   or  you  must 
break  your  faith  to  the  party  with  whom 
you  entered  into  the  Treaty.     With  re- 
spect to  the  expression  in  the  Treaty,  that 
recourse  was  not  to  be  had  to  force,  except 
Denmark  refused  to  accede  to  the  alliance 
—what  was  to  be  understood  by  it  ?  Had 
Denmark  refused  to  accede?  No!  Then 
we   were  not  called  upon  to  co-operate 
with    Sweden    against    Denmark.      The 
Treaty  said,  that  recourse  was  not  to  be 
bad  to  force  if  Denmark  acceded  to  the 
alliance ;  but*  it  did  not  say  that  if  Den- 
mark pleased  to  cede  Norway,  that  then 
recourse  was  to  be   had  to  force.    The 
noble  lord  had  insinuated,  that  it  was  not 
Norway  that  was  resisting  the  cession,  but 
that  every   thing  took  place  under  the 
cover  of  Denmark.     Then  they*  ought  to 
advise  the  Prince  Regent  to  declare  war 
against  Denmark.    This  might  be  a  rea- 
son for  making  war  against  Denmark,  but 
was  no  reason  for  declaring  war  against 
Norway  as  an  independent  country,  unless 
we  had  guaranteed  to  the  Swedes  the  quiet 
possession  of  that  country.     The  noble 
lord  had  proclaimed  the  numerous  advan- 
tages which  the  common  cause  had  derived 
from  Sweden  ;    but  he  had  not  said,  that 
it  performed  the  strict  words  of  the  Treaty. 
When  Sweden  called  on  us  to  fulfil  our 
part  of  the  Treaty,  we  ought  in  turn  to  an- 
swer— we  will  do  you  a  great  deal  of  good 
too,  but  not  in  the  way  of  the  Treaty— 
we  will  not  assist  in  the  subjugation  of  an 
independent  people  to  your  dominions.^- 
If,    continued    his    lordship,    either    the 
letter  of  the  Treaty  did  not  compel  us  to 
proceed  in  the  most  odious  acts  of  hostility 
against  Norway;  or,  secondly,  if  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  Treaty  had  been  proved,  as 
be  trusted  this  night  they  had,  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  public  law 'of  Europe;  or, 
thirdly,  if  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty 
had  not  been  fulfilled   by  Sweden ;    if 
any  of  these  cases  had  been  made  out  to 
the  satisfaction    of    their    lordships,    he 
thought  they  must  vote  for  the  Resolution 
of  his  noble  friend.     Nothing  but  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  the  case,  or  the  strict 
letter  of  our  engagements,  could  possibly 
induce  us  to  fulfil  such  a  Treaty  as  this, 
which,  by  the  acknowledgment  even  of 
noble  lords  who  defended  it,  was  contrary 
to  the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  man- 
kind, and  w«^  at  the  same  time,  in  direct 


violation  of  the  established  principles  and 
practice   of  all    cirilized    nations.     The 
noble  lord,  who  spoke  last,  had  stated  only 
one  thing  which  seemed  to  him  to  haire  » 
shadow  of  argument.     It  was,  that  Nor^ 
way,    who  had   made  war  against  this 
country  as  a  province  and  a  dependenov 
of  Denmark,  had  no  right  to  set  herself 
up  as  an  independent  power  to  evade  the 
conditions  of  the  Treaty  which  had  bee» 
concluded  between  the  Allies.     He  would 
not  enter  into  the  grounds  on  which  the 
war  had  been  all  along  carried  on  between 
this  country  and  Denmark,  nor  would  be 
speak  of  the  opinion  which  he  himself 
had  occasionally  entertained  of  the  justice 
of  those   grounds:    but  he  supposed    it 
would  be  argued  (and  it  ought  certainly 
to  be  so  argued),  that  we  had  carried  on  a 
defensive  war : — was  it  then  right,  was  it 
our  duty  to  ingraft  on  a  defensive  war,  a 
war  merely  of  offence,  a  war  of  the  most 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  interference,  and 
accompanied  with    every   extremity    of 
suffering  by  which  war  could  be  aggra* 
vated?    He    wished    to   impress  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  heard  him,  that  the 
motion  of  his  noble  friend  went  not  to 
break  the  Treaty,  but  mereljr  to  suspend 
its  execution  while  the  negociations  were 
still  pending,  or  till  some  other  amicable 
arrangement  could  be  made,  or  till  the  real 
sentiments  of- the  people  of  Norway  eoold 
be  fully  ascertained.     But  the  noble  earl 
(Liverpool)  resisted  any  such  delay  or  in* 
quiry;  because,  he  says,  the  people  of 
Norway   are  not  actually  averse  to  the 
change,  except  in  consequence  of  the  arti- 
fices which  have  been  used,  and  the  mis* 
represontations  which  have  been  made  to 
them.     Oh,  but  then  the  noble  earl  will 
state  the  grounds  and  justice  of  the  case 
more  clearly  to  them— he  will  make  eat  a 
most  clear  and  convincing  case  by  inra* 
sion,  by  famine,  by  the  infliction  of  all 
the  miseries  and  horrors  of  war,  and  by 
the  imposition  of  a  hateful  foreign  yoke. 
Oh,  no ;  we  are  again  told  it  was  no  such 
thing ;  but  they  were  to  exchange  their 
old  despotic  government  for  a  free  con* 
stitution.     He   conceived    that    nothing 
could  be  more  correct  than  what  had  been 
stated  by  his  noble  friend  to-night ;  thai 
he  could  form  no  Mea  of  a  free  constitntioa 
established  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  by 
a  foreign  force,  by  menaces  and  terror. 
Ministers  were  indeed  indignant  at  the 
parallel  drawn  between  Spain  and  Nor* 
way.    No  doubt,  there  was  a  diflerence 
in  many  particular  circumstancci ;  but 
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tbey  agreed*  and  were  striotly  the  iame 
in  that  great  leading  point,  of  a  foreign 
government  imposed  upon  a  whole  people 
against  iu  will,  and  in  spite  of  the  most 
determined  resistance.  'Tis  for  free  con- 
stitutions; the  parallel  held  here  too; 
for  a  free  constitution  was  promised  to 
Spain  by  the  articles  signed  by  Buona- 
parte at  Bayonne.  For  his  own  part*  he 
thought  that  all  these  civil  ceremonious 
professions  of  kindness  and  good  will  were 
only  adding  hypocrisy  and  farce  to  insult 
and  injury.  He  would  rather  that  all 
such  acts  should  be  done  at  once  by  down- 
right force,  and  without  any  plea  or  pre- 
text of  right.  But  it  was  insisted  on,  that 
one  great  motive  for  the  transfer  of  Nor- 
way to  Sweden  was,  to  deliver  her  from  a 
despotic  government.  That  is  to  say,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden  (of  whom  he  always  wished  to 
speak  respectfully  as  our  Allies},  had  such 
a  horror  of  despotic  power,  that  they 
could  not  resist  the  humane  inclination 
they  felt  to  relieve  the  poor  people  of 
Norway  from  the  political  slavery  under 
which  they  groaned.  The  same  argument 
was  resorted  to  in  tlie  case  of  Poland,  and 
in  the  case  of  Spain.  It  reminded  him  of 
ft  story  which  he  had  heard  of  a  great 
man  at  the  head  of  what  was  called  the 
Coalition  Administration.  This  noble  person 
had  many  applications  made  to  him  for 
different  lucrative  offices  in  his  disposal: 
but  the  several  candidates  asked  for  them, 
some  for  one  reason,  some  for  another,  but 
none  of  them  for  the  sake  of  the  salary. 
So  none  of  those  who  invaded  the  inde- 
pendence of  states,  or  did  things  the  most 
shocking  to  the  feelings  of  mankind,  ever 
did  them  but  for  the  good  of  those  on 
whom  they  inflicted  their  noxious  benefits, 
Norway,  it  seems,  however,  had  been  an 
enemy  to  this  country,  and  had  done  us 
considerable  injury.  Be  it  so.  But  in 
the  view  of  political  expediency  alone  he 
would  appeal  to  any  individual  in  that 
Bouse,  whether  it  was  not  manifest  and  in- 
disputable, that  Sweden  was  and  roust 
always  remain  th«  natural  ally  of  France, 
and  whether  it  was  prudent  in  us  to  throw 
this  additional  weight  of  maritime  power 
into  the  scale  against  ourselves.  But  Fin- 
land, says  the  noble  lord,  is  no  longer  a 
part  of  Sweden,  and  that  makes  an  ei^tire 
difference  in  the  case.  He  (lord  Holland) 
knew  that  Finland  no  longer  made  a  part 
of  the  dominions  of  Sweden,  and  he  would 
only  aoggeit,  that  if  a  little  conversation 
W0i:0  to  take  pla^  oa  the  manner  in 


which  Finland  had  been  ceded  to  Russia* 
it  might  afford  a  means  of  making  some 
equitable  compensations,  and  getting  out 
of  our  present  difficulties.  He  understood 
the  noble  earl  (Harrowby)  to  say,  that  if 
he  had  no  other  alternative  between  the 
doctrines,  either  that  the  people  had  no 
right  in  any  case  to  resist  the  transfer  of 
their  allegiance,  or  that  the  sovereign  had 
no  right  to  cede  his  dominions  to  a  foreign 
power,  he  would  prefer  the  former.  This 
appeared  to  him  an  extraordinary  proposi- 
tion indeed ;  for  it  went  to  this,  that  the 
right  of  sovereignty  was  vested  solely  in 
the  governors,  and  that  the  people  had  no 
right  or  interest  whatever  m  the  govern- 
ment to  which  they  owed  their  allegiance. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  with  ridiculing 
the  distinction  which  had  been  set  up  be- 
tween guaranteeing  the  possession  of  Nor- 
way to  Sweden,  and  guaranteeing  her  free 
constitution;  and  with  observing,  that 
when  high  sentiments  of  humanity  and 
justice  were  to  be  expressed,  this  was  gene* 
rally  done  by  our  Allies  \  but  when  tbft 
hangman's  office,  the  devil's  business,  was 
to  be  undertaken,  the  odium  unfortunately 
devolved  upon  us. 

Lord  Bormgdon  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  vote  against  the  resolution  ;  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, impossible  to  adopt  any  course 
but  that  which  had  been  pursued  by  hia 
Majesty's  government.  This  he  proceed- 
ed to  shew  from  the  words  of  the  Treaty, 
the  original  copy  of  which  he  compared 
with  the  translation.  The  present,  he 
contended,  was  no  time  for  entering  into 
the  policy  or  impolicy  of  the  Swedish 
Treaty.  That  had  formerly  been  sub- 
mitted to  parliament,  and  received  their 
sanction.  The  cession  of  Norway  by 
Denmark  was  perfectly  consistent  with 
public  law,  as  they  found  it  laid  down  by 
Vattel.  However  he  might  adopt  the 
feelings  of  the  noble  earl  who  had  brought 
forward  this  motion,  and  concurring  as  he 
did  with  many  of  the  principles  which  he 
had  laid  down,  he  coukl  not,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  agree  to  vote  for  the  Address. 

Earl  Grey  expreaed  his  astonishment  at 
the  arguments  used  by  the  noble  lord  who 
had  just  spoken,  and  who,  having  admitted 
that  the  act  itself,  abstractedly  considered, 
was  indefensible,  contended,  that  it  was 
justified  by  the  circomstances  of  the  case ! 
Such  a  doctrine  had  never  befbre  been 
held  in  a  British  parliament.  "  Fiat  jui- 
Utia,  ruat  coslum,'  was  an  old  saying  and 
quotation;  but  the  noble  lord  reverKd  i^ 
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that,  anletB  the  work  was  entered  at 
Stationers'-hail,  they  could  not  claim  their 
right.  .The  contrary,  however,  was  de- 
cided at  common  law;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  the  proprietors  of 
works  suffered  much  hardship  by  being 
obliged  to  deliver  to  the  Universities  a 
certain  number  of  copies,  which,  were 
often  very  expensive,  and  the  sale  of 
which  was  very  limited.  With  respect  to 
the  copy-right  of  authors,  different  views 
were  taken  of  the  subject.  Some  thought 
that  they  had  a  right  in  perpetuity,  while 
othertf  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  a  certain  extent  The  law  now 
was,  that  the  author's  right  existed  for  14 
years  only.  The  class  of  books  which  the 
Universities  were  desirous  to  get,  were 
such  as  were  least  profitable  to  booksellers, 
and  it  was  a  hardship  on  them ;  but  there 
were  other  books,  such  as  novels,  which 
could  be  of  no  use  to  the  Universities. 
The  object  of  his  Bill  would  be,  to  enable 
the  librarians  to  call  at  Stationers' •hall  for 
such  books  as  they  may  desire  to  have. 
He  would,  therefore,  move,  "  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
several  Acts  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  securing  the  copies  and 
copy-right  of  printed  books  to  the  authors 
of  such  books,  or  their  assigns.'' 

Sir  P.  Piood  wished  lo  know  if  the  Bill 
was  to  extend  to  Ireland.  He  hoped  the 
same  number  of  books  would  be  continued 
to  the  Universities  in  that  country  as  here- 
tofore. 

Mr.  D.  Giddjf  said,  at  present  there  were 
only  two  copies  allowed  to  Ireland  ;  and 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  number  would 
be  abridged*— 'Leave  given. 

HOLBORN        AND        FiNSBURT       SeWBRS 

Amendment  Bill.]  Mr.  Whubread  having 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  James,  Clerkenwell,  contributing  to 
the  sewers  rates,  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
moved  the  second  reading,  which  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Mellish. 

Mr.  Byng  spoke  against  the  Bill.  He 
admitted  that  great  abuses  had  prevailed, 
and  that  the  commissioners  had  improperly 
appointed  Mr.  Henley  to  be  clerk  and 
treasurer ;  but  he  contended,  that  the 
commissioners  were  competent  to  correct 
these  abuses. 

Mr.  Whubread,  in  reply,  stated,  that  the 
Bill  was  a  child  of  the  member  for  Mid- 
dlesex, but  that  he  had  deserted  his  off- 
spring.    He  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  taken 


up  the  Bill  as  an  inhabitant  of  ^  Luke, 
who  was  much  aggrieved  by  the  rates; 
and,  as  one  of  the  constituents  of  the  boo. 
member  opposite  (Mr.  Mellish],  he  called 
upon  him  for  redress.  He  trusted,  from 
what  the  hon.  members  had  said,  that  the 
House  would  support  the  Bill ;  as  hia  hoo. 
friend,  and  the  other  member  for  Middle- 
sex, had  both  admitted  that  great  abaaea 
had  existed  under  the  preceding  com- 
mission; that  the  same  person  had  held 
the  office  of  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  had 
thus  done  away  a  useful  check ;  that  al- 
though higher  and  more  frequent  rates 
than  had  ever  been  known  before  had 
been  levied,  a  debt  of  22,000/.  had  been 
incurred;  and  that  contributors  to  the 
rates  had  been  denied  access  to  their  ac- 
counts. The  hon.  members  opposed  the 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  these  abuses  had 
existed  under  the  former  commission. 
He  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  no  doubt  that 
the  present  commissioners  were  all  ho- 
nourable men;  and  that,  although  most 
of  them  had  been  on  the  former  commis- 
sion, (hey  had  set  about  rectifying  some  of 
the  abuses,  especially  after  the  aggrieved 
inhabitants  had  determined  to  apply  to  the 
legislature.  He  had  heard  that  accomts 
had  been  made  out;  but,  he  must  com* 
plain,  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner;  aa  ex- 
planation respecting  the  22,006(.  had  beca 
refused,  on  the  ground  that  the  present 
commissioners  were  not  answerable  for 
the  acts  of  their  predecessors.  He  (Mr, 
Whitbread)  did  not  call  upon  the  House  to 
retrieve  the  past,  but  to  prevent  fnture 
abuses.  Under  the  law;  as  it  now  stood, 
preceding  commissioners  had  committed 
abuses,  and  future  commissioners  would 
have  the  same  power.  For  several  years 
past,  a  rate  of  one  shilling  in  the  pouiki  had 
been  levied ;  which,  on  a  rental  of  upwards 
of  one  million,  had  raised  fifty  thousand 
pounds ;  a  sum  equivalent  to  what  bad 
formerly  been  sufficient  for  the  rate  of  se- 
veral years.  Less  work  had  been  done, 
and  more  money  expended.  I  bad^been 
said,  that  all  amendments  should  apply  to 
the  sewers  laws  in  general.  It  might  be 
better  if  those  laws  were  to  undergo  a  re- 
vision; but  if,  in  1788,  it  had  beenfbond 
proper  to  pass  an  Act  for  the  Holborn  and 
Finsbury  district,  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection to  amend  that  Act  in  the  present 
year.  He  had  heard  that  500/.  had  beeo 
expended  in  tavern  dinners.  It  was  not  fit 
that  a  public  body  should  incur  such  ex* 
pences  as  they  would  not  have  done  vx 
their  individual  capacity. 


813] 


Dukf  (/  WeUmgum. 


Mat  11,  1814. 


[814 


The  House  then  divided;  when  there 
were  49  for  the  Bill,  and  18  against  it. 
Majority  for  the  second  reading,  31. 


HOUSB   OF   LORDS. 
Weinttday,  Mo^  11. 

DuKB  OF  Welungton.]  The  Earl  of 
Lhcrpool  said,  in  rising  to  propose  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Prince  Regent,  in  answer  to 
the  Message  sent  to  their  lordships'  House* 
on  the  subject  of  a  national  grant  for  the 
support  of  the  dignity  and  honours  of  the 
dukedom  of  Wellington,  so  little  did  he 
expect  any  opposition,  that  he  might,  in 
that  view  of  the  question,  content  himself 
with  a  bare  statement  of  th^  nature  of  the 
grant  which  it  was  intended  to  submit  to 
their  lordships  consideration  at  the  proper 
period.  But  though  he  clid  not  think  it 
necessary  to  dwell  at  any  great  length  on 
this  topic,  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  his 
own  feelings,  pass>  it  over  without  a  few 
observations. 

Their  lordships  must  be  well  convinced, 
that  the  present  timet  must  form  a  grand 
epoch  in  the  history  of  this  country.  If 
they  now  looked  back  upon  the  times 
when  the  reputation  of  the  armies  of  this 
country  was  at  the  highest,  with  just 
exultation,— if  they  regarded  those  periods 
as  the  great  epochs  of  the  history  of  this 
country,— >they  would  naturally  reflect 
that  the  present  times  would  be  regarded 
with  similar  feelings  by  their  latest  pos- 
terity. 

It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  their 
lordships,  that  no  very  long  space  of  time 
had  elapsed  since  it  had  been  supposed  by 
some,  and  had  been  industriously  held  out 
by  the  enemy,  that  the  warlike  character 
of  this  country  was  confined  to  one  element. 
It  had  been  Uuntingly  said,  that  they  did 
not  dare  to  leave  their  ships  and  meet  the 
enemy  on  land  on  equal  terms.  It  had 
been  thought  that  our  military  rank  had 
decreased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
our  commerce;  and  that,  though  our 
naval  strength  had,  on  accoont  of  its  con- 
nection with  our  commerce,  reached  a 
height  which  it  had  never  before  attained, 
our  miliury  prowess  on  land  had  from  the 
same  causes  visibly  declined.  How  erro- 
neously they  had  judged  who  had  enter- 
tained this  notion,  was  now  abundantly 
manifested..  They  had  seen,  that  by  the 
unshaken  perseverance  of  this  country; 
by  the  splendid  ulenU  of  the  illustrious 
person  who  had  commanded  our  armies; 
ky  the  admirable  skill  with  which  he  had 


employed  the  means  placed  in  his  hands ; 
by  the  good  conducty  valour,  perseverance, 
and  abilities  of  those  who  had  been 
engaged  with  him  in  ihis  great  work  ;— 
they  had  seen,  that,  by  all  these  qualities 
and  circumstances  combined,  the  military 
character  of  the  British  nation,  by  land  as 
well  as  by  sea,  had  been  raised  to  a  pitch 
of  renown  equal  or  superior  to  that  whicb 
it  had  ever  before  at  any  period  attained, 
not  inferior  to  that  which  had  been  gained 
by  any  nation  of  the  world. 

In  considering  this  subject,  they  were 
naturally  led  to  Took  back  to  the  period  of 
the  Succession  War.     No  man  who  consi- 
dered the  dangers  which  had  been  averted 
by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the 
genius  with  which  he  had  adapted  the 
means  placed  in  his  power  to  the  object  for 
which  he  contended,  could  help  paying 
the   highest  tribute  of  applause   to  the 
memory   of  that    eminent    commander. 
But,  whether  they  considered  the  dangers 
which  had  now  been  averted,  the  talents 
displayed,  or  the  renown  which  had  been 
gained,  they  must  be  convinced  that  the 
glories  even  of  that  brilliant  period  of  Bri- 
tish   history    had    not   only    now    been 
equalled,  but   even   surpassed.     He  was 
far  from  undervaluing  the  service  which 
had    been  rendered  to    the    country  in 
checking  the  ambitious  projects  of  Louis 
14;  but  when  he  considered  the  events 
of  the  times  in  which  we  lived ;   when 
he  had  seen  the  whole  of  Europe  nearly 
subverted ;  when  he  saw  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, the  last  spoils  of  the  invader,  nearly 
overrun ;  when  he  looked  over  the  whole 
hce  of  the  European  continent,  and  hardly 
saw  any  thins  but  France ;  when  he  ce- 
flected  that  the  salvation  of  the  civilijBed 
world  was  to  be  contended  for  in  two  cor- 
ners of  the  peninsula,  within  the  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras  and  the  limits  of  Cadiz — he 
was  compelled  to  state  his  deliberate  con- 
viction, that  a  greater  service  had  been 
done  to  this  country,  and  to  Europe,  than 
ever  had  been  rendered  by  any  oiT  nor 
commanders   during  the    most    admired 
periods  of  oor  former  history.    There  was 
no  comparison,  as  to  the  dangers  averted, 
between  our  own  times  and  those  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.    Their   lordships 
wonld  then  advert  to  the  renown  which 
had    been    acquired.    He    had    already 
stated,  that  no  one  could  rate  higher  than 
he  did  the  ability  and  services  of  the  dnke 
of  Marlboroogh.    The  manner  in  which 
he  commandra  in  the  field,  the  skill  and 
talent  which  he  displayed  in  keeping  the 
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confederaUs  together,  and  in  turning  their 
exertions  to  the  best  account,  justly  enti- 
tled him  to  rank  nmong  the  i^reatest  cap- 
tains of  any   age   or    nation.     He   (lord 
Liverpool)  knew  how  few  had  commanded 
with  so    much    success,— that    he    never 
fought  a  battle  which  he  did  not  gain- 
never  laid  siege  to  a  town  which  he  did 
not    take.     He   knew   the    magnanimity 
which    he    had   evinced,   the    difFiculties 
which  he   had  to  encounter,  and  the  har- 
mony and  concert  which  his  talents  had 
maintained.     But  Marlborough  bad  been 
opposed   to  Louis    14   in   the  decline  of 
his  power,  when  his  most  eminent  officers 
were  dead  or  unemployed,  and  when  mar- 
shal Villars  was  perhaps  the  only  very 
great  general  wiih  whom  he  had  to  con- 
tend.    Let  their  lordships  then  look  at  the 
duke  of  Wellin^^ton,  opposed  to  Buona- 
parte in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  with 
not  only  France,  but  Italy,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  peninsula,  at  his  command. 
Their   lordships    might  remember  what 
was  the  state  of  Europe  four  years  ago, 
when    Russia,    Sweden,   Denmark,  Ger- 
many, nay  the  whole  continent  almost, 
was  on  the  side  of  France,  when  nothing  re- 
mained of  Europe,  except  Great  Britain  and 
the  space  within  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras 
and  the  limits  of  Cadiz.     Let  them  con- 
sider the  situation  of  the  civilized  world  at 
that  period,  and  then  look  at  the  advance 
of  the  duke   of  Wellington  from  Torres 
Vedras  in  1810;   let  them  follow  his  steps 
to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  Badajoz,  and  the 
brilliant  exploits  there    performed ;    let 
them  then  follow  his  course  in  those  opera- 
tions which  closed  with  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca ;  let  them  next  trace  bis  steps  to 
Vittoria  ;   see  him  deliver  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal from  the  oppressor,  carry  the  war 
into  the  invader's  own  territory,  and  at  last 
plant  the  British  standard  in  Bourdeanx. 
Let  them  look  at  all  this,  and  say  whether 
the  renown  which  was  gained  had   ever 
been  exceeded  or  equalled  at  any  former 
period  of  our  history.     Let  them,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  this,  consider  the  glorious  ex- 
ample thus  given  to  other  nations ;    that 
example  which  had  been  followed  with  so 
much  success,  and  had  led  to  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  whole  of  Europe. 

If  ever  there  was  an  occasion  which 
called  for  some  distinguished  exertion  of 
national  munificence,  some  mark  not  only 
of  the  approbation  of  the  sovereign,  but  of 
the  applause  and  gratitude  of  parliament 
and  the  country,  it  was  this.  He  was 
aware  that  he  had  done  but  little  justice  to 
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this  glorious  subject— but  little  justice  to 
his  own  feelings:   but  in  speaking  on  such 
a  subject  at  all,  he  could  not  do  otherwise 
than  say  so  much,  though  aware  that  he 
should  have  no  opposition  to  encounter. 
He  should  now  proceed  to  state  to  their 
lordships  the  particular  nature  of  the  grant 
which  was  proposed  to  be  made,     ll  was 
to  be  brought  forward  in  the  shape  of  a 
Bill,  and,  as  their  lordships  knew»  must 
originate   in  another  place.      It  was  io« 
tended,  then,  in  addition  to  the  parliamen* 
tary  grants  already  bestowed  on  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  to  make  a  further  grant  of 
]0,0()0/.  a  year«  secured  upon  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.     This  annuity  would   be  at- 
tached to  the  dukedom;    but,  as  it  might 
be  desirable  that  it  should   be  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  some  considerable  landed 
property,  a  provision  would  be  introduced^ 
giving  an  authority  to  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  hit  Majesty's  Treasury  to  ad- 
vance a  sum,    not    exceeding  3U0,(XXtf. 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  any  estate  he  might  think  proper. 
In  proportion  as  these  300,000/.  were  ad* 
vanced,  or  any   portion  of  that  sum^  an 
equal  portion  of  the  annuity  would  be  sob- 
traclcd;  so  that  if  the  whole  amount  were 
paid  by  the  lords  commissioners,  the  pea« 
sion  would    be  then  cancelled.     It   was 
thought  better  to  entrust  this  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  than  to  anjr 
commissioners  appointed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  as  little  advantage  had  been  found 
to  result  from  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners both  in  the  case  of  lord  Nelson, 
and  the  former  grant  of  1 0(J,()00/.  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington.    This  10,000i.  a  year« 
in  addition  to  the  4,000/.  a  year  already 
granted  by  parliament  upon  the  Corisoli- 
dated  Fund,  and  the  ](X),000/.  would  make 
the  whole  amount  of  parliamentary  allow- 
ances bestowed  upon  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington about  17,000/.   per  annum.     Hit 
lordship    then    concluded    with    moving 
an  Address  to  his  Koyal  Highness,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  most  gracious  Message;  as- 
suring him  that  their  lordships  would  cheer- 
fully concur  in  measures  to  enable  his 
Royal   Highness  to  make    the  provision 
therein  required. 
The  Address  being  read  ; 
The  Earl  of  Darniey  observed,  that  by 
the  few  words  he  should  say  he  meant  not 
to  interrupt  the  unanimous  vote  to  which 
the  House  was  about  to  proceed.    With- 
out wishing  to  enter  into  any  comparative 
view  of  the  merits  of  the  great  duke  of 
Marlboroogbi  whom  he  regarded  as  one 
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of  the  greaUat  niliUry  and  politUml  cba- 
racurs  that  ever  existed,  he  would  ezp? eei 
bis  approbation  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, as  one  likely  to  meet  the  wifhes  of 
the  country,  and  to  be  satiifiictory  to  the 
illustrious  object  of  it.  Still  be  would  re- 
commend some  more  sobatantial  and  last- 
ing monument  of  the  publie  gratitude,  and 
one  calculated  to  illustrate  the  memory  of 
those  who  so  gloriously  fell  in  the  bat- 
tles of  their  country ;  and  the  noble  lord 
seemed  to  think,  that  granto  so  conferred 
•hould  not  be  calculated  so  much  for  the 
gratification  or  adtantage  of  the  indivi- 
dual, as  for  ft  manifestation  of  public 
gratitude. 

Earl  Siankcpe  considered  the  statement 
of  the  noble  earl  who  moved  the  Address, 
relative  to  the  recent  danger  of  Europe,  as 
rery  correct;  and  it  was  matter  of  exalta- 
tion, that  they  had  not  only  annihilated 
the  conquests,  but  had  cfestroyed  the 
power,  of  one  of  the  vilest  tyrants  that  ever 
existed,  who  made  war  merely  for  the 
pleasure  of  carrying  it  on,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  making  military  establishments 
to  injure  mankind.  He  approved  of  the 
intended  grant  to  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
which  he  thought  he  richly  deserved. 
But  the  best  monument  of  national  grati- 
tude, he  thought,  would  consist  in  neither 
lands  nor  houses.  They  should  recollect 
that  lord  Wellington  had  under  his  com- 
mand soldiers— English,  Scots,  and  Irish  ; 
and  they  were  the  men,  in  conjunction 
with  bis  superior  talents,  who  gained  all 
his  victories.  Their  future  situation  and 
comforts  should  be  attended  to.  Among 
these  soldiers,  too,  were  many  Catholics, 
who,  now  that  the  danger  was  over, 
should  not  be  suffered  to  continue  the  ob- 
jects of  exclusion  or  oppression.  Their 
lordships  ought  now  to  proceed  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  Catholics,  not  in  the  spirit  of 
prejudice,  but  with  a  prepossession  in  their 
favour.  Great  numbers  would  now  be 
paid  off;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  their  lord- 
ships to  protect  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  had  fought  their  battles  from  those 
worst  of  human  beings,  pettifogging  attor- 
nies,  which  their  lordships  would  have  «d 
opportunity  of  doing  by  supporting  hit 
Bills. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  far  preferable  to 
bave  the  sum  of  300,0001.  as  proposed  for 
the  purchase  of  lands,  taken  from  the 
Sinking  rather  than  the  Consolidated  Fund ; 
and  this  he  thought  would  be  a  more 
SMrked  compliment  to  Iho  iUuHriow  ob* 
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joci  of  the  grant,  as  it  wouki  form  the  oafy 
iaalance  of  an  isaue  of  the  kind  from  the 
former. 

The  Duke  of  Naifii^  concurred  in  the 
eulogies  upon  the  merits  of  the  illustriooa 
duke ;  and  adverted  to  the  situation  of  the 
numerous  sailors  and  soldiers  who  woukl 
thereby  be  thrown  out  of  employment^ 
whose  cases  ought,  as  far  as  it  was  prac- 
ticable, to  be  considered.  Though  ha 
greatly  wished  that  meritorious  and  gallaat 
officers  should  meet  with  duo  honorary 
rewards,  and  he  particularly  estimated  the 
professional  characters  of  those  on  whom 
the  honours  of  the  peerage  were  recently 
conferred,  yet  he  deprecated  too  exteu* 
sive  or  frequent  an  addition  to  the  mem* 
hers  of  that  House,  as  militating  against 
the  principles  of  the  constitution.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  long  interval  since  the 
highest  rank  of  the  peerage  was  conferred  ; 
but  expressed  his  satisfodion  at  the  Prioee 
Regent's  having  selected  one  ao  highly 
worthy  of  the  honour  as  the  duke  of  WeU 
liogton,  as  the  first  instance  during  so  long 
a  time.  He  highly  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed g^ant,  and  were  the  amount  larger 
he  shodid  not  object  to  it ;  but  he  thought 
the  property  so  given  should  be  secured, 
for  the  support  of  the  high  dignity  con- 
ferred ;  and  therefore  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  estates  should  be  entailed,  with  a 
reversion  to  the  crown  on  failure  of  issue ; 
and  he  hoped  that  when  the  Bill  was  in  ita 
progress,  some  provision  or  bar  to  that 
effiict  would  be  introduced. 

The  Address  was  then  voted  by  the 
House,  nem.  dU. 

Loan  Ltnboocx.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  Message  of  the 
Prince  Regent  relative  to  lord  Lynedock. 
The  Message  being  read  by  the  clerk. 

The  Earl  of  Lmerpo^  would  trouble 
the  House  with  a  very  few  words :  it  was 
perfectly  in  their  lordships'  recollectioo, 
that  sir  Thomas  Graham  nad  been,  during 
a  considerable  period,  the  second  in  com- 
mand in  Spain  and  Portugal ;  and  he  con- 
tinued in  thb  station  till  the  moment 
when  ho  wae  the  first  to  plant  the  Britisb 
standard  on  the  territo^  of  France.  The 
stale  of  his  health  then  compelled  him  to 
tender  his  resisnation ;  but  the  dittio* 
gotshed  part  wnich  he  had  performed  in 
die  campaigns  of  the  peninsula  was  a  sof^ 
ficicnt  reason  for  reaommending  him  to  tha 
attention  of  parliament  on  the  present  oo^ 
easion«     Whea    tbo   co«it«MOT<dutifl# 
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broke  out  in  Holland,  it  wai  thought  ne* 
ces8ary  to  send  a  person  there,  in  whose 
judgment  and  abilities  the  go?eminent 
could  confide ;  and  though  his  health  was 
far  from  re-established  in  the  way  that 
his  friends  and  the  country  might  wish, 
he  immediately  accepted  the  command, 
under  personal  circumstances  peculiarly 
inconvenient  to  him.  His  achievements 
there  had  not,  indeed,  been  so  brilliant  as 
elsewhere  :  but  no  blaro^  waft  attributable 
to  him ;  he  stood  in  a  situation  of  great 
delicacy,  and  it  was  not  possible  for  any 
one  to  act  with  more  ability,  judgment, 
temper,  and  moderaiioift*  -  The  noble  lord 
then  concluded  with  moving  the  Address, 
which  was  also  carried,  nem.  dii^ 

Lord  Hill.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool 
next  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent's  Mes- 
sage relative  to  lord  Hill. 
The  Message  having  been  read. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  x>bstvrtd  shortly, 
that  sir  Rowland,  now  lord  Hill,  had 
borne  a  distinguished  command  under  the 
duke  of  Wellington  during  the  whole  of 
the  operations  in  the  peninsula.  His  con- 
duct had  invariably  received  the  high  ap- 
probation of  that  illustrious  commander, 
and  had  equally  ensured  him  the  love  and 
respect  of  the  whole  army.  To  him,  in 
case  any  separate  operation  was  to  be 
carried  on,  lord  Wellington  was  in  the 
constant  habit  of  entrusting  the  command, 
as  an  officer  in  whom  he  placed  the  most 
entire  confidence.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  concurring  in  the  object 
of  the  Message,  for  making  a  provision  for 
lord  Hill ;  which  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dii. 

Lord  Bekesford.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent's 
Message  relative  to  lord  Beresford. 
The  Message  having  been  read. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  the 
services  of  sir  William  Carr,  now  lord 
Beresford,  were  well  known  to  all  their 
lordships.  He  had,  however,  the  peculiar 
merit  of  having  trained  and  rendered 
efficient  the  Portuguese  army;  the  sol- 
diers of  which,  under  his  judicious  ma- 
nagement, had  fought  in  line  with  the 
British  troops,  and  had  justly  earned  that 
meed  of  approbation  which  had  been 
awarded  them ;  they  having  been  scarcely 
to  be  distinguished  in  their  conduct  from 
the  soldiers  of  the  British  army.     His 


lordship  took  this  opportonity  of  ■Uiiag, 
that  with  respect  to  the  two  other  diatin* 
guished  officers  serving  nnder  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  who  had  been  ao  jaatlj 
honoured  by  the  Prince  Regent  in  being 
raised  to  the  peerage,  they  were  in  cir- 
cumstances to  decline  any  provision  beins 
made  for  them  by  parliament.  He  hM, 
therefore,  with  respect  to  them,  only  lo 
hope  that  they  might  long  enjoy  the 
honours  which  had  been  so  deaerrediy 
conferred  upon  them.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  concurring  in  the  object 
of  his  Royal  Highness's  Mesaaffe^  for 
making  a  provision  for  lord  BerMlonL 

Viscount  MomUfoyf  in  a  few  words, 
bore  testimony  to  the  merits  of  loql 
Beresford. 

The  Address  was  agreed  to,  newL  d&. 

All  the  Addresses  were  ordered  to  be 

g resented  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Regent  by  the  lords  with  white  itavea. 

Half-Pay  Officers.]  The  Ddie  of 
Norfolk  said  a  few  words  relative  to  the 
situation  of  officers  in  the  army  and  navy 
who  had  served  their  country  with  leml 
and  fidelity,  and  whose  merits  ought  not 
now  to  be  disregarded. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
subject  of  half- pay  was  now  nnder  the 
consideration  of  government ;  and  he  heii 
no  doubt  that  some  measure  would  be 
adopted,  with  a  view  to  the  comfort  of  the 
meritorious  individuals  to  whom  the  noble 
doke  had  alluded. 


HOUSE  OF  CONMON& 

Tkunday,  May  12. 

Orders  of  thb  House  of  ComfONS.j 
Sir  J,  Newport,  seeing  a  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  connected  with  the  home  department 
in  his  place,  wished  to  ask  liron  him  aone 
explanation  with  respect  to  the  non-ese- 
cution  of  an  Order  made  by  the  Honae  of 
Commons,  above  six  weelu  ago« forcer- 
tain  accounu  from  the  variona  conrtaof 
justice.  He  understood  that  the  meaaen- 
ger  of  the  House  had  been  referred  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  in  the  coort  of  King's* 
bench.  He  wished  to  know  if  thatwtt 
the  hti  ? 

Mr«  H*  Addington  replied,  that  having 
heard  of  the  circumstance  only  that  morn- 
ing, be  was  not  prepared  fully  io  satisfv 
the  hon.  baronet.  He  did  understand, 
however,  on  the  best  authority,  that  it  did 
not  properly  belong  to  Um  ofice  of  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  depart* 
ment^  to  execute  the  description  of  order 
to  which  the  hon.  baronet  alluded.  It 
was  only  in  the  case  of  an  address  to  the 
crown«  thai  that  office  was  bound  to  exe* 
cute  such  an  Order  of  the  House.  He 
had  sent  to  ascertain  the  actual  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  but  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived any  precise  information. 

Sir  /.  NetBpori  expressed  his  surprise  at 
what  had  faiien  from  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman; having  distinctly  understood, 
from  two' hon.  friends  of  bis  who  bad  for- 
merly been  in  the  office  of  the  home  de- 
partment, that  although  the  Orders  of  the 
1  loose  fnot  founded  on  an  address)  were 
not  enforced  by  that  department,  they 
were  transmitted  through  it.  Althooghf 
therefore,  the  home  department  was  not 
answerable  for  the  execution  of  the  Order 
in  question,  it  was  in  that  case  answerable 
for  its  transmission.  As  lo  what  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  hid  said  of  addresses, 
e?ery  one  must  feel  the  delay  and  incon- 
venience that  would  result  from  proceed- 
ing by  way  of  address  in  all  cases  in 
which  information  was  required  by  the 
House,  such  as  that  for  which  he  had  had 
the  honour  to  move  six  weeks  ago.  As, 
however,  a  doubt  had  been  started  upon 
the  subject,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  in- 
dispensable that  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
should  be  known  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
their  Orders  should  be  executed. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  during  the  short 
time  that  he  had  had  the  honour  to  hold 
a  situation  in  the  office  of  the  home  de- 
partment, that  office  was  the  regular 
channel  for  the  transmission  of  all  Orders 
of  the  House  of  Commons  relative  to  the 
internal  administration  of  the  country. 
He  also  recollected  a  particular  instance 
that  had  subsequently  occurred,  in  which 
the  home  department  had  circulated  an 
Order  of  the  House  not  founded  on  an 
address.  He  had  simply  moved  for  a  re- 
turn to  be  made  by  the  clerks  of  the  peace 
of  the  diilerent  counties  of  England,  of 
the  number  of  pauper  and  criminal  luna- 
tics in  the  jails  of  their  respective  conn- 
ties.  This  Order  was  served  at  the  home 
pecretary's  office— from  that  office  it  was 
transmitted  to  the  clerks  of  the  peace— 
the  returns  were  made  to  the  office^-and 
by  the  office  sent  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. This  was  really  not  a  light  mat- 
ter. It  involved  in  its  decision  the  due 
discharge  of  all  the  functions  of  that 
House. 

The   Speaker  observed,   that   ht    had 


thought  it  his  duty  to  enquire,  as  well  as 
the  short  compass  of  time 'would  allow 
him,  into  the  course  of  the  execution  of 
the  Orders  of  the  House.  The  subject  was 
of  great  importance,  and  certainly  of 
some  difficulty.  It  had  been  the  uniform 
practice,  for  Orders  of  the  House  which 
related  to  finance  to  be  carried  by  the 
Serjeant  at  arms  to  the  Treasury ;  and 
the  Treasury,  in  aid  and  assistance  of 
those  Orders,  had  undertaken  to  circulate 
them,  and  to  transmit  them  to  the  different 
offices,  to  the  particular  departments  of 
which  they  reKired.  It  wm  supposed, 
therefore,  thaf^ther  Orders  relating  to 
civil,  although  not  to  financial  matters,  if 
carried  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  home  department,  would  be 
circulated  and  distributed  in  a  similar 
way.  In  that  persuasion,  the  messenger 
of  the  House  had  six  weeks  ago  carried* 
to  the  office  of  the  home  department,  the 
Order  of  the  House  obtained  by  the  hon. 
baronet ;  and  as  it  now  turned  out  (for  he, 
the  Speaker,  had  but  recently  been  ac« 
quainted  with  the  fact),  that  messenger 
had  t>een  told  by  a  clerk  of  the  office  to, 
carry  the  Order  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown 
in  the  court  of  Kine's-bench.  He  (the 
Speaker)  confened  that  this  appeared  to 
him  very  astonishing;  but  he  supposed 
that  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  home 
department  did  unadvisedly  think  that  an 
Order  to  all  the  courts  of  justice  in  the 
United  Kingdom  was  properly  served,  if 
served  on  the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  the 
court  of  King^s-bench !  When  the  hon. 
baronet  renewed  his  motion,  the  order 
was  carried  to  the  same  office,  and  the 
same  directions  were  again  given.  At 
last,  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  probably 
alarmed  at  the  circumstance,  began  to  en* 
quire  how  he  was  to  circulate  this  Order, 
such  were  the  plain  facts  of  the  case.  It 
was,  unquestionably,  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  put  the  execution  of  the  Or- 
ders of  the  House  of  Commons  on  a  good 
footing.  He  had  before  observed,  that  it 
was  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Treasury, 
in  all  Orders  of  the  House  relative  to 
finance,  materially  to  aid  and  faciliute 
their  execution*  lif  the  tame  aid  and  fa- 
cility were  afiorded  by  the  office  of  the 
SecreUry  of  Sute  for  the  home  depart- 
ment, it  would  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  public  service.  The  House 
were  well  aware,  that  their  authority  did 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  rest  on  such 
aids  and  facilities.  The  Orders  which 
they  made,  they  could,  if  they  thought 
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fit,  execute  by  their  own  lerranti. 
But  then  came  this  practical  question—- 
should  the  House  provide  a  sufficient 
number  of  messengers  to  carry  their  Or- 
ders all  over  the  kingdom,  or  would  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
home  department,  and  the  other  offices, 
by  affording  the  aids  and  facilities  afibrd- 
ed  by  the  Treasury  in  financial  orders, 
abridge  the  difficulties,  shorten  the  time, 
and  lessen  the  ezpence,  of  the  execution  ? 
It  was  material  that  the  question  should 
not  remain  undecided.  With  a  view, 
however,  to  ascertain  whether  some  mode 
could  not  be  devised  of  obviating  the 
existing  inconvenience,  it  might  not  be 
kiexpedient  to  delay  for  a  few  days  any 
&rther  proceeding  on  the  subject,  leaving 
at  the  same  time  untouched  the  final  au- 
thority of  the  House  to  enforce  their  own 
Orders. 

The  Attorney  General  had  the  satisfaction 
to  inform  the  hon.  baronet,  that  whatever 
mistake  might  have  taken  place  on  the 
inbject,  no  practical  inconvenience  was 
likely  to  result*  as  the  Order  was  in  the 
course  of  execution  in  the  various  courts. 

Mr.  H*  AddiHgtm  repeated  what  he  had 
said,  of  the  sole  duty  of  the  home  depart- 
ment being  to  execute  those  Orders  of  the 
House  which  were  founded  on  addreu. 
and  expressed  his  suspicion  that  the  Order 
adverted  to  by  an  hon.  gjsntleman  (Mr. 
Wynn)  was  of  that  description. 

Mr.  Pomatdy  said,  that  the  authority  of 
the  House  to  enforce  a  return  to  its  Orders 
was  not  liable  to  contradiction  or  doubt; 
and,  presuming  that  the  present  difficulty 
arose  out  of  misconception,  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  defer  any  furiher 
agitation  of  the  subject  for  two  or  three 
days ;  persuaded  as  he  was  that  the  exe- 
cutive government  would  feel  that  it  was 
incumbent  on  them  to  aid,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  execution  of  the 
Orders  of  parliament.  The  only  effect  of 
their  not  doing  so,  would  be  to  increase  the 
expence  to  the  public  ;  for  as  the  Orders 
must  ultimately  be  executed,  the  House 
would  have  to  take  the  execution  into 
their  own  hands,  and  to  employ  for  that 
purpose  an  additional  number  of  servants. 

Mr.  BothMTit  observed,  that  the  Order 
was  a  general  one ;  and  it  did  not  follow, 
therefore,  that  it  should  be  directed  to  one 
office  more  than  to  another.  If  the  pro- 
ceeding had  been  by  an  address  to  the 
crown,  there  would  have  been  no  diffi- 
culty. 

Sir  /.  Ncwp9rt  repeatedj  that  always  to 
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proceed  by  address  would  be  to  to  malti- 
ply  the  business  of  the  House,  that  it 
could  never  be  gone  through  with.  And 
even  if  there  had  been  an  addreast  what 
would  have  been  the  mode  of  oommunica- 
tion  ?  With  the  Secreury  of  State  for  the 
home  department.  Did  not  that  distinctly 
mark  out  the  proper  channel  in  all  casea  } 
He  was  not  unwilling  to  consent  to  the  de* 
lay  of  a  day  or  two ;  hoping,  that  in  that 
time  some  arrangement  might  be  mmdm 
conducive  in  all  respects  to  the  public  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  GouUmrK  observed,  that  the  hon. 
baronet  should  be  aware,  that  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State  could  act  only  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's command.  The  papers  prooarcd 
by  that  office  were  procured  in  conae- 
quence  of  the  royal  pleasure ;  and»  how« 
overanxious  that  department,  no  donbt^ 
was  to  facilitate  the  public  service^  hn 
questioned  whether  it  could,  with  pro- 
priety, proceed  to  the  execution  of  an 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons.     . 

The  Speaker  remarked,  that  there  waa 
no  doubt  that  papers  in  the  actual  cnatody 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  de- 
partment could  be  obtained  only  by  mI* 
dress.  Perhaps,  afier  what  had  passed,  the 
best  way  would  be  to  let  the  matter  raat. 

Mr.  Wymif  to  prove  that  the  Order  to 
which  he  had  aciverted  in  the  coune  of 
his  former  observation,  was  not  foonded 
on  an  address  (as  intimated  by  Mr.  H« 
Addington),  requested  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  entry  in  the  Journals  ;  which  the  Clerk 
accordingly  did  ^  when  it  appeared  to  he 
a  simple  motion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  H.  Ad- 
dington, sir  A.  Pigot,  and  the  Speaker^ 
the  conversation  was  dropped. 

Danish  TsEATY.]  Mr.  Whiikrendmuh^ 
ed  to  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, whether  a  paragraph  which  baa  ap- 
peared in  some  of  the  public  prints,  re- 
specting the  ratification  and  exchange* 
about  the  1 9th  of  April,  of  tbeTrtatjf  with 
the  Danish  government,  was  authentic  ? 

The  Ckanccllar  of  the  Exckefuer  replied  ; 
but  so  inaudibly,  that 

Mr.  WMibread  proceeded  lo  fbllow  hie 
first  question  by  another.  Had  there  beaa 
any  demur  in  the  ratification } 

The  ChmceUor  qf  the  Excheqtutt  said* 
that  he  had  already  stated,  that  the  Treaty 
had  been  ratified. 

Mr.  Whithrtad  apologiied;  obserring^ 
that  he  had  not  understood  the  right  hon. 
gentleman. 
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Mr.  Wfrm  dttired  to  kiiow«  wbeibelr 
there,  had  been  any  alteration  in  the 
Treaty  previous  to  its  ratification  ? 

The  iJhanetUar  </  th  EgehtfUir  replied* 
that  there  had  been  no  alteration  in  any 
of  the  articles  on  which  the  expected  de- 
bate of  that  evening  was  likely  to  turn. 
The  only  alteration  respected  the  retro- 
cession of  the  Danish  colonies. 

Mr.  Wjfm  expressed  his  disappointment 
that  the  papers  which  related  to  the  order 
for  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Norway 
had  not  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Goklkum  apologised  for  the  cironin* 
•tance,  whioh  he  stated  had  arisen  out  of  a 
mistake. 

Mr.  WyiM  had  no  doobt  that  the  delay 
waa  accidental.  It  was  certainly  not 
regular  to  go  to  «  debate  on  a  s«bject»  the 
docnments  respecting  which  were  not 
actually  before  the  Uoose ;  .nevertheless^ 
as  their  nature  was  well  known,  it  might 
be  more  for  the  convenience  of  the  House 
were  be  to  proceed  with  his  promised 
motion.  He  had,  however*  no  objection 
to  postpone  it  until  the  papers  should  be 
presented  and  printed,  if  snch  waa  the  with 
of  the  House. 

The  Ckencelhr  of  the  Exchequer  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  hon.  member  bad  better 
proceed  with  his  motion  that  evening. 
He  would,  however,  have  no  objection,  per- 
haps, to  allow  precedence  to  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  Prince  Regent's  Messages, 
respecting  the  duke  of  Wellington  and 
lords  LyMdockf  Hill»  and  Beresford. 

Mr.  nytm  said,  that  it  would  k>e  impos« 
sible  for  a  moment  to  think  of  interposing 
any  subject  before  that  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

DuKB  OF  Wellinoton.}  The  Ckmicelhr 
of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  ihe  House 
should  form  itself  into  a  committee,  for  the 

Surpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
lessage  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Resent,  relative  to  the  grant  to  the  duke 
of  Wellington. 

The  House  having  accordingly  formed 
Itself  into  a  commttiee,  and  the  Message 
of  the  Prince  Regent  having  been  read. 
The  ChmiceUor  ^  ihe  BaK£equar  said,  in 
rising  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to 
the  distinguished  aarvices  of  the  dnke  of 
Wellington,  which  had  been  attended  with 
auch  glorious  and  beneficial  results  to  ihia 
country  and  Europe  at  large,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any  detail 
of  what  waa  already  so  weU  known  to 


etiry  member  of  the  House.  That  illos-* 
trioas  general  had  gained  immortal  honour 
to  himtelf  by  his  splendid  achievements^ 
and  raised  the  military  renown  of  thiacoan* 
try.  It  ill  became  him  to  read  a  military 
lecture  on  the  different  campaigns  iM 
which  that  greatgeneral  had  been  engaged^ 
By  a  succession  of  achievements,  on  the 
consideration  of  which  the  mind  waa  loel 
in  admiration,  he « had  rescued  a  greal 
empire  from  a  powerful  usurper,  and 
finally  restored  it  to  its  legitimate  sove- 
reign; and  the  praise  which  his  owa 
countrymen  to  xealously  bestowed  on  him, 
was  hailed  by  the  acclamation  of  all 
Europe.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  warmly  second  the  wishes  of 
his  Royal  Highness,  and  enable  that  illna* 
trwus  ffeneral  to  retire,  whenever  he  chos^ 
firom  the  public  service,  and  to  enjoy  ihe 
comforts  of  life  in  a  peaceful  old  age* 
amidst  the  blessings  of  his  countrymen* 
It  was  now  more  than  a  century  since  ano« 
ther  British  general  had  performed  servicea 
of  so  distinguished  a  nature  as  to  bear  to 
come  into  comparison  with  those  of  tho 
duke  of  Wellington.  It  was  far,  however^ 
from  his  intention  to  institute  a  comparison 
between  the  merits  of  these  two  great  men, 
as  such  comparisons  were  seldom  accu- 
rate ;  for  the  different  situations  in  which 
generals  happened  to  be  placed,  were  not 
often  of  a  nature  to  afford  any  thing  liku 
grounds  of  accurate  comparison.  In 
several  respects,  however,  the  situations  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  duke 
of  Wellington  Would  be  round  to  coincide. 
Both  were  leaders  of  combined  armies ; 
and  both,  from  their  distinguished  talents,' 
possessed  that  ascendancy  over  the  minda 
of  all  thoee  entrusted  to  their  command, 
which  led  in  so  eminent  a  degree  to  their 
success.  But  it  must  be  owned,  that  the 
task  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  was  muck 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough;  inasmuch  as  the  people 
who  were  assembled  irgether  onder  the 
duke  of  Wellington  were  much  more  die* 
similar  in  their  manners,  their  habits,  and 
their  religions,  than  were  the  German^ 
Dutch,  and  Enulish  troops  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  doke  of  Marlborough.  It 
was  to  the  honour  of  the  duke  of  Wef* 
Kngton,  that  he  had  always  stood  superior 
to  every  thing  like  pecuniary  censidera* 
tions,  and  that  the  most  distant  suspicion 
in  this  respect  bad  never  attached  to  hta 
name.  He  waa  sure  the  Honse  would  feel, 
that  the  high  elation  to  which  he  had  been 
raiaed  sbodd  not  be  rendered  displeasing 
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to  bim  from  any  circumitances  in  hif 
situation.  He  was,  indeed,  confident  th^t 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  House  to  add  every 
conyenience  to  that  rank  which  it  might 
be  thought  to  require.  He  should  there- 
fore propose  to  the  committee,  that  an 
annuity  of  10,000/.  a  year,  in  addition  to 
the  grants  already  bestowed  on  him,  be 
secured  to  him  on  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
As  it  would  be  advisable  that  the  grant 
should  be  settled  on  a  territorial  basis, 
provision  should  be  made  that  this  annuity 
might  be  redeemed  at  30  years  purchase 
.—that  is,  for  the  sum  of  300,000/.  It  was 
hoped,  that  by  leaving  the  investment  of 
the  erant  to  the  discretion  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  he  would  speedily  be  able  to 
carry  into  efiect  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
estate,  which  the  commissioners,  in  the 
case  of  a  former  grant  (earl  Nelson's),  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  accomplish.  With 
respect  to  a  public  monument,  which  he 
had  heard  suggested,  he  was  not  prepared 
at  present  to  give  his  opinion.  In  a  pur- 
chase  of  an  estate  of  the  value  of  3  or 
400,000/.,  it  was  by  no  means  improbable 
that  a  very  sumptuous  mansion  might  be 
got  along  with  the. estate;  and  50  or 
60,000/.  might  be  taken  out  of  the  grant 
in  making  any  necessary  repairs  and  addi- 
tions. If  an  estate  should  be  purchased, 
in  all  other  respects  satisfactory,  but  not 
provided  with  a  suitable  mansion,  it  would 
be  for  the  liberality  of  parliament  to 
supply  this  deficiency  at  some  future 
period. 

He  should  wish  to  bring  before  the  com- 
mittee at  present,  though  the  subject  was 
not  strictly  before  them,  what  little  he  had 
to  say  of  the  other  noble  persons,  the  sub- 
jects of  the  remaining  Messages  from  the 
Prince  Regent,  who  enjoyed  the  merit  and 
the  distinction  of  being  bis  companions  in 
arms.  He  wished  to  present  him  to  the 
House  as  he  appeared  in  the  field  of  battle, 
surrounded  by  those  his  gallant  compa- 
nions.—The  first  whom  he  should  name 
was  lord  Lynedock,  a  singular  instance  of 
great  proficiency  attained  in  a  profession 
not  embraced  in  early  life.  He  first  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  siege  of  Toulon. 
He  afterwards  joined  the  Austrian  army  in 
Italy,  and  shared  in  all  the  dangers  of  that 
army.  He  threw  himself  into  a  blockaded 
fort  in  Mantua,  upon  which  occasion  he 
distinguished  himself  in  a  very  eminent 
degree.  He  was  afterwards  engaged  in 
the  long  blockade  of  Oporto,  and  he  ac- 
companied sir  John  Moore  in  Spain.  The 
battle  of  Barrosa,  fought  by  him  during 
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the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  his  conduct  at 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  San  Sebastian,  waa 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  one. 
The  want  of  health  compelled  him,  aa 
soon  as  he  could  do  so  without  injury  to 
the  public  service,  to  return  to  this 
country ;  but  the  want  of  health  cooki  not 
prevent  him4irom  again  taking  the  com- 
mand in  Holland,  when  his  country  called 
for  his  exertions.  He  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  a  measure  which  had  not,  it  is  true, 
been  attended  with  the  favourable  reaoU 
which  it  merited ;  he  meant  the  siege  of 
Bergen-op-Zoom.  One  of  the  greatest 
judges  of  military  merit,  however,  Buo- 
naparte, was  reported  to  have  spoken  of 
it  as  one  of  the  best  combined  and 
best  judged  military  enterprizes  that  had 
ever  been  formed.  This  place  held  oak 
long  against  Louis  Hth,  at  the  head 
of  100,000  men;  and  it  was  therefore 
highly  honourable  to  the  military  skill  of 
lord  Lynedock,  that  he  shouki  obtain  pos- 
session of  it  in  the  manner  he  did  ;  thovgb, 
from  circumstances  which  it  was  impoisi- 
ble  to  guard  against,  the  design- was  ulti- 
mately rendered  abortive.  He  should 
next  call  their  attention  to  a  no  less  dis- 
tinguished individual,  lord  HilU  who  at 
the  battle  of  Vittoria,  and  on  many  other 
occasions,  had  performed  the  most  eminent 
services;  and  who  on  the  13th  of  Decem- 
ber last  defeated  the  largest  portion  of  the 
army  of  Soult  before  Bayonne^  He  came 
lastly  to  speak  of  lord  Beresford.  He  eom- 
menced  his  military  career  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  He  brought  a  nation,  which 
hsd  generally  been  considered  as  enfeebled 
and  incapable  of  military  exertion,  to  the 
highest  state  of  disciphne;  and  at  the 
battles  of  Busaco,  Albuera,  and  Salamanca, 
he  had  stood  foremost  in  the  career  of 
glory.  But  he  should  think  himself  un- 
justifiable, if  upon  this  occasion  he  passed 
over  the  two  noble  lords  who  from  the 
most  honourable  motives  had  declined  to 
partake  of  the  royal  bounty;  lord  Niddry 
and  lord  Combermere.  Ibese  noble  per- 
sons had  no  views  of  superfluous  wealth, 
and  had  afforded  an  instance  of  self-denial 
very  seldom  to  be  met  with.  [Hear,  bear!} 
It  was  gratifying  to  him  to  hear  that  in 
this  short  tribute  he  was  speaking  the 
sentiments  of  the  House.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  wished  to  mention  that  this 
annuity  of  10,000/.  to  be  exchanged  for 
an  estate  of  300,000/.  with  the  former 
granu  of  100,000/.  and  of  4,CXX)/.  per 
annum#  would  make  the  total  sum  payable 
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to  the  duke  of  Wellington  amount  to  be- 
tween 18  and  19,000^  a  year. 

A  Resolution  was  then  moved,  "  That 
the  sum  of  10,000/.  be  paid  annually  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  for  the  use  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington  ;  to  be  at  any 
time  commuted  fpx  the  sum  of  300,000/. 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate.'' 
—On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  he  had  but  one 
objection  to  the  motion.  As  to  the 
achtefements  of  the  great  man  whom  they 
were  now  called  upon  to  reward,  they 
might  well  say  that  they  spoke  for  them- 
aelves.  It  was  not  unbecoming,  however, 
to  observe,  that  lord  Wellington  had 
fallen  on  times  in  which  the  spirit  of  de- 
traction had  not  dared  to  attack  him ;  and 
in  this  respect  he  was  not  like  the  duke  of 
Marlborough ;  for  there  was  no  man  to 
wicked,  so  stupid,  or  so  envious,  as  to 
venture  to  detract  from  the  glory  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  It  had  oAeo  been 
said,  that  the  merit  of  great  men  was 
seldom  allowed  in  their  own  day ;  and 
that  they  must  trust  to  posterity  for  that 
fame  which  their  contemporaries  denied 
them  ;  but  to  the  distinguished  individual 
of  whom  he  was  speaKing,  they  might 
well  say:— 

Pra&senti  tibi  maturos  largimur  bonores. 
When  they  all  agreed  that  the  crown  bad 
acted  properly  in  conferring  the  dukedom, 
it  was  the  business  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  provide  that  the  successors  to  the 
dukedom  should  never  look  to  the  crown 
for  an  addition  to  the  original  grant,  to 
enable  them  properly  to  support  their 
dignity.  Nor  did  he  think  it  dignified, 
that  at  any  future  period  recurrence 
should  be  bad  to  the  future  bounty  of  the 
crown,  in  the  way  stated  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  said  that  it 
would  be  open  hereafter  to  the  House  to 
make  a  farther  grant,  if  they  found  the 
present  insufficient  for  all  the  requisite 
purposes.  The  House  and  the  public 
must  have  in  their  contemplation,  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington  was  now  established 
in  the  rank  of  the  hiffhett  landed  property 
of  the  country.  It  was  proper  that  a 
splendid  mansion  should  be  either  built  or 
bought  for  him.  When  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  spoke  of  50,000/.  as  adequate 
to  this  purpose,  every  body  knew  that  a 
fit  mansion  for  the  duke  of  Wellington 
could  not  be  built  for  50,000/.  nor  for  less 
than  100,000/.  Out  of  the  money  pro- 
posed this  night,  if  so  large  a  portion  were 
to  be  sunk,  what  remained  would  not  be 
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adequate  to  the  intended  purpose.    It  did 
not  become  him  to  propose  a  larger  grant, 
but  he  should   be  pleased   if  the  grant 
were  to  be  enlarged,  and  if  the  whole  of 
the  purpose  of  parliament  should  be  ac- 
complished that  day.     With  regard  to  the 
other  splendid  characters,  he  joined  most 
cordially' in  the  tribute  to  their  well-earned 
fame  ;  and  he  was  glad  to  see  this  war 
wound  up  with  an  act  of  public  munifi- 
cence.    He  thought  that  the  gallant  mem- 
bers of  another  service,  who  had  never 
failed  to  distinguish  themselves,  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten  on  such  an  occasion.    He 
did  not  deny  that  the  country  had  been 
sensible  of  their  worth  when  any  great 
victory  was  achieved  by  them  ;  but  at  tbo 
close  of  the  war,  there  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  the  profession. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  a  similar  mea- 
sage  from  the  Prince  Regent  would  soon 
afford  them  an  opportunity  for  a^ain  dis- 
playing their  liberality.     He  wished  thia 
also,  because  the  co-operation  of  the  two 
services,  which  in  former  times  had  never 
been  so  cordial,  had  mainly  contributed  to 
our  late  success ;  and  because  he  was  con* 
vinced    the  army  would    feel   that    tho 
whole  was  not  done  if  the  navy  was  left 
out. 

Mr.  Pamonhy  said,  though  it  was  un- 
usual for  those  sitting  on  his  side  to  inter- 
fere in  cases  like  the  present,  lie  could  not 
but  think  the  grant  too  small.  The  Prince 
Regent  had  raised  the  great  commander 
to  the  highest  rank  in  this  country ;  and 
was  any  gentleman  in  that  House  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  18  or  19,000/.  a  year 
was  sufficient  to  support  the  dignity  ot 
that  rank?  He  knew  it  might  be  said, 
that  he  was  also  in  the  enjoyment  of  graota 
from  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  govern- 
ments ;  but  the  House  would  not  be  acting 
wisely  if  it  took  these  grants  into  consi- 
deration. It  was  true,  he  might  long  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  them;  but  there  was  no 
saying  when  this  country  might  be  in  % 
state  of  hostility  with  both  those  countriet. 
Would  it  be  proper  then,  that  he,  or  any 
of  his  descendants,  should  look  to  these 
countries  for  any  part  of  his  revenue? 
This  grant  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  en* 
larged,  and  in  the  speediest  manner  con- 
verted into  land.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
him  possessed  of  a  revenue  arising  from 
the  interest  of  a  sum  of  money  ;  he  wished 
to  see  him  in  possession  of  a  great  landed 
estate,  which  should  descend  to  the  re« 
motest  posterity.  If  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tieman  was  not  dispoaed  to  amend  the  mo«. 
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tion,  by  proposing  a  larger  sum,  he  would 
himself  move  for  something  additional. 
Should  any  person  have  proposed  500«000/. 
he  would  have  voted  for  it  without  the 
least  reluctance.  He  should,  however, 
vote  for  400,000(. ;  and  if  he  imagined 
that  there  was  any  probability  of  success, 
he  would  even  propose  i»00,000/. 

Mr.  Canning  was  inclined  to  give  the 
largest  sum  which  had  been  mentioned. 
At  the  same  time,  he  thought  it  but  fair  to 
•ay,  that  government,  in  coming  down 
with  a  proposition  of  this  nature,  must 
keep    in    view    other  considerations,  by 
which  the  generosity  of  individual  gentle- 
men was  not  restrained.     He  should  wish, 
therefore,  any   proposal  of  increase    to 
come  from  that  quarter,  rather  than  from 
any  other.     If  bis  right  hon.  friend  was 
not  prepared  to  come  forward  with  any 
aagmentation,  or  to  give  at  once  a  nega- 
tive answer^  he  thougiit  it  would  be  better 
for  bim  to  take  time  for  the  consideration 
of  the  matter.     He  agreed  with  an  ben. 
gentleman,    that  what    was  to  be  done 
ought  to  be  finally  done  now.    The  duke 
of  Wellington  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to 
the  remotest  suspicion  of  shaping  his  con- 
duct with  the  view  of  either  conciliating 
the  favour  of  government,  or  flattering  the 
popular  feeling.     E^ery  thing  should  be 
done,    before  his    presence    amongst  us 
should  run  away  with  our  judgments :  on 
a  sober  estimate  of  those  services  that  live 
on  record,  the  remuneration  of  them  ought 
to  be  awarded.      Neither  did  he  wish  to 
see  that  great  man  hesitating  whether  the 
investment  of  the  grant  in  funds  or  land 
would    be  most    advantageous    for  him. 
Every  thing  mechanical  ought  to  be  taken 
off  his  shoulderft. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  ExckeqtMT  did  not 
conceive  50,000/.  adequate  to  build  a  fit 
mansion  for  the  duke  of  Wellington;  he 
merely  thought  it  likely  that  a  manor 
would  accompany  such  a  considerable 
property  as  was  proposed  to  be  purchased, 
and  that  this  sum  might  be  sufficient  to 
fepair  and  enlarge  it.  He  fell  in  with  the 
•nggestions  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  and  would  move  for  an 
additional  100,000/.  making  in  all  the  sum 
of  half  a  million  now  and  formerly  granted 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington  by  the  nation. 
The  annuity  would  be  increased  in  conse- 
quence to  ]  SfiOOL 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  this  would  make 
the  gift  worthy  of  both  giver  and  re- 
ceiver. 

The  motions  for  tho  annuity,  and  the 


grant  of  400,000/.  for  its  redemption^  wore 
then  put  and  carried  fieift.  con* 

The  House  having  resumed,  tho  Re* 
port  was  ordered  to  bp  received  to* 
morrow. 

LORDsLYNEDOCK,HlLLy  AND  BbRESFOBD.] 

The  House  then  resolved  into  a  committee 
on  the  Message  of  the  Prince  Regent  re» 
specting  lord  Lynedock ;  when 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exc/tequtr  immedi* 
ately  rose,  and,  without  comment,  pro* 
posed  a  Resolution  for  granting  to  bfs 
lordship  the  annual  sum  of  2,000/.  from  the 
3d  instant,  to  be  settled  on  himself,  and 
his  two  next  surviving  heirs ;  which  W9M 
also  carried,  nem.  con.  and  the  Report  oi^ 
dered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  into  a 
-committee  on  the  Message  respecting  lord 
Hill,  to  whom  the  Chancellop  of  the  Ex- 
chequer proposed  a  similar  annuity  aa  that 
voted  to  lord  Lynedock: 
On  the  question  being  put, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  observed,  that  Im  wai 
perfectly  satisfied  the  sum  propoeed  bj 
the  richt  hon.  gentleman  was  justified  by 
precedent;    but  he  would  ask  whether 
2,0(X)/.  a  year  coald  be  considered  a  rafii* 
cient  stipend  to  support  the  disnity  of  the 
noble  lord  in  question,  who,  it  alMNifd  be 
recollected,  wasbut  the  younger  brelber 
of  a  very  respectable  family  ?    He  srae 
aware  that  this  was  the  sum  voted  to  laid 
Rodney  thirty  years  ago  ;    but  he  appr^ 
bended  no  person  would  deny  thai  the 
value  of  money  at  that  period,  and  at  the 
present,  was  extremely  different;   and  a 
sum  which  might  then  be  considered  Khe- 
ral,  would  now  be  deemed  parsimonious^ 
He  thought  a  grant  of  3,000/.  a  year  weald 
be  no  more  than  commensurate  with  the 
rewards  given  on  former  occasions ;  and 
this  he  conceived,  for  every  reason,  had 
best  be  vested  in  land. 

Sir  Charles  Monck  would  be  glad  to 
bear  it  explained,  why  the  provision  made 
for  a  duke  should  be  of  a  more  lasting  na« 
ture  than  that  made  for  a  baron  ?  Was  not 
a  baron  equally  called  upon  to  support  htt 
independence  ?  and  ought  he  not  to  \>e  aa 
independent  as  a  duke,  of  the  parliament 
and  the  crown  ?  If  this  was  admitted,  he 
would  ask,  howj  it  was  that  the  proposed 
provision  fur  lord  Hill  was  only  to  extend 
to  himself,  and  his  two  succeeding  heirs  ? 
He  considered  that  2,000/.  a  year  was  no 
independence ;  and  that  the  man  who  had 
only  such  a  stipend  would  b^  opeo  to  the 
panders  of  corruption. 
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The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  consi- 
dered, thai  if  the  standard  of  independence 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  that  only  at  which  inde- 
pendence could  be  maintainedy  the  parlia- 
ment would  indeed  be  reduced  to  the 
greatest  danger.  He  apprehended,  many 
members  of  that  House  were  capable  of 
maintaining  both  their  independence  and 
their  dignity  with  a  much  less  sum  than 
2,000/.  a  year.  The  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  considered  his  own  habits 
as  the  criterion  whereby  to  form  an  esti- 
mate of  the  fellings  and  properties  of 
others  ;  but  that  this  criterion  bad  been 
erroneous*  he  believed  the  House  in  ge- 
neral w-ould  fully  agree.  With  respect  to 
nny  addition  to  be  made  to  the  proposed 
annuity  to  lord  Hill,  it  would  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  House,  that  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had,  in  the 
propositiiHi  which  he  had  submitted,  acted 
from  precedents :  if  it  was  thought  proper 
to  depait  from  those  precedents,  the 
House  had  the  power  of  so  doing.  At  pre- 
sent, however,  he  thought  it  would  be  best 
to  agree  to  the  rates  as  submitted,  and  to 
reconsider  them  on  a  future  day. 

Sir  CharUs  Moiuk  saiil,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  ^iveii  no  explanation  as  to 
the  extension  of  the  annuity  beyond  the 
grandson  of  lord  Hill.  Unless  some  sutjs- 
faciory  answer  were  ^iveii  on  this  point, 
he  should  move  an  amendment  lo  extend 
the  annuity  to  all  persons  to  whom  the 
title  should  descend  hereafter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  remark- 
ed, that  the  expediency  of  buch  an  amend- 
ment as  this,  would  apply  to  many  noble 
families  who  had  already  received  annui- 
ties upon  the  terms  now  proposed. 

Sir  Charlet  Monck  said,  the  House  was 
not  bound  to  adhere  to  bad  precedents. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wjftin  remarked,  that  lord 
Lynedock  had  an  independent  fortune ; 
this  was  not  the  case  with  lord  Hill.  It 
might,  however,  be  better,  as  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  agree  to 
the  votes  as  they  were  now  worded  ;  and 
to  re-consider,  at  a  future  period,  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  extend  them,  either 
as  to  sum  or  period. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no 
objection  to  this  suggestion. 

Sir  Charles  Monck  considered,  that  in  the 
proposition  for  confining  the  annuity  to 
the  two  succeeding  heirs  to  the  title,  his 
Idajesty's  ministers  had  it  in  contempla- 
tion, by  rendering  it  necessary  for  the 
future  baron  to  apply  to  the  public  purse 
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to  support  bis  dignity,  to  deprive  bim  of 
his  independence,  and  render  him  more 
open  to  the  operations  of  corruption. 

Mr.  B^  BnthuTit  said,  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  certainly  attributed  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  a  refinement  of  corrup- 
tion which  was  perfectly  novel — for  he 
not  only  gave  them  credit  for  desiring  to 
preserve  its  influence  at  present,  but  for 
three  generations  to  come. 

Sir  Charlet  Monck  was  only  desirous  of 
knowing,  whether  there  was  any  disposi* 
tion  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  accede  to  the  amendment  which  he  had 
suggested  ?  If  there  was,  he  was  satisfied. 

The  question,  in  its  original  form,  was 
then  put  and  carried,  and,  as  in  the  other 
cases,  the  House  resumed,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  Message  respecting  lord  Beresford 
was  then  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  A  resolution  similar  to  the 
former  ones  was  proposed,  and  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  in 
like  manner. 

The  Blockade  of  Nob  way.]  Mr.  C. 
W,  IV^nn  rose,  according  to  the  notice 
on  this  subject,  and  said,  that  he  had  wil- 
lingly waved  the  precedence  which  his 
motion  was  entitled  to,  in  favour  of  the 
propositions  in  honour  of  those  who  had 
gallantly  and  successfully  contended  in 
the  defence  of  their  country.  1  hough 
his  motion  was  on  a  subject  similar  to 
those  which  had  preceded  it,  he  would 
willingly  have  abstained  from  it,  if  any 
assurance,  or  even  hope,  were  given  that 
it  would  not  be  attempted  to  subjugate 
the  brave  people  of  Norway  to  a  rival 
and  hostile  nation.  But  when  he  saw,  oa 
the  part  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  a  decla- 
ration that  he  should  throw  no  obftaclea 
in  the  way  of  the  cession  of  Norway  to 
Sweden,  and  when  he  (Mr.  \V.)  found 
that  the  commissioners  from  the  allied 
powers,  who  were  to  proceed  to  Copen* 
hagen  and  to  Norway,  were  gone,  not  to 
negociate,  but  to  attempt  to  conciliate  the 
people  of  Norway  to  the  projects  which 
had  been  formed  for  their  subjugation,  and 
when  these  proceedings  were  accompanied 
by  acts  of  hostility,  he  could  no  longer 
abstain  from  appealing  to  the  justice  and 
feelings  of  the  House.  B^t  if,  even  at 
the  present  moment,  an  assurance  were 
given,  that  the  blockade  of  the  kingdom 
of  Norway  should  be  suspended  during 
the  negociation  of  the  commissioners,  he 
would  be  content  to  withdraw  his  motion* 
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It  was  clearly  consistent  with  the  privi- 
lege of  the  House  to  recommend  any  sab- 
ject  to  the  crown,  on  a  point  which,  in 
negociations  pending,  should  be  insisted 
on.  This  was  recently  exemplified  in  the 
Address  of  the  Hoase  relative  to  the  Slave 
Trade.  It  was  therefore  not  only  com- 
petent to  the  House,  but  regular,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  crown  the  interests  of  any 
particular  body  of  men,  if  they  should  be 
deemed  worthy  of  support.  Having  pre- 
mised thus  much,  the  first  point  that  nata- 
rally  occurred  in  the  consideration  of  the 
question  was,  the  state  of  our  engase- 
ments  to  Sweden  by  Treaty,  and  whether 
we  were  to  assist  that  power  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  a  free  people ;  an  obligation 
which  even  those  who  thought  it  existed 
would  acknowledge  to  be  one  of  the  most 
odious  nature.  What  were  the  engage- 
ments in  the  words  of  the  Tireaty  i  That 
his  Britannic  Majesty  engaged,  not  only 
not  to  oppose,  bat  to  assisl  by  bis  good 
offices  in  procuring  the  cession  of  the 
kingdom  of  Norway  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  or  by  employing,  if  necessary, 
his  naval  force  in  co-operation  with  the 
force  of  Russia  and  Sweden;  bat  that 
force  should  not  be  resorted  to,  unless  the 
king  of  Denmark  previously  refbsed  to 
join  the  allied  powers.  Coofd  it  now  be 
contended,  that  the  object  of  this  Treaty 
had  not  been  fulfilled,  when  the  king  of 
Denmark  had  joined  the  Allies  with  twelve 
thousand  men;  that  we  were  justified  in 
using  force  ;  or,  when  the  king  of  Sweden 
had  declared  that  he  was  so  well  satisfied 
with  the  cession  of  Norway  by  Denmark, 
that  he  had  given  to  this  last  power  a 
suitable  indemnity  ?  Could  it  be  more  fully 
expressed  than  it  had  been  by  that  Treaty, 
that  the  cession  of  Norway  was  the  only 
object  of  it  ?  Not  only  had  Norway  been 
ceded  by  Denmark  by  Treaty,  but  all  the 
stipulations  of  that  Treaty  bad  been  most 
fully  complied  with.  It  was  stipulated, 
that  the  king  of  Denmark  should,  for  him- 
self and  his  successors,  renounce  all  sove- 
reignty over  Norway — that  he  should,  by 
proclamation,  inform  the  Norwegians  of 
Lis  renunciation— that  he  should  recal  all 
the  Danish  functionaries,  and  evacuate  all 
the  fortresses.  All  these  articles  had  been 
most  fully  complied  with.  It  could  not, 
he  believed,  be  said  that  any  Danish 
troops  were  now  remaining  in  Norwny. 
The  n<itural  interpretation  of  our  Treaty 
with  Swell  en  was,  that  we  were  not  called 
on  further  to  assist  in  the  subjugation  of 
Norway.    This  construction  wus  fortified 
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by  the  explanation  of  the  noble  lord,  se* 
cretary  for  foreign  affairs  (lord  Castle* 
reagb),  during  the  debate  last  year  on  the 
same  subject,  who  then  stated,  that  we  hod 
thought  proper  to  refuse  to  guarantee  to 
Sweden  the  possession  of  Norway  ;    that 
it  was  true,  that  Russia  had  guaranteed 
the  possession,  but  that  we  bad  merely 
engaged  not  to  oppose  it.     If  yet  it  was 
supposed  that  the  meaning  of  the  Treaty 
was  dubious,  what  was  the  course  to  fa!e 
taken?    We  could  call  in  to  our  assist- 
ance the  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations ; 
for  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that  ail  we 
had   agreed  by   treaty  to    perform    was 
ajpreeable  to  the  law  of  nations;  or  that, 
ir  any  new  coarse  were  taken,  it  woald 
not  be  left  doubtful,  but  most  clearly  and 
distinctly  be  expressed.     He  would  not 
tire  the  House  with  all  the  authorities  on 
the  subject;    but    all    the    considerable 
writers,  Grotius,  Puffendorff*,  and  Vattel, 
bad  held,  that  though  a  sovereign  might 
cede  any  part  of  his  dominions  for  the  se* 
curity  of  the  rest,  yet  that  the  part  ceded 
was  by  no  means  bound  to  submit  to  the 
cession.    Stronger  authorities  than  these 
need  not  be  quoted.     It  was  true,  that 
many  instances  might  be  adduced  of  ag- 
ffression  of  every  species  arising  from  an* 
aisguised  ambition ;  but  these  authors  had 
uniformly  been    looked  on  as  the  land- 
mark of  public  law,  according  to  yhicb« 
if  any  doubt  arose  in  a  treaty,  it  must  be 
presumed   that   the  agreement  was  con- 
cluded.    In  what  ii^ht  were  we  to  con- 
sider the  people  of  Norway  ?    as  an  inde- 
pendent state,  or  as  a  revolted  part  of  the 
dominions  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  or  as  a 
part  of   the    dominions  of  the  king  of 
Sweden  r  Viewing  them  in  either  of  these 
lights,  we  were  not  obliged,  or  justified  in 
our  attempt  to  subjugate  them.     Was  it, 
however,  to  be  said,  that  we  had  been  at 
war  with  the  crowns  of   Denmark  and 
Norway;    and  that  having   made  peace 
with  the  former,  we  continued  at  war  wiih 
the  latter?    If  this  were,  admitted,  yet  as 
there  were  laws  of  war  as  well  as  of  peacCg 
it  would  be  proper  for  un  to  look  at  the 
^round^  on  which  we  had  first  commenced 
hostilities.     We   had  entered  into  a  war 
with  Denmark  in  ordtr  to  gel  possession 
of  her  fiectt,  which  we  supposed  might  be 
turned  against  us;  having  obtained  them, 
we  were  willing  to  make   peace,   which 
Denmark  then  refused  to  do,  but  pursued 
the  war  for   the  purpose  of   obtaining  a 
restitution  or  indemnity.     She  bad  at  last, 
however,  made  peace,  and  wc  continued 
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the  war  with  Norway,    j^^ow  lopposiog, 
for  the  sake  of  the  argameot,  that  we  had 
begun  the  war  on  justifiable  groundii  yet 
had  wc  any  reason  to  proceed  to  an  abio- 
iute  subjugation  of  that  country  when  she 
implored  peace?    If  we  recurred  to  the 
examples  of  ancient  timet,  we  might  find 
that  war  then  authorized  every  speciei  of 
barbarity ;    but  at  present,    consistently 
with  the  maxims  of  Christianity,  we  were 
obliged  to  contend  that  we  carried  oo  war 
merely  for  self-defence.     In  feudal  times 
it  was  always  at  the  discretion  of  a  con- 
queror, whether  he  would  give  quarter; 
and  so  late  as  the  lOth  century,  it  was 
deemed  justifiable  in  a  captor  to  kill  his 
captive;  but  now  quarter  was  demanded 
as  a  matter  of  absolute  right,  and  it  was 
only  justifiable  to  deprive  a  captive  of 
personal    liberty.     We  were  not,  there- 
fore, justified,  on  the  ground  of  our  ori- 
ginal war  with  Denmark,  to  pursue  to  ex- 
termination tiie  hapless  people  of  Norway. 
As  it  was  always  the  right  of  a  people  over 
whom  their  sovereign  had  renounced  his 
allegiance,  to  refuse  to  be  transferred  to  a 
foreign  prince,  so  their  resistance  ought 
only  to  be  restrained  by  prudence;  as  a 
man,  to  whose  breast  a  pistol  is  presented 
by  a  highwayman,  merely  considers  whe- 
ther he  has  such  a  chance  of  success  as 
warranu  him  in  hazarding  his  life  in  re- 
sisting him.    This  right  of  resistance  had 
in  all  times  been  exercised  by  nations. 
When,    by    a    base    act    of    submission 
on  the  part  of  iheir  monarch,  the  Scot- 
tish nation  was  delivered  up  to  Edward  1, 
they  refused  to  submit  to  this  treaty,  and 
were  finally  soceessfol  in  their  resistance. 
When  also,  about  the  same  time,  Snowdon 
and  the  other  strong  parts  of  Wales  were 
ceded  by  Llewellyn  to  the  English  mo- 
narch, the  men  of  Snowdon  asserted,  in  a 
declaration    which    yet   remains  io  the 
Tower,  that  their  prince  had  no  right  to 
deliver  them  up  to  subjection  lo  a  people 
whose  language,  laws,  and  manners,  were 
different  from  their  own.    Tree  it  was, 
that  the  Welch  were  at  last  subdued  by 
an  overwhelming  force ;  but  what  was  ttie 
prize  thus  gained,  what  were  the  advan- 
tages which  accrued  to  England  ?  Dorinff 
1200  years  of  constant  war  and  bloodshed, 
Wales  was  to  England  a  weakness  instead 
of  a  strength  ;   and  by  constant  rebellions 
and  inroads  diverted  the  best  part  of  her 
force,  until  by  the  junction  of  the  two 
lines  in  Henry  7,  the  two  countries  became 
united.    Such,  he  was  persuaded,  would 
be  the  case,  if  Norway  by  loperior  force 


were  brought  into  subjection;    No  sub^ 
jection  to  a  foreign  yoke  could  be  more 
odioot  than  tobmission  to  Sweden  would 
be  to  the  people  of  Norway.    Every  per- 
son who  bad  travelled  through  Norway, 
knew  that  the  tradition  of  the  peasants- 
all  their  national  songi»  had  for  their  sub- 
jects the  victories  obtained  by  their  fore- 
fathers over  the  Swedes ;  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  bad  repelled  the  invasion  of 
that  nattoo,  which,  whether  justly  or  not, 
they  had  always  considered  as  their  most 
bitter  enemies.     We  had  heard  of  late, 
that  the  people  of  Brazil  were  unwilling 
that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  should 
return  to  his  native   country ;— ^oppose 
then  that  he  should  be  persuaded  to  yield 
op  Portugal  to  Spain,  would  it  be  con- 
tended that  that  cession  would  be  binding 
on  the  people  ?  Whether  the  enmity  of 
the  Portoguete  were  softened  since  the 
commencement  of  the  last  contest,  he  did 
not  knbw ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  they 
would  formerly  have  submitted  to  poli- 
tical annihilation,  rather  than  be  united  to 
Spain.     Norway  had  been  united  to  the 
kmgdom  of  Denmark  by  the  heir  male  to 
the    former  crown   having    married    the 
heiress  of  Dcnmark-*a  case  exactly  pa- 
rallel to  the  Union  of  Scotland  to  England 
in  the  time  of  James  1,  whose  ancestor 
had  married  a  female,  in  whose  line  at 
last  the  right  of  the  English  crown  vested. 
Suppose  that  in  the  time  of  this  monarch* 
or  his  successors,  an  invading  force  had 
spread   itself  in  England  and    occupied 
ilondon,  so  that  the  sovereign  was  obliged 
to  cede  Scotland  for  the  safety  of  England  : 
would  not  the  brave  and     high-spirited 
people  of  tliat  country  declare  that  the 
safety  or  danger  of  London  did  not  regard 
them,  but  that  they  would  maintain  their 
own  independence  while  their  arms  had 
strength  /    would  not  every  freeman  hear 
thta  declaration  with  jov  ?— It  was  said, 
however,  that  the  Swedish  pvemment  in- 
tended to  bMtow  on  the  Norwegians  the 
bleisinga  of  a    free    constitution— What 
freedom  could  be  given  a  nation  by  com- 
pulsion? What  were  the  urms  on  which 
this  ooottitatioa  was  to  be  obtained  ?  The 
NorwegiiM  were  to  abandon  their  resist- 
ance, their  fortresaea  were  to  be  occupied 
by  SJwcdifh  troops ;  and  their  troops  were 
to  lay  down  their  arms.    After  these  pre- 
lininariea,    what  constitution  was    there 
which  would  be  worth  the  p*p<;r  on  which 
it  was  written  ?  In  no  constitution  was  the 
security  against  despotism  in  the  staiutea, 
but  in  the  atreogth  of  the  people.    If  all 
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the  towns  of  England  were  occupied  by 
foreign  troops,  what  freedom  of  debate  or 
decision  would  the  House  of  Commons 
possess  ?  It  might  be  alleged,  that  the  le- 
gislative body  in  France  was  a  proof  that 
freedom  mi^htbe  enjoyed  in  the  presence 
of  an  overwhelming  force.  But  this  in- 
stance of  moderation,  which  had  no  pa- 
rallel, could  have  no  influence  on  the 
question;  as  on  no  other  occasion  was  it 
supposed  that  a  deliberative  body,  under 
such  circumstances,  vented  any  thing  but 
the  commands  of  the  military  force  under 
the  name  of  decrees,  and  we  could  only 
wonder  this  was  not  the  case  now.  In  all 
the  unprincipled  aggressions  of  the  French 
since  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  they  al- 
ways began  by  ofTeTingthe  people,  whose 
independence  they  intended  to  attack,  a 
free  constitution.  You  may  have,  said 
they.  Councils  of  Ancients  and  of  Five 
Hundred  ;  but  for  the  present  the  French 
troops  must  be  admitted,  to  preserve  order. 
What  if  the  Norwegians  suspected,  as  they 
had  to  do  with  a  pupil  of  Buonaparte,  and 
one  who  had  imitated  him  in  many  things, 
that  in  this  also  Charles  John  might  follow 
the  example  of  his  master  ?..Who,  when 
the  Swedes  were  admitted,  could  bind 
them  to  their  promises  ? — Who  then  would 
be  found  to  sue  on  the  King's  bond  ?  The 
Norwegians  were  told,  that  all  the  Swedes 
did  was  for  their  interest,  although  they 
thought  otherwise.  The  Swedes  told 
them,  we  negociate  for  your  interest ; 
meanwhile  you  may  starve.  Subsist  if 
you  can  on  the  bark  of  trees  or  the  moss 
of  the  bogs,  and  all  things  will  be  soon 
satisfactorily  explained.  80  the  Spaniard, 
who  was  ordered  by  Philip  the  second  to 
strangle  Don  Carlos,  when  that  prince 
made  some  resistance,  begged  him  to  be 
quiet  for  a  short  time, "  as  all  that  he  did 
was  for  his  Royal  HighneKs's  good.''  It 
was  said,  that  Denmark  had  not  bona  fide 
yielded  up  Norway.  If  any  assistance 
were  given  by  Denmark  to  the  Norwe- 
gians, it  would  be  a  just  ground  of  war 
against  the  former  power ;  bat  Denmark, 
he  believed,  had  fulfilled  its  treaty.  All 
the  military  force  remaining  in  Norway 
were  Norwegians,  being  either  the  militia 
or  commanded  by  Norwegians,  and  re- 
cruited among  that  people.  It  was  asked 
then,  whether  Prince  Christian  was  a 
Danish  functionary,  or  an  usurper  r— 
He  was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
When  the  king  of  Denmark  renounced  the 
sovereignly  of  the  Norwegians,  the  heir 
•pparent  had  rightly  considered  himself  as 
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their  sovereign.  It  was  then  asked,  why 
he  had  not  renounced  the  Danish  crown  ? 
Such  a  step  he  (Mr.  W.)  believed  had 
been  taken ;  but,  if  not,  we  bad  a  right  to 
demand  from  Denmark  that  be  should  be 
excluded  from  the  succession.  Although 
Norway  had  not  been  a  separate  and  in- 
dependent kingdom,  but  merely  a  pro- 
vince, and  had  exercised  its  natural  right 
of  resistance,  he  should  have  rejoiced  at 
its  success  against  a  transfer  such  as  had 
taken  place  in  the  present  instance.  Bot 
that  kingdom,  until  1600,  was  governed 
by  its  own  states,  and  was  as  free  as  any 
northern  nation.  On  its  renouncing  at 
that  time  its  free  constitution,  its  rights  of 
independence  remained  the  same  as  before. 
Nor  would  it  be  considered,  that  if  even 
the  emperor  of  Russia  alienated  any  part 
of  his  dominions,  the  people  were  mora 
bound  to  submit  to  a  foreign  yoke,  than 
those  of  a  freer  state.  Even  if  a  country 
were  transferred  by  its  representative 
body,  he  should  not  hold  the  people  in 
that  case  bound  to  submit ;  human  nature 
would  resume  its  rights,  and  who  would 
not  rejoice  in  its  success  ?  If  therefore  the 
Treaty  with  Sweden  were  inconsistent  with 
the  laws  of  nations,  we  were  not  bound  to 
submit  to  it ;  for  what  treaty  could  bind  a 
nation  to  approve  of  such  a  deed,  for  in* 
stance,  as  the  partition  of  Poland?  If 
Sweden  attempted  to  bind  us  to  the 
harshest  letter  of  our  contract,  it  would 
become  us  to  enquire  how  she  had  per- 
formed her  engagement.  Her  army  was, 
by  treaty,  to  have  been  placed  at  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  allies.  Was  it  not  quite  no* 
torious,  that  they  did  not  follow  the  plans 
of  the  allies?  Where,  he  asked,  had  the 
Swedish  troops  of  late  been  engaged  ?  In 
Holstein,  and  that  for  the  benefit  of 
Sweden.  He  did  not  wish  to  undervalue 
the  services  of  the  Swedes,  or  to  say  that 
it  might  not  have  been  most  fatal  to  os,  if 
they  had  been  employed  against  us.  He 
agreed  that  the  advantage  arising  from 
their  co-operation  justified  the  subsidy 
which  had  been  granted  to  then.  But 
was  the  cession  of  Guadeloupe  to  be  con- 
sidered as  nothing  ?  It  was,  indeed,  no  ar- 
gument against  granting  to  Sweden  every 
thing  that  she  had  stipulated  for,  to  say 
that  she  bad  already  got  all  that  she  was 
fairly  entitled  to.  but  if  she  bad  in  any 
respect  violated  any  of  the  terms  of  tha 
treaty  on  her  part,  it  was  too  mnch  to  say 
that  she  was,  at  the  same  time,  entitled  lo 
the  extremest  farthing  in  her  bond.  To 
shew  that  the  Crown  ^inco  of  Swodoa  hid 


S41] 


raptcti»g  the  Blockade  tf  Nonoay. 


Mhr  12.  I8U. 


[842 


of  late  been  remiss  in  tlie  co-operalion  to 
be  afforded  to  the  cause  of  the  aliiei,  the 
hon.  irentieman  read  an  extract  from  ibe 
Liege  Gazette,  relatife  to  the  inactivity  of 
the  Hanseatic  Legion  ;  and,  in  confirma- 
tion of  that  statement,  ob.served,  that  in 
reality  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden  had 
not  proceeded  towards  France  till  after 
Paris  had  been  for  a  week  in  the  pos- 
8es!tion  of  the  allies.  After  this  tardiness 
on  his  own  part,  the  hon.  gentleman 
thought  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden 
coold  hardly  complain  if  the  Treaty  was 
not  strictly  fulfilled  in  every  part  by  this 
country.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  had 
hitherto  been  to  preserve  a  balance  of 
power  among  the  northern  states.  An 
alliance  between  this  country  and  Russia 
had  been  long  considered  as  almost  neces* 
sary  for  the  well  being  of  both  countries; 
and  even  when  war  had  at  any  time  been 
declared  by  the  one  against  the  other,  it 
had  never  been  a  war  which  was  waged 
with  a  spirit  of  animosity.  From  circum- 
stancei  whicb  he  should  not  now  touch 
upon,  when  the  empress  Catherine  had 
chosen  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  France,  and  to  decline  one  with  Eng- 
land, still  the  trade  was  by  the  people 
carried  on  with  England,  and  not  with 
France.  He  might  be  told,  no  doubt, 
that  we  were  now  at  peace  with  France. 
He  was  happy  to  think  so,  and  hoped  that 
such  a  state  of  things  would  long  continue; 
but  he  was  afraid  that  this  was  a  friendship 
which  was  not  likely  to  endure  longer 
than  it  was  for  the  interest  of  both  nations. 
The  interests  of  Britain  and  of  France 
were,  in  so  many  instances,  opposite  to 
each  other,  that  a  peace  of  any  very  long 
continuance  between  the  two  countries 
was  hardly  to  be  calculated  upon.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  circumstance  of 
having  a  Frenchman  at  their  head  was 
more  likely  to  render  the  Swedish  nation 
favourable  to  thit  country :  and  in  this 
situation,  the  independence  of  Norway, 
abstracted  from  every  other  consideration, 
wasforthis  country  a  thinghighly  desirable. 
In  that  event,  we  should  have  been  at  no 
loss  for  a  supply  of  those  naral  stores, 
which  we  were  not  so  likely  to  get  if 
Sweden  and  she  were  connected  together 
under  one  bead.  If  Norway  were  inde- 
pendent, she  would  naturally  look  to 
Britain  for  support;  nay  for  food,  and 
most  other  necessaries.  Now  for  twenty- 
two  years  we  had  been  contending  for  the 
independence  of  Europe ;  and  when  we 
bad  10  fortuoattly  aocompljihed  our  ob- 


ject, we  now  sought  to  continue  the  hor- 
rors of  war,  with  the  object  of  imposing  a 
fureignand  detested  yoke  on  an  independent 
kingdom.    Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Hegent, 
humbly  to  request  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness would  be  graciously  pleased  to  inter- 
pose his  mediation  to  rescue  the  unofieod- 
ing  people  of  Norway  from  the  dreadful 
alternative  of  famine,  or  of  subjection  to 
the  yoke  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  power  : 
and  that  during  the  discussion  of  such 
proposals  as  his  Royal  Highness  may  be 
advised  to  make  for  this  most  desirable 
object,  all  hostile  operations  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  against  a  people  struggling 
for  the  sacred  right  of  national  inde- 
pendence, may  be  discontinued.'^ 

Mr.  Lambton,  in  seconding  the  motioDj 
said,  he  was  one  of  those,  who,  venerating 
the  great  principles  whicb  their  ancestors 
had  bled  in  maintaining,  could  not  look 
on  calmly,  and  behold  a  magnaoimous 
people  oilered  up  on  the  altar  of  diploma- 
tic convenience.  It  had  been  streim- 
ously  contended,  that  we  were  bound  by 
the  stipulations  of  our  treaty.  But  this 
argument  could  not  be  supported,  unless 
it  was  clearly  shewn,  that  Sweden  had 
completely  fulfilled  the  conditions  into 
which  she  had  entered.  Now,  where  was 
the  Prince  Royal  of  Sweden  to  be  found 
w  hen  the  late  events  were  passing  on  the 
continent?  Was  he  in  Germany,  at  the 
head  of  his  army  ?  Certainly  not.  Hav- 
ing left  off  his  former  minor  system  of 
plunder,  he  was  to  be  found  in  another 
quarter,  enslaving  a  people,  and  pillaging 
a  nation.  Did  those  gentlemen,  who  haa 
so  often  panegyrised  the  invincible  spirit 
which  the  people  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
bad  displayed,  hope  that  so  virtuous  a 
feeling  would  not  be  imitated  by  tbe  in- 
habitants of  other  countries  ?  He,  on  the 
contrary,  anxiously  desired,  that  so  noble 
a  spirit  should  extend  through  every  pert 
of  Europe — and,  he  trusted,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Norway,  as  in  that  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  spirit  of  national  indepen- 
dence would  triumph  over  every  diffi- 
culty. Much  as  he  disliked  the  Treaty 
itself,  by  which  the  cession  of  Norway 
was  recognized— still  mo  e  did  he  dislike 
the  time  when  it  was  entered  into.  At  a 
time  when  the  horrors  of  war  were  almost 
at  an  end— when  the  Allied  Powers  bad 
recognised  the  right  of  the  French  people 
to  form  their  own  constitution— Htt  UMt 
moment,  which  ought  to  be  moil  eoipi- 
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cious  for  the  interests  of  mankind,  did  his 
Majesty's  ministers  determine  to  compel 
a  brave  nation  to  how  beneath  a  detested 
foreign  yoke.— -What  did  the  world  now 
see  ? — It  saw  thnt  England,  which  had 
held  its  head  so  high  as  the  asserter  of  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  become  the  oppressor 
of  an  iiioflfensive  people;  they  saw  her, 
not  employing  her  arms  agamnt  the  Nor- 
wegians, but  resorting  to  that  which  he 
thought  England  would  have  never  stoop- 
ed to—a  system  of  starvation.  In  the 
year  1813,  they  had  returned  thanks  to 
Providence  for  an  abundant  harvest — and, 
in  J 8] 4,  they  impiously  attempted  to 
withhold  from  a  brave  and  spirited  peo- 
ple a  participation  in  that  plenty  which 
they  themselves  enjoyed.  He  hoped, 
however,  those  who  supported  such  a  sys- 
tem would  he  disappointed-— and  that  the 
people  of  Norway  would  find  as  bold  and 
as  successful  a  defender,  in  some  native 
warrior,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  had  done  in  the  duke  of  Wei* 
lingtou. 

Mr.  Stephen  said,  that  if,  as  was  argued 
on  the  other  side,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  in  enforcing  the  cession  of  Swe- 
den, was  contrary  to  the  immutable  laws 
of  justice,  he  certainly  should  be  one  of 
the  first  to  accede  to  the  motion.  The 
agreeing  to  a  treaty  which  proceeded  on 
80  bad  a  principle  must,  in  his  view  of  the 
subject,  militate  against  the  interests  of  the 
country— for  no  country  could  ever  find  its 
interests  supported  by  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God — or,  what  was  the  same  thing,  by 
opposing  those  doctrines  on  which  the  law 
of  nations  was  founded.  Such  an  opposi- 
tion was,  as  it  were,  throwing  down  the 
gauntlet  to  Almighty  Providence,  which 
would  not  fail,  at  one  time  or  other,  to 
take  it  up.  But  this  country  d  d  not 
stand  in  such  a  situation.  The  Treaty 
recognized  no  such  principles;  and  this 
country,  he  contended,  was  called  on  to 
fulfil  it.  It  was  the  imperative  duty  of 
Great  liriiain,  even  if  she  were  obliged  to 
use  furce,  to  sec  that  Norway  was,  in  the 
most  exttrnsive  sense  of  the  word,  ceded 
to  Sweden,  unless  the  latter  power  ab- 
solved her  from  the  condition.  He  was 
sorry  to  observe,  that  the  hon.  mover  put 
a  very  limited  c»instruciion  on  the  terms  of 
the  Treaty.  According  to  his  interpreta- 
tion, Sweden  had  a  right  to  rest  satisfied 
with  the  cession  of  Norway  by  Denmark, 
even  though  that  cession  were  success- 
fully resisted  by  the  Norwegian  people— 
and  this  country,  be  argued,  wai  freed 


Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn'i  Motion 


[SU 


from    any  farther  obligation.     Noiv  the 
Treaty  stipulated    for    "  the    annexation 
and  union,  in  perpetuity,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Norway  ns  an  integral  part  of  Sweden ;" 
and  Great  Britain  was  bound  to  assist  in 
procuring  that  annexation,    if  necessary, 
by  "  a  n.tval  co-operation.''     Was  it  then 
possible  for  any  gentleman  to  say,  that 
this  only  meant,  that  a  seal  should  be  put 
to  an  instrument  ceding  Norway  to  Swe- 
den, and  that  then  the  obligations  of  this 
country  were  perfectly  discharged  ?— He 
should  have  felt  surprised  if  a  person  un- 
acquainted with  the  law  of  nations  had 
defended  such  a  position  ;  but  bis  wonder 
was  very  much  increased  when  be  recol- 
lected the  research  and  knowledge  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn).    In  quoting 
from  the  writers  on  the  law  of  natioas,  the 
hon.  gentleman  bad  completely  overlook- 
ed  the  chapter  of  Vattel,   in  which  he 
spoke  of  the  solemn  obligation  by  whicli 
a  state  was  bound  to  observe  iu  ireatica. 
That,  author  observed,  how  ooworlby  it 
was  in  a  state,  how  destructive  of  its  cha* 
racter,  to  equivocate  with,  or  falsify,  the 
language  of  a  treaty— which,  be  ptrtica- 
larly  stated,  should  be  construed  accord- 
ing to  its  literal  meaning,  and  should  not 
be  influenced  by  any  subsequent  event. 
This   passage  directly  met   the  .present 
Treaty.    The  hon.  gentleman  said,  if  the 
people  of  Norway  are  willing  to  become 
Swedish  subjects,  it  is  very  well— but,  if 
not^  you  must  not  use  force  against  then. 
Now,   by  looking  back  to  the  circam« 
stances  under  which  the  Treaty  was  con- 
cluded, it  would  appear  evident,  that  the 
contracting   parties  had  a  very  diflfer^nt 
feeling.     If,  when  that  Treaty  was  drawn 
up,  our  minister  had  said,  *'  Norway  shall  be 
ceded  to  you,  but  we  will  not  use  force  to 
compel  the  cession,''  would  such  a  condi- 
tion   have    been  accepted  by  Sweden  ? 
Would  it  not  have  been  looked  on  as  an 
insult  ?  Would  not  the  Swedish  minister, 
considering    the   incurable  hatred'which 
was  said  to  exist  between  the  Norweaian 
and  the  Swedish  people,  have  said,  ''You 
are  proposing  that  which  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  effect?"   Such,  naturally,  would 
have  been  his  language.    The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  also  argued,  that  Sweden  had 
not  performed  her  stipulations,  and,  there- 
fore, we  were  absolved  from  ours.     Be* 
cause  the  Crown  Prince  had  not  pressed 
forward  to  Paris  so  quick  as  the  other  Al- 
lies, he  was  viewed  with  distrust  and  sus- 
picion.— But,  were    they  to    forget    his 
great  services  at  the  battle  of  £eipsic; 
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were  they  to  overlook  his  defence  of  Ber- 
lin ;  actions  which,  at  the  time  they  oc* 
curred,  were  spoken  of  in  the  highest 
terms  of  praise  ?  No  part  of  the  conduct 
of  ministers^  in  his  opinion,  deserved 
greater  approbation,  than  the  constancy 
Uiey  shewed  in  continuing  to  place  con- 
fidence in  the  Crown  Prince,  when  gen- 
tlemen were  in  the  habit  of  insinuating 
that  be  would  not  fulfil  the  promise  he 
bad  given.  And  were  ihey  now,  because 
they  could  do  it  with  safety,  to  equivocate 
and  elude  the  terms  of  this  Treaty  ?  Were 
they  to  say  to  the  Crown  Prince — '*  Be- 
cause  you  have  not  done  every  thing 
that  human  imagination  could  form  an 
idea  of,  you  have  not  acted  up  to  vour 
stipulations ;  and,  therefore,  we  are  freed 
from  the  obligation  we  entered  into?''  He 
would  contend,  that  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  were  conclusive;  and  uoleas  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  tide  could  prove,  that, 
10  its  inchoation,  and  when  we  pot  our 
seal  to  it,  it  contained  an  infraction  of  the 
law  of  nations,  it  oucht  to  be  strictly  com» 
plied  with.  Now,  be  proteited  against 
the  line  of  argument  portoed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  who,  having  admitted  that  we 
were  at  war  with  Denmark,  entered  into 
an  examination  of  the  circnmstancea 
which  led  to  that  state  of  hostility.  The 
cause  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Denmark  did'  not  bear  at  all  on  the  ques- 
tion. We  were  at  war  with  that  country, 
no  matter  whether  justly  or  unjustly— « 
and,  having  entered  into  this  covenant 
with  Sweden,  could  the  >bon.  gentleman 
point  out  any  writer  on  the  law  of  nations 
who  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  a  bel- 
ligerent power  should  not  distress  an  ene- 
my ?  Neither  Grotius,  nor  PofTendorff, 
nor  any  other  writer  on  public  law,  held 
it  criminal  in  a  belligerent  to  seize  part 
of  the  territory  of  an  enemy. — Much  had 


binding  authority  and  force  of  that  conven- 
tion :  and  least  of  all  did  he  rise  in  a  Bri« 
tish  House  of  Commons  to  advise  any  eva- 
sion of  it.  The  question  was,  not  whether 
there  existed  any  doubts  as  to  its  justice  or 
injustice,  but  wnether  we  were  bound  by 
its  letter  and  spirit  to  carry  on  a  system 
of  hostility  most  odious  and  abommable 
against  a  new  party— against  a  party  who 
had  not  a  political  existence  at  the  time 
the  Treaty  was  signed — agaimt  the  unof- 
fending people  of  Norway.  In  rising  to 
address  the  House,  it  was  more  from  a 
desire  to  do  justice  to  his  own  conscience, 
than  from  any  hope  that  he  could  do  jus- 
tice to  the  cause ;  for  after  the  concise  and 
intelligent  exposition  of  the  hoo.  mover- 
after  the  able  speech  of  the  hoo*  seconder 
^-and  after  the'splendoor  of  eloquence  ia 
another  place,  to  which,  indeed,  he  could 
not  allude,  but  which  he  never  coald  forged 
it  would  be  idle  and  foolish  in  him  to  ad- 
dress the  House  from  any  other  motive 
than  a  wish  to  discharge  his  doty.  If  they 
looked  at  the  Treaty,  they  most  be  con- 
vinced that  the  whole  of  it  was  made  to 
depend  open  certain  acts  that  were  to  be 
done,  or  not  done,  by  Denmark,  who  was 
solely  and  ezclasiveJy  cootemplated  at  the 
time  the  Treaty  was  made.  It  was  not,  in- 
deed, posaible  to  enter  into  any  contract 
the  performance  of  which  depended  upon 
events  not  only  unforeseen,  but. if  he  might 
'  coin  a  word,  unforeseeable.  .Much  stress 
had  been  laid  by  the  boo.  member  who 
preceded  him  upon  the  authority  of  Vattel, 
from  whom  he  had  read  a  long  extract. 
He  did  not  quarrel  with  iu  length.  It  was 
well  said  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  that 
he  never  knew  a  man  against  reason  until 
reason  was  against  him  ;  and  in  like  man* 
ner  the  hon.  member  never  opposed  the 
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opinions  of  jurists  unless  they  were  hostile 
to  his  owa  arguments.  The  ancient  writers 
been  said  against  blockading  the  ports  of  {  upon  public  law  were  not  infallible,  he 
Norway— but,  he  confessed,  that^  in  his  i  admitted  ;  but  still  they  were  the  digesti 
opinion,  the  system  of  blockade,  on  the  of  those  great  principles  which  influenced 
present  occasion,  was  the  best  that  could 


be  resorted  to,  because  it  would  tend  to 
deliver  the  Norwegians  from  a  protracted 
warfare,  which,  with  their  scanty  means, 
might  be  productive  of  the  most  calami- 
tous consequences. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  he  did  not 
rise  to  examine  the  injustice  or  impolicy 
of  the  Treaty  entered  into'between  Russia 
and  Sweden  in  1812,  nor  to  dispute  the 
solemn  decision  of  parliament  with  respect 
to  ihe  partial  accession  of  Great  Britain 
to   that    convention :    he    admitted    the 


every  state,  and  constituted  the  permanent 
and  embodied  voice  of  Europe.  Vattel 
was  a  high  authority  ;  but  Grotius  and 
PufFendorlFwere  higher, perhaps;  at  least 
they  were  more  consulted,  because  they 
were  more  ancient,  and  had  been  longer 
referred  to  by  statesmen.  And  what  was 
the  doctrine  of  Grotius,  in  regard  to  ceded 
territories?  That  such  cession  was  not 
compulsory  upon  the  inhabitants,  until 
they  had  acknowledged  it  by  some  act 
of  acquiescence.  PuflendorlF  held,  that  a 
prince    might    withdraw    his    garrisons^ 
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nuight  recal  his  officers,  and  might  transfer 
his  own  right  to  another,  but  that  he  could 
not  cede  or  sell  men.  He  could  not,  in 
fact,  carry  on  a  white  slave  trade.  The 
commonwealth,  no  matter  under  what 
form  it  was  administered,  whether  by  a 
senate,  a  king,  or  any  other  authority,  was 
the  patrimony  ot*  the  people.  Their  rights 
could  not  be  transferred  without  their  con- 
sent. A  thousand  instances  of  silent  ac- 
quiescence proved  nothing,  in  support  of 
the  contrary  doctrine,  equal  to  a  single 
instance  of  resistance.  What  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  Corsica  ?  When  we  aided 
that  brave  but  persecuted  people,  were  we 
assisting  rebels,  or  befriending  an  ardent, 
bigh-minded  race  who  disdained  to  be 
placed  under  a  foreign  power  ?  What  were 
the  feelings  excited  in  this  country  in 
1806  by  the  cession  of  the  Tyrol  ?  Yet  the 
Tyrol  was  not  an  independent  state,  like 
Norway,  but  dependent  upon  the  House 
of  Austria.  It  was  ceded,  he  allowed, 
undercircumstancesof  sore  and  hcmiiinting 
necessity,  nominally  to  France,  and  after* 
wards  to  Bavaria.  When  it  became  neces- 
sary to  subdue  the  lofty  spirit  of  those 
brave  mountaineers,  did  the  late  ruler  of 
France     compel    Austria    to    bathe    her 

J>aternal  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  Tyro- 
ese,  writhing  beneath  the  indignity  oilered 
to  their  independence? — No:  insensible 
as  he  was  to  justice,  he  was  not  insolent 
enough  to  make  such  a  demand.  He  sent 
kit  own  troops  to  crush  their  glorious 
eiibrts ;  and  he  sent  Holler,  that  patriot 
who  sealed  his  country's  cause  with  his 
blood,  to  an  ignominious  death.  Would 
any  man  be  bold  enough  to  say>  that  he 
perished  in  an  infdmous  rebellion?  and 
yet,  technically  speaking,  he  was  as  guilty 
of  high  treason  as  Sydney  and  Russell 
were.  Treason  was  either  the  blackest  of 
crimes  or  the  highest  of  virtues ;  and 
Hofler  was  either  to  be  ranked  with  Russell 
and  Sydney,  or,  by  their  vote  that  night, 
to  be  confounded  with  the  foulest  rebels 
that  had  ever  resisted  just  and  legitimate 
authority.  But  he  would  descend  from 
the  high  ground  which  he  was  entitled  to 
take  from  the  sanction  of  the  most  eminent 
jurists,  and  admit  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  it  was  the  general  duty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  ceded  territory  to  obey  the  last 
request  of  their  sovereign,  and  transfer 
their  allegiance  to  another  power,— might 
there  be  no  exceptions  to  that  rule?  — 
Might  there  be  no  cases  in  which  the 
people  would  be  justified  in  resisting  such 
m  cession  ?  Suppoae  tlie  king  of  Spain  were 
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disposed  to  cede  his  beautiful  province  of 
\  Andalusia  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco; 
would    the  inhabitants   of   Andalusia   be 
.  rebels   if  they   protested   against  soch   a 
measure,  and  if  they  of)posed  it  by  flying 
to  their  arms  ?  If  ever  there  existed  an  ex* 
ception,  Norway  was  that  exception;  and 
he  was  willing  that  tlieqoeuion  should  be 
reasoned  upon   that  ground.      Reference 
had  been  made  to  other  territories  :   the 
Germanic  body,  the  states  of  Italy,  Sicily, 
&c.  where  cessions  were  frequent.     Biat 
they  were  only  nominally  independent: 
they  were  attached. to  larger  kingdoms; 
they  were  the  infirm  and  palsied  fimbs  of 
Europe,  and  became  invariably  the  first 
points  of  attack  in  every  war.     Had  it  not 
been   the  case  with  Lombardy    and    the 
Austrian   Netherlands  ;    and   would    any 
one  rise  and  sny,  that  the  case  of  those 
countries  was  at  all   analogous  to  that  of 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  Norway,  who  had 
given   kings   to   other  nations,   and    had 
never  worn  the  scar  of  foreign  bonds  and 
fetters?    A  reference  had   been  made  to 
Scotland.     He  believed  his  hon.  friend  was 
from  that  country ;    for  himself,   he   was 
proud    to   aeknowledire  that  he  had    the 
honour   of  being  a  Scotsman.     He    was 
astonished,   however,   to   find   a   parallel 
drawn  between  Scotlund  at  the  period  of 
the  Union,  and  the   present  situation  of 
Norway.     He  would  tell  his  hon.   friend, 
that  if  Scotland  had  not  been  incapable  of 
slavery,  it  would  have   been  incapable  of 
a  beneficial  alliance  with  the  great  nation 
it  now  belonged  to.     It  was  because  Wal- 
lace suffered  martyrdom  in  defence  of  that 
sacred  principle  he  was  now  contending 
for,    because    he    despised    the    cession 
which  had  been  made  uf  his  country,  that 
England  had  since  received  the  services 
of  a  Moore,  an  Abercrombie,  and  a  Gra- 
ham.    W^^as  it  for   the  advantage  of  the 
world— was  it  beneficial  to  the  general 
order  of  society,  that  the  bands  between 
the  sovereign  and  the  people  should  be 
made   tight  ?— -Nothing  tended  more   to 
relax  them   than  the  levity  with  which 
cessions  of  territory  were  performed.     It 
had  been  argued  by  the  hon.  member,  that 
we  were  not  hound  to  guarantee  the  po|- 
session  of  Norway  to  Sweden.     He  should 
like  to  know  how  long  our  duly  in  that 
re-spect  wax  understood  to  be  obligatory. 
Suppose  Norway  had  feigned  to  submit: 
suppose  she  had   deceived  Sweden  into  a 
belief  that  she  yielded  to  the  desire  of 
Denmark,  and  was  anxious  to  be  annexed  to 
Sweden;  and  suppose  Sweden,  in  cons^ 
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quence*  had  sent  id  to  Norway  on)^  a 
•mail  ouodber  of  troops  to  take  poasetsion 
of  it,  would  his  hon.  friend  say,  thai  we 
should  ba?e  been  bound  to  tend  out  our 
fleets  to  starfe  Norway  into  subjection 
only  one  week  after  it  had  so  yielded,  and 
when  she  manifested  her  determination  not 
to  continue  under  the  power  of  Sweden  r 
If  BO,  where  was  the  difference  between 
that  obligation  and  a  complete  guarantee 
of  the  quiet  possession  ot  Norway  ?  and 
if  not  so,  where  was  the  difference,  on  the 
other  hand,  between  stratagem  and  open 
force  ?  Denmark  had  ceded  Norway ;  and 
to  cede  it  as  she  had  done,  was  all  she  had 
power  to  do.  Norway,  as  an  independeol 
•tate,  was  not  in  contemplation  when  the 
Treaty  with  Sweden  was  signed.  She  had 
now  become  such,  and  surely  could  nol  be 
said  to  inherit  the  hostilities  that  were 
directed  against  Denmark,  and  Denmark 
only.  The  protection  of  the  soTereign 
being  withdrawn  from  Norway,  she  could 
not,  when  she  lost  all  the  privileges  of 
Danish  subjects,  retain  only  the  pains  and 
peoalties  that  belonged  to  her  former  con- 
dition. 

Whether  the  insurrection  in  Norway 
were  the  act  of  the  Norwegian  people*  oc 
the  work  of  a  mere  faction,  had,  it  seemed, 
become  a  question ;  and  this  question  the 
British  ministers  proposed  truly  to  decide 
by  starving  the  whole  in  order  to  render 
them  unanimous.  Yet  this  was  denomi* 
nated  by  his  learned  friend  who  spoke  last 
a  merciful  war.  What !  that  war  merci- 
ful which  threatened  to  famish  a  people, 
only  because  they  loved  their  country 
and  refused  to  submit  to  a  foreign  power 
which  they  detested—^nly  because  they 
preferred  independence  to  subjugation,  and 
he  heartily  wished  they  might  succeed  in 
maintaining  that  independence.  That  the 
British  navy  should  be  employed  in  se- 
conding the  object  of  such  a  war,  he  could 
not  but  reflect  on  with  peculisr  pain,  in 
which  he  was  persuaded  all  the  officers  in 
the  service  most  participate;  for  that  body, 
which  comprehended  not  only  liberty, 
valour,  professional  skill,  and  literary  at^ 
tainment,  but  the  most  accomplished  gen- 
tlemen, must  feel  that  they  have  so  fallen, 
when  ao  ingloriously  occupied ;  that  they 
who  had  so  long  borne  in  triumph  the 
^tandard  of  glory,  and  the  symbol  of 
liberality,  should  be  engaged  in  spreading 
fomine  and  desolation  among  an  unoffend- 
ing people,  and  that  too  under  the  pros* 
lituted  and  profaned  name  of  mercy. 
Wm  it  thus  that  England  waa  to  aosuin 
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her  reputation  in  the  world,  which  had 
heretofore  regarded  her  as  just,  generous, 
and  humane;  that,  under  the  name  of 
blockade — a  word  used  to  hide  the  horror 
of  the  deed — she  should  so  act  as  to  pro- 
voke the  Norwegian  nation  to  exclaim,  in 
the  affliction  of  her  heart,  *<  here  are  thosa 
boasted  advocates  of  human  liberty,  thoso 
deliverers  of  mankind,  come  to  starve  out 
infants,  because  our  countrymen  will  not 
submit  to  slavery  !'* 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  in  the  view  which 
his  hon«  and  learned  friend  professed  to 
take  of  this  subject,  he  was  glad  to  per* 
ceive  that  he  delivered  opinions  to  which 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  agreeing.  He 
was  glad  also,  because  it  gave  him  an  op* 
portunity  of  congratulating  the  House  on 
so  splendid  an  acquisition,  the  value  of 
which  he  well  knew  before,  but  had  ool 
the  pleasure  of  witnessing  until  that  nighu 
His  opinions  were  by  no  meana  in  conflict 
with  the  hon.  knt.'s  as  to  the  Treaty  itself. 
If  the  question  now  was,  whether  conseiia 
should  be  given  to  the  TVeaty  ?  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  he  would  refuao 
it.  When  that  was  the  question  upon  % 
former  occasion,  he  endeavoured  to  per* 
•iiade  the  House  not  to  sanction  the  en* 
gagemeni.  But,  strong  as  his  opinion 
was  againsi  it,  he  yet  felt  that  when  tho 
engagement  was  once  entered  into,  ho 
considered  himself  as  boond  by  it ;  and 
the  question  now  was,  whet^ier,  the  Treaty 
being  once  sanctioned,  parliament  waa 
boond  to  adhere  to  it  according  to  tho 
proper  construction  of  the  Treaty  ?  It  waa 
unfortonate,  that  their  good  faith  and  their 
feelings  should  be  placed  in  opposition ; 
but  in  such  a  case  good  faith  was  to  be  ob- 
served even  in  opposition  to  feeling.  In 
the  latter  part  of  his  speech  hitf  hon.  and 
learned  friend  endeavoured  to  seise  on  tho 
feelings  of  the  House.  He  drew  a  glow- 
ing picture  of  the  miseries  that  must  ariao 
from  a  blockade,  which,  in  other  worda^ 
he  said,  was  a  famine.  He  was  too  good 
an  historian,  however,  not  to  know  that 
any  term  may  be  easily  spread  out  in  thia 
manner.  It  would  be  easy  to  lead  his  aa« 
dience  to  an  hospital,  to  represent  tho 
weeping  mother  and  the  bleeiding  child  ; 
but  representations  of  this  kind  would, 
apply  to  legitimate  as  well  as  to  illegitt* 
mate  horror.  He  commenced  his  exami* 
nation  of  this  subject,  as  some  of  his  friend* 
well  knew,  with  the  hope  that  the  con^ 
struction  of  the  Treaty  did  not  bind  to  the 
blockade  of  Norway ;  but,  afur  diligent 
examinatieni  tho  oooolusion  oo  his  Bind 
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was,  that  the  Treaty  was  binding  in  the 
sense  he  should  explain.     It  was  said,  that 
all  our  engagements  with  Sweden  were  di- 
rected against  Denmark,  not  against  Nor- 
way.    Norway,  it  would  appear,  started 
up  a  new  being,  with  all  the  properties  of 
an  independent  J&ingdom  about  her  ;  and 
it  was  said,  that  she  was  represented  as 
such  in  the  Treaty.     It  was  true,  that  in 
all   the   articles  of  the  Treaty  between 
Sweden  and  Russia,  there  was  an  ostenta- 
tious putting  forth  of  the  kingdom  of  Nor- 
way.    The  word  cession,  however,  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  Treaty.    The  stipu- 
lation was,  that  Russia  should  effect  the 
union  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  not  that  she 
should  procure  the  cession  from  Denmark. 
To  this  Treaty,  Great  Britain  acceded ; 
and  Sweden  was  careful  to  bind  her,  not 
■gainst  opposing  any  obstacle  to  the  an- 
nexation,    but    to    acti?e    co-operation. 
Could  there  be  any  co-operation  in  merely 
procuring  the    cession   from    Denmark? 
The  lofty  ships  of  Britain'could  not  climb 
the  mountains  of  Norway,  to  efiect  such 
co-operation.    How  then  was  she  to  em- 
ploy  her  ships  for  that  object,  but  by 
blockade  ?  They  who  wielded  the  weapons 
of  war,  however  they  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  they  inflicted,  were  obliged,  not- 
withstanding, to  employ  them.    Part  of 
the  Treaty  with  Sweden  was,  that  this 
•country  should  contribute  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Norway  ;    keeping  in  view,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  liberty  and  happi- 
ness of  Norway.     These  words   proved, 
that  mere  cession  on  the  part  of  Denmark 
was  not  the  only  thing  to  which  Great 
Britain  was  bound.    If  Denmark  acceded 
to  the  coalition  then  forming,  that  would 
have  freed  this  country  from  the  obliga- 
tion ;  but  Denmark  did  not  do  so  until  she 
lost  all  her  possessions  on  the  continent. 
The  Treaty   between  Sweden    and    this 
country, as  it  regarded  Norway,  could  only 
be  softened  by  the  previous  accession  of 
Denmark  to  the  coalition.     Sweden  stood 
better,  with  respect  to  her  object,  before 
than  after  the  Treaty :    for    before   the 
Treaty  this  country  was  bound  to  assist 
her  by  immediate  force — this  Sweden  ex- 
changed for  a  distant  and  contingent  aid. 
That  this  country  mij^lit  co-operate  with 
Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  was  indis- 
pensable to  cement  the  alliance.     Den- 
mark could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  do  it. 
Sweden  then  was  the  only  country  that 
remained  by  which  this  object  could  be 
obtained.     The  point  to  which  he  called 
the  atieotiou  of  the  House,  when  he  op- 
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posed  the  Treaty  with  Sweden,  wm,  thit 
the  war  with  Norway   miglit    Borvive  a 
peace  in  all  other  parts  of  Europe  ;    and 
he  then  moved  an  amendment,  with  a  view 
to  this  difficulty,   which  was  negatived. 
The    Treaty    was    sanctioned,    and    the 
hazard    was    disregarded.     He    did    not 
then— no  man  could  then— look  for  the 
events  which  had  since  taken  place.     No 
man  could  look  for  such  an  overwhelming 
accomplishment  of  the  hopes  and  desires 
of  Europe  ;  but,  at  least,  he  saw  the  potsi* 
bility  of  it.    That  the  Treaty  was  ful- 
filled on  the  part  of  Sweden,  no  man  coold 
doubt.    She  kept  30,000  men  in  the  field ; 
and   if  the  co-operation  of  Russia   with 
Sweden  produced  such  beneficial  ellecU 
to  Europe,  her  services  were  not  now  to 
be  estimated  lighily.     Even  the  words  of 
Austria  herself  proved  that  Sweden  had 
performed  her  part.     She  represented  the 
alliance  between  Sweden  ano  Russia  as  the 
circumstance  which  saved  Europe^-^This 
one  sentence  from  Austria  was  sufficient 
testimony  of  the  services  of  Sweden.     The 
question  was  not  now,  whether  the  en- 
gagements were  wise;    but  it  was  at  least 
a   fact,    that    the  engagements  between 
Russia,  Sweden,  and  England,  were  what 
led  to  the  present  state  of  Europe*    It 
would  be  ungracious,  if,  in  the  moment  of 
difficulty,  Sweden  was    called    upon  ta 
fulfil  her  part  of  the  Treaty ;    ana  when 
the  difficulty  and  danger  were  removed, 
the  other  party   refused  to  fulfil  theirs. 
Wise  politicians  should  go  back  to  consi- 
der the  value  of  engagements.    If  chejr 
held  back  the  price  of  her  service!  from 
Sweden,  on  the  plea  of  immorality,  that 
immorality   was  as  apparent    when   the 
Treaty  was  entered  into  as  now,  and  it  waa 
then  deliberately  agreed  to.     This  being 
his  view  of  the  case,  he  wished  to  lay  oat 
of  his  consideration  the  general  arguments 
which   had  been  employed.    As  to  the 
cession  on  the  part  of  Denmark',  it  was  an 
otiosa  qucstio.    The  cession  by  Denmark 
did  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  cose. — They 
were  not  at  the  time  of  the  Tireaty,  nor 
were  they  since,  at  peace  with  Norway. 
The  first  part  of  the  declaration  of  Prince 
Christian  himself  proved   this;    wherein 
he  said,  that  he  then  gave  the  Norwegiana 
peace  with  Great  Britain.    This  was  dated 
on  the  Hth  of  January.     Prince  Christian 
was  not  to  take  advantage  only  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty,  and  entirely 
neglect  the  10th.     He  and  the  people  of 
Norway  had  a  right  to  oppose  the  cession; 
but  did  that  take  away  the  right  to  itnforce 
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it  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  stipulated 
for  its  enforcement  ?  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  had  cried  up  the  man  that 
stands  upon  the  steps  of  the  Swedish  throne. 
Having,  therefore,  never  given  an  opinion 
upon  his  merits,  he  had  noUiing  to  unsay. 
He  was,  however,  now  free  to  confess,  that 
he  had  been  over-rated  and  raised  too 
high  ;  but  he  mutt  also  confess  that  he  did 
not  think  so  lowly  of  him  as  some  among 
his  former  admirers.  On  the  sjjbject  of  a 
guarantee,  his  opinion  having  been  ad- 
verted to,  he  would  use  a  few  words.  As 
a  mode  of  ascertaining  the  real  sense  of 
the  Treaty*  he  bad  compared  it  with 
others,  particularly  the  Partition  Treaty, 
which  bears  a  closer  resemblance  than 
any  other.  By  that  Treaty  the  contract- 
ing parties  undertake  to  put  each  other  in 
possession  of  the  territories  several fy 
allotted  to  them,  by  force,  if  necessary, 
and  so  far  he  considered  the  Treaty  with 
Sweden  equally  binding  upon  £ngland. 
But  the  Partition  Treaty  goes  farther,  and 
guarantees  the  security  of  the  possessions, 
whereas  there  is  no  such  clause  in  the  pre- 
sent Treaty.  It  is  not  therefore  commen- 
surate withy  and  equally  extensive  as  the 
Partition  Treaty.  It  goes  only  to  the 
putting  of  Sweden  into  possession.  He 
regretted  that  it  went  even  to  far,  and 
would  be  glad  to  pay  any-  price  in  our 
power  to  get  rid  of  the  obligation ;  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  allow  the  good  faith 
of  the  country  to  be  called  in  question, 
and  therefore  could  not  agree  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  from  the  anxious 
feeling  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman that  Great  Britain  should  be  freed 
from  the  odious  obligation  she  had  con* 
tracted — from  the  vehemence  with  which 
he  declared,  that  there  was  no  price  which 
lie  would  not  willingly  pay  to  get  rid  of 
the  condition  imposed  upon  her— it  did 
appear  to  him,  that  he  would  have  pro- 
posed a  motion  precisely  simiUr  to  that 
before  the  House.  Now,  what  price  did 
those  who  supported  that  motion  call 
upon  the  crown  to  pay,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  country  from  so  unpleasant  a  situa- 
tion ?  They  only  requested  that  good  of- 
fices might  be  resorted  to— they  only  de- 
manded that  the  Norwegians  should  be 
rescued  from  the  horrible  alternative  of  a 
yoke  they  detested — or  the  less  horrible 
choice  of  famine !— He  said,  the  less  horri- 
ble choice,  because,  sooner  than  submit  to 
Sweden^  he  was  convinced  they  would 
periib.    He  was  always  extremely  happy 


when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  coincided 
with  him  in  opinion — and  he  regretted 
very  much  that,  on  the  present  occasion, 
their  sentiments  were  opposed  to  each 
other.  Had  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
taken  that  side  of  the  question  which  he 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  supported,  he  was  sure 
the  friends  to  the  motion  would  have  de» 
rived  great  advantage  from  his  eloquence, 
and  from  the  facility  with  which  he  per« 
suaded  others* to  adopt  the  opinions  he 
had  himself  formed.  But,  on  that  nighty 
the  abilities  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
appeared  to  be  tied  down  and  trammelled 
by  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject : 
and  if  any  young  member,  who  bad  heard 
much  of  his  pow.ers,  attended  the  House 
in  the  expectation  that  he  would  witness 
a  great  display  of  eloquence,  he  must 
have  been  miserably  disappointed.  He 
would  say,  after  he  bad  heard  the  speecli 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  cer- 
tainly most  have  forgotten  himself!  His 
little  metaphors — his  pebbly  stream— his 
rushing  torrent— his  dark  clouds— his 
tempestuous  atmosphere— fell  very  far 
short  of  those  bold  flights  of  imagmation 
to  which  he  sometimes  rose— and  to  which 
he  would,  no  doubt,  have  risen  that  even- 
ing, but  that  the  subject  fettered  and  con- 
fined his  genius.  It  did  appear  to  him, 
that  the  riprht  hon.  gentleman  had  mis- 
quoted the  Treaty-— particulsrly  when  be 
contended  that  it  bound  Great  Britain  to 
the  fulfilment  of  terms  such  as  were  never 
before  exacted  from  any  state.  He  felt 
with  those  who  supported  the  motion,  thai 
every  means  ought  to  be  taken  to  in* 
flame  the  House,  and  if  not  the  House,  the 
people  at  large,  to  go  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  and  to  exclaim  against  a  partici- 
pation in  an  act  which  sullied  the  hitherto 
unspotted  character  of  the  country. 
Many  gentlemen  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
find,  upon  examination,  tb^t  Great  Bri- 
tain was  not  bound  by  this  iniquitous 
Treaty.  He  was  convinced  that  we  were 
not  bound  by  it— and,  if  we  chose  to  com- 
mence hostilities  against  Norway,  we 
should  do  it  gratuitously- for  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Treaty  that  bound  us  to 
such  an  act — we  were  as  free  as  air  on 
that  subject.  He  would  beg  leave  to 
bring  the  recollection  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  back  to  the  origin  of  the 
Treaty  ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  could  not 
avoid  observing,  that  he  bad  ^confined 
himself  to  a  scrupulous  examination  of 
particular  words,  instead  of  looking  to  tho 
general   complexion    of    the    measurOf 
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When  the  original  Ireaty  was  entered  into 
between  Sweden  and  Kusiia,  it  did  not 
arUe  from  any  apprehension  that  the  for- 
mer country  would  be  invaded  by  Den- 
ikiark,  through  Norway  (for  these  powers 
were  then  at  peace) ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  Russia,  to  indemnify  Sweden  for  the 
loss  of  Finland,  offered  to  guarantee  Nor- 
way to  her  as  an  equivalent.  But,  said 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  England  step- 
ped in  just  at  that  time,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, the  stipulations  of  that  treaty 
were  postponed  until  other  operations  had 
taken  place.  But,  if  the  right  hon. 
sentleman  would  consult  the  dates  of  the 
diSereni  treaties,  he  would  find  that  this 
was  not  the  fact.  What,  he  would  ask, 
did  England  agree  to  do  ?  To  obtain  the 
cession  of  Norway  from  Denmark—and 
in  case  the  king  of  Denmark  refused,  or 
declinedjoining  the  Allies,  in  that  event,  to 
make  use  of  force.  The  junction  which  ulti- 
mately did  take  place  between  the  king 
of  Denmark  and  the  Allies,  after  the  for- 
mer had  been  deprived  of  great  part  of 
bis  dominions,  was  not,  he  was  willing  to 
allow,  of  that  description  which  was  ori- 
ginally contemplated,  and  which  would 
allow  him  to  say  to  the  Allies,  "  I  have 
joined  you,  according  to  your  own  con- 
ditions, and,  therefore,  you  cannot  call 
tipon  me  to  cede  Norway."  Biit,  Den- 
mark having,  as  far  as  she  could,  ceded 
that  conntry,  we  were  completely  freed 
from  the  operatibn  of  the  condition 
into  which  we  had  entered.  The  ho- 
Aourable  fi;entleman  bad  alluded  to  the 
Partition  Treaty,  as  a  proof  that  territories 
were  occasionally  ceded.  He  might  have 
adverted,  with  the  same  view,  to  the 
Treaty  at  present  in  progress.  Innume- 
rable instances  might  be  adduced,  where 
cessions  were  made,  and  no  resistance 
was  offered  them;  but  would  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  contend,  that,  where  a 
people  were  absolved  from  their  allegi- 
ance, they  had  not  a  right  to  form  a  go- 
vernment for  themselves,  and  to  resist 
those  who  endeavoured  to  prevent  them  ? 
There  was  not  a  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  to  whom  that  right  did  not  belong. 
And,  when  a  nation,  like  Norway,  secured 
from  attack,  on  one  side  by  its  mountains, 
and  on  the  other  by  its  iron*  bound  coasts 
*-*inhabited  by  a  brave,  hardy,  and,  he 
hoped,  a  free  people,  determined  to  assert 
that  right,  every  man  who  possessed  any 
claim  to  patriotism  ought  to  applaud  them. 
Tliat  people  had  expressed  to  their  sove- 
nifo  the  kio|;  of  Denmark,  their  determi- 
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nation  to  submit  to  all  the   faorrora    of 
war  and   famine,    sooner    than   becoifia 
the  subjects  of  Sweden;  at  length  Den* 
mark  was  obliged,  the  sword  being  put 
to    her   throat,    to    cede    the    coantrj. 
Under    these    circumstances,    were    not 
the    Norwegians    fully    justified    in    re* 
nouncing  the  throne  of  Denmark,  in  de* 
daring  they  woiild  never  return  to  it,  and 
in  opposing  the  yoke  of  Sweden*  which 
they  viewe^d  with  detestation  ?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  said,  the  word  '  cemm* 
was  not  used  in  the  Treaty— there  the  term 
'  annexation'  was  alone  to  be  found.     He 
was  really  surprised  that  a  gentleman  poa^ 
sessing  such  a  comprehensive  mind  ahoald 
have  recourse  to  such  a  petty  distinction. 
But,  if  he  looked  to  the  Treaty  entered  into 
at  Kiel,  on  the  10th  of  ^January  last,  he 
would  find  in  the  10th  article,  that  the 
cession  of  Norway  was  expressly  mention- 
ed.    By  that  article,  tt  was  admitted,  that 
the  king  of  Denmark  had  fulfilled  the  sti- 
pulation into  which  he  had  entered,  to 
give  up  Norway ;  and  therefore  the  be* 
siness  was  entirely  taken  out  of  our  handa» 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  spoke  of  Prince 
Christian  as  a  rebel  to  the  crown  of  Den* 
mark.     Now,  it  was  true,  he  might  have 
forfeited  that  crown ;  but  still  he  had  acted 
as  every  patriotic  man  should  do,  when 
called  upon  by  a  brave  people  struggling 
for  their  rights,  regardless  of  personal  coo- 
sequences,  to  put  himself  at  their  head* 
He  had  conducted  himself  with  a  degree  of 
fortitude  and  magnanimity  which  shewed 
that  be  was  worthy  of  ruling  over  a  free 
nation.      Now,    sup|>ose    England   was 
placed  in  a  situation  so  unfortunate,  that, 
to  retrieve  herself,  she  should  be  obliged 
to  cede  Ireland  to  a  foreign  enemy— in 
such  a  case,  was  there  an  Irishman  whose 
indignant  heart  would  not  burst  at    the 
mere  mention  of  such  a  degrading  transfer. 
And,  when  they  had  beKire  them  tboae 
heroes  who  had  achieved  such  gloriea  (n 
Spain  and  Portugal  (the  greater  namber  of 
whom,  he  believed,  were  natives  of  Ire* 
land),  could  it,  be  doubted,  that  the  people 
of  that  country  would  find  leaders  wbo 
would    establish  their    independence   in 
spite  of  the  world  ?  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  proceeded  to  argue,  that  "  the  mall 
now  on  the  steps  of  the  throne  of  Sweden** 
(as  Mr.  Canning  termed  him)    had  net 
given    that  effective  co-nperation  to  the 
allied  powers  which  he  bad  ttipolated  to 
do;  and.  therefire,  upon  that  ground,  aa 
the  conditions   entered  into  by  Sweden 
were  not  fulfilled,  we  coatd  not  he  fcirlf 
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called  opoiYi  allowing  that  we  were  oiber- 
wise  bound,  to  compel  Norway  to  receive 
a  new  sovereign,  to  carry  that  stipula- 
tion into  effect.  He  should  like  to  bear 
what  sir  C.  Stewart,  or  marshal  Blocher, 
would  say  upon  the  subject  of  the  assist- 
ance  granted  by  Sweden.  The  gentle- 
men who  argued  on  the  other  side  appear- 
ed very  unwilling  to  examine  this  point. 
Yes,  although  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  gife  any  price  to  free  this  country 
from  the  trammels  of  the  Treaty,  yet  nei- 
ther he,  tior  any  of  those  who  coincided 
in  opinion  wiih  him,  thought  it  all  neces-^ 
•ary  to  examine  whether  Sweden  had  per- 
formed her  part  of  the  contract.  He  then 
proceeded  to  argoe  on  the  inconsistency 
of  supporting  the  Spanish  people,  who 
were  transferred  by  the  act  of  their  sove- 
reign to  France,  but  who  opposed  that 
transfer  ;  and  yet,  in  the  case  of  Norway, 
not  only  refusing  to  assist  her  exertions, 
but  absolutely  using  force  to  crush  them. 
-^What  did  the  inhabltanu  of  that  coun- 
try want  ?  They  did  not  ask  for  arms  or 
ammunition.  They  only  requested  barley 
and  oats— the  coarsest  fare  contented 
them— their  luxuries  were  of  so  humble 
a  nature,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  scorn  to  put  up  with  them,  even  on 
the  most  meagre  days.  Surely  Great  Bri- 
tain would  nut  stain  her  national  character, 
by  refusing  such  a  demand.  The  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  made  a  number 
of  observations  that  greatly  surprised  him. 
With  respect  to  his  half  pious  and  half 
profane  illustration  of  his  argument,  about 
throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to  Divine 
Providence,  which  the  Almighty  would 
certainly  take  up,  he  should  say  nothing 
—But  he  would  tell  the  learned  gentleman, 
that,  nlthujjgh  he  appeared  very  moderate, 
although  he  was  by  no  mt^ans  wicked,  yet 
his  t^n<itr  mercies  (as  developed  in  his 
speech  that  night)  seemed  to  bv.  most  cruel. 
If  he  had  not  been  well  acquainted  with 
the  learned  gentleman's  voice  and  manner, 
be  never  could  have  supposed,  that  the 
identical  man  whom  he  had  heard  dea- 
caniing  on  the  miseries  of  the  Slave  Trade 
was  tt)e  mdividual  who  that  night  laboured 
to  shew  the  necessity  of  starving  the  Nor- 
wegians! If  he  drd  not  know  him  well,  be 
fthould  h  .ve  snpposrd  him  to  be  one  of 
those  friends  of  freedom  and  happiness, 
who,  some  years  ago,  were  in  the  habit  of 
stating  to  the  Hou^e,  tbit  the  natives  of 
Africa  ought  to  be  transported  from  their 
barbarous  count  rv  to  taste  of  liberty  and 
comfort  in  the  West  Indiet.     If  he  were 


ftol  perfectly  convinced,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  abhorred  the  French  Revola* 
tton,  he  shoukl  that  night  have  mistalcea 
him  for  one  of  the  old  constituent  body^ 
offering  the  people  of  Norway  a  new 
form  of  government,  with  the  book  in  one 
band,  and  the  sword  in  the  other.  He 
called  upon  the  House  to  examine,  and  to 
spurn  from  them,  this  hardened,  this  on- 
feeling,  this  iron  kindness!  He  wished 
to  God  a  flame  of  fire  would  enter  every 
breaat  in  that  House,  and  in  the  coaotry, 
and  excite  the  utmost  energies  of  the  peo^ 
pie  in  behalf  of  the  Norwecians,  for  whoae 
success  he  most  fervently  prayed.  Ia 
conclusion,  the  hon.  gentleman  obterved^ 
that  thbte  who  thought  the  Treaty  waa 
binding,  and  those  wIki  had  formed  a  dif* 
ferent  opinion,  might  concur  in  the  pr»* 
ient  motion,  which  only  went  to  procure 
a  pau^e  from  action,  before  tbia  cotmtry 
proceeded  to  hostile  measurei. 

The  Chttnceliar  af  the  Bxekequer  con^ 
tended,  that  this  country  waa  bound,  tn 
compliance  with  the  stipulations  in  her 
Treaty  with  Sweden,  to  put  the  Crown 
Prince  in  possession  of  Norway.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  Crown  Prince  had  foU 
filled  all  the  terms  which  had  been  pro* 
posed  to  him  by  Denmark  for  this  cession 
—he  abandoned  the  fortresses  which  he 
had  taken,  advanced  a  considerable  aom 
of  money,  and,  in  fact,  had  neglected  no 
one  of  those  acts  which  were  necessary  to 
entitle  him  to  the  fulfUment  of  the  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Denmark. 
Not  so  with  the  king  of  Denmark ;  he  had 
not  acted  with  that  good  fsith,  which  it  wu 
just  he  should  have  done;  and  hence 
arose  the  necessity,  as  well  as  the  duty  of 
this  country,  to  take  care  that  her  ally  re« 
ceived  that  recom pence  for  her  sacrificea 
which  she  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  rigtit 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Canning) 
had  put  the  subject  on  the  proper  ground  ^ 
and  acquiescing  as  he  did  in  the  nrgn» 
ments  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  ad- 
duced, he  did  not  Uiink  it  neceasary 
longer  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PonMmby  said,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  had  said, 
that  bit  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning) 
had  pot  this  question  upon  its  proper 
ground— that  was  to  say,  we  had  entered 
into  a  Treaty  to  secure  the  paaseasion  of 
Norway  to  Sweden,  and  to  employ  our 
naval  force  in  the  atuinment  of  that  object. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  faeaiil 
any  nation  could  bind  itaelf  to  an  act  of 
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tyranny  and  injustice.  No  doubt,  if  a 
treaty  was  entered  into,  whether  incon- 
Tenient  or  onerous,  we  were  bound  to 
abide  by  its  stipulations.  If  we  had  un- 
dertaken to  pay  a  sum  of  money,  if  the 
last  shilling  was  wrung  from  the  pockets 
of  the  nation  by  taxes,  it  ought  to  be  and 
should  be  paid.  If  we  had  undertaken  to 
give  to  Sweden  commercial  advantages, 
however  incompatible  with  our  own  in- 
terests and  those  of  posterity,  that  stipula- 
iioo  ought  to  be  religiously  performed  4  but 
no  stipulation  could  be  binding  which  was 
contrary  to  justice  itself.  Who  had  ever 
heard  that  it  was  right  to  do  that  which  was 
in  itself  wrong,  and  which  was  destructive 
of  the  natural  rights  of  nations  ?  He  denied 
that  it  had  ever  been  in  the  contemplation 
of  this  country  to  use  force  towards  the 
Norwegians  ;  all  that  was  intended  was, 
to  force  Denmark  to  cede  Norway  to 
Sweden,  and  this  had  been  effectually 
done.  With  respect  to  the  Treaty  itself, 
which  had  been  first  entered  into  between 
Kussia  and  Sweden,  and  to  which  Great 
Britain  had  afterwards  acceded,  he  con« 
sidered  it  as  one  which,  in  point  of  atrocity, 
.had  not  been  equalled  by  any  former 
jtransaction  of  mankind.  In  confirmation 
of  this  remark,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman oppoiite  (Mr.  Canning),  who,  al- 
though he  bad  opposed  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  W.  Wynn),  had  not  he- 
ititated  to  say,  that  there  was  no  sacrifice 
which  he  would  not  make  to  be  freed  from 
the  obligations  of  this  Treaty.  These 
obligations  were,  notwithstanding  their 
revolting  nature,  he  would  repeat,  fully 
performed.  *  Denmark  had  ceded,  by 
compulsion  indeed,  her  rights  over  the 
sovereignty  of  Norway  ;  but  the  Norwe- 

fians  themselves,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ixchequer  had  said,  refused  to  sanction 
this  transfer  ;  they  had,  as  they  were  en- 
titled to  do,  resisted  the  oppression  with 
which  they  were  threatened :  and,  al- 
though they  were  justly  so  resisting,  the 
navy  of  this  country  was  to  be  employed 
to  forcp  ibcm  to  obedience.  Such  a  mis- 
application of  the  British  aroifi,  he  con- 
tended, had  not  been  stipulated  fur,  and, 
consequently,  ought  not  to  be  permitted. 
It  had  been  said,  that  this  was  an  illusory 
construction  of  the  Treaty  ;  and  it  was 
contended,  that  we  were  bound  to  see 
Norway  annexed  to  Sweden.  As  far  as 
the  cession  of  the  sovereignty  of  Denmark 
could  go,  that  annexation  had  been  ac- 
complished^ and  not  one  step  furtJier  was 
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this  country  bound  to  go.    Tho  king  of 
Denmark  had  ceded  his  sovereignty^  had 
ceded  his  rights  over  Norway,  and,  as  far 
as  he  could  force  her  people,  had  com- 
pelled them  to  become  the  slaves  of  m  na* 
tion  for  which  they    felt    the  stroageat 
hatred.    The  people  themselves  bad,  how* 
ever,    refused   to  sanction  the    trantfer* 
It  had  been  said,  that  Prince  Christian  bad 
been  instrumental  to  this  spirit  of  resiit- 
ance ;  and  it  had  been  further  insinaated, 
that  the  Danish  government  themtelvci 
had,  in  an  underhand  maimer,  given  en- 
couragement to  the  feelings  which  had  been 
displayed.     If  this  had  been  the  caae,  let 
Prince  Christian  be  punished— let  Den« 
mark  be  again  visited  by  the  ravages  of 
war ;  but  there  was  no  principle,  of  juttice 
or  humanity  which  could  bind  this  coun- 
try to  perform  towards  Norway  an  act  of 
national    injustice.     [The   Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  here  said  across  the  table^ 
"  Oar  good  faith  ougbt'M — Oar  good  faith 
(said  Mr.  Ponsonby)  might  call  opon  os 
to  perform  stipulations  inconsistent  with 
our  interests,  but  nothing  could  aothorise 
us  to  commit  an  act  of  downright  tyranoj 
and  oppression.    W'hat  would  be  the  state 
of  the  human  race,  if  governments  were 
allowed  to  transfer  their  subjects  at  plea- 
sure, and  if  no  right  to  resist  such  transfers 
existed  ?    Would    it  not  be   degraded—* 
fallen— contemptible  ?    The   present  case 
was  not  new  to  the  people  of  England— 
they  had  always  been  ready  to  assist  na- 
tions struggling  for  their  own  liberty.— 
What  had  happened  on  the  partition  of 
Poland  ?    What  was  the  conduct  which 
England  then  pursued  ?    When  the  par- 
titioning powers  entered  Poland,  Stanis- 
laus Sobicski,  overwhelmed  and  alarmed 
by  the  force  with   which   he  was    sur- 
rounded, called  a  diet,  and  gave  ap  to 
the  empress  Catharine  of  Russia  all  that 
she    required.    Did    the    people  of  Po* 

I  land  subscribe    to    this    sacrifice?    No; 

'  a  great  part  of  the  Polish  nation,  led 
by  Poniatowski,  determined  to  main- 
tain the  independence  and  the  liber- 
ty of  their  country,  and  made  long  and 
glorious  struggles  for  that  purpose.  That 
conduct  was  not  thought,  by  England^,  re- 
bellious.    That  was  not  deemed  a  perfi- 

j  dious  act.  No ;  but  it  received'  the  ap- 
probation»  the  countenance,  and  the  sym- 
pathy of  this  country.  Our  merchant^* 
our  bankers,  and  our  traders,  assembled 
together,  with  their  lord  mayor  at  their 
head,  and  in  a  few  days  subscribed  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  support  a  people^ 
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who,  in  despite  of  their  own  goTernment, 
refused  to  be  transferred.  True  it  was, 
the  bra?e  and  gallant  people  were  at 
length  overcome;  but  though  they  had 
failed,  no  man  who  had  ever  written  said, 
that  in  what  they  did,  they  had  not  done 
right.  No  man  had  been  heard  to  say, 
that  the  assistance  of  this  country  bad 
been  improperly  bestowed.  A  later  in- 
stance had  been  afforded  in  the  case  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Tyrol,  who,  when  trans- 
ferred by  the  Austrians  to  the  French, 
refu.^ed  to  be  thus  transferred,  and,  head- 
ed by  HofFer,  a  poor  innkeeper  to  be  sure, 
but  a  man  that  was  not  to  be  terrified  by 
dangers  however  great,  or  oppositioD 
however  powerful,  resisted  the  slavery  to 
which  they  were  destined,  and  bravely 
fought  for  that  liberty  which  bad  been 
so  barely  bartered.  They,  however,  un- 
fortunately shared  the  fate  of  Poland,  and 
were  obliged  to  yield  to  their  conquerors. 
No  man,  nowever,  had  thought  that  the^ 
were  not  justified  in  their  conduct.  This 
country  felt  for  the  Tyrolese  as  they  had 
for  the  Poles,  and  had  contributed  by  pe- 
cuniary means  towards  their  encourage- 
ment ;  and  it  was  then,  as  it  ever  would 
be,  maintained  as  an .  incontrovertible'' 
truth,  that  the  right  of  resistance  under 
such  circumstances  was  common  to  all 
mankind.  It  might  be  said,  as  with  Cor- 
sica, that  such  resistance  was  foolish  and 
imprudent ;  but  its  folly  or  iu  imprudence 
did  not  lessen  the  noble  motives  from 
which  it  had  arisen.  So  now  with  re- 
spect to  the  people  of  Norway,  whom  it 
was  falsely  stated  we  v.*ere  bound  by  a 
treaty  to  starve  into  compliance,  it  was 
an  act  of  tyranny  which  we  had  ever 
been  the  instruments  to  oppose.  Starva- 
tion was,  in  fact,  the  only  way  in  which 
war  was  to  be  made  upon  these  unfortu- 
nate people.  They  bad  no  fleets,  they 
had  no  commerce,  to  which  our  efforts 
could  be  directed — and  now  the  navy  of 
England— that  navy  which  had  swept  the 
seas  of  every  other  navy  in  the  world — so 
great,  so  glorious,  so  triumphant,  was  to 
be  employed  in  starving  th«*  inhabitants 
of  Norway  into  compliance  with  a  demand 
inconsistent  with  all  moral  and  natural 
obligations,  and  directly  at  variance  with 
those  principles  of  which  Great  Britain 
had  at  all  times  been  the  champion. 
Here  would  be  a  charming  service  on 
which  to  send  a  lord  Nelson.  It  might 
be  said,  that*first*rate  ships  would  not  be 
employed  in  this  honourable  warfare. 
Perhaps,  then,  captain  Broke,  and  his  gal- 


lant crew,  who  had  humbled  the  pride  of 
the  American  navy,  and  in  fifleen  mi* 
nutes  had  forced  the  Chesapeake  to  strike 
to  his  superior  skill  and  bravery,  would  be 
sent  to  assist  in  starving  an  independent, 
free,  and  gallant  nation  into  submission 
and  slavery— a  glorious  reward  for  such 
an  officer— a  pleasant  Employment  for 
the  naval  force  of  England  1  It  was  in 
vain  to  disguise  from  themselves  the  truth 
of  this  mauer.  The  Treaty  which  had 
been  acceded  to  was  iniquitous  and  un- 
just. The  stipulations,  however,  it  was 
clear  had  been  complied  with,  and  there 
was  no  tie  of  honour  or  honesty  by  which 
we  were  bound  to  do  more  than  had  been 
done.  We  could  arraign  other  countriei 
for  their  otfences— we  could  be  loud  in 
oor  condemnation  of  acts  of  injustice  com* 
mitted  by  other  states ;  but  he  knew  not 
whether  Buonaparte,  in  the  plenitude  of 
all  his  power— in  the  full  exercise  of  all 
his  despotism,  had  ever  committed  ao  act 
of  such  atrocity  as  that  of  which  we  were 
now  the  abettors.  Whatever  we  might 
think  of  ourselves— whatever  judgment 
we  mieht  pass  upon  our  own  conduct^»the 
rest  of  the  world  could  not  but  pronounce 
us  unjust,  unprincipled,  inhuman ;  and 
that  Ensland,  which  amidst  so  many 
storms  of  adversity  had  maintained  her 
dignity— that  England,  which  had  ever 
stood  foremost  in  the  chastisement  of  in- 
justice — that  England,  which  had  hereto* 
fore  supported  the  highest  rank  in  the  ci- 
vilized world,  was  about  to  do  that  which 
would  sully  her  name  and  sully  her  g\orf 
for  ever ! 

Mr.  Wilhcrforce  was  compelled,  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  resist  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Canning).  He  gave  ministers  cre- 
dit for  their  good  intentions ;  yet  he  could 
not  admit  that  the  proceeding  towards 
Norway  was  just  or  liberal.  On  those 
principles  which  he  had  ever  observed, 
and  on  which  he  had  formerly  deprecated 
the  Slave  Trade,  he  considered  the  parti- 
tioning of  states  against  their  will  a  most 
despotic  sacrifice  of  public  rights.  He 
hoped  his  Majesty's  ministers,  who  did 
not  appear  to  be  the  projectors  of  this  ces- 
sion, would  do  all  they  could  to  avert  the 
calamities  of  the  Norwegians.  There 
was  no  sacrifice  that  he  would  not  make, 
to  prevent  an  act  of  such  flagrant  injua* 
tice. 

Lord  John  Rutsell  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  Address;  as  did  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

Mr.  BathurU  spoke  in  favour  of  th« 
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meaiurM  adapted  by  bii  HaJMiy'*  mt- 
niiterij  and  in  support  of  thn  necessity  of 

Gnat  Briuia  placing  Norway  in  the  po*- 
nnioD  of  Swedea. 

Sir  Thomat  D.  Acland,  mllhough  from 
tfae  firit  moment  he  mw  the  Trcity  nith 
Sw«d«a,  he  fielt  fur  it  the  uimoit  dcteita- 
tigUf  yet  felt  himself  bound  to  t«y,  that 
iu  alipulBtiona  ought  to  be  carried  into 
■Act;  and,  therefore,  reluctantly  he  mut>t 
oppow  the  matian  of  hit  bon.  friend. 
Biefore  he  sat  down,  bowever,  he  bepged 
be  might  be  permitted  to  slate  some  in- 
£>rmaiioD  which  came  wiihin  hi*  own  per- 
Wnal  knowledge,  and  which  might  hare 
^me  weight  wltb  Lis  Majesty'*  minis' 
tan.  At  tbit  time,  and  the  whole  of  the 
aaxt  month,  was  the  leed-time  in  Nor- 
way. The  inbabiianti,  he  believed,  had 
tcarccly  sufficient  to  sow  tbe  land  for  a 
crop ;  and  yet  he  feared  that  even  this 
littla  their  neceiiitiet  would  oblige  them 
to  devote  lo  tbeir  present  suslenaace, 
whereby  hereafter  they  would  inevitably 
be  reduced  to  famine.  This  circa roata ace, 
he  conceived,  ought  to  induce  some  re- 
laxatian  towards  these  unhappy  people. 
Though  we  were  bound  by  our  Treaiy  to 
co-operate  with  our  naval  force  in  attaining 
tbe  objects  of  Sweden,  we  were  not  bound 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmoat  ri- 
goar.  There  were  no  sinews  of  war  to  be 
crippled,  ito  commerce  lo  be  impeded ; 
ill  that  could  be  done  was,  lo  starve  not 
•lone  tbe  rich  but  the  poor— the  soldier 
tnd  the  peaaant— the  women  and  the  chiU 
dren— the  infirtn  and  the  ag^d,  Thescwere 
circumitances  wbii^b  ought  not  tobeforgot- 
ten — we  iboold  not  lose  sight  of  the  mi*e> 
rie*  which  were  inflicted  on  ihe  innorenL 
~-Heiiad  himself,  while  a  priMiner  in  Nor- 
way, experienced  the  greaiest  kindness 
and  liberality ;  and  at  a  time  .when  ihia 
country  was  making  her  attack  on  Copen- 
bageo,  when  every  family  in  Norway  was 
anxioas  for  the  fat*  of  some  one  of  their 
relatives  and  friend*,  and  when  the  poit 
by  which  that  intelligence  was  to  be  con- 
veyed was  atopped  by  our  cruiacrs,  be, 
accompanied  by  othera,  passed  through 
the  streeti  of  Chrisiianttadt,  amidst  crowds 
of  the  enquiring  and  anxious  inhabiunU,  ' 
yet  not  one  of  ibem  received  the  slightest 
insult.  Again,  at  a  period  when  the  king 
of  Denmark  had  forhiddeD,  under  the 
tnost  severe  penalties,  all  commanication 
with  England,  or  connection  with  Eng- 
lish mercantile  hotises,  he,  araoog  others, 
went  to  a  Norwegian  merchant  to  apply 


I  for  money — when  they  wero  told,  bill* 
upon  England  were  prohibited ;  but  iha 
perwn  to  whom  they  addreased  them* 
aelveir  expreiaed  his  love  and  veneratioa, 
for  England ;  lie  called  it  the  friend  and 
protector  of  his  ccutitry,  and,  without  hft< 
sitation,  gave  up  his  money  without  acco- 
riiy,  saying,  "  You  are  Englishmen  ;  I 
know  you  will  be  honoorable."  Such 
were  the  sentimenti  entertained  of,  and 
ciiiiBdence  placed  in,  this  country  by 
Norway ;  and  be  coold  not  bat  lanuB^ 
ih'it  we  were  now  repaying  that  cuifi* 
dence  by  the  blacklist  ingratitude. 

Mr.  C.  W.  ffyna  now  rose,  amid  load 
cries  of  Queaiion!  and  having  sbortly  re- 
plied to  the  argument*  which  bad  Imaii 
urged  against  him,  a  division  took  places 
when  the  numbers  were : 


For  the  Address     -     - 

Affainst  it     •    •     •     - 

Majority  -     .    -     - 
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Aubrey,  air  John 
Abercromhy,  bon.  J. 
Anson,  general 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bernard,  Scrope 
Bewick,  col. 
Bennet,  ban.  H. 
Brand,  bon.  T. 
Crcevey,  T. 
Combe,  U. 
Calvert,  C. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Uiinoas,  hon.  L. 
DouglaH,  hon.  S. 
Ebrington,  lord 
Foley,  T. 
Fremantle,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Greenhill,  % 
Grant,  J.  P. 
GurJon,  R, 
Gaskcll,  B. 
Guise,  sirW. 
Hamilton,  sir  H< 
Homer,  F. 
Halsey.J. 
Hughe.,  W. 
Uoriiby,  E. 
Howard,  II. 
LanibttH),  J.  G. 
Uoyd,  M. 


Martin,  H. 
Blaitiil^J. 


irW. 


Mackintosh,  va.S. 
Alonck,  sit  C. 
Melgund,  laid 
Moore,  P. 
Mostyn,  sir  T. 
Mewport,  ar  J. 
Nugent,  laid 
North,  D. 
Old.  W, 
O'Han,  C. 

Ponsonby,  rt.  ^Ma,Q, 
Piggot,  sir  A. 
PhiUips,  G. 
Pritlie,  hon.  F. 
Parnell,  sir  H. 
Paulet,  hon.  V. 
Ridley,  sir  H. 
Romuly,  Hr  8. 
RancliS,  k)id 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
RuuellfkHdJ. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  J.  Caoabrklge 

Univeiuty, 
Stanley,  lord 
ScudanMiVi  R. 
Tiemey,  it.  boa.  O. 
Tavistock,  marqiiis  of 
Whilbread,S. 
WiUiama,  O. 
Wharton,  J. 
Western,  C. 
WinningtOB,  sirT. 
Williams,  su-  R, 
TiLLsas. 
Wymi,  C.  W. 
8Duifa,-W. 
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HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Fridi^,  ilfcry  13. 

Clergy  Pbnaltibs  Bill.}  The  House 
resoWed  itself  into  e  Committee  upon  tbis 
Bill.  Upon  the  provision  authorising  the 
courts,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
stay  the  proceedings  that  had  been  en- 
tered into ; 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  observed,  that 
however  unworthily  the  person  in  question 
might  have  pursued  his  object,  still  it  was 
of  consequence  that  the  faith  and  law  of 
the  country  should  not  be  violated  without 
strong  necessity.  These  penalties  had 
been  sued  for  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Jaw ;  and  he  thought  the  party  suing 
ought  at  least  to  be  indemnified  for  his 
own  expences  incurred  in  the  prosecution. 

Lord  Elknborougk  said,  that  the  princi- 
ple of  the  provision  was  analogous  to  the 
usual  practice  of  parliament. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  it  was 
certainly  a  delicate  proceeding  ;  but  that 
it  had  been  the  practice,  at  all  times,  when 
an  informer  made  a  vexatious  abuse  of  a 
law  which  was  intended  for  wholesome 
purposes,  for  the  legislature  to  interfere, 
and  shield  those  who  were  the  objects  of 
that  vexatious  abuse  from  the  penalties 
incurred.  If  the  House  were  justified, 
therefore,  in  depriving  this  person  of  his 
vested  rights  in  penalties  legally  sued  for, 
the  same  principle  would  justify. them  in 
interfering  with  respect  to  his  costs.  In 
cases  even,  where  a  verdict  had  been  ob- 
uined,  in  vexatious  prosecutions,  and  1004 
penalties  recovered,  only  lOL  were  al- 
lowed ;  and  in  others,  the  costs  were  often 
denied  after  a  verdict  obtained. 

Lord  Holland  contended,  that  the  neces- 
sity of  the  present  Bill  arose  from  the  de- 
ficiencies of  the  43d  of  the  King,  which 
it  would  be  better  to  acknowledge  wrong 
at  once,  than  to  persevere  in  from  any 
false  notions  of  consistency.  Instead  of 
an  act  of  grace  to  the  clergy,  it  had 
proved  one  of  great  hardship,  especially 
from  the  technical  description  of  residence, 
which  he  wished  was  got  rid  of.  He  did 
not  mean  to  oppose  the  present  Bill,  be- 
cause its  object  was  to  relieve  a  vast  onm- 
berof  individuals  from  aprosecotion  whkh 
arose  out  of  the  errors  of  the  legislature 
itself.  Similar  prosecutions,  he  feared, 
would  be  frequent,  unless  they  departed 
from  the  principle  of  enforcing  mideDoe, 
or  defined  the  nature  of  Msidcnot 
curately. 

(  vdL.  XXVIL  ) 


The  Lord  CkauMor  contended,  that  the 
43d  of  the  King,  as  far  as  the  residence  of 
the  clergy  was  concerned,  had  been  a  very 
great  improvement.  The  cases  of  hard- 
ship* before  the  passing  that  Act,  were 
numerous.  He  remembered  two  or  three 
which  came  under  his  own  notice ;  parti- 
cularly one,  of  a  clergyman  who  went 
down  to  his  living  in  the  country,  and 
found  a  hai^d^ome  parsonage- house,  much 
larger  than  he  wanted,  as  he  had  no  family. 
An  attorney  in  the  place,  with  a  large 
family,  was  living  in  a  small  convenient 
house,  which  he  proposed  to  exchange 
with  the  clergyman,  and  reside  at  his  par- 
sonage. At  the  end  of  the  twelve  months, 
when  the  attorney  was  applied  to  for  the 
difference  of  the  rent,  his  answer  was,  I 
owe  you  nothing,  but  you  owe  mo  1  \0L 
the  amount  of  penalty  tor  non-residence, 
which  he  actually  sued  for  and  recovered. 
The  43d  of  the  King,  he  certainly  did  not 
think  open  to  so  many  objections  as  the 
noble  baron  had  insinuated.  He  felt  soaiB 
little  personal  concern  about  that  Act; 
for  he  had  laboured  day  and  night  to 
render  it  beneficial  to  the  clergy.  The 
temper  of  the  times  when  it  was  passed  did 
not  admit  of  consulting  the  mutual  inte- 
rests of  the  clergy  and  public  so  much  as 
might  now  be  done. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canttrbmy  was  of 
opinion,  that  great  relief  had  been  aflbrded 
by  that  Bill ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  much 
required  to  be  done  to  give  it  a  full  and 
perfect  operation.  Nothing  was  more  to 
be  deplored;  than  that  the  inadvertence 
and  misconduct  of  some  of  the  clergy  had 
given  occasion  to  the  present  Bill ;  but  it 
would  be  found,  that  its  provisions  sepa* 
j  rated  the  cases  of  vicious  non-reiidence 
I  from  those  of  mistake  and  neglect. 

Lord  ElUiAoroMgk  wished  the  whole 
matter  of  rattdence  to  be  re-cast.  It  had 
been  approached  by  the  legislature  with 
a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and,  as  it  stood  at  present,  was  full  of 
defects. 

The  Ijord  CAoiicelto  was  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  residence 
without  making  the  failure  of  it  penal. 

Lord  Elknkwmgk  observed,  that  when  it 
was  conatdered  how  vast  a  number  of 
pertons  was  concerned,  and  how  varioos 
and  infinite  were  the  causes  of  residence 
and  non-residence,  it  would  hardly  be  pos- 
sible, he  apprehended,  to  accomplish  all 
that  might  be  desired,  without  confiding  a 
very  large  discretion  in  the  bishops. 

The  Duke  of  NmfM  observe4»  thai  by< 

(SK) 


867]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

the  operation  of  the  present  Bill,  not  only 
was  the  right  of  property,  under  the  law, 
taken  away  from  the  individual,  but  aho 
what  he  had  expended  in  a  legal  pursuit. 
Such  a  regolation,  however,  might  be  ne- 
cessary, and  he  should  not,  therefore,  per- 
sist to  a  division,  though  he  still  retained 
his  own  opinion. 

The  clause  was  then  read  and  carried ; 
after  which  the  House  resumed,  and  the 
Report  was  received. 
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Friday,  May  13. 

Petition  op  Mr.  Mallison.1  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  presented  a  Petition 
from  William  Henry  Mallison,  of  Saint 
Michael's  Alley,  Cornhill ;  setting  forth, 
'*  that  it  is  with  the  highest  gratitication 
the  petitioner  leamw  a  committee  is  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  a  mode  of  giving 
relief  to  shipwrecked  mariners  and  ves- 
sels in  distress,  so  many  thousands  perish- 
ing annually  on  the  coasts  of  these  islands, 
leaving  their  wives  and  children  too  fre- 
quently victims  to  want  and  misery  ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  having  formed  a  plan 
for  this  laudable  intention,  founded  on  the 
invention  the  petitioner  calls  *'  The  Sea- 
man's Friend,"  which  in  June  1811  was 
unanimously  acknowledged  adequate  to 
this  great  purpose  by  the  committee  then 
appointed  by  the  House,  he  humbly  pre- 
sumes to  request  his  proposed  mode  of 
giving  relief  to  shipwrecked  mariners, 
which  will  be  found  as  simple  as  certain, 
may  be  investigated,  in  order  that  its 
merits  and  practicability  may  be  ascer- 
thined." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Convoy  Bill.]  The  House  having  re- 
solved into  a  committee  on  the  Convoy 
Bill, 

Mr.  Canning  rose  to  state  some  facts,  of 
which  he  had  been  apprised  by  his  con- 
stituents. Since  the  period  at  which  the 
Admiralty  had  put  an  end  to  the  custom  of 
allowing  single  ships,  properly  armed,  to 
run  to  and  from  the  West  Indies,  it  had 
been  expected  that  convoys  would  be 
more  frequent ;  on  the  contrary,  however, 
their  number  bad  greatly  diminished. 
Ad  application  had  been  made  for  a  convoy 
from  the  West  Indies  in  February  last,  at 
which  period  there  were  150  vessels  ready 
with  cargoes,  to  the  value  of  three  millions 
sterling.  They  had,  however,  been  de- 
tained, and  the  aumber  of  vessels  wu  now 
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probably  increased  to  400.  The  arrival  of 
so  many  ships  at  one  moment^  wai  pro- 
ductive of  great  inconvenience  in  the 
market.  Tiie  suggestion  of  some  of  his 
constituents  was,  that  ships  properly  armed 
(that  arming  to  be  regulated  by  parlia* 
nient)  should  be  allowed  to  sail  without 
convo}',  or  that  the  Admiralty  shoold  ap- 
point convoys  more  frequently. 

Mr.  /&»£  deprecated  the  introduction  of 
any  thing  into  the  Bill,  which  might  give 
to  the  Americans  information  calculated  to 
facilitate  their  priviateering  expedilioni 
against  our  trade. 

Mr.  Croker  expressed  his  persDMioB, 
that  the  representation  which  had  been 
made  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning) 
arose  out  of  a  misconception.  Before  the 
war  with  America,  it  had  been  aufficient 
to  protect  the  trade  in  the  Channelj  no 
danger  bein;;  to  be  apprehended  in  Ame- 
rica and  the  West  indies.  Licencei* 
therefore,  to  go  north  about  were,  at  that 
period,  granted  by  the  Admiralty,  wilh 
perfect  facility.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  American  war,  however,  the  case  was 
changed.  The  American  mcrchaiiUshipt 
were  almost  universally  converted  into 
privateers.  The  seas  s wanned  with  thoo- 
sands  of  them.  V(>ssels  then  ranning 
from  Liverpool,  and  the  other  weaten 
ports,  merely  ran  to  fall  into  the  jaweof 
the  enemy,  l^eeling  this  the  Admiralty 
refused  to  gram  li^  ences ;  the  only  ten- 
dency of  which  was,  the  capture  of  the 
vessels  to  which  they  were  granted.  On 
the  very  night  of  the  arrival  of  the  Ame- 
rican declaration  of  war.  the  revocation  of 
all  licences  which  had  been  granted  was 
published  in  the  Giizetie.  During  half 
the  year,  it  was  impossible  to  blockade  the 
American  portu;  and  during  the  other 
half,  the  blockade  was  necessarily  yzry 
imperfect.  Thit  only  hope,  therefore,  of 
keeping  the  American  privateers  within 
their  ports,  was,  to  withhold  from  them  the 
expectation  of  a  prey.  The  Admiralty . 
therefore,  established  regular  convoy e; 
and  the  gentlemen  interested  in  the  Weat 
India  trade  having  been  invited  to  meet 
and  make  such  arrangements  as  would 
suit  their  interest,  and  at  the  same  time 
would  not  be  incompatible  with  the 
public  service,  it  was  settled,  that  firar 
convoys  should  sail  annually  from  Spk- 
head,  and  four  from  Cork,  tor  the  West 
Indies,  and  that  they  should  be  placed 
within  a  fortnight  of  one  another ;  so  that 
the  veaself  who  were  accidentally  too  lata 
for  the  one«  might  yet  contrive  to  catck 
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the  other.     If  it  were  Mked»  why   the 
namber  of  convoyi  was  not  greater,  the 
answer  would  be,  that  the  Admiralty  (as 
he  had  before  observed),  not  wishing  to 
expose  our  commerce  to  any  risk  from  the 
Americans,  thought  it  wise  to  allow  fewer 
convoys,  but  to  make  them  all  safe.     Each 
convoy   therefore  eqoalltd   in    force   the 
whole  American  navy ;   ihe  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  not  a  single  merchant- 
ship  had  been  taken  which  sailed  under 
convoy,  and  that  no  convoy  had  been  at 
all   disturbed,  except  by  weather.     For 
this  purpose,  however,  it  became  necessary 
to  appoint  for  each  convoy  a  line  of  battle 
-  ship,  a  frigate,  and  several  sloops.     Mak- 
ing allowance  for  several  spare  ships  ne- 
cessary to  supply  accidental  deficiencies^ 
the  single  service,  the:  efore,  of  convoys  to 
the  West  Indies  required  about  10  line  of 
battle  ships,   10  frigates,  and   from  20  to 
30  sloops  of  war.    The  return  of  the  con- 
voys from  the  West  Indies  was  equally 
simple  and  clear.    They  sailed  at  certain 
periods  fixed  by  the  trade.    The  Admi- 
ralty had  wished  those  periods  to  be  unal- 
terably fixed  ;    but  the  trade  requesting 
that  this  might  not  be  the  case,  our  admiral 
on  the  West  India  station  had  orders  to 
appoint  a  certain  day  for  the  sailing  of  the 
convoy,  but  to  accelerate  or  re*tard  its  de- 
parture at  the  pleasure  of  the  trade.     It 
was  undoubtedly  true,  as  had  been  stated 
by  his  hon.  friend,  that  one  of  these  con- 
voys had  been  detained.    No  letters  had 
yet  been  received  at  the  Admiralty,  to 
account  for  this  circumstance ;  but  he  had 
no  doubt  that  when  they  did  arrive  the 
delay  would  be  satisfactorily  explained. 
As  to  the  permission  to  vessels  armed 
according  to  act  of  parliament  to  run,  the 
consequence  would  be,  tliat  as  soon  as  the 
Americans  became  aware  of  the  force  of 
those  vessels,  they  would  fit  out  others  of 
larger    force   to   intercept    them.      The 
stoutest    of  our  merchant  vessels  could 
hardly  carry  more  than  20  guns  and  50 
Now,  many  of  the  American  pri 
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vateers,  it  was  well  known,  carried  2i  or 
20  guns  and  150  men.  Thus  inferior,  the 
loss  of  our  single  vessels  would  be  almost 
certain.  It  would  be  better  that  they 
should  not  t)e  armed  at  all,  for  they  would 
then  be  better  able  to  run  away.  If  any 
particular  portion  of  the  seas  were  to  lie 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Con- 
Toy  Act,  the  only  conseouence  would  be, 
that  the  Americans  would  flock  thither-— 
it  would  be  their  preserve.  Such  a  step, 
however,  bad  been  taken  incircumstancea 


in  which  h  was  safe  to  Uke  it.  Imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  the  Convention 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  orders 
were  issued  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  Convoy  Act,  in  the  whole  of  the 
Mediterranean.  It  woold  also  be  sus- 
pended in  the  Baltic,  were  it  not  that  th* 
trade,  with  a  view  to  insurance,  wished  jt 
not  to  be  so.  But  for  that  wish,  it  woold 
be  suspended  in  the  Baltic,  as  long  at 
there  were  no  American  privateers  in  that 
sea.  It  was  undeniably  the  interest  of 
the  Admiralty  to  grant  licences  for  ron« 
ning  ships,  instead  of  appointing  convoys^ 
for  in  the  latter  case  they  incurred  a  res- 
ponsibility, from  which  in  the  former  they 
were  exempt;  bat  their  object  invariably 
was,  to  adopt  such  measures  on  the  soljriect 
as  were  best  calculated  to  secure  the  com- 
merce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Camdngt  in  reply,  said,  he  had  no 
doubt  but  the  Admiralty  would  make  tb« 
business  as  little  onerous  as  possible,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  at  present  further 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  Hoosel 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkin$  was  extremely 
averse  from  allowing  the  Admiraltv  to 
have  the  direction  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  Another  hardship  was,  that  the 
Admiralty  should  have  power  to  compel 
the  merchants  to  give  bonds;  but,  with 
the  explanation  given,  he  would  not  op- 
pose  the  further  progress  of  the  Bill* 

Mr.  Canning  was  of  opinion,  that  if  n 
clause  was  introduced  to  empower  the  Ad- 
miralty to  issue  a  public  notice  of  the 
licences  to  be  given,  and  the  places  to 
which  the  ships  were  to  ^o,  it  would  re- 
move many  of  the  complaints  which  bad 
been  enumerated. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  was  afraid  moch 
danger  would  arise  from  such  a  regulation, 
as  notice  would  thereby  be  given  to  the 
American  cruizer%  where  the  ships  to  be 
licensed  would  be  bound  to.  He  was 
sorry  to  say,  that  there  were  persons  in  this 
country,  and  not  a  few  of  them,  who  were 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  the  esior  poirue,  and 
to  every  principle  of  honour  aiid  honesty, 
as  to  convey  on  every  occasion  tlie 
speediest  and  most  correct  information 
with  respect  to  the  destination  of  every 
ship  sailing  with  a  license,  which  they 
contrived  by  some  means  or  other  to  find 
out.  It  was  nut  long  ago  that  an  Ame- 
rican privateer  had  received  such  accurate 
information  on  this  head,  that  bhe  lay  in 
wait  for  a  particular  ship  by  name  in  such 
a  latitude  as  to  be  almost  ceruin  of  falling 
in  with  her  by  a  certain  day.    It  to  liap* 
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penedy  howeYer,  that  she  was  taken  by  one  | 
•f  our  frigates  the  day  before ',  and  the 
▼4Bry  next  day  our  frigate,  and  the  Ame- 
rican craiser,  her  prisse,  passed  this  very 
ship,  which  would  have  been  captured  by 
the  American,  had  she  not  been  antece- 
dently deprived  of  the  means  of  doing  us 
this  mischief. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  he  had  no  doobt  but 
every  accommodation  would  be  given  by 
the  Admiralty  to  the  mercantile  interests. 

Mr.  Marryatt  said,  licenses  had  been 
given  by  the  Admiralty  to  several  ships  to 
go  to  Archangel ;  and  the  consequences 
were,  that  the  friends  of  the  American 
cruisers  had  so  effectually  exerted  their 
abilities  in  giving  them  information,  that 
he  saw  no  less  than  1 8  of  them  on  Lloyd's 
books,  one  morning,  as  prizes  to  the  Ame- 
rican privateers.  He  therefore  thought 
the  licenses  could  not  be  kept  too  secret. 

After  a  few  words  from  general  Gas- 
coyne,  the  House  was  resumed,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Catholic  Board  ]  Mr.  Knox,  seeing 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland  in 
his  place,  observed,  that  he  was,  no 
doubt,  well  acquainted  with  the  late 
proceedings  of  the   Catholic  Board.     It 
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pay.  [An  increase  was  ^proposed  in*  thU 
branch;  hot  it  wai  Imp^ble  yet  ta  smjjr  to 
what  extent.]  The  3d  heAd  was,  the  esti- 
mate of  Superannuation.    The  neit  was 
the  Extraordinary  Service;  nb'iUeretion 
would  take  place '  in '  this  "service.     With 
respect  to  the  estimates  of  the  Repairs  of 
Ships  of  War,  a  great  deal  would  be  neces- 
sary to  fit  them  for  the  ordinary  ;    for  if 
laid  up  unrepaired  they  would  go  to  ruin. 
He  next  came  to  the  head  of  Expences  of 
New  Woiks  required  ;  but  the  committee 
would  not  thank  him  to  go  throngh  the 
details  of  the  works  now.     A  large  sum  of 
above  1,600,(X)0/.  was  stated  for  Army  Pro- 
visions, &c.     He  proposed  a  reduction  of 
one  half,  that  is  800,000/.     One  article, 
the  Sick  and  Wounded,  was  considerably 
over-stated,  but  he  could  not  yet  say  to 
what  extent.     It   would  depend    on   the 
number  of  those  who  arrived  sick  from 
foreign  service.     One  large  statement  was 
1,200,000/.  for  Prisoners  of  War.    A  hope 
would  naturally  be  entertained  of  a  large 
reduction  on  this  head ;   but  the  accounts 
were  kept  from  October  one  year  to  Octo* 
ber  next  year ;  so  that  the  saving  would 
only  be  from  the  period  of  the  release  to 
October.    The  reduction  would  be  about 
2<iO,000/.     In  December  last  there  were 
was  his  opinion,  that  government  ought  I  voted  12  millions  for  Wear  and  Tear.     A 


to  take  every  step  to  put  down  an  evil 
which  excited  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
every  well  wisher  to  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland ;  and  lie  wished  to  know  what  it 
was  the*  intention  of  government  to  do  in 
this  business  ? 

Mr.  Peel  said,  the  subject  was  at  present 
under  the  consideration  of  the  executive 
power ;  but  he  did  not  feel  that  he  could 
at  present  give  any  answer. 

Mr.  Knox  said,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Protestant  population  of  Ireland  were 
deeply  interested  in  this  matter. 

Navy  Estimates.]  The  House  having 
formed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  IF.  Dwndas  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
notice,  to  move  the  different  estimates  for 
the  naval  service  of  the  current  year.  It 
would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter 
minutely  into  this  subject,  as  the  estimates 
bad  been  printed  several  weeks,  and  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  members.  IF  any  gentle- 
man, however,  wished  for  explanation  on 
any  particular  branch,  he  should  be  happy  to 
afiord  it.  The  estimates  consisted  of  the 
Ordinary,  the  Extraordinary,  and  Transport 
Service.  The  Ordinary  Service  was  divided 
into  three  branches :  1st.  Pay— 2d.  Half- 


reduction  was  here  proposed  of  2  milHoos. 
The  total  deduction  from  the  estimates  of 
the  current  year  would  be  between  three 
and  four  millions.  The  House  had  voted 
140,000  seamen.  It  must  be  gratifying  to 
all  to  learn  the  pitch  of  power  to  which 
the  British  navy  had  arrived.  It  bad 
never  perhaps  been  equalled,  and  certainly 
never  exceeded.  It  was  not  this  or  that 
board  which  had  raised  the  navy  to  this 
ascendancy,  but  the  liberal  support  of  par- 
liament and  the  country  at  large.  We 
had  a  naval  power  equal  to  check  the 
combined  fleets  of  the  world,  and  even 
capable  of  overwhelming  them.  It  con- 
sisted of  above  1,000  vessels.  What  our 
seamen  were,  the  voice  of  Earope  would 
tell.  They  had  been  engaged  in  blockade 
for  years,  a  dull  monotonous  lerrice,  which 
they  had  borne  without  murmuring  or 
repming.  A  grateful  country  must  hail 
the  return  of  their  brave  defenders.  They 
had  earned  the  gratitude  of  that  country 
by  many  a  toilsome,   many    a  stormy 

dav« 

The  items  were  then  moved  and  agreed 
to  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Titrney  inquired  whether,  upon  the 
whole  estimates,  there  was  an  exceiMinig 
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abote/or  a  dimioation  imder^  those  of  last 
year  ? 

Mr.  Croker  replied^  that  on  the  Extra* 
ordinary  Estimates  there  was  a  diminution 
of  nearly  lOOflOOl,  as  compared  with  the 
last  year.  In  the  whole,  there  was  a  re- 
daction of  nearljr  three  millions  in  conse- 
quence of  recent  events.  Under  the  head 
containing  all  the  establtshmentft  such  as 
the  Superannuation  and  Half-pay  Lists, 
tbei-e  was  necessarily  an  increase  off 
60,000/.'  The  head.  Army  Provisions, 
which  was  not  a  naval  service,  but  a  sum 
charged  for  the  conveyance  of  troops, 
there  was  an  augmentation  of  500,000/. 
and  the  charge  for  the  Transport  Service 
was  increased  700,000/. ;  but  both  these 
items  would  amount  to  nothing  in  future 
years,  excepting  the  next,  wnen  heavy 
expences  roust  be  incurred  for  bringing 
home  our  armies  from  various  situations. 

Mr.  Lockhart  inquired,  whether  it  was 
meant  to  make  an  addition  to  the  tickets  of 
out-pensioners  at*Greenwich  Hospital  ? 

Mr.  Crcker  assured  the  House,  that  the 
largest  possible  allowance  should  be  made; 
but  he  could  not  give  a  more  precise  an- 
swer. He  stated,  that  the  Widows'  Pen- 
sions, originally  established  by  queen 
Caroline,  would  be  augmented  in  conse- 
quence of  new  regulations. 

Report  on  the  Prince  Regent's  Message 
respecting  the  duke  op  wellington.] 
Mr.  Brogden  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  take  into  consideration  the  Prince 
Regent's  most  gracious  Message  of  Tuesday 
last,  relating  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  Resolutions  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  House;  and  the  same 
were  read,  as  follow  : 

<<  1.  That  the  annual  sum  of  13,000/^  net, 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  of  Great  Britain,  to  enable 
his  Majesty  to  grunt  the  said  annuity  to 
Field  Marshal  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, and  the  heirs  male  of  bis  body 
respectively  who  may  succeed  to  the  title 
of  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  order  to  sup- 
port the  dignity  of  the  dukedom  of  Wel- 
lington. 2.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Lord  Hiffh  Treasurer,  or  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  in  Great  Britain 
for  the  time  being,  upon  application  of  the 
said  duke,  or  any  of  his  successors,  to  ad* 
vance  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
Great  Britain,  in  lieu  of  the  said  annuity, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
In  the  whole  the  sum  of  400^000r.  for  the 
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purpose  of  enabling  the  said  duke,  or  his 
successors  ddkes  of  Wellington,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  said  Lords  Commis- 
sioners, to  purchase  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  to  be  settled  to  the  use  of 
the  said  duke  and  his  successors,  and  to 
support  the  dignity  of  the  dukedom' of 
Wellington;  and^  from  the  time  when 
such  sum  of  400,000^.  or  any  portion 
thereof,  may  be  issued,  the  whole  of  the 
said  annuity,  or  part  proportionate  to  the 
principal  sum  so  issued,  shall  cease  and 
determine." 

Mr.  Ward,  expressing  his  concurrence 
in  this  grant,  was  anxious  that  it  should  be 
laid  out  in  landed  property,  as  the  roost 
suitable  to  the  exalted  rank  of  the  illus* 
trious  officer  who  was  the  object  of  the 
public  gratitude.  He  hoped,  that  no  part 
of  the  sum  would  be  laid  out  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building;  but  that  some  domain 
might  be  found  already  fit  for  the  purpose. 
He  inquired  what  steps  had  been  taken  to 
expend  the  90,000^.  voted  for  the  family 
of  lord  Nelson  on  landed  property  ?  As  to 
the  present  question,  he  feared  that  if  the 
estate  to  be  purchased  was  not  already 
provided  with  a  mansion  fit  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  more  than 
the  sum  now  voted,  400,000/L  would  be 
necessary  for  the  erection  of  an  edifice 
suited  to  such  a  purpose.  If  he  were  not 
mistaken,  even  in  the  time  of  queen  Anne, 
Blenheim  had  cost  nearly  300,000/. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ike  Exchequer  agreed 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  most 
desirable  mode  certainly  would  be  to  have 
the  grant  laid  out  in  landed   property. 
With  respect  to  the  last  grant,  no  pains 
had  been  spared  by  the  commissioners  to 
find  a  suitable  estate;  but  such  were  the 
difficulties  they  had  met  with,  that  it  had 
been  thought  the  family  themsehree  had 
better  be  employed  as  the  agents  to  find 
some  proper  place  to  be  disposed  of.     He 
thought  it  probable,  that  a  mansion  might 
be  got  without  the  expence  of  building. 
It  seemed  to  be  the  wish,  that  the  present 
grant  should  be  final ;  and  therefore  there 
would  be  an  inconvenience  in  any  subse- 
quent arrangement.    The  hon.  gentleman, 
however,  was  wrong  in  the  amount  of  the 
expence  of  Blenheim  House.     He  had  al- 
ways understood  it  cost  only  200,000/. 

Mr.  Ward  observed,  that,  according  to 
his  recollection,  the  precise  sum  which 
Sarah  duchess  of  Marlborough  stated  to 
have  been  expended  upon  Blenheiroj  was 
^lO.OOOL 
Mr.  jRofesaid,  it  appeared  from  the  me* 
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inoirs  of  the  duchess  of  Marlborough,  thai 
lOOfCXX)/.  of  the  grant  was  expended  upon 
it ;  and  the  family  themselfes  paid  the  re* 
mainder ;  making  altogether,  he  belie ved^ 
200.000/. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
Bill  ordered  accordingly. 

Corn  Laws.]  The  House,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
resumed  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  respecting  the  Corn  Laws. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequtr  was  of 
opinion,  thatsome  of  the  Resolutions  would 
require  further  deliberation  ;  and  he 
should  wish  the  subject,  so  far  as  related 
to  them,  postponed  ;  but  so  convinced  was 
he  of  the  propriety  of  the  first  Resolution, 
for  allowing  unrestrained  export,  that  he 
should  be  unwilline  to  postpone  it  for  a 
single  day.  He  did  not  believe  there 
ever  was  a  country  in  which  agriculture 
flourished  without  export.  It  was  not  pro- 
bable, that  any  inconvenience  could  be 
ever  incurred  from  allowing  a  free  export ; 
as  the  great  probability  was,  that  the  seller 
would  find  a  higher  price  in  this  country 
than  in  any  other.  Other  countries  dif- 
fered very  materially  from  this  with  re- 
spect to  the  consumption  of  corn.  In 
other  countries,  when  corn  was  high, 
there  was  a  much  less  consumption;  but 
liere  the  price  of  labour  rose  generally  in 
proportion  to  the  price  of  bread  ;  and  the 
poor  laws  also  enabled  the  poor  to  con- 
sume the  same  quantity,  whatever  the 
price  was ;  as,  if  they  were  unable  to  pur- 
chase, the  pariah  was  obliged  to  provide 
for  them.  Agriculture,  he  contended, 
ought  to  be  encouraged ;  and  the  unre- 
strained privilege  of  export  was  one  of  the 
must  likely  means  for  this  purpose.  The 
other  Resolutions,  which  were  more  doubt- 
ful, and  required  more  mature  considera- 
tion, he  would  defer  till  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Foster  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  approbation  of 
the  first  part  of  the  measure.  To  the 
second  Resolution  he  would  himself  object, 
as  not  being  sufficiently  simple.  The 
Irish  he  considered  as  superior  to  the 
English  system ;  and  therefore  Ireland  had 
become  a  corn  country,  and  was  an  ex- 
porting, when  England  was  an  importing 
country. 

Sir  H.  Parnell  was  also  glad  of  the  sup- 
port of  the  right  hon.  gentleman;  and 
hoped  that  another  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose)  would  now  see  that  the  mea- 
•ore  was  neither  rash  nor  unfounded.   The 
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export  was  certainly  the  more  important 
branch  of  the  measure^  as  we  night  by 
that,  instead  of  an  importing,  become  an 
exporting  country.  He  had  no  objection 
to  postpone  the  other  Resolutions,  provided 
the  first  was  adopted.  Sir  Henry  thanked 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £>• 
chequer,  for  corroborating  the  measure  by 
his  authority.  He  hoped  it  would  be  al- 
j  lowed,  that  the  Resolution  had  not  been 
proposed  on  his  (sir  H.  Pamell's)  iole  an- 
thority.  If  the  time  was  proper,  bo  be- 
lieved that  he  had  very  lately  learned  simie 
new  facts,  which  would  enable  him  to 
maintain  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  last 
year,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Houses 

Mr.  Hoac  was  perfectly  prepared  to  meet 
the  hon.  baronet  on  toe  subject  of  the 
lieport.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  object 
to  the  Resolution;  but  he  would  atate, 
that  his  opinion  was  unchanged  as  to  the 
mischief  to  which  it  would  lead,  if  passed 
into  a  law.  He  would  not  press  his  indi* 
vidua!  opinion  against  th^  opinion  of  the 
House ;  but  when  the  Bill  was  brought  in, 
he  should  have  an  opportunity,  on  the 
second  reading  of  it,  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  measure. 

Sir  John  Newport  supported  the  mea* 
sure.  It  was  foretold  in  1806|  when  the 
door  was  thrown  open  for  export  in  Ire« 
land,  that  it  would  be  against  that  coun- 
try. On  the  contrary,  however,  the 
agriculture  of  Ireland  had  increased  every. 
day  since ;  and  what  had  been  found  be- 
neficial in  one  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom could  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Western  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
country  should  adhere  to  that  system 
which  had  been  so  long  followed  with  ad- 
vantage. It  was  a  question  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  required  the  roaturest  de- 
liberation* 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  agreed  to  the  Resolu- 
tion, as  far  as  it  went ;  but  thought  it  did 
not  go  far  enough.  His  opinion  went  the 
length  of  establishing  that  system  whicb, 
by  the  experience  of  two  half  centuries, 
had  made  the  country  an  exporting  one  ; 
and  the  benefits  of  which  were  opposed 
to  the  experience  of  the  last  half  century  ; 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  contrary 
system  had  made  this  country  an  import- 
ing one  in  the  corn  trade.  He  would  not 
now  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  measure,  but 
he  implored  the  House  to  turn  its  atten- 
tion to  the  principle  of  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Murryatt  was  in  favour  of  allowing  . 
the  exportation  of  corn. 
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Mr.  Homer  thoogbt>  that  when  the 
House  came  to  consider  the  other  Resolu- 
tions, it  would  see  the  propriety  of  pant- 
ing, at  least  for  some  time,  before  it  went 
to  a  decision  on  so  very  important  a  mea- 
sure. He  wished  that,  once  for  all^  the 
House  would  now  decide  on  the  interest 
by  which  those  were  actuated  who  op- 
posed the  Resolutions.  The  real  interests 
of  the  consumer  and  of  the  landlord  were 
one  and  the  same.  But  what  did  the 
committee  profess  to  do  ?  Why,  to  raise 
the  price  to  the  consumer.— (A  Member 
called  out  No !  no !) — He  would  ask,  whe- 
ther the  hon.  member  for  the  Queen's 
county  (sir  H.  Pamell)  had  not  acknow- 
ledged this  on  a  former  occasion;  and 
if  the  hon.  member  who  faToured  him 
with  the  interruption  took  pains  to  en- 
quire, he  would  find  it  was  so.  The  ne- 
cessary effect  of  the  measure  was,  perma- 
nently to  increase  the  price  of  corn.  He 
approved  of  tome  parU  of  the  view  which 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  taken  of  the  question. 

Mr.  W»  Smiih  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Horner),  that  the  interests  of 
the  landlord  and  consumer  were  the  same; 
and  be  hoped  that  no  imputations  of  in- 
terested views  would  be  cast  on  any 
members,  as  many  ill-disposed  persons 
without  doors  were  inclined  to  be  suffi- 
ciently liberal  in  such  calumnies.  There 
was  a  paper  which  had  been  circulated  at 
Norwich,  containing  a  most  violent  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  which  had  been  agreed 
on  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords 
by  earl  Grey,  and  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  member  for  Newcastle.  The 
Petition  characterized  the  Report  of  the 
committee  as  a  proposition  which  had  for 
itK  object  the  raising  the  import  price  of 
corn,  and  compromising  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country  for  the  temporary 
interests  of  the  landlords ;  and  as  ''  an 
unhallowed  attempt  to  bring  ruin  and  de- 
vastation on  the  country,  to  annihilate  the 
manufactures,  and  force  our  artnians  to 
emigrate  to  countries  where  the  means  of 
subsistence  were  more  easily  obtained." 
From  this  paf»er,  which  would  be  circu* 
lated  throughout  the  country,  the  House 
would  see  the  necessity  of  attaining  from 
all  inflammatory  language.  The  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  should  be  post- 
poned, be  thought,  to  a  time  when  the 
politics  of  the  country,  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, were  more  settled,  especially  until 
the  time  when  the  gold  circulation  was 
restored. 
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Mr.  EUittm  said,  that«  though  tb« 
House  ought  never  to  encourage  such 
sentiments  as  those  contained  in  the  peii* 
tion  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Norwich,  yet,  when  their  constituents 
called  upon  tliem  to  present  petitions,  it 
was  their  duty  to  do  so.    But,  while  they 

Save  those  petitions  full  weight  and  consi« 
eration,  they  ought  not  to  permit  them 
to  bias  their  independent  judgments.  If 
once  they  allowed  them  to  have  such  an 
effect,  there  was  an  end  to  calm  and  de- 
liberate investigation. 

Mr.  Haroey  observed,  that  be  perfectly 
agreed  in  every  syllable  that  bad  fallen 
from  his  hon.  colleague  (Mr.  W.  Smith)* 
with  respect  to  the  tendency  of  the  paper 
which  he  had  read  ;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  exculpate  the  respectable  inbabitaatt 
of  Norwich  from  participatiiiff  in  the  aen- 
timents  expreased  in  that  production. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih,  in  explanation,  said,  ha 
was  far  from  meaning  to  insinuate,  thai 
the  paper  in  question  was  approved  of  by 
the  people  of  Norwich;  he  was  well  ao» 
quaintea  with  their  feelings,  and  he  knew 
tney  were  opposed  to  such  illiberal  senti« 
ments.  That  paper  he  considered  as  the 
production  of  some  malignant  spirits,  who 
wished  to  raise  a  clamour  against  the  pro* 
posed  measure. 

Mr.  LatceUti  recommended  the  greatest 
caution  and  deliberation  in  legislating 
upon  this  important  subject.  It  was  but 
last  year  that  it  wu  asked,  could  any  per- 
son expect  to  live  to  see  corn  so  low  as 
lOf.  6a,  a  bushel.  Gentlemen  had  only 
to  look  to  the  present  price,  and  the 
change  that  took  place  would  sufficiently 
prove  tlie  necessity  of  proceeding  wiUi 
all  possible  care.  There  was  one  error 
in  respect  to  the  fluctuation  of  pricop 
which  he  was  desirous  of  removing.  Sup- 
posing com  to  sell  at  twelve  shillings  at 
one  time,  and  at  eight  shillings  aobse- 
quentlyj  the  di^rence  of  price  in  that 
case  was  supposed  to  be  the  di6fereDce  be- 
tween eight  and  twelve.  But  this  was 
not  correct,  because  the  excess  in  point  of 
quantity  sold  at  the  lower  price  was  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  subtracted 
from  the  excess  of  the  one  price  above 
the  other.  He  was  hostile  to  the  princi- 
ple of  legislating  on  prices,  and  wished 
them  to  be  lefl  to  rise  or  fall  by  their  own 
operation. 

The  ChamxUor  qf  ike  ExdUqwr  obserr* 
ed,  that  when  reference  was  made  to  for- 
mer times,  it  was  to  times  when  the  popii- 
Ution  wu  not  half  what  it  now  is.    Now* 
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the  question  was  inyoWed  in  the  compli- 
cation of  our  intercoofge  and  interests  with 
mil  the  world.  The  first  Resolution  was 
distinctly  by  itself:  the  others  would  re- 
quire much  consideration;  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  them  should  be  made  knowti 
throughout  the  country,  and  examined 
well,  before  they  came  to  legislation. 

The  first  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in.  The  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  Report  was  post- 
poned till  Monday  next. 

Apprentice  Laws.]  Mr.  Serjeant  On- 
slow moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill ;  which  was  warmly  opposed  by 

Sir  Fred.  Flood,  who,  though  a  friend 
to  liberty,  disliked  licentiousness.  The 
Bill  went  to  abrogate  that  most  salutary 
law  of  the  5th  Elizabeth,  and  to  revive 
the  practice  which  had  previously  existed 
from  Edward  the  third's  time.  It  would 
be  destructive  of  the  interests  of  persons 
who  served  their  apprenticeships,  and 
paid  for  education  im  their  respective 
trades,  and  ruinous  to  the  morals  of  youth. 
It  would  be  hurtful  to  commerce,  to  me- 
chanics, to  manufactures,  and  to  the  Stamp 
Act.  The  present  law  had  lasted  220  years. 
He  proposed  to  postpone  the  second  read- 
ing to  that  day  six  months^ 

Mr.  Frothcroe  seconded  the  motion,  as 
the  Bill  proceeded  on  no  general  compre- 
hensive system;  but  simply  on  a  repeal, 
without  any  efficient  substitute  for  what 
was  to  be  repealed.  He  objected  to  the 
measure  in  a  moral  point  of  view ;  in 
which  respect  he  was  opbeld  by  the  opi- 
nions of  lord  Coke  and  sir  Wm.  Black- 
stone.  He  had  heard  much  of  vexatious 
prosecutions  under  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  ; 
but,  on  enquiry,  he  found  that,  at  Bristol, 
for  the  last  20  years,  there  had  not  been 
one  such  prosecution.  If  apprenticeships 
were  more  encouraged,  he  was  satisfied  that 
combinations  among  journeymen  would 
almost  entirely  be  put  an  end  to.  If  the 
House  were  to  lower  its  attention  down  to 
the  humble  cottage^  they  would  there  see 
the  advantages  of  thin  system,  in  bebold- 
ingcareful  masters  provided  for  the  youths, 
who.  in  addition,  were  provided  with  food 
and  criothing,  while  their  morals  were  pro- 
tected. He  should  be  happy  that  the 
present  Bill  were  withdrawn,  and  some 
measure  unaccompanied  by  its  disadvan- 
tages were  introduced. 

Mr*  Hart  Daois  could  not  diaguiie  from 
himself  that  the  present  measure  was  at- 
tended with  many  difficultiei.    it  would 
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undoubtedly  be  of  great  advantage  to  onr 
manufacturers  that  the  present  law  ahooU 
be  repealed,  and  that  every  reatraiot 
should  be  removed  from  the  riaing  gene- 
ration. Supposing  a  person  to  be  brooght 
up.  to  a  trade  for  which  from  his  coDatita* 
tion  he  was  not  fit,  was  he  to  be  excluded 
from  pursuing  any  other  pursuit,  or  occo- 
pation  whatever  ?  Suppose  the  trade  of 
button-makers,  whiih  was  a  trade  that 
speedily  passed  away;  or  of  guntmaken^ 
of  whom  probably  'K),000  might  in  a  few 
months  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  wae 
it  to  be  held  that  they  could  follow  no 
other  occupation,  but  must  remain  a  bar* 
den  upon  the  community  ?  The  more  he 
considered  the  present  measure,  the  more 
he  was  satisfied  of  its  utility. 

Mr.  Proiheroe  explained,  that  be  oouM 
wish  a  general  review  of  the  whole  aya- 
iem. 

Mr.  Giddtf  thought,  if  any  one  meamre 
more  than  another  could  be  aaid  to  in- 
volve the  general  rights  of  mankind,  the 
present  was  that  measure.  What  waa  this 
but  the  general  right  of  the  inhabitanta  of 
this  country,  to  employ  the  energiea  of 
their  mind  and  body  m  the  way  they 
themselves  pleased  ?  And  if  a  system  were 
to  be  continued  bj  which  men  were  de- 
prived of  this  general  and  undoubted 
right,  it  seemed  to  be  incumbent  on  thoie 
who  contended  for  the  continuance  of  aoch 
a  restriction  to  shew  on  what  principle  it 
was  founded.  If  gentlemen  attended  to 
the  time  in  which  the  law  in  question  was 
passed,  they  would  find  that  it  waa  a  pe« 
riod  in  which  many  ill-advised  monopo- 
lies had  been  granted,  and  one  in  whwh 
remonstrances  en  that  subject  had  been 
made  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
impolicy  of  auch  a  system,  which  had  not 
been  much  attended  to.  Nothing,  he  was 
convinced,  had  contributed  so  ranch  as 
the  law  in  question  to  check  the  progreu 
in  our  arts  and  manufactures. 

Sir  C.  Mordawu,  on  the  part  of  hi*  con- 
stituents, the  manufacturers  of  Birming- 
ham, was  strongly  in  fiivour  of  the  pre- 
sent repeal.  If  the  law,  as  it  now  stood, 
were  put  in  force,  it  would  have  the  eflfect 
of  imposing  the  stroneest  poaaible  fetters 
upon  ingenuity  and  industry, 

Mr.  Thompson  liked  liberty  ;  and  doing 
so,  he  wished  to  see  every  man  have  the 
liberty  of  employing  his  hands  and  his 
genius  in  the  best  way  be  coald  for  hia 
own  advantage,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  This  no  man  was  at  liberty  lo 
dO|  so  long  as  the  present  law  Mnained 
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in  force.     He  wished  the*  law  totally  re- 
pealed, though  t'h^  Bill  did  not  go  so  far. 
The  present  law  was  necessarily  broken 
every  day.     It  was  clear,  that  the  judges 
always    wished   to  evade  it,  when  they 
could  do  so.     He  knew  a  case  of  two  men, 
who  were  prosecuted  under  the  Act  for 
sawing  a  piece  of  wood ;    another,  of  a 
good  and  a  bad  baker  in  the  same  town  ; 
where  the  bad  one,  finding  that  the  good 
one  had  not  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship', had  him  turned  out,  and  got  liberty 
to  poison  all  his  neighbours  with  his  bad 
bread.      Some    years    ago    the    printers 
struck,    and    there    was  a  difficulty    in 
getting  evep    the    parliamentary  papers 
printed.     Let  those,  who  chose  it,  bind 
their  children  as  apprentices  ;  but  let  not 
others  be  compelled  to  do  the  same.     In- 
stances of  the  absurdity  of  the  law  would 
be  innumerable.     It  was  none  the  better 
for  the  age  of  it,  which  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet had  stated.     It  was,  in  fact,  super- 
annuated ;  and  it  was  much  the  kindest 
way  to  let  it  die  quietly,  and  so  confer  an 
advantage  both  on  this  country  and  Ire- 
land.     Lord  Ellenboroogh  once  gut  the 
coach-makers  out  of  a  scrape  ingeniously 
enough.    They  were  attacked  as  wheel- 
makers;     but     his    lordship    said,    that 
coaches  could  not  have  been  known  in 
Elizabeth's  days,  as  that  queen  went  to 
parliament  on  horseback.     He  perfectly 
agreed  in  the  opini<m  which  lord  Mans- 
field had  given,  in  speaking  of  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth,  that  "  it  was  against  the  natural 
rights  of  man,  and  contrary  to  the  com- 
mon law  rights  of  the  land." 

Mr.  Rose  considered  this  a^  a  subject  of 
extraordinary  ditliculty.  After  all  that 
had  been  said,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  if  the  Bill  were  passed  into  a  law,  it 
would  put  an  end  to  apprenticeships  alto- 
gether; for  no  person  would  subject  him- 
self to  a  seven  years'  servitude,  when  he 
knew,  that  having  fulfilled  his  indenture, 
he  would  onlv  be  on  a  level  with  a  man 
who  perhaps  had  not  been  one  year  at  the 
business.  He  was  willing  to  examine 
and  improve  the  3th  of  Elizabeth,  but 
would  not  agree  to  this  unqualified  repeal. 
Sir  J  Newport  was  surprised  that  the 
hon.  baronet  (sir  F.  Flood)  should  be  so 
anxious  to  perpetuate  a  statute  which 
never  was  law  in  Ireland  ;  and  yet,  in  that 
country,  where  no  such  penalties  as  those 
inflicted  by  the  5th  of  Elizabeth  existed, 
the  system  of  apprenticeships  was  freely 
mnd  voluntarily  adopted.  He  thought, 
on  every  principle  of  justice^  that  the  sub- 
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ject  was  entitled  to  make  use  of  his  abi- 
lities and  industry  in  those  pursuits  most 
beneficial  to  his  interests. 

Sir  5.  Ramify  had  been  applied  to  oa 
the  subject  of  the  present  BUI,  by  the  con* 
stituents  of  two  hon.  gentlemen  who  had 
already  delivered  their  sentiments  on  the 
measure  this  night  (Messrs.  Protheroe  and 
Davis).  He  felt  the  highest  respect  for 
the  gentlemen  who  had  so  applied  to  him, 
on  the  subject  of  the  present  Bill ;  but  hia 
opinion  of  the  measure  being  decidedly 
opposite  to  theirs,  he  thought  he  should 
not  be  acting  a  manly  part  were  he  either  . 
to  abstain  from  voting  on  this  Bill,  or  were 
he  to  content  himself  with  a  silent  vote  on 
this  occasion.  He  was  satisfied  that  there 
were  reasons  sufficiently  strong  to  support 
the  system  of  apprenticeship  in  those' 
trades  in  which  a  number  of  years  were, 
requisite  to  the  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
them,  without  the  assistance  of  the  law  as' 
it  now  stood.  This  law,  which  went  to, 
prohibit  a  man  from  the  exercise  of  that 
trade  for  which  he  was  fit,  he  therefore 
thought  ought  to  be  repealed.  For  what 
was  it  but  to  take  from  a  poor  man  the 
only  property  he  possessed—his  geniuft 
and  industry-*and  to  drive  him  into  a 
workhouse;  or  to  force  him  to  abandon 
his  country,  and  to  forsake  his  wife  and  fa-^ 
mily.  These  were  the  moral  consequencea' 
which  the  House  was  to  look  for  from  a 
perseverance  in  the  law  as  it  now  stood. 

Alderman  Atkins  hoped  that  some  clause . 
might  be  introduced  into  the  Bill,  when  it 
was  in  the  committee,  that  would  give 
sufficient  encouragement  to  the  a,'>prentice 
system;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
abuses  of  it  might  be  remedied. 

Sir  F,  Flood,  seeing  the  sense  of  the 
House  against  him,  withdrew  bis  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Canning  wished  the  Bill  to  go  into 
the  committee,  lie  was  aware  that  the 
subject  was  attended  uiih  con-iiderable 
dinicui'Jes.  The  difiiciihv  would  be  tofind 
the  means  of  doing  aw.iy  the  abuses. com- 
plained of,  without  doing  away  the  systen^ 
altogether,  which  he  was  convinced  was 
useful  to  the  perfection  of  our  manufac- 
turers,  and  still  more  useful  as  afFecting 
the  morality  of  ihe  lower  orders. 

Mr.'  ISerjeant  Best  said^  that  if  no  ojther 
member  introduced  a  clause  to  that  eOect, 
he  himself  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  pro- 
pose one.  He  thought  the  penal  clauses 
of  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  should  certainly  be 
repealed ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time*  it 
was  much  better  that  young  people  should 
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BOt  be  left  without  some  controul.  He 
thoDsbt  that  at  present  the  masters  bad 
much  more  advantages  from  the  services 
of  the  apprentice,  than  the  apprentice  had 
from  the  instructions  of  the  master;  as 
tnoit  of  those  trades  might  be  learned  in  a 
Tery  short  time.  He  therefore  wished  that 
part  of  the  earnings  might  go  to  the  parents, 
as  an  encouragement  to  the  system. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  opposed  the  Bill,  because 
he  thought  that  its  enactment  would  ope- 
rate seriously  to  the  prejudice  of  our  ma- 
nufactures both  in  skill  and  reputation. 
Indeed,  such  had  been  found  the  effect  of 
the  partial  repeal  of  the  statute  of  Eliza- 
beth with  respect  to  the  woollen -manufac- 
ture. For  although  the  Yorkshire  tag  had 
formerly  been  a  sufficient  recommenda- 
tion upon  the  continent;  yet  since  the 
repeal  alluded  to,  our  pieces  of  woollen- 
manufactures  were  examined  yard  by  yard 
before  they  were  purchased. 

Mr.  Lockhart  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
this  Bill,  if  enacted,  should  only  operate 
prospectively  ;  that  is,  that  it  should  not 
become  efTective  until  a  certain  period; 
80  that  those  mechanics  who  had  served 
apprenticeships  upon  the  faith  of  the 
existing  laWi  should  not  be  injureil  by  its 
operation,  by  being  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment at  a  period  of  life  when  they 
could  not  devote  themselves  to  any  other 
profession  than  that  to  which  they  had 
been  reared. 

Mr.  B,  Shaw  deprecated  the  idea  that 
morality  was  likely  to  be  endangered,  or 
our  manufactures  injured,  by  the  enact- 
ment of  the  Bill  under  consideration;  for 
Scotland,  to  which  the  Act  of  Elizabeth 
never  extended,  was  never  found  in  any 
degree  inferior  in  morality,  or  skill  in  ma- 
nofacture. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  he  never 
heard  of  any  proposition  of  reform  which 
was  not  likely  to  be  inconvenient  to  some 
persons;  and  therefore  he  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  assertion,  that  the  adoption 
of  the  Bill  before  the  House  would  ope- 
rate to  injure  the  interests  of  particular 
persons.  The  apprehension  of  such  injury 
was,  however,  in  his  judgment,  unfounded. 
But  still,  those  who  expressed  the  appre- 
hension were  entitled  to  attention  ;  and  the 
objections  which  certain  petitioners  urged 
against  this  Bill,  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
meet  all  due  consideration  in  the  com- 
n)ittee.  The  fact  was,  as  to  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth,  that  its  existence  served  to 
create  certain  monopolies ;  and  the  eflTect 
of  those  monopolies  was,  that  when  the 


demand  for  an  aiticle  was  large,  the  price 
was  enhanced  to  the  public ;  while,  when 
the  demand  became  small,  many  work- 
men were  thrown  out  of  employment. 
Therefore,  the  repeal  of  that  atataie  woald 
tend  to  serve  both  the  public  and  the 
workmen.  As  to  the  argument  advanced 
in  support  of  the  statute  of  Elizabeth, 
merely  in  consequence  of  its  antiqaity,  he 
could  not  admit  that  it  had  any  force.  He 
declared  that  his  ears  were  quite  tired  of 
the  phrase  "  the  wisdom  of  our  ancettors/' 
which  phrase  was,  in  fact,  calculated  only 
to  impose  upon  tue  superficial.  For,  afker 
all,  what  did  this  phrase  mean  ?  The 
world  was  younger  in  the  time  of  our  an- 
cestors, although  they  were  older  than  tii. 
Time,  lord  Bacon  said,  was  the  greatest  in- 
novator ;  and  if,  at  this  advanced  time  of  the 
world,  afler  all  our  experience,  we  could 
not  improve  upon  the  system  of  our  an« 
cestors,  our  intellects  roust  be  what  would 
hardly  be  asserted,  not  only  quite  unequal 
to  theirs,  but  infinitely  inferior,  now 
then  could  it  be  pretended,  that  the  same 
legislative  arrangement  applied  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeih,  when  the  trade  of  the 
whole  British  empire  was  not  equal  to  that 
of  the  port  of  Londun  at  this  day,  was 
strictly  applicable  at  present,  and  suited 
to  our  improved  situation  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  O/ulow  replied,  and,  ob- 
serving upon  the  petitions  on  the  table 
against  the  Bill,  expressed  his  conviction 
that  they  were  not  the  unsolicited  acts  of 
the  petitioners ;  as  indeed  appeared  from 
several  placards  about  town,  inviting  sig- 
natures to  such  petitions  ;  and  those  peti- 
tioners, he  meant  especially  the  journey- 
men mechanics,  would  find  the  repeal  of 
the  Act  of  Elizabeth  rather  materially  ser- 
viceable, than  in  any  degree  injurioua  to 
their  interests. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Toesday. 
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Mondiiy,  May  16. 

Petition  respecting  the  Office  of 
Gauger  in  the  Port  of  Londoi^]  A 
Petition  of  several  directors  of  the  West 
India  Dock  Company  was  presented  and 
read  ;  taking  notice  of  the  Petition  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to 
grant  to  the  mayor,  commonalty,  and 
citizens  of  Lontlon  the  otiice  of  gauger  at 
the  West    India  docksj  and  at  all  legal 
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qaays  and  sufTiTance  wharfs  whereon 
gaugeable  commodities  might  then  or 
thereafter  be  lawfully  landed,  within  the 
port  of  London ;  and  netting  forth,  that 
upon  the  opening  of  the  W«st  India 
docks,  the  corporation  of  London  claimed 
a  right  to  exercise  the  office  of  ganger  in 
respect  to  all  gaugeahle  commodities 
landed  at  the  said  dock^;  and  the  peti- 
tioners, finding  by  experience  that  great 
delay  and  inconvenience  to  public  business 
arose  from  the  interference  of  the  officer 
appointed  by  the  corporation  to  execute 
the  said  office,  and  that  the  right  thereto 
could  not  be  supported  under  the  charter 
bv  virtue  of  which  it  was  claimed,  re- 
fused  to  adroit  the  said  right  claimed  by 
the  corporation ;  in  consequence  whereof 
an  action  was,  in  Trinity  Term  1806, 
brought  by  the  corporation  against  the 
West  India  Dock  Company,  but  which 
action  has  since  been  abandoned;  and 
that  the  petitioners  submit  to  the  House, 
that  the  grant  of  the  office  of  ganger  to 
the  corporation  of  London  is  not  only 
wholly  unnecessary  at  the  West  India 
Docks,  but  would  be  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  and  interruption  in  the  dis- 
patch of  business;  and  that,  so  far  from 
the  said  office  being  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic, as  alleged  in  the  Petition  of  the  corpo* 
ration,  the  West  India  planters  and  mer- 
chants, who  import  the  gaugeable  com- 
modities at  the  said  docks,  have  called 
upon  the  petitioners  to  oppose  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  an  officer;  and  that 
the  corporation  of  London  admit  by  their 
Petition  that  the  West  India  Docks  are 
not  within  the  limits  of  their  ancient 
charter,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  claim  the 
exercise  of  the  said  office  of  gauger  there ; 
and  praying,  that  the  House  will  not  com- 
ply with  the  said  Petition,  and  that,  if  the 
corporation  have  (as  they  alledge)  sus- 
tained any  loss  by  the  formation  either,  of 
the  West  India  Docks  or  of  the  London 
Docks,  the  petitioners  submit  that  it  is  a 
case  of  compensation  provided  for  by  par- 
liament, and  that  the  corporation  ought  to 
pursue  the  course  and  remedy  pointed  out 
by  the  legislature  to  recover  what  (if  any 
thing)  they  may  in  that  respect  be  en- 
titled to,  instead  of  applying  to  parliament 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  create  an  office 
that  would  be  injurious  to  the^  public, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  producing  emo- 
lument to  the  corporation ;  and  praying 
that  the  Petition  of  the  aaid  mayor  and 
commonalty  may  be  rejected;  and  that 
the  petitioners  may  be  heeid,  by  Ihem- 
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selves  their  counsel  or  agents,  against  the 
same. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  tb« 
operation  and  effect  of  the  several  Acts 
for  erecting  docks  and  otherwise  improv- 
ing the  port  of  London,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  gauffing  of  wine  and  other  gaugeable 
commodities  imported  into  the  said  port; 
and  that  the  petitioners  be  heard,  by  them* 
selves  their  counsel  or  agents,  upon  their 
Petition,  if  they  think  fit. 

Erith  Canal  Bill.]  The  order  of  the 
day  was  moved  for  the  second  reading  of 
thii  Bill. 

Mr.  R.  Word  opposed  the  Bill;  not 
considering  the  project  as  likely  to  produce 
the  advantages  that  its  friends  held  out* 

Mr.  Moore  conceived  the  measure  to  be 
of  so  great  importance  that,  if  practicable, 
the  government  ought  to  take  it  wbollv 
into  its  own  hands.  He  wished  the  Bill, 
at  any  rate,  to  go  into  the  committee,  that 
they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  looking 
into  the  merits  and  practicability  of  the 
measure. 

Sir  Jotepk  Yorke,  in  answer  to  an  obser- 
vation that  this  canal  was  approred  of  by 
the  Admiralty,  said,  that  the  approbation 
consisted  merely  in  this,  that  they  would 
pay  toll  on  their  vessels  going  through  the 
canal,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ships 
would  do.  The  reach,  ^%hich  it  was  pro- 
posed to  cut  off*,  was  extremely  bad.  In 
a  paper  which  had  been  circulated,  it  was 
said  that  200,000/.  were  subscribed  to  this 
undertaking ;  but  on  enquiry  at  the  Bill- 
office,  he  found  that  the  subscriptions  only 
amounted  to  10,000/.  In  this  case,  the 
work  could  not  go  on. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  a  number  of  beneficial 
effects  were  held  out  as  likely  to  result 
from  this  undertaking.  It  had  been  said, 
that  400,000/.  would  be  laid  out  on  labour; 
and  this  would  be  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence  at  a  time  when  so  many  disbanded 
soldiers  would  be  unemployed.  But  the 
whole  expence  was  held  out  to  subscribers 
as  only  510,000/.  in  all.— How  then  could 
400,000/.  be  laid  out  in  labour  alone? 
But  he  apprehended  that  the  making  the 
canal  would  be  attended  with  considerable 
danger  to  the  river  navigation ;  fur  it  was 
likely  to  lower  the  depth  of  water  in  the , 
river.  It  was  impossible  to  dispense  alto* 
gether  with  the  river  navigation ;  for,  in 
frost,  the  canal  would  not  be  navigable, 
and  in  that  case  the  supplies  of  this  great 
metropolis  might    be  endangered.     He 
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should  move,  by  way  of  amendment  thai 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Sir  John  Coxe  Hippesley  read  a  letter 
signed  "  Melfilie/'  and  dated  from  the 
Admiralty  in*  April  I8l'i.  The  letter 
bore,  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  were 
ftatisfied  that  the  canal  was  of  the  proper 
depth,  and  would  be  of  considerable  beneRc 
to  the  naval  service.  With  respect  to 
subscriptions,  he  had  to  state  that  '21-0,000/. 
were  already  subscribed.  He  was  nowise 
connected,  in  point  of  interest,  with  the 
canal ;  but  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
be  was  convinced  of  its  utility. 

Sir  Edward KnatchbuU  thought  the  panal, 
on  the  present  plan,  ought  no(  to  be  pro- 
ceeded in.  He  asserted,  that  10,000/. 
subscriptions  only  appeared  in  the  Bill- 
ofjice. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  $2i\6»  some  gentlemen  in- 
formed him,  that  if  the  '20  present  sub- 
scritjers  withdrew,  there  were  six  persons 
who  would  advance  50,000/.  each  for  this 
canal. 

Mr.  Croker  was  against  the  Bill.  He 
saw  no  (idt-quate  advantage  that  could  arise 
from  it.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  injury  to  the  river  Thames.  It 
would  not  benefit  any  part  of  the  public 
service.  It  was  an  unfair  attempt  to  in- 
duce subscribers  to  si^n  their  names,  by 
stating  that  this  measure  had  the  approba- 
tion of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. There  was  no  such  thing;  they, 
in  fact,  decided  no  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject;  if  it  were  complt^ted  in  such  a  way 
as  not  to  injure  the  river,  the  Brst  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  admitted  that  it  might  be 
of  some  advantage.  The  expence,  how- 
ever, would  be  Very  great,  and  the  advan- 
tage very  doubtful.  He  would  therefore 
oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  said,  there  were 
many  landholders  along  the  course  which 
the  canal  was  to  take  that  were  inimical 
to  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  it  could 
be  productive  of  any  advantage,  and  would 
therefore  oppose  iu 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  had  received  a  great 
deal  of  information  fiom  various  quarters 
on  the  subject  of  this  canal,  from  which 
he  w>i8  induced  to  beiii've  that  the  nH\iga- 
tion  of  the  river  Thames  would  lie  injured 
by  it  ;  he  therefore  was  in  favour  of  the 
amendment. 

The  House  then  divided — 

For  the  second  readin^^  SI 

For  the  amendment   56 

Majority  against  the  Bill   ',.•  25 
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Elections  Expence  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  report  on  the  Elections  Ex- 
pence  Bill, 

Mr.  Lockhart  argued  at  some  length 
against  the  report  being  received*  on  the 
ground  of  its  tending  to  unsettle  the  com- 
mon law.  Should  the  present  Bill  pass* 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  none  bat 
men  of  considerable  property  conld  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise.  The  Bill  was 
only  in  favour  of  candidates  of  a  p^rticnlar 
description,  who  stood  upon  the  sapport  of 
wealthy  individuals;  and  did  not  provide 
that  others  might  not  do  what  was  pro- 
hibited to  the  candidate.  If  passed  into  a 
law,  the  Bill  would  have  a  tendency  tp 
prevent  gentlemen  who  were  the  moat 
proper  to  represent  the  people  from  ob- 
taining seals  in  that  House:  he  also 
thought  the  present  time,  when  we  were 
about  to  obtain  a  restoration  of  the  blefs- 
ings  of  peace,  not  the  most  auspicious 
to  draw  the  sword  against  the  principle! 
of  the  constitution.  It  would  b^  better 
first  to  inquire  into  thestateof  the  borpugli9« 
before  adopting  such  a  measure  as  ttip 
present ;  many  of  which  that  were  for- 
merly open  had  now  become  close 
boroughs,  from  there  being  no  non-restdenf 
electors ;  and  many  others  would  pro- 
bably fall  into  the  same  state,  should  ib^ 
Bill  before  the  House  pass  into  a  law. 
Neither  would  the  Bill  prove  bene6cial  td 
the  candidate  himself;  as  he  would  una- 
voidably be  put  to  more  expence  by  doipg 
that  clandestinely,  which  was  now*doiM 
openly  and  without  disguise.  He  also 
i  wished  that  the  word  '  carriage'  should  b^ 
I  expunged  from  the  Bill.  Should  the  Bill 
be  extended  to  counties,  it  would  occasion 
the  elections  to  have  a  puritanical  air,  as 
the^,  hustings  would  be  deserted,  and  the 
whole  business  of  the  election  would  b^ 
carried  on  in  secret.  He  concluded  by. 
moving  as  an  amendment,  that  the  report 
be  taken  into  further  consideration  that 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  A  Merman  Smith  seconded  th^  mo- 
tion— He  never  thought  that  this  was  a  S^ 
measure  to  bring  btrfore  a  BrUi-sh  parlia- 
ment. He  hoped,  as  the  Bill  was  of  supb 
a  nature,  that  tho^e  who  had  been  alwaya 
loud  advocates  fur  the  people's  rightii 
would  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Daugloi  stated,  tha\t  the  present  l^iU^ 

differed  from  the  previous  re|julations*oii^ 

the  subject  of   elections.     It  bad    be.eji| 

,  urged  against  the  measure,  that  it  ^OMJd  b^ 

I  a^  great  wdi^ip  oa  ^'^  ejlectp;;^  iJL  bwjf^ 
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to  pay  his  own  expencet;  but  on  the 
oiher  hand,  the  hardship  wtf  equally  great 
on  the  side  of  the'  candidate,  if  forced  to 
pay  them.  The  Treating  Act  referred  to 
resident  voters,  and  the  present  measure 
embraced  the  case  of  non-resident  electors. 

Lord  MUton  said,  if  the  Bill  were  ex* 
tended  to  counties,  it  would  have  the  efiect 
of  disfranchising  nine-tentbs  of  the  elec- 
tors. How  was  it  possible  that  the  great 
bulk  of  the  electors  could  proceed  60  or  70 
miles  to  the  place  of  election,  and  be  ab- 
sent many  days  from  their  occupations  at 
a  nearly  ruinous  expence  of  labour  and 
time,  as  their  industry  was  almost  their 
only  property?  The  amendment  made, 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to 
couiitiffs,  might  have  been  done  slily,  to 
defeat  the  Bill  altogether;  but  should  the 
word  '  counties'  be  omitted,  he  did  not 
think  that  much  that  was  exceptionable 
would  remain.  If  an  elector  were  non- 
resident, it  must  be  because  he  thought  it 
more  for  his  interest  to  quit  than  to  remain 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity;  and  bis  ina- 
bility to  exercise  his  elective  franchise 
was  the  result  of  his  own  voluntary  act. 
But  the  case  was  difTercnt  aji  to  countiea,  u 
the  electors  were  necessarily  spread  all 
over  the  counties,  and  it  would  be  an  act 
of  injury  and  injustice  to  apply  to  them 
the  provbions  of  the  Bill.  If  he  were  in 
order,  he  should  move  that  the  word 
'  counties'  be  left  out* 

The  Speaker  informed  the  noble  lord, 
that  before  his  amendment  could  be  put, 
the  House  most  decide  upon  receiving  the 
report. 

Mr.  Lushingiim  said,  that  had  the  noble 
lord  been  in  the  House  when  he  proposed 
bis  amendment,  he  would  have  seen  that 
there  was  no  mteution  on  his  part  to  defeat 
the  object  of  the  Bill.  Id  proposing  an 
allo.war>ce  of  so  much  a  mile  to  voters*  he 
wished  to  prevent  many  voters  from  being 
disfranchised.  A  bill  bad  been  ftled  in  a 
^ourt  of  justice,  to  recoyer  money  that  had 
been  paid  by  a  candidate  fior  the  carriage 
of  yoters,  who  had  afterwards  voted  tor 
another  candidate;  and  the  money  had 
been  recovered.  This  showed,  that  the 
principle  on  whi^h  he  proceeded  was  re- 
cognised in  l^w.  Being  of  opinion  that 
the  subject  rec^ired  more  mature  conside- 
ration, h^  should  V.Ota  for.  the  amendment. 

l^r.  Qordtm  ihooght  that  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  introdMce  a  clause  into  the  Bill, 
by  vvhich electors  within  the  eoonty  might 
be  carried  free  of  ej^«n<;e  tp  the  place  of 
dMt^    ttB  WM  «fr4d  Iho  Biii  woold 


not  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  but  should 
vote  for  it  as  a  basis  for  future  plans  of 
reform. 

Mr,  Weitern  said,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment,  as  he  thought  the  subject  re* 
quired  further  consideration.  The  Bill 
went  to  re-enact  an  old  law,  as  the  statute 
of  Williapn  was  perfectly  clear. 

Mr.  Martian  thought  that  the  distinc- 
tion betwixt  inflemnity  and  bribery  had 
not  been  sufficiently  attended  to ;  and 
that  the  elective  franchise  was  virtually 
talcen  away,  when  the  elector  had  no 
means  of  exercising  it.    Should  the  BUI 

gass,  open  boroughs  would  become  close. 
le  characterised  the  measure  as  violent, 
outrageous,  and  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  C  iV.  Wt/im  remarked  on  the  cea* 
trariety  of  the  reasons  adduced  by  the  op« 
ponenu  of  the  Bill ;  soine  alledging  that 
it  was  aa  innovation,  and  therefore  to  be 
rejected  as  an  evil;  others,  that  it  wee 
merely  a  re-enactment  of  the  existing 
statute  of  king  William,  and  therefore  lo 
be  rejected  as  unnecesaary.  He  approved 
of  the  Bill  M  consonant  with  the  spirit 
which  pervaded  the  whole  of  the  constitu* 
tion  of  our  representation;  the  object  of 
which  was,  to  exclude  those  who,  from 
their  poverty,  were  open  to  temptation. 
For  what  reason  but  that  on  which  this 
Bill  was  founded,  were  those  exc hided  in 
county  elections  from  voting  who  had  nat 
forty  shillings  freeholds,  and  those  who  re- 
ceived parochial  assistance  in  all  cases? 
For  what  reeson,  but  this,  w.ere  perseni 
excluded  from  that  House,  who  had  not 
freeholds  to  a  certain  amount?  According 
to  the  noble  lord  (Milton),  who  had  op- 
posed this  Bill,  it  was  proper  that  electora 
should  veceive  e  compensation  for  their 
loss  of  time,  aa  faell  as  for  their  pecuniar]^ 
expence.  This  he  (Mr.  W.)  tho'ighi  e 
i^anifest  violation  of  the  statute  of  William, 
and.  he  hoped  that  committees  would  eot 
always  continue  to  sanction  such  practices 
Th«  present  Bill  was  a  measure  which 
might  be  of  considerable  benefit,  espe« 
oiadly  if  coupled  with  one  which  roigkl 
enact,  that  when  a  poll  should  be  de«t. 
manded  ia  the  case  of  a  county  election, 
there  ought  be  several  places  for  votings 
so  diapoaed  as  to  be  sufficiently  near  to  the 
hahileiioaa  of  the  freeholders  of  every^ 
part  in  the  county.  Such  a  measure 
would  do  awey  with  the  increasing  ex- 
pence of  elections,  which  threatened  th* 
purity  and  independence  of  that  Honiei 
The  reason  why  he  had  not  propeaed  anck 
a  measttce  was*  dwt.  he  had  nai  foaad  e 
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sufficient  rlisposition  in  the  Houie  to  adopt 
any  such  amendment  on  the  rxisting  law ; 
Bome  opposing  reform  altogether,  and 
others  thinking  this  not  the  right  end  to 
bt*gin  at. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  that  the  candidate:) 
should  be  allowed  to  furnish  the  voters 
with  the  means  of  conveyance,  but  not 
with  money  to  defray  J^heir  expences; 
for  when  money  was  once  allowed  to  be 
paid,  who  should  determine  the  exact 
sum  ? 

Mr.  LaseelUs  declared,  that  he  should 
be  equally  inclined  to  vote  against  the 
Bill  and  against  the  Amendment ;  as  the 
former  would  not  only  disqualify  a  num- 
ber of  voters,  but  would  give  an  undue 
power  to  a  set  of  persons  whom  he  could 
not  better  describe  than  by  calling  them 
itinerant  sberifis. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  if  this  Bill 
were  suffered  to  proceed,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  propose,  that  an  additional 
oath  should  be  taken  by  every  member  at 
the  table  of  that  House;  to  this  effect, 
that  he  had  not,  in  the  obtainment  of  his 
election,  given  either  meat,  drink,  or  en- 
tertainment, to  any  voter  whatever,  either 
by  himself,  or  through  the  means  of  any 
agtnt. 

The  House  then  divided;  and  Mr.  Lock- 
hart's  amendment,  that  the  Report  be 
taken  into  consideration  this  day  six 
months  was  carried.  The  numbers 
were — 

For  Mr.  Lockhart's  motion    •     82 

Against  it      ......     53 

Majority  .---..    —24 

Corn  Exportation  Bill.]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  presented  a  Bill 
to  permit  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain, 
meal,  malt,  and  flour,  from  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  without  payment  of  duty 
or  receiving  of  bounty ;  and  moved,  that 
it  be  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Weuern  asked  whether  this  measure 
was  merely  founded  on  a  division  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  into  separate 
measures  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  a  Bill  framed  in  pursuance  of  the  first 
Resolution;  the  further  consideration  of 
tbe  other  Resolutions  having  been  post* 
poned. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  he  was  so  satiffied  of  the 
monstrous  mischief  with  which  this  Bill 
was  likely  to  be  attended,  that  if  be  stood 
alone  he  should  divide  the  House  opon  it. 

Mr.  Cok€  of  Norfolk  uid,  he  considered 
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the  speech  delivered  by  tbe  right  hon.  i 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  on  a  former  nighl—  -I 
a  pamphlet,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  , 
which,  he  held  in  his  hand — as  rather  ma- 
licious, if  not  seditious.  (A  laugh.)  He 
sincerely  lamented  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  lent  himself  to  the  dissemi- 
nation of  such  principles  as  that  speech 
contained.  Among  other  assertions  in- 
cluded in  it,  was  one,  that  Mr*  Pitt  is 
1804<  had  been  most  reluctantly  ind'aced 
to  give  his  assent  to  the  Corn  Bill  which 
was  then  passed.  Although  he  (Mr. 
Coke)  had  invariably  been  the  opponent 
of  that  g^eat  statesman,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state,  that  this  assertion  was  not  correct, 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  most  have 
been  aware  of  that  fact.^(Crie8  of  Order! 
Order !)  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
not  aware  that  that  which  he  stated  was 
inconsistent  with  Mr.  Pitt's  sentiments,  he 
ought  to  have  been  aware  of  it^  from  tbe 
nature  of  his  situation.  For  his  own  part, 
he  thought  the  best  mode  of  encouraging 
the  growth  of  corn,  and  a  consequent  re- 
duction of  its  price,  would  be,  to  promote 
the  agriculture  of  this  country  ;  and  this, 
he  was  persuaded,  could  only  be  done  by 
granting  to  the  farmer  long  leases ;  as  en- 
couragement would  then  be  given  to  en- 
rich the  land,  whereby  double  the  ooantitj 
of  corn  which  was  now  produced  would 
be  grown.  It  was  to  be  regretted,  that 
a  greater  degree  of  confidence  did  not 
subsist  between  the  land-owner  and  the 
farmer,  than  was  at  present  observable; 
as  he  was  convinced  that  such  a  confidence 
would  not  alone  tend  to  their  mutosl  in- 
terests, but  to  the  interests  of  the  state  at 
large.  He  could  not  help  again  repeating, 
that  he  considered  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  as  holding  out  ideas  to  the 
public  inconsistent  with  truth,  and  at 
variance  with  the  true  principles  of  sound 
national  policy. 

Mr.  Rose  was  as  little  inclined  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  himself  to  make  assertions 
inconsistent  with  truth,  and  he  Would  now 
throw  that  observation  in  his  teetb.  With 
respect  to  what  he  had  stated  of  tbe  opi* 
nion  of  Mr.  Pitt  respecting  the  measare  of 
1804,  he  repeated,  that  his  statement  was 
correct ;  and  upon  a  comparison  of  his 
political  life  with  that  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
he  should  be  found  as  little  capable  of  a 
mis-statement  as  that  hon.  eentleman,  or 
any  other  member  in  that  Hoose.  Aj  to 
the  imputation  of  a  factious  or  seditioua 
feeling,  be  denied  that  any  such  concln-' 


b9SJ  Cam  Ejporiaium  Bill, 

sioD  could  be  drawn  from  any  tbiog  wbich 
he  had  taid.  He  had  opposed  the  pro- 
gress of  the  nfteasore  then  before  the 
House,  because  be  conceived  it  was  im* 
proper,  and  because  it  was  adopted  with- 
out due  consideration*  The  only  autho- 
rity which  the  House  had  to  guide  them 
was  the  Report  of  the  committee  of  the 
last  year ;  and  this  he  was  prepared  to 
contend  was  do  authority  at  all.  Only 
three  Irish  gentlemen  had  been  examined 
before  the  committee,  who  knew  notbins 
of  the  agriculture  of  Great  Britain;  and 
he  did  not  think  that  such  data  were  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  the  fundamental  altera- 
tions which  were  proposed  in  the  corn 
laws  of  the  country.  He  had  no  wish  to 
adopt  any  measure  by  which  the  interest 
of  the  grower  would  not  be  completely 
protected ;  but  he  thought  the  importer 
wss  equally  deserving  of  consideration ; 
and  with  that  feeling  it  was  he  should  give 
every  opposition  in  his  power  to  the  Bill 
which  had  just  been  introduced. 

Mr.  IVeMUrn  was  surprised  at  the  doc- 
trines laid  down  in  the  pamphlet  or  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  fMr.  Rose), 
which  he  held  in  his  hand.  It  had  been 
said  that  it  was  seditious;  but  for  bis  own 
part  he  did  not  think  it  was  so  creditable 
as  fair,  honest,  and  open  sedition.  In  fact, 
there  was  nothing  open  and  candid  in  it ; 
and  what  he  complained  of  was,  that  the 
right  hon.  eentleman  had  drawn  unfair 
deductions  from  existing  facts,  and  had, 
by  an  artful  but  unjust  mode  of  reasoning, 
endeavoured  to  excite  a  popular  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  to  a  measure  in  which  the 
true  interests  of  the  country  were  involved. 
With  respect  to  the  opinion  attributed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  Mr.  Pitt,  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  as  far  as  his  me- 
mory would  serve  him,  that  he  had  not 
fairly  quoted  that  great  statesman's  senti- 
ments on  the  subject;  as,  so  far  firom  op- 
posing the  measure  of  1 804,  he  considered 
that  he  bad  been  its  warmest  friend. 

Mr.  Davim  Giddy  wished  to  submit  a 
few  observations  to  the  House  upon  this 
important  topic.  It  was  a  maxim  which 
he  believed  no  man  would  attempt  to  con- 
fute, that  the  true  policy  of  a  country  was 
to  devote  its  capital  in  that  way  in  whidh 
the  greatest  return  was  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  with  the  surplus  of  that  return 
to  obtain  from  other  countries  commodities 
which,  by  the  same  rule,  they  might  have 
to  dispose  of.  It  appeared  to  him,  from  a 
vit?\%' of  the  state  of  this  country  at  pre- 
sctu^  that  the  promotion  of  agricultural 
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pursuits  was  of  considerable  moment ;  and 
perhaps  there   waa  no  object  more  de- 
sirable   than    that    of   rendering    Great 
Britain  independent    of  foreign  produca 
in  that  most  essential  a'rticle  of  consump- 
tion, corn.    It  might  be  said,  that  other 
countries  were  better  calculated,  from  the 
thinness  of  their  population,  to  grow  com, 
and  to  compete  with  us  in  the  sale  of  that 
commodity.    This  was  true ;  and  when  it 
wu  known  that  those  countries  had  no 
tithes  to  pay,  or  heavy  taxes  to  meet,  it 
was  natural  that  they  should  posseas  those 
advantages.     It  did  not  follow,  however, 
because  they  could  sell  cheaper,  that  we 
should  abandon  our  own  agricultural  in- 
terests ;  on  the  contrary,  it  behoved  us  to 
take  steps  to  preserve  those  interests :  and 
when  we  considered  the  advantages  which 
we  enjoyed  over  other  countries  in  a  po* 
litical  point  of  view,  he  apprehended  little 
hesitation  would  be  felt  in  contribtlting  by 
a  small  additional  expence  to  preserve 
those  advantages  from  infringement.  This 
feeling  it  was  which  induced  him  to  think 
that  the  prohibitory  duty  which  had  been 
proposed  was  not  sufficient  to  protect  our 
agricultural  pursuits  from  that  shock  which 
an    indiscriminate   permission  to  import 
grain  would  produce ;  and  upon  that  part 
of  the  subject  he  could  not  help  hoping 
that  some  amendment  would  be  offered  to 
the  House.     He  did  not  think  the  measure 
would  have  the  effect  of  ultimately  reduc- 
ing   the  price  of  corn ;  but  one  benefit 
would    be    derived  from  it;    namely,  it 
would  keep  the  price  more  even  and  sta- 
tionary than  it  used  formerly  to  be  ;  and, 
by  that  means,  pievent  those  scarcities 
which  sometimes  bore  hard  on  the  work- 
ing classes  of  society^-while  it  would,  on 
the  other  side,  operate  against  a  return  of 
that  extreme  cheapness,  the  eff*ect  of  which 
must  be  to  put  an  end  to  agricultural  en- 
terprise. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  wished  to 
remind  the  House,  that  the  Bill  then  before 
them  did  not  at  all  relate  to  the  pricea  of 
grain.  The  Bill  turned  on  a  clear  and 
plain  principle,  though  much  difference  of 
opinion  existed  on  it.  To  that  principle 
(merely  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  a 
free  export),  gentlemen  ought  to  confine 
themsefves. 

Sir  M.  W.  lUdUy  said,  he  did  not  intend 
to  offer  any  observations  on  the  measure 
before  the  House  ;  nor  would  he  have  at  all 
solicited  their  attention,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  some  observations  made  on  a  former 
evening  by  the  hon.  gentleman  below  hint 
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(Mr.  W.   Smith),  relaiire  to  a  petition    nWiani  ttf  abandon,  wilfi  i'eip'i^(>t  to  corn 
which  he*  had  presented  from  certain  in - 


habitantTs  of  Newcartle-upon-Tyrtfe.  When 
that  petition  ^as  originally  brought  fd 
him,  he  objected  to  the  word^  which  the 
hon.  member  had  fiead  to  the  Uowd ;  l^ut^ 
firom   the    explanation  he  had   received. 


aloi^^,  ail  those  great'  ri^gulatioha  whicK 
wi'iters  on  political  economy  uni^ersalfy 
allowed  to  bear  upon  every  dth'er  specitt 
of  ai'tic!^.  If  the  itystem  vier6  likely  to 
have  the  eflTect  which  its  siipport^n 
seenlcd  to  imagine,  he  certainly  would 


mnd  from  the  respectability  of  th^  pek-'snns  not  object  to  it.  If  it  were  to  rafie  the 
connected  with  the  petition,  he  was  con-  '  pric^  of  cbrn,  now,  temporarily,  mnd  t6 
Tincedthalnoimproperallusion  was  meant;  '  lower  it  permanently  hereafter,  he  would 
and,  therefore,  he  con^idefed  it  a  duly  '  willingly  agree  to  it.  But  this  was  a  re- 
which  he  owed  his  constituents,  to  lay  it    suit   which    he  did  not  expect  fronl    ft; 


before  parliament.  As  it  was  ever  his 
opinion,  that  nothing  should  be  alleged,  in 
any  petition,  against  the  motives  by  which 
the  members  of  that  House  were  in- 
fluenced, he  had  written  to  the  committee 
by  whom  the  petition  was  drawn  up,  for 
an  explanation  on  the  subject^-and,  in  an- 
swer, he  had  received  a  complete  denial  of 
any  such  intention.  This,  he  hoped,  would 
be  soflScient  to  exculpate  his  clients  from 
the  accusation  of  wilfully  intending  to  im- 
pute false  motives  to  those  gentlemen  who 
supported  the  alteration  in  the  corn  laws  ; 
for  which,  he  readily  admitted,  there  was 
some  ground  at  first. 

Mr.  EUiion  hoped  that  from  henceforth 
the  House  would  enter  into  the  discussion 
olr  this  subject  with  calmness  atid  delibe- 
ration ;  giving  each  other  credit  for  those 
motives  alone  which  oAght  to  influence 
members  of  parliament. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  the 'first,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  second  time  on  the 
18tb,  and  to  be  printed. 


Corn  Trade.]  Mr.  Huskissan  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  taking 
into  farther  consideration  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Corn  Committee.  On  the  mo- 
tion, "  That  they  be  now  taken  into  con- 
srderation,'' 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  rose  and  said^  that,  in 
the  observations  he  was  about  to  make,  he 
had  not  the  smallest  intention  of  casting 
any  reflection  on  those  who  supported  the 
alteration  in  the  corn  laws,  whom  he  be- 
lieve to  be  actuated  by  the  most  pure 
and  patriotic  motives,  'lliey  seemed  un- 
willing, however,  to  have  it  supposed,  that 
the  principles  vrhich  they  advocated  would 
raise  the  price  of  bread ;  but,  when  they 
admitted  that  their  object  was  tu  make 
corn  dearer,  he  could  not  conceive  how 
they  could  get  rid  of  the  consequence 
which,  in  his  mind,  must  necesarily  fol- 
low; vis.  an  equal  rise  in  the  price  of  that 
which  was  manufact^jred  from  corn.  Nor 
could  he  conceive  apon  wbat  principle  they 

t 


and,  in  fact,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  tbe 
subject  had  been  stated,  all  alon^,  with  a 
view  rather  to  the  benefit  of  iKe  agricul- 
turalist, than  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  other  parties  concerned.      He' Wished 
not  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction 'between 
the    interests  of  the  agricultdtalist,   and 
those  of  the  manufaclurei' ;  but  he  tlibdght 
it  was  extremely  hard,  after  the  peii<ra  df 
distress    and    privation  which  thtf  latter 
clas^  had  passed  through,  that' the  legisla* 
ture,  the  moment  the  price  of  gi'aid'  be^ 
came  moderate,  shpuld  immediately  en- 
deavour to  increase  it.     In  his  opmion, 
there  was  not  a  sufflcient  ground  laid  by 
the  proposer  oPthe  measure  in  bringing  it 
forward,  to  induce  the  House  td'aa6|>t  it. 
They  w'ere  told,  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
expediency— th&t  it  was  called  for' by  the 
alteration  in  our  Currency  ;  but,  whkteVer 
opinion  might  be  held  with  respect' to  tbe 
currency  of  the  country,  this  was'  most 
evident,  that  an  alteratidn  in  it  must  now 
take  place.    Therefore,  he  looktd'  upon 
the  present  as  the  most  inauspkioos  mo* 
ment  that  could  be  selected  for  making 
any  thing  like  a  permanent  alteration  in 
the  corn  laws ;    because,  that  which  was 
adduced  as  a  main  reason  for  maklAg  the 
alteration    would    not    perh&ps  continoe 
long.    It  was  argued,  that  the  new  system 
would,  at  a  very  early  period,  prodtt'ce  an 
abundant  supply  ofcorn  ;  and  trusting  to 
this  contingency,  they  were  no  longer' to 
look    for   any    assistance,    tloaghi  at    a 
cheaper  rate,    from    abroad ;,theV  were 
called  upon  to  consider,  as  Alto  and  er- 
roneous, the  usual  principle  of  going  to 
that  place  where  we  were  roost  fikel)^  to 
purchase    a  commodity   cheapest.     Bnt, 
could  it  be  supposed,  when  we  considered 
the   immen«e  number  of  persons  taken 
from  agricultural  pursuits  to  beconie  mn« 
nufacturers,  that  a   sufficient  su(>ply  of 
corn  for  our  home  consumption  could  be 
grown  in  this  country  ?'  He  wasof  opinion 
that  it  was  impossible.     He  was  ready  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  principle  of  aaniU' 
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ting  a  free  exportation  might  produce  a 
greater  quantity  of  grain ;  but  the  restric- 
lions  on  importation  would  tend  to  keep 
up  the  price,  and  to  pinch  those  who  were 
most  particularly  afivcted  by  dearness  of 
prorigiont.  If  the  promoters  of  this  measure 
were  consistent  v^ith  therasel  res,  they  would 
not  bt  contented  with  a  free  exportation, 
and  a  restriction  on  importation,  unless  ac« 
companied  by  a  specific  law  to  protect  the 
farmer  in  the  home  growth*  But,  he  sup- 
posed* the  sy$tem  now  would  be,  every 
time  grain  grew  cheap,  to  take  fresh  mea- 
sures to  raise  it  in  price.  Now,  he  would 
ask,  wa9  it  right  for  that  House,  from  time 
to  time,  to  undertake,  by  a  legislative  enact* 
m^nt,  to  settle  the  ^rice  of  grain  ? — The  ' 
measure  was  so  extremely  noxious,  that 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  oppose  it 
altogether.  Ireland  was  selected  -  as  a 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  this  system. 
She,  it  was  said,  had  become  an  exporting 
country,  ever  since  she  had  been  left  at 
liberty  to  dispose  of  her  grain  abroad. 
But  thia  was  a  most  unfortunate  instance ; 
because  the  grain  exported  from  Ireland 
was  not  a  superflux,  remaining  after  sup- 
plying her  whole  population.  It  was  well 
known,  that  wheat  was  not  the  food  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  that  country  ; 
therefore,  no  fair  similarity,  on  that  point, 
could  be  traced  between  England  and 
Ireland.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moving,  **  That  the  further  consideration 
of  the  Resolutions  be  postponed  ti|l  this 
day  three  months/' 

Sir  6.  Clcrkc  observedr  that  it  was  ad* 
mitted,  both  by  the  noble  lord  who  moved 
the  amendment,  and  by  a  right  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  who,  on  a  former 
night,  had  opposed  the  Resolutions,  that, 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  corn  for  our  manu* 
facturers,  without  having  recourse  to  any 
foreign  country,  was  a  matter  of  great 
consequence.  The  question  was,  whether 
it  could  be  obtained  without  making  sacri- 
fices of  greater  magnitude?  In  his  opinion, 
by  giving  a  proper  support  to  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country,  a  proper 
supply  of  grain  could  be  procured  at 
home,  without  rendering  the  price 
incompatible  with  the  means  of  the 
lowest  labourer,  at  the  present  rate  of 
wages^  The  noble  lord  stated,  as  a 
reason  for  not  agreeing  with  the  report, 
that  it  contained  propositions  inconsistent 
with  each  other.  That  it  proposed  to 
benefit  the  agriculturalist  by  raising  the 
price  of  corn,  and  to  add  to  the  comfort  of 
the  manufacturer  by  diminiahing  it;  and, 

(  VOL.  XXVU. ) 


May  10,  1814: 


[89B 


at  thfcse  objects  appeared  inconsistent  with 
each  other,  therefore  the  Report  was  un- 
worthy of  attention.  Now,  the  fact  wat> 
that  the  frimers  of  that  Report  had  no  ia- 
Uintion,  permanently,  to  increase  the  prica 
of  grain.  Another  error  pervaded  tb« 
whole  of  the  nobit  lord's  speech,  who 
seemed  to  think  we  never  could  become 
an  exporting  country ;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced, that  a  very  little  stimulus  to  agri* 
cultural  energy,  by  keeping  grain  at  its 
present  price,  would  secure  a  sufficient 
supply  both  for  our  own  population  and 
for  exportation.  He  was  sure  if  corn  were 
sold  at  SOff*  per  quarter  (the  rate  which 
would  give  sufficient  encouragement  to 
the  grower),  a  quantity  of-  wheat  corn^ 
adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  country, 
would  be  raised ;  but  if  the  price  wero 
lowered,  much  of  the  laud  at  present  oc» 
copied  by  grain  would  be  appropriated  to 
pasture.  « 

Mr.  IVesicm*  rose  and  said  r 

I  am  desirous.  Sir,  of  making  some  ob- 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed 
for  Budd  aqd  Calkin,  Pall-mall;  witji  the 
following  Address  to  the  Reader  : 

It  must  be  obvious  to  the  reader,  that  in 
the  speech  reported  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  a  variety  of  important  considera* 
tions  are  not  adverted  to,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  on  which  I  am  desirous  of 
making  some  cursory  remarks.  In  the 
first  place,  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  manufacturing  class  of  the  commu* 
nity/to  the  great  advantage  of  the  home 
market.  They  must  see,  upon  reflection, 
to  what  an  enormous  extent  the  home 
demand  for  their  goods  exceeds  the 
foreign  ;  and  it  must  therefore  be  obvioua 
how  essential  to  them  is  the  prosperity  of 
our  agricultural  population,  creating,  ae 
they  do,  so  large  a  share  of  the  home  de- 
mand. It  is  said,  if  we  take  corn  fron 
foreigners,  they  will  receive  our  manu« 
factures:  suppose  we  take  e  million  of 
quarters,  and  they  receive  three  milliona 
of  money  for  it;  or,  instead  of  money, 
consent  to  take  the  value  in  manufactures, 
it  certainly  appears  that  we  should  receive 
an  equivalent  in  one  sense  ;  but  I  think  I 
have  made  it  evident,  that  the  million 
supplied  by  foreigners  could  be  furnished 
by  ow  own  agriculturalists,  who  would 
thereby,  to  that  amount,  become  better  ' 
customers  than  they  are  at  present.  The 
quantity  of  custom,  or  sale  of  manufac- 
tures, would  be  the  same,  with  the  advan- 
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regalatioa  of  the  foreign  trade,  and  sapply 
of  foreign  corn  ;  and  it  is  of  course  essen- 
tial to  consider  what  proportion  that  sop- 
ply  has  hitherto  borne,  or  is  likely  to  bear, 
to  the  total  demand  and  consumption  of 
the  united  empire. 

I  know.  Sir,  it  is  very  difficult  to  form 
an  accurate  estimate  on  such  a  subject. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  one  out  of 
all  the  different  materials  we  at  present 
possess  for  this  purpose  ;  and  my  result 
will,  I.  think,  be  allowed  to  be  fair  and 
tolerably  correct,  or  at  least  that  it  takes 
the  proportion  of  our  own  produce  as  low 
as  it  can  be  placed.  The  consumption 
of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  1  estimate  at  35  millions 
of  quarters.  The  import  of  all  sorts  of 
grain,  on  an  average  of  the  last  ten  years, 
18  known  to  be  about  one  million :  of 
course  the  native  growth  is  to  the  importa- 
tion as  thirty-four  to  one. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  this  proportion 
in  our  contemplation,  that  we  may  see 
how  speedily  any  diminution  of  our  own 
agriculture  would  reduce  the  aggregate 
supply. 

The  regulation  of  the  foreign  trade  has 
generally  been  subject,  as  it  now  is,  to  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion.  Some  gentle- 
men think  it  safer  lo  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  corn,  and  to  rely  upon 
the  steady  exertions  of  our  own  farmers  ', 
others  contend,  the  importation  should  be 
stopped  at  what  is  called  the  medium 
price ;  and  there  are  those  who  maintain 
that  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
corn. should  be  perfectly  free,  and  liable 
to  no  restriction  whatever. 

It  is  impossible  to  doubt  for  a  moment, 
that  if  an  entire  freedom  of  trade  could  be 
established  throughout  the  world,  it  would 
be  decidedly  for  the  advantage  of  man- 
kind in  general.  There  is  not  a  dissen- 
tient voice  upon  this  subject;  at  the  same 
time,  no  hope  or  expectation  can  reason- 
ably be  entertained  that  such  an  event 
will  ever  come  to  pass.  Itii  impossible 
in  the  present  state  of  the  different 
countries  of  Europe  and  the  world,  or  in 
any  probable  state  which  the  most  san- 
guine person  can  look  forward  to,  that 
such  relations  of  concord  and  amity  can 
ever  be  established  amongst  nationsi  as 
•hall  secure  an  uninterrupted  freedom  of 
trade.  But  it  is  said,  though  we  cannot 
look  forward  to  the  freedom  of  trade  ge- 
nerally, it  would  be  better,  as  far  as  lies 
in  our  power,  to  have  a  free  trade  of  corn, 
|0  permit  a  free  export  constantly,  and  to 

If 
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open  our  markets  at  all  timet  to  tha  ad* 
mission  of  foreign  growth.  The  queation 
is,  whether  such  a  system  would  give  ui, 
in  a  course  of  years,  a  more  abuodant, 
more  steady,  and  cheaper  supply  ?  I -am 
convinced  it  would  not.  But  let  os  cxa* 
mine  what  the  effects  of  such  a  measure 
would  be.  l(  the  .superior  fertility  id 
foreign  soils,  or  other  circumstancait 
should  enable  the  foreign  grower,  to  pay 
the  freight,  and  undersell  the  British 
farmer,  the  first  consequence  certi^ly 
would  be,  that  Britiah  effricahore  moil 
give  way  to  the  extent  of  the  increaaed 
supply  of  foreign  corn.  The  mora  steril 
lands  of  this  empire  would  be  thrown  out 
of  tillage,  the  capital  therein  employed 
would  seek  more  prodoctiTe  *  cun* 
nels,  the  proportion  of  foreign  sapply 
would  increase,  and  our  own  prodiicre  di« 
minish  ;  our  present  import  of  one  million 
would  arrive  perhaps  at  five  millions,  and 
our  own  growth  would  be  redaced  froat 
34  to  30:  if  we  could  draw  still  more  co^ 
piously  from  foreign  countries^  tbe 
relative  proportion  of  oar  own  prodoce 
would  of  course  be  still  farther  altered. 
But  I  presume  there  is  nobody  who  does 
not  admit  that  there  must  be  a  limit  to  the 
quantum  of  foreign  supply.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  for  an  instant,  that  we  can  draw 
our  entire  subsistence  in  com  freah 
foreign  countries;  there  must  be  soae 
limit :  their,  I  say,  when  we  have  arrived 
at  that  limit,  we  shall  be  exactly  in  tbe 
same  situation  in  which  we  are  now,  ex* 
cept  that  we  shall  have  five  millions  of 
quarters  of  foreign  corn  (supposing  that  . 
to  be  the  limit)  instead  of  one,  and  thirty 
of  our  own  instead  of  thirty -foor.  When 
this  is  done,  what  can  prevent  the  price 
rising  to  the  same  level  it  would  naturally 
reach,  if  no  inch  change  had  taken  place  } 
I  put  out  of  the  question  here  the  mani* 
fest  objections  to  so  great  a  reliance  upon  ' 
foreign,  and  perhaps  hostile  coantries,  and 
view  the  argument  as  if  divested  of  all 
these  considerations. 

I  presume  it  will  be  on  all  bands  ad« 
mitted,  that  neither  corn  nor  any  other 
article  can  long  continue  to  be  produced 
in  any  country*  at  a  rate  of  profit  lower 
than  that  which  is  derived  from  ether 
trades  and  manufactures.  If  tbe  trade  of 
the  farmer,  or  any  other  trade,  ceases  to  be 
profitable,  in  that  proportion  the  capital  of 
the  persons  employed  in  it  will  by  degsees 
seek  other  channels,  and  their  industry 
will  be  turned  to  more  advantsgeovs 
employments.      By    these    meaniu    the 
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quantity  of  the  article  to  be  produced  will 
diminish,  till  the  demand  operating  upon 
a  reduced  supply  shall  restore  the  price  to 
^  level  that  shall  again  place  the  manufac- 
turers of  that  article  upon  a  footing  with 
others :  during  the  period  of  this  reduc- 
tion they  will  be  obliged,  no  doubt,  to  sell 
at  a  loss,  but  they  will  relieve  themselves 
as  quickly  as  possible  from  this  situation. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  agriculture  of 
this  country,  if  we  allow  the  ports  to  be 
open  to  foreign  corn,  and  if  we  can  draw 
large  quantities  from  thenc^e  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  grow  it,  the  operation  I  have 
just  described  must  take  place ;  and  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  consequent  declension 
of  our  own  agriculture,  the  price  may  be 
lowered  beyond  that,  which  shall  give  the 
farmers  an  adequate  profit :  when  we  have 
arrived  at  the  limiu  of  the  foreign  supply, 
then  the  price  of  the  whole  most  return  to 
the  level  which  shall  give  them  a  profit 
equal  to  thatof  other  British  manufacturers. 
I  am  now  looking  at  the  question  without 
considering  the  possibility  of  any  inter- 
ruption to  the  foreign  trade ;  and  yet  it 
does  appear  to  me  certain,  that  viewing 
the  measure  of  free  import  even  under 
these  most  favourable,  but  most  improbable 
circumstances,  the  consumer  would  in  the 
event  be  miserably  disappointed  in  his 
expectation  of  finding  a  cheaper  or  more 
abundant-supply. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  a  consideration  of 
those  laws  which  have  hitherto  been 
enacted  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  with 
foreign  countries  ;  they  have  been,  as  we 
all  know,  very  different  in  their  effects; 
at  the  same  time,  there  has  been  a  uniform 
similarity  in  one  respect,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  always  subjected  the  export  and  im- 
port of  grain  to  r^trictions  or  encourage- 
ments dependent  upon  the  market  price. 
For  instance,  by  the  Act  of  1791  wheat 
was  exportable  on  bounty  till  it  reached 
44i.  per  quarter  ;  at  46s.  the  export  was 
stopped ;  at  50s,  foreign  corn  might  be 
imported  on  a  duty  of  2s,  6d. ;  at  54«.  it 
might  come  in  duty  free. 

It  is  obvious,  thai  the  scale  upon  which 
the  regulating  prices  are  taken,  mun  de- 
cide the  efficacy  and  consequences  of  such 
a  measure  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  so 
differently  has  that  scale  been  fixed  at 
difiierent  periods  of  the  liistory  of  our  corn 
laws,  that  their  effects  have  been  diame- 
trically opposite.  In  one  period  it  has 
operated  nearly  to  tbe  exclusion  of  foreign 
corn  ;  at  another,  it  has  given  the  benefit 
•f  tbe  British  markett,  amiosi  without  Id- 
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tenruption,  to  th<  agricolture  of  foreign 
countries.  These  periods  may  be  com- 
puted, first  from  our  earliest  informatioa 
up  to  the  Act  of  the  22d  of  Charles  the  2d» 
in  the  year  1670,  thence  to  the  13th  of 
George  the  Srd,  1773,  and  from  thence  to 
the  present  time. ' 

During  the  first  of  these  periods  the 
prevailing  character  of  the  laws  was  to 
encourage  importation  and  prohibit  export 
tatjon ;  and  during  that  time  the  nation 
experienced  a  great  and  distressing  fluc« 
tuation  of  prices,  and  a  painful  dependence 
on  foreign  supply. 

Tbe  Act  of  1670,  on  the  contrary,  sub« 
jected  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  to 
such  duties  as  virtually  amounted  to  pro- 
hibitiod;  and  this  was  followed  by  the 
Act  of  the  1st  of  king  William,  by  which 
every  encouragement  was  given  to  the  ex- 
portation of  our  own  produce.  This  system 
was  continued  to  the  year  1773,  and  waa 
certainly  most  successful  in  the  extension 
of  our  agriculture,  and  in  producing  a 
plentiful  supply  of  corn  at  a  steady  low 
price.  To  this  system.  Sir,  I  am  anxious 
to  return,  and  to  accomplish  it  we  must 
form  our  regulating  scale,  as  near  as  we^ 
can,  upon  the  proportions  at  that  time 
adopted ;  and  the  degree  of  approximation 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  last 
session,  is  that  to  which  I  adhere,  as  the 
proper  measure  for  the  purpose. 

An  idea  very  generally  prevails,  tfaat> 
in  fixing  the  import,  we  are  in  truth  set« 
tling  the  lowest  market  price  of  corn ;  a 
more  unfounded  and  erroneous  opinion 
cannot  well  exist.  It  seems,  however,  to 
be  deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, aud  probably  has  originated  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  market  price  having 
very  seldom  been  below  the  import  price 
since  the  commencement  of  our  present 
system  of  corn  laws,  which  I  date  from , 
the  Act  of  1773.  The  causes  of  this  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  explain,  by  tracing 
their  several  enactment!,  and  tbe  events 
that  followed;  and  in  ao  doing  I  shall  at 
the  same  time  shew,  in  a  great  nteasure, 
the  ihefficacy  of  tbe  principles  on  which 
they  were  formed. 

This  Act  of  1773  allowed  of  the  impor- 
tation of  com  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
when  the  price  of  British  wheat  rose  to  48t. 
a  quarter,  and  other  grain  in  proportion* 
Now,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  average 
price  of  the  preceding  ten  years  was 
45#.  6d,  consequently  the  least  deficiency 
of  supply,  or  diminution  of  the  value  m 
money,  which  has  certainly  been  prq* 
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gressive  since  that  time,  would  necesnarily 
make  the  market  price  equal  to,  or  above  the 
import  price.  This  Act,  whilst  it  subverted 
at  one  blow  a  system  eminently  beneBcial, 
established  on  the  experience  of  a  century, 
exhibited  in  its  own  enactments  the  most 
impracticable  ideas,  and  most  futile  and 
absurd  projects.  The  Act  of  the  22d 
Charles  the  2d  continuing  in  force  till 
1773,  fixed  the  import  price  of  wheat  at 
SS»,  id,  a  quarter,  subject  also  to  a  duty  of 
8f.  together  6U.  4d.  The  Act  of  the  1st 
of  king  William  gave  a  bounty  of  5s,  upon 
the  export  of  British  wheat  when  the  price 
was  at  or  under  48s.  a  quarter ;  and  these 
two  Acts  combined  formed  the  system  of 
laws  under  which  the  trade  was  governed 
till  the  period  I  am  now  speaking  of.  Now 
this  Act  of  1773  absolutely  converted  the 
export  bounty  price  into  the  import  duty- 
free price,  so  that  a  more  complete  and 
utter  subversion  of  a  code  of  laws  could 
not  by  any  possible  means  be  effected. 
The  expectations  which  appear  to  have 
been  formed  by  the  authors  of  this  Act  are 
demonstrable  by  its  provisions,  and  are. 
certainly  very  extraordinary.  By  its 
different  enactments,  when  wheat  was 
under  445.  it  was  exportable  with  a  bounty 
of  5s, ;  when  above  44f.  the  exportation 
of  it  was  altogether  prohibited,  under  a 
aevere  penalty ;  and  when  the  price  rose 
to  48j.  foreign  corn  was  admissible  from 
ail  parts  of  the  world  duty-free;  so  that 
they  really  seem  to  have  entertained  the 
idea  of  keeping  the  price  of  corn  within 
the  limits  of  44t.  and  48«.  The  same 
opinions  seem  to  have  prevailed  in  the  year 
1791,  &>  the  provisions  of  that  Act  were 
Bearly  similar.  The  average  price  of  corn 
of  the  ten  years  preceding  1791  was  5\s. 
and  the  import  price  was  fixed  at  52s.  6d.; 
including  a  duty  of  2s,  6d.  it  was  exporta- 
ble on  bounty  under  44^. — export  allowed, 
without  bounty,  under  46^. — prohibited 
above  46f.  Here  again  it  is  obvious  from 
the  same  causes;  the  market  price,  differ- 
ing at  the  time  so  little  from  the  import 
price,  would  soon  be  equal  to  or  exceed  it. 
We  come  next  to  the  Act  of  1 804,  which, 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee,  I  had 
the  honour  of  introducing  into  the  House. 
That  Act  carried  the  import  price,  include 
ing  duty,  to  65s,  (id.  ;  the  export  bounty 
price  to  48i. ;  permission  of  export  with- 
out bounty  to  54«.  The  average  price  of 
the  10  years  preceding,  inclusive  of  the 
acarce  years  of  1800  and  1801,  was  70j. ; 
exclusive  of  those  two  years,  605. ;  so  that 
upon  the  calculation  of  ordinary  years^ 
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the  average  market  price  was  only  5s.  6d. 
under  the  duty-free  import  price.  Upon 
a  review  of  all  these  cases,  it  is  therefore 
apparent,  that  at  the  time  of  passing  these 
several  laws  the  market  and  import  prices 
were  nearly  at  par ;  and  events,  too  ob^foos 
to  be  noticed,  have  constantly  occurred  to 
annihilate  that  minute  difference,  and 
generally  to  render  the  former  inach 
higher  than  the  latter. 

The  Committee    of    1804  in    general 
thought  at  the  time,  that  the  measure  re* 
commended  by  them  to  the  House  would 
not  afford  sufficient  -confidence  and   en« 
couragement  to  the  British  farmer;    bot 
were  induced  to  give  way  to  the  opposi- 
tion they  had  to  encounter.    And  here  I 
will  take  the  liberty  of  stating  more  fully 
what  I  have  before  asserted,  that  Mr»  Pitt, 
who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  admiois- 
tration,  gave  to  this  measure  his  moat  de* 
cided   and  cordial  support.     I  was  cer^ 
tainly  surprised  to  find,  in  the  pamphlet  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (i\lr.  Rose)  the 
declaration  of  an  opinion  directly  at  Fari* 
ance  with  this  assertion.     The  right  hon. 
gentleman  says,  in  that  publication,  **  he 
knows  Mr.  Pitt  was  prevailed  upon  re-- 
luctantly  to  give  his  assent  to  concur  ia 
the  regulating  prices  enacted  in- 1804." 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  must,  I  thinks 
be  mistaken;  for  I  still  entertain  a  most 
perfect  conviction,  that  Mr.  Pitt  not  only 
cordially  assented    to  those  prices,    but 
wished  to  have\:arried  them  considerably, 
higher.     I  have  a  clear   recollection   of 
what  passed  at  our  first  interview  with  hioi 
upon  the  subject.    We  presented  to  him 
our  plan,  remarking  at  the  same   time, 
that  the  measure  probably  would  be  stre- 
nuously contested,  that  much  clamour  was 
already  excited,  and  that  to  obviate  it  we 
had  adopted    the   lowest    possible   scale. 
He  said,  it  appeared  to  him  so  low,  that 
he  thought  it  might  prevent  the  threatened 
opposition  ;  the  only  doubt  he  entertained 
was  of  its  efficacy.     I  also  feel  persuaded 
that  he  expressed  hopes  we  should  be  able, 
by  degrees,  in  subsequent  sessions  of  the 
legislature,  to  carry  further  the  principle 
of  protection  and  encouragement  to  the 
agriculture  of  our  own  country.    When 
the  Bill  got  into  the  House  of  Lords,  an 
alteration  was  made  in  the  calculation  of 
the    duties ;    in  consequence  of   which, 
when  it  came  back  to  this  House,  it  was 
rejected.     Mr.  Pitt  directed  a  message  to 
be  sent  to  me,  informing  me  of  the  cir* 
cumstance,  and  desiring  I  would  come  to 
town,  which  I  immediately  did.    It  wa» 
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then  the  middle  of  July ;  be  told  me  he 
had  hoped  the  prorogation  of  parliament 
would  have  taken  place  before  that  time, 
but  would  advise  the  delay  of  a  week  or 
ten  days,  in  6rder  that  a  new  Bill  might 
be  introduced,  which  I  accordingly  moved 
the  same  evening ;  and  which,  after  some 
opposition,  passed  into  a  law.  I  mention 
these  circumstances  to  enable  the  House 
to  form  a  judgment  of  the  real  sentiments 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  independent  of  the  mere  re- 
collection of  myself  or  any  other  person, 
which  certainly  may  be  erroneous. 

From  the  period  of  the  passing  of  thiji 
Act,  which,  it  is  curious  to  observe,  has  in 
no  one  instance  impeded  the  importation 
of  foreign  grain,  the  average  price  of 
wheat  has  been  nearly  \00s,  a  quarter  :  in 
1812  and  1813,  it  was  above  120f.  almost 
double  the  import  price  of  the  Act ;  so 
that  if  there  are  those  who  persist  in  sop- 
posing  the  import  price  must  necessarily 
be  the  lowest,  they  certainly  cannot  flatter 
themselves  with  the  hope  that  it  will  in- 
Tariablv  be  the  highest ;  the  experience 
of  the  last  fifty  years  has  fully  shewn  that 
such  an  expectation  would  be  vain  indeed ; 
and  the  history  of  the  century  prior  to 
1773  will  equally  prove,  how  opposite  to 
truth  the  assumption  is,  that  the  market 
price  never  can  be  lower  than  that  at 
which  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  is 
prohibited. 

In  reverting  to  that  period,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, that  the  import  price,  including 
the  duty,  was  61 5.  It  so  continued  above 
a  century,  and  yet,  during  the  whole  of 
that  time,  the  average  market  price  was 
not  quite  405 — ^This  example  is  of  itself 
decisive.  But  the  case  is  stronger  yet: 
for  by  the  Act  of  William,  British  corn 
was  forced  out  of  the  country,  by  a  bounty 
of  5s,  a  quarter,  till  the  price  exceeded 
48«.  and  during  the  full  operation  of  this 
law,  and  the  Act  of  Charles  2,  combined, 
the  price  of  wheat,,  for  68  years,  was 
only  33#.  6//.* 

It  is  well  known  indeed,  that  under  the 
operation  of  these  laws,  British  agriculture 
flourished  beyond  all  former  example ; 
that  from  being  considerably  indebted  to 
foreign  countries,  we  not  only  became 
quite  independent,   but  acquired  a  large 

♦  In  the  first  thirty  years  of  this  period 
the  excess  of  our  exports  was  on  an  average 
3i.5,3»2  quarters,  and  the  average  market 
price  was  36*.  (id. ;  in  the  last  thirty  years 
the  excess  of  exports  was  642,1 82  qaaVters, 
and  the  price  only  30^. 


$orp1u8,  and  a  beneficial  export  trade. 
The  price  was  also  steady,  and  on,  an 
average  comparatively  lower  than  it  had 
ever  been  before,  or  has  been  since.  If 
these  facts  will  not  eradicate  the  opinioo, 
that  in  fixing  the  import,  we  are  fixing 
the  lowest  market  price,  I  am  at  a  Iota 
to  know  what  arguments  can  have  any 
avail. 

There  are  persons  who  will  say,  per- 
haps, that  all  these  events  have  followed 
from  other  causes;  but  it  most  be  ob- 
served, that  the  system  eatabltshed  by 
these  Acts  of  Charles  2  and  William,  waa 
of  a  most  decisive  character ;  it  amounted 
in  effect  to  an  absolute  prohibition  of  fo- 
reign corn  ;t  and  it  gave  such  encourage* 
ment  to  exportation,  as  never  was  before 
attempted  in  any  other  country  in  tha 
world.     It  most  be  remembered  also,  that 

t  A  Table  shewing  the  average  Pricei 
of  Middling  Wheat  per  Statute  Quarter ; 
the  average  Excess  of  the  Exports  of 
every  sort  of  Com,  Flour,  and  Meal ;  the 
average  Imports  of  the  sany,  from  1697 
to  1764,  both  inclusive. 
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ATcraire  Price  > 
per  Quarter  $ 


t. 

43 


d, 
2 


47  9i 
40  9 
45  9i 
43  3 
47  9 


Qrs. 

139.866 
289,304 
299,367 
453.986 
485,852 
532.732 
216.643 
468,844 
597,462 
446,378 
932,593 
1,080.077 
273,805 
696,117 


Qn. 


.••••••..•.. 


267  U 


44  7 


Qn. 

S23,184 
276.206 
290,595 
185,906 
198,716 
1,145,584 
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grevious  to  the  adoption  of  thU  policy,  we 
ad  been  dependent  upon  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  we  ha?e  been  since  its  abandon* 
■  ment.  If  the  system  had  been  less  opera- 
tive, its  effects  might  have  been  attri- 
butable to  other  causes ;  but  so  powerful, 
and  so  eftectual  as  those  laws  were,  it  seems 
impossible  to  doubt  they  must  have  occa- 
sioned the  consequences  which  followed 
upon  them,  and  which  they  were  intended 
to  produce. 

But,  Sir,  the  beneficial  effects  which 
resulted  from  that  system  are  equally  de- 
ducible,  from  a  consideration  of  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  was  founded  ;  one  simple 
proposition,  the  truth  of  which  cannot  be 
disputed,  formed  the  basis  of  the  plan ;  I 
mean^  that  undoubted  axiom,  that  self-in- 
terest is  the  source  of  all  production ;  that 
neither  corn  nor  any  thin^  else  can  be 
procured,  but  by  the  operation  of  that 
active  principle  working  upon  the  mind  of 
the  producer ;  and  that  the  more  scope  is 
given  to  it,  the  more  effectually  will  the 
public  be  served.  Nothing  more  strikingly 
exemplifies  this  position,  than  the  regular 
and  nicely- lAeasured  supply  of  food  to  the 
population  of  this  vast  metropolis:  the  un- 
interrupted operation  of  selfish  motives 
alone  miraculously  accomplishes  this  great 
work ;  it  is  the  certainty  of  market,  and 
an  adequate  reward,  which  attracts  to  this 
capital  every  thing  which  its  inhabitants 
require.  The  same  principle,  of  course, 
is  applicable  to  the  provision  of  food  fur 
our  entire  population.  The  corn  laws, 
inatured  and  settled  at  the  Revolution, 
were  obviously  founded  upon  it ;  they  in- 
ipired  with  full  confidence  of  uninterrupted 
reward  the  British  growers  of  corn ;  they 
held  out  to  them  the  possession  of  the 
borne  market,  and  taught  them  to  look  to 
all  the  other  markets  of  the  world ;  in 
short,  the  system  was  calculated,  by  of- 
fering bouDdle»s  prospects  to  their  view,  to 
produce  that  ardent  competition,  which 
will  always  produce  an  ample  supply  of 
any  article  wc  are  desirous  to  have  in 
abundance. 

I  know  it  will  be  said,  this  is  all  very 
true,  and  why  not  let  the  same  principle 
operate  upon  foreigners  as  well  as  upon 
British  subjects  ?  The  obvious  answer  is, 
because  they  are  foreigners;  and  the  fruit 
of  their  industry  is  subject  to  direction 
over  which  we  have  no  controul.  If  the 
character  of  mankind  could  be  altered, 
and  if  those  passions,  which  have  hitherto 
involved  nations  in  continual  hostility, 
could  altogether  subside,  and  just  views  of 
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policy  invariably  prevail,  then  indeed  tht 
case  would  appear  in  a  difierent  light;  bel 
till  then  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly  la 
allow  ourselves  to  be  dependent  «pon  fo^ 
reign  countries  for  any  considerable  pie- 
portion  of  that  which  is  necessiary  to  eoc 
existence.  In  the  article  of  food»  an  pa* 
interrupted  intercourse  is  less  likely  to  bt 
established  than  in  any  other;  the  prejiH 
dices  of  men  so  powerfully  operate  againit 
it,  that  it  is  only  in  modern  timea  the  ea* 
tire  freedom  of  the  corn  trade  baa.  heeo 
fully  accomplished  within  our  own  do* 
minions. 

The  present  system  of  oar  corn  lean  ii 
founded  upon  a  notion,  that  we  can  at  aoy 
time  derive  assistance  from  foreign  couh 
tries;  and  not  only  that,  but  that  we  cao 
command  it  exactly  to  the  extent  we  thiak 
is  desirable,  and  at  the  moment  we  fancy  it 
is  necessary.     In  order  to  do  thin,  we  go' 
to  work  to  find  out  what  is  called  a  liiir 
average  price  for  the  British  grower  in 
ordinary  seasons,  and  the  moment  that  if 
exceeded  our  ports  are  immediately  thrown 
open.     Now,  if  we  were  even  to  tupposd 
that  foreigners  enjoyed  an  Qninterraptcd 
liberty  of  free  export,  it  would  still  be  ah* 
surd  to  believe  they  would  always  have  a 
surplus  ready  for  the  supply  of  an  uncer* 
tain  demand.    They  are  not  more  likely 
to  have  a  constant' surplus  than  we  are^ 
unless  they  have  a  constant  demand  for  it* 
We  may  indeed  extract  a  portion  of  their 
food,  by  the  temptation  of  high  ^rice; 
and  if  our  average  demand  for  a  given 
number    of   years   produces  a  •  tonstaot 
market  for  them  to  a  given  extent,  tbcj 
will  soon  have  that  quantity  in  ordinary 
years  to  spare;    but,  beyond  that,   ibsy 
will  have  no  surplus,  and  even  that  average 
supply  is  always   liable  to  be  withhelil. 
In  the  mean  time,   what  is  the  efiect  of 
this  fallacious  system  upon  oar  own  agri- 
culture ?    This  uncertainty  of  marfcei,    it 
must  be'  recollected,  operates  upon  thou§ 
who  must  ever  provide  the  bulk  of  oar  ag- 
gregate   consumption;     it    damps    their 
spirits,  checks  their  exertions,  and  teachee^ 
them  to    confine    their    produce    rather 
within  the  limits  of  the  necessary  supply^ 
If  then  a  succession  of  different  seasons  at 
any  time  occurs,   which  experience  in* 
structs  us  to  expect,  we  find  ourselves  un* 
provided  for  the  occasion,  no  foreign  sap- 
plies  can   be  extracted  but  through  tbo 
operation  of  high  price,  and  the  nation 
becomes    exposed   to   great  distress    and 
dang<;r.     In  a  short  tinn*  our  agriculture, 
which  before  had  languished  from  the 
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caoies  I  hare  jost  mentlooed,  begins  to  l 
feel  the  influence  of  an  eager  demand,  the 
%  ibarket  price  rises  rapidly,  and  the  growers 
of  corn  for  a  time  experience  great  profits. 
In  spite  of  the  discouraging  nature  of  the 
laws,  unosaal  gains  excite  unusual  exer- 
tions, and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the 
aggregate  produce  of  the  kingdom  is 
largely  increased.  Profiu  now  again  de- 
cline, and  thus  ah  alternate  succession  of 
periods  follow  each  other;  in  one  of 
which  the  fkrmer  gains  more  than  an  ade- 
quate profit,  in  another  less.  I  know  Tery 
well  the  difference  of  seasons  must,  under 
all  circumstances,  render  uncertain  the 
produce,  as  well  as  profits  of  agriculture. 
But  it  is  this  very  uncertainty  we  should 
endeavour  to  guard  against ;  and  indispu- 
tably that  country  which  has  the  largest 
surplus  produce  will  suffer  least  from  this 
inevitable  variation  of  seasons.  The  only 
way  to  grow  a  surplus  in  ordinary  years  is 
to  promote  a  demand,  beyond  our  actual 
necessities,  for  the  food  of  our  own  popu- 
lation ;  and  this  is  effected  by  bounties  on 
exportation,  and  still  more  by  an  ex- 
tended home  consumption  of  grain.  The 
breweries,  the  distilleries,  and  the  quantity 
used  by  horses,  fortunately  occasion  in  this 
country  a  great  extra  demand;  and  the 
consequent  increased  production  essen- 
tially adds  to  our  means  and  resources  in 
time  of  need.  Few  countries  suffer  much 
in  ordinary  years ;  the  great  object  should 
be,  to  make  provision  against  the  incalcu- 
lable evils  of  a  real  scarcity. 

We  have  very  recently  experienced  that 
vicissitude  of  events  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  describe,  and  happily  for  us  the 
period  last  past  has  been  that  of  high 
prices  and  large  profits,  and  we  are'  in 
possession  of  the  plenty  which  they  have 
occasioned.  It  is  true  the  last  crop  was 
unusually  and  universally  productive,  but 
the  abundance  we  at  present  possess  is 
greatly  attributable  to  the  extended  and 
improved  tillage  of  every  part  of  the 
united  empire.  In  the  last  6ight  or  ten 
years,  in  consequence  of  causes  too  power- 
ful to  be  counteracted  by  the  baneful  ten- 
dency of  the  laws,  our  agriculture  has  ad- 
vanced with  rapid  strides,  larger  capitals 
have  been  devoted  to  it  than  foi'merly,  and 
the  science  as  well  as  practice  has  greatly 
imrproved. 

This  is  the  time  then  to  secure  the  ad- 
vantages we  have  thus  painfully  acquired ; 
the  sacrifice  to  accomplish  it  will  be 
trivial,  and  will  be  moat  amply  repaid. 
It  is  impossible,  indeed,  we  can  continue 
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long  to  enjoy  the  full  amount  of  ouf  own 
extended  and  improved  agriculture,  a^id 
receive  large  foreign  supplies  into  the 
bargain.  Such  an  idea  would  certainly 
be  most  preposterous ;  and  if  we  were  to 
endeavour  to  act  upon  it.  we  should  have 
sufficient  reason  in  a  very  few  years  deeply 
to  regret  our  folly.  The  path  we  ousht  to 
pursue  is  plain  before  us ;  we  should  re« 
vert  to  the  policy  of  the  Revolution  laws^ 
we  should  give  to  our  farmers  that  con« 
fidence  which  they  inspired,  and  thoa 
again  throw  off"  all  dependence  upon  fo« 
reign  countries. 

I  am  much  afraid  the  character  of  tho 
plan  now  under  consideration  is  too  inde* 
cisive  to  accomplish  this  great  object ;  it' 
resembles  too  nearly  the  measure.of  1773, 
and  every  subsequent  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture ;  it  affords  no  certainty  of  market  to 
the  British  grower,  and  no  security  against 
an  influx  of  foreign  corn.  He  certainly  will 
not  continue  his  late  exertions  under  the 
influence  of  the  regulations  we  are  now 
contemplating.  The  application  of  ca- 
pital to  agriculture  is  already  checked  ; 
and  if  the  profits  become  inadequate,  and 
the  markets  doubtful,  the  produce  will 
again  diminish  with  a*  rapidity  much  ex* 
ceeding  the  comprehension  or  belief  of 
those  who  have  no  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  The  first  consequence  of 
such  a  state  of  things  is.  to  put  a  stop  to 
all  those  essential  improvements  which 
require  any  considerable  expence;  the 
next  is  to  convert  a  spirited  and  liberal 
practice  into  a  saving  and  parsimonious 
system  of  farming  ;  and  the  difi*erence  of 
produce  between  the  one  and  the  other  if 
immense.  There  are  amongst  farmers,  at 
amongst  other  persons,  some  more  enter* 
prizing  than  others ;  one  class  get  monejr 
by  saving,  the  other  by  freely  embarking 
their  capital,  in  the  expectation  of  pro« 
portionate  returns.  It  may  be  doubtful 
which  in  the  end  put  the  most  money  into 
their  own  pockets ;  but  such  ta  the  ob* 
vious  effect  of  capital  applied  to  the 
growth  of  corn,  as  well  as  to  all  other  ma- 
nufactures, that  nobodv  can  doubt  which 
are  the  best  farmers  for  the  public.  It 
may  be  said,  that  at  all  times  it  must  be 
the  real  interest  of  the  farmers  to  grow  aa 
much  com  as  they  can  ;  but,  upon  a  mo- 
ment's reflection,  it  will  be  seen  that  that 
can  never  be  true,  as  persisting  by  unre- 
quited expences  to  overstock  the  market 
must  even  accelerate  their  own  destroc* 
tion.  Some  few  of  the  more  opulent  and 
adventurous  may.  for  a  time,  pursue  the 
(SN) 
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same  liberal  system^  expecting  a  speedy 
reiarn  of  pressing  demand  ;  but  they  will 
in  general  have  recourse  to  a  reduction  of 
expenditure  in  every  possible  way.  If 
they  still  continue  to  feel  the  loss  of  ade- 
quate returns  for  their  capital  and  indus- 
try, the}*^  will  give  up  a  portion  of  their 
land  to  pasture;  those  who  can  withdraw 
their  capital  will  do  so,  and  others  will  be 
ruined.  Such  is  the  course  we  shall  most 
unavoidably  go  through,  in  proportion  as 
fve  weaken  the  confidence  and  exertions 
of  the  British  farmers,  and  increase  our 
dependence  upon  foreign  countries. 

I  will  now  notice  some  observations,  or 
rather  misrepresentations,  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  ;  it  is  said^  they  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  profess  to  have  hi^h 
prices  for  their  object,  and  yet  to  make 
,  corn  cheap  ;  I  deny  that  hi^h  prices  either 
are  their  object,  or  8o  state!  in  the  Re- 
port ;  and  if  fairly  con<ulered,  their  rea- 
soning on  the  subject  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent and  correct.  They  say  that  hit^h 
prices,  or  in  other  words,  great  profits 
will,  in  the  nature  of  things,  produce  ex- 
traordinary exertions;  that  profits  at  one 
time  inadequate,  at  another  excessive,  are 
not  so  good  for  the  farmer  as  sufficient  and 
steady  profits;  and  that  steady  and  suf- 
ficient profits  will  not  only  produce  a 
•ufiicicnt  supply,  but  upon  the  whole 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  can  be  pro- 
cured by  any  attempt  to  press  down  the 
farmer's  gains  below  that  which  capital 
and  industry  employed  in  other  manufac- 
tures can  command.  In  looking  at  the 
prices  of  wheat  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
ire  shall  find  that  they  have  fluctuated 
from  42«.  to  1255.  a  quarter  ;  the  average 
of  the  whole  is  about  79«.  Now,  I  think 
it  is  quite  obvious,  that  an  average  price 
in  itself  much  lower,  if  not  compounded 
of  such  violent  extremes,  would  have 
been  considerably  better  for  the  farmer ; 
and  that  the  consumer  would  have  be- 
nefitted, there  can  be  no  possible  doubt. 

There  is  an  opinion,  I  believe,  enter- 
tained by  some  people,  that  this  kingdom 
is  incapable  of  growing  corn  enough  for 
the  CQnsumption  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
they  are  therefore  very  naturally  appre- 
hensive of  checking  the  importation  of 
foreign  supplies.  Such  an  idea  to  me  ap- 
pears very  extraordinary,  as  I  have  no  con- 
ception of  any  deficiency  of  means  to 
provide  amply  for  double  our  present  po- 
pulation :  indeed,  as  to  all  practical  pur- 
poses, I  can  sec  no  limit  to  our  possible 
production  but  thtt  limit  of  deiaand.    Let 
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those  who  antertaiii  such  fears  carry  their 
views  for  a  moment  over  the  extent  and 
situation  of  the  united   empire  of  Great 
Britain  and   Ireland,  over  the  millioos  of 
acres  yet  untouched,  and  the  millions  of 
acres  of  fine  land  hardly  producing   one- 
third  of  the  quantity  of  food   that  might 
be  drawn  from  them.^     Greatly   as   cue 
agriculture  is  improved  and  extended^  its 
limits  are  yet  contracted,  compared  as  well 
in  regard  to  the  science  itself,  as  the  cir* 
eolation  of  that  knowledge  we  have  al- 
ready acquired,  and  the  application  of  it 
to  the  kingilom  at  large.     Our  attention^ 
our  industry,  and  our    c&pital,  has,    no 
doubt,  in  late  years,  been  much  aitractetl 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ;  and  if  a  safl 
ficient  portion  of  the  vast  capital  we  can 
command  is  allowed  to  find  its  way  lo  this 
most    advantageous    employ nient»     there 
c  in  be  no  doubt  of  the  produce  of  our 
own  land  ketpincrpace  with  any  increas- 
ing demand.     They   would  have  done  so 
hitherto,    if  the  policy  of  the  last  fifty 
years  had  not  forcibly  directed  oar  na- 
tional exertions  to  m&nutactures  of  infe* 
rior  importance  ;t   for  if  we  look  to  tha 
table  of  exports  and  imports  since    1773, 
we   shall  see,   that  in   spite   of  tha   dis- 
couraging nature  of  the  sysitem  established 
at  that  time,  the  excess  of  our   imports 
gained  upon  us   by  very  slow  decrees; 
and  it  appears  to  me  impossible  to  doubt^ 
that  if  our  agriculture  had  not  been  checked 
by  the  pernicious  influence  of  those  laws, 
it  would,  from  that  moment  to  the  present 
time,  progressively   have  kept  pace  with 
the  increasing  demand   upon  it.     I   will 
not  now.  Sir,  detain  the  House  any  longer: 
I  have  endeavoured  to  confine  myself  to 
that  view. of  the  question  I  consider  the 
most  important ;  and  I  think  I  have  sue* 

*  It  is  perfectly  well  known,  that  large 
tracts  of  very  poor  land  in  Norftfik,  fur  in* 
stance,  by  means  of  judicious  cultivation, 
produce  a  larger  quantity  of  corn  and 
meat  than  the  same  number  of  acres  in 
many  other  countries  where  the  land  is  of 
the  best  quality. 

t  There  is  no  intention  here  to  under- 
rate the  value  of  our  manufactures,  nor 
is  any  doubt  entertained  of  the  imroensa 
influence  of  their  success  upon  the  prospe* 
rity  of  agriculture ;  the  observation  is 
meant  only  to  apply  generally  in  a  way 
which  is  never  disputed,  that  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  corn  (as  it  may  fairlr 
be  termed)  is  of  more  importance  than  all 
others. 
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ceeded  in  shewing,  that  howeTer  we  might 
depress  for  a  short  time  the  profit  of  our 
agricalture,  we  should  derive  no  perma- 
nent advantage  from  encouraging  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn.  It  is  indis- 
putably certain^  the  mure  we  draw  from 
foreigners^  the  less  we  shall  grow  of  our 
own ;  and  as  the  proportion  we  derive  from 
them  increases,  so  is  the  supply  of  oar 
food  within  the  absolute  controul  of  their 
respective  governments.  If  we  allow  our- 
selves to  become  annually  indebted  to 
them  for  a  material  portion  of  bur  suste- 
nance,  we  shall  certainly  sacrifice  our 
political  independence,  and  endanger  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Rot€  said,  the  principle  which  he 
had  always  maintained  was,  that  the 
grower  should  be  protected.  How  this 
could  be  done,  was  a  subject  for  enquiry ; 
and  what  he  complained  of  was,  that  they 
were  proceeding  without  havioff  sufficient 
information.  All  that^  he  asked  was,  that 
when  an  adequate  price  had  been  fixed 
for  the  protection  ot  the  grower,  importa- 
tion should  be  encouraged.  But  the 
prices  had  been  fixed  without  sufficient 
enquiry.  He  much  objected  to  free  trade; 
but  would  not  have  trade  free  in  one  way 
and  fettered  in  another.  An  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said,  that  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  investigation.  Why  then  should 
they  not  investigate  the  subject  ?  Wh^ 
not  investigate  it  immediately?  For  him- 
self, he  would  be  happy  if  a  committee 
were  appointed  to  proceed  in  the  inves- 
tigation to-morrow.  Certainly  the  pre- 
sent time  was,  of  all  others,  the  most  un- 
seasonable fur  a  change,  but  especially  for 
such  a  change  as  was  proposed.  He 
would  again  say,  that  he  most  cordially 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  that  the 
interests  of  the  grower  and  the  consumer 
could  not  be  separated. 

Mr.  HomerviM  anxious  to  shew  hit  rea- 
sons for  the  vote  he  should  give  to-night ; 
begging  this  only  to  be  kept  in  view,  that 
if  the  principle  of  preventing  the  importa- 
tion of  grain  was  to  be  adopted,  the  most 
effectual  mode  in  which  it  could  be  adopted 
was  the  best.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  had  failed  in  convincing 
him  that  there  was  any  occasion  for  de^ 
parting  from  that  system  in  regard  to  the 
corn  laws,  which  had  hitherto  prevailed. 
He  was  far  from  thinking  that  freedom  in 
any  trade  was  bad  in  itself,  or  that  such  a 
•ystem  was  impracticable  in  regard  to 
corn ;  but  be  thought  it  best  that  the  sys- 
tem now  in  practice  at  to  the  corn  trade 
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should  be  kept  in  view,  unless  reason** 
were  made  out  for  the  departure  from  it*' 
He  was  aware  thatcommerce  should  always 
give  way  to  higher  reasons  of  state :  but 
it  appeared  to  him  that  there  was  here  no 
such  reason ;  and,  in  addition,  it  also  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  present  was  the 
very  worst  season  for  proposing  any 
change  in  this  system.  He  could  not  help 
particularly  remarking  the  great  diffe- 
rence  of  opinion  that  prevailed  on  this 
second  resolution;  as  to  which,  no  two 
members  who  approved  of  it  concurred  in 
the  reasons  on  wliich  that  concurrence  waa' 
founded.  He  was  unwilling,  therefore,  to 
go  into  a  detail  of  his  reasons  why  b« 
wished  this  resolution  to  be  postponed. 
He  did  so,  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  manufactures  of  this  country, 
and  the  persons  in  foreign  markets  whom 
we  were  to  meet  with.— -He  thought  that 
this  resolution  ought  to  be  postponed,  not 
because  there  was  not  time  enough  to  con- 
sider it,  but  because  of  the  change  of  cir* 
cumstances  which  might  be  expected  to 
take  place  with  regard  to  our  foreign  rela« 
tions ;  and  because  there  was  not  now 
time  for  os  to  see  in  what  posture  the 
trade  of  this  country  as  to  our  foreign  re« 
lations,  was  likely  to  stand.  If  the  House 
were  to  postpone  this  part  of  the  sobjectj 
he  should  have  the  satisfaction  of  thinking, 
from  reflecting  on  the  Bill  which  had  been 
brought  in  this  day,  and  to  which  there 
was  likely  to  be  little  or  no  opposition  in 
any  quarter,  that  the  House  had  done 
enough  in  the  present  session  on  this  im* 
portant  subject,  in  the  recognition  of  the 
principle  of  a  free  trade  in  so  essential  a 
point.  If  that  Bill  was  to  be  maintained 
and  carried  through,  as  he  trusted  it  would, 
it  would  eventually,  he  hoped,  prove 
one  principal  part  of  the  trade  of  this 
country,  particularly  of  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  in  which  he  was  satined  every 
member  of  that  Hou<e  felt  a  deep  interest 
— Ireland. — ^That  there  was  no  danger 
that  supplies  of  corn  could  at  any  time  be 
withheld  from  us  when  we  required  tUem, 
he  argued  from  tbi«  consideration,  that  at 
the  very  period  when  our  enemy  had 
vowed  our  destruction— when  our  crops 
had  failed,  and  when  the  continenUl  sys- 
tem was  in  full  vigour,  we  were,  in  spiie  of 
that  system,  in  full  supply  of  corn.  If  so, 
what  reason  had  we  to  be  afraid  of  our 
agricultural  interesm  on  account  of  the 
cheapness  at  home  ?  It  was  impossible  that 
importation  could  ever  be  carried  to  such 
a  pitch  as  to  drive  out  oar  home  grown 
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corn.  The  cxpence  of  the  carriage  of  so 
balky  an  article  alone  must  always  render 
that  next  to  impossible  ;  added  to  which, 
there  was  the  expence  of  double  shipping 
from  the  one  country  to  the  other.  As  to 
the  agriculturist,  he  would  gain  just  no- 
thing at  all  from  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  and  as  to  poor  rates, 
there  would,  at  no  great  distance  of  time^ 
be  occasion  for  a  revision  of  them  ;  for  at 
present  they  could  be  regarded  in  no  other 
light  than  as  an  inefilcacious  and  circui- 
.  tous  way  of  paying  the  wages  of  labour. 
The  eztenaion  of  home  demand  and  home 
market,  was  the  true  stimulus  of  all  agri- 
cultural improfement.  He  concluded 
with  statin)^,  that  this  was  not  a  merely 
agricultural  country,  but  that  we  depended 
principally  on  our  commerce  and  manu- 
factures for  that  distinguished,  rank  and 
pre-eminence  which  we  held  in  the  scale 
of  nations;  and  he  therefore  thought  it  im- 
politic to  adopt  any  measure,  the  tendency 
of  which  might  be  ultimately  to  throw  dis- 
couragements on  the  commercial  pros- 
perity and  resources  of  the  country,  from 
an  exclusive  and  unwise  preference  of  our 
agricultural  interests. 

Mr.  Brand  argued  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
He  contended  that  the  competition  be- 
tween the  home  grower  of  corn  and  the 
foreign  importer  would  not  be  a  fair  one. 
The  cultivator  of  the  land  at  home  had  a 
Tery  heavy  tax  to  pay  before  he  could 
bring  his  corn  to  market.  It  was  the  laud 
that  paid  the  poor's  rates,  that  paid  the 
salaries  of  the  functionaries  of  religion  ; 
it  was  from  the  rents  of  the  land  that 
churches  were  built  and  roads  made. 
Would  then  the  foreign  importer  be  con- 
tent to  pay  half  the  cxpence  of  these,  in 
order  to  start  fair  in  the  market  with  the 
home  producer  of  corn?  The  effect  of  a 
free  and  unrestrained  importation  from 
foreign  markets  would  be,  to  throw  a  great 
proportion  of  the  arable  land  of  the  king- 
dom out  of  cultivation.  The  fanner  could 
not  aAbrd  to  grow  corn,  unless  he  could  be 
sore  of  a  certain  average  price  for  it. 
The  effect  of  this  diminished  growth  of 
corn  would  be,  to  render  us  unwisely  and 
unnecHSsarily  dependent  upon  foreign  na- 
tions fr  our  supply  of  this  necei^sary 
article  of  lite ;  and  the  ill  effects  of  such 
a  precarious  supply  we  had  already 
sufficiently  felt,  and  might  soon  i^^i 
again  with  ten- fold  force. 

.Mr.  Alicrcrombic  contended,  that  the 
high  price  of  corn  must  ultimately  raise 
the  price  of  labour  io  aaeqval  proportion; 
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the  measure  would  therefore  produce  an 
unfavourable  effect  on  our  manufacture^ 
when  brought  in  competition  with  those  of 
other  countries.  The  measure  hnd  also  a 
tendency  to  check  the  population  of  the 
country,  and  thus  strike  at  the  very  root 
and  sinews  of  our  strength.  The  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  were  the  beat  excite* 
ment  to  the  growth  of  corn ;  and  there 
never,  he  thought,  could  be  a  ivant  of 
encouragement  to  agriculture,  so  long  as 
we  retained  at  home  our  manufacturing 
population.  The  price  of  agricultural 
produce  had  got  so  high,  that  it  could  be 
considered  only  as  artificial,  arising  from' 
the  means  the  enemy  had  used  to  shut  us 
out  of  the  continent ;  and  any  attempt  to 
continue  this  unnatural  price  would  be  a 
great  want  of  policy.  If  they  were  ever 
to  revert  to  their  money  payments,  it  would 
be  hard  to  say  what  the  effect  of  such  a 
law  would  be.  He  said,  the  question  in 
his  mind  simply  was,  whether  it  waa 
better  for  the  interest  of  the  community  at 
large,  that  they  should  lay  this  prospec" 
tive  tax  on  the  consumer  of  com?  He 
called  upon  the  House  to  pause  before  they 
laid  on  this  additional  tax.  At  least*  time 
for  farther  inquiry  he  thought  absolutely 
necessary.  The  report  which  had  been 
brought  up  contained  information  and  de« 
tails  with  respect  to  Ireland  only ;  bal 
if  this  information  was  necessary  wilh 
respect  to  Ireland,  he  could  not  see  why 
it  was  not  equalJy  important  with  reaped 
to  England. 

Mr.  Hutkiuon  conceived,  that  the  ap» 
peal  which  had  been  made  by  a  noble  lord 
(lord  Archibald  Hamilton)  to  general  and 
abstract  principles  of  political  oeconomy 
totally  failed;  because  the  whole  of  our 
commercial  and  oeconomical  system  was  a 
system  of  artificial  expedients.  If  our  other 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  price  of 
commoditiesstood  upon  the  basisof  the  prin> 
ciples  of  a  free  trade,  then  there  could  be 
no  objection  to  leaving  our  agricultural 
productions  to  findj  their  own  lereL  But 
while  our  commerce  and  manufacturea 
were  encouraged  and  forced  by  protec* 
tions,  by  bounties,  by  restraints  on  impor« 
tation  from  abroad,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
the  laws  relating  to  the  growth  of  cent 
should  alone  form  an  exception  to  this 
general  watit  ef  system  in  almost  all  other 
respects.  The  examples  of  Holland*  Ham* 
burgh,  and  Venice,  which  had  been  al- 
luded to  by  the  noble  lord  in  support  el 
his  argument,  appeared  to  him  by  no  means 
in  point*    The  two  latteri  Hamburgh  aa^ 
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Veoice*  were  little  more  than  trading 
towns;  and  Holland  did  not  contain  a 
sixth  part  of  the  arable  land  which  there 
was  in  this  country.  Holland  might  al- 
ways derive  a  supply  of  corn,  either  from 
this  country  if  she  were  at  war  with  the 
continent,  or  from  the  continent  if  she 
were  at  war  with  this  country ;  but  we 
might  be  so  situated  as  to  be  entirely  shut 
out  from  any  foreign  supply.  He  thought 
this  an  e?il  of  greater  magnitude  than 
some  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine.  The 
proportion  of  corn  imported  had  hitherto 
been  indeed  only  one  thirty-fifth ;  but  it 
might  come,  if  proper  measures  were  not 
taken  to  encourage  the  home  cultivation, 
to  be  in  the  proportion  of  one- tenth,  or 
even  one- fifth.  Nothing  could  be  more 
dangerous  to  the  safety  and  tranquillity  of 
the  country^  than  by  accustoming  it  to  a 
regular  ana  extensive  importation  of  grain 
from  abroad,  to  expose  it  to  all  the  eVSls 
which  most  in  that  case  result  from  a  sodden 
stoppage,  or  even  diminution,  of  the  im* 
port ;  whether  that  stoppage  or  diminution 
might  arise  from  actual  scarcity,  or,  which 
in  some  cases  would  probably  occur,  from 
political  and  hostile  motives.  The  effect 
of  the  consequent  variation  of  price  on  the 

Soorer  classes  would  be  in  the  highest 
egree  injurious.  He  owned,  that  it  would 
be  well  if  those  classes  could  be  taught  so 
much  providence  as  to  ceconomise  when 
the  necessaries  of  life  were  cheap,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  meet  a  period  of  dearth ; 
but  as  this  was  more  than  could  be  expected 
from  human  nature,  it  became  the  auiy  of 
the  legislature  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  would  preserve  as  nearly  as  possible  an 
even  supply.  To  efiect  this  desirable  ob- 
ject, the  resolution  proposed  by  the  hon. 
baronet  seemed  admirably  calculated ; 
and  he  trusted,  that  neither  the  hon. 
baronet,  nor  any  other  hon.  gentleman 
would  be  deterred  from  supporting  it,  by 
any  popular  clamour  thai  might  exist  on 
the  subject.  No  one  could  suspect  that  his 
approbation  of  tbe  resolution  arose  from 
any  personal  bias  lo^fvards  what  was  called 
the  landed  interest.  Several  other  hon. 
gentlemen,  who  bad  maintained  the  expe- 
diency of  the  resolotioo,  were  Aimilarly 
situated ;  all  which  distinctly  proved,  that 
the  resolution  was  recommended  not  by 
any  partial  or  selfish  feelings,  but  by  con- 
aideratinns  of  sound  and  general  policy. 
Adverting  to  the  agricoltore  of  Ireland,  be 
contended,  that  tbe  effect  of  tbe  resolution 
would  be  materially  to  encourage  it;  and 
this  wu  a  atroog  additional  indnccmtnt 


with  him  to  Tote  for  its  pasaing  into  a  legis- 
lative enactment. 

Mr.  ManyaU  expatiated  on  the  advan- 
tages of  our  various  institutions,  and  on 
the  benefits  derived  from  the  nice  balance 
of  contending  interests  in  the  country.  If 
any  one  of  these  interests  were  to  obtain  a 
decided  preponderance,  the  result  would 
be,  the  destruction,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
the  other  interests,  and  ultimately  of  it- 
self. This  was  the  danger  he  apprehended 
from  the  Kesolutiou  proposed  by  tbe  hon* 
baronet.  If  by  its  influence  grain,  and 
with  grain  the  other  necessaries  of  life, 
were  rendered  more  expensive,  or  even 
kept  up  at  their  present  price,  the  agri- 
culturist and  landholder  might  at  present 
benefit;  but  the  artisan  and  manufacturer, 
doomed  to  compete  with  countries  to 
which  the  cheapness  of  food  must  give  ex- 
traordinary advantages,  would  be  compel- 
led to  emigrate ;  and  eventually  tbe  landed 
interest  would  suffer  in  the  general  ruin* 

Mr.  Fosrrr  said,  that  when  the  amend* 
ment  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  should  be 
disposed  of,  he  would  move  the  re-com- 
mitment of  the  Resolution,  in  order  to  pr<^ 
pose  as  an  amendment,  instead  of  any 
duty,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  graiip 
altogether,  up  to  that  price  at  which  the 
duty  was  to  cease  according  to  the  ori^ 
.  ginal  ResoKition. 

Mr.  JhiHheroe  warmly  opposed  the  Be- 
solution^  He  adverted  to  the  opposition 
which  be  and  some  other  hon.  gentlemen 
had  given  last  session  to  the  Report  made 
by  the  committee  on  this  subject— a  Re« 
port  which  he  declared  was  full  of  crudities, 
and  tbe  avowed  object  of  which  was  to 
raise  the  price  of  corn  [Coughing,  and 
cries  of  No !  No !].  He  repeated  it,  that 
the  avowed  object  of  tbe  Report  was^  to 
raise  the  price  of  corn ;  and  he  would  not 
be  deterred  by  any  high  tone  assumed  ia 
that  House,  from  speaking  his  sentimentib 
and  advocating  tbe  cause  of  his  consti- 
tuents, who  would  be  seriously  injured  by 
the  proposed  regulations. 

Sir  H.  PanitU  observed,  that  the  hon* 
gentleman  moat  hav^read  the  Report  to 
which  he  alluded  very  imperfectly,  to  as- 
sert that  it  abounded  with  crudities,  and 
that  the  avowed  object  of  it  was  to  raisa 
the  price  of  grain.  Neither  of  these  al- 
legations was  well  founded ;  and  the  boo. 
gentleman  ought  to  be  more  cautious  how 
e  spoke  of  the  labours  of  a  select  com- 
mittee of  that  House,  many  of  whom  ware 
men  of  the  highest  political  attainmenia 
and  discrimination. 
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Mr.  Protheroe  said,  that  he  should  be 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  ot  con- 
vincing the  hon.  baronet  of  the  accuracy 
of  his  character  of  tlie  Report. 

TbcHouse  then  divided  — 
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For  the  Amendment 
Against  it       ..    -    - 
Majority     -     -     - 


-  27 

-  Ui 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  Reso- 
lution was  then  ordered  to  be  recommitted 
next  day,  with  a  view  to  the  introduction 
of  his  amendment ;  and  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday t  May  17. 

DuLwicH  College  Petition.]  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  adverted  to  the  Petition 
upon  the  table  against  certain  enactments 
in  the  Dulwich  College  Bill ;  and  on  the 
ground,  principalIy,ofitscontainingmatter 
of  which  he  was  not  sufficiently  aware  in 
the  first  instance, — he  should  move  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Petition. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  he  certainly 
had  no  objection  to  the  Petition  being 
withdrawn:  whatever  objections  he  felt 
were  to  its  being  received.  He  could 
not  help  remarking,  that  a  clamour  was 
industriously  raised  against  die  ^ili  now 
before  the  House.  The  Petition  which 
his  noble  friend  moved  to  have  withdrawn 
alleged,  that  the  petitioners  were  inte- 
rested in  the  College  of  Dulwich ;  because, 
being  of  the  name  of  Alleyne,  they  were 
eligible  to  the  situation  of  wardens  and 
masters ;  that  was  the  same  interest  in  the 
College,  that  all  persons  eligible  to  be  so 
appointed  had  in  other  colleges.  Such 
was  one  of  the  things  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners complained,  and  the  reason  stated 
for  their  being  heard  by  counsel:  it  was 
not  stated,  that  the  present  Bill  so  affected 
their  interests,  but  that  an  Act  passed  some 
time  ago  had  affected  their  interests. 
That  Act  was  one  which  was  allowed  to 
have  materially  benefited  the  interests  of 
Dulwich  College.  The  Petition,  he  also 
remarked,  went  to  cast  a  reflection,  for 
which  there  was  far  from  existing  any 
fffound,  not  only  upon  those  who  came 
forward  on  the  occasion,  but  upon  some  of 
the  besicharacterstobefound  in  the  history 
of  the  country;  involving  wiih  respect  to 
them,  a  charge,  by  implication,  no  less 
than  the  subornation  of  perjury.  He  must 
naturally  be  pleased  at  hearing  such  a  pe- 


tition was  to  be  withdrawn,  which  teemed 
to  reflect  in  such  a  manner  upon  those  who- 
were  only  actuated  by  a  sincere  wi^  to 
promote  the  real  interests  of  the  Collcgt 
in  question. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  explaoatioB, 
stated  the  way  in  which  the  Petition  camt 
into  his  hands.  He  seemed  to  admit  that 
part  of  the  language  of  the  Petition  alluded 
to  by  his  noble  friend,  might  be  lo  con- 
strued, though  they  did  not  strike  him  lo^ 
nor  did  he  think  such  a  reflection  was 
meant  to  be  cast  by  the  petitioners;  but 
as  he  deemed  it  so  far  improper,  he  was 
inclined  to  propose  its  being  withdrawn. 

The  Petition  being  so  ordered,  his  grace 
then  presented  another  Petition  for  the 
same  object  as  the  former;  but  drawn  up^ 
he  said,  in  an  unobjectionable  manner; 
which,  being  read,  was  on  the  motion  of 
the  noble  duke  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Dulwich  College  Bill.  His  grace 
then  moved,  that  the  statutes  relating  t# 
Dulwich  College  should  be  laid  before  the 
House. — Ordered. 
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Tuesday,  May  17. 

East  India  Company.]  Mr.  Crtevey 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  the 
production  of  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Controul,  to  Robert  lliomtOD« 
esq.  chairman  of  the  East  India  Company, 
dated  the  12th  January  last,  on  the  subject 
of  continuing  the  pensions  which  had 
been  granted  during  the  existence. of  the 
late  Act;  particularly  one  of  5,000/.  per 
annum  to  lord  Wellesley,  and  another  to 
Warren  Hastings,  esq.  which  were  now 
expired.  In  consequence  of  this  expira« 
tion,  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Controul 
had  thought  proper  to  write  this  letter; 
not  merely  recommending  the  continu* 
ance  of  the  pensions,  but  even  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  an  increase.  His  reason 
for  moving  for  the  letter  was  this— -he  con* 
ceived  that  lord  Buckinghamshire  had 
acted  in  violation  both  of  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Act  for  continuing  the  charter 
of  the  East  India  Company.  There  was  a 
clause  both  in  the  present  and  last  AcK, 
which  expressly  stated  that  no  increase  of 
pensions  should  be  granted  by  the  East 
India  Company  to  their  servants,  wi-hoat 
the  ratification  of  such  increase  by  the 
Board  of  Controul.  The  function  of  the 
Board  of  Controul  was  thus  limited  to  the 
approval  or  disapproval  of  the  increase  j 
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but  it  possessed  no  power  to  propose  any 
measure  of  the  kind.  In  this  be  concei?ed 
lord  Buckinghamshire  had  been  guilty  of 
a  violation  of  the  act  of  parliament.  It 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  highly  improper 
if  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Controul 
were  to  possess  not  only  the  power  of  con- 
trouling  the  directors  of  the  Company, 
and  the  prerenting  any  misapplication  of 
their  funds,  but  also  that  of  dictating  the 
course  which  the  East  India  Company 
ought  to  follow.  But  if  it  was  improper 
that  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Controul 
should  dictate  to  the  Company  in  the  case 
of  an  increase  of  pension  to  their  serrants, 
how  much  more  so  was  it  in  the  case  of 
servants  of  the  crown,  who  had  been  in 
the  situation  which  he  then  filled  ?  In  this 
letter  lord  Buckinghamshire  stated,  that 
the  late  lord  Melville  died  much  in 
debt;  and  that  bis  son,  from  the  most 
honourable  principles,  bad  taken  upon 
himself  the  payment  of  those  debts,  and 
he  recommended  that  they  should  grant 
him  20,000/.  to  assist  him  in  that  object- 
that  is,  he  begged  the  Company  to  give  to 
another  minister  of  the  crown,  at  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty,  a  sum  to  pay  bis  father's 
debts.  In  consequence  of  this  letter, 
notice  had  been  given  of  a  notion  for  the 

frant  of  the  sums  so  recommended.  Now 
e  conceived  this  to  be  a  gross  violation 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  lord  Buckingham- 
shire. If,  however,  he  was  mistaken  in 
this  opinion,  he  thought  that  the  evil  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  some  altera- 
tiun  of  the  Act.  It  was  indeed  astonishing 
to  see  how  the  Board  of  Controul  had 
gradually  grow<>  .up  to  its  present  conse- 
quence. \Vben  first  proposed  by  Mr. 
Pitt  in  17»4',  it  was  stated  as  a  recom- 
mendation by  him,  that  the  members  of 
the  board  would  do  their  duty  without 
salary,  and  that  they  should  have  no 
patronage.  The  salary  of  the  president, 
however,  had  been  first  issued  at  2,000/. 
a  year,  and  afterwards  raised  to  5,000/. 
Instead  of  having  no  patronage,  it  turned 
out  on  the  late  enquiry,  that  the  president 
of  the  Board  of  Controul  possessed  a  patro- 
nage equal  in  value  to  that  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  East  India  Company ;  and  at 
last  the  president  had  ventured  on  sending 
a  message  to  the  Company,  recommending 
them  to  grant  20,000/.  towards  paying  the 
debts  of  another  minister's  father.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  moving. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Buckingham- 
shiroj  first  commissioner  for  the  affairs  of 


India,  to  Robert  Thornton,  esq.  chairman 
of  the  East  India  Company,  dated  the  12th 
of  January  IShh  upon  the  subject  of 
expired  pensions  under  the  East  India 
Company. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  of  opinion,  that  no  fair 
parliamentary  ground  had  been  stated  for 
the  publication  of  the  paper  in  question^ 
and  that  any  discussion  at  present  would 
be  as  premature  as  it  was  unprecedented. 
The  letter  was  of  a  private  nature,  merely 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  taking  certain 
matters  into  consideration.  The  president 
could  only  act  officially  with  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  not  with  the  court  of  direc* 
tors ;  and  the  letter  could  impose  no  duty 
either  upon  the  directors  or  upon  the  pro* 
prietors.  The  hon.  gentleman,  however, 
seemed  to  regard  the  letter  somewhat  in 
the  light  of  a  message  from  the  throne, 
upon  which  it  was  incumbent  to  come  to 
some  resolution.  That  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors should  be  anxious  to  testify  their 
sense  of  the  merits  of  the  late  lord  Mel- 
ville, could  be  matter  of  surprise  to  none 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  important 
services  he  had  rendered  to  the  East  India 
Company.  « 

Sir  Mark  Wood  fully  concurred  with 
the  last  speaker.  Though  he  himself  had 
never  received  any  personal  favour  from 
the  late  lord  Melville ;  yet  so  highly  did 
he  estimate  his  services  to  the  East  India 
Company,  that,  if  no  other  gentleman 
should  bring  forward  a  proposition  upon 
the  subject,  he  himself  should,  in  the  court 
of  proprietors,  move  for  a  further  remune- 
ration to  the  late  lord  Melville.  • 

Mr.  Hotoorth  contended,  that  the  letter 
could  only  be  understood  to  be  a  public 
recommendation  by  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Controul,  and  that  it  was  meant 
unduly  to  influence  the  court  of  proprie- 
tors. He  was  informed,  he  feared  too 
credibly,  that  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Controul  bad  been  long  suspended;  and 
that  all  power,  patronage,  and  influenca 
was  absorbed  by  the  president.  The  letter 
in  question  was  i^  direct  vioUtion  of  the 
act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  T.  Courienqy  aaid,  the  hon.  member, 
in  proving  that  the  letter  did  not  bear  the 
sanction  of  the  board,  proved  that  it  waa 
actually  private.  He  denied,  that  the 
convening  of  the  board  was  dispensed 
with;  and  said,  be  never  signed  any  paper 
without  the  requisite  number  of  signatures 
by  members  of  the  Board  of  ControoL 
The  letter,  he  contended,  was  strictly 
private.    A  doubt  had  arisen  relative  to 
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the  expiration  of  the  Act  regarding  pen- 
sions; and  upon  this  a  conversation  took 
place  between  his  noble  friend  and  the 
chairman  of  the  court  of  directors.  His 
noble  friend,  with  the  frankness  which 
distinguished  his  character,  communicated 
the  same  opinion  in  his  letter,  which  he 
had  expressed  in  the  conversation  that  had 
taken  place.  He  denied,  that  the  hon. 
gent,  (Mr.  Creevey)  had  at  all  entered  into 
the  merits  of  the  letter  itself«  and  therefore 
be  had  laid  no  sufficient  grounds  for  its 
production. 

Lord  A,  HamiUon  insii^ted  that  the  letter 
ought  to  be  produded,  whether  the  House 
considered  the  person  by  whom  it  was  sent, 
him  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  or  the  sub- 
ject comprised  in  it.  If  it  were  indeed  a 
private  letter,  there  was  still  stronger 
ground  in  his  view  for  laying  it  before  par- 
liament ;  because  it  must  be  taken  to  be  a 
clandestine  communication,  intended  to 
produce  the  efi^ct  of  a  public  and  official 
interference. 

Mr.  Creev^,  in  reply^  observed,  that  he 
believed,  he  had  laid  an  ample  parlia- 
nentary  ground  for  his  motion,  when  he 
had  shewn  that  the  letter  was  in  contra- 
vention of  a  statute  passed  by  the  House. 
As  for  the  Board  of  Controul,  the  places  of 
most  of  the  commissioners  were  mere  sine- 
cures: while  he  was  secretary  to  it  for 
fourteen  months,  not  one  meeting  had  been 
held  for  purposes  of  deliberation,  and  he 
had  understood  and  believed  that  for  22 
years  previous  the  same  neglect  had  been 
exhibited.  The  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
had  been  long,  longer  than  any  man  in 
parliament,  in  the  enjoyment  of  one  of 
these  sinecures ;  and  Mr.  Creevey  wished 
to  know  whether  he  had  ever  voted  at  any 
(oard  when  any  subject  for  deliberation 
had  been  discussed  ? 

Mr.  Wallace  replied^  without  hesitation^ 
that  he  had. 

Mr.  Creevey  expressed  his  astonishment : 
he  would  venture  to  say,  that  he  had  never 
voted  more  than  once  on  such  an  occasion. 

Mr.  IVallace  observed  that,  upon  recol- 
lection,  he  could  not  say  that  he  had  voted 
even  once  in  his  life  at  a  board  (a  laugh) ; 
but  be  had  given  in  his  opinion.  He  re- 
membered one  board,  however,  when 
there  was  a  vast  deal  of  discussion,  but 
nothing  was  done.  The  established  prac- 
tice was,  to  circulate  the  papers  which 
they  had  to  consider  (and  which  were  very 
voluminous],  and  take  the  opinion  of  each 
member  in  writing. 

Mr.  SulU^m  said»  that  the  letter  was 
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surely  meant  to  operate  in  aome  wsy  eft 
other.  At  present,  however,  be  did 
not  conceive  it  to  be  tangible,  nor  did 
he  know  in  what  quarter  an  application 
could  be  made  for  its  productioii*  It 
would  be  better  to  wait  to  see  what  would 
follow'. 

Mr.  Creevey,  The  letter  is  in  the  Indian 
hou9e,  and  has  been  printed. 

Mr.  Whitbread.     If  we  were  to  wait  Ibff 
what  might  follow  from  the  letter,  gentle- 
men who  opposed  the  publication  might 
easily  prevent  any  thiAg  from   following. 
The  letter  could  with  no  face  be  said  to  be 
private.    It  bad  been  read   at    a  public 
meeting ;  and  it  appeared  from  the  speech 
of  an  hon.  baronet   (sir  M.  Wood)  that 
upon  him  at  least  it  had  prodoced  tome 
effect.    It  would  seem,  from  the  langoage 
of  some  hon.  gentlemen,  that  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire could    at  one  time   molve 
himself  into  a  private  individual,  and  at 
another  into'  president  of  the  Board  of 
Controul.    One  thing,  it  appeared  pretty 
plainly^  he  could  not  do ;  and  that  was,  to 
put  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wal- 
lace] upon  the  India  Company  proprietary. 
It  would  seem,  that  no  boards  were  anen- 
bled,  but  that  all  the  business  was  done 
either  by  the  |Jiresident  or  by  the  secretary. 
The  practice  had  been  to  convert  letten^ 
to  the  publication  of  which  there  were  ob- 
jections, into  private  communications;  the 
House  of  Commons,  however,  had  some* 
times  decided  that  those  letters  were  pnb* 
lie;   and  your  authority.  Sir,  (said  Mr. 
Whitbread,    addressing    the  Speaker,)  I 
make  no  doubt,  will  quickly  cause  the 
letter  in  question  to  be  produced.    He 
had  heard,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to 
vouch  for  the  fact,  that  a  sheet  of  blank  ^ 
paper  had  been  put  over  documents  that ' 
were  to  be  signed,  and  that  the  signature 
had  been  affixed  at  the  end  of  the  blank. 

Mr.  Sullivan  again  expressed  a  wish,  that 
the  hon.  mover  would  wait  till  soaiething 
should  be  done  in  consequence  of  the 
letter. 

Mr.  Creevey,  It  is  my  object  that 
nothing  may  be  done  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  House  then  divided,  and  the  num- 
bers were— For  Mr.  Creevey'smotiony2S; 
Against  it,  tf2 ;  Majority  against  the 
motion,  59. 

List  of  the  Minority* 

Barnard,  lord  Crordon,  R. 

Brand,  hon.  T.  Grenfell,  P. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  Homer,  F. 

Combe,  H.  Howorth,  U. 

Grant,  J.  P.  Hammenley,  H. 


SS9] 

Lemon,  sir  W. 
Milton,  lord 
Macdonald,  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
O'Hara,  C. 
rhUlips,  G. 
Paroell,  sir  H. 
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Ridley,  sir  M. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Smith,  W. 
Western,  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 

Tellers. 
Crecvey,  T. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
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Child  Stbalino  Bill.]     Mr.  W,  Smiik, 
in  mofing  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
punish  the  crime  of  Child  Stealing,  ob- 
serred,  that  it  was  singular,  that  this  of- 
fence, though  there  was  none  of  mater 
enormity,  was  not  at  all  punished  by  the 
existing  law,  unless  in  those  cases  where 
the  person  stealing  a  child  could  be  con- 
TJcied   of   stealing   its    clothes.    It  was 
surely  a  great  blot  on  the  statute  book, 
that  a  man  might  steal  a  child  with  impu- 
nity, though  be  could  not,  without  pu- 
nishment, take  the  shoes  from  that  child. 
And,  he  believed,  so  far  was  the  system 
carried,  that  the  judge  always  directed  a 
jury,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  if  any  doubt 
were  entertained  as  to  the  person  accused 
intending  merely  to  steal  the  child,  and 
not  the  clothes  (that  is,  intending  to  com- 
mit the  greater  and  not  the  less  ofience), 
that  then  they  must  acquit  him.    There 
were  three  different  motives  for  the  stealing 
of  children— 'First,  as  was  most  commonly 
the  case,  for  the  sake  of  the  clothes.     In 
that  case  the  party  rarely  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  uke  the  infant  far  from  the 
place  where  the  theft  was  committed,  and 
It  was  allowed  to  find  its  way  back  as  well 
as  it  could.    He  recollected  a  case  that 
happened  a  few  years  ago,  where  a  child 
was  stolen  from  a  professional  gentleman, 
who  resided  in  Westminster.    That  child 
was  stripped,  and  left  under  one  of  the 
arches  of  Westminster-bridge,  on  a  snowy 
and  inclement  day,  when  the  tide   was 
flowing^.     From  this  situation  it  contrived 
to  extricate  itself.     It  ascended  the  steps, 
and  caught  hold  of  the  legs  of  a  person 
who  happened  to  be  there,  and  who  re- 
stored it  to  its  parent.    This  instance  he 
stated,  to  shew  how  hardened  those  crimi- 
nals   were  who   addicted  themselves   to 
child-stealing.     The   offender  was    con- 
victed in  that  case,  because  be  had  stolen 
the  child's  clothes,  and  sentence  was  passed 
on  him ;  but,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  he  af- 
terwards received  a  pardon.     Another  mo- 
tive for  stealing  a  child  was,  that  it  might 
be  reared  up  as  the  offspring  of  another. 
A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  a  few  years 
a^,  and  a  Mrt.  Delow  was  uied  for  the 
offence. ^Now,  even  tboogh  tha  litoation 
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of  the  fictitious  parents  was  more  com- 
fortable than  that  of  the  real  ones,  and» 
therefore,  the  child  thus  improperly  car* 
ried  away,  would,  perhaps,  be  introduced 
into  a  line  of  life  better  than  that  from 
which  it  was  taken,  still  this  did  not  paV* 
liate  the  crime,  any  more  than  the  argu- 
ment formerly  used,  that  the  negroes  wer« 
taken   from  the  miseries  of  their  native 
country,  to  talste  of  happiness  in  the  West 
Indies,   justified   the  Slave  Trade.     But 
there  was  a  still  worse  case  than  either  of 
these— that    was,    where    children   were 
stolen  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,  either 
to  be  carried  about,  for  years,  to  excite 
charity,  as  common   beggars,    or  to  be 
educated  to  those  trades  (chimney-sweepers 
for  instance]  in  which  children  were  still 
employed.     Those    who    committed   an 
offence  of  this  aggravated  description,  m 
consequence  of  this  defective  state  of  the 
law,    must  now  be  acquitted.    He    had 
stated  his  intention  of  remedying  this  de- 
fect to  several  learned  gentlemen  of  great 
weight  and  authority,   all  of  whom  ex- 
pressed their  approval  of  the  measure.     A 
few  years  ago,  a  Bill  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion was  brought  in  by  an  hun.  friend  of 
his.     It  passed  through  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  and,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  ad- 
vanced  to  a  third   reading—from    some 
neglect  or  other,  it  was  not  moved  through 
that  stage,  and,  in  consequence,  the  mea- 
sure was  lost;  and,  for  some  private  rea- 
sons, his  hon.  friend  declined  introducing 
the  Bill  again.     Not  being  aware  of  any 
opposition,  he  would  move-^'  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  Child  Stealing.'' 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  said,  that  his  hon.  friend  deserved 
the  warmest  approbation,  for  having  pro- 
posed a  measure  which  vv>uld  cover  a  class 
of  criminal  cases  most  offensive  to  human 
nature,  and  which  were  not  hitherto  pro- 
vided for.  With  respect  to  the  directions 
given  by  the  judges  to  acquit  culprits  of 
this  description,  they  had  merely  done  it 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  letter  of  the 
law ;  at  the  same  time  that  they  did  vio- 
lence to  their  feelings-*and  deeply  la- 
mented the  defective  state  of  the  criminaL 
code.  Such  inconveniences  arose  from  the 
present  situation  of  the  law.  Looking 
upon  child-stealing  as  a  crime  disgraceful 
to  the  country  at  large,  and  as  one  of  the 
blackest  in  the  black  catalogue  of  human 
offences,  he  heartily  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  P^l  intimated  a  wish  that  the  BUI 
should  be  extended  to  Ireland. 

(8  0) 
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Mr.  W.  Smiih  agreed  to  the  suggestion. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill ;  which  was  shortly  afterwards  brouf^ht 
up  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and  read  a  first 
time. 

Roman  Catholics.]  Sir  JoAn  Cox  Hip' 
pisley  rose,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice   he 
had  formerly  given,  to  move  for  certain 
papers  which  tended  to  elucidate  parti- 
cular points  of  discipline  in  the  Catholic 
church.     He  should  be  sorry  to  bring  any 
thing    under   the    consideration    of    the 
House,  that  could  lead  to  a  discussion  on 
the  Catholic  claims;    if  certain   circum- 
stances, which  had   recently  occurred  in 
the  sister  kingdom,  had  not,  in  some  mea- 
sure, rendered  such  a  course  necessary. 
The  observations,  however,  which  he  in- 
tended to  make,  should  only  be  with  re- 
ference to  the  papers  for  which  he  was 
about  to  move.    Gentlemen  would  recol- 
lect, that,  in  the  course  of  the  last  session, 
he  moved  for  a  rariety  of  documents,  all 
of  which  were  not  printed.    They  con- 
tained information  with  respect  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Catholic  church  on  the  con- 
tinent, as  well  as  in  Canada,  Malta,  and 
other  places  connected  with  his  Majesty's 
dominions.     One  of  the  papers  he  ilaoved 
for  at  that  time  was  not  printed ;  and  he 
should  now  move  that  it  be  printed,  be- 
cause it  tended  to  shew  the  code  of  regula- 
tions which  was  necessary  on  two  great 
points ;    first,  with  respect  to  the  inter- 
ference of  the  crown  in  the  appointment 
of  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  the  united 
kingdom ;  and  next,  as  to  the  supervision 
of   such   rescripts  as  might  be  received 
from  Rome,  by  any  person  in  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland.     There  was  another  part 
of  this    paper,  which  related  to  matter 
of  a    graver  nature — and,  reflecting  on 
what  had  occurred  in  the  sister  kingdom, 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  subject  to  which  it  re- 
ferred ;  namely,   the  society  of  Jesuits. 
Gentlemen  would  call  to  mind  what  had 
fallen  from  him,  on  a  former  occasion, 
with  reference  to  this  very  subject.     A 
doubt  was,  he  believed,  at  that  time  en- 
tertained, as  to  the  existence  of  the  sect  of 
Jesuits ;  but  that  doubt  no  longer  existed. 
Now,  it  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  that 
nearly  30,000/.  had  been  remitted  from 
Rome  to  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
inglands.  Of  that  money  16,000/.  had  been 
laid  out  in  buying  a  place  called  Castle 
Browne;    and,  on    the    scite    of  Castle 
Browne,  a  building  had  been  erected^  ai  a 
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seminai^y,  v^hich  was  under  theiiipiBrin. 
tendence  of  a  professed  Jesuit.  A  gen- 
tleman of  the  name  of  Browne*  well 
known  in  the  literary  world,  had  writtCB 
very  largely,  within  a  short  period*  in  de> 
fence  of  the  Jesuits.  He  eulogised  tint 
body  very  highly — he  spoke  of  their 
having  establishments  in  Rasun  aid 
Naples— and  stated,  that  ybnng  men  were 
sent  from  this  country  to  the  society  at 
Naples  for  their  education— that  Uiey 
were  there  ordained*— and  tefterwardi  re- 
turned to  the  united  kingdom.  ,  On  the 
subject  of  an  oath,  Mr.  Browne  ob- 
served, that  he  differed  from  the  commoa 
construction  of  that  obligation.  He  held 
it  to  be  *  secundum  intentioneiki  depo- 
nentis,'  and  not  '  secundum  intentlonem 
juramenti.'  This  gentleman  argued  Tery 
strenuously,  that  the  order  of  Jeauita 
ought,  if  possible,  to  be  established  in 
every  part  of  Europe.  On  the  adbject  of 
the  introduction  of  the  order  into  I^landt 
he  had  received  a  letter,  fully  confirming 
the  fact,  from  which  he  would  rtfad  mu 
extract : — "  It  is,''  said  the  writer,  ««  a 
plain  fact,  that  the  society  of  Jemita^haTe 
purchased  Castle  Browne,  and  are  about 
to  establish  themselves  among  us.  What 
their  object  is,  I  know  no  more  thftui  yofi 
do ;  for  they  are  not  remarkable  for  dis- 
closing their  designs.  There  is,  howterer* 
quite  enough  to  alarm  the  British  wdrld*** 
This  letter  was  very  lately  received  fimm 
Ireland,  and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay 
it  before  the  House.  Knowing  the  re- 
strictions that  were  placed  on  the  Catholic 
clergy  in  non-Catholic,  and  even  in  Ca- 
tholic countries,  it  was  for  the  Hooae  to 
mark,  with  serious  attention,  the  novd 
spectacle  of  synods,  composed  of*Celh6lic 
bishops  and  Catholic  priests,  establitted* 
he  would  say,  contrary  to  law»  in  Ireland. 
He  knew  many  gentlemen  difierad  from 
him  in  opinion  that  they  were  contrary  to 
law,  but  still  he  felt  himself  warranted  In 
making  the  assertion.  Surely  ha  need  not 
point  out  the  danger  of  such  auembliei^ 
sitting  from  time  to  time,  and  proponndiBg 
measures  which  were  aflerwards  to  be  die* 
cussed  in  parliament.  Those  who  hid 
read  the  Dublin  papers  lately  would  per* 
ceive  that  he  was  not  distorting  facta.  In 
those  papers  they  were  told  what  the 
clergy  were  about  to  do;  from  them  they 
understood,  that  the  second  order  of  the 
church  in  Ireland  were  determined  to  cp- 
pose  the  rescript  recently  receiTcd  frdm 
Uome.  He  meant  not  to  make  any 
specific  motion  on  this  labjcct.    But  w 
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hoped  the  House,  being  apprised  of  these 
circumstainces,  would  not  lose  sight  of  the 
results  that  might  be  expected  from  the 
continuance  of  such  a  system.  He  also 
trusted,  that  they  were  alive  to  thi^  con- 
duct of  another  assembly  ;  he  meant  the 
Catholic  board,  who  had  been  pleased  to 
appeal  to  the  Spanish  Cortes  for  their  in- 
terference. For  what  purpose  did  they 
approach  the  Cortes  ?  To  tell  them  how 
much  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
were  oppressed  by  this  government, 
which  was  actinc  at  the  time  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  Spam.  What  eflect  could  this 
have,  but  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Spanish  people,  that  the  noble  duke,  who 
had  so  often  fought  tlieir  battles,  and  who 
bad  so  lately  received  the  thanks  of  that 
House,  was  the  enemy  of  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion— of  the  religion  of  Spain  ?  This  ap- 
peal was  made  to  the  most  intolerant  na- 
tion under  the  sun-— who  looked  upon 
their  own  as  the  only  true  religion— and 
had  made  every  member  of  the  Cortes 
swear  to  preserve  that  religion.  If  they 
looked  to  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish 
government  anterior  to  the  late  constitu- 
tion, they  would  find  that  no  person  was 
suflered  to  hold  a  situation,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, unless  he  professed  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion. And  yet,  the  Catholic  board 
thought  proper  to  complain  to  the  Cortes, 
that  they  were  not  admitted  to  a  partici- 
cipation  in  all  situations,  civil  and  military. 
There  was  another  measure  of  this  board 
which  he  could  not  avoid  noticing;  and, 
in  doinff  so,  it  was  but  just  that  he  should 
applaud  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  in  refusing  to  lend  themselves  to 
the  task  which  the  board  had  endeavoured 
to  impose  upon  them.  He  alluded  to  the 
collection  ot  what  were  called  donations. 
A  minimum  was  fixed,  below  which  no- 
thing would  be  taken — and  a  mark,  it 
seemed,  was  to  be  placed  on  every  Roman 
Catholic,  who  either  could  not,  or  would 
not,  subscribe  ten-pence.  This  proposi- 
tion originated  with  a  member  of  the  Ca- 
tholic board ;  but  he  believed  that  it  had 
not  been  very  productive.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  then  adverted  to  the  indignation 
that  had  been  expressed  by  some  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  at  the  proposition, 
formerly  made,  for  supporting  them  by  a 
state  provision  ;  and  observed,  that  one  of 
those  persons,  who  was  most  loud  in  re- 
probating such  a  system,  who  had  de- 
clared that  the  Catholic  clergy  ought  to 
give  up  all  worldly  advanuges  for  spiri- 

tualitiei^  bad  hiiaselG  bowefer,  applied 
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for  a  state  provision.  He  had  prevented 
otiiers  receiving  a  pension  from  the  crown  ; 
and  yet  he  afterwards  caused  a  petition  to 
be  drawn  up.  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
it  to  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  requesting  a 
pension  for  tiimself.  And  he  had  even 
applied  to  him  (sir  J.  C.  Hippisley)  for 
his  assistance  and  co-operation,  bemg 
aware  that  he  had  been  mstrumental  in 
procuring  some  relief  for  the  suifrring  ec- 
clesiastics of  Scotland.  The  letter  lately 
received  was  nothing  more  than  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  those  principles  which 
were  acted  upon  in  every  state — and  the 
papers  for  which  he  should  move  were  ex«* 
tremely  essential,  as  proving  the  exist- 
ence of  what  he  termed  a  code;  from 
which  it  would  be  seen,  that  the  two  re- 
gulations be  had  mentioned  in  the  early 
part  of  his  speech  were  allowed  to  exist  ia 
every  state  of  Europe,  with  the  full  con- 
currence of  the  church  of  Rome.  This 
he  stated  upon  the  fullest  authority- 
having  resided  on  the  spot,  and  been  in 
confidential  communication  with  indi- 
viduals of  great  eminence,  who  never  re  - 
sisted  the  adoption  of  the  principle.  He 
would  not  then  enter  into  a  comparison  of 
the  rescript  received  from  Rome  a  few 
days  ago,  with  that  transmitted  to  this 
country  in  1803 — but  he  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  extraordinary 
state  in  which  Dublin,  and  perhaps  Ire- 
land, at  that  moment  was,  in  consequence 
of  the  receipt  of  that  rescript.  That  situa- 
tion was  sufficiently  pointed  out  by  the 
public  prinu;  and  unless  government 
looked  very  closely  to  the  proceedings  ia 
that  country  (where  a  board  existed,  af- 
fecting and  exercising  so  great  a  sway), 
and  adopted  those  measures  which  the 
exigency  of  the  time  called  for,  conse- 
quences of  a  very  serious  nature  must  ne« 
cessarily  arise.  The  hon.  baronet  then 
moved,  '«  That  the  Extract  of  paragraphs 
4'2  and  43,  from  sir  George  Prevost's  In- 
structions as  governor  and  commander  ia 
chief  in  Lower  Canada, dated  '22d  October 
Itf  11,  which  was  presented  to  the  House 
upon  the  21st  day  of  July,  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  be  printed.'* 

Mr.  Baihum  seconded  the  motion. 

Sir  //.  PameUsM,  that,  the  hon  baronet 
having  stated,  that  a  sum  of  money, 
amounting  to  30,0(K)/.  was  transmitted 
from  Rome  to  Ireland,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  the  Jesuits  in  that  country,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  relate  the  fact  which 
had  given  rise  to  the  assertion.  The  hoa. 
baronet  bad  been  for  some  time  harping 
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on  the  re-establishment  of  the  society  of 
Jesuits^and  the  person,  whose  character 
was  in  some  degree  implicated  by  his  ob- 
servations, begged  of  him  (sir  H.  Parnell) 
to  state  the  object  and  circumstances  re- 
lating to  the  seminary  alluded  to.  That 
individual  had  put  into  his  (sir  Henry's) 
hands  a  prospectus  of  his  establishment ; 
and  the  whole  object  which  it  aimed  at 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  educa- 
tion of  young  persons.  It  did  not  even 
exclude  those  of  the  Protestant  religion. 
The  hon.  baronet,  in  the  whole  course  of 
his  speech,  had  not  stated  to  the  House 
any  one  circumstance  which  could  induce 
them  to  believe,  that  any  thing  farther 
was  contemplated  by  the  gentleman  of 
whom  he  had  spoken,  than  merely  to 
establish  a  school.  Every  gentleman,  he 
thought,  must  perceive  the  absurdity  of 
supposing,  at  that  time  of  day,  that  any 
danger  could  be  apprehended  from  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Jesuits;  or  that 
any  person  could  be  weak  enough  to  set 
on  foot  a  measure  of  that  kind.  It  ap- 
peared almost  impossible,  when  they  con- 
sidered how  very  few  of  that  sect  were 
now  in  existence,  and  how  much  opinions 
upon  religious  topics  had  changed  of  late 
years.  On  that  head,  therefore,  he  ap- 
prehended no  danger ;  and  certainly  the 
non.  baronet  had  not  attempted  to  prove 
that  it  was  against  the  law  of  the  land  to 
set  up  a  seminary  nuch  as  that  contem- 
plated by  the  gentleman  whose  motives 
had  been  thus  distorted.  The  proceeding 
wa*juuifiable  and  legal;  and,  therefore, 
theie  was  no  necessity  to  have  recourse  to 
any  measure  for  putting  down  that  insti- 
tution. Why  should  tiny  go  back  to  the 
conduct  of  their  forefathers,  and  say,  be- 
caa<(e  a  gentleman  happened  to  be  edu- 
cated in  a  college  of  Jesuits,  that  there-  ' 
foie  he  should  be  prevented  from  setting 
up  a  schuol  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr,  Peel  said,  that  thoush  the  hon. 
baronet  had  given  notire  of  his  motion, 
yet,  as  it  was  simply  for  the  production 
of  iiisiruriions  »o  sir  George  Prevost, 
the  House  could  be  little  prepared  from 
such  a  notice  for  the  discussion  of  those 
important  topics  to  which  the  hon.  baronet 
had  adverted,  an-l  from  any  reference  to 
which  at  present  he  should  as  far  as  possi- 
ble Hbstjin.  He  merely  rose,  lest  it 
should  be  imagined,  if  he  continued 
entirely  silent,  that  the  Irish  government 
had  not  paid  serious  attention  to  those 
suhjtcts  on  which  the  hon.  baronet  had 
particularly    dwelt.    Oo   one   point  he 
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thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  obier* 
vations,  because  the  hon.  baronet  had 
alluded  to  it  in  the  last  session.  In.  con- 
sequence of  what  the  hon.  baronet  had 
stated  respecting  the  establishment  of  a 
college  at  Castle  Browne,  supposed  to  have 
for  its  object  the  renewal  of  the  order  of 
Jesuits  in  Ireland,  and  other  repreienla* 
tions  which  had  reached  bim,  he  had  soli- 
cited a  communication  with  Mr.  Kenny, 
the  head  of  that  seminary.  He  had  ac« 
cordingly  seen  that  gentleman,  and  had 
stated  to  him,  that  reports  had  gone 
abroad,  much  exaggerated,  perhaps,  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  institution  over 
which  he  presided— observing,  that  it 
would  be  good  policy  in  him  (which  ha 
admitted)  to  explain  precisely  the  object 
of  his  institution.  From  him  he  learned, 
that  it  was  not  a  religious,  hot  a  lay  insti- 
tution ;  and  Mr.  Kenny  put  into  his  hands 
a  prospectus  of  the  course  of  education* 
Mr.  Peel  asked  him,  whether  it  waa  con- 
fined exclusively  to  persons  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  ;  as  in  that  case 
doubts  might  be  entertained  of  the  legah'ty 
of  the  institution.  To  this  Mr.  Kenny 
answered;  that  the  college  of  Maynootb, 
which  was  exclusively  Catholic,  was  re- 
cognized as  a  legal  seminary  ;  but  ob» 
served,  that  his  institution  was  not  con- 
fined to  Roman  Catholics.  He  wonld 
willingly  admit  the  children  of  Protes- 
tants to  participate  in  the  general  course 
of  education,  leaving  to  their  parents  the 
right  of  giving  them  such  religious  in- 
struction as  they  might  think  proper.  At 
the  same  time,  he  doubted  how  §kr  the 
principle  of  educating  Protestant  children 
at  a  seminary  chiefly  Catholic,  wonld  be 
generally  approved  of.— Mr. Rennv stated, 
that  the  institution  was  carried  on  by  him, 
not  as  agent  for  any  other  persons,  but  oa 
his  own  account.  To  a  question  rstpect* 
ing  the  source  from  which  be  had  derived 
his  funds,  that  gentleman  had  given  no 
answer.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  then  told  him* 
that  he  was  not  to  infer  from  the  comma- 
nication  which  had  passed,  that  the  Irish 
government  acquiesced  in  the  existence  of 
the  institution,  but  that  they  should  con- 
tinue to  watch  it  with  jealousy. 

Sir  John  iVcfupori  said,  that,  in  the  year 
1806  or  7  (he  could  not  exactly  state 
which),  a  communication  was  made  to 
him,  that  the  present  archbishop  of  Dublni 
had  refused  to  licence  an  individual  who 
was  then  about  to  establish  a  seminary. 
His  grace  did  not  refuse  from  any  per- 
sonal feeling,  for  he  wat  perfectly  ac* 
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quainted  with  the  excellent  moral  character 
of  the  man  ;  but  he  declined  sisning  the 
licence— he  entertained  doubts  of  the  pro- 
priety of  a  Protestant  bishop  licensinff  a 
Roman  Catholic  school.  He  (sir  John) 
stated  the  circumstance  to  the  then  ad- 
ministration, and  the  individual  was  al- 
lowed to  proceed  with  his  undertaking. 
Some  observations  were  made  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  in  consequence,  he  looked  into 
the  statute-book,  and  there  he  could  see 
nothing  whatever  to  prevent  the  individual 
from  keeping  a  schooK  Now  he  could 
not  see  what  objection  could  be  raised 
against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kenny.  He 
laid  open  the  whole  course  of  education 
which  he  taught*-he  was  desirous  of  no 
concealment.  Why  then  should  he  be 
molested  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  considered 
it,  as  he  had  always  done,  a  most  bene- 
ficial thing  for  the  public,  that  education 
could  be  provided  at  home,  for  those  who 
must  otherwise  seek  it  in  foreign  countries. 
It  was  a  matter,  in  his  opinion,  of  very 
great  importance,  to  give,  both  to  the 
clergy  and  the  laity,  a  domestic  education. 
He  knew  nothing  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  baronet 
were  appl)ed ;  but  his  ready  offer  to  lay 
every  thing  connected  with  his  institution 
open  to  government,  ought  to  wipe  away 
all  «uspicion  from  his  character.  At  all 
events,  he  would  deprecate,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  the  introduction,  on  a  question  of 
an  entirely  different  nature,  of  any  reflec- 
tions on  the  character  and  conduct  of  a 
man,  who  had  no  opportunity  of  defend- 
ing himself.  Fortunately,  however,  when 
the  hon.  baronet  made  his  observations, 
there  were  gentlemen  in  ihe  House  who 
were  not  unacquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  ;  but,  for  any  thing  the 
hon.  baronet  knew  at  the  time,  this  might 
not  have  been  the  case. 

Sir  H.  Panuil  wished  to  observe,  that 
Mr.  Kenny's  reason  for  refosinflr  to  state 
whence  he  derived  ihe  funds  for  com- 
mencing the  establishment,  was,  because 
he  conceived  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Peel)  was  not  altogether  well 
entitled  to  catechise  him  on  his  private 
affairs.  As  a  British  subject,  he  had  a 
right  to  set  up  the  institution,  and  to  pro- 
ceed as  he  tbouffht  proper,  provided  he 
did  nothing  which  appeared  dangerous  to 
the  state.  He  willingly  answered  every 
question  which  was  at  all  connected  with 
the  public  interest;  bot  when  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  inquire 
into  the  meana  by  which  he  made  the 
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purchase,  which  was  penetrating  directly 
into  his  private  afi^irs,  he  felt  that  it  was 
not  proper  for  him  to  ^ive  an  answer. 
He  had,  however,  told  hun  (sir  Henry), 
that  the  whole  had  been  purchased  with 
his  own  private  property;  that  he  acted 
from  his  own  individual  motives,  and 
wished  to  conduct  himself  peaceably  and 
properly. 

Mr.  Fed  said,  he  had  not  asked  any 
question  of  Mr.  Kenny  in  a  tone  that 
evinced  a  desire  to  catechise  him— nor 
was  any  one  of  hii  interrogatories  dictated 
by  a  spirit  of  idle  curiosity.  He  had  not 
premised  his  questions,  by  stating  that  his 
institution  was  contrary  to  law;  be 
merely  observed,  that  doubts  of  its 
legality  had  been  expressed  in  parlia- 
ment. He  also  informed  Mr.  Kenny, 
that  the  utmost  jealousy  had  been  mani- 
fested of  the  society  of  the  Jesuits  by  the 
British  government;  so  much  so,  that 
their  property  in  Canada  had  been  for- 
merly confiscated.  He  asked  the  ques* 
tion  relative  to  the  funds  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  made  the  observation  he  had 
done,  lest  it  might  be  hereafter  inferred, 
because  some  communication  had  passed 
with  a  member  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, that  that  government  had  acquiesced 
in  the  propriety  of  the  establishment  in 
question. — At  the  interview  he  had  with 
Mr.  Kenny,  he  particularly  told  him, 
that  he  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  same 
feeling  which  had  induced  the  British  go- 
vernment to  confiscate  the  property  of  the 
Jesuits  in  Canada,  should  mduce  them  at 
least  to  watch  with  the  otmost  vigilance 
and  suspicion  an  institution  established 
and  superintended  by  one  of  the  order, 
supported  by  funds,  the  origin  and  nature 
of  which  were  totally  unaccounted  for. 

Sir  J.  Newport  denied  that  the  property 
of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada  was  confiscated. 
They  were  prevented  from  professing  any 
more  persons  in  that  country — bot  they 
were  allowed  to  enjoy  their  property  u 
long  as  they  existed.  And  it  was  a  re- 
markable fact,  that  one  of  them,  who  sur- 
vived all  the  others,  possessed  the  whole  of 
the  property  for  a  considerable  time. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  the  order  was  effec- 
tually put  down* 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  the  property  was  en- 
joyed by  the  individual  he  alluded  to, 
until  the  very  last  moment  of  his  life. 

Sir  J.  C.  Hippiiiey  contended,  that  the 
property  of  the  Jesuiu  had  been  confiscated 
in  Canada  by  the  order  of  the  Canadian 
government,  and  that  this  property  had 
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been  since  granted  to  lord  Amherst.  He 
contended  also,  that,  according  to  the  Bull 
of  Pope  Ganganelli,  which  ordered  the 
universal  abolition  of  the  Jesuits,  who 
were,  in  fact,  much  more  devoted  to  their 
own  general  than  to  the  Pope,  all  Christian 
countries,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant, 
must  feel  it  their  interest  to  discountenance 
such  an  institution.  All  Christian  states 
bad  indeed  manifested  their  sense  of  this 
interest;  and  it  behoved  the  government 
of  England  to  look  with  peculiar  care  to 
the  institution  under  discussion  ;  especially 
when  it  was  known  that  such  a  consider-  I 
able  sum  had  been  found  to  support  it, 
and  that  sum  too  derived  from  some  source 
which  the  principal  of  the  institution  re- 
fused to  reveal.  He  (sir  J.)  could  not  help 
declaring  his   regret,   that   gentlemen  of 

great  weight  and  character  in  that  House 
ad  thought  proper  to  decline  expressing 
any  objection  to  the  establishment  alluded 
to.  Upon  the  character  of  the  Jesuits  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  state  any  opi- 
nion, nor  to  call  to  the  recollection  uf  the 
House  the  jealousy  which  all  the  free  and 
independent  states  of  Europe  had  mani- 
fested against  that  order.  But  he  must 
again  caution  the  British  government  to 
be  on  its  guard.  For  the  moral  character 
and  general  good  disposition  of  the  present 
Pope,  he  professed  the  highest  respect. 
But  the  Jesuits  had  always  been  found  a 
powerful  means  of  influence,  a  formidable 
band  of  intriguers;  and  he  therefore 
would  wish  to  protect  his  country  against 
the  fiat  of  any  Pope,  for  the  resurrection 
and  reorganization  of  such  an  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  hon. 
baronet  then  moved,  '<  That  the  several 
papers  which  were  presented  to  this 
House  in  the  two  last  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment, relating  to  the  Roman  Catholics, 
and  which  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  the  28th  day  of  May  1 8 12, 
and  on  the  4th,  17th,  2l8t,  24th,  and  25th 
days  of  May  1313,  be  re-printed." 
Agreed  to. 

Corn  Tijade.]  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Foster  for  the  re-committal  of  the  Report 
respecting  the  Corn  Trade, 

Sir  •/.  Newport  expressed  his  conviction, 
that  the  most  persuasive  arguments  had 
been  adduced  to  shew  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  this  country  to  guard  its  home 
agriculture  by  providing  against  the  free 
import  of  foreign  corn.  If  it  were  asked, 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  alter  the  ar- 
rangements of  1804|  or  provide  apy  addi- 
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tional  guard  for  our  agriculture*  as  that    \ 
agriculture  had  since  increased,  he  thoold 
answer  that  this  increase  was  not  owing  to 
those  arrangements,  but  to  the  pecaliar 
nature  of  our  relations  with  foreigfi  itatei. 
Besides,  it  was  now  impossible  to  put  ibe 
agriculturists  in  the  same  state  that  they 
were  in  in  1804,  as  so  many  additional 
hurthens  had    been  since  impoied  upon 
them ;  would  it  then  be  fair  to  expose  thea 
to  competition  in  their  own  market  with 
foreign    agriculturists,    after   having    in- 
curred those  very  burthens— after  becom- 
ing subject  to  such  a  weight  of  taxation 
for  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  foreign  states,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve them  from  the  calamities  of  wan! 
Such  a  proposition  would,  indeed,  be  ut- 
terly destitute  of  common  justice,   at  to 
allow  a  foreigner,  armed  with  the  lecuritj 
which  Great  Britain   had  purchased  for 
him  by  twenty  years  war,  to  undenell  the 
British  trader  in  his  own  market.     Id  fact, 
the  principles  of  a  free  trade  coald  no^  be 
fairly  applied  to  the  question  of  corn,  espe- 
cially afler  those  principles  had  been  de- 
parted from  w«th  regard  to  our  <|ther  n»v 
nufactures.      Our    woollen  mannfactore, 
for  instance,   was  protected  againat  the 
competition  of  any  foreigner  whatever  in 
our  own  market,  and  why  shogld  not  oar 
corn  meet  an  equal   protection  ?    It  was 
al  lodged,  that  the  proposed  arrangement 
would  serve  to  impose  a  permanent  tax 
upon  the  consumer ;    but  he  denied  the 
justice  of  this  allegation.     If,  howercr,  it 
were  even  true,  he  should  have  no  hesita- 
tion to  assert,  that  it  would  be  for  the  inr 
terest  of  the  consumer  to  pay  that  tax  in 
order  to  secure  the  advantages  of  that 
steady  supply,  and  independency  of  anv 
foreign  state,  which  the  measure  promised. 
As  to  the  argument,  that  the  tendency  of 
this  measure  would   be  to  throw  capital 
unnaturally  into  agriculture,  be  thought 
it  quite  untenable,  as  the  only  probable 
result  would  be  to  recover  for  agriqoltqre^ 
which  foi-med  the  most  solid  wealth  qf  a 
nation,  that  capital  which  had  been  here- 
tofore diverted  from  it  by  an  Qi|due  par- 
tiality to  manufactures.     But  the  advan* 
tages  which    the    proposed  arrangement 
held  out  to  Ireland  were  incalculable.     In 
that  country,  the  interests  of  which  were 
completely  identified  with  those  of  Great 
Britain,  not  above  one-fourth  of  the  people 
were  employed  in  manufactures,  the  re^ 
mainder  being  wholly,  dependent  on  egr^ 
culture  or  pasturage ;  and  tjiere  iigricuUnre 
had  of  late  years  made  very  Gon)udei]|l|i^ 
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ktdvance;  insomuch^  indeed,  that  it  bad 
exported  a  vast  aaantity  of  corn  to  tbift 
part  of  the  empire.  Would  it  then  be 
fair  or  wise  to  impede  the  prosperity  of 
that  country  ?  But  if  such  impediment 
were  really  offered^  what  must  be  the 
state  of  things  between  the  two  countries  ? 
Ireland  at  present  took  the  manufactures 
of  England,  and  paid  for  them  in  corn. 
It  indeed  prohibited  any  manufacturer 
from  entering  into  competition  with  that 
of  England  in  the  Irish  market.  Its 
duties  with  a  riew  to  that  prohibition 
were,  upon  woollen,  as  50  to  1  in  favour 
of  England — upon  hardware  as  33  to  10 — 
upon  glass  as  S3  to  10,  and  so  on  in  pro- 
portion upon  earthenware  and  other  arti« 
cies  of  English  nr.anufacture.  Would  it 
then  be  an  equitable  return  towards  Ire- 
land, to  withhold  due  encouragement  from 
that  agriculture  which  enabled  it  (o  pay 
for  such  articles-— which  enabled  it,  espe- 
cially of  late  years,  to  become  the  best 
customer  of  England  ?  In  fact,  if  that  en- 
couragement were  refused,  he  could  not 
conceive  how  the  Irish  people  were  to  pay 
those  absentee  rents  which  formed  so 
severe  a  drain  upon  that  country.  These 
absentee  rents,  however,  were  spent  in 
England;  which  thus  profited,  in  every 
point  of  view,  by  the  improving  industry 
of  Ireland.  To  the  interest  of  that  coun- 
try, he  therefore  trusted  that  the  House 
would  look  with  peculiar  solicitude ;  and 
nothing  could  contribute  so  materially  to 
that  interest  as  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture,  to  which  the  Irish  were  pecu- 
liarly disposed,  and  which  was  so  much 
more  calculated  than  pasturage,  or  per- 
haps even  manufactures,  to  promote  mora- 
litv,  industry,  and  good  order. 

Mr.  Bwrrell  said,  that  many  gentlemen 
seemed  to  conceive  that  corn  was  the 
only  thing  which  ought  to  be  lowered 
in  price.  He  would  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther any  of  them  had  found  out  a  way  to 
lower  the  price  of  all  other  commodities 
in  the  same  proportion.  Our  farmers  were 
loaded  with  taxes  on  land,  horses,  leather, 
property  tax,  and  tithes,  beyond  what  the 
farmers  of  other  nations  were  subject  to. 
If  corn  that  was  subject  to  none  of  those 
duties  were  allowed  to  come  free  into  our 
market,  this  country  would  soon  be  over- 
whelmed with  corn  from  the  continent. 
When  we  had  from  official  accoonts  a 
ttateinent  of  the  rapid  increase  of  agricul- 
ture in  Ireland,  were  we  to  check  her 
prosperoofl  career  ?  The  affriculturisu  of 
this  country  did  not  ask  tor  monopoly  } 
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they  only  wanted  protection.  They  did 
not  want  to  raise  the  price  of  the  loaf'^upoii 
the  poor,  but  thev  wanted  to  be  preferred 
to  foreigners  in  their  own  markets. 

Sir  H.  Pamtll  rose  to  endeavour  to 
prove  that  the  accusations  preferred  against 
nim  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
com  trade,  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Kose^  were  not  well  founded.  He  hoped 
he  should  also  be  able  to  show  to  the 
House,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
himself  fallen  into  some  very  great  mis« 
takes.  The  Report  of  the  Committee  had 
been  described  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, in  the  pamphlet  which  he  had  pub« 
lished  under  the  title  of  his  speech,  as 
taking  a  very  superficial  view  of  the  sab« 
ject.  This  he  denied.  The  Report  con- 
tained the  average  prices  of  com  for  146 
years;  a  view  of  the  laws  relating  to  the 
subject  for  150  years;  mod  an  account  of 
the  documents  respecting  imports  atid  ex- 
ports for  117  years.  In  the  speech  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  published* 
there  was  something  which  he  (sir  H. 
Parnell)  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  had 
not  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
in  the  House.  In  the  House,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  taken  their  prices  from  Eton 
College  records;  but  in  his  publication, 
though  he  admitted  that  they  had  correctly 
taken  them  from  the  Eton  records,  he 
maintained  that  the  deductions  drawn  from 
those  records  were  not  correctly  made, 
[see  p.  675.]  The  right  hon.  gent,  then 
gave  a  statement  of  what  the  prices  should 
have  been ;  and  here  he  committed  a  very 
great  error.  In  taking  the  prices  from 
the  Eton  College  records,  as  the  prices 
were  marked  in  them  from  the  finest  grain 
in  the  market,  it  was  necessary  to  deduct 
from  the  price  on  the  records  two-ninths 
altogether.  Whereas,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  only  deducted  one-ninth.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  also  accused  the  com- 
mittee of  being  in  error  as  to  the  tablea 
given  in  the  Report.  The  fact  was,  that 
these  tables  had  been  taken  from  the  work 
of  Mr.  Chalmers,  whose  accuracy  even  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  admitted.  Ano- 
ther accusation  was,  that  the  committee 
had  only  referred  to  seven  of  the  acts  of 
parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  corn 
trade  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  they  referred  to 
nine  of  these  acts.  In  his  whole  speech, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  been 
able  to  shew  that  there  was  any  act  of  par- 
liament of  importance  on  the  subject  which 
had  not  been  referred  to  by  the  committee. 
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The  committee  were  blamed  for  the  eulo- 
gium  they  pronounced  on  the  Act  of  the 
17th  of  Charles  Q,  although  the  rery  words 
of  the  committee  in  praise  of  this  Act  were 
those  used  by  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  The 
committee  had  applied  the  words  of  the 
same  great  authority  to  the  Act  of  William 
the  third.  The  hon.  bart.  was  proceeding 
to  repel  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Rose ;  when 

Sir  M.  Wood  rose  to  order ;  and  ob- 
aerYed^  that  if  the  hon.  baronet  went  on 
attacking  the  pamphlet,  they  would  have 
an  hour's  reply  from  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  defence  of  it.  [A  laugh.]  Be- 
sides, it  was  taking  the  House  unfairly ; 
as  many  members  bad  come  down  expect- 
ing the  amendment  of  an  hon.  member  to 
be  proposed. 

Sir  H,  Parnell  continued,  by  observing 
that  the  statements  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman were  absolutely  erroneous;  and 
that  he  had  failed,  in  every  instance,  in 
fixing  any  inaccuracy  upon  the  labours  of 
the  committee.  He  contended,  that  no  com- 
mittee had  ever  taken  more  pains  to  pro- 
duce a  well-digested  and  correct  Report. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  he  was  sorry  that  the 
objections  of  the  hon.  baronet  had  not 
been  brought  forward  earlier ;  as  he  unfor- 
tunately laboured  under  such  a  severe 
cold,  that  he  doubted  whether  he  could 
render  himself  audible  to  the  House. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  he  had  not  satisfied  him 
(Mr.  Rose)  that  he  had  fallen  into  a  single 
misuke.  He  was  still  of  opinion,  that 
iuch  a  report  had  never  been  presented  to 
parliament  upon  so  grave  and  important  a 
subject.  As  to  the  statement  in  the  pam- 
phlet, that  the  first  Resolution  belonged 
wholly  to  the  hon.  baronet,  the  only  mis- 
take he  had  committed  in  that  was,  that  he 
bad  not  been  gifted  with  the  power  of 
prophecy;  for  when  the  aisertion  was 
made,  no  other  person,  except  the  hon. 
baronet,  had  addressed  the  House  upon  that 
proposition.  With  regard  to  the  Eton  tables, 
if  the  hon.  baronet  had  read  bis  speech,  he 
would  have  found  the  reason  stated,  why 
he  (Mr*  Rose)  had  deducted  only  one 
ninth,  instead  of  two.  He  had  applied 
to  the  Registrar  of  Eton  College,  and  had 
received  trom  him  a  certificate,  which,  if 
he  had  anticipated  the  objections  that 
were  made,  he  could  have  brought  in  his 
pocket ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
wheat  supplied  at  the  Elton  market  was 
not  the  best  wheat,  but  what  was  called 
the  middling  wheat;  and  therefore,  the 
Mcond  aiotb  ought  not  to  be  deducted  in 
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reducing  the  Eton  to  the  statute  measure. 
He  should  not  trouble  the  House  with  re- 
plying minutely  to  what  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  hon.  baronet,  but  content 
himself  with  stating  his  firm  conviction, 
that  in  every  thing  which  he  had  brought 
forward  in  bis  speech,  he  was  borne  out 
by  facts. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  submit- 
ted, whether  it  would  not  be  better,  as  the 
question  respecting  the  report  which  the 
hon.  baronet  defended,  bad  been  already 
decided,  that  the  House  should  resolve 
itself  into  the  committee  in  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  given  notice  that 
he  intended  to  propose  a  new  resolution. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee. 

The  second  Resolntion,  for  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  corn,  except  under  the 
scale  suggested  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  was 
then  read  from  the  chair  ;  when 

Mr.  Foiter  rose,  and  observed,  that  the 
main  object  which  the  House  had  in  view 
was,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  corn  in 
this  country,  and  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  applying  to  a  foreign  market  tor  sup- 
plies. In  former  times.  Great  Britain,  by 
the  wisdom  of  the  measures  which  she 
pursued,  had  completely  obviated  all  neces* 
sity  for  the  importation  of  corn.  Her 
agriculture  was  then  encouraged  and  pro* 
moted,  and  means  were  taken  to  prevent  a 
competition  in  the  market,  by  the  produce 
of  other  countries.  Within  the  last  half 
century,  however,  the  policy  of  the  state 
seemed  to  have  been  completely  changed ; 
and  instead  of  being  independent  of,  our 
very  existence  had  depended  upon,  foreign 
slates ;  our  agricultural  interests  had  been 
neglected ;  and  those  wise  maxims,  which 
had  produced  such  beneficial  effects  among 
our  ancetton,  had  been  totally  abandoned. 
The  folly  of  this  course  had  now  been 
carried  home  to  the  breast  of  every  think- 
ing  man  ;  and  it  was  clear,  that  the  best 
course  which  could  be  pursued,  would  be 
to  go  back  to  the  old  original  principles, 
by  which  so  much  real  adTantage  had  beea 
gained  towards  upholding  the  agricultural 
prosperity  of  the  kingdom  :  we  should 
see  that  a  fair  profit  was  allowed  to  the 
farmer ;  and  that  he  was  not  met  in  the 
market  by  those  who,  possessing  adTan- 
taget  superior  to  him,  were  enimled,  by 
selling  their  commodity  at  a  cheaper  rmteip 
totally  to  exclude  him  from  all  opportunity 
of  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  industry;  la 
the  year  I67O4  when  a  prohibitory  Act 
was  Introducedi  the  price  at  which  com 
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wai  allowed  to  be  imported  was  2/.  1 3#.  4d. 
which,  with  the  doty  of  8<.  made  the 
price  below  which  no  importations  were 
allowed,  SL  U,  ^d.  per  quarter,  and  this 
had  the  effect  of  completely  preserfing 
the  landed  interest  of  the  country.  In 
any  legislative  measure  which  might  be 
adopted  with  the  same  view  at  the  present 
period,  however,  it  should' be  recollected, 
that  the  valae  of  money  was  considerably 
altered;  and  the  same  rules  which  were 
then  applicable,  might  not  now  be  pro- 
ductive of  an  eifisct  equally  advantageous. 
According  to  the  system  pursued  by  our 
ancestors,  the  prohibitory  price  of  corn, 
calculated  by  the  increased  power  of 
money,  ought  to  be  Ti  4^.  4^i.  per  quarter ; 
and  to  this  a  duty  of  1/.  U.  4a.  being 
added,  the  real  pft»hibltory  price  would 
be  8/.  5s,  S^d,  Gentlemen  would  be  sur- 
prised at  this  amount;  but  such  was 
really  the  price  at  which,  according  to 
the  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  corn  ought  to  be  taken,  in  order  to 
afford  a  similar  encouragement  to  the  agri- 
culturist. He  did  not  mean,  however,  to 
propose  this  as  the  price  upon  which  the 
House  should  fix  on  the  present  occasion ; 
at  the  same  time  he  thought  we  ought  to 
take  the  price  at  such  a  sum  as  would 
effectually  shut  out  the  foreign  grower 
from  interfering  with  our  farmers.  If  corn 
became  scarce,  he  saw  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  recourse  to  those  systems 
of  oeconomy  which  had  hitherto  been 
found  expedient ;  and  not  by  a  constant 
fluctuation  of  prohibitions,  and  taxes,  and 
bounties,  distract  the  attention  of  the  agri- 
culturist, and  prevent  him  from  pursuing 
that  uniform  course  which  would  in  the 
end  place  the  country  upon  that  basis  of 
independence  which  all  most  diesire,  and 
which  was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
our  power  and  dignity.  It  was  curious  to 
examine  the  multiplicity  of  measures 
which  had  been  adopted  within  the  last 
half  century  for  the  regulation  of  the  corn 
trade.  From  the  year  1765  to  1770,  four- 
teen Actis  of  this  'description  had  been 
pasted-i^Arom'  1770  to  1780,  eight  Acto— 
from  1736'  16*  1790,  seven-^-from  17^0  to 
1800,  elev«il-and  fronS  1800  to.  1813, 
twelve,  in  all  5(^  Acts^Mnr  the*  coarse  of 
65  years.  With  such  an  icctibulation  6f 
alterations  and  changes  at  the^;  he  wdald 
ask,  how  it  was  possible  for  the  agricul- 
turist to  know  what  he  was  about,  or  to 
form  an  idea  of  what  coarse  it  would  be 
best  for  him  to  pursue,  to  promote  bis  wel- 
Hire  ?  How  different  wu  the  policy  oC  the 
(VOL.XXVILJ 
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precediiig  half  century,  during  the  whole' 
of  which  period  only  four  Acts  respeciing 
the  regulation  of  the  torn  laws  had  been 
passed.  Could  any  thing  shew  more 
strongly  the  necessity  of  conforming  the 
new  law  to  the  principles  of  antient  policy 
—principles  which  he  was  prepared  to 
contend,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
would  uphold  the  interests  of  the  grower^ 
would  equally  protect  the  consumer  ?  In 
enumerating  the  objectionable  Acts  which 
had  been  passed  within  the  last  ten  years* 
he  had  made  a  mistake,  by  including  that 
which  had  been  introduced  with  respect  to 
Ireland,  in  1 806.  Upon  this  Act  he  had 
heard  many  eulogiums  passed;  and  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  say,  he  considered  that 
every  Irishman  ought  to  feel  infinite  f^rati- 
tude  to  the  right  hon.  bart.  (sir  John  New- 
port) who  had  be^n  its  parent.  By  that 
Act  the  interests  of  Ireland  had  been  pro- 
moted  in  an  essential  degree  ;  and  a  prac- 
tical proof  had  been  given  of  the- policy 
rather  of  encouraging  our  own  agriculture* 
than  of  looking  to  other  countries  for  sup- 
port. After  this,  he  did  hope  that  we 
should  no  more  hear  of  sixteen  milliona 
being  sent  out  of  this  country  to  cultivate 
the  wastes  and  enrich  the  inhabitants  of 
foreign  states.  Ireland,  he  had  no  doubt* 
would,  if  properly  encouraged,  prove 
competent  to  supply  all  our  wants,  and  to 
supersede  the  necessity  of  importation 
altogether  ;  and  in  return,  she  would  be 
one  of  the  best  customers  which  the  coun- 
try had  for  her  manufactures.  In  entreat* 
ing  the  House  to  be  guided  by  his  sugges- 
tions, however,  he  begged  to  be  understood 
as  not  imploring  any  new  boon  ;  all  he 
wanted  was,  to  prevent  a  retrograde  mo* 
tion  in  the  progress  which  had  been 
already  made  towards  improvement ;  and 
to  effect  this,  he  thought  he  might  safely 
propose  the  price  51.  per  quarter,  as  that 
at  which  the  prohibition  might  cease. 
The  average  price  of  corn  for  the  last  few 
'years  had  amounted  lo  this  sum  ;  and  he 
apprehended  it  might  be  safely  adopted 
as  one  which,  while  it  would  effectuiUIy 
guard  the  interests  of  the  grower,  would 
also  prevent  the  consumer  from  sustaining 
any  injury  whatever.  If  this  sum  wai 
thought  too  high,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  lower  it.  His  wish  was,  rather  to 
promote  unanimity  than  to  excite  dis- 
content; but* to  the  graduated  scale  he 
felt  the  strongest  objection ;  inasmuch  as 
he  thought  it  would  tend  to  promote  a 
degree  of  complexity  mjl^  confosioOp 
against  which,  for  every  reMn,  it  was  de* 
(3P) 
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sirable  to  guard.  The  prices  now  were 
regulated  by  the  price  in  the  twelve  mari- 
time  counties  of  England.  The  prices 
in  Ireland  were  \2s.  lower;  so  thmt  the 
British  farmer  was  better  protected  by  12t. 
than  the  Irish.  He  would  now  propose, 
that  the  protecting  duty  should  cease  and 
determine  when  wheat  arrived  at  ]00«.; 
rye>  peas^  and  beans,  at  60$, ;  barley  at 
50s.;  and  oats  at  33f.  except  when  im- 
ported  from  our  American  colonies. 

On  the  question,  that  the  original  words 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution, 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observ- 
ed, that  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  very 
little  difFerence  of  opinion  in  the  House 
respecting  the  first  and  the  third  Resolu- 
tions. The  main  objection  evidently 
rested  upon  the  second  Resolution ;  and 
so  firmly  was  he  convinced  that  this  ought 
to  be  maturely  considered,  that,  rather 
than  consent  to  the  amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  he 
should  propose  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  whole  subject  till  the 
next  session  of  parliament.  Pie  would 
appeal  to  the  statute-book  for  all  ages,  in 
proof  that  no  law  had  ever  been  intro- 
duced which  had  operated  as  a  distinct 
and  total  prohibition  of  foreign  grain. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  took  a 
▼iew  of  the  dificrent  propositions;  and 
observed,  that  though  the  value  of  money 
had  considerably  diminished  of  late  years, 
yet  for  a  century  before  it  had  been  re- 
gularly on  the  increase.  But  the  gra- 
duated fall  was  calculated  on  the  present 
diminished  value,  as  if  that  were  never 
to  change.  On  the  whole,  respecting  im- 
portation, as  we  cannot  undertake  to  sup- 
ply ourselves,  we  must  apportion  the  price 
so  as  to  ensure  the  article  at  a  moderate 
rate  to  the  consumer.  It  would  be  un- 
safe and  unwise  permanently  to  fix  any 
Ericc  at  present ;  and  even  if  the  scale  of 
is  hon.  friend  were  approved  of,  he 
should  propose  that  it  should  only  be 
adopted  for  a  limited  time,  till  its  perma- 
nent propriety  could  be  ascertained  ;  for 
if  you  exclude  a  part  of  your  supply,  yea 
force  the  whole  of  the  demand  upon  the 
remaining  part.  He  viewed  the  experi- 
ment of  economy  on  the  prime  necessa- 
ries of  life  as  a  very  unwise  attempt;  but 
he  would  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman 
that  nothing  was  so  injurious  to  agricul- 
ture as  unsteady  prices ;  yet  it  was  only 
by  the  resolution  of  parliament  to  avoid 
frequent  interference  with  them,  that  thev 
could  be  propeily  regulated.    In  sborti 
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the  public  must  learn  a  great  moral  letioD: 
they  must  be  prepared  to  scct  without 
dissatisfaction,  great  quantitiea  of  eora 
stowed  in  warehouses,  and  even  shipped 
for  exportation,  when  the  prices  are  high  ; 
and  they  must  learn  to  trusl,  with  copfi- 
dence,  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  fat 
due  and  salutary  provisions.  In  every 
instance,  and  in  all  ages,  the  govemaieiil 
had  enacted  a  graduated  scale,  according 
to  the  exigencies  which  reouired  it.— After 
answering  a  variety  of  objections  that  bad 
been  raised  relative  te  average  priceSf  the 
right  hon.  |;entleman  adverted  to  wbec 
had  been  said  respecting  Ireland.  It  did 
not  appear  to  him,  that  Ireland  had  any 
reason  to  complain,  as  she  was  put  on  the 
same  footing  as  Great  Briuin ;  her  exports 
and  imports  being  regulated  by  the  same 
duty;  while  the  average  prices*  from 
whatever  country  taken,  must  apply  to 
the  whole.  If  the  British  prices  appeared 
to  be  higher  than  they  really  were,  as  re- 
lative to  Ireland,  they  would  not  at  all 
affect  the  general  principles  of  calcula- 
tion. But  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
wished  to  have  foreign  corn  excluded  al- 
together, let  him  say  so,  and  the  coarse 
to  be  pursued  would  be  clear.  If  the 
graduated  scale  of  duties  were  adopted^ 
be  did  not  anticipate  any  very  grievous 
evil  to  arise  from  it,  even  though  there 
might  be  some  error  in  the  amounts ;  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  best  likely  to  re- 
concile Uie  feelings  of  the  country  with 
t  he  interests  of  the  farmed  On  the  whole, 
in  his  opinion,  the  Resolutions  now  before 
the  House,  with  the  exception  already 
mentioned,  seemed  to  posseM  all  the  best 
principles  and  grounii-works  for  the  re- 
gulation of  corn ;  and  if  they  coDtaiaed 
no  very  material  error,  the  atteotioa  of 
parliament  might  be  called  to  then  al 
any  other  time.  He  must  take  occasion 
to  observe,  that  the  priqe  for  years  past 
had  been  .affected  by  a  variety  of  exlrai* 
neons  circumstances ;  but  the  Hesoliitiooe 
before  the  House  would  aflford  a  stepping 
stone,  if  he  might  so  call  it,  firun  one 
scale  of  prices  to  another  more  modems 
and  more  likely  to  be  beneficiaU  On  Ike 
j^rounds  which  be  had  stated,  he  most  ieel 
It  his  doty  to  dissent  from  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Jl  P.  Qrau  thought  that  no  propo- 
sition could  be  more  plain  than  this»  that 
the  commercial,  agriculturaly  and  nnuMi* 
factoring  interests  of  the  country  wei^  in* 

1  separable ;  and  that  all  of  them,  as  far  ae 
the  object  oculd  be  accompliihedf  ooghl^ 
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to  be- put  on  sn  eqotl  footing.  The  right 
hoD.  gentlemui  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ezcbeqeer)  treated  thti  qoettkm  as  if  it 
were  one  on  which  the  Home  and  the 
country  bad  no  experience.  He  seemed 
to  regard  it  aa  if  we  were  in  a  new  sitaa* 
tion,  one  in  which  we  were  called  on  to 
legislate  on  a  speculative  groond ;  and  as 
if  the  present  was  entirely  a  new  case. 
He  (Mr.  Grant)  entertained  great  respect 
for  the  opinions  and  authorities  of  his  hon* 
friends  on  the  other  side;  but  still  he 
must  be  excused  for  saying,  that  he  felt 
nioch  more  attaclied  to  the  evidence  of 
experience ;  and,  if  he  found  that  m  sys* 
tem  had  been  acted  on  with  success  for 
half  a  century*— when  that  system  was  de* 
parted  from,  that  contrary  efiects  were 
produced— when  he  saw  the  former  sys* 
tem  again  acted  on,  and  again  the  same 
consequences  prodoced-^whether  these 
efllects  necessarily  followed  from  the  sys* 
terns  or  not,  he  could  not  resist  the  con- 
viction, thai  there  roust  be  a  connection 
between  these  opposite  systems  and  their 
effocts*  He  could  not  help  saying,  when 
he  saw  one  system  produce  happy  effects^ 
and  another  system  produce  consequences 
exactly  the  contreryi  that  be  must  regard 
this  as  something  more  tliao  the  mere  ef- 
fect of  chance.  He  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  gentlemen  were  bound  to  shew 
him,  in  such  a  state  of  thinp^s,  that  there 
were  other  reasons  which  might  have  pro- 
duced, and  had  produced,  those  effects. 
To  judge  of  the  force  of  this  observation, 
he  should  take  the  averages  of  certain 
considerable  periods  at  the  different  times 
he  had  alluded  to,  and  should  see  what 
effect  the  two  contradictory  systems  had, 
at  those  various  periods,  produced  on  the 
price  of  grain.  We  had  no  returns  of  the 
price  of  grain  prior  to  the  year  1605, 
when  the  first  return  of  the  price  of  grain 
was  made.  He  should  state  it  without 
making  any  deduction.  The  average  of 
the  first  11  years  was  9/.. Is.  Od.  From 
the  year  1 020  to  1623  the  average  price 
was  2L  2s.  3d,  ^ihs.  During  the  next 
ten  years  the  average  price  was  2/.  lOs.  5d. 
being  one  sixth  more;  and,  during  the 
following  ten  years,  the  afcrage  price 
was  2/.  17s.  Sd.  being  about  one  seventh 
more :  or,  durinj^  the  operation  of  the 
system  pursued  in  the  reigns  of  queen 
Blizabeth  and  king  James,  a  rise  of  about 
16s.  Then  the  system  was  reversed,  and 
a  great  rise  took  place  in  the  price  of 
grain ;  but,  about  the  year  ITOQ,  the  old 
aysum  was  again  ftatoitd }  and  between 
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that  period  and  the  year  1765,  a  fall  of 
more  than  one  fourth  took  place  below 
the  average  which  had  existed  before 
this  old  system  was  again  called  into  ope- 
ration. So  that,  notwithstanding  the 
lapse  of  160  years,  and  notwithstanding 
the  great  depreciation  of  money  within 
that  period,  the  monied  price  of  corn  was 
thenexactly  the  same  that  it  had  been  160 
years  before. — ^Tben,  once  more,  after 
thosa  laws  were  again  abolished,  the  are* 
rage  price  of  corn  rose  within  the  first  '20 
years  to  51  Is.  9d,;  but,  deducting  for 
the  depreciation  of  money,  to  31.  16«* 
being  one  half  as  much  again  as  the  ave* 
rage  of  the  former  20  years.  So  he  (Mr. 
Grant)  was  entitled  to  conclude,  from 
what  bad  passed  before,  during  the  period 
of,  and  since  those  systems  had  been 
acted  upon,  that  those  eff*ects  to  which  he 
had  alluded  were  the  necessary  conse- 
quences of  those  opposite  systems  which 
had  at  different  periods  prevailed.  By 
the  one  of  those  systems  our  exports. in- 
creased, and  by  the  other  our  exports 
were  entirely  done  away,  and  the  impor- 
tation of  corn  increased  in  a  proportionate 
degree.  The  variations  in  this  respect 
were  inexplicable  in  any  other  way,  than 
as  bteing  considered  the  effects  of  this 
change  of  system.  Why  our  manufac- 
tures should  increase  and  prosper  while 
our  agriculture  was  going  backward,  or 
vice  vena,  could  only  be  accounted  for  on 
this  principle,  that  equal  advanuges  were 
not  held  out  to  both.  No  person  could: 
be  a  more  sincere  friend  than  he  (Mr. 
Grant)  was  to  a  free  trade;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  thought  that  a  free  trade 
should  be  extended  equally  to  all  the  ob- 
jecu  of  industry.  To  the  graduated  scale 
proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Hnskisson),  be  (Mr.  Grant)  had  a  strong 
objection,  because  it  did  not  fix  any  pre- 
cise rule,  nor  point  out  to  the  farnver  any 
distinct  point  to  which  he  could  look  for 
the  regulation  of  his  conduct.  It  was  a 
great  error  to  suppose  that  the  value  of 
land  was  raised  by  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  com.  It  was  raised  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  profit  of  the  farmer,  and  that 
depended  not  on  the  iocrease  of  the  price 
of  corn,  but  on  the  increase  of  the  demand 
for  it.  It  was  so  in  manufactures.  The 
muslin  gown,  worn  at  present,  from  its 
cheapness,  by  a  woman  of  the  inferior 
classes,  was  one  which  a  lady  of  rank,  in 
the  days  of  our  grandmothers,  could 
scarcely  have  afforded  to  purchase.  Yet, 
was  the  muslia  manufacturer  of  the  pre- 
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sent  day  poorer  than  tbe  nmalin  mana- 
facturer  of  former  days  ?  No.  Because, 
although  the  price  of  bis  manufacture 
had  80  considerably  diminished^  yet  the 
demand  for  it  had  more  than  proportion- 
ably  increased.  His  profits,  like  those  of 
the  farmers,  depended  on  the  quantity 
which  he  could  produce,  and  that  again 
depended  on  the  capital  which  he  was 
able  to  employ.  It  was  another  error  to 
aay  that  the  price  of  labour  depended  on 
the  price  of  corn.  America  and  the  Ne- 
therlands, as  contrasted  with  Holland,  af- 
forded sufficient  refutations  of  this  asser- 
tion. The  price  of  labour,  like  the  price 
of  every  thing  else,  depended  on  the  de- 
mand ibr  it.  In  times  of  scarcity  labour 
was  cheaper  than  the  average  price,  and 
in  times  of  plenty  dearer;  because  in 
times  of  scarcity  the  labourer  was  com- 
pelled to  work  more,  and  in  times  of 
plenty  he  was  induced  to  work  less,  than 
bis  average  allowance.  If  the  commitU^e 
would  refer  to  the  enquiry  made  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  1812,  into  the  existing 
distresses  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
they  would  fmd  it  established  by  evi- 
dence, that  those  distresses  arose,  not 
from  the  price  of  corn,  but  from  the  want 
of  employment.  He  was  anxious  to  sa- 
tisfy the  committee  that  the  question  be- 
fore them  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  en- 
joyments of  the  people,  even  if  the  effect 
or  the  regulation  were  to  raise  the  average 
price  of  corn,  which  he  was  satisfied  it 
would  not  be.  There  were  two  great  ob- 
jects which  the  legislature  ought  to  have 
in  contemplation  on  this  subject;  the 
first,  to  keep  corn  at  as  steady  a  price  as 
possible;  the  second,  to  supply  some  fund 
for  occasional  deficiencies.  He  was  firm- 
ly persuaded,  that  this  country  would  de- 
pend on  itself  for  its  supply,  and  it  ought 
to  do  so.  What  hazard  could  result  from 
making  it  do  so  ?  A  free  exportation  had 
been  already  enacted.  If  to  this  were 
added  such  a  demand  in  the  home 
market  as  would  induce  the  farmer  to  cul- 
tivate more  industriously,  in  the  hope  of 
a  fair  profit,  that  desirable  object  would 
be  attained.  Although  he  was  disposed 
to  go  further  than  the  proposed  Resolu- 
tion—although he  would  willingly  return 
to  those  laws,  from  the  period  of  the 
abandonment  of  which  the  decay  of  the 
country  had  commenced,  and  give  a 
bounty  on  the  exportation  of  corn*-yet 
even  the  adoption  of  this  limited  measure 
he  was  convinced  would  render  oa  an  ex- 
porting country;   without  being  which. 
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we  ccmld  never  sufficietitly  eaard  agaioafe 
a  recurrence  of  the  evils  which  we  had 
endured  from  the  enormous  variationa  that 
had  of  late  years  occurred  in  the  price  of 
grain.  On  all  these  grounds,  he  ahould 
give  hia  most  cordial  support  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  FnmkloMi  Lewis  expreaaed  his 
complete  and  unshaken  conviction,  that  if 
the  subject  were  left  to  itself,  the  country 
would  be  placed  entirely  out  of  danger 
with  respect  to  it.  It  was  strange*  that, 
although  it  was  generally  admitted  in 
theory,  that  all  legislative  interference  in 
matters  of  food  and  commerce  was  pemi* 
cious,  yet  this  maxim  seemed  invariably 
to  be  laid  aside,  as  something  too  good 
for  practice.  The  committee  ought  to 
follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  did 
all  he  could  to  set  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try free  from  restrictions;  and  that  with  a 
view  not  only  to  relieve  our  own  commer- 
cial system,buttointroduce  the  same  liberal 
spirit  into  the  commercial  syatem  of  other 
nations.  One  great  tendency  of  this  en- 
lightened policy  was,  to  aecore  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  ;  as  it  was  wall  known  in 
history  that  nothing  had  more  effectually 
fomented  war,  than  those  petty  jealousies 
and  quarrels  which  had  arisen  from  the 
commercial  regulations  of  different  states. 
Unless  the  agricultural  interest  should  ihow- 
a  sound  reason  for  departing  from  this  prin* 
ciple  (which  he  contended  they  had  not 
hitherto  done),  it  ought  to  be  tenaciously 
adhered  to.  As  it  was,  it  was  proved  by 
an  official  document,  that  at  the  present 
moment  grain  could  not  be  imported  from 
the  Baltic  at  a  lower  price  than  18»i ;  and 
that  without  including  the  profit  of  the 
merchant.  With  that  addition,  grain  so 
imported  could  not  be  sold  in  the  Bogliih 
market  under  84  or  b5s.  Did  not  this 
fact  afford  an  absolute  proof  that  the 
agricultural  interest  was  in  no  dan- 
ger? Had  not  the  farmer  all  tbe  pro- 
tection by  it  which  he  could  hope  or  de- 
sire ?  As  to  the  large  importations  which 
of  late  years  had  at  various  periods  taken 
place,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  agricul- 
tural interest  had  materially  benefitted  by 
them ;  for,  by  sustaining  the  enonnooa 
growth  of  our  manufactures  and  popnhi- 
tion,  they  had  eventually  raised  oor  sgri* 
cultural  system  to  the  astonishing  perfec- 
tion to  which  it  had  arrived.  At  inteiw 
vals  during  this  period  of  increase,  the 
country  had  experienced  a  scarcity 
amounting  almost  to  famine ;  and  there- 
fore, had  not  the  increasing  manuftctoring 
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population  been  mainUined,  and  ooraed» 
and  cherished*  and  fostered,  by  the  very 
importation  which  was  now  complained 
off  it  would  not  at  present  be  in  existence. 
In  his  opinion,  a  steady  price  was  more 
likely  to  prevail  with  a  free  trade  than 
with  a  restricted  importation;  for  the 
only  rational  hope  of  remedying  a  local 
inconvenience  was,  by  having  recourse  to 
a  wider  sdrface  of  the  world.  The  argu- 
ment, that  parliament  most  continue  to 
legislate  on  the  subject,  because  it  had 
already  legislated  so  much,  was  absurd. 
What  was  the  object  of  all  the  legislative 
provisions  that  had  from  time  to  time 
been  made  }  To  remedy  the  evils  occa- 
sioned by  previous  legislative  provisions 
on  the  same  subject.  What  had  been  the 
object  of  the  Act  of  1663?  To  destroy 
two  obnoxious  preceding  Acts.  What  hsid 
been  the  objects  of  the  5 1  Acts  that  had 
since  passed?  Did  not  each  of  them,  in 
succession,  proclaim  the  failure  and  im- 
perfection of  its  predecessor?  He  must 
oppose  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  W.  P.  T.  L.  WeUcsUy  supported 
the  proposition  made  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  convinced  as  he  was  that  the  agri- 
culture of  the  country  was  brought  to  such 
a  state  of  perfection  as  would,  at  least, 
easily  enable  us  to  supply  our  own  con- 
sumption of  grain. 

Mr.  Hou  contended,  in  opposition  to 
the  arguments  of  an  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite, that  the  high  price  of  bread  was  of 
material  importance  to  the  labourer; 
and  that  either  he  must  seriously  suffer,  or 
it  must  be  made  up  to  him  by  an  increase 
of  wage?.  Adverting  to  former  regula- 
tions, he  shewed  that  it  had  uniformly 
proved  injurious  to  fix  the  price  of  corn 
by  parliamentary  enactment.  In  1791  it 
had  been  raised  6«.  a  quarter ;  in  1804  it 
had  been  raised  l7#.  The  rise  now  pro- 
posed was  405.  a  quarter ;  and  he  would 
venture  to  assert,  that  if  the  committee 
adopted  the  Resolution,  106s.  a  quarter 
would  very  shortly  be  the  minimum. 

Mr.  Huikis9<m  argued  at  considerable 
length,  to  prove  that  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  make  this  an  exporting  cooatiyi  by  re- 
verting to  the  system  of  our  ancestors. 
The  increased  population  of  the  country 
had,  he  believed,  compelled  our  agricul- 
turisU  to  cultivate  land  that  our  ancestors 
would  have  rejected.  It  had  been  truly 
said  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  the 
protecting  price  would  not  be  the  price 
at  which  corn  would  be  sold  in  the  home 
inarket.    Experience,  uid  the  etidence  of 
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the  existing  case,  proved  this.  If  lasl 
year  the  price  at  which  importation  was  to 
be  prohibited  had  been  fixed  at  95s* 
could  it  be  seriously  thought  by  any  one 
that  corn  would  be  now  selling  at  95f.  ? 
Was  not  the  present  price  the  consequence 
of  our  own  abundant  supply  ?  He  by  no 
means  wished  that  com  should  be  dear. 
He  wished  it  to  be  cheap,  provided  that 
cheapness  was  the  result  of  the  capital  and 
the  industry  of  this  counrry.  tie  dia« 
claimed  having  said  that  87f.  ought  to  be 
the  lowest  price  ;  and  he  preferred  a  gra- 
duated scale  to  a  fixed  prohibition,  as  it 
would  afibrd  greater  facilities  for  keeping 
down  the  price  if  it  should  become  too 
high.  Nothing  could  be  more  simple  or 
intelligible  than  the  application  of  this 
scale.  The  /preigf  importer  would  know 
that  oTory  shilling  that  com  rose  or  fell 
would  operate  to  the  extent  of  two  shil* 
lings  on  his  importation.  A  much  more 
complicated  scale  was  applied  to  the  im- 
portation of  sugar,  but  no  difficulty  arose 
from  that  circumstance.  Nor  would  there 
be  any  difficulty  in  the  application  of  the 
graduated  scale  to  Ireland  ;  although,  as  it 
was  not  likely  that  there  would  be  much 
importation  in  that  country,  a  lowcraveragt 
ipight  perhaps  be  taken  for .  it.  He  per- 
fectly coincided  in  the  suggestion  of  hia 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chaocellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  leave  the  ftubject  open  to 
revision  at  no  very  distant  period,  impossi- 
ble as  it  was  to  foresee  the  various  circum- 
stances and  changes  which  might  occur, 
operative  upon  it.  By  the  present  pro- 
vision, however,  the  ensuing  alarm  would 
be  allayed — not  among  the  landholders^ 
for  he  was  persuaded  that  they  had  no 
greedy  or  grasping  expectations— hot 
among  the  occupiers  of  land,  who  had  a 
claim  on  the  justice  of  parliament  to  pro- 
tect their  interests  from  deterioration. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  committee 
would  adopt  the  graduated  scale,  as  it 
would  do  enough,  and  not  do  more  than 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  D.  Gtdify  approved  of  the  proposi- 
tion of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Foster), 
in  preference  to  the  graduated  Krale ;  but 
thought  5L  loo  high  a  price  to  fix.  If  he 
were  called  upon  to  name  a  sum,  he  should 
say  d4«. 

Mr.  Potter  expressed  his  readineu,  pro- 
vided the  principle  of  his  proposition  were 
acceded  to  by  the  committee,  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  84i.  or  with  any  other  sum' 
that,  in  their  judgment,  would  be  expe- 
dieol.    With  their  leave,  he  wooM  with* 
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driTTr  his  resolotion,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  that  alteration  in  it. 

The  Chamcdlar  qfthe  Excheqwr  obttrved, 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  need  not  do  that 
until  the  committee  had  determined  whe* 
ther  or  not  to  adopt  the  graduated 'scale 
proposed  by  his  hon.  friend.  That  was 
the  question  upon  which  they  were  now 
called  upon  to  decide;  and  for  one*  he 
should  pronounce  an  nnequivocal  affir- 
mative. 

Lord  Milion  agreed  with  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Foster)  in  his  ob- 
jection to  a  graduated  scale. 

Mr.  Comitiig  thought  the  graduated  scale 
was  the  least  objectionable  measure, .  as 
doing  least;  for  he  bad  considerable 
doubts  whether  it  wasnecessarv  or  proper 
to  do  any  thing  but  what  had  been  done ; 
namely,  the  allowing  the  free  exportation 
of  grain.  But  as  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  erect  his  judgment  against  the  com* 
mittee,  he  should  agree  to  the  graduated 
acale;  not  precluding  himself  on  any 
future  stage>  from  examining  it,  if  he 
ahoald  then  think  proper.  He  hoped, 
liowefvr,  that  no  legislative  measnre  would 
be  adopted  on  any  resolution  which  was 
not  unanimously  adopted,  without  a  due 
time  being  allowed  to  make  it  known  to 
the  country.  Whatever  measure  was 
adopted,  he  hoped  would  be  merely 
temporary. 

The  Ckancfllor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
intended  to  propose,  that  whatever  mea- 
sure was  adopted  should  be  temporary ; 
and  that  he  should  not  attempt  to  carry 
any  measure  quickly  into  a  law  which  was 
not  unanimously  received. 

Mr.  Western  expressed  bis  disapproba- 
tion of  the  graduated  scale,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  afford  no  sure  protection  to 
the  farmer. 

Sic  /.  Newport  said,  he  should  support 
the  graduated  scale,  not  as  the  best  mea- 
sure possible,  but  the  best  which  it  was 
probable  would  be  carried. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Hus- 
kisson,  Foster,  and  H.  Thornton,  the  House 
divided. 

For  Mr.  Foster^s  Amendment    -    60 

Against  it 81 

Majority     -    .    -     .  ,—21. 

The  Resolution,  iu  its  original  form,  was 
then  agreed  to. 
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move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  to 
abolish  Mei^ie  Process.    In  order  to  pre- 
vent any  misinterpretation-  of  his  senti- 
ments respecting  lawyers,  iie  obaerred, 
that  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  aa  in  all 
other  professions,  there  were  good,  bad^ 
and  indifferent  individuals ;  but  there  wai 
this  marked  distinction  between  that  and 
other  profes^ons,  that  those  who  belonged 
to  the  legal  profession,  and  who  possessed 
integrity  and  ability,  and  a  desire  to  do 
right,  had  more  power  to  do  good,  and 
were  more  valuable  members  of  society^ 
than  any  other  persons ;   while  on  the 
other  hand,  if  they  were  guided  by  difierent 
motives,  and  were  instigated  to  do  wrong, 
it  was  in  their  power  to  do  more  mischief 
than  could  be  done  by  any-  other  class  of 
men.    The  preamble  of  the  Bill  which  be 
had  introduced  to  their  lordships,  after  re- 
citing Magna  Cbarta,  went  on  to  declare 
that  mesne  process  was  contrary  to  the 
ancient  law  of  the  land.    On  this  point 
the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  had  thought  proper  to  contradict 
him,  and,  in  order  to  establish  his  propoai- 
tion,  had  quoted  three  acts  of  parliament 
which    he    (lord    Stanhope)   knew  were 
actually  not  in  existence,  having  all  been 
repealed  shortly  after  they  had  been  paned. 
This  fact  be  pretty  well  knew  at  the  time 
of  the  Liord  Chief  Justice's  statement;   bot 
he  thought  that  it  would  not  be  respectful 
to  their  lordships,  or -the  person  who  had 
made  such  a  confident  assertion,  to  con- 
tradict it  without  due  examination.    After 
having  closely  exaniiued  the  statute  book, 
be  would  now  distinctly  declare,  that  it 
did  not  contain  one  single  Act  in  support 
of  mesne  process.     With  respect  to  the 
first  statute,  that  of  Henry  3,  it  did  not  go 
on  the  principle  of  mesne  process,  bift 
only  to  attach  the  bodies  of  those  not  pos- 
sessing lands  or  tenements,  who  might 
withdraw  themselves,  to  compel  them  to 
render  an  account,  and  not  to  pay.    But 
even  if  it  were  not  so,  still  this  itatate 
afforded  rm  contradiction  to  the  preamble 
in  his  Bill,  that  mesne  process  wu  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  the  land ;   for  it  had 
been  repealed.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  had 
quoted  two  other  statutes,  which  had  both 
been  also  repealed.   There  was  knowledge 
in  a  lord  chief  justice!  The  Act  of  Edward 
1,  which  was   the   next,  extended    the 
attachment  to  all  receivers,  and  they  were 
to  be  imprisoned  in  irons !  There  waa  a 
beautiful  act  for  a  firiend  of  liberty  to 
quote !  Would  the  chief  justice  venture 
at  this  day  to  put  that  Act  in  executioa  } 
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One  of  his  own  (earl  Stanhope's)  receif  ers 
nvas  a  professional  man.  Suppose  ihat  at 
the  time  when  he  ought  to  account^  one 
of  bis  clients  came  to  hini«  and  insisted  on 
having  his  will  made  without  delay  ^  or 
suppose  a  client  wanted  to  have  a  ouurriage 
settlement  prepared,  and  would  not  con- 
sent to  a  moment's  delay ;  was  he  (earl 
Stanhope)  to  put  him  in  irons  because  be 
did  net  immediately  make  up  his  accounts? 
Another  of  his  receivers  was  a  justice  of 
peace.  Was  he  to  imprison  %  justice  of 
peace  and  pot  him  in  irons  ?  Then,  there 
was  another  Act  of  Edward  Z,  but  all  these 
were  gone.  The  spirit  of  the  ancient  law 
then,  was,  that  none  should  be  imprisoned 
but  after  trial  by  his  peers.  Magna  Charta 
was  in  our  old  statutes  called  the  great 
Charter  of  our  liberties.  It  was  less  re- 
spected now.  It  was  stated  to  be  a  decla- 
ration of  the  old  common  law.  Why 
then,  it  might  be  asked,  had  it  been  passed  r 
For  the  same  reason  that  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  passed  after  the  violations  of  the  law 
by  James  2.  By  the  'J5th,  37th,  38tb,  and 
4>2d  of  Edward  3^  no-one  was  to  be  impri- 
soned till  he  was  put  upon  his  defence.  The 
next  Act  that  bore  on  the  subject  was  that 
passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  4,  for  the 
regulation  of  attorniesi  the  number  of 
which  it  stated  to  be  very  mischievoos  to 
the  community.  It  called  them  "  conten- 
tious;" and  if  their  lordships  preferred 
that  phrase  to  "  pettifoggers,"  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  substitute  it  in  his  Bill. 
It  went  on  to  limit  the  number  of  attornies, 
"  to  prevent  them  from  being  vexatious  to 
the  people/'  and  fixed  the  number  at  six 
in  Norfolk,  six  in  SuflTolk,  and  two  in  Nor- 
wich. He  would  to  God  their  lordships 
would  now  count  the  attornies,  and  redace 
them  to  that  number !  On  this  -subject, 
there  had  been  continual  battles,  between 
the  enemies  of  liberty,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  those  who  supported  liberty,  justice, 
and  common  sense,  on  the  other.  Per- 
petual encroachments  were  made,  and  as 
perpetual  efforts  to  put  them  down.  Ad- 
verting to  the  preamble  of  the  8th  of  Eliza- 
beth he  expressed  his  readiness,  if  required, 
to  substitute  that  for  his  own.  It  repro- 
bated, as  his  did,  the  arrest  or  attachment 
of  persons,  against  whom,  when  they  were 
brought  to  answer,  no  declaration  was 
made,  and  who  were  thereby  exposed  to 
great  hardship  and  expence;  and  the  Bill 
enacted,  that  a  declaration  should  be  put 
in,  in  three  days  from  the  arrest,-^and  not 
delayed,  as  it  now  might  be,  for  seven 

months;  which  was  a  ooit  horrible  io* 


justice,  and  contrary  to  reason  and  com- 
mon sense.  A  great  legal  man  had  onca 
told  him,  that  be  coald  not  reconcile 
mesne  process  to  any  principle  of  reason 
or  common  sense.  Many  instances  bad 
come  to  his  knowledge  of  the  shameful 
hardships  consequent  upon  it,  A  naval 
officer  whom  be  knew,  after  an  absence  of 
four  years,  returned  home,  not  owing  a 
single  shilling;  but,  by  direction  of  soma 
barpies  of  attornies,  he  wu  arrested 
in  ten  minutes  after  his  landing  at  Chat- 
ban,  and  most  have  gone  to  gaol,  had 
it  not  been  for  a  noble  admirM,  and  a 
tradesman  of  the  town,  who  became  bail 
for  him.  The  whole  originated  in  a  m»- 
take.  The  naval  officer  went  to  consoll 
a  lawyer  on  the  occasion.  The  lawyer 
told  biffl,  that  the  event  of  a  law-suit  must 
inevitably  be  in  his  favour.  When  asked, 
however,  how  moeb  the  suit  would  coft« 
he  replied,  not  above  100/.!  Now  as  the 
sum  for  which  he  had  been  unjustly  ar- 
rested was  but  30/.  the  naval  officer 
hegged  the  lawyer^a  pardon,  and  said  be 
should  prefer  paying  the  money  demanded. 
He  had  seen,  within  the  last  fortnight^ 
another  officer  who  had  returned  homo 
after  spending  17  years  in  his  Majesty's 
service.  He  owed  a  person  20/.  which  he 
had  never  paid,  because  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  his  creditor  desiring  him  to  suit 
his  own  convenience.  He  was,  however, 
pounced  upon  by  mesne  process.  And  to 
how  much  did  their  lordships  imagine  a 
conscientious  attorney  contrived  to  run  up 
the  cosU  in  two  months  ?  To  150/. !  Wu 
not  this  scandalous?  Was  the  authority 
for  such  a  nefarious  practice  to  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  on  the  statute  book? 
Another  person,  a  respectable  merchant  of 
the  name  of  Maule  (his  were  not  sham 
cases),  having  gained  a  law-suit,  gave  his 
attorney  power  to  receive  the  proceeds. 
To  his  great  surprise,  however,  the  attor- 
ney, without  asking  leave,  reserved  out  of 
these  proceeds  30/.  for  himself.  Mr. 
Maule,  on  this,  applied  to  an  honest  at* 
torney  (a  plant  of  rare  growth),  who 
scratched  out  most  of  the  charges,  and 
signed  his  name  at  the  bottom  of  the  bill. 
On  Mr.  Maule's  expostulating  with  th« 
first  man  on  his  exorbitance,  the  insolent 
answer  wu,  ''  if  the  money  is  an  object  to 
you,  it  is  none  to  me ;  take  it  back.'  Tha 
more  he  investigated  these  subject^  the 
more  he  was  persuaded,  that  as  the 
mystery  of  special  pleaders  was  to  annul 
common -sense  (an  opinion  which  be  had 
before  advanced  ia  that  Houie),  ae  tli» 
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mystery  of  attoriiies  wm  to  annul  common 
honesty.  Hudibras  had  very  juslly  and 
very  finely  apostrophized  them  :— 

"  You  pettifoggers !  damn  your  souls ! 

'*  Who  share  with  knaves  in  clicating  fools !'' 

The  mesne  process  was  peculiarly  inju- 
rious to  commerce.  A  merchant  could  not 
always  command  his  capital ;  and  if  sud- 
denly attacked^  he  must  frequently  stop 
payment  and  be  ruined ;  for  bail  was  not 
always  to  be  obtained.  The  other  day  a 
merchant,  so  arrested  by  mi»take,  was 
ruined  in  consequence,  the  circumstance 
having  completely  thrown  him  on  bis 
back.  And  in  one  of  the  ablest  and  best 
reasoned  letters  that  he  bad  ever  read,  it 
was  observed  by  the  writer,  that  he  would 
rather  trust  a  man  with  a  smaller  capital  if 
there  were  no  mesne  process  in  existence, 
than  a  man  with  a  large  capital  if  the 
mesne  process  were  in  force;  because  the 
mesne  process  might  bankrupt  the  one, 
from  which  evil  the  other  might  be 
exempt.  On  that  subject  much  useful  in- 
formation would  be  found  in  an  admirable 
pamphlet,  written  by  a  barrister  well 
known  in  VVestminstcr  and  at  the  West- 
minster eleciions,  Mr.  Jennings,  entitled, 
''  A  Free  Enquiry  into  the  merits  of  lord 
Sedesdale's  Bill.''  There  was  another 
clau  of  persons  to  whom  mesne  process 
was  very  injurious.  He  appealed  to  the 
bishops,  tome  of  whom  had  once  been  poor 
themselves,  in  behalfof  their  poor  brethren. 
A  reverend  clergyman,  with  a  iarse  family, 
oppressed  by  illness  and  other  evils,  might 
be  suddenly  taken  by  mesne  process  and 
dragged  io  gaol,  there  to  lie,  exposed,  per- 
haps, to  the  severest  rigours  of  winter,  for 
seven  months,  without  knowing  why,  and 
for  12  or  15  months  without  a  trial  of  his 
case.  This  English  slave  trade  was  worse 
than  the  African  slave  trade.  The  African 
slave  trade  affected  only  individual  ne- 
groes; bat  in  this  not  only  the  individual 
immediately  affected  was  in  all  probability 
ruined;  but  when  he  fell,  others  fell  in 
auccession,  like  a  set  of  nine-pins.  As, 
therefore,  their  lordships,  in  their  justice, 
humanity,  and  policy,  had  abolished  the 
African  slave  trade,  he  trusted  they  would 
assist  him  in  abolishing  this  English  slave 
trade,  which  was  more  cruel  because  ap- 
plicable to  a  greater  number  of  persons. 

Lord  Elknoorouiih  repeated  his  asuertion 
on  a  former  evening,  that  the  recital  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
noble  lord— namely,  that  mesne  process 
was  coQtjrary  to  the  ancient  law  of  the 
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land— was  unfounded ;  and  added,  that  no 
difference  was  made  in  the  question,  e^ea 
were  the  three  statutes  to  which  be  had 
referred  repealed,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve tliey  were.  But  if  he  had  only 
quoted  the  .53d  of  Henry  3,  (enacted  so 
soon  after  Magna  Charta],  it  would  appear 
by  that  statute,  that  persons  were  then 
liable  to  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process. 
The  preamble  of  the  Bill  stated,  that  at- 
tachments, of  the  nature  to  which  the  Bill 
referred,  were  against  Magna  Charta. 
That  he  positively  denied.  They  were  as 
old  as  the  law.  Arrest  for  contempt  was 
essential  to  the  protection  of  all  the  conns 
of  justice,  and  was  coeval  with  the  esta- 
blishment of  those  courts.  It  was  a  per- 
verted view  of  Magna  Charta  to  say,  that 
mesne  process  was  in  contradiction  to  it. 
But  if  it  had  been  so,  was  not  a  subsequent 
legislative  proceeding— that  of  the  53d  of 
Henry  3,  equally  potent?  At  alt  events 
the  Act  of  Henry  6,  in  1444,  defined  the 
mode  in  which  persons  arrested  on  mesne 
process  should  be  delivered  on  putting  in 
bail  to  the  sheriff;  86  that  the  practice 
which  the  noble  lord  had  pronounced 
contrary  to  the  ancient  law  of  the  land, 
had  unquestionably  existed  370  years. 
Since  that  period,  certainly,  everj^  thing 
had  been  done  to  mitigate  the  evils  ana 
inconveniencies  of  arrests.  By  the  statute 
of  the  I3tb  Charles  2,  the  material  altera- 
tion was  introduced,  that  unless  a  party 
stated  the  true  cause  of  action,  he  could 
not  hold  to  bail  fur  a  larger  sum  than  401. 
That  Act  also,  let  it  be  observed,  referred 
in  its  preamble  to  the  antiquity  of  mesne 
process;  for  the  preamble  commenced 
thus :  "  Whereas  by  the  ancient  and  fun* 
daroental  law  of  the  land,  &c."  Still, 
however,  it  was  not  provided,  that  the 
party  should  swear  to  the  cause  of  action 
until  the  12th  of  Geo.  1,  which  enacted, 
that  unless  a  party  made  affidavit  of  the 
cause  of  action,  he  should  not  hold  to  bail 
for  a  sum  less  than  10/.  in  the  superior, 
and  40«.  in  the  inferior  courts.  By  a  re- 
cent Bill  the  sum  of  \0l.  had  been  in* 
creased  to  13/.  at  which  it  stood.  In 
actions  of  trover,  in  which  the  value  was 
very  uncertain,  the  judges  had  interfered^ 
and  had  declared  that  no  person  should  In 
future  be  held  to  bail  in  trover,  but  under 
an  especial  order  of  the  court.  And  it 
had  so  happened,  that  few  instances  "bad 
occurred  in  which  parties  in  trover  were 
allowed  to  hold  to  bail  at  all.  In  cases  in 
which  parties  sought  their  remedy  by 
actioDi  if  it  proved  to  be  a  maliciooi  pro^ 
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ceeding— if,  for  insttncey  in  a  case  io 
which  100/.  was  lOQght  only  20/.  was  re-% 
cowtrtd,  the  parties  so  proeeeding  not  only 
did  not  obtain  their  own  costs,  hot  were 
compelled  by  the  coHrt  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  defendant.  Soon  after  he  had  the 
honour  to  fill  the  jodicial  situation  which 
he  held,  a  noble  lord  brought  into  the 
House  a  Bill  similar  to  the  one  now  pro- 
posed. On  that  occasion,  the  late  lord 
kenyon,  an  individual  of  unimpeached 
jastice  and  humanity,  having  inquired  how 
many  persons  arrested  on  mesne  process 
paid  at  once,  and  having  found  that  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  that  was  done,  op- 
posed the  Bill,  and  argued  as  be  (lord 
Eilenborough)  did,  that  however  painful 
the  usage  might  be  in  some  cases,  yet 
that  in  a  great  multitude  of  instances 
nothing  could  be  more  beneficial  or  more 
humane  to  the  parties  arrested.  'The 
noble  lord  had  treated  the  subject  as  if  it 
had  become  peculiarly  yezatious  at  the 
present  moment.  He  would  distinctly 
deny  the  inference,  that  the  laws  were 
ftrained  for  the  oppression  of  the  subject. 
Every  possible  care  was  taken  to  qualify 
and  mitigate  them  by  the  superintending 
iFigilance  of  the  courts  of  justice.  If  any 
abuse  existed  in  the  courts  of  Westminster* 
Hall,  if  any  act  of  oppressive  severity  had 
uken  place  in  them,  he  called  on  the 
noble  lord  to  adduce  it.  Situated-  as  he 
was,  it  might  not  be  seemly  in  him  to 
apeak  highly  of  the  profession  of  the  law ; 
and  yet  there  were  occasions,  (and  this 
appeared  to  be  one)  in  which  a  memberi 
however  unworthy,  of  a  prof(fcssion  was 
called  upon,  in  justice  to  that  profession, 
to  disclaim  the  imputations  which  had 
been  thrown  upon  it.  He  had  sufficiently 
proved,  that  the  usage  in  question  was  in 
conformity  to  the  ancient  law,  and  was 
not  a  rexatious  innovation.  If  the  noble 
lord  continued  to  attack  it,  therefore,  he 
must  attack  it  on  another  principle.  On 
this  subject  he  would  trouble  the  House  no 
longer.  He  had  been  induced  to  smile  at 
some  of  the  noble  lord's  observations ;  but 
that  was  the  only  compliment  he  could 
pay  him. 

Lord  Holland  could  not  permit  this  sub^^ 
iect  to  pass  without  saying  a  few  words, 
in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen  from 
Ibe  noble  and  learned  lord.  He  must  say, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  antiquity  of  im- 
prisonment under  mesne,  process,  it  was 
Deiter  {cnown  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
tnd  to  bis  noble  friend  (earl  SianlK>peX 
||mn  to  himself;  but  therm  was  nqifaiog 
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stated  on  the  other  side  irhich  convinced 
him  that  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  antient 
law  of  the  land.  When  he  mentioned  4ha 
law  of  the  land,  be  did  not  mean  any 
sutute  since  the  reign  of  Richard  2,  but 
what  was  before  that  reign  considered  the 
common  law.  But  whether  it  were  of 
more  antient  or  modern  existence,  he  con* 
cnrred  in  giving  his  vote  for  the  present 
measure,  because  he  was  convinced  tba 
law  of  arrest  was  liable  to  great  abuse ; ' 
and  it  had  rarely  answered  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended,  to  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt.  Upon  a  former  exa- 
mination it  was  found,  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  of  imprisonment  the  debt  was 
never  paid.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say 
but  many  words  might  be  altered  in  the 
Bill,  andf  many  alterations  introduced  into 
it  in  the  committee;  but  even  then  it 
might  be  found,  from  other  difficulties,  in- 
expedient to  pass  such  a  measure  ;  yet  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  support  the  prin« 
ciple ;  for  it  had  always  been  his  opinion* 
and  remained  to  to  the  present  day,  that 
imprisonment  of  the  debtor  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  law  itself,  add  that  it  com- 
pletely failed  in  accomplishing  its  true 
object,  which  was  the  recovery  of  the 
debt.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  had  not 
treated  bis  noble  friend's  Bill  with  the 
candour  that  usually  belonged  to  him  ; 
but  if  the  expressions  were  not  technical 
he  liked  them  the  better;  for  he  was 
anxious  that  acts  of  parliament  should  be 
so  framed  as  to  meet  not  only  the  under- 
standing of  their  lordships,  and  men  learned 
in  the  law,  but  also  that  of  the  people  in 
general.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
expressing  very  strongly  his  concurrence 
in  the  principle  of  the  measure. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  put  the  question 
from  the  woolsack ;  when  a  division  was 
called  for,  and  strangers  were  ordered  to 
withdraw. 

The  House  having  divided,  the  numbers 
were— 

ContenU     ...••••     10 

Not  Contents    •-•---    4S 

Majority  against  the  second  reading  S3 

Earl  Stanhope  next  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  BUI  for  the  protection  of 
poor  debtors  ;  when  the  question  was  potp 
and  negatived  without  a  division. 


H0U9E   OF   COMMONS. 
WedneMday,  May  18. 
Rbfost  on  Tsn  CoaM  l^ti^i^]]    Mr. 


963]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Grordon  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Housei  on  the  re-committed  Report 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of 
the  motion  made  upon  the  '2nd  instant, 
that  it  is  expedient  that  the  exportation 
of  corn,  grain,  meal,  malt,  and  flour,  from 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  should 
be  permitted  at  all  times  without  the  pay* 
ment  of  any  duty,  and  without  receiving 
any  bounty  whatever,  the  Resolution  they 
bad  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House  ; 
and  which  was  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that 
the  seyeral  duties  now  payable  in  respect 
of  all  com,  grain,  meal,  and  flour,  im- 
ported into. the  United  Kingdom,  should 
cease  and  determine ;  and,  that  the  se- 
veral duties  in  the  following  schedule 
ahall  be  paid  in  lieu  thereof,  for  a  time  to 
be  limited. 

The  Schedule  of  Duties  will  be  found  in 
pp.  725,  726. 

The  CbanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  that  the  House  should  adopt  the 
Resolution. 

Mr.  CaicTifi  said,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  make  a  great  deal  more  inquiry 
into  this  subject,  before,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country,  he  could 
come  to  any  determinatton  upon  it.  He 
considered  the  proposition  as  totally  in- 
applicable to  this  country.  It  was  as 
much  the  interest  of  land-owners  ihat  there 
should  be  an  abundant  supply  of  corn  at  a 
moderate  rate  to  the  people,' as  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  people  themselves.  He  al- 
lowed, that  it  was  necessary  rents  should 
rise  in  proportion  to  the  expence  of 
living ;  but  if  other  things  fell,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  renu  ouglit  not  to  fall  also, 
when  land  was  let  too  high.  In  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  where  land  was  let  a  ereat  deal 
too  high,  nothing  but  the  adoption  of  a 
proposition  like  that  now  before  the  House 
could  keep  them  from  falling.  He  merely 
took  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few 
words,  that  he  might  not  be  phcdjged  to 
any  system,  unless  he  saw  his  way  much 
clearer  than  he  did  at  present. 
.  Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  said,  the  hon. 
barbnet  knew  very  well  that  the  principle 
of  the  Report  obtained  his  approbation  in 
^he  committee  ;^  but  the  Report  had  been 
so  altered  from  what  he  thought  to  be  the 
understanding  of  the  committee,  that  he 
could  not  agree  to  it  without  farther  en- 
quiry. It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  sum  to 
be  fixed  by  them  ought  not  to  go  beyond 
iOi. ;  and  it  was  bit  .intention  tbtrafere  to 
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propose,  as  an  amendment  to  ih%  Buoltt* 
tion,  to  begin  with  a  duty  of  220f.  when 
the  price  was  60s.;  1 5s.  when  tbe  pric« 
was  65s»  and  so  on,  the  duty  regoUrlj 
decreasing  in  the  same  proportion,  till  iIm 
price  came  to  80s.  when  it  should  ceftie* 
Till  he  saw  that  the  agriculture  of  ibe 
country  could  not  go  on  without  a  meaiurs 
like  the  present,  he  was  unwilling  to 
consent  to  a  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  ^rain. 

Mr.  Pole  Carew  had  no  doubt  of  tlio 
ability  of  this  country  lo  maintain  its  own 
inhabitants,  when  he  considered,  tbe  ex« 
tent  of  land  still  uncultivated.  In  his 
opinion,  the  leading  features  of  the  Report 
were  incontrovertible. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  that  another  oom*- 
mittee  ought  immediately  to  be  appointed. 
A  great  deal  of  matter  had  fallen  fvom 
several  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  Imil- 
night,  which  was  well  deserving  of  const* 
deration.  A  great  many  accounts  wero 
still  wanted  ;  and  they  ought  also  to  have 
the  oral  testimony  of  those  persons  who 
were  best  acquainted  with  tbe  state  of 
the  corn  trade  in  this  country.  They 
were  ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  import 
trade  at  this  moment ;  and  they  oagbi  to 
have  the  accounts  brought  up  to  the* 
latest  time  ;  that  is,  from  January  l» 
April.  He  conceived  that  it  would  be  best 
to  have  a  select  committee  appointed.  By 
the  employment  of  due  diligence,  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  the  committee  aight 
actually  be  enabled  to  lay'  before  tbe 
House  much  valuable  mafier,  withoat 
which  it  would  neither  be  honourable  for 
themselves,  nor  safe  for  the  comKry,  l» 
proceed  further  in  the  present  subject. 

Mr.  Thompson  said,  the  fkesent  discus- 
sion must  have  removed  many  misappie- 
hensions  on  tbe  subject.  He  merely 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  fiivoer  of 
the  growers  of  corn,  who  had  a  great  oleiqt 
on  the  indulgence  of  tbe  Hoese.  AIL 
he  wished  was,  that  tbe  fiumer  shoeid 
have  a  reasonable  profit  after  the  payesmt 
of  rent  and  taxes ;  but  this  wonld  be  iitt« 
possible,  if  foreigners  were  allowed  aa 
unrestrained  competition  with  him  ie  the 
home  market,  while  the  trade  in  every 
other  commodity  was  restricted,  it  woeld 
be  unsafe  for  that  in  corn  to  be  free. 

General  Gasceyne  thought  the  Hoose 
ought  to  hweall  possible  informetieBea 
the  subject  now  before  them.  Withitt 
these  fow  days,  great  speculations  ia  cora 
had  been  made ;  on  tne  certaiflty,  thet 
if  this  measare  ^uld  he  adopted,  e  greet 
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rile  would  take  place  io  the  price  of  that 
commodity.  Boi  whatever  nltimatelv 
might  be  the  decision  of  the  Hoasc,  it 
would  be  latisfactory  to  the  people  to 
know  that  every  inquiry  bad  been ,  pre* 
yiously  gone  into. 

Mr.  HuMkiu99i  rose  merely  with  a  view 
to  notice  the  obserratioifwhich  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  la«t, 
regarding  the  speculations  in  corn.  It 
was  quite  impossible,  in  his  opinion,  for 
any  person  not  to  perceive  that,  from  the 
aiipply  of  grain  at  present  in  this  country, 
there  was  no  probability  of  any  rise  in 
price  before  harvest.  This  was  one  reason 
for  his  wishing  to  proceed  with  the  subject 
at  present.  There  were  many  persons  in 
the  House  desirous  of  defeating  the  mea- 
sure ;  and  at  the  present  advanced  period 
of  the  session  he  sboold  despair  of  any 
report  of  a  committee  being  laid  before 
the  House  in  any  reasonable  time 'to  admit 
of  subsequent  discussion ;  and  thus  agprce- 
ing  to  a  select  committee  would  be  the 
same  thing  as  putting  off  the  measure  al- 
together to  another  session. 

The  question  wts  then  put,  and  the 
House  adopud  the  Resolution  without  a 
division. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eickequer  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in  conformity 
io  the  Resolution.  In  answer  to  a  question 
of  lord  Milton,  he  said,  thtt  he  was  unde- 
termined whether  he  should  propose  three 
or  five  years,  for  the  period  of  the  Bill. 
Three  years  he  thought  the  shortest  term 
which  could  enable  the  country  to  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  the  measure. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

CoFT  Right  Bill.]  The  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  on  this  Bill, 
in  which 

Mr.  D.  Oiddy  stated,  that,  from  a  re- 
consideration of  the  clauses,  it  vras  wished 
ihat  this  commitment  should  only  be  pro 
forma,  and  that  it  should  be  re-committed 
-vrhen  the  Bill  was  more  complaiely  in  the 
possession  of  the  members.  For  the  aa- 
tisfaciion  of  those  present,  however,  he 
wished  shortly  to  run  over  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  as  k  had  been  altered  and  now 
atood.  The  clauses  provided^  1.  That  it 
abould  not  be  necessary  that  the  copies  of 
books  presented  to  public  libraries  shookl 
be  on  nne  paper.— -2.  That  no  book  need 
be  presented  to  these  libraries,  unless  sucb 
as  were  required  from  the  booksellers.-^ 
9«  That  all  copy  riglMa  sboi^i  bowlered 


ar  StationersNhall ;  and  that  if  the  author, 
by  a  special  entry,  waved  his  cony  rightf 
he  should  then  only  bo  required  to  pre- 
sent  one  copy  to  the  British  Museum.—* 
4.  That  the  term  of  copy  right  be  ex* 
tended  from  H  years  certain,  and  Another 
14  years  if  the  author  was  living  at  tha 
end  of  the  first  term,  to  28  years  certain. 
There  was  another  clause  which  the  hon« 
member  said  had  been  presented  to  him 
by  the  booksellers;  to  provide,  that  im* 
proper  use  should  not  be  made  of  the  hooka 
presented  to  the  public  libraries,  as  it  had 
been  said  that  they  were  sometimes  sold* 
These  clauses,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Bankes,  were  then  received  for  the  purpose 
of  being  printed.  The  House  then  re- 
sumed, and  the  Report  being  received, 
was  ordered  to  be  uken  into  consideration 
on  the  27  th  instant. 


HOUSE  OFCOMBIONS. 

TAarsdiiy,  itfoy  19. 

Bristol  Petitiom  agaihi^t  the  Coei^ 
Bill.]  Mr.  Protheroe  presented  a  Peti* 
tion,  signed  by  22,445  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bristol ;  setting  forth  the  evils  that 
were  to  be  expected  froas  any  alteratioA 
in  the  com  laws,  and  expressing  their 
confidence  that  the  wisdom  of  iha  legisla- 
tore  would  avert  the  threatened  evil. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  could  not  forbear 
saying  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  peti- 
tion of  his  constituents,  to  whose  intrresta 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  before  the  Honse 
would  be  a  seriens  injury.  He  hoped  thai 
ibe  new  measure  would  at  least  be  posK 
poned  till  the  next  session ;  as  there  wat 
not  yet  that  strong  necessity  which  alone 
could  authorise  its  adoptions 

Mr.  Wetterm  congratulated  the  hett. 
member  on  the  circomstancea  of  his  con* 
atitoenu  having  so  implicidy  followed  bia 
advice.  He  understood  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  bad  thought  proper  tn  write  a 
letter  to  his  constituenta,  imrming  ttaa 
that  there  was  a  combination  between  tbe 
Irish  members  and  the  landed  interest  of 
the  House,  to  bring  in  a  BiH  for  the  rego* 
lation  of  the  price  ef  com,  which  would 
have  a  necessary  tendency  lo  enhance  that 
price,  and  advisiag  them  to  petition  against 
the  Bill.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  thaft 
they  had  lost  «o  time  in  following  thn 
advice  of  their  representative,  by  snb- 
scribing  and  aendiog  up  the  petition  to 
him. 

Mr.  Protknvi  observed,  that  the  boa. 
membec  aught  io  have  known  what  iha 
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contents  of  the  -letter  were  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  before  he  attempted  to  make 
lo  decided  a  quotation  from  it.  When  the 
measure  was  first  brought  forward,  he 
wrote,  not  to  his  constituents,  but  to  the 
mayor  of  Bristol,  informing  him  that  such 
m  matter  was  before  the  House,  and  that  in 
his  opinion,  if  it  were  carried,  it  might 
tend  to  raise  the  price  of  corn;  and  he 
begged  the  mayor  that  he  would  submit 
the  contents  of  the  letter  to  the  people  of 
Bristol,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  their 
opinions.  As  this  letter  had  been  intro> 
daced  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  he 
must  beg  leave  to  read  another  letter 
which  he  had  lately  written  in  answer  to 
that  which  he  bad  received  from  the 
mayor  of  Bristol  along  with  the  petition, 
f  Here  the  hon.  member  read  a  letter  to 
the  House,  in  which,  after  stating  his 
receipt  of  the  petition,  he  expressed  his 
satisfaction  to  find  that  his  constituents 
held  the  same  opinions  on  the  subject 
with  himself.  At  the  same  time,  he  told 
them  that  it  would  be  their  duty,  in  case 
the  House  should  pass  the  measure,  to  sub- 
mit to  it  with  patience.! 

Sir  Henry  Parntll  said,  he  hoped  this 
second  letter  would  make  as  deep  an  irn* 
pression  on  the  minds  of  his  constituents 
as  the  former  evidently  had  done.  In  his 
first  letter  the  hon.  member  had  said  that 
ibc  Irish  members  and  the  landed  interest 
had  combined  together  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  their  rents.  (No,  no,  from  Mr. 
Protheroe.)  .  Then  if  he  bad  not  used  the 
word  "  rents,''  he  had  employed  that  of 
«'  interests.''  Such  expressions  could  not 
fail  to  excite  the  passions  of  the  people 
against  the  measure.  For  himself,  he 
could  only  say,  that  in  bringing  forward 
the  measure,  he  had  never  had  the  re- 
motest idea  of  raising  the  price  of  corn. 
He  believed  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
regulations  would  be,  to  make  the  price 
more  steady,  which  would  be  no  less  a 
benefit  to  the  consumer  than  to  the 
grower. 

Mr.  Protheroe  begged  the  hon.  baronet, 
as  well  as  the  member  for  £ssex,  would 
take  the  trouble  to  make  themselves  mas- 
ters of  the  expressions  he  had  actually 
made  use  of,  and  not  impute  to  him  lan- 
guage which  he  had  never  held.  He  had 
uever  said  that  the  Irish  members  and  the 
landed  interest  were  combined  together  ; 
but  merely,  that  the  union  of  these  two 
interests  would,  in  his  opinion,  cause  the 
measure  to  be  carried.  Viewing  the 
measure  in  the  same  light  as  h^did  last 


year,  namely, .  that  it  was  likely  to  raise 
the  price  of  corn,  he  thought  it  merely 
his  duty  to  inform  the  mayor  of  his  senti- 
ments,  that  through  him  they  might  como 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  constituents, 

Mr.  Homer  could  not.  help  feeling  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  rather  too 
harshly  treated  by  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other    side  of  the  question.    The   hon* 
baronet,  and  those  who  agreed  in  opinion 
with  him,  not  contented  with  schooling 
their  opponents  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  ought  to  state  their  arguments  to  the 
House,  had  also  thought  proper  to  go  a 
step  farther,  and  prescribe  to  them  the 
manner    in  which    they    ought   to  cor* 
respond  with  their  constituents.   The  con- 
duct of  the  hon.  member  for  Bristol  hadj 
in  his  opinion,  been  that  of  an  honourable 
and  public  spirited  member  of  parliament. 
Nothing  could  be  more  beneficial*  than 
the  existence  of  a  free  and  constant  inter-* 
course  and  communication  between  a  re- 
presentative and  his  constituents.    Think* 
ing  as  the  hon.  member  did,  even  if  he 
had   advised   his  constitaents  to  petition 
against  the  measure,  it  would  have  been 
good    and    wholesome  advice:    nothing 
could  be  better  judged,  when  the  minds 
of  men  were  heated  on  the  subject  of  any 
measure,   than  to  advise   ihem  to    state 
their   sentiments  to    parliament,  and   lo 
leave  it  to  the    wisdom    of   parliament 
to  do  with  it  as  might  be  deemed  most  ad* 
visable  for  the  general  interest. 

Mr.  Huskuson  remembered  having  seen 
the  letter  of  the  hon.  gentleman  in  the 
public  news-papers.  It  must  have  been 
written  before  the  hon.  baronet  had 
brought  forward  his  Resolutions.  If.  the 
hon.  member  had  taken  a  little  more  lime 
before  he  wrote  the  letter,  it  would  io  his 
opinion  have  been  better,  in  a  matter  of 
such  delicacy  as  that  of  the  corn  lawsu 
That  it  was  written  before  the  Resoletions 
were  brought  forward,  was  obvious  from 
the  hand-bill,  which  called  the  inhabitants 
of  Bristol  to  petition  against  the  Bill  of  sir 
Henry  Parnell,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  raise  the  price  of  bread.  Such  a  state* 
ment  as  this  would  very  naturally  indoce 
the  people  to  petition  against  any  measure. 
The  fact  was,  that  there  was  no  Bill  of 
sir  Henry  Parnell  at  the  time  before  the 
House.  A  Bill  had  lately  been  brought 
in  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
allowing  at  all  times  the  free  exportation 
of  grain ;  but  as  yet  there  was  no  other  Bill 
before  the  House.  He  was  as  sincere  in 
his  wish  that  the  coosumer  should  be  pro* 
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tecied  ai  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
could  be.  To  the  proceedings  in  parlia- 
ment the  people  would  look  with  anxiety, 
because  all  were  interested  in  the  question ; 
but  whenever  the  measure  should  be  de- 
cided on,  he  trusted  it  would  be  decided 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  not  for  that  of  any  particular  interest. 
He  trusted,  that  in  any  farther  communis 
cation  with  his  constituents,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  continue  to  inculcate  to 
them  the  sentiments  of  his  second  lettef, 
which  none  admired  more  than  himself. 

Mr.  Protheroe  did  not  think  himself 
obliged  to  consult  any  person  in  the 
House  about  his  duty.  If  his  communica- 
tion had  been  premature/*  that  of  many 
other  members  had  been  more  premature. 
[Here  the  Speaker  informed  the  hon. 
member  that  the  conduct  of  any '  other 
member  could  not  be  brought  forward  by 
him.]  An  hon.  member,  adverting  to  his 
conduct,  had  cautioned  the  House  against 
being  influenced  by  clamour  out  of  doors. 
He  trusted,  that  he  should  always  be 
equally  on  his  guard  against  any  clamonr 
in  that  House.  [The  Speaker  here  recom- 
mended to  the  hon.  gentleman  to  confine 
himself  within  the  limits  of  the  narrowest 
defence  of  his  own  conduct.]  Mr.  Pro- 
theroe concluded  by  obser? ing,  that  he 
perfectly  well  knew  of  this  measure  last 
year,  and  that  it  was  only  then  postponed 
for  want  of  due  time. 

Mr.  C  W,  Wytrn  deprecated  all  enquiry 
into  the  communications  between  mem- 
bers and  their  constituents.  Had  the  hon. 
gentleman  entertained  the  opinions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  below  him,  he 
would  hate  done  wrong  in  writing  as  he 
did  to  his  constituents  ;  but  with  his  sen- 
timents he  had  acted  properly  in  writing 
to  them.  As  to  what  had  been  said  about 
the  Bill  not  being  before  the  House,  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  former 
year  was  before  the  House,  and  it  was  no- 
torious that  a  Bill  was  abonttobe  brought 
in  by  the  hon.  baronet.  An  alarm  bad 
been  then  taken  by  many  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  if  he  thought  the  alarm 
justifiable,  he  did  right  in  calling  the  at- 
tention of  his  constituents  to  the  measure. 

The  Petition  was  then  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Ma.DEBBaBNGEa.J  Mr.lFAt^6rea<lsaid, 
be  held  in  bia  hand  a  PetitioD|  signed  by 


a  person  who  was  altogether  unknown  to 
him ;  but  whose  name  had  often  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  late,  and  who  had 
excited  a  considerable  degree  of  public 
attention.  The  Petition  was  from  one  of 
the  persons  against  whom  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment had  been  some  time  ago  found  for  m 
conspiracy.  He  was  sure,  howeTer,  that 
any  indt? idoal  might  apprbach  the  House 
in  full  reliance  on  its  justice,  without  bar- 
ing any  thing  to  fear  from  the  operation 
of  prejudice,  whatever  the  accusation 
I  against  him.  It  was  from  Charles  Ran- 
dom Baron  de  Berenger.  The  Petition 
stated,  that  he  was  at  present  confined  on 
the  felons'  side  of  Newgate,  and  by  reason 
of  his  confinement  precluded  from  having 
the  necessary  means  of  defence ;  and  thai 
he  had  been  arrested  and  detained  on 
false  pretences,  under  a  warrant  signed 
by  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  As 
the  Petition  was  couched  in  respectful 
language,  he  should  therefore  move  that 
it  be  read. 

The  Petition  was  thereupon  read;  set* 
ting  forth, 

"  That  the  petitioner  would  not  pre* 
sume  to  address  the  House,  if  the  singula- 
rity of  his  case,  and  the  extraordinary 
hardships  under  which  he  labours,  allowed 
the  smallest  hope  of  relief  other  than  that 
which  he  now  most  respectfully  implores  at. 
their  hands ;  and  that,  although  a  Prussian 
subject  by  birth,  he  nevertheless  is  the  son 
of  an  unindemnified  American  loyalist;  that 
he  has  resided  in  this  kingdom  ever  since 
the  year  178S;  and  that  he  not  only  by 
numerous  voluntary,  zealous,  and  disinte- 
rested endeavours,  but  also  by  IG  years 
service,  has  placed  his  adherence  to  the 
oath  of  allegiance  which  he  took  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty  beyond  all  possible 
doubt ;  and  that  he  was  apprehended  on 
Friday  the  8th  of  April  last  at  Leith  ill 
Scotland,  by  virtue  of  an  order  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  Alien 
Act,  but  without  any  specific  charge  being 
make  known  to  him  ;  altboegb  in  a  state 
of  sickness,  be  was,  in  consequence  of 
such  order,  forced,  under  pecoliar  restric* 
tions  and  undue  humiliations  too  nume* 
rous  here  to  be  stated,  to  London,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  mominc  of  the  12th  of 
April  perfectly  exhausted ;  and  that  he 
was  then  placed  in  close  confinement  at  m 
messenger's  lodgings,  attended  day  and 
night,  and  on  all  occasions,  by  Bow-street 
officers,  without  the  indulgence  of  writing 
priv«ite  letters  to  his  friends ;  and  altboogS 
his  solicitor  was  the  only  aoq^aauilMce 
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whom  he  saw*  and  that  with  leave  only, 
#ven  then  obstacles  were  frequently  made 
to  his  conversing  in  private  with  him; 
and  that  he  there  laboured  under  a  dan- 
gerous sickness,  which  however  did  not, 
for  a  considerable  time,  prevent  the  ag- 
gravating and  consequently  injurious  in-, 
irusions  of  several  persons  whom  the  peti* 
tioner  had  declined  to  see ;  and  that  the 
petitioner,  on  the  22d  of  April,  addressed 
m  respectful  letter  to  Mr.  fiecket,  as  under 
Secretary  of  State,  repeating  what  his  so- 
licitor had  verbally  slated,  in  order  to  re- 
present urgently  that  the  nature  of  his 
illness  placed  j^is  life  in  danger,  if  his 
confinement  was  continued,  and  praying 
to  be  allowed  to  give  good  and  sufiicient 
bail  for  his  appearance  whenever  called 
upon:  instead  of  any  reply  to  this^ reason- 
able request,  the  petitioner  was,  on  the 
29th  of  April,  about  half  past  four  o'clock, 
without  the  smallest  previous  intimation, 
forcibly  hurried,  to  the  Old  Bailey,  there 
to  plead  to  an  indictment  which  had  been 
preferred,  charging  him,  with  some  others, 
with  a  conspiracy  to  raise  the  funds ;  and 
although  penny  less,  as  he  was, known  to 
be  (because  all  bis  money  and  clothes,  ex* 
cepttng  a  small  change  of  linen,  had,  as 
well  as  all  his  papers,  been  taken  from 
bim),  it  was  even  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty that  the  petitioner  was  allowed, 
after  firmly  persisting  in  his  desire  to  call 
^  for  his  solicitor  in  his  way,  who  immedi- 
ately foresaw  that  he  would  be  lodged  in 
Newgate,  as  bail  could  not  be  accepted 
without  48  hours  notice,  which  was  ren- 
dered impossible  by  the  sudden  manner 
of  his  being  forcibly  carried  into  court 
without  any  notice  whatever ;  and  that 
accordingly,  after  pleading  ill,  as  the  pe- 
titioner proved,  he  was,  late  on  the  29th 
of  April,  lodged  on  the  felons'  side  of 
Newgate,  without  sufficient  money  to  pay 
his  fees,  or  to  procure  even  necessaries, 
where,  but  for  the  humanity  of  Mr.  New- 
man, and  those  under  him,  his  confinement 
would  have  been  horrible  and  insuf^porta- 
ble ;  and  that  the  prosecutors  having  re- 
moved the  said  indictment  to  the  court  of 
King'a- bench,  the  petitioner  was,  on  the 
7  th  of  May,  carried  into  court  to  plead 
to  the  same,  after  which  his  bail  was  ten- 
dered and  regularly  accepted  by  the  said 
court,  the  petitioner  consenting,  without 
hesitation,  to  an  additional  clause,  bind- 
ing his  securities  to  his  personal  appear- 
ance in  court  on  the  day  of  trial,  and 
which  he  might  have  over-ruled ;  and  that 
thereby  having  entitled  himself  to  hit  im- 
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mediate  enlargement,  it  neverthelen  was, 
refused  on  the  plea  of  an  order,  signed  hy 
lord  Sid  month,  .to  detain  him  in  pruon, 
and  unjustly  and  untruly  describing  tbe 
petitioner  .as  an  alien  dangerous  to  this 
realm ;  whereupon  he  was  remanded  to 
Newgate;   and  that,  in  consequence  of 
this  unfounded  charge,  the  petitioner,  on 
the  10th  of  May,  memorialized  Tiscoont 
Sidmooth,  setting  forth,  that  hot  only  bis 
impaired  health  and  the  danger  of  bis 
existence  demanded  his  enlargement,  bat 
respectfully  pointing  out  tbe  imposubilhy 
of  his  collecting  by  means  of  his  agents 
witnesses  whose  persons  only  he  knew,  but 
not  their  names,  and  who  in  like  manner 
alone  can  recognise  him,  that  sncb  wit- 
nesses are  indispensable,  as  much  to  clear 
him  from  the  charges  he  laboared  andefp 
as  for  the  purposes  of  public  jostice  ;  and 
that  he  next  distinctly,  and  by  referanoa 
to  his  actions,  showed  that,  as  disloyalty 
or  other  acts  hostile  to  this  nation  coold 
not  possibly,  or  even  with  the  slightest 
colour  of  plausibility » be  laid'to  his  charge, 
that  it  was  additionally  ii\joTi6ai  to  bint 
that  his  detention  and  close  conftnenent 
should  continue  under  such  a  form  ;  and 
he  prayed  his  lordship,  for  these  varioos 
and  solid  reasons,  to  order  bis  speedy  li- 
beration, on  his  giving  reasonable  secori* 
ties,  while  he  also  requested  tbe  restorai* 
tion  of  his  money  and  other  properties ;  • 
and  that  to  this  memorial  Mr.  Becket  re- 
plied, by   letter  addressed   to  tbe  peti- 
tioner's solicitor,   dated  May  tbe   IJth, 
stating,  that  lord  Sidmouth  declined  bis 
liberation,  but  that  a  return  of  a  partef 
his  property  should  take  place ;  and  that 
the    petitioner,  with   the  edncation  and 
feelings  of  a  gentleman,  and  under  no  ae^ 
cusation  of  felony,  has  received  an  irre« 
parable  injury,  which  most  blast  bis  fi^ 
ture  prospects  in  life*  by  having  been 
confined  on  the  felons'  side  of  Newgate, 
although  no  felony  is  imputed  to  bin,  and 
although  he    has  complied  with  OFery 
form  considerately  laid  down  by  tbe  laws, 
in  order  that  so  disgraceful,  so  indelible, 
an  impediment  to  future  honest  employ, 
as  such  imprisonment  invariably  pmres» 
shoold  not  be  entailed  on  persons  accnsari 
of  misdemeanour  (Mily,  who  can  procure 
bail ;  and  that  the  petitioner  oentlnnes  to 
pine  in  sickness,  but,  what  is  infinitely 
worse,  to  labour  under  singular,  impedi- 
ments fatal  to  his  seeking  evidence  in  or- 
der to  prepare  his  defence  against  the  ac- 
cusations of  the   indictment  wbicb  will 
be  speedily  tried,  and  wbile  others  vndcr 
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the  same  charge  are  ml  liberty,  not  de- 
prived of  their  papers  or  other  property, 
and  in  a  aiiuation  to  forward  their  defence 
without  objiucle,  attempts,  sanctioned  by 
government,  are  even  made  in  Newgate 
to  interrupt  his  preparative  endeavoursj  by 
forcing  strangers  into  the  petitioner's  room 
against  his  will ;  and  that  the  petitioner, 
under  alt  these  painful  circumstances,  re* 
spectfoUy  entreats  leave  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  these  singular 
hardships  and  impediments  to  re^lar  le- 
gal investigation,  as  also  to  the  mjnstice 
which  deprives  him  not  only  of  the  essen- 
tial use  of  his  exertions,  but,  in  addition  to 
the  privation  of  his  liberty,  most  stain  his 
character,  already  artfully  misrepresented, 
with  the  charge  of  being  a  dangerous  and 
disloyal  person,  which  (although  resorted 
to  without  a  shadow  of  truth)  most  preju- 
dice the  public,  including  the  jury  by 
which  he  must  be  tried ;  and  that  it  next 
behoves  the  petitioner  to  state,  that  in  no 
instance  since  his  arrest,  has  he  been  exa- 
mined, which,  had  it  taken  place,  no 
doubt  would  have  enabled  him  to  have 
proved  his  innocence  of  the  charge  alledgw 
ed  in  lord  Sid  mouth's  warrant,  or  of  any 
other  brought  against  him,  sufficiently  So 
prevent  the  hardships  which,  for  the  want 
of  such  examination,  he  has  experienced, 
and  continues  to  endure ;  and  as  it  would 
be  unbecoming  in  the  petitioner  to  attempt 
to  trace  the  motives  for  such  unexampled 
severities  and  obstmctions  to  the  prepara- 
tion  of  his  defence,  be  prefers  to  throw 
himself  on  the  liberality  and  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  entertaining  full  confi- 
dence that  it  will,  in  its  ei^lished  wis- 
dom and  justice,  order  such  measures  as 
wiU  enable  him  to  seek  fairly  and  without 
obstacle  the  indispensable  means  of  de- 
fending himself  in  the  mode  humanely 
established  by  the  British  laws  for  thie 
equal  protection  of  all  persons  accused." 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  said,  he  would 
proceed  lo  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  use  which  had  been  nntde  of  the 
A  lien  Act  in  this  case.  Presuming  that  the 
charee  upon  which  the  barou  de  Beren- 
ger  had  been  detained,  namely,  that  be 
was  a  person  dangerous  to  the  •safety  of 
this  kingdom,  was  one  on  which  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  believed  he  was  in  con- 
science caHed  upon  to  arrest  him,  he  had 
yet  to  learn  how  any  person  so  arrested 
could  be  deprived  under  the  Alien  Act  of 
any  thing  but  arms.  The  baron  de  Be- 
reuger,  however,  had  been  deprived  of  his 
papers,  clothes,  and  money.    Part  of  ^hem 
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had)l)eenat  last  returned  tohim/aAer  n 
long  delay;  but  the  precise  aflects  whicli^ 
were  taken  from  hint  at  the  time  of  the 
arrest,'  had  not  been  returned.  When  the 
other  gentlemen  got  out  on  bail,  he  had 
been  remanded  on  a  warrant,  stating  that 
it  might  be  dangerous  to  have  him  sent 
out  of  this  kingdom,  and  authorising  his 
detention,  &c.  Now,  up  to  the  petiod  ef 
this  mysterious  transactioni  so  far  frdn 
Mr.  I>B  Berenger  having  been  considered 
as  dangerous,  he  was  employed  as  an  offi- 
cer in  a  corps  commanded  by  the  earl  of 
Yarmooth.  Unless,  therefore,  soch  an  ex* 
planation  should  be  given  as  he  did  not 
anticipate,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to^ 
move  for  such  m  secret  cmnmittee  as  had 
examined  into  the  case  of  capt.  Colville. 
Mr.  Colville  had  been  detained  three  years, 
and  hopes  had  lately  been  held  out  that 
he  would  be  soon  released ;  but  the  Houae 
ought  to  consider,  that  however  short  tho 
days  might  seem  to  them,  there  was  n 
long  interval  from  181 1  to  1814,  to  m  ^ct* 
son  in  confinement.  He  should  undoubt- 
edly, tberefbrci  move  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  secret  committee.  He  wished 
to  remark,  also,  that  no  answer  had  been 
received  to  the  letter  addressed  by  the  baron 
de  Berenger  to  Mr.  Beckett,  dated  thr 
19th  of  April,  expressing  his  surprise  that 
his  papers  and  other  things  necessary  to 
his  defence,  had  not  been  returned  to  him 
until  the  1 4th  of  May.  This  letter  also 
stated,  that  persons  had  been  intruded  onf 
him  from  the  Stock  Exchange  Committee, 
with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  who  put  Tarious  interrogatories  to 
him.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
with  moving  that  the  P^ition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  /.  H,  AddmgtontmttntA  his  thanka 
to  the  hon.  gentleman  for  the  opportunity  he 
had  afford^  him  of  explaining  this  affiiir. 
Without  entering  into  any  detailed  answer, 
he  vTMild  shortly  state  to  the  House,  that 
Mr.  De  Berenger  bein^  m  registered  alien, 
and  having  an  alien's  licence,  was  arrested 
by  a  warrant  issued  by  the  secretary  cf 
state,*  in  execution  of  his  duty,  on  a  charge 
quite  distinct  from  the  offence  for  which  e 
bill  of  indictment  had  been  found  against 
him.  On  this  warrant,  having  been  ap- 
prehended and  brooffht  up  to  London,  and 
when  the  other  gentlemen  were  released, 
who  had  found  bail  under  the  prosecution, 
he  was  detained  on  the  same  charge  for 
which  he  bad  been  originally  arrested, 
and  which  the  hon.  gentleman  wonM 
hardly  expect  him  to  sUte.    With  regard 
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to  the  detention  of  his  clothei,  mone'yi  and 
papers,  the  yaloe  of  the  money  had  been 
restored^  a  great  part  of  his  letters  had 
been  restored,  and  his  agent  had  had  access 
to  all  of  them.  If  h|s  remained  in  New- 
gate, it  was  at  his  own  express  desire,  he 
having  preferred  that  prison  to  that  for 
aliens.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
power  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  issue  such 
warrants  under  the  Alien  Act  called  in 
question.  Such  warrants  had  always  been 
granted  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  had 
never  before  been  challenged.  There 
was  another  charge  which  he  could  not 
SDSwer,  because  be  did  not  know  any 
thing  respecting  iu— that  persons  had  been 
forced  on  him  contrary  to  his  own  wishes. 
He  did  not  know  any  thing  of  this ;  but 
he  was  inclined  to  suppose,  that  when  in- 
quired into,  a  sufficient  reason  would  be 
given  for  whatever  took  place. 

Mr.  IVhiihread  observed,  that  although 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  flatter 
himself  that  he  had  given  a  reply  t^  this 
petition,  the  House,  would  feel  that,  in 
truth,  no  satisfactory  answer  had  been 
given.  It  was  impossible,  as  matters  now 
itood,  to  contradict  the  assertion,  that  the 
•rrest  and  confinement  of  the  baron 
de  Berenger  originated  in  a  charge  totally 
distinct  from  the  criminal  prosecution 
which  had  recently  been  commenced,  and 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  must  therefore 
nceive  full  credit  for  his  statement.  It 
was  a  fact,  that  Mr.  De  Berenger  had 
chosen  Newgate  as  the  least  comfortless 
place  of  the  two  that  had  been  offered  him ; 
bat  there  be  was  molested  by  the  intrusion 
of  strangers  who  came  to  inspect  his 
person  and  obtain  evidence ;  to  this  charge 
no  answer  had  been  given.  It  was  at 
least  doubtful,  whether  the  extensive 
powers  given  to  the  secretary  of  state 
under  the  Alien  Act  had  not  been  abused, 
and  that  its  provisions  had  been  abused 
and  perverted  to  the  worst  purposes. 
Where,  however,  under  the  Alien  Act  or 
any  other  statute,  could  a  justification  be 
found  for  depriving  Mr.  De  Berenger  of 
his  money  and  clothes,  some  of  which 
were  kept  from  the  Itfth  of  April  to  the 
14th  of  May?  What  right  had  the  Stock 
Exchange  Committee,  a  self-elected  and 
•elf- constituted  body,  to  intrude  upon  the 
privacy  of  any  individual,  or  to  pervert 
the  regular  coarse  of  public  justice  ? 

Mr.  Bathursi  said,  that  unless  the 
House,  in  the  exertion  of  its  paramount 
authority,  chose  to  order  a  particular  in- 
quiry, which  in  a  matter  of  such  delicacy 
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it  would  scarcely  think  expedient^  the  sub- 
ject must  rest  upon  the  statement  made  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Adding- 
ton).  It  did  not  appear,  that  the  sitQatioa 
of  Mr.  De  Berenger  was  wor^e  than  that  of 
other  persons  under  similar  circumstances; 
or  that  he  was  intruded  upon  more  by 
strangers,  or  was  more  publicly  seenp  than 
if  he  had  been  at  large,  with  liberty  to 
walk  where  he  pleased.  He  did  not  know 
what  were  the  precise  regulations  of  the 
Alien  Act  with  regard  to  clothes  or 
money  ;  but  when  such  a  charge  was  ex« 
hibited  against  an  individual,  it  seemed 
natural  that  soch  a  power  should  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  Abercrombk  thought  that  a  more 
serious  charge  could  not  be  brought  against 
any  minister,  than  that  he  had  misapplied 
and-  abused  the  powers  vested  in  him  by 
the  Alien  Act,  and  that  it  well  merited 
further  inouiry.  There  was  andoubtedly 
great  hardship  in  the  case  of  Mr.  De 
Berenger:  he  was  not  allowed  the  means 
of  making  his  own  defence;  and  by 
means  of  his  confinement  witnesses  wem 
intruded  apon  him  to  identify  his  person, 
and  he  was  thus  compelled  to  supply 
testimony  to  his  adversaries. 

Lord  A.  Hamiiiom  asked,  at  what  time 
the  charge  against  Mr.  De  Berenger,  for 
which  he  was  arrested  under  the  Alien 
Act,  had  arisen  r 

Mr.  Boihttni  replied,  that  the  Hoose,  if 
it  deemed  fit,  might  order  an  investigation 
of  the  whole  grounds  of  his  confinement; 
but  he  would  not  consent  to  fritter  away 
the  subject,  by  giving  answers  to  ques- 
tions that  might  lead  to  improper  dis* 
closures. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  added,  that  he  wished 
for  no  disclosure  of  state  secrets,  with 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  always 
appeared  so  big ;  he  only  asked,  at  what 
time  the  suspicion  arose  against  Mr.  De 
Berenger? 

Mr.  J.  H,  Addingion  answered,  that  he 
imagined  the  suspicion  arose  at  the  time 
when  the  warrant  was  issued,  which  would 
appear  by  the  date. 

Sir  F.  Burdat  observed,  that  an- 
doubtedly credit  could  not  be  refused  to 
the  statement  that  Mr.  Addington  had 
made ;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
was  requiring  a  great  deal  of  the  Hoose. 
He  wished  that  a  select  committee  should 
be  appointed,  to  inquire  into  this  case,  as 
well  as  into  the  cause  of  the  continued  de* 
tention  of  Mr.  ColvillCi  in  Coldbath-fields 
prison^ 
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Mr.  Pemcnhy  remarked  opon  the  con« 
fosion  that  seemed  to  exist  between  the 
powers  given  by  the  Alien  Act,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  existing  prosecution 
against  Mr.  De  Berenger,  which  might 
have  led  to  the  inconyeniencies  that 
were  now  the  subject  of  complaint.  It 
seemed  that  there  was  no  authority  for  de* 
taining  De  Berenger's  money ;  and  when  it 
was  afterwards  restored,  not  only  the 
amoont,  but  the  very  identical  money, 
ought  to  have  been  returned,  that  it  mi^^bt 
not  be  employed  against  him  on  the  trial. 
The  subject  deserved  further  investigation : 
and,  as  points  of  importance  and  delicacy 
might  be  involved,  it  could  be  conducted 
in  any  way  ministers  should  think  most 
expedient. 

The  Aitamey  General  adverted  to  the 
application  which  had  been  made  to  him 
by  the  defendants,  to  become  their  advo* 
cate;    which  he  had  refused,  thinking, 
that  as  a  servant  of  the  public,  and  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  it  might  occasion 
embarrassment,  if  not  a  collision  of  his 
duties :  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  discre* 
tion,  he  had  refused  likewise  to  conduct 
the  prosecution.    With  regard  to  the  facts 
of  this  case,  it  appeared,  that  at  the  time 
Mr.  De  Berenger  was  arrested  under  the 
warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state,  no  charge 
had  been  brought  against  him  regarding 
the  fraud  on  the  Stock  Exchange ;    and 
after  the  bill  was  found,  he  was  treated 
exactly  like  any  other  alien,  on  the  re- 
sponsibility   of   the   secretary   of   state.  { 
Much  had  been  said  regarding  the  taking 
of  the  clothes  and   money  of   Mr.  De 
Berenger;  but  the  House  must  be  aware, 
that  in  cases  of  felony  the  magistrate  had 
a  right  by  law  to  detain  them  for  the  pur* 
poses  of  the  future  trial;    he  admitted, 
however,  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  De 
Berenger  was  only  for  a  misdemeanour, 
and  upon   that  an  important  distinction 
might  perhaps  be  founded.     The  deten- 
tion in  this  case  was  not  the  act  of  the 
secretary  of  state;    the  property  of  the 
prisoner  had  been  detained  by  the  alien 
messengers;    and  if  they  had  exceeded 
their  powers,  they  were  unquestionably  rie- 
sponsible.     He  was  willing  to  allow,  that 
if  unwelcome  visitors  were  intruded  upon 
Mr.  De  Berenger,  it  was  unjustifiable,  and 
the  door  might  be  closed  opon  them  ;  but 
he  did  not  apprehend,  that  the  secretary 
of  state  had  issued  an  order  to  compel  Mr. 
De  Berenger  to  see  strangers  ;    though 
possibly  he  might,  to  distinguish  this  case 
from  that  of  treason  (where  no  persons 
<  VOL.  XXVU. ) 


were  allowed  to  be  admitted),  have  given 
an  order,  that  any  person  who  wished  to 
see  Mr.  De  Berenger  should  not  he  pre* 
vented.  As  to  the  propriety  of  the  com- 
mitment under  the  Alien  Act,  this  was 
not  a  fit  time  to  ei^ter  into  any  discussion 
upon  it. 

Sir  &  Romllfy  hoped  that  the  examina- 
tion into  this  subject  would  not  be  allowed 
to  rest  merely  here ;  but  that  some  gprave 
inquiry  would  be  instituted,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  it  was  true,  that  the 
powers  given  by  the  Alien  Act  had  been 
perverted   and    abused   for  the    sake  of 
potting  the  individual  in  question  under 
disadvantages  that  did  not,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law,  attend  his  case.    After  the 
solemn  asseriion  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, no  man  had  a  right  to  say  that  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  De  Berenger  had  been  abso- 
lutely  occasioned     by    the    prosecution 
commenced  against  him ;    but  it  was  still 
a  question,  whether  the  warrant  of  the 
secretary  of  state  had  not  been  exerted 
with  some  view  to  the  misdemeanour  with 
which  Mr.  De  Berenger  was  charged*    It 
would  be  quite  new  in  law,  to  say  that  a 
man  charged  with  a  misdemeanour  waa 
liable  to  be  deprived  of  bis  papers,  money, 
and  clothes,  by  the  magistrate:  in  this 
case,  it  seemed  that  the  papers,'  money, 
and  clothes,  had  been  taken  before  the  bill 
was  found ;  and  that  after  that  event  they 
were  detained  for  tJ)o  purposes  of  the  pro- 
secution.    In  the  Alien  Act,  sir  Samuel 
Romilly  knew  of  no  authority  to  deprive  a 
man  of  any   thing  but  arms;    and   the 
House  would  do  well  to  recollect  the  addi- 
tional circumstance,  that  the  secretary  of 
state  was  not  justified  in  issuing  his  Avar- 
rant  for  the  arrest  of  an  alien,  unless  tUa 
country    woold    be  endangered    by    hia 
escape.     It   did    not   appear,    that   th« 
papers,    money,  or  clothes  of   Mr.  Da 
Berenger  had  been  in  the' regular  custody 
of  any  individual,  or  that  they  might  not 
have  been  altered  and  marked  for  the  pur- 
poses   of  the  pending  protecniion.    At 
present,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state  bad 
been  emiployed  to  further  the  proceeding 
in  thecourt  of  law. 

The  SoikUor  General  said,  that  under 
the  Alien  Act  an  absolute  power  had  been 
givsm  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  take  in* 
dtvidoals  into  custody,  of  which  he  had 
availed  himself  in  the  case  of  Mr.  De  Be- 
renger. During  that  detention,  tliis  per« 
son  was  proceeded  against  by  soiAe  in- 
dividual for  an  dleged  mitdemeanor.  In 
(3R) 
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this,  whi^t  was  there  wherewith  to  charge 
the  Secretary  of  State  ?  Was  he,  becaaie 
an  individual  had  committed,  or  was  sup- 
posed to  have  committed,  some  crime 
aguinst  other  individuals,  to  abstain  from 
.  taking  such  measures  against  him  as  he 
judged  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
state  ?  If  a  man  was  charged  with  a  most 
serious  oftence,  with  a  most  gross  fraud 
against  individuals,  was  it  to  be  said  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  could  enforce  the 
Alien  Act  against  that  man  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  aid  the  private  prose- 
cutors ?  What  reason  was  there  then  to 
induce  the  House  to  suppose  the  Aliea 
Act  to  have  been  abased  ?  The  petitioner, 
however,  complained  that  he  was  confined 
lu  the  felons'  side  of  Newgate,  a  place 
where  he  ought  not  to  have  been  confined 
under  the  Alien  Act.  That  place  was  the 
only  place  to  which  he  could  have  been 
comntitttd  by  the  warrant  of  the  magis- 
trate under  the  criminal  charge  that  had 
been  preferred  against  him ;  and  his  hav- 
ing afterwards  remained  in  that  prison 
was  a  circumstance  which  depended  on 
his  own  choice.  His  money,'  clothes,  and 
papers,  it  was  said,  were  detained.  The 
Alien  Act  contained  nothing  in  relation  to 
these  things.  But  if  these  effects  had  been 
seized,  and  had  been  found  conducive  to 
the  furtherance  of  justice  in  a  prosecution 
instituted  against  the  individual,  could  it 
be  said  that  it  was  a  dereliction  of  duty, 
that  these  eflects  were  not  delivered  up  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  person  by 
whom,  if  they  were  anywise  conducive  to 
his  inculpation,  they  would  inevitably  be 
destroyed  ?  It  had  been  argued  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  as  if  this  had 
been  merely  a  civil  suit  against  Mr.  De 
Berenger.  But  it  was  a  charge  of  a  most 
heiqous  offence.  What  grievance  was 
there,  that  the  identical  notes  found  on 
the  person  of  De  Berenger  were  detained, 
if  others  equal  in  value  were  given  to  him  ? 
It  .had  been  said,  that  captain  De  Berenger 
had  served  the  country — but  was  he  for 
that  reason  less  in  a  condition  to  injure  it? 
Surely  not.  For  the  reasons  which  he  had 
stated,  he  thought  there  was  no  ground  to 
induce  the  House  to  interfere  in  this  case : 
more  especially,  as  it  seemed  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  petitioner  was,  through  the 
means  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  to 
obtain,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing,  those 
docijiiienis  which  might  eventually  bring 
.hiin  to  justice. 

Mr.  C.  IV,  IVynn  observed,  that,  not- 
withstanding all  that  bad  been  said,  it  ap- 
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EMred  siDgular«  that  the  necenit^  ihovM 
ave  arisen  for  the  detention  of  De  Be- 
rengerei  on  state  grounds,  exactly  at  the 
time  when  a  prosecution  was  institated 
against  him  by  a  private  body.     If,  how- 
ever, it  was  positively  stated,  thai  thm 
were  sufficient  reasons  of  state  polley  for 
the  detention  of  De  Berenger,  he  ehoaM 
acquiesce  in  the  measures  which  had  been 
taken  in  bis  case;  but  it  was  necessary 
that  a  positive  statement  of  this  naliire 
should  be  made.    He  had  hoped  tar  have 
obtained  some  light  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  on  the  power  of  the  Secretarr 
of  State  to  seize  papers.    He  beUered  it 
had  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
office  so  to  do.    Certain  it  waa,  that  no 
such  power  was  civen  by  the  Alien  Act. 
On  this  point,  therefore,  he  wished   for 
further  information;    for  if  the  papers, 
notes,  &c.  had  been  wrongfully  acquired, 
it  was  a  case  of  great  hardship  that  they 
should  be  made  use  of  against  their  pro- 
prietor ;   but  if  they  were  rightfully  ac- 
quired, although  on  another  account,  he 
conceived  it  to  be  regular  that  they  should 
be  produced  on  the  trial.    There  was  a 
case,  analogous  to  the  present ;  when  an 
attorney,  called  Crossley,  being  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  forgery,  of  which  charge 
he  was  acquitted,  a  blank  aflMavit  was 
found  in  his  possession,  sworn  and  si^nsdlt 
under  which  he  was  indicted  for  perjury, 
found  guilty,  and  sent  out  of  the  country. 
It  was  undoubtedly  legal,  if  a  person  wai 
under  any  species  of  legal  confinement, 
that  witnesses  intended  to  be  produced 
against  him  should  be  admittMl  to  eee^ 
him  :  but  that  any  persons  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  interrogate  him,  was  an  unwar- 
rantable stretch  of  power.    He  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  best  mode  of  proceedmg 
would  be,  to  appoint  a  secret  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  subject,  unless  any  valid 
objections  should  be  made  to  this  mea* 
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Mr.  Lockhari  observed,  that  even  in 
cases  of  felony  be  could  find  nostatote 
which  authorised  persons  to  seize  or  detain 
the  goods  of  prisoners ;  but  yet  if  clothea 
were  found  with  blood  on  them,  in  tha 
trunk  of  a  person  accused  of  murder,  no 
one  would  hesitate  to  seize  tbem.  Sop- 
posing  the  detention  of  the  petitioner  in 
the  first  instance  to  have  beeui  "btmdJUe, 
necessary  to  the  public  safety,  the  ca^, 
he  thought,  did  not  call  for  any  uiter- 
ference  of  the  House. 

Sir  JamcM  Mackinioah  observed,  that  ha 
should  not  have  taken  part  in  the  dis^ 
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cQSBion  before  the  Honse^  if  it  had  not  at- 
sumed  tn  importance  which  did  not  t>elong 
to  it,  from  the  reasoning  which  bad  been 
made  use  of  on  the  tnbject,  particularly 
by  his  hon.  friend  who  had  last  spoken 
(Mr.  I..ockhart)»  and  who  had  disputed  the 
riffht  to  seize  goods  and  clothes  in  cases 
of  felony;  becaose  he  bad  found  no  statute 
6n  the  subject ;  thus  seeming  to  forget  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  law  of  England  did 
not  exist  in  any  positive  statute,  hot  was 
deduced  from  the  constant  usage  of  the 
judges  of  the  land.  There  was  an  im- 
portant  distinction,  which  oTertnrned  much 
that  had  been  alleged  against  the  petition, 
that  goods  might  be  seized  for  a  particular 
purpose ;  but  not  that  they  should  be 
seized  for  one  purpose  and  detained  for 
another.  It  had  been  admitted  in  the 
course  of  the  discuuioo,  on  all  hands,  that 
it  was  the  connant  practice  of  the  Secre« 
tary  of  State's  office  to  detain  the  papers 
of  aliens.  It  was  imperative  on  the  House 
to  inquire  whether  this  practice,  which 
bad  been  persevered  in  for  20  years,  was, 
or  was  not,  legal,:  it  was  peculiarly  the 
duty  of  the  House  jealously  to  watch, 
that  the  most  formidable  and  tremendous 
powers— a  power  the  most  susceptible  of 
abuse  of  any  which  had  ever  been  vested 
in  the  crown  of  England— should  not  be 
abused,  Illes^al,  he  would  venture  to  call 
that  stretch  of  authority,  by  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  power  given  by  the  Alien 
Act  (odious  as  that  power  was),  the  papers 
of  any  foreigner  could,  without  any  charge 
having  been  preferred  against  him,  be 
seized  by  the  Secretary  of  State. — ^The 
power  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  a 
magistrate,  he  thought  should  never  be 
brought  in  aid  of  the  powers  of  the  Alien 
Act;  for  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  hos- 
pitable spirit  of  the  British  law,  that  this 
Act,  which  had  been  made  to  provide 
only  against  extraordinary  danger  to  the 
kingdom,  should  be  construed  to  the  op- 
pression of  strangers,  by  being  yoked  with 
those  powers  which  were  given  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  offenders  to  justice. 
Of  the  individual  who  was  the  subject  of 
the  discussion,  he  knew  nothing ;  nor 
should  he  have  said  any  thing,  but  fr>r 
some  aspersions  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (the  Solicitor-General)  had  cast  on 
bim.  His  learned  friend  had  presumed 
that  the  object  of  the  petitioner  was,  to 
destroy  evidence  which  might  be  injurious 
to  him.  That  his  learned  friend  could 
have  had  no  intention  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  a  jury  againsl^the  petitioner. 
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vras  a  charge  from  which  he  need  not  ex* 
colpate  him.  But  that  such  expressions 
coming  from  a  person  of  so  much  weight 
would  have  that  efiect,  he  ihoueht  v<iry 
probable.  If  such  insinuations,  or  rather  , 
ftuch  direct  charges,  were  thrown  out 
against  all  petitioners,  it  would  close  the* 
doors  of  the  H^use  against  the  oppressed* 
and  close  them  with  iron  bars  indeed. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wkiibread  then  said,  that  no  time 
should  be  lost— >no  period  suffered  to  in« 
tervene  between  the  measure  which  bad 
been  taken,  and  the  motion  for  the  ap* 
pointmeni  of  a  secret  committee;  for, 
otherwise,  the  unfortunate  man  who  pre- 
sented the  Petition  would  find  a  prejudice 
produced  against  himself.  He  alluded  to 
what  had  Imn  said  by  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral towards  the  end  of  his  speech — that 
the  motive  of  Mr.  De  Berenger  was,  to 
obtain  the  possession  of  papers  that  would ' 
operate  to  his  conviction.  [The  Solicitor 
General  being  about  to  leave  the  House], 
Mr.  W,  said  he  hoped  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  not  leave  the  House ;  for  he  in- 
tended to  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  which  would  give  great  reason 
to  believe  that  the  whole  object  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  was,  to  further  the  pruse- 
cution  of  the  Stock  ISxchange.  The  peti- 
tioner did  not  pray  for  any  particular 
notes  or  papers ;  but  to  be  put  in  such  a 
state  as  to  enable  him  to  make  such  exer- 
tions for  his  defence,  as  he  would  have 
been  enabled  to  make  before  he  was  taken 
into  custody;  and  he  alleged,  that  being 
in  confinement,  he  was  not  in  a  state  to 
make,  by-  his  agents,  the  necessary  en- 
quiries, as  there  were  witnesses,  who 
were  material,  known  to  the  petitioner  only 
by  person.  He  should  return  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  ask  the  right  hon.  genilemaa 
(Mr.  H;  Addington)  wh^^tlher  he  would ' 
positively  assert  that  the  arrest  of  the  pe« 
titioner  was  not  occasioned  by,  of-  at  all 
connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  ■ 
Stock  Exchange  ?  If  he  would  go  that 
length,  he  should  contend,  that  it  was  an 
unwarrantable  exertion  of  the  power  vest- 
ed in  the  crown  ;  and  if  he  went  the  fall 
length  of  disavowing  alt  such  connection 
between  the  two  measures,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  aliord  the 
House  grounds  to  suspect  the  truth  ol*  that 
disavowal,  by  some  correspondfn*  e  %vhich 
he  should  read.  A  learned  »nd  Um.  gen- 
tleman had  asked,  with  a  tone  ot  surcasm, 
which   with   ill    grace    waa    employed 
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against  petitioners  for  justice,  why,  if  the 
cause  of  the  petitioner  was  a  just  one*  he 
had  not  sooner  brought  it  forward  ?  The 
rea^n  was,  that  the  House,  though  open 
to  all  complaints,  was  only  open  when  the 
ordinary  channels  of  redress  were  shut. 
If  he  had  applied  to  the  House  without 
having  previously  sought  redress  in  vain 
from  the  officers  of  the  crown,  he  would 
have  been  told  that  be  should  first  have 
sought  redress  from  the  Secretary  of 
State.  This  he  had  now  done ;  and  hav- 
ing sought  in  vain,  he  applied  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  the  Solicitor 
General,  the  representative  of  the  crown, 
tells  him,  that  his  object  is  to  make  away 
with  the  proofs  which  might  be  brought 
against  him  on  his  trial.  Such  were  the 
unwarrantable  attempts  to  prejudice  the 
House ;  but  the  petitioner  should  be  pro- 
tected, if  it  was  in  the  power  of  an  indivi- 
dual member  to  protect  him.  The  peti- 
tioner had  constantly  applied,  but  for  a 
long  time  in  vain,  for  his  money— not  for 
the  identical  bank  notes,  but  for  money  to 
pay  the  jailor's  fees,  his  medical  atten- 
dants, and  for  his  sustentation,  as  the  hon. 
gentleman  said.  But  from  the  18th 
April  to  the  1  Sth  May,  he  obtained  no- 
thing. The  hon.  member  observed,  that 
the  petitioner,  being  confined,  was  de- 
prived of  the  opportunity  which  liberty 
would  aiTord  him  of  preparing  the  means 
of  his  defence*  He  complained  also  of 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Beckett  to  the  petitioner 
on  the  21st  of  April,  in  which  the  resto- 
ration of  his  property  was  promised  ;  yet 
property  was  withheld,  which,  there  was 
every  reason  to  infer,  had  been  used  by 
the  prosecutors  of  the  Stock  Exchange 
against  Mr.  De  Berenger,  with  regard  to 
whom  the  bill  of  indictment  was  found  a 
few  days  afterwards.  In  fact,  the  papers 
of  Mr.  De  Berenger  were  refused;  but 
copies  truly  were  offered  to  him.  Upon 
what  ground,  however,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
ask,  were  these  papers  seized  at  all  ?  He 
called  upon  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Addington}^  to  say,  by  what 
part  of  the  law  such  a  8<^izure  could  be 
warranted  ?  In  his  judgment,  such  a  sei- 
zure was  wholly  unwarrantable.  But  it 
was  said,  that,  although  the  seizure  might 
not  be  justified  by  the  letter  of  the  law,  it 
would  have  been  a  clumsy  oversight  not 
to  have  seized  Mr.  De  Berenger's  papers, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case ; 
and  it  was  baid  al^o,  that  such  a  seizure 
was  according  to  the  practice  which  had 
prevailed  in  the  Secretary  of  Sute's  de- 
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partment  with  regard  to  alieot.    To  tlw 
first  statement,  he  however  skoQld  efy, 
that  no  public  officer  could  be  justified  m 
exceeding  the  provisions  of  the  law  ;  and 
to  the  second,  that  no  practice  coald  war- 
rant m  violation  of  the  principle!  of  th« 
constitution.     If,    indeed,    the    contrary 
were  maintained,  the  issue  of  general  war^ 
rants  would  have  been  held  sacred.     On 
the   5th  of  May,  Mr.  Beckett  informed 
Mr.  De  Berenger  that,  even  shoald  Im 
be  bailed  under  the  indictment  respectiBg 
the  transaction  at  the  Stock  Exchaogo,  he 
would  not  be  liberated,  but  referrod  to 
the  custody  of  a  king's  messenger;  and 
Mr.  De  Berenger  had  been  so  ilUtrcalcd 
in  that  custody,  that  he  preferred  reoMun* 
ing  even  in  Newgate.    There,  howerer, 
the  petitioner  was  condemned  to  reqoiain 
without  his  money,  without  the  memna  of 
obtaining  subsistence    or  medical  relief* 
But  at  length,  on  the  I  Sth  of  Mav,   the 
property  of  Mr.  De  Berenger,  including 
196/.  in  notes  (but   not  the  notes  taken 
from  Mr.  De  Berenger),  wu  restored  to 
him ;  that  is,  above  a  month  after  he  had 
been  robbed  of  it ;  for  he  could  not  beai« 
tate  to  call  it  robbery ;  and  was  robbery 
to  be  atoned  for  by  mere  restitation*  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  England  ?   If  the 
Attorney  General  were  to  argue  rach  a 
transaction  am  afN0iv,whatan  efiect  would 
bis  eloquence  and  rectitude  produce  upon 
the  minds  of  a  jury  ?   A  very  different 
effect,  indeed,  as  he  apprehended,  from 
that  which    the  learned  gentleman  en- 
deavoured upon  this  occasion  to  prodece 
in    that  House.    The  hon.  member  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  follow  the  preoe* 
dent  of  the  House  in    the  case   of   Mr. 
Col vi lie  confined  in  Cold  Bath-fielda.     In 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  in  thai 
case,  nothing  improper  transpired.    The 
result  was,  a  report  justifying  the  eondect 
of  ministers  in  detaining  that  alien  in  em- 
tody,  by  stating  that  his  detention  wa^  ne- 
cessary to  the  safety  of  the  state ;  and  if  a 
similar  report  were  made  on  the  case  of  the 
petitioner,  no  blame  could  attach  to  mi- 
nisters.   But  for  the  sake  of  justice  and 
humanity — lor  the  sake  of  the  minialev 
whose  character   was  implicated  by  tho 
conduct  complained  of  by  the  petitioaet* 
— and  for  the  sake  of  the  petitioner  hiffl« 
self}  he  called  o|)on  the  House  to  institote 
an  enquiry.    That  enquiry  wai,  indeedt 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  ends  of  poblio 
justice—to  maintain  the  princjnlet  of  tho 
British  constitution — and  to  afford  a  fiur 
opportunity  of  juitifitBaiion  te  an  obMnr^ 
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friendless  foreigner—to  •  mocb  tradoctd 
individual.  Tbe  hon.  gentlewaD  con- 
claded  with  mofing,  "  That  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  enquire  into  tbe 
circumstances  connected 'with  tbe  arrest 
and  detention  of  Charles  Random  De  Be* 
renger,  now  a  prisoner  in  bis  Majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate/' 

Sir  F.  Burdett  seconded  the  motion. 

On  the  question  being  put* 

Mr.  Baihurti  said,  be  did  not  consider 
that  any  ground  had  been  Mated,  which 
could  warrant  tbe  House  in  adopting  the 
motion  of  tbe  hon.  gentleman ;  and  with 
that  feeling  be  thought  the  best  mode  of 
•disposing  of  tbe  question,  would  be  to 
move,  that  the  House  ahould  proceed  to 
tbe  orders  of  the  day.— As  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  bad  been 
arraigned  on  this  occasion,  he  considered 
it  perfectly  justifiable ;  and,  for  hia  own 
part,  if  he  were  acting  as  a  magistrate,  he 
should  think  if  he  gave  up  the  identical 
articles  of  property  claimed  by  Mr.  Be* 
renger,  which  might,  he  did  not  say  would, 
lead  to  bis  conviction,  be  should  be  guilty 
of  a  dereliction  of  his  public  duty,  as 
adopting  a  line  of  conduct  which  would 
tend  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice.  It  ap* 
peared,  that  they  were  called  upon  to  de- 
fend themselves,  not  on  account  of  the 
arrest  of  Berenger,  but  because  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  take  from  him  cer- 
tain articles.  This  was  a  very  delicate 
point  to  entertain.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  practice  of  the  Secreiary  -of 
State's  office  should  not  be  enquired  into ; 
but  he  deprecated  a  hasty  and  precipitate 
decision.  Tbe  question  did  not  stand  on 
tbe  fact  of  Berengvr  being  in  a  peculiar 
situation — it  was  not  to  be  argued  on  that 
ground.  What  they  were  to  enquire  was, 
whether,  under  a  general  position,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  had  not  a  right,  with  re- 
ference to  the  safety  of  the  country,  to 
seize  those  papers  ?  If  it  were  the  practice 
of  the  office,  under  the  eye  of  parliament, 
to  detain  the  papers  of  suspected  indivi- 
duals, then  there  arose  a  presumption»that 
such  a  proceeding  was  not  an  abuse  of 
power,  but  a  fair  exercise  of  it.  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  did  not  assume  this  power 
merely  from  the  situation  which  he  filled ; 
it  was  a  power,  which,  in  time  of  war, 
naturally  and  necessarily  exteoded  over 
aliens — and  he  knew,  that  at  the  time  the 
Alien  Act  was  introduced,  very  great 
doubts  existed,  whether  such  an  enact- 
ment were  wanted,  to  enable  the  King  to 
send,  alieu  ool  of  his  dominions.    How,  it 


did  appear  to  him  quite  absurd,  on  send- 
ing an  alien  oat  of  the  kingdom  for  sedi* 
tious  praclices,  to  give  him  all  his  papers^ 
comprising,  perhaps,  those  very  docn* 
'  menu  on  which  the  belief  of  his  crimi- 
nality was  founded  ;  or  to  permit  him  to 
depart  without  examining  what  money  he 
had  about  him,  for  the  purpose  of  disco- 
vering,  if  possible,  from  whom  he  receiv* 
ed  payment.  The  motion  for  the  com- 
mittee, which  came  before  him  and  be- 
fore the  House  by  surprise,  was  not  sup- 
ported on  toy  ground  that  could  convince 
him  of  its  necessity.  The  case  of  Colville^ 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  was  very  dif- 
ferent. That  person  had  been  long  in 
confinement,  and  examination  became  ne- 
cessary. Many  of  the  questions  that  had 
now  bieen  asked,  could  be  answered,  with- 
out having  recourse  to  a  committee ;  but,  a| 
all  erents,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
right  to  comply  with  the  motion,  under 
the  novel  circumstances  which  accompa* 
nied  it.— Tbe  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whit* 
bread)  having  first  moved  that  the  Petitioii 
do  lie  on  the  table,  and  immediately  after^ 
having  procured  some  more  documents^ 
-called  upon  the  Hoo^e  to  adopt  a  fresh 
proceeding.  The  right  hon.  genlJemaii 
concluded  by  moving.  *'  That  the  othec 
orders  of  the  day  be  proceeded  in." 

Mr.  Homer  said,  the  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  against  the  motion,  had  given 
a  stronger  colour  of  importance  to  the  de- 
bate, than  it  before  had.  'ihe  right  boo. 
gentleman  who  last  spoke  bad  stated,  that 
the  question  came  before  him  by  surprise  ! 
This  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinar]^ 
circumstances  he  had  ever  heard.  What 
was  the  surprise  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
complained  of  ?  A  transaction  well  known 
to  the  gentlemen  opposite  was  introduced, 
and  their  own  correspondence  was  read 
in  their  presence,  in  that  Houne  ;  this  was 
the  whole  foundation  for  the  statement 
that  they  were  taken  by  surprise.  Surely 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  H.  Adding- 
ton),  who  was  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  had  a  right  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  case  !  Certainly  they  might  allow  the 
gentlemen  opposite  time  to  prepare  their 
defence ;  but  the  House  ought  not  te 
forget,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  waa 
most  urgent— that  he  prayed  for  his  libc^ 
ration,  in  order  that  he  might  collect  evi- 
dence, and  facilitate  his  just  defence— ^q 
that  he  might  be  placed  on  a  level  with 
his  co-defendants  in  the  indictment.  XJm 
doubtedly  there  might  be  a  good  reasoii 
for  his  detention— but  that  reason  ooilit 
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to  be  most  clearly  pointed  out  to  the 
House.  The  right  hoD.  gentleman  told 
them  that  he  woald  be  tried  next  week,  and 
that  he  was  an  alien.  But  the  first  obser- 
Tation  ought  rather  to  render  them  anxious 
that  eYery  opportunity  should  be  afforded 
bim  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  his  trial— and,  with  respect  to  the 
aecond,  it  was  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
be  had  been  twenty  years  in  this  country 
in  bis  Majesty's  service.  He,  for  one, 
did  not  wish  to  press  for  inquiry  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  power  exercised,  at  the 
present  moment  Let  a  proper  pause  be 
made— let  the  Alien  Act  be  scrupulously 
'  examined,  to  see  whether  his  Majesty's 
government  had  not  committed  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor,  in  assuming  a 
power  which  it  did  not  give.  But  all  this 
(ad  nothing  to  do  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petitionr-And  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  see  immediately,  what  necessity  there 
w^  for  detaining  this  man  in  custody. 
He  was  willing  to  receive,  as  fact,  the 
statement  of  the  under  secretary  (Mr.  H. 
Addington),  that  his  detention  had  n6- 
thing  to  do  with  the  fraud  on  the  Stock 
Exchange.  That  fraud  should  be  most 
minutely  inquired  into;  and  the  public 
were  much  obliged  to  those  individuals 
who  had  exerted  themselves  in  tracing  it 
to  iu  source ;  but  if  it  should  be  (bund 
that  Berenger  was  imprisoned  in  con- 
sequence of  that  fraud,  then  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  individuals 
by  whom  that  imprisonment  was  autho- 
rised, were  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor. 

Mr.  //.  Addinpm  said,  that  he  had  cer- 
tainly been  taken  by  surprise,  because 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whilbread)  had 
stated  distinctly,  that,  unless  he  (Mr. 
Addington)  or  some  other  gentleman  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  could  give  satisfac* 
tory  answers  to  his  interrogatories,  he 
would  probably,  at  a  future  day,  move  for 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  transaction. 
This  impressed  himself  and  other  hon. 
members  with  an  idea,  that  the  question 
would  not  then  be  discussed — and  many 
gentlemen  had  asked  him  whether  there 

was   any   necessity  for  them  to  stay 

(Laughter,  and  cries  of  Hear.) — ^They 
were  of  course  anxious  to  know,  whether 
the  debate  was  likely  to  come  on,  as  they 
night  wish  to  take  a  part  in  it.  The  hon. 
gentleman  certainly  could  not  expect, 
that  he  should  be  prepared,  on  the  moment, 
to  answer  all  his  questions.  The  only 
notice  he  had  received  of  the  motion  from 
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the  hon.  gentleman  was,  an  intinamtion 
that  he  would  probably  present  m  petition 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  from  Be* 
renger ;  and,  as  he  had  determined  not  ta 
oppose  it,*^if  it  were  respectfully  worded, 
he  thought  it  would  have  been  merely  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  suie  generally  the  cir- ' 
cumsiances  of  the  transaction.  In  his  opi- 
nion no  prima  facie  c^96  had  been  made  out 
to  induce  a  suspicion  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  abused  his  powers  under  the 
Alien  Act.  And,  if  no  ^rtaia  Jacie  caae 
were  made  out,  he  could  not  see  the  pro- 
priety or  necessity  of  agreeing  to  refer 
the  business  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Potuonby  never  heard  a  more  inge« 
nuo^s  statement  made  in  his  life  by  any 
gentleman,  than  that  with  which  tbey 
nad  just  been  favoured ;  and  he  assured 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  felt 
obliged  to  him  for  bit  candour.«»(A 
laugh.) — He  was  not  disposed  to  preM  the 
question  to  an  immediate  decision,  and 
therefore  he  would  proposSf  that  the  mo- 
tion should  be  adjourned  till  Monday  or 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  Baihurst  said,  there  wu  already  a 
motion  and  amendment  before  the  House  ; 
he  wished  a  decision  to  take  place  on 
these.  If  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pon&ooby)  were  adopted, 
he  would  not  be  placed  in  so  favourable  a 
situation  on  Monday,  as  that  in  which  he 
at  present  stood. 

Mr.  Whitkrcad  observed,  that,  when  he 
originally  addressed  the  House  on  the 
petition,  he  had  certainly  signified  his  in- 
tention, unless  he  received  a  satisfactory 
explsnation  on  the  subject,  to  move  for  a 
committee  on  a  future  day.  But,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  so  much  prejudice 
was  apparent— and  the  arguments  of  se- 
veral learned  gentlemen  appeared  so  on- 
jast,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  take  the 
step  he  had  done— But  having  relieved 
himself,  by  the  course  he  pursued,  his 
object  was  gained,  and  he  would  cheer- - 
fully  agree  to  adjourn  the  subject  till 
Monday.  Nor  did  he  think  that,  by  each  - 
a  proceeding,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  be  placed  in  a  worse  sitaaticm; 
for,  even  where  personal  charges  of  mal- 
administration had  been  made  against  in- 
dividuals, the  debate  had  frequently  been 
adjouroed,  and  yet  the  party  accused 
never  foimd  himself  in  a  worse  state  than 
before.  Two  reasons  particularly  in- 
duced him  to  agree  to  the  adjournment; 
first,  because  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  H.  Addington)  sai^  if  tine  were* 
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giYen  him,  be  coold  answer  every  quei- 
tion  satisfactorily ;  and  next,  because 
flocks  of  orators,  who  meant  to  speak  on 
the  qaestion,  had,  it  seems,  gone  away, 
and  he  did  not  wish  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man to  fight  with  fewer  troops  than  he 
bad  it  in  his  power  to  muster— (A  laugh.) 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that 
Berenger  was  not  arrested  on  any 
charge  whatever  connected  with  the 
Stock  Exchange.  Bat  that  was  not 
enough.  He  would  ask,  oif  the  solemn 
responsibility  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whether  Berenser  was  now  detained  in 
consequence  ofthe  Stock  Exchange  fraud 
-—or  because  it  was  considered  that  the 
state  would  be  more  secure  if  he  were  im- 
prisoned, than  if  he  were  at  laree  ?  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  called  upon  the  House 
to  mark  particularly  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
tition ;  which  was,  **  that  the  petitioner 
should  be  liberated,*onbail ;  that  he  might 
prepare  for  his  defence  ;  which  he  could 
not  do  in  prison,  and  which  no  human 
soul  out  of  prison,  could  do  but  himself/' 
If  this  prayer  were  refused,  then  the  con- 
viction on  his  (Mr.  Whitbread's)  mind 
was,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  considered 
his  freedom  as  dangerous  to  the  state; 
and  nothing  less  than  full  proof,  of   the 
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now  pending  in  the  House,  for  regulating 
the  importation  of  corn  into  the  United 
Kingdom ;  and  that  the  alterations  pro« 
posed  to«be  made  in  the  laws  for  regu- 
lating the  importation  of  corn  appear  to 
the  petitioners  to  be  matter  of  the  most 
serious  importance;  and  it  would  b« 
highly  desirable  that  no  material  altera- 
tion should  take  place  therein  until  a 
more  ample  trial  nas  been  had  of  their 
efiect,  under  existing  circumstances ;  and 
praying*  that  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
ceedings for  regulating  the  importation  of 
com  may  be  adjourned  to  the  next  session ; 
whereby  a  more  accurate  judgment  and 
opinion  can  be  formed  than  at  this  time* 
and  the  fullest  opportunity  would  b# 
thereby  atbrded  for  the  due  consideration 
of  a  question  of  such  magnitnde/' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the.  table* 

Annuities  to  Loan  Ltnxdock,  Itc] 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mpved  tb« 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  further 
consideration  the  Resolution  for  granting 
an  annuity  of  2,000/.  per  annum  to  lord 
Lynedock. 

In  the  committee,  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman  stated,  that  it  had  been  usual  to 
confine  grants  of  this  description  to  three 


foundation  of  such  a  feeling  could  satisfy    successive  lives;  but  as  it  was  felt  that  the 


the  justice  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Baihurst  persevered  in  his  amend- 
ment, and  the  gallery  was  cleared  for  a 
division.  The  House  did  not,  however, 
difide— -and,  as  we  understood,  the.  re- 
newal of  the  discussion  was  fixed  for 
Monday  the  23d  instant. 

Petition  from  the  City  of  London 

RESPECTING     THE     CoRN     TsADE.]         Mr. 

Sheriff  Magnay  appeared  at  the  bar  with  . 
a  Petition  from  the  lord  mayor  and  cor- 
poration of  London,  praying  that  no  al- 
teration might  be  made  in  the  Corn  Laws 
during  this  session. 

The  Speaker  thought  it  his  duty  to  no- 
tice, that  this  Petition  was  presented  by 
only  one  ofthe  sherifis.  He  had  no  doubt 
thai  a  satisfactory  reason  could  be  assigned 
to  the  House  for  the  non-attendance  of 
the  other,  as  the  form  required. 

Sir  J.  Shaw  stated,  that  the  other  sheriff 
was  indisposed. 

Th^  Speaker  said,  that  this  was,  of 
course,  a  perfectly  satisfactory  reason  for 
his  absence. 

The  Petition  was  brought  op,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  <<  That  the  petitioners  have 
aitentivdy  considered   the    proceedings 


fourth  nobleman  in  succession,  unless  some 
fortuitous  circumstance  occurred,  might  bo 
totally  unable  to  uphold  the  necessaqr 
splendour  of  his  situation,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  render  the  annuity,  as  in  tho 
case  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  co-exten» 
sive  with  the  title.  It  was  not  intended 
to  increase  the  sum  already  voted  to  these 
gallant  officers;  in  the  present  state  of 
the  finances  of  the  country,  as  mucl^  had 
been  done,  as  a  just  sense  of  public 
oeconomy  would  admit.  He  then  moved» 
"  That  an  annual  sum  of  2,0001.  should  bo 
granted  to  his  Majesty  out  of  the  Consoli* 
dated  Fund,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  moat  be- 
neficial manner  for  Thomas  lord  Lyne- 
dock, and  those  who  succeeded  him  in  tho 
title." 

Mr.  W.  Smith  approved  of  the  principk 
of  not  giving  too  large  and  extensive  pen*, 
sions,  with  uie  peerage :  the  latter  was  ia 
itself  a  great  reward.  It  was  not  necessary 
that  a  man  who  had  raised  himself  to  no- 
bility by  his  exploits,  should  live  in  tho 
same  style  of  splendour  as  oae  who  had 
not  suco  exploiu  to  edorn^bis  sitoatioa^ 
It  was  the  more  adviuble  to  be  caotiOM 
on  this  subject,  as  in  every  war  wo  might 
expect  that  thero  would  be  lettnl  ui* 
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and  he  thought  the  people  of  Encland  had 
a  right  to  the  same  advantage  of  inquiry. 
He  should,  therefore,  Tote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith,  unless  he  could 
obtain  further  information,  would  vote 
against  the  measure  altogether.  At  pre- 
sent, he  was  for  the  committee. 

Sir  John  Newport  opposed  the  committee. 

It  would  only  occasion  useless  delay,  and 

give   opportunity   for  raising  a  clamour 

against  the  measure.    The  House  should 

never  suffer  clamour  of  this  kind  to  have 

the  least  influence  upon  their  decisions. 

'  If  he  were  to  write  to  his  constituents,  and 

-'tell  them  that  they  were  deeply  interested 

in  the  success  of  this  measure,  and  by  this 

means  procure  meetings  and  combinations, 

88  had  been  done  in  other  places,  he  should 

be  called  a  seditious  man.     He  admitted, 

that  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  a 

good  deal  directed  to  Ireland,  not  for  the 

exclusive  interest  of  that  country,  but  to 

'ascertain  her  capacity  to  make  England 

independent  of  foreign  countries  by  her 

■own  produce  and  that  of  Ireland.     He 

-again  deprecated  the  influencing  of  the 

passions  of  the  people,  who  never  look 

beyond  momentary  gratification,  toward 

future  distress. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  certainly 
thought,  that  on  a  part  of  the  subject  the 
House  had  not  obtained  sufficient  infor- 
'  mation.  In  his  opinion,  the  House  would 
disgrace  itself  by  proceeding  so  far  as  it 
had  done,  and  not  going  farther.  But 
without  proper  information  we  should  still 
be  left  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  general 
average,  and  therefore  he  preferred  the 
graduated  scale.  The  delay  of  a  year 
"would  have  a  considerable  effect  in*  the 
way  of  information;  for  little  could  be 
obtained  before,  respecting  the  foreign 
trade;  butasfar  as  it  went,  what  had  been 
obtained  was  satisfactory.  On  the  whole, 
he  was  disposed  to  support  the  motion  for 
'  the  committee. 

Mr.  Frederick  Dougloi  denied  that  the 
object  of  the  proposers  of  the  Bill  was  to 
support  any  combination  of  landholders ; 
but  the  House  was  called  on  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  agriculture.  A 
graduated  scale  of  any  sort  would  not 
efiect  the  intended  purpose,  as  it  would 
enable  the  importing  merchants  to  outbid 
the  farmers.  He  should  oppose  the 
motion. 

Sir  John  Sebr^ht  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  committee  would  be  perfectly  useless. 
It  would  give  an  opportunity  to  the  con- 
stituents 10  get  ready  petitions  ten  times 
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as  long  as  the  enormous  one  presented 

yesterday.  He  would  ask,  was  it  likely 
that  there  was  any  person  in  a  town,  either 
gentleman  or  chimney-sweeper,  wlio,  if 
appealed  to,  would  say,  that  he  woald  not 
rather  have  bread  cheap  than  dear  ? 

Mr.  Daly  was  against  the  committee ; 
as,  in  his  opinion,  all  necessary  informa- 
tion had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  Finlay  thought  it  highly  necessary 
that  the  committee  should  enter  into  tba 
enquiry. 

Mr.  Preitan  was  against  the  committee. 
In  contradistinction  to  what  had  been  said 
respecting  the  wealth  of  farmers,  he  wooM 
assert  that  these  persons  in  general  were 
in  very  narrowed  circumstances  ;  and  in 
this  very  year,  unless  the  landlords  were 
very  merciful,  more  distrtees  wonid  be 
taken  than  bad  been  executed  during  the 
last  20  years.  The  average  price  of  land, 
he  contended,  notwithstanding  the  enoi^ 
roous  rates  at  which  pieces  were  some- 
times purchased,  was  not  more  than  23s. 
an  acre  ;  and  in  Scotland,  landlords  were 
glad  to  get  20f.  on  the  average. 

Mr.  Huikiiion  would  not  hesitate  to  say« 
that  all  those  who  supported  the  motion 
for  the  committee,  did  so  with  a  view  to 
defeat  the  measure  altogether.  The 
greatest  apprehension  might  well  prevail 
in  the  country,  when  it  was  a  iisict,  that 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  had 
only  been  cultivated  under  the  idea  of  the 
improbability  that  foreign  com  would  be 
imported :  and  those  who  had  disbarsed 
their  capital  on  inclosures,  would  rne  the 
day  when  they  had  done  so,  unless  jost 
protection  were  afforded  them.  He  would 
vote  against  going  into  the  committee 
at  all. 

Mr.  Bathurst  was  in  favour  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  a  limited  extent.  He  attribated 
the  clamour  which  prevailed,  to  the  sob* 
ject  not  having  been  brought  forward  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Canning  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Hnskisson.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  most 
unfairly  attacked,  accused  as  he  bad  been 
of  tergiversation,  while  he  had  taken  the 
most  discreet,  just,  and  sound,  though  cer^ 
tainly  not  the  most  popular  part,  throogh* 
out  the  whole  discussion.  It  was  agreed 
on  all  sides,  that  some  protection  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  British  grower;  and  it 
would  be  a  great  misfortune  if  the  pro« 
ceedings  were  to  be  suspended  now,  while 
so  much  alarm  prevailed. 

Mr.  Banket  explained.    He  contended 
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that  nobody  would  ever  thiok  of  enacting 
a  permanent  (aw  at  <ach  a  time  at  tbU. 
Since  this  period  last  year,  when  the  Re- 
port was  presented,  tweWe  months  had 
passed^  more  eventful  than  any  in  history; 
and  whatever  report  might  have  been  then 
presented,  it  would  have  been  insufficient 
to  legislate  opon  at  the  present  period. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  House  could 
not  safely  venture  either  to  pass  the  law 
or  to  put  it  off. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  a  divi- 
sion took  place— In  favour  of  the  motion, 
42}  Against  it,  09 ;— Majority,  57. 
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Monday,  May  23. 

Mr.  De  Bbrbnger.]  Mr.  WkUhread 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Secret  Committee,  to  enquire  into  the 
circumstances  attending  the  confinement 
of  C.  R.  Baron  De  Berenger  on  the  felons' 
aide  of  Newgate.  For  the  information  of 
such  members  as  were  not  present  on  a 
former  night,  he  recapitulated  the  various 
grounds  then  urged  for  complying  with 
the  motion;  and  noticed  the  single  ob- 
jection  made  to  it,  that  the  under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
H.  Addington)  had  solemnly  asserted, 
that  Mr.  De  Berenger  was  arrested  under 
the  authority,  given  by  the  Alien  Act, 
on  charges  and  suspicions  totally  distinct 
from  any  fraudulent  transactions  with  the 
Stock  Exchange.  Without  such  an  asse« 
veration,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
House  would  not  have  hesitated  a  moment 
in  deciding  that  the  detention  was  only  a 
part  of  the  prosecution  now  pending  ;  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  State*  having  abused 
the  high  powers  vested  in  him  by  the 
statute,  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanour.  In  addition  to  the 
circumstances  of  this  case  which  came 
out  on  a  former  night,  Mr.  Whitbread 
stated,  that  when  the  prisoner  was  taken 
into  custody  by  Wood,  the  alien  mes- 
senger,  with  the  assistance  of  the  magis- 
trates of  Edinburgh,  the  warrant  was  not 
shewn  to  Mr.  De  Berenger,  nor  was  any 
other  cause  assigned  for  his  apprehension, 
than  that  he  was  taken  in  consequence  of 
a  supposed  connection  with  the  frauds  on 
the  Slock  Exchange.  He  had  been  sent  to 
Newgate  by  (his  own  choice,  because  he  ex- 
perienced better  treatment  there  than  at  the 
house  of  the  messenger,  where  he  had  not 
been  permitted  to  see  any  individual,  not 


even  hia  solicitor,  Mr.  Tahoardin,  without 
the  presence  of  Wood ;  that  when  remon- 
strance waa  made  to  Mr.  Beckett,  of  the 
Treasury,  that  gentleman  replied,  that 
Wood  was  responsible  for  his  prisoner  ; 
and  that  subsequently  the  messenger  had 
sometimes  gone  out  of  the  room  when 
Mr.  Tahoordin  called,  but  that  in  that 
case  he  had  left  the  door  open.  That  Dm 
Berenger  had  applied  for  a  copy  of  the 
authority  under  which  the  strangers  that 
were  obtruded  upon  him  were  admitted  ; 
which  had  been  refused,  although  there 
was  no  denial,  not  even  in  the  House  o£ 
Commons,  that  such  an  authority  had  beeo 
given  to  the  keeper  of  Newgate.  Up  to 
this  wery  hour,  the  prisoner  had  not  been 
informed  of  the  cause  of  his  confinement. 
The  aggravations  of  the  case  were,  that 
his  papers,  clothes,  and  money,  had  been 
unlawfully  aeized  and  detained  till  the 
13th  instant,  on  which  day  only  a  part 
had  been  returned  :  that  his  writing-desk 
and  trunks  had  been  broken  open  without 
the  presence  of  De  Berenger,  hie  friends* 
or  attorney,  after,  with  the  consent  of  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  he  had,  jointly 
with  them,  put  his  seal  upon  them;  that 
he  was  arrested  in  contradiction  to  the  ge- 
neral licence  to  travel  through  any  part  of 
the  united  kingdom,  which  had  been 
P^ranted  him,  aUer  a  strict  examination 
into  his  conduct  aud  character,  in  1804. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  the  duty, 
of  the  House  to  interpose,  and  to  take  care 
that  such  grievous  injury  was  not  done  to 
an  unprotected  alien.  The  case  was  the 
nu>re  severe,  because,  althoush  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  empowered  to  take  bail 
from  aliens,  yet  in  this  case,  although  it 
had  been  offered  to  any  amount,  it  had 
been  rejected.  The  probability  was  (or 
rather  would  have  been,  had  not  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  ventured  to  make  so  bold 
an  assertion),  that  Berenger  was  arrested 
under  the  false  pretence  of  being  a  dan- 

Serous  alien.  Mr.  Whitbread  hoped  that 
Ir.  Addington's  conscience  would  second 
his  courage  in  the  daring  assertion  which 
he  had  ventured  to  give  to  the  House. 
At  any  rate,  under  the  many  suspicious 
circumstances  that  attended  this  case,  he 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself  would  be  anxious  to  remove  the 
weighty  responsibility  which  rested  per- 
sonally upon  him,  by  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  to  enquire  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  apprehensioa , 
and  detention  of  Mr.  De  Berenger.  Mr. 
Whitbread    concluded,   therefore*    witia 
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moTing  that  a  comimtlee  for  that  purpoM 
tfbould  be  nominated. 

The  motion  having  been  pat .  by  the 
Speaker, 

Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone  rose  to  second 
it.  He  spoke  as  follows :— My  object,  in. 
rising  to  second  the  motion  of  the  bon. 
gentleman,  is,  to  take  this  opportonity  of 
referring  to  an  assertion  made  on  a  former 
night  by  hi!  Majesty's  Attorney -General, 
^ho  said  that  Mr.  Dc  Berenger  had  no 
ether  design  in  requiring  the  re-del ivery 
of  his  clothes,  money,  letters,  and  papers, 
than  that  he  might  get  into  his  hands  evi- 
dence that  might  operate  against  him, 
and  those  who  were  connected  with  him, 
in  the  prosecution  that  is  now  pending. 
Such  an  assertion  is  undoubtedly  calcu- 
lated to  prejudice  the  noble  lord  who  is  a 
party  to  this  prosecution,  and  myself,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  House,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  public,  and  consequently  of  the  jury 
who  are  to  try  the  question.  I  thought  it, 
therefore,  my  duty  to  attend  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  declare,  that  as  far  as  depends 
npon  the  noble  lord  and  myself,  it  never 
was,  and  is  not,  our  wish  to  keep  back  any 
evidence  that  can  possibly  be  brought 
forward  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
let  the  mode  in  which  it  is  obtained  be 
what  it  may.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
take  any  further  part  in  the  debate  upon 
this  question ;  and  should  the  result  be  a 
division  of  the  House,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  withdraw,  without  giving  any  vote 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bathursi  disclaimed,  for  himself 
and  for  the  Attorney -General,  any  inten- 
tion to  prejudice  the  minds  of  any  persons 
on  a  question  of  such  importance;  such 
an  attempt  would  be  the  height  of  injus- 
tice at  the  time  proceedings  were  pending. 
He  congratulated  the  House,  that  it  was 
now  about  to  discuss  this  question  in  a  re- 
gular and  satisfactory  way  ;  and  contended 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  in  this  case 
a  mere  agent,  charged  with  the  execution 
of  a  certain  duty  under  the  Alien  Act, 
and  that  in  that  capacity  merely  he  had 
caused  De  Berenger  to  be  arrested.  Was 
it  nothing  to  say,  that  under  many  suc- 
cessive administrations  only  two  com- 
plaints (both  of  which  were  unfounded) 
h?A  been  brought  against  the  individual 
who  was  charged  with  the  performance  of 
this  Juty  ?  If  a  motion  like  the  present 
were  carried,  on  such  slight  'grounds  as 
those  now  urgt;d,  what  Secretary  of  State 
would  venture  to  do  a  duty  fbr  which  he 
was  so  heavily  respoubible  f  This  would 
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indeed  be  donvertiDg  the  hMi.  geiitlMMB 
opposite  (who  appeared  foUd  of  f^f^ 
into  the  interior  of  the    pabKe   oaee% 
though  he  had  nerer  entered  one  of  them 
offlcidly)  into  an  inspector  of  the  Secre* 
taries  of  State,  to  take  care  that  they  did 
their  duty,  and  nothing  more  than  flieir 
duty.    'Diat  De  Berenger  had  somo  resnon 
for  concealing  himselfwas  obviooSf  beciino 
he  had  passed  under  an  assumed  name  al 
Leith ;   and  the  Alien  office  was  not  Co 
wait,  before  the  foreigner  suspected  ^i^as 
arrested,  until  he  had  actually  incmmd 
the  penalty  by'  shipping  himself  off  fur  m 
distant  country.    As  for  the  assertion  that 
De  Berenger  was  arrested  ooder  a  false 
pretence,  that  was  entirely  begging  the 
question,  since  that  was  the  point  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  laboering  to  have 
ascertain^.    It  was  perfectly  reffularto 
seiie  the  papers  of  persons  apprelieiidod» 
without  any  specific  charge,  and  to  use 
efl^ts  found  on  persons  under  one  cfaarM 
to  their  conviction  under  another;    fir 
example,  in  the  case  of  Jack  the  Fainter, 
he    was    apprehended    for   some    petty 
oflfence ;  ancj,  by  the  papers  firond  on  hiaiy 
he  was  suspected  of  having  been  the  ln« 
cendiary  of  I^rtsmouth    dock-yard;    in 
consequence  of  which  he  wu  tried  and 
executed.    Certainly,  anv  abase  of  tUi 
power  was  a  jvnt  ground  of  complaint  j 
btit  it  appeared  that  Mr.  De  Berenger. 
from  his  own  confession,  bad  heen  ivell 
satisfied.    On  the  8th  of  April  he  was  an* 
prehended*— ^n  the   I5th  he  applied  mr 
permission  to  write  in  the  news-pqwt^ 
and  to  see  his  solicitor  and  friends.    On 
the  lOtb  an  answer  was  returned  from  the 
secretary's  office,  that  his  solicitor  wooM 
be  admitted  to  him  ;    but  as  to  his  fHciaM 
no  answer  was  returned,  it  being  deemed 
inconsistent  with  close  custody  to  admit 
them.     To  his  appli^tion  for  his  papeiv^ 
it   was   answered,    that  it  was   oeemM 
proper,  for  the  purposes  of  JQSiice«  lo  ro* 
tain  some  of  the  onginals,  but  that  hb  so- 
licitor would  be  permitted  to  take  ebfii— 
ofanythathe  chose.    Mr.  De  Berenger 
replied,  that  he  was  perfectly  mtisBmL*  . 
that  the  copies  would  answer  his  perpeaet 
and    thanked    the  office  for  its  bifiUty. 
When  brought  up  to  plead,  he  conld  not 
at  first  find  bail,  and  was  detained.    It 
might  be  regretted  that  he  was  in  a 
situation  than  others,  but  whlleaman 
amenable  to  the  alien  laws  that  mast  be 
the  case.      Those  persons  indicted  who 
were  members  of  parliament  wMe  not  ap- 
prehended or  pat  to  bM,  on  ifeoMnt  of 
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their  prifilege.  SappoM  Berenicer  tmd 
been  in  Newgate  for  debt,,Md  indicted 
for  tome  offence,  could 'be  heye  got  out  to 
seek  for  witnesflet  ?  He  wu  in  one  of  the 
best  rooms  in  Newgate,  about  a  third  of 
the  size  of  that  room  they  were  now  sit- 
ting in  (a  laugh).  No  man  had  been  in- 
trodoced  CO  him  whom  he  did  not  wish  to 
aee ;  and  none  refuted  but  at  his  own  de* 
sire.  The  persons  from  Rochester  did  not 
see  him.  As  to  his  clothes,  he  had  the 
full  accommodation  of  his  linen.  He  pre* 
ferred  staying  in  Newgate  to  being  ehe- 
where.  and  complained  of  nothing.  It 
only  lately  occurred  to  him  that  that 
House  was  the  most  confenieni  place  for 
discussing  his  claims.  He  was  tofd,  tn  an- 
swer to  his  memorial  of  the  lOth  of  May, 
that  erery  thing  wouM  be  returned  to  him, 
except  what  might  be  necessary  to  the 
ends  of  justice.  He  receired  his  186/., 
though  not  in  the  same  notes  which  were 
taken  froth  him.  Would  any  sensible 
man  give  back  to  an  apprehended  person 
notes  which,  though  they  might  be  used 
for  a  different  object,  might  yet  be  mate- 
rial for  public  justice,  and  the  destruction 
of  which  might  prevent  important  evi- 
dence ?  There  was  no  question  of  suste- 
nance, medicine,  or  counsel^  for  he  had 
the  supply  within  three  days  after  he 
asked  it.  As  to  the  matter  of  the  right, 
he  might  try  it.  There  was  nothing  re- 
tained but  the  original  notes,  a  telescope, 
a  pocket-book,  and  a  fsw  trifles.  No 
ground  whaterer  bed  been  shewn  for  the 
present  motion. 

Mr.  Ahercromhie,  without  baring  any 
particular  sympathy  with  Mr.  De  Be- 
renger,  contended,  that  it  was  well  known, 
that  there  had  existed  oppressive  proceed- 
ings under  the  Alien  Act ;  and  that  jus- 
tice had  been  bften  denied,  under  the 
operation  of  that  Act,  to  persons  who  had 
applied  for  it.  Happily,  this  Act  was  soon 
to  expire ;  and,  if  it  should  be  renewed,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  great  altera- 
tions in  it ;  and  he  hoped  that,  in  doing'^so, 
some  attention  would  be  paid  to  the  case 
now  before  the  Rouse.  The  great  inten- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  was,  to 
enable  government  to  ascertain  the  place 
of  residence  of  all  foreigners.  The  Act, 
therefore,  gave  power  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  arrest  foreigners,  but  at  the  same 
time  only  under  certain  circumstances. 
He  had  power  to  prevent  the  departure  of 
a  foreigner  till  any  subject  that  occasioned  - 
auspicion  was  investigated ;  or  to  compel. 
If  necesmry,   his  leavh^  the  comtry. 
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The  rigbt  hon.  gentleman  had  not  done 
quite  enough  on  Ibis  occasion ;  he  ooght 
to  have  shewn,  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
the -state  either  to  allow  Mr.  De  Berenger 
to  be  at  large,  or  to  leave  the  coimtry. 
Every  moment  that  gentleman  was  de- 
tained, while  it  could  not  be  shown  that 
the  safety  of  the  state  req  aired  it«  was  a 
violation  of  the  law.  The  detaining  of  the 
papers  could  only  be  justified  by  proving 
that  they  contained  matters  dangerous  to 
the  state.  The  great  object  of  the  Alien 
Act  was,  to  give  power  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  send  foreigners  out  of  the  country. 
Th^  rigbt  hon.  gentleman  had  not  assured 
the  House,  that  these  papers  contained  any 
thing  dangerous  to  the  state.  He  con* 
tended,  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  a  committee  was  highly  neces* 
sary.  With  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr: 
Colville,  government  found  that  there  was 
something  dangerous  to  the  state ;  but  no 
such  allegation  had  been  made  with  re* 
spect  to  Mr.  De  Berenger,  and  therefore 
the  hardship  of  bit  case  was  attended  with 
great  aggravation.  If  the  Alien  Act  had 
not  been  enforced  againn  Mr.  De  Be- 
renger, sufficient  evidence  might  not  have 
been  brought  against  him.  Identity  of 
person,  for  instance,  bectme  by  this  means 
more  easily  ascertained.  He  was  to  be 
pointed  out  in  the  court,  and  persona 
having  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him  pre- 
viously to  the  trial  must  have  a  consi- 
derable advantage.  Mr.  De  Berenger,  in 
his  confinement,  had  been  seen  by  a  num- 
ber of  persons.  (No,  no;  from  the  minis- 
terial bench.)  As  I  have  understood  (said 
the  hon.  member),  certain  persons  have 
seen  him  in  custociy  ;  but  if  any  one  indi- 
vidual has  seen  him  in  custody,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  argument  is  equally  the  same. 
Unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  pre* 
pared  to  say,  that,  if  at  Urge,  he  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  state,  he  could  have  no 
right  to  detain  him.  When  it  was  further 
considered,  that  Berenger  had  resided  in 
this  country  since  1783,  and  that  he  had 
been  employed  in  his  MHjesty's  service, 
and  that  government  had  given  him  a  tea- 
timonfal  m  1804,  by  granting  him  power 
to  live  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  the 
hardship  of  his  case  became  the  more  an 
object  of  notice.  It  ought  to  be  made 
obvious  to  the  countrVt  that  there  were 
good  public  grounds  Tor  detaining  him. 
As  the- case  now  stood,  they  would  send 
Mr.  De  Berenger  to  trial  with  the  very 
serious  imputation,  that  he  was  not  only  a 
dangerous  person  to  be  at  large  in  this 
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country,  bat  that  he  was  also  too  dan- 
gerous to  be  sent  abroad. 

Mr.  BathuTU,  in  explanation^  contended, 
that  as  an  alien  be  was,  generally,  under 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smiih  said,  that,  as  a 
magistrate,  he  had  been  to  visit  Mr.  De 
Berenger  ;  and  was  told  by  the  keeper  of 
the  prison,  that  Mr.  De  Berenger  was  very 
particular  with  respect  to  the  persons 
whom  he  saw ;  that  he,  however,  being  a 
magistrate,  might  claim  admission.  I 
found  him  (said  the  hon.  alderman)  very 
comfortably  lodged,  and  that  improper 
persons  were  excluded  from  his  apart- 
ment. 

Sir  S.  Romill^  had  no  conception  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  could  seize  a 
person's  papers  under  the  Alien  Act.  It 
was  to  be  recollected,  however,  that  at  the 
time  of  passing  the  Alien  Act,  there  were 
opinions  prevailing  in  France  which  in 
this  country  were  considered  as  very  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  peace  and  safety ; 
and  for  that  reason  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  give  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
power  of  sending  suspicious  foreigners  out 
of  the  country ;  or,  if  they  could  not  be 
sent  out,  at  least  to  keep  them  in  custody. 
This  might  be  done  on  anonymous  infor- 
mation ;  but  in  no  case  unless  the  charge 
was  of  a  treasonable  nature.  No  person 
was  to  be  sent  oot  of  the  country  for  any 
transaction  unconnected  with  the  state.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  no  power  to  seize  the  papers  of 
an  individual,  unless  there  was  some 
charge  of  a  treasonable  nature;  not  by 
any  means  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
any  private  prosecution. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  thought  it  appeared  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  Mr. 
De  Berenger  had  been  seized  on  account 
of  his  having  been  supposed  to  have  hoaxed 
a  body  of  professed  hoaxers — the  Stock 
Exchange  Committee. — M.  Talleyrand, 
the  present  minister  of  France,  had  been 
subjected  to  the  operatibn  of  this  same 
Alien  Act ;  with  this  diflerence,  that  the 
government,  by  sending  htm  out  of  the 
country,  merely  aiTorded  him  means  to 
escape  from  his  creditors  here.  He  wished 
to  know,  whether  a  message  had  not  been 
sent  to  the  Stock  Exchange  Committee  as 
soon  as  the  seals  were  taken  off  De  Be- 
renger's  trunks,  that  they  might  come  to 
examine  them  ? 

Mr.  H.  Addington  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive. He  did  not  know  that  the  trunks 
had  been  unsealed  at  all. 
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Mr.  a  W.  Wwm  thought  that  a  aecret 
committee  would  not  be  a  good  place  to 
try  whether  the  Alien  Act  had  been  trans- 
gressed in  the  case  before  the  Houae :  a 
court  of  law  would  be  preferable  for  trying 
the  question.  He  also  conceived,  if  the 
seizure  of  the  papers,  &c..were  illegal,  yet 
that  it  was  proper  to  employ  them  in  a 
court  of  justice ;  as  a  man  was  once  tried 
for  forgery,  on  proofs  which  had  been  ob- 
tained by  robbery.  He  had,  however, 
much  doubt  on  the  subject ;  from  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Batburst) 
might  relieve  him,  if  he  could  state,  that 
a  disclosure  of  the  grounds  of  De  Be«, 
renger's  apprehension  to  a  secret  com- 
mittee, would  be  injurious. 
.  Mr.  Bathursi  answered,  that  he  cooM 
not  rest  his  opposition  to  the  motion  on 
such  a  ground. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said,  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  was,  whether  this  waa 
a  case  which  called  on  the  House  to  ap- 
point a  secret  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ?•«-. 
He  conceived  there  was  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  such  a  proceediog«— The  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Batbunt)  had  nn<- 
hesitatingly  declared,  that  the  cause  of 
De  Berengcr's  arrest  was  entirely  distinct 
from  the  fraud  on  the  Stock  Exchango—. 
and  he  (Mr.  Wortley),  was.  inclined  to 
give  full  credence  to  his  statemenL  If 
the  -House  agreed  to  appoint  secret  com* 
mittees  on  such  occasions  as  thi%  the  con- 
sequences would  be  extremely  miachiev* 
ous — it  would  operate  as  a  check  on  the 
fair  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  the* 
Secretary  of  State.  Being  perfectly  tatia- 
fied  in  his  own  mind,  that  cosent  reasons 
existed,  quite  independent  of  the  oflence 
for  which  De  Berenger  was  indicted,  for 
the  measures  that  had.  been  taken,  he 
would  oppose  the  motion. 

Sir  J.  Nexjoport  observed,  that  from  the 
appointment  of  the  committee  to  inquire 
into  Colville's  case,  three  years  agob  no 
inconvenience  had  arisen.  His  Majesty's 
ministers,  therefore,  if  they  were  con- 
scious of  their  own  rectitude,  ought  to 
have  satisfied  the  House  in  this  case,  in 
which  it  was  more  than  suspected  that  the 
Alien  Act  had  been  transgressed.  It  was] 
too  much,  to  trust  implicitly  a  power  so 
liable  to  abuse  as  that  of  the  Alien  Act,  to 
any  body  of  men. 

Mr.  nilberforce  expressed  his  opinion^ 
that  if  there  were  no  coincidence  between 
the  arrest  of  the  petitioner,  and  the  oiTence 
respecting  the  Stock  ExchaDge^  no  notico 
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would  haTe  been  taken  of  that  arrest ;  and 
from  the  repotation  of  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  home  department,  he  coold 
not  think  it  jostifiable  to  impeach  the  exer- 
cise of  his  lordship's  discretion  in  this 
transaction.  He  therefore  did  not  feel  it 
necessary  to  appoint  the  propoaed  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Bernard  said,  the  House  was  not 
called  upon  to  deliberate  on  the  expe- 
diency or  inexpediency  of  the  alien  laws  ; 
bat  merely>  whether,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, power  had  been  o? er-execated.  A 
certain  power  was  gi?en  by  law  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  extended  even 
to  the  opening  of  letters^  &c. ;  and  those 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  the  noble 
lord,  mast  be  firmly  convinced  that  sach 
a  power  was  vested  in  safe  and  honourable 
hands.  For  these  reasons,  he  would  vote 
against  the  motion,  not  feeling  that  any 
case  was  made  out  warranting  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  House. 

Mr.  Barhmm  declared,  that  although  he 
felt  no  sympathy  for  Mr.  De  Berenser, 
yet,  aware  that  if  the  violation  of  the  Taw 
and  personal  liberty  were  tolerated  with 
regard  to  the  worst  man  in  society,  the 
precedent  might  be  acted  upon  towards 
the  very  best,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
vole  for  the  motion.  By  the  opponents  of 
the  motion  an  apprehension  was  stated, 
that  public  inconvenience  might  result 
from  the  appointment  of  the  proposed 
committee;  but  it  appeared,  that  in*  the 
only  instance  quoted  of  a  similar  com- 
mittee, no  inconvenience  whatever  had 
occurred ;  therefore  the  apprehension  ex- 
pressed was  not  warranted  by  any  expe- 
rience. He  concluded  with  expressing 
his  astonishment  at  the  professed  inability 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Adding- 
ton)  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him, 
respecting  the  nature  of  the  communica- 
tions between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  committee  of  the  Slock  Exchange; 
as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  not  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  transactions  of  the  office 
with  which  he  was  oflkially  connected. 

The  Attorney  General  vindicated  himself 
from  the  charge  of  endeavouring  to  mis- 
lead, by  the  statements  which  he  had  made 
on  a  former  discussion  of  this  sul^ect,  or 
that  he  had  attempted,  as  was  insinuated, 
to  impose  the  art  of  a  cunning  lawyer  upon 
plain  country  magistrates ;  for,  what  he 
had  said  he  was  fully  prepared  to  justify. 
He  denied,  upon  the  high  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  the  warrant  of  that 
officer  against  the  petitioner  wu  lent,  upon 


false  pretences,  to  aid  the  prosecution  of 
the  Slock  Exchange.  Indeed,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Secretary  of  State  would  be 
a  sufficient  answer  to  any  such  charge— So 
much  as  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  tho 
petitioner.  Then,  as  to  the  detention  of 
the  papers  of  the  petitioner,  or  their  de* 
livery  to  the  Stock  Exchange  Commiiteej, 
he  maintained  that  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
or  any  other  public  officer,  was  entitled 
to  make  a  similar  use  of  any  papers  in  his 
possession,  to  further  the  ends  of  public 
justice ;  nay,  that  a  public  officer  was  in 
duty  bound  to  make  that  use  of  such  docu- 
ments, however  he  might  have  become 
possessed  of  them.  To  shew  that  this  doc« 
trine  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  tha 
law,  the  learned  gentleman  quoted  the 
case  of  Crossley,  already  referred  to,  and 
also  that  of  Paynter  v.  Brookes,  which 
occurred  at  the  Bedford  assises.  In  this 
case,  the  defendant  produced  a  receipt 
in  full  for  ihe  principal  and  interest  of  the 
plainiiflTs  demand;  but,  upon  examina- 
tion, it  turned  out  to  be  a  receipt  only  for 
the  interest.— The  jury  found  a  verdict 
accordingly,  and  the  defendant  required 
the  receipt  to  be  given  up  to  him :  but  no, 
said  the  court,  and  the  defendant  was  com- 
mitted on  a  charge  of  forgery  ;  of  which 
charge  he  was  acnuilted,  because  the  evi- 
dence was  incomplete.  ^He  (the  Attorney 
General),  however,  quoted  the'  case  to 
demonstrate  that  documentary  evidence, 
by  whatever  means  obtained,  could  be 
legally  used  to  promote  the  administration 
of  public  justice ;  and  hence  he  argued, 
that  the  papers  found  in  the  possession  of 
the  petitioner  were  legally  applied,  not- 
withstanding the  objections  of  the  hon. 
mover. 

Mr.  Homer  observed,  that  the  cases 
cited  by  the  learned  Attorney-General  re- 
ferred to  charges  of  felony,  and  not  to  mis- 
demeanour, and  therefore  were  not  applica- 
ble to  the  subject  under  discuMion.  This 
subject  he  could  not,  as  he  before  said, 
hesitate  to  consider  of  peculiar  importance; 
and  he  trusted  that  whatever  might  be  the 
vote  of  that  night,  this  affair  would  hereafter 
be  sifted  to  the  bottom,  at  a  time  when 
no  plea  of  ministerial  responsibility,  or 
public  inconvenience,  could  be  urged 
against  the  disclosure  of  the  reasons  upon 
which  the  arrest  of  Mr.  De  Berenger  was 
alleffed  to  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  C.  Gram  thought  the  observation  of 
the  learned  gentleman,  as  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  this  subject  at  a  future  occasion, 
when  no  inconvenience  could  result  firom 
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the  power  to  stop  the  exportation ;  and 
this  innovation  we  were  making  on  such 
CTidence  as  no  parliament  had  ever  yet 
acted  upon  since  the  beginning  of  time. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  after  many 
•imilarobservations.concluded  with  saying, 
that  his  rider  was  intended  to  give  the 
king  a  power,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  stop  the  exportation  whenever 
the  exigencies  of  ihe  country  might  require 
It.  He  was  satisfied  with  having  done  his 
duty  in  opposing  the  Bill;  and  if  it  were 
aofiered  to  pass,  all  he  hoped  was,  that  it 
might  not  be  productive  of  serious  injury 
to  the  country. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  the 
•ame  objections  had  been  made,  and  the 
•ame  precaution  proposed,  when  the  Corn 
Exportation  Bill  had  been  introduced  in 
Ireland.  But  he  had  then  suggested  (what 
he  thought  would  apply  equally  in  the 
present  instance),  that  the  best  course 
would  be  for  the  executive  government  to 
interfere  to  stop  the  exportation  of  corn,  in 
any  case  of  extreme  necessity,  and  after- 
wards to  come  to  parliament  for  indem- 
nity. Before  this  method  was  adopted, 
and  while  it  was  left  at  the  discretion  of  the 
privy  council  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  law^  a  prohibition  was  issued  every  two 
orthree  years.  As  to  what  the  last  speaker 
had  said  of  the  purity  of  his  motives  in  the 
side  of  the  question  which  he  espoused,  he 
thought  it  was,  to  say  the  least,  invidious. 
The  motives  of  every  gentleman  were  to  be 
supposed  to  be  public,  and  their  views 
equally  directed  to  the  general  good. 

Mr.  Dames  Giddy  was  for  restricting  the 
exportation  of  corn  within  certain  limits. 
In  a  time  of  impending  famine,  he  thought 
it  ought  not  to  be  allowed ;  and  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  proposed  to  fix 
a  price  above  which  it  ought  not  to  be  ex- 

Corted,  his  amendment  would  have  had 
is  support. 

General  Palter  spoke  in  favour  of  a 
further  protraction  of  the  measure;  as 
many  members  had  then  left  the  House, 
vnder  an  understanding  that  the  Bill  would 
not  be  discussed  that  evening.  He  should 
therefore  propose  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  be  postponed 
ill  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Aow  expressed  his  readiness,  be- 
tween that  day  and  Wednesday  or  Thurs- 
day, to  consider  a  proper  price  at  which 
i^xportalioQ  should  cease.  It  would,  he 
conceived,  be  a  most  lamentable  thing,  if 
ft  system  which  bad  been  acted  on  for  400 
years  were  put  aA  end  to  without  inquiry 
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—without,  he  would  say,  many  gentle* 
men  in  that  House,  who  'supported  the 
measure,  being  exactly  aware  of  what 
they  were  doing. 

Sir  H.  Pamell  was  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  atated  hii 
intention  of  moving  this  clauae  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  Bill.  It  was  moat  ex- 
traordinary, that  he  had  permitted  it  to  go 
through  the  committee,  without  making 
known  his  intention;  and  now,  on  the 
third  reading,  he  came  forward  with  bis 
opposition.  As  to  the  observation  of  the 
hon.  general  who  bad  moved  the  amend- 
ment, it  did  not  apply  to  the  Bill  then  be* 
fore  the  House,  which  had  been  frequently 
discussed— but  to  the  Bill  for  regulating 
the  importation  of  grain,  which  had  gone 
through  a  committee,  pro  format  >tnd  would 
be  debated  in  another  stage. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  that^  on  two  different  oc- 
casions, he  had  expressed  his  intention  of 
proposing  the  clause  alluded  to;  but  his 
right  hon.  friend  (the  CbanceiJor  of  the 
Exchequer)  had  advised  him  to  ^e(nr  lu 
He  had  done  so,  under  the  impreuion  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  was  favourable  to  tho 
clause ;  but  it  appeared  he  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  was  hostile  to  it. 

Mr.  LMshingidn  said,  that,  on  the  general 
question,  much  misapprehension  had  taken 
place.  He  was  sure  that  it  was  the  great 
wish  of  those  who  supported  the  meaBure* 
to  have  an  abundance  of  grain  in  the 
country,  at  the  cheapest  possible  prfcie. 
NoWy  unless  agriculture  were  protected* 
this  could  not  permanently  be  the  litoa- 
tion  of  our  markets.  If  they  were  per^ 
fectly  sure  that  the  country  would  alwayr 
enjoy  peace,  then  he  would  leare  gram 
open,  like  any  other  article.  But  what 
would  be  the  consequence  if  the  state  of 
agriculture  were  disturbed  by  admitting 
grain  into  our  markets  at  60s.  or  peiiiapa 
^5t.  which  would  occasion  great  quantidet 
of  arable  land  to  be  converted  into  paalnre 
«-what,  he  would  ask,  would  be  the  eflbct, 
if,  in  this  state  of  things,  war  broke  out  I 
We  should  be  deprived  of  every  ■mourcai 
Under  this  impression,  he  conceifed  doa 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  the 
farmer.  That  encouragement,  in  his  opi* 
nion,  was  amply  provided  for  in  the 
schedule  of  the  hon.  ffentleman  below  bim 
(Mr.  Huskisson),  and  he  should  be  happy 
to  see  it  adopted. 

General  Farter  witlidrew  his  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  Wtiierm  disapproved  of  a  proposi- 
tion  which  gave   to  the  executive  the 
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power  of  preTenting  imporution  when 
.they  thought  proper.  In  his  opinion,  the 
executive  ought  to  be  left  to  act  opon  their 
'own  responsibility  whenefer  the  occasion 
called  for  their  intervention.  They  could 
afterwards  apply  to  parliament  for  an  in* 
demnity. 

Mr.  Brand  said,  if  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman,  would  propose  a  positive  sum,  at 
which  exportation  should  cease,  instead  of 
giving  a  discretionary  power  to  the  exe* 
cutive  to  interfere  when    they   thought 

E roper,  he  would  vote  for  it.  If  the  right 
on.  gentleman  were  not  prepared  with 
such  a  clause  at  that  moment,  he  should 
be  sorry  that  those  who  supported  the 
Bill  should  not  agree  to  a  postponement  of 
the  motion,  till  he  had  considered  the  sub« 
ject.  It  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  the 
country  to  see  that  they  were  thus  pro- 
ceeding with  all  the  gravity  and  delibera- 
tion that  should  characterise  a  British 
senate. 

Mr.  Cannmg  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  Bill  as  it  stood.  If,  however,  it  were 
determined  to  introduce  a  clause,  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  grain  when  it 
arrived  at  a  certain  price,  the  only  proper 
way  in  which  that  purpose  could  be 
effected  wa.%  to  withdraw  the  existing 
Bill  altogether,  and  to introducea  new  one. 
When  it  arrived  in  the  committee,  this 
new  question,  as  to  the  price  at  which  ex- 
portation should  cease,  could  be  properly 
debated.  With  respect  to  the  specific 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
he  would  oppose  it  in  every  stage.  It  was 
much  better  to  leave  it  to  the  responsibility 
of  the  executive  to  act,  than,  by  such  a 
provision,  to  call  on  them  imperatively  to 
interfere. 

The  Speaker  wished  to  remind  the 
House,  that  the  question  before  them  was, 
merely,  whether  the  Bill  should  be  then 
read  the  third  time  ? 

Mr.  Cannmg  was  aware  of  this.— He  had 
no  objection  to  the  third  reading— but  he 
thought  it  right  to  state  his  opinion,  lest, 
after  what  had  passed,  he  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  favourable  to  the  clause. 

The  House  divided — For  the  third 
reading  107;  Against  27  ; — Majority  80. 
The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 
During  onr  absence  from  the  gallery, 
Mr.  Rose  proposed  his  clause,  as  a  rider 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Ponumby  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  all  along  stated  himself  to 
be  an  enemy  to  the  free  export  of  corn ; 
and,  howerer  he  might  attempt  tf  dis- 


guise his  intention,  it  appeared  evident 
that  the  object  of  his  clause  was  to  curb 
and  fetter  a  free  exportation.    The  clause 
was  not  introduced  to  prevent  scarcity^* 
but,  as  he  had  failed  in  shaking  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  Bill,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
able,  by  the  introduction  of  this  provision, 
to  destroy  its  effect.    The  right  non.  gen- 
tleman said,  if  they  went  into  a  committee, 
they  would,  perhaps,  change  their  opi- 
nions, from  the  information  that  would  be 
placed  before  them  ;    but  on  this  subject 
the  House  had  already  decided.    An  hon. 
gentleman    (Mr.    Bankes)    had    already 
moved  for  a  committee ;  and  the  raajoritjr 
against  the  proposition  was  so  great,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  must  entertain 
very  slender  hopes  of  succeeding  in  carry- 
ing such  a  motion.     He  objected  to  the 
clause,  first,  because  it  would  cloff  and  re- 
tard the  free  exportation  for  which  the 
Bill  provides;   and  next,  because  it  ex- 
posed those  who  exercised  the  powers  of 
the  government  to  perpetual  solicitations 
from  private  individuals  in  the  corn  trade. 
They  all  knew  how  easy  it  was  for  great 
capitalists  to  unite  on  a  subject  like  this, 
and  to  perplex,  and  even  intimidate,  a 
weak  administration.    If  a  particular  price 
were  fixed  at  which  exportation  should 
cease,  he  thought  it  would  be  evea  more 
mischievous  than  the  proposition  then  sub- 
mitted to  them;    for  no  man  could  say^ 
under  the  various  circumstances  in  which 
the  country  might  be  placed,  at  what  price 
the  export   of  corn  ought  to  terminate. 
The  only  remedy  for  the  evil  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  desirous  to 
core  was,  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  go- 
vernment.   The  ministers  of  the  crown 
should  act,  when   it  was  necessary,  on 
their  own  responsibility,  and   then  call 
upon    parliament    to    indemnify    them.* 
When  placed  in  that  situation,  they  would 
be  freed  from  that  importunity,  to  wbich» 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  clause  were 
agreed  to,  they  would  be  exposed ;  and, 
knowing  that  they  were  responsible  for 
their  conduct,  there  was  the  less  appre- 
hension that  they  would  use  their  power 
improperly. 

Alderman  Aikku  would  not  agree  to  a 
free  export,  with  a  prohibited  import,  of 
grain.  Gentlemen  might  tell  him  that  the 
latter  measure  was  not  before  the  House ; 
but  he  contended  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  divide  them.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
two  Bills  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand  toge- 
ther. With  respect  to  the  clause  then 
before  the  Hoase«  be  was  friendly  to  iu 
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•uch  a  price  that  it  could  not  be  profitably 
exported,  that  they  wanted  the  interven- 
tion of  government.  No;  the  wisdom, 
the  foresight,  the  judgment  of  the  exe- 
cutive ought  to  be  actively  employed, 
before  that  period  arrived. 

Sir  H.  Pamdl  said,  the  arguments  of 
those  who  opposed  the  Bill  went  to  prove, 
thai  this  country  could  not  compete  with 
the  foreign  markets  in  the  article  of  grain. 
If  this  were  the  case,  no  mischief  could 
ensue  from  it,  as  none  would  be  exported. 
But,  looking  to  Ireland,  it  was  of  very 
great  importance  ;  since,  from  that  coun- 
try, he  bad  no  doubt,  very  large  exports 
would  be  made,  to  the  infinite  benefit  of 
her  agriculture. 

Sir  C  Mcnck  thought  the  best  security 
against  excess  of  exportation,  would  be 
found  in  the  comparative  lowness  of  price 
in  the  foreign  market. 

Mr.  Rose  observed,  that  at  Amsterdam 
wheat  was  lOi.  a  quarter  dearer  than  in 
our  own  market;  and  that  if  they  would 
grant  him  a  committee,  be  would  produce 
a  hundred  similar  instances. 

Sir  C.  Monck  replied,  that,  admitting 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  be  correct,  it  did  not  invalidate  hii  ar- 
gument. It  would  cost  10  or  15«.  per 
quarter  freightage,  which,  with  some 
port  duties  and  insurance,  would  still 
render  British  corn  dearer  than  foreign 
in  the  foreign  market. 

Mr.  iMshington  stated,  that  in  France 
wheat  was  sold  for  585.  the  quarter ;  and 
at  Riga,  Coorland  wheat  at  47«. 

Mr.  Caimir^  observed,  that  though  he 
considered  the  clause  perfectly  unneces- 
sary, because  it  professed  to  bestow  a 
power  which  already  existed,  yet,  if  the 
adopting  it  without  any  amendment  wonld 
be  any  consolation  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, or  any  relief  to  the  alarm  that  had 
been  excited  out  of  doors,  be  should  bave 
no  objection  to  its  incorporation  with  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  said,  that  one  powerful 
reason  with  him  for  not  agreeing  with  the 
clause,  was  precisely  that  which  induced 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning) 
to  support  it,  because  it  was  perfectly  un- 
necessary. He  had  another  objection  also. 
The  clause  would  not  only  produce  no  good 
effect,  but  it  would  produce  a  very  bad 
effect.     It  would  create  fears  in  the  agri- 
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it  altogether.  It  was  the  bouodeo  dvtjr 
of  the  executive  government,  mud  it  waa 
always  in  its  power,  to  stop  the  exporta- 
tion of  corn  when  occasion  should  call 
fof  it,  Itiid  look  with  perfect  contidenco  to 
that  House  for  indemnity.  The  fern  «•• 
tertained  could  be  only  the  result  of  igno- 
rance, and  he  hoped  they  had  been  ez* 
cited  too  by  ignorance;  hot  he  waa  aare 
they  had  been  provoked  by^ery  improper 
means. 

Mr.  Western  and  Mr.  D.  Giddy  op- 
posed the  clause. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared,  but  do 
division  took  place;  the  clause 
jected  ond  the  Bill  was  passed. 

Im  qftke  Minoriiy  on  ike  Mrd  readmg* 

Northey,  W. 
Porter,  g^a.  G. 
ProtheroOyB. 
Rancliffe,  lord 
Rose,  G. 


Allan,  A. 
Babington,  T. 
Calvert,  C. 
Davis,  R.  H. 
Dowdeswell,  J.  E. 
Foulkes,  £. 
Harvey,  C. 
Lan^n,  W.  G. 
Leader,  W. 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Lockhart,  W.  £. 
Maitland,  £.  F. 
Msyoribanks,  J. 
MelUsh,  VV. 
Moore,  P. 


Scott,  Sam. 
Shaw,  sir  James 
Stephen,  J. 

Ward, 

White,  M. 
Wilberfoice.  W. 
.Wilkins,  W. 


Atkins,  J. 
Combe,  H.  C. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tueiday,  May  24. 

Petition  op  the  Roman  Catholici  ev 
Ireland.]  Mr.  Grattan  presented  a  peti* 
tion  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland; 
setting  forth,  "  that  the  petitioners  egaa 
approach  the  legiilatare  with  a  statement  of 
the  grievances  under  which  they  leboVf 
and  of  which  they  most  respectfelly,  bat 
at  the  same  time  most  firmly,  iolich  the 
efitsctual  redress  ;  their  wrongs  are  ao  no- 
torious  and  so  numerous  that  their  ninnle 
detail  is  quite  onneceisary,  and  wonld  tn* 
deed  be  impossible,  were  it  deemed 
dient ;  ages  of  persecution  on  the 
hand,  and  of  patience  on  the  other, 
ciently  attest  their  aofierings  and  their 
submission;  privations  have  been  an- 
swered only  b^  petition,  indignities  bj 
remonstrance,  mjuries  by  forgiveness :  n 
has  been  a  misfortune  to  have  sofiered  fer 
the  sake  of  their  relision ;  bat  it  baa  alan 
been  a  pride  to  have  borne  the  beat  leati* 
mony  to  the  purity  of  their  doctrine  by 


culturist,  while  the  object  of  this  measure  I  the  meekness  of  their  endurance;  wm 
was  to  give  him  confidence  ;  and  it  would,  that  the  petitioners  have  sustained  the 
an  far,  do  away  the  beneficial  tendency  of .  power  which  spamed  them,  thoj  bnfv 
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nerved  the  trro  which  finole  tbem,'  Ibey 
have  lavisb«d  their  ftrengtb,  iheir  teleoi, 
and  their  treasures,  and  buoyed  up  OD  the 
prodigal  effusion  of  their  young  biood  the 
triumphant  aric  of  British  liberty;  the  pe- 
titioners approach  then  with  confidence 
an  enlightened  legislature :  in  the  name 
of  nature  they  ask  their  rights  ts  meii ;  in 
the  name  of  the  conttitotion,  they  ask 
their  priyi leges  as  subjects ;  in  the  name 
of  God,  they  ask  the  sacred  protection  of 
unpersecuted  piety  as  Christians  :«re  secu- 
rities requirea  of  them  ?  they  offer  them, 
the  best  securities  a  throne  can  bave,  the 
affections  of  a  people;  ibey  off*er  ^ith 
that  was  never  violated,  hearts  «bai  were 
never  corrupted,  valour  that  never  crouch- 
ed ;  every  hour  of  peril  has  proved  tbeir 
allegiance,  and  every  field  of  Europe  ex- 
4iibits  iu  example ;  rod  tb«t  the  petitioners 
abjure  all  temporal  authority,  except  that 
of  our  sovereign ;  they  aevnowledge  no 
civil  pre-eminence,  saive  that  of  our  con- 
stitotioB ;  and  for  tbeir  lavish  and  volun- 
tary expenditure,  they  only  ask  a  reci- 
procity of  benefits ;  separating,  as  they 
do,  their  civil  rights  from  their  tptritual 
duties,  they  humbly  desire  that  they  may 
not  be  confounded;  they  render  unto 
Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  but 
they  must  also  render  onto  God  the  things 
that  are  God's;  their  church  could  not 
descend  to  claim  a  state  authority,  nor  do 
they  ask  for  it  a  state  aggrandisement ;  its 
hopes,  its  powers,  and  its  pretensions,  are 
of  another  world ;  and  when  the  petitioners 
raise  their  hands  mostiiombly  to  the  state, 
their  prayer  is  not  that  the  fetters  may  be 
transferred  to  the  bands  which  are  -raised 
for  them  to  heaven ;  they  would  not  erect 
a  splendid  shrine  even  to  liberty  on  the 
ruins  of  the  temple :  in  behalf  thien  of  five 
millions  of  a  brave  and  loyal  people,  the 
petitioners  call  upon  the  legislature  to 
annihilate  the  odious  bondage  which  bows 
down  the  mental,  physical,  and  moral 
energies  of  Ireland,  and  (in  the  name  of 
that  Gospel  which  breathes  charity  towards 
all)  they  seek  freedom  of  conscience  for 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  empire; 
may  it  therefore  please  the  House  to  abo- 
lish all  penal  and  disabling  laws,  which  in 
any  manner  infringe  religious  liberty,  or 
restrict  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  sacred 
rights  of  conscience,  within  these  realms." 
Mr.  Graitm  said,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  any  further  discussion 
•n  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics, under  the  present  circumstances,  io 
Ibis,  hebcggen  to  be  viMlentood  aiex- 
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pressing  bit  own  opinion,  which  he  foood 
coincided  with  that  of  many  other  mem* 
bers  of  the  House.  He  could  by  no  means 
say  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Catholics 
that  the  discussion  should  not  come  oa 
now.  Many  of  them,  be  believed,  wished 
that  the  discussion  should  now  come  on« 
But  under  the  present  circumstances,  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  it  would  t>e  desirable 
not  to  have  any  discussion  on  the  subject 
at  present ;  nor  to  have  any  ulterior  mea* 
sure  proposed.  In  the  mean  time,  be 
nM>ved,  that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  uble. 

Sir  Jo4ii  Cw  Hifpisky  moved  for  the 
pvodoction  and  printing  of  two  papers^ 
which,  he  lamented  to  observe,  were  the 
last  of  the  class,  properly  official,  that  he 
could  obtain  from  the  offices  of  govern* 
ment,  or  from  the  records  of  parliament. 
He  lamented  this  much,  as  be  had  onco 
flattered  himself  with  being  the  means  of 
producing,  through  the  report  of  a  select 
committee,  many  other  important  doco« 
roents;  the  House,  however,  had  unfor- 
tunately  shut  themselves  out  from  that  in- 
formation; and  however  he  might  him* 
self  regret  it,  it  was  not  for  him  to  cen- 
sure their  decision.  In  moving  for  these 
papers,  he  thought  it  his  do'y  to  correct  a 
mis-statement  connected  with  his  former 
motion,  which  had  found  place  in  several 
of  the  public  prints.  He  had  been  repre- 
sented as  having  asserted,  that  a  large 
sum  of  money  had  been  sent  to  Ireland 
from  Rome,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
Jesuits'  college.  He  had  in  fact  made  no 
such  assertion  ;  but  had  re-stated,  as  he 
had  before  stated  in  parliament  more  than 
twelve  months  since,  that  such  a  remit- 
tance had  been  made  from  hence  to  Ire- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  being  appropriated 
to  a  seminary  of  ecclesiastical  education. 
He  also  stated,  that  nearly  16»000/.  of  that 
sum  had  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of 
Castle- Browne  in  Ireland,  and  that  a  pro- 
fessed Jesuit  had  been  placed  at  the  bead 
of  the  institution.  In  stating  also  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  construction  of  an  oath, 
as  avowed  by  Mr.  Francis  Plowden  (not 
Browne,  as  also  erroneously  stated),  in  hia 
History  of  Ireland,  sir  J.  C.  Hippisley  had 
been  also  equally  misrepresented,  h\  Mr* 
Plowden's  construction,  oaths  were  to  be 
considered  as  obligatory-^  secundum  in- 
tentionem  jurantis,''  and  not  "  seLunduoa 
intentionem  imponentis.^  This  sir  J.  0. 
H.  was  represented  also«  in  niaoy  of  ibt 
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public  prints,  to  haTe  applied  generally, 
as  a  Catholic  principle ;  whereas  he  ex- 
pressly stated,  that  it  was  opposed  to  the 
recorded  opinions  of  the  soundest  Roman 
Catholic  theologians,  and  their  most  ac- 
credited jurists,  particularly  naming  St. 
Isidore  and  Justinian,  as  well  as  Dr.  Paley, 
and  other  writers  of  the  establishment. 
Sir  J.  C.  H.  then  moved,  "  That  the  re- 
port made  to  lord  Wm.  Bentinck  of  the 
state  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  India; 
and  also  the  report  of  the  proceedings  in 
council  relating  to  the  estates  of  the  Jesuits 
in  Canada,  be  printed." — Ordered. 

Petition  or  Mr.  Arthur  Morris, 
High  Bailiff  of  Westminster.]  Mr. 
Lockhart  stated  the  great  hard<ihip  and  in- 
jury which  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster 
had  sustained,  in  consequence  of  not  being 
able  to  recover  the  expences  of  erecting 
hustings,  at  Covent-garden,  for  the  two 
last  elections  for  Westminster.  As  the  re- 
turning officer  for  that  populous  city,  be 
was  compelled,  by  act  of  parliament,  to 
erect  a  hustings  and  provide  poll- clerks, 
under  a  penally  for  his  neglect ;  and  the 
Act  said,  he  should  recover  the  money  so 
expended  from  the  candidates.  Sir  F. 
Burdett  had,  however,  refused  to  pay  his 
quota ;  and  the  high  bailiff,  in  trying  to 
recover  it  by  law,  bad  been  nonsuited,  and 
put  to  the  expence  of  a  sum  not  much 
short  of  2,00()/.,  the  court  of  law  having 
determined,  that  sir  Francis  bad  shewn  he 
was  not  a  candidate.  He,  therefore, 
moved,  that  the  Pt'tition  of  the  high  bailifl' 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  who  should  re- 
port their  opinion  and  observations  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  C.  IV,  Wynn  saw  no  reason  why  the 
high  bailiff  should  be  re-imbursed  by  the 
public.  He  understood  that  he  had  given 
a  considerable  sum  for  his  place,  and  he 
believed  had  got  a  very  hard  bargain  ; 
but  he  could  not  see  why  the  public  should 
pay  for  the  misconstruction  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  in  bringing  an  action  against 
a  person  as  a  candidate,  who  really  was 
not  a  candidate.  But  though  he  could 
not  recover  against  him,  he  might  recover 
against  the  other  two,  who  were  candi- 
dates. ,  As  such,  be  should  object  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Baihurii  said,  the  misconstruction 
was  in  the  legislature  who  passed  the  Act, 
and  had  unfortunately  compelled  the  high 
bailiff,  under  a  penalty,  to  erect  hustings, 
&c.  and  to  look  to  the  candidates  for  reim« 
bursement.    Now  it  turned  out^  that  a 


C^m  Impormim  Bill. 


[108D, 


man  might  be  elected  without  being  a' 
candidate.  He  thought  the  Home  ought 
in  justice  and  fairness  to  agree  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WrotUsley  thought  it  would  be 
acting  on  a  wrong  prihciple,  and  wonld 
introduce  a  bad  precedent,  to  reimbofie 
the  high  bailifiTs  expences,  and  thenflm 
should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  H.  Thornton  was  of  opinion,  that  ai 
the  legislature  had  compelled  the  higk 
bailifif*  under  a  penalty  to  incur  certain  ex- 
pences, and  had,  from  a  defect  in  ill 
enactment,  prevented  him  from  recovering 
against  the  candidate,  as  it  profeieed  to 
do,  the  House  ought  to  agree  to  a  com- 
mittee. He  observed,  that  a  aimilar  cir« 
cumstance  had  taken  place  at  the  last 
Southwark  election ;  where,  on  accoont  of 
one  of  the  candidates  refusing  to.  pay  a 
part,  the  others  also  had  refiue-d  to  pay  the 
whole  expence, 

Mr.  Harvey  approved  of  a  committee; 
and  observed,  that  it  wai  not  neceaaary  the 
committee  should  give  an  opinion  on  the 
question  of  remuneration,  bat  oo  the  whole 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  Bankes  Contended,  that  the  case  of 
Southwark  was  very  different,  ai  the  ex- 
pence  ought  to  fall  on  those  who  were 
really  the  candidates.    He  waiagainttthe 
motion. 

Mr.  Lushinf^ton  thought  the  Home 
should  indemnify  the  returning  officer  for 
his  expences;  and  if  all  the  aheriA  of 
England  were  placed,  at  the  aameiidne,  in 
the  same  predicament,  tbey  wonld  have 
the  same  claim  for  being  indemnified. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  thought  that  if  the 
officer  acted  under  a  misconstruction  of 
the  Act,  he  ought  to  be  indemnified. 

Mr.  Lockkart  said,  it  was  a  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  returning  officer  to  preTent 
confusion  by  the  erection  of  hostinga*  and 
by  making  other  arrangements.  If  be  was 
not  indemnified  cither  by  the  Hooae  or  by 
the  candidates,  the  consequence  wpald  be, 
that  such  arrangements  would  be  neg* 
lected,  and  riot  and  confusion  would  be 
the  consequence. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  no* 
tion— For  it,  26;  Against  it,  17; — Ma* 
jority,  9. 

Corn  Importation  Bill.]  On  the 
.motion,  "  that  the  report  of  this  Bill  be 
brought  up,'' 

Mr.  H.  Laseelles  took  the  opportunity 
(without  entering  at  large  into  the  ques* 
tion)  lo  declare^  that  in  the  present  atato 
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of  thinga  be  could  not  aiseot  to  the  Bill. 
Before  he  could  agree  to  Huch  a  measure, 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  be  convinced 
that  there  had  been  a  state  of  things  ad- 
verse to  the  interests  of  the  landholders 
and  farmers  up  to  this  time.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  case  at  present,  he  found, 
by  referring  to  the  proper  documents,  that 
there  had  for  several  years  been  a  pro- 
gressive rise  in  the  price  of  corn.  The 
House  was  really  called  upon  to  legislate 
on  the  subject  without  knowing  what  the 
real  state  of  things  was.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  should  wish  the  House  to 
wait  and  see  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quences of  the  alteration  that  would  take 
place  from  the  removal  of  a  great  part  of 
the  burdens  under  which  the  tenant  now 
laboured,  before  'they  decided  on  so  im- 
portant a  question. 

Mr.  Grer^U  wished  the  decision  to  be 
postponed,  on  the  ground  that  the  House 
was  not  in  possession  of  information  on 
which  it  could  proceed  on  so  important  a 
question.  The  agitation  which  bad  been 
caused  in  the  public  mind  on  the  subject, 
was  another  strong  reason  why  they  should 
delay.  He  did  not  himself  think  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  raise  the  price  of 
corn ;  but  certainly  its  object  was  very 
much  misconceived.  Even  farmers  mis- 
understood it ;  for  within  the  last  24  hours 
he  heard  a  farmer  say,  that  the  Bill  would 
seriously  injure  the  agricultural  interests; 
because  it  would  fix  the  price  of  corn  al 
%ls.  per  quarter.  He  therefore  thought 
that  time  should  be  given  to  have  Viiose 
misunderstandings  cleared  up.  He  did 
not  approve  of  the  graduated  scale. 

Mr.  Ra$c  would  not  lose  any  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  his  sentiments  on  the 
precipitation  with  which  the  House  had 
acted.  The  measure  was  not  even  under- 
stood by  members  of  the  House.  They 
were  proceeding  without  any  inquiry. 
He  would  not  talk  of  the  report  of  last 
year.  It  was  such  a  one  as  ought  not  to 
be  proceeded  in,  even  in  the  matter  of  a 
decision  on  a  turnpike  road.  No  inconve- 
nience could  result  from  the  postponement 
of  the  decision ;  while,  by  deciding  now, 
the  country  would  be  exposed  to  an  unne- 
cessary trial.  If  a  proper  inquiry  was 
only  instituted,  he  was  convinced  that  no 
two  sensible  men  would  diflier  in  their 
opinion  of  the. subject;  because,  justly 
considered,  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial interests  were  identified, 

Mr.  Lushingion  regretted  that  the  House 
was  drawn  into  a  discussion  t^at  day,  con- 


trary  to  the  understanding  of  the  House  on 
the  former  night,  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had 
not  conceived  that  any  objection  would 
have  been  made  to  the  receiving  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  said,  that  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  feeling  had  been  excited  in  the 
manufacturing  districts  by  this  measure  ; 
the  consequences  of  which  applied  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  inthe  king- 
dom. The  safest  course  appeared  to  be 
delay,  which  might  remove  many  great 
errors  in  public  feeling.  He  admitted, 
that  it  was  the  interest  of  our  manufac- 
turers to  promote  the  agricultural  interests 
in  Ireland,  as  Ireland  was  their  best  cus- 
tomer. 

Sir  H.  Pame// maintained  that  there  had 
been  no  -precipitation,  as  the  subject  had 
been  before  parliament  a  whole  year.  Few 
matters  had  received  so  much  discussion. 
Even  now  a  fortnight's  delay  was  intended, 
that  the  question  might  be  more  com* 
pletely  understood.  This  measure  was 
not  framed  on  views  of  importation ;  but 
on  our  own  stock  of  grain,  and  the  means  of 
keeping  it  op.  Postponement  was  called 
for  by  those  who  did  not  really  understand 
the  subject  at  all.  The  reasons  stated  for 
doing  nothing,  were  the  very  reasons  why 
something  should  be  done.  The  artificial 
state  of  prices  for  several  years  past  ren- 
dered this  necessary.  Our  exclusion  from 
the  continent  had  given  a  prodigious 
stimulus  to  our  internal  agriculture.  How 
would  it  stand  with  our  manufactures,  if 
we  were  to  let  in  foreign  goods,  as  soma 
novi^  wished  to  let  in  foreign  grain  i 
Leave  the  law  as  it  at  present  stood,  for  six 
months  longer,  and  agriculture  might  be* 
come  quite  unprotected.  Would  the 
farmer  sow  as  much  corn  as  if  this  Bill 
were  passed  ?  Give  him  protection,  and  ho 
would  go  on,  growing  a  sufficient  sopply 
for  our  home  consumption ;  which,  if  the 
foreign  corn  were  let  in,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  expect. 

Mr.  Finhy  remarked,  that,  for  want  of 
proper  evidence,  they  could  not  under- 
stand the  effect  of  the  presentstate  of  things, 
nor  the  consequence  of  competition  with 
foreign  grain.  The  consumer  and  grower 
had  the  same  interest ;  and  certainly  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Ireland  deserved 
their  consideration  and  support;  but 
while  he  wished  the  prosperity  of  Ireland* 
he  could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  interests 
ot  the  people  of  this  country.  He  was  Bot 
for  preoipitating  a  measure,  of  the  rciolta 
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of  which  the  hon.  baronet  said  many  vrere 
•o  i^norant|  while  at  the  same  time  be  re- 
fused them  all  information.  Modified  as 
the  Bill  was,  it  was  rendered  little  mis- 
chievoas ;  but  yet  it  was  not  such  a  Bill 
as  he  could  wish  to  see  passed.  There 
was  no  evil  probable  from  importation  this 
year;  and  there  could  be  no  absolute 
necessity  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said«  he  had  come  to  the 
House  in  the  full  expectation  that  no  dis- 
cussion would  have  arisen  on  the  measure 
in  its  present  stage.     As  to  the  charge  of 
precipitation,  he  k>elieTed  there  never  was 
a  measure  which  had  come  before  that 
House  that  was  less  liable  to  it.     Nearly  a 
month  had  elapsed  since  the  Resolutions 
had  passed,  and  yet  they  had  not  got  into 
a  law.     It  was  certainly  not  his  intention 
to  hurry  the  measure :    he  merely  meant 
to  propose  to  the  House  to  receive  the 
report ;    and    that  the  Bill,  beins  then 
ordered  for  printing,  should  not  be  further 
contended  till  Monday,  the  Gth  of  June, 
which  would  afford  a  whole  fortnight  for 
its  consideration.     He  would  agree  that 
there  was    abroad   a  very   considerable 
alarm,  as  well  as  misrepresentation  of  the 
subject,  by  the  assertion  that  its  view  was 
to  raise  the  price  of  bread ;   but  it  would 
be  found  that  the  measure  had  nothing  in 
it  of  so  mischievous  a  nature.    Persons  out 
of  doors,  it  was  well  known,  would  always 
misrepresent  and  exaggerate  the  tendency 
of  measures  before  that  House ;  and  it  was 
as  true  as  unfortunate,  that  such  misrepre- 
sentations were  always  listened  to.    Yet  if 
this  subject  were  fjurly  looked  at,  it  would 
be  found  not  calculated  to  create  a  pres- 
sure upon  the  poor,  but  to  prevent  those 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  corn,  which 
had,  at  certain  intervals,  caused  so  much 
calamity,  and  which  will  periodically  re- 
tani,  if  not  frustrated  by  this  measure.    He 
would  add,  that  if  this  Bill  did  not  pass 
into  a  law  in  the  present  session,  the  alarm 
which   had  prevailed  among  those  who 
had  devoted  their  capital  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  would  be  felt  next  year  in  the  full 
extent  of  calamity.     However,  instead  of 
laying  any  thing  that  might  excite  debate, 
he  should  merely  move  that  the  report  ht 
DOW  received,  and  the  Bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  that  the  complaint 
was,  not  that  the  subject  had  not  been 
enough  debated,  but  that  it  had  not  been 
sufficiently  inquired  into.  In  the  report 
of  the  committee  there  was  no  information. 
Not  a  single  practical  corn-dealer  had 
^een  examined,  in  order  to  afi(>rd  such  in- 
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formatiofi  as  done  would  be  a^ tbfiwtofy 
to  persons  not  conversant  with  the  wath^ 
ject ;  all  that  the  report  contained  being 
some  statistical  knowledge  respecting  Ire- 
land.   The  proposition  of  an  hoo.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Bankcs)  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  anbject 
had  been  rejected,  and  the  House  was 
without  any  information  even  of  tbe  price 
at  which  foreign  com  could  be  iaiported. 
Tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Boae)  was 
the  only  person  who  had  stated  the  pries 
(Mr.  Rose  said  across  the  table  "  conjco- 
turally^') ;  but  that  statement,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  said^  was  merely  conjeo- 
tural,  and  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  very 
erroneous  (a  laugh) ;  as  he  had  not  taken 
into  consideration    tbe    exchange.     The 
right  hon.  baronet  (sir  Henry  PameH)» 
who  so  violently  upbraided  the  ignorance 
of  the  opposers  of  the  Bill,  was  inconat- 
tent  in  his  remarks ;  as  he  said  thai  the 
protection  of  parliament  was  necesanry  te 
the  farmers, while  he  asserted  tfaatitwooM 
not  influence  the  price  of  corn.      The 
House,  he  thought,  should  be  indolgent  to 
the  public  feeling;    and  thoegh  no  one 
should  consent  to  relinquish  a  measare 
which  he  thought  necessary,  yet  sui  in- 
quiry might  be  entered  into,  and  the  mea* 
sure  delayed  until  the  people  were  more 
reconciled  to  it. 

Sir  H.  Pamell,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
had  not  stated  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
grain  (well  knowing  that  much  had  been 
imported),  but  the  interruption  of  foreign 
importation,  to  be  the  stimulus  that  kept 
agriculture  in  a  progressive  state. 

The  Report  was  then  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  considera- 
tion on  Monday,  the  6th  of  Jane. 

Alderman  Atkins  wished  to  know  what 
proceeding  would  then  be  taken  on  it. 

The  leaker  said,  he  supposed  the  Re« 
port  would  be  re-committed ;  but  he 
wished  the  intended  proceeding  to  be  dit« 
tinctly  understood. 

Mr.  HuMkiston  had  no  objection  to  its 
being  recommitted,  if  any  clause  waa  in* 
tended  to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Homer  hoped,  that  whether  any 
alteration  were,  or  were  not  proposed,  the 
Report  would  be  recommitted,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  more  fully  discussed. 

Alderman  Atkins  expressed  his  intention 
of  proposing  a  clause  then,  unless  per- 
mitted in  the  subsequent  stage. 

Mr.  Jiathurst  paid,  it  was  the  usual 
course  to  permit  the  proposal  of  clauses  in 
such  cases. 
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Mr.  Lttshingion  said,  it  was  the  under- 
■tanding  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  that  the  Bill 
should  be  then  passed  pro  forma,  and  fully 
discussed  in  the  following  stage. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Wtdiusday,  May  25. 

Appbal— Scott  v,  M'Intosh.]  The 
Lord  Chancellor^  previous  to  his  moving 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  sbdrtly  ad- 
dressed their  lordships  upon  the  nature  of 
this  case.  It  appeared,  that  James  Scott 
and  others  were  the  conductors  of  an  in- 
surance for  the  militia  at  Dundee  in  the 
year  1808.  On  the  5th  of  January  in  the 
same  year,  there  was  a  proceeding  had 
upon  a  ballot  for  the  militia  for  the  county 
of  Inverness ;  and  M'Intosh  (a  poor  fox- 
hunter)  and  Macdonald  were  named  as 
persons  who  were  to  serve ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  latter  was  now  serv- 
ing himself,  and  the  former  by  substitute, 
in  the  militia.  It  was,  however,  stated  on 
the  part  of  the  respondents,  that  they  ap- 
plied to  the  appella\its  and  paid  the  price 
of  their  in&urance ;  in  consequence  of 
which  an  instrument  was  delivered  to 
them,  bearing  date  the  1 1th  January  that 
year.  Looking  to  the  instrument  it!>:e!f, 
the  nature  of  the  policy  was,  either  to  find 
a  substitute,  or  pay  the  penalty  to  which 
the  respondents  would  be  liable  if  they 
should,  from  the  date  thereof,  be  drawn  as 
men  to  serve  in  the  militia ;  and  therefore 
in  itself  could  not  bind  the  insurers  to  any 
occurrence  of  that  sort  prior  to  the  1 1th  of 
January,  But  it  had  been  stated,  though 
not  so  clearly  as  it  might  have  been,  that 
these  parties  did,  in  fact,  effect  their  in- 
surance on  the  2d  of  January,  and  received 
a  document  in  evidence  of  their  doing  so 
from  a  cleik;  but  which  they  delivered 
up  upon  receiving  the  more  formal  one  of 
the  1 1th  of  January.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  expressed  himself  as  feeling 
very  much  for  persons  situated  like  the 
respondents ;  and  regretted  that,  upon 
principles  of  law,  he. did  not  see  how  in 
this  case  they  could  with  propriety  be  re- 
lieved. Because,  though  a  proceed irig 
had  taken  place  on  the  2d  January,  for 
the  ballot  of  militiamen,  it  seemed  an 
illegal  one,  and  a  mode  that  was  not  sug- 
gested by  any  one  of  the  militia  statutes; 
and  certainly  the  insurers  were  not  liable 
to  pay,  if  the  respondents  were  not  bound 
to  serve.  Much  had  been  said  about  a 
If  umber  of  other  cases  which  woald  be 
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decided  by  the  determination  of  this— but 
it  was  not  for  him  to  look  to  oth^r  un- 
decided cases,  when  he  was  forming  his 
opinion  upon  the  present — though  he 
could  not  say  that  those  other  cases  would 
be  decided  by  this,  unless  they  were  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  their  circumstances. 
The  noble  and  learned*  lord  said,  that 
upon  the  motion,  "  that  the  judgment  of 
the  court  of  session  be  reversed,"  he  should 
give  his  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

The  EarT  of  Hardwickc  thought  that  in- 
surances for  the  militia  were  rendered 
illef^al. 

The  Lord  (^ncellor  remarked,  that  the 
law  against  illegal  insurances  did  not  apply 
to  the  period  of  this  transaction. 
'    Judgment  was  reversed  accordingly. 
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Wednaday,  May  25. 

Petition  of  the  Corn  Distillers  op 
England.]  Mr.  Brand  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  several  corn  distillers  of  England ; 
setting  forth,  "  that  the  importaii(4i  of  Irish 
spirits  into  Great  Britain,  or  of  Bnti>h 
spirits  into  Ireland,  has  been  fur  a  con- 
siderable time  past,  and  new  is,  suspended, 
in  consequence  of  doubts  having  arisen 
whether  the  regulations  under  which  the 
drawbacks  and  countervailing  duties  paid 
or  payable  on  spirits  the  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  imported  from 
either  country  into  the  other,  do  aot 
operate  as  a  bounty  on  such  exportation 
of  spirits,  contrary  to  the  sixth  article  of 
the  Act  of  Union,  until  proper  provisions 
could  be  made  for  regulating  the  inter- 
course between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
in  relation  to  spirits  the  manufacture  of 
either  country  ;  and  that  such  suspension 
will  cease  and  determine  on  the  first  day 
of  July  next;  and  praying,  that  the 
doubts  which  have  arisen,  and  the  regu- 
lations which  are  necessary,  may  be  forth* 
with  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
House,  or  that  the  suspension  of  inti'r<:our&e 
may  be  further  continued  until  the  inves- 
tigation hasr  taken  place,  and  suQlcieiit 
time  afforded  for  a  Bill  being  passed  for 
putting  the  trade  in  spirits  between  the 
two  countries  upon  a  just,  fair,  and  eqtial 
footing.** 

In  illustration  of  the  hardships  ccm- 
plainedof  by  the  petitioners,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman stated,  that  above  370,000/.  had 
been  paid  for  duties  on  spirits  in  thi^co^io- 
try,  which  wertnot  disposed  of. 

{«U) 
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Copy  Right  Bill.]  Mr.  Giddy,  al- 
luding to  the  Bill  relative  to  copy  rights 
of  books^  wished  to  state,  that  a  clause  in- 
troduced in  the  Bill,  which  tended  to  throw 
an  unmerited  reflection  on  certain  esta- 
blishments for  learningi  should  not  have 
his  assent.  It  had  been  reported,  no 
doubt  erroneously,  that  these  learned  bodies 
authorised  the  copies  of  books  which  were 
sent  to  them  gratis,  to  be  sold.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  suspicion  or  accusation 
was  unfounded ;  and  as  he  was  the  last 
man  in  the  world  who  would  countenance 
such  an  insinuation,  he  wished  it  to  be 
understood,  that  it  was  not  hi«  intention  to 
preserte  the  clause  in  question. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  27. 

Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.]     Mr. 
Gratian,  on  presenting  a  Catholic  Petition, 
spoke  as  follows : — Sir,  I  have  the  honour 
to  present  a  petition  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  city  and  county  of  Cork,  in 
favour  of  the  Catholic  claims;  and  I  beg 
now,  when  the  House  is  well  attended,  to 
repeat  that  which  I  said  on  a  former  day 
in  the  presence  of  a  few  members;  and  I 
tay  now,  that  I  shall  not  bring  on  any 
discussion  nor  any  ulterior  measure  on  the 
Catholic   Question    at  present,  and    my 
reasons  are  founded  on  present  circum- 
stances.    I  shall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of 
those  circumstances;    it  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  no  proposition  can  under  those 
circumstances  be  formed  with  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage,  or  with   any    other 
effect  than  to  throw  back  (he  question,  and 
to  throw  it  back  at  a  time  when  nothing 
but  precipitation  can  prevent  its  ultimate 
success.     I  have  the  greatest  expectation 
that  the  claims  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics  will   prevail— I  see  great   and 
substantial  difficulties  removed —I  will  pur- 
sue the  cause— I  will  pursue  it  with  ardour, 
and  in  the  way  which  appears  to  me  most 
practicable,  and  at  a  time  which  appears 
to  me  most  seasonable.     My  opinion  is, 
that  any  further  proposition  at  the  present 
time  would  be  an  injury  to  the  Catholics; 
and  I  have  formed  this  opinion  after  con* 
suiting  the  members  of  this  House,  with 
whom    I    usually    act    on    this    subject. 
Speaking  of  their  opinion,  I  must  advert 
to  a  mis-statement  in  the  public  papers, 
jn  which  I  am  made  to  allude  to  opinions 
supposed  40    be   cnteruined    by   noble 
persons  belonging  to  another  place.     I  did 
«ot  siata  thtir  opinion^  did  not  allade 
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to  it— I  stated  only  the  opinions  of  the 
members  of  this  House  with  whoai  I  actoa 
this  question—- they  are  now,  I  believe, 
present;  and  1  beg  to  say.  that  I  am 
backed  by  their  opinion  in  declining  to 
bring  on  iany  further  discussion  of  the 
Catholic  question  at  present— He  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  the  Petition. 

On  the  question  being  put,  ■ 

Sir  J.  C,  HippisUy  expressed  his  oon- 
currence  in  what  had  just  been  said«  d^ 
precating  precipitation.    No  final  detei^ 
mi  nation  could  be  satisfactory  on  so  im- 
portant a  question,  unless  preceded  by  the 
most  deliberate  investigation,  the  necessity 
of  which  was  still  more  increased  by  exist- 
ing circumstances.    It  was  not  his  inien* 
tion  to  enter  into  these    circnmataoces; 
but  he  thought  it  necessary  to  notice,  thai 
the  Catholic  Board  was  permanently  ait- 
ting  in  Dublin,  and,  in  fact,  was  become  a 
permanent  parliament,  leyying  tax^  on 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland.    He  reprobated 
their  conduct  in  appealing  to  the  Cortes 
of  Spain,  as  a  most  pernicious  step.     From 
whom  did  they  appeal  ?    From  the  welJ-^ 
known  justice  and  liberality  of  this  coun- 
try ;  holding  it  up,  by  that  means*  in  a 
character  which  it  did  not  deserre*     He 
wished  the  measure  to  be  adopted  which 
he  had  before  recommended,  and  that  as 
complete  a  collection  of   the  necessary 
papers  should  be  made  as  possible.     Any 
proceeding,  he  contended,  must  lie  over 
till  next  year.     He  had  not  heard  whether 
the  right  hon.   gentlemen  opposite    in- 
tended   to    interfere    with    the    Catholic 
Board ;  but  it  was  certainly  their  duty  im- 
mediately to  suppress  it.    After  the  holi* 
days,  he  should  move  for  further  papers 
that  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  he  had  already  moved  for. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Corn  Laws.]  Colonel  Carew  presented 
a  petition  from  the  farmers  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Wexford,  in  favour  of  tho 
projected  alteration  in  the  Corn  Laws. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood,  in  support  of  this 
petition,  said,  that'  a  great  part  of  the 
agitation  out  of  doors  had  been  excited  by 
the  speeches  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
whom  he  had  in  his  eye  (Mr.  Rosel ; 
which  he  would  find,  however  moch  he 
intended  it,  were  not  likely  to  add  to  his 
popularity — (a  laugh.)  He  had  consalted« 
he  said,  others  more  knowing  than  himself 
on  the  subject ;  and  he  found,  that  thoso 
gentlemen  who  opposed  the  messnre  did 
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not  really  underitand  it.  He  complained 
of  an  impudent  paragraph  in  some  of  the 
papers,  aenying  that  Ireland  was  entitled 
to  a  preference;  but  the  interests  of  Ire- 
land, he  coqtended»  Were  closely  con- 
nected with  this  country.  Ireland  had 
produced  our  first  generals  and  soldiersi 
and  had  contributed,  in  a  Tery  large  pro- 
portion, to  the  defence  and  glory  of  this 
country.  Was  that  country,  then,  not  to 
be  encouraged,  in  preference  to  foreigners, 
particularly  as  the  two  countries  now 
formed  one  united  empire,  and  were  one 
in  strength  and  in  interests  ?  The  object  of 
this,  and  of  oTery  other  country,  ought  to 
be,  to  be  independent  of  foreifsners  in  the 
great  articles  of  subsistence.  We  ought  to 
promote  our  own  agriculture  and  industry ; 
and  such,  he  contended,  was  the  object  of 
the  measure.  In  proportion  as  they  en* 
couraged  the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  they 
would  diminish  the  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  John  Smith  presented  a  petition 
from  the  town  of  Nottingham,  signed  by 
10,000  persons,  against  the  proposed  al- 
teration of  the  corn  laws ;  which  was  also 
ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  to  the 
same  effect  from  the  town  of  Coventry ; 
setting  forth  the  sacrifices  and  sufferings 
of  the  manufacturing  part  of  the  commu- 
nity for  several  years  past ;  to  which  they 
patiently  submitted,  in  the  hope  that  the 
return  of  peace  would  remove  all  their 
difiiculties.  He  said,  that  the  petition  was 
signed  by  9,000  of  ihe  inhabitants,  con- 
vened at  a  public  meeting,  to  consider  the 
Bills  on  this  subject  before  parliament 
He  begged  to  assure  the  House,  and  par- 
ticularly those  gentleAien  who  had  lately 
schooled  an  hon.  member  for  holding 
communication  with  his  constituents  on 
this  subject,  that  this  petition  from  Coven- 
try did  not  proceed  from  any  previous 
suggestions  of  his ;  but  was'the  direct  and 
natural  emanation  of  their  own  just  feel- 
ings, to  which  he  unreservedly  subscribed, 
lest  the  price  of  bread,  the  first  necessary 
of  life,  should  be  increased;  and  of  this, 
i)is  opinions  had  been  testified  to  the 
House,  by  the  uniform  opposition  which 
he  had  given  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Moore 
entreated  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  very  reasonable,  respectful,  and  dis- 
passionate petition,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which,  however  vitally  impor- 
lant  to  Ihe  wants  and  relief  of  the  people. 


only  prayed  the  temporary  postponement 
of  legislative  interference,  until  another 
session,  in  order  to  give  a  breathing  time, 
as  it  werCft  for  the  benign  influence  of 
peace  on  the  markets ;  and,  he  said,  this 
prayer  wpuld  be  found  the  more  reason- 
able, when  the  House  adverted  to  the  long 
and  manifold  sacrifices  which  the  people 
had  made  for  upwards  of  20  years,  on  the 
fiiir  hope  and  reasonable  expectation, 
which  the  House  itself  had  uniformly  and 
constantly  held  out  to  the  people*  that  the 
approach  of  peace  would  relieve  them 
from  taxes,  and  ameliorate  their  condition 
in  every  other  respec^  Mr.  Moore  said, 
if  the  House  now  proceeded  to  the  adop- 
tion of  these  measures,  which  had  pro- 
duced such  universal  alarm  througnout 
the  country,  he  feared  the  people  would 
feel  at  once  disappointed  of  all  their 
fair  expectation  of  relief  to  themselvei 
and  their  families,  and  resign  them- 
selves to  despair.  Their  burthens,  he 
said,  had  been  very  great ;  but  their  resig- 
nation and  cheerfulness,  which  the  world 
had  witnessed,  had  been  most  exemplary, 
believing  all  these  burthens  to  be  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  the  honour,  the 
security,  and  the  defence  of  the  empire  ; 
— but  now,  only  one  short  month,  under 
the  benign  influence  of  restored  peace, 
bad  elapsed  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  first 
necessary  of  life,  and  a  proceeding  was 
instituted  again  to  raise  the  price  to  the 
war-rate!  Whether  this  was  correctly  so 
or  not,  the  people  believed  it :  and  iheir 
apprehensions  could  not  fail  so  tp  influ- 
ence his  feelings,  as  pointedly  todeprecate 
all  further  interference.— No  class  of  his 
Majesty's  subjecu,  Mr.  Moore  said,  had 
undergone  greater  privations  and  made 
greater  sacrifices  during  the  war,  than  his 
constituents,  believing  them  to  be  necessary 
and  unavoidable— but,  the  season  of  pro- 
mised relief  being  arrived,  be  trusted  the 
House  would  realise  the  full  measure  of  all 
their  assurances  to  the  people,  by  that  solid 
and  substantial  diminution  of  their  pecu- 
niary burthens,  for  which  the  public  faith 
and  honour  had  been  so  long,  so  solemnly, 
and  so  unequivocally  pledged. 

The  Petition  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Botterworth,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Impressment  op  Seamen.]  I»rd  A. 
HamiUoH  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
ship- owners  of  the  poru  of  the  Clyde, 
praying,  that  the  mates  of  ships  of  50 
tons  and  upwards  may  not  be  snbjcct  to 
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impressment.  His  lordship  wished  to 
know  Trom  dome  of  the  gentlemen  belong- 
ing to  the  Admiralty,  whether  the  orders 
of  the  Admiralty  for  impret^ment  were 
generalfy  given ;  as  he  understood  there 
were  complaints  of  much  partiality  being 
exercisi'd  with  respect  to  dilFerent  places. 
Mr.  Bennei  wished  to  know  whether  the 
impress  service  was  still  continued  on  the 
Thames. 

Mr.  Finlay,  in  seconding  the  petition, 
said,  the  subject  was  deeply  interesting  to 
those  parts  of  the  country  from  which  the 
petition  had  proceeded  ;  and^he  hoped 
some  measures  would  be  taken  to  prevent 
any  further  proceedings. 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  said,  as  no  answer  had 
been  given  to  hi^  enquiry,  he  should  move, 
af«er  the  recess,  for  a  copy  of  the  orders  of 
the  Admiralty.  Should  this  proceeding 
be  di8agreea()le,  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
would  have  themselves  to  blame  for  it. 
He  understood  that  great  partiality  was 
exercised  as  to  some  ports. 

Mr.  fP.  Dundas  said,  he  was  certainly 
jnstified  in  remaining  quiet  on  the  subject 
till  he  had  ascertained  these  circumstances, 
rather  than  in  giving  any  supposition  of 
his  own  on  so  delicate  a  question.  He 
should  certainly  enquire. 

Mr.  Fmluy  contended,  that  it  would  be 
a  great  object  to  have  the  practice  con- 
verted into  some  specific  law  which  would 
bear  equally  on  all,  and  which  all  might 
know.  The  object  of  the  petition  was,  to 
prevent  the  masters  of  vessels  of  50  tons 
being  exposed  to  be  taken  by  captains  of 
his  Majesty's  ships,  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  practice. 

Mr.  IV,  Dundas  said,  they  were  only 
protected  while  on  board  ;  and  might, 
according  to  the  practice,  be  taken  when 
on  shore. 

Mr.  liennet  repeated  his  question  re- 
specting the  impress  service  on  the 
Thames. 

Mr.  Bftrham  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  MO  answer  had  been  given  to  this 
<]uestion.  If  this  practice  were  persisted 
in,  there  would  l)e  an  end  to  all  the  func- 
tions of  the  Commons.  They  must,  he 
contended,  have  an  answer ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  gentlemen,  by  consulting 
together,  would  be  able  to  give  the  in- 
formation required. 

IMr.  Horner  thouf^ht  that  the  treatment 
which  had  just  been  received  from  the 
right  hon.  gentlf^mt-n  opposite,  was  not 
such  as  the  Hou»e  vias  accustomed  to. 
When  questions  had  been  twice  put  by 
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two  hon.  members,  and  two  person*  in 
office,  who  should  be  able  to  mnawer  them, 
were  in  the  House,  it  was  not  usuml  for 
questions  so  put  to  be  so  rece'iTed.  It  wai 
contrary,  at  least,  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
House,  as  far  as  he  was  acquahited  with  it 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  insisted,  that  it  was 
entirely  new,  in  the  practice  of  the  Hooae, 
to  ask  questions  not  relatiTe  to  th^  sub- 
ject of  debate.  The  question  of  the  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Bennet)  had  no  relation  to 
the  Petition  of  the  noble  lord.  He  (Mr. 
Dundas)  was  not  to  be  frightened  by 
menace  or  big  words  into  giving  an  ansifer; 
this  was  a  new  parliamentary  course. 

^Ir.  C  W,  Wynn  called  to  order  ;  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing,  what  appeared 
to  him,  angry  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  would  repeat,  thai  he 
thought  this  way  of  putting  questions,  a 
new  parliamentary  mo<le  of  proceeding. 
He  wouldj  however,  answer,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bennet)  was  perfectly 
misinformed. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wyrm  said,  that  nothing  was , 
more  parliamentary,  and    notbiog   more 
convenient,  than  this  way  of  puttin|{  ques- 
tions ;    as  it  often  prevented  unnecassary 
discussions. 

Army  Extraordisabies.]   The  Home' 
went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Arbutluiot  moved  that  the  sdm  of 
3,350,132/.  45.  \0d,  be  granted  fordefray- 
ing  the  ordinary  expences  of  the  army. 

Mr.  bennet,  in  a  voice  scarcely  aodihiQ. 
in  the  gallery,  made  inquiries  as  to  tha 
meaning  of  some  of  the  items  in  the  esii-. 
mates  of  the  year.     He  asked,  what  was 
the  reason  of  the  grant  proposed  to  lord 
Burghersh  of  1,000/.?    There   were   ao 
hundred  persons  who  would  have  been  ^lail 
of  the  mission  to  the  Austrian  army  with- 
out putting  the  country  to  any  ezpence. 
The  father  of  lord  Burghersh  had  been 
employed  in  several  lucrative  offices;   aud 
there  could  be  no  reason  for  giving  the. 
noble  loid  an  axtraordinary  remunerjiiioD. . 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  said,  that  lord . Burghersh 
had  been  pitched  on  as  a  proper  person 
for  the  mission  in  which  be  was  employed, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that 
he  had  executed  it.  A  thousand  pounda 
had  been  advanced  by  the  government  fojp 
his  extraordinary  expences,  for  which  h|| 
would  afterwards  account.  It  was  the 
usual  practice  in  such  cases ;  and  the  cir- 
cumstdoces  of  the  person  himself,  or  the 
situation  of  his  father,  they  had  certainly 
no  right  to  take  into  consideration. 
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Mr,  Bamet  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  payment  of  the  extraordinary  expencei 
of  officers  employed  in  these  missioni  bad 
been  customary  on  former  occasions? 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  that  lord  Burghersh 
had  been  subjected  to  ezpences,  doripg 
the  latter  part  of  his  mission,  not  to  be 
paralleled  on  any  former  occasion ;  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  horses  for 
the  conveyance  of  his  baggage ;  the 
allied  army  being  then  in  a  hostile  country. 

Mr.  Goulbum  stated,  to  satisfy  the  hon. 
gentleman  as  tp  the  practice  of  gorem- 
ment  towards  officers  employed  on  special 
missions,  that  it  was  the  constant  role  to 
indemnify  those  gentlemen  for  their  ex- 
traordinary expences;  and  foe  the  par- 
pose  of  defraying  these  charges,  a  sum  of 
money  was  usually  adfanced.  Of  this 
there  was  an  example  in  the  case  of  general 
Hope*  in  the  sao;^  estimates ;  who,  having 
beeti  sent  on  a  special  message  to  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Sweden,  received  1,000/. 
of  which  he  was  to  account  for  that  part 
which  might  not  have  been  expended  by 
him.  The  same  was  done  with  respect  to 
all  officers  of  similar  rank  employed  in 
similar  missions. 

Mr.  Huskiuon  wished  to  know  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  army  extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  current  year?  As  he 
understood  it,  6ve  millions  had  be^n  al- 
ready taken  on  account. 

Mr.  Arbuthmot  said,  that  what  the  amount 
of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  year  would 
be,  it  was  not  possible  to  say.  It  was  not 
five  millions  which  had  been  already 
taken  on  account,  but  three  millions,^ 
to  which  the  sum  then  demanded  was  to 
be  added  ;  which  would  make  the  whole 
taken  on  account  0,2^O»0O0A 

Mr.  Ttern^  wished  for  8(»me  explanation 
as  to  the  mode  of  voting  the  sum  required. 

Mr.  Long,  in  answer,  stated,  that  it  was 
not  for  the  services  of  the  current  year,  as 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Huskiston)  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney) 
seemed  to  conceive,  that  the  present  Toie 
was  proposed  ;  but  for  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  the  last  year.  The  nominal 
amount  of  the  extraordinaries  for  the  last 
vear  was  22  millions ;  but  of  this  2|  mil- 
lions were  to  be  deducted,  which  hail  been 
applied  to  the  regular  services  of  the  army. 
This  arose  from  the  oiroum^tance,  that  all 
bills  drawn  by  the  commi«Aary  general 
were  ranked  under  the  bead  of  army  ex- 
traordinaries.  , 

Sir  Johm  Ntw^ri  wished  to  know  the 
purpojie  of  the  gr^nt^  fof  aoni  f»kl  by 


general  Sontag^  and  on  account  of  ait 
1.  Brock. 

Mr.  QbuUmm  itatedi  that  when,  during 
the  reTolutionary  war,  Holland  waa 
occupied  by  the  French  troops^  several 
J)utcb  officers  had  taken  refuge  in  £ng^ 
land  ;  to  whom  an  allowance  was  madi 
through  general  Sontag.  When  Holland 
became  free,  it  was  signified  to  these  offi« 
cers  that  the  pension  would  be  di«con« 
tinned;  but,  as  many  of  the  pensioner! 
were  without  the  means  of  returning  to 
their  own  country,  it  was  resolved  to  ad« 
yance  one  year's  pension  to  them  for  thai 
purpose  ;  which  was  the  item  alluded  to. 
As  to  sir  Isaac  Brock,  when  that  gallanl 
officer  died,  he  had  not  been  invested  with 
the  order  of  the  Bath  which  had  beeo 
gran^.ed  to  him.  Hit  relatives,  however, 
being  desirous  that  all  possible  honoun 
should  be  paid  to  him,  wished  that  the 
arms  of  the  Bath  should  be  placed  on  tb# 
tomb  voted  by  parliament.  The  item 
alluded  to  was  the  amount  of.  flees  paid  lo 
the  officers  of  the  order. 

Sir  J.  Newport  wished  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  government  to  the  Irish  adjn« 
tants  of  militia,  who  (he  knew  not  why) 
were  not  placed  on  an  equality,  in  point 
of  pay,  with  the  same  officers  in  the  Eng- 
lish militia.  He  hoped  that,  in  the  balT^ 
pay  arrangement,  the  case  of  this  claia  of 
ofiicers  would  be  considered. 

Mr.  Feci  said,  the  disparity  of  the  pay 
of  these  officers  had  net  been  overlooked  ) 
and  that  there  existed  a  disposition  in  thii 
goTernment  to  put  theoa  on  a  footing  of 

equality. 

The  vote  was  then  carried. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lushingtcn,  the 
sums  of  five  millions  and  one  million  were 
then  voted  to  provide  for  Exchequer  Bills 
outstanding  and  unprovided  for. 

GaANTs  TO  Leaos  Ltjixoo6ii,  Hfi.t» 
AND  BBaasposD  ]  The  report  of  the  conu 
mittee  on  the  Mes<»age  of  the  Prince  Re* 
gent,  relative  to  the  grant  to  lord  Lyne- 
dock,  waa  received  and  agreed  to,  and 
leave  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordinglyi 
The  report  on  the  Message  respecting  lord 
Hill  was  brotrght  up.  On  the  questioa 
that  she  resolution  of  the  committee  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wyn»  said,  he  was  sorry  tm 
have  to  make  any  obseivations  reapecting 
the  proposed  grants  in  the  thin  state  in 
which  the  House  then  was.  He  waa  happy 
to  have  prevailed  with  hiaMajesty'l  minis- 
tera  to  ooosaui  to  tender  the  umniiy  per* 
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petual ;  but  he  thought  that  it  was,  in  the 
case  of  lord  Hill,  still  inadequate  to  the 
aopport  of  the  dignity  to  which  it  was 
attached.  In  the  case  of  lord  Lynedock, 
there  was  a  paternal  estate  of  some  amount, 
which  went  to  the  support  of  the  dignity. 
Lord  Hill  had  no  advantage  of  this  kind, 
and  l>eingone  of  13  children,  of  whom  five 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  ser- 
Tice  of  their  country,  and  one  of  whom 
had  lately  died  leaving  seven  children, 
could  expect  no  addition  to  his  fortune 
from  his  family  estate.  The  pensions 
granted  to  meritorious  officers  were  much 
reduced  since  the  union  with  Ireland. 
Before  that  time,  when  officers  were  made 
peers,  it  was  customary  to  vote  them 
2,000/.  a  year  from  the  English  Exchequer, 
and  half  as  much  from  the  Irish.  This 
was  the  case  in  the  instance  of  admiral 
Rodney,  who  was  at  the  time  supposed  to 
he  opulent.  Lord  Hill  had  served  the 
country  from  his  earliest  youth — in  Toulon, 
in  Eg3*pt,  and  in  Spain ;  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Ba- 
thurst) -would  consent  to  a  postponement, 
as  he  should  not  propose  any  alterations  in 
the  grant  in  the  thin  state  in  which  the 
House  then  was. 

Mr.  Balhursi  lamented  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn) 
were  not  heard  by  more  members.  He 
thought  the  apportionment  of  pensions  to 
officers,  on  account  of  their  private  cir- 
cumstances, a  matter  of  great  delicacy. 
The  House,  however,  should  be  informed, 
for  its  satisfaction,  that  the  amount  of  the 
grant  proposed  to  lord  Hill  had  been  fixed 
with  the  consent  of  his  family,  although 
their  moderation  should  notprescribe  limits 
to  the  liberality  of  the  House. 

Sir  John  Nicholi  said,  the  peerage  was 
the  reward  for  the  service,  and  the  annuity 
the  means  of  supporting  it.  Two  thousand 
a  year  seemed  utterly  insufficient.  Under 
the  peculiar  circumstances,  the  matter  was 
worthy  of  farther  consideration. 

Mr.  C  W.  IVynn  was  sure  there  was  no 
expence  this  country  would  bear  with  so 
much  pleasure,  as  the  providing  for  those 
who  had  procured  by  their  skill  and  valour 
such  great  public  benefits.  He  instanced 
the  cases  *of  lords  Rodney,  St.  Vincent, 
and  Duncan,  who  had  grants  both  on  the 
English  and  Irish  establishments. 

Mr.  Bahington  spoke  in  favour  of  an  in- 
crease ;  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  not 
be  too  much  if  extended  to  5,000/. 

Sir  Jame9  Mackintosh  also  spoke  in  favour 
•f  an  enlarged  grant.    He  was  of  opinion, 
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that  grants  given  in  reward  for  merir,  and 
in  support  of  dignity,  should  be  sofficient 
to  enable  the  receivers  to  occopy  aa  dii> 
tinguished  a  rank  in  society,  as  ihoae  beU 
who  inherited  fortunes  from  their  an- 
cestors. 

Mr.  Wynn  then  begged  Mr.Bmtharstto 
consent  to  a  postponement;  which  the 
latter  objected  to,  as  he  bad  no  iaothoritj 
to  give  such  consent,  and  as  mn  addition  to 
the  grant  would  be  possible  in  mnother 
stage  of  the  Bill. 

The  Speaker  gave  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  disorderly  to  introduce  any  in- 
crease of  the  grant  in  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  without  a  new  Message,  Committee, 
and  Report. 

Mr.  Bathurst  then  consented  to  a  post- 
ponement. The  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port, as  also  the  Report  on  the  Message 
respecting  lord  Beresford,  was  fixed  for 
Wednesday ;  to  which  day  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  L0RD8. 

Wednesday f  June  1 . 

New  Peers.]  This  day  lords  Com- 
bermere.  Hill,  and  Beresford,  took  the 
oaths  and  their  seats. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  June  I. 

Irish  Spirits.]  Sir  G.  Clarke  pre* 
tented  a  petition  from  certain  distillers  lo 
Scotland,  praying  for  the  continuance  of 
the  suspension  of  the  intercourse  of  spirits 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Petition  having  been  read. 

Sir  (r.  Gierke  moved,  that  it  l>e  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  intercourse  of  spirits  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  was,  to  establish  a  permaneot 
infringement  of  the  Act  of  Union»  hy 
which  the  importation  of  Irish  spirits  iolo 
England  was  stipulated  for.  It  would  ha 
a  more  manly  course,  if  the  people  of  any 
part  of  Great  Britain  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  Act  of  Union,  to  instruct  their  repre- 
sentatives to  move  for  its  repeal  altogether, 
than  to  petition  for  the  evasion  of  those 
parts  only  which  were  beneficial  to  Ire* 
land.  The  petition  wished  for  an  esta* 
blishment  in  Ireland  of  the  regulations  on 
distilleries  in  Great  Britain.  On  what 
ground  was  such  an  application  justified  ? 
Might  not  the  manafactaranef  any  article 
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in  Ireland  be  as  much  justified  in  coming 
forward  to  demand  an  assimilation  to  their 
own  practice,  of  the  same  branch  of  tride 
which  was  carried  on  more  beneficially  in 
England,  it  was  true,  that  under  the  Act 
of  Union  the  Irish  spirits  could  come  into 
the  English  markets  at  a  price  inferior  to 
the  spirits  manufactured  in  Great  Britain ; 
l>ut  it  was  an  advantage  guaranteed  to 
them  by  the  Act  of  Union ;  all  suspensipns 
of  which  he  always  had  opposed,  and  ever 
should  oppose. 

Mr.  W,  Dundas  supported  the  prayer  of 
the  petition. 

Mr.  tV.  Fitzgerald  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport);  and  ob- 
served, that  the  measure  of  1809,  which 
the  petition  supported  by  its  prayer,  had 
been  acknowledged  to  be  a  violatioo  of 
the  Act  of  Union.  The  only  reason  why 
the  non- intercourse  had  been  continuedy 
was,  that  by  a  full  inquiry  into  the  subject 
all  future  difficulties  might  be  obviated, 
and  not  from  the  conviction  that  it  was 
beneficial  as  a  permanent  measure.  The 
petition  could  not  be  supported  on  the 
strength  of  the  Act  of  Union,  when  its  first 
prayer  was  fur  a  continuance  of  the  viola- 
tion of  that  contract. 

Mr.  Western  supported  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ;  and  said,  that  the  question  was 
whether  Irish  spirits  should  come  into  this 
country  at  half  the  duty  paid  by  those 
manufactured  in  this  island? 

Mr.  R.  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  opposed  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

Sir  G.  Gierke  said,  that  in  1786  a  mea- 
sure had  been  adopted,  with  respect  to  the 
intercourse  of  spirits  between  England  and 
Scotland,  precisely  similar  to  that,  for  the 
adoption  of  which,  with  respect  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  petition  he  had 
presented  prayed.  By  that  measure,  the 
spirits  of  one  country  were  not  allowed  to 
be  imported  into  the  other,  unless  they 
were  manufactured  in  distilleries  subject 
to  particular  regulations.  This  measure 
had  not  been  thought  hostile  to  the  Act  of 
Union  with  Scotland,  which,  as  to  freedom 
of  trade,  was  the  same  as  that  with  Ireland. 
The  object  of  the  petition  was,  to  obtain  a 
continuance  of  the  suspension,  with  a  view 
to  a  full  enquiry  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  the  matter  of  ioo 
much  importance  to  be  cursorily  passed 
over;  and  he  must  protest  against  the 
doctrine  he  had  heard,  that  there  was  the 
slightest  dejiire  to  interfere  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Union :  such  a  false  repre- 
•eatation   should  not  be  suffered  to    go 


abroad;  at  the  same  time,  be,  for  ooe„ 
would  be  unwilling  that  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country  should  be  ruined,  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  other  side  of  the  water. 

Mr.  Shaw  hoped  gentlemen  would  not 
allow  their  minqs  to  be  misled  by  the  idea 
that  the  Irish  manufacturers  were  enabled 
to  export  their  spirits  at  half  the  nsuai 
duty.  But  when  the  Irish  spirits  were 
imported,  the  English  distiller  was  by  no 
means  ruined.  He  considered  the  ques- 
tion to  be  one  in  which  the  empire  at 
large  was  interested  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
it  would  be  so  fairly  considered,  that  each 
pftrt  of  the  empire  might  derive  proper  ad- 
vantage from  the  measures  that  would  be 
introduced. 

The  question  for  the  petition  to  lie  on 
the  table  was  carried. 

General  Gaacoyne  presented  a  counter* 
petition  from  the  distillers  of  Liverpool  ; 
observing,  that  as  the  subject  had  just  , 
been  exhausted,  he  should  offer  no  remarks- 
on  it.— This  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Impressment  of  Seamen.]  Mr.  W. 
Dundas,  seeing  a  noble  lord  in  his  place 
who  had  asked  some  questions  on  a  former 
evening  respecting  impressments,  woold 
take  the  opportunity  of  sayiog,  with  re* 
gard  to  the  first  question,  that  do  distinc- 
tion was  made  in  the  orders  of  the  Admi- 
ralty as  to  the  impress  at  different  ports. 
As  to  the  mates  of  ships,  they  were  pro- 
tected, by  the  order  of  the  Admiralty,  as 
long  as  they  were  doing  their  duty  aboard 
their  own  ships,  and  they  might  also  pro- 
cure tickets  of  leave  from  the  officer  of  the 
port  to  go  on  shore.  On  another  question 
which  he  had  put  to  him,  parliament  alooe 
could  determine.  He  denied  that  he  bad 
been  actuated  by  any  spirit  of  disrespect 
to  the  House,  or  its  members ;  but  he  had  - 
been  warmly  assailed,  and  bad  warmly 
replied.  As  to  the  impress  on  the  Thames, 
it  was  true  that  it  continued  still;  and  it 
was  necessary  so  long  as  hostilities  con- 
tinued with  America ;  bat  it  was  so  re- 
duced, that  whereas  it  formerly  used  to 
produce  fromi  70  to  100  men  per  month,, 
in  the  last  month  only  five  men  were 
pressed,  three  of  whom  the  officer  bad 
been  desired  to  impress  as  riotous  persons. 
In  the  same  month  5 1  persons  had  entered 
as  volunteers. 

Mr.  Whiihread  thought  it  necessary  im- 
mediately to  notice  some  words  which  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr* 
Dundas}.    That  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
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said,  that  three  men  had  been  impressed 
as  riotous  persons,  at  the  desire  of  some 
other  persons.  Thas  was  this  power  of 
impress,  iMegal  and  oppressive  as  it  was  in 
itself,  perverted  from  its  legitimate  object 
•^thus  were  persons  delivered,  for  pur- 
poses unknown,  to  the  arbitrary  power  of 
the  Admiralty.  He  thought  it  would  be 
necessary  that  the  names  of  these  three 
persons  should  be  laid  before  the  House  ; 
and  that  the  House  should  be  acquainted 
with  those  who  had  desired  the  impress- 
ment of  these  persons,  as  well  as  with  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Admiralty  to 
comply  with  their  request. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  the  Admiralty  was 
innocent  of  any  designatioai  of  particular 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  their  being 
pressed.  The  execution  of  the  impress* 
warrants  rested  with  the  officers  of  the 
ports  only.  When  the  impress  was  slack, 
the  ofilcers  did  not  visit  the  different  ships 
with  particular  diligence;  and  then,  if 
sailors  were  idle  or  riotous,  the  master 
might  inform  the  impress  officers  that  they 
would  do  him  no  harm  by  taking  such  or 
such  persons.  It  was  a  favour  to  a  master 
of  a  merchant-ship,  when  the  impress 
officers  were  obliged  to  take  some  men 
from  his  vessel,  to  allow  him  to  choose 
those  whom  he  would  wish  to  remain. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  the  words,  as  they 
had  fallen  from  a  lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
were  open  to  the  remarks  which  he  had 
made ;  and  he  still  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  more  for  the  production  of  the 
names  of  the  three  persons  mentioned. 

Mr.  BarAam  made  some  observations  on 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dundas)  on  a  former  night.  The 
practice  of  putting  questions  had  been  for 
a  long  period  common  in  that  House ; 
and  answers  had  always  been  given,  unless 
it  couTd  be  stated  (hat  the  answer  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  state.  Without  this 
most  convenient  practice,  the  time  of  the 
House  would  have  been  occupied  with 
matiy  unnecessary  and  almost  endless  de- 
bates. 

Lord  Milton  thought  the  answer  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  was 
not  satisfactory  as  to  the  impressment  of 
mates  of  vessels  ;  as,  by  law,  those  per- 
sons were  protected,  whether  on  board 
their  vessels,  or  on  shore. 

The  Primcess  op  Wales.]  Mr.  Mcihuen 
rose,  in  consequence  of  a  correspondenre 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  public,  to 
ask  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst) 
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whom  he  saw  in  his  place,  which  of  hii 
Majesty's  ministers  it  was,  who  had  ad- 
vised his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
to  take  those  measures  which  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  Princess  of  Wales 
from  appeasing  at  her  Majesty's  drawing 
room  ? 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  he  was  aware  of  the 
convenience  of  the  practice  which  had 
been  adopted  of  asking  and  answering 
questions  in  that  House,  by  which  meant 
the  necessity  of  making  motions  vtas  fre- 
quently obviated ;  but  as  to  the  question 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  pats  be 
could  only  say,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  the  circumstances  and  character 
of  the  transaction  warranted  him  in  ghring 
it  any  answer. 

Mr.  Methuen  then  gaTe  notice,  that  he 
should,  on  Friday  next,  bring  forward  a 
motion  on  the  subject.  The  purport  of 
his  motion  would  be—That  an  hamble 
Address  be  presented  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  to  enquire  who  was  the  person 
that  advised  his  Royal  Highness  to  adopt 
the  measures  which  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales  from  appearing  at  her  Majeaty's 
drawing-room. 

Mr.  Fonsonby  rose  to  say  a  few  wor^i  on 
a  subject  connected  with  that  respecting 
which  notice  of  a  motion  bad  been  giTen. 
He  was  a  friend,  as  much  as  itny  man,  to 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  was  not  at  all 
inclined,  for  personal  or  private  considera- 
tionsy  to  interfere  with  this  liberty ;  bat  be 
should  read,  for  the  purpose  of  contradict- 
ing it,  a  statement  which  had  recently 
been  published.  In  a  paper  called  the 
Morning  Herald,  of  Friday,  May  the  27tb, 
the  following  paragraph  had  appeared:*- 

"  Several  Opposition  Councils  have  been 
assembled  on  the  wellfdmenttd  ^arianca 
between  her  M—  and  the  IVinc^as  of 
W — ,  respecting  the  well-advised  non-ap^ 
pearance  of  the  latter  at  the  next  Drawing 
room  at  Buckingham  House.  The  last  of 
these  councils  was  bolden  yesterday  after^ 
noon ;  when  Mr.  Br— — m,  as  her  Rwal 
Highness's  Advocate-General,  laid  bftrore 
it  copies  of  tbe  Correspondence  which  had 
recently  passed  between  the  Illostriona 
Parlies  on  this  unfortunate  subject.  A 
debate  immediately  took  place  on  the  ex* 
pediency  of  giving  immediate  pablicitT 
thereto.  The  majority  contended,  that  it 
was  too  great  a  Pakty  Card  to  be  shufled 
away  at  so  critical  a  moment  mnpldfed.  Ic 
was  opposed,  however,  by  the  more  tern* 
perate  few^  as  an  improper  appeal  lo  th^ 
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public  opinion  on  a  domestie  misunder- 
standing of  such  extreme  personal  de- 
licacy. This  rational  argument,  however/ 
was  soon  over-ruled  l)y  an  appeal  to  num- 
bers ;  for,  on  a  division  taking  place,  we 
understand  they  stood  thus : — 

For  publishing.            Against  publishing. 
Earl  of  G—  y.  Earl  Fitz m. 


Earl  of  L le, 


Ix)rd  Gr — LLE, 
Lord  M — LT— ON, 
^r.  P — NS — BY. 


Lord  H — L — D, 
Mr.  Whitb — D, 
Mr.  T — RM — Y, 

«  Mr.  Br m,  not  beinpr  in  parlia- 
ment, did  not  divide,  contenting  himself 
with    being    Tellar,     A   Resolution    was 

then   moved,  "That  her  M 's  letter 

bhould,  at  all  events,  be  published  forth- 
with,"-which  passed  without  a  division. 
It  remains,  therefore,  to  be  seen,  whether 
even  the  Advocaie-Geoeral  will  presume 
to  outrage  the  public  feeling  by  carrying 
so  extraordinary  a  Resolution  into  eflect/' 

The  names  (Mr.  P.  said)  which  were 
here  introduced  with  dashes,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  any  person  could  mistake.  By 
Br  ■  m,  who  was  styled  her  Royal 
Highnesses  Ad  vocate- General,  was  clearly 
meant  Mr.  Brougham.  His  (Mr.  Pon- 
sonby's)  name  was  the  last  upon  the  list. 
Of  this  paragraph  he  must  say,  that  a 
more  impudent  falsehood,  a  more  on- 
founded  lie,  was  never  attempted  to  be 
palmed  upon  a  British  public.  No  such 
meeting  was  ever  held— no  such  meeting 
was  ever  in  contemplation.  No  council 
was  ever  held,  or  proposed,  upon  the  sub- 
ject, by  him,  or  by  those  with  whom  be 
was  in  the  habit  of  acting  in  that  House ; 
nor  was  there  any  man  more  ignorant 
than  he  was  of  the  whole  proceedings  that 
took  place  upon  the  subject  to  which  the 
paragraph  referred.  He  would  not  say 
more  now  upon  the  matter ;  notice  of  a 
motion  had  been  given ;  and  when  that  mo- 
tion was  brought  forward,  he  would  state 
what  bis  sentiments  were ;  but  though 
'  a  firiend  to  the  just  liberty  of  the  press,  he 
could  not  avoid  complaining  of  this  licen- 
tious abuse  of  it. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  he  could  vouch,  as 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  done,  that  the 
publication  which  bad  been  read  was  al- 
together false.  He  was  exceedingly  sur- 
prised that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Bathurst),  the  only  minister  of  the  rank  of 
cabinet  counsellor  in  the  House,  should, 
though  he  had  spoken,  be  virtually  silent 
on  the  subject  respecting  which  a  question 
bad  been  put.  Fie  (Mr.  W.)  could  only 
iufer  from  that  silence  a  disavowal  of  the 
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transaction ;  or  that,  the  act  being  done, 
he  or  his  colleagues  were  ashamed  of  the 
advice  they  had  given.  If  the  House  did 
what  it  was  its  doty  to  do,  it  would  extort 
that  answer  which  had  then  been  refused. 
A^  it  was  a  matter  of  such  urgent  impor* 
tance,  he  thought  to-morroW  should  be 
preferred  as  the  day  for  the  discussion  of 
the  question  ;  not  only  because  it  was  the 
nearest  day,  but  because  it  was  that  on 
which  the  insult  was  intended  to  be  prac- 
tised, not  only  on  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  but  on  the  King  in  his 
infirmity.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  bring  forward  his  mo* 
tion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mcthum  said,  that  be  had  fixed  his 
motion  for  Friday  on  account  of  the  Draw- 
ing-room to*  morrow. 

Mr.  Whiibread — ^That  is  the  very  reason 
why  it  should  then  be  brought  forward. 

Army  Extraordinaribs.]  Upon  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  with 
regard  to  the  Army  Extraordinaries, 
hating  been  brought  up, 

Mr.  Fremantk  rose,  and  expressed  his 
surprize  that  nothing  bad  yet  been  inti- 
mated to  the  House,  or  the  country,  re- 
specting any  proposed  reduction  of  our 
war-expenditure  in  the  army,  or  in  any 
other  department.  It  was  hard,  be 
thought,  that,  after  the  counUy  bad  borne 
so  many  burthens  which  that  House  had 
concurred  in  imposing,  no  prospect  was 
held  out  to  the  House  or  the  country  of 
the  diminution  of  those  burthens,  notwith- 
standing the  various  opportunities  which 
had  for  some  time  back  occurred  of  pre- 
senting such  a  prospect.  Two  months  had 
elapsed  since  Buonaparte  was  deposed; 
yet  no  reduction  of  our  military  expence 
had  yet  taken  place,  nor  had  any  declara- 
tion been  made  by  ministers,  to  cheer  the 
people  by  the  hope  of  that  which  they 
were  naturally  induced  to  calcolate  would 
be  the  immediate  consequence  of  that  de- 
position. Thus  the  people,  afker  all  those 
sufferings  which  they  bad  borne  with  un- 
exampled patience,  were  denied  that  con- 
solation or  prospect  of  relief  which  they 
had  a  right  to  expect.  The  hon.  member 
particularly  complained  that  no  step  what- 
ever was  taken  K>  reduce  the  militia,  which 
amounted  to  nearly  100,000  men,  of  which 
about  2,500  were  serving  abroad.  This 
militia  was  confessedly  embodied  with  a 
view  to  repress  internal  insurrection,  and 
to  guard  against  foreign  attack.  Of  the 
latter  it  could  not  be  pretended  that  any 
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fear  existed  since  the  destruction  of  the 
dynasty  of  Buonaparte ;  and  he  would  put 
it    to  any   gentleman  whether  the  least 

*  ground    of  apprehension  appeared  with 
respect  to  the  former?  From  the  moment 
then  of  Buonaparte's  dethronement,  the 
country  should  have  been  relieved  from 
the  expence  created  by  the  militia,  which 
expence  amounted  to  between  3  and  4 
millions    a  year.     Efery   hour,  indeed, 
which  this  part  of  our  force  continued  em- 
bodied, the  country  was  subjected  to  un- 
Decessary  expence.    There  was  also  ano- 
ther part  of  our  force,  to  which  every  prin- 
ciple of  economy  and  national  policy  should 
direct  the  attention  of  ministers.    There 
were  between  SO  and  40^000  foreign  troops 
In  our  pay,   and   that    portion    of  them 
which  were  now  in  England  ought  to  be 
promptly  reduced.      In  the  naval  depart- 
ment, too,  some  steps  should  have  been 
taken   with   a    view    to    reduction ;    for 
sorely  it  could  not  be  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  same  amount  of  force  in  com- 
mission at  present,  as  for  some  time  back. 
At  least  ministers  should,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  country,  have  declared  an  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  public  expenditure 
in  this  and  the  other  departments  to  which 
he  had  referred  ;  or  have  stated  their  rea- 
sons for  continuing  such  expenditure,  in 
what  might  be  fairly  deemed  a  period  of 
peace,  as  the  country  was  called  upon  to 
defray  during  war.    Some  communication 
was  certainly  due  to  parliament  and  the 
public  upon  the  subject.     There  was  ano- 
ther head  of  expence  to  which   he  also 
thought  it  necessary  to  advert.     He  was 
informed— indeed  he  had  the  information 
from  some  emigrants — that  ministers  had 
announced  their  intention  of  continuing  to 
all  the  emigrants  their  usual  allowance  for 

,  12  months  longer,  instead  of  leaving  them 
to  depend  upon  their  own  industry,  or 
upon  the  resources  of  their  respective 
countries.  The  hon.  member  recapitulated 
the  several  points  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted ;  and  observed,  that  ministers  had 
betrayed  a  want  of  alacrity,  and  a  remiss- 
Dets  to  execute  their  duty,  and  satisfy  the 
feelings  of  the  country.  Recurring  to  the 
militia,  he  stated  that  the  colonels  of  that 
corps  were  not  yet  apprised  of  any  steps 
to  disembody  them ;  nay,. it  was  alleged 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  disembody  the 
militia  for  some  months.  He  hoped  this 
allegation  waa  incorrect ;  and  he  should 
be  gratified  if  what  he  had  stated  served 
to  force  some  satisfactory  explanation 
from  ministeri.     The   necessity    which 
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called   for  such    an  ezplanttion    oo«U 
not  be    disputed,    especially    wbeii  the 
amount  of  our  war- expenditure  was  takes 
into  consideration.     He    did    not  mesa, 
in  so  thin  a   House,   to  enter    into  d^ 
tail  as  to  this  expeoditore ;  but  the  aggrs* 
gate  for  the  last  year  was  known  to  ex« 
ceed  140,000,000/. — of  that  ezpenca  hs 
was  by  no  means  disposed  to  'coai|]rtain»ai 
it  had  led  to  such  important  results;     Bit 
then  its  amount,  combined  with   the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  most  soggcM 
to  every  considerate  man  the  neceasity  of 
looking  to  every  practicable  means  oY  in 
diminution,  and  reducing  oor  ftitnre  ex- 
pences.     The  expenditure  occasioned  by 
our  army  on  the  continent  was  not  le« 
than  between  12  and  13  millions  a  year; 
and  surely,  without  pressing  for  the  in- 
mediate    return    of  that  army,  ministen 
were  called  upon  to  state  their  intentions, 
in  order  that  the  country  might  know 
when  and  how  far  it  might  calcolate  upon 
enjoying  the  consequences  of  peace.     Mi* 
nisters  should,  indeed,  have  availed  them* 
selves  of  the  different  opportunities  which 
had  occurred,  both  in  the  Conmittce  of 
Supply,  and  on  other  occasions,  to  corn* 
municate  these  intentions  fpt  the  public 
satisfaction ;  but  even  now  be  should  be 
glad  to  have  an  explanation  firom    them 
upon  this  important  subject 

Mr.  Lushingion  observed,  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  gentleman  would  be 
rather  more  applicable  on  the  discussion 
of  the  army  estimates  than  on  the  motion 
before  the  House,  which  referred  only  to 
the  army  extraordinaries.  On  the  part  of 
ministers,  he  could  venture  to  ssy,  that 
from  the  moment  of  the  cessation  of  bo^ 
tiliites  their  attention  was  most  diligently 
directed  to  the  consideration  of  every 
practicable  meansof  reducing  the  expences 
incident  to  war.  But,  as  the  qaestion  of 
our  military  expenditure  would  come  more 
fully  and  properly  before  the  House  on 
Friday,  in  discussing  the  army  estimates, 
he  should  not  enter  further  into  thesobgect 
at  present. 

Mr.  JH.  Addingion  said,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  for  any  discussion  this  evening 
on  the  subject  of  our  military  expenditure; 
but  the  hon.  memt>er  on  the  other  side, 
whose  observations  be  conceived  rather 
premature,  as  his  hon.  friend  had  re« 
marked,  having  adverted  to  the  conduct  of 
the  department,  with  which  be  (Mr.  A*) 
was  officially  connected,  he  thooght  it 
proper  shortly  to  explain.  With  regaid 
to  the  militia,  the  fact  was,  that  the  lettera 
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ordering  that  corps  to  be  disembodied  were 
actually  in  readiness  to  be  issued  as  soon 
as  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed; 
and  that,  according  to  uniform  practice, 
was  the  proper  period  for  issuing  such 
orders.  It  was  also  to  be  considered,  that 
the  reduction  of  the  militia  could  not  be 
the  work  of  a  day,  especially  as  there  were 
several  of  the  English  militia  regiments  in 
Ireland.  But  that  ministers  were  active  in 
endeavouring  to  reduce  the  expences  of 
war,  the  country  would,  be  had  no  doubt, 
be  fully  satisfied.  To  his  knowledge,  in- 
deed, miny  measures  with  a  view  to  that 
reduction  had  been^ken  as  early  as  possi- 
ble. Amonff  others,  orders  were  issued  to 
prevent  the  local  militia  from  being  called 
out  as  usual  to  be  trained  ;  and  similar 
orders,  with  a  view  to  ceconomy,  bad  been 
circulated  with  respect  to  the  yeomanry. 

Sir  J,  Yorke  observed,  that  although  one 
great  enemy  of  this  country,  BuQnapart6, 
had  been  deposed,  there  was  another  gen- 
tleman whoie  deposition  was  also  necessary 
to  our  interest ;  he  meant  Mr.  President 
Madison ;  and  with  a  view  to  that  depo- 
sition, a  considerable  naval  force  must  be 
kept  upf  especially  in  the  Atlantic-  But 
as  to  his  hon.  friend's  opinion  respecting 
the  reduction  of  the  navy,  he  wished  it  to 
be  considered  that  a  nun^ber  of  shipping 
were  employed  in  conveying  French  pri- 
soners to  France,  and  bringing  home  our 
own  countrymen.  So  much  for  the  occu- 
pation of  our  navy  on  the  home  station. 
But  from  the  Mediterranean,  for  instance, 
several  three-deckers  were  ordered  home  ; 
and  he  could  "  swear,"  [a  laugh]  that  no 
practicable  exertion  would  be  remitted  to 
reduce  the  expence  of  our  naval  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Fremantle  was  not  altogether  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation  given.  That 
force  which  had  been,  in  a  great  measure, 
created  to  resist  the  measure.^  of  Buonapart6, 
ought  to  be  done  away  when  his  system 
was  at  an  end.  Did  the  hon.  gentleman, 
when  he  stated  part  of  the  militia  to  be 
abroad,  mean  to  say,  that  because  that 
part  which  was  out  of  the  country  could 
not  be  immediately  disbanded,  no  redoc- 
tion  whatever  ought  to  take  place  for  the 
present,  nor  till  the  whole  were  brought 
home  ?  He  contended,  a  reduction  ought 
to  be  made  from  day  to  day,  from  hour  to 
hour,  and  he  would  almost  say,  man  by 
man,  as  far  as  was  practicable.  He  was 
■of  opinion,  that  we  had  alreMiy  a  sufficient 
number  of  ships  off  America;  and  those 


fleets  which  l&ad  been  in  the  Downs,  and 
which  had  been  applicable  to  the  Basque 
Roads,  the  Scheldt,  and  various  parts  of 
the  Mediterranean,  might  immediately  be 
paid  off,  or  much  reduced.  Though  not 
satisfied  with  the  ekptanation  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  he  wa«  glad  that  he  had 
gained  for  the  country  a  declaration  that  a 
great  reduction  would  be  made  when  tha 
preliminaries  of  peace  shall  have  been 
signed. 

Mr.  Bathurst  did  not  complain  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  for  making  a  second 
speech ;  but  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
complain  when  he  took  credit  to  himself 
for  having  gained  a  declaration  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  country,  because  it  had 
been  said,  a  great  redaction  would  be 
made  both  in  the  army  and  navy  when 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed. 
Could  any  man  in  the  country  be  so  igno* 
rant  as  not  to  know  this  would  be  neces- 
sarily the  consequence  of  that  peace  which 
by  this  time,  he  hoped,  was  nearly  con* 
eluded  ?  It  had  been  customary  to  take 
sums  on  account  for  the  military  service  of 
the  year  ;  but  now  the  time  was  nearly 
come,  at  which  it  would  be  for  ministers  to 
state  what  the  expence  of  our  establish- 
ment should  be  in  future.  In  the  present 
situation  of  things,  though  he  was  far  from 
imputing  any  feeling  hostile  to  a  general 
pacification,  to  any  of  the  powers  with 
whom  we  had  to  treat,  he  could  see  nothing 
to  induce  government  to  depart  from  the 
ordinary  practice  of  making  no  material 
reductions  in  our  army  or  navy  till  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  were  signed.  Though 
proofs  of  the  most  amicable  disposition 
were  given  by  the  parties  opposed  to  ui 
in  the  negociaiions,  still  they  had  (p'eat 
interests  to  attend  to  ;  and  questions  might 
arise,  on  which  the  representative  of  this 
country  would  not  be  able  to  speak  with 
sufficient  weight,  if  a  reduction  of  oof 
army  or  navy  preceded  the  discussion. 
Till  the  preliminaries  were  arranged,  it 
was  impossible  for  ministers  to  say  wha^ 
establishment  would  be  necessary  for  the 
time  to  come. 

Mr.  Lnshrngton  took  occasion  to  say,  an 
arrangement  would  be  made  with  respect 
to  emigrants  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but  it 
would  be  a  hard  and  an  unfeeling;  thing 
to  deprive  them  of  their  present  income 
before  they  couid  be  attended  to  by  their 
own  government. 

The  report  was  theniagreed  to. 
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Friday,  Jtme  3. 
Corn  Laws.]  Mr.  Whiibread  to«,  for 
the  purpose  of  preiealing  a  Petition  Troni 
the  lown  and  counly  of  Bedford  againlt 
the  proposed  alterBtion  in  the  Corn  LaiM. 
The  tion.  gentleman  ahittieA,  he  should 
not  have  said  a  word  in  preienting  ihia 
Petition,  had  be  given  any  opinion  on  the 
subject  heretofore.  He  did  consider  now, 
however,  from  the  inflamed  itate  of  tbe 
public  mind,  and  from  the  alarm  which 
had  arisen,  whether  groundless  or  not, 
that  the  Houne  ought  to  pause  before  tbey 
wlopled  the  Bill  under  consideration.  He 
had  no  doubt,  that  genttemi'n,  who  had 
delivered  their  lentiment*,  either  in  favour 
or  againat  this  meMure,  were  actuated  by 
the  same  motive,  namely,  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good.  It  was  singular, 
however,  to  obsirve  the  feelings  witb 
which  the  conduct  of  the  ditterent  mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  on  the  subject  were 
TAgarded.  A  riglit  hon.  gentleman  not 
then  in  the  House  (Mr.  G.  Itose]  wai,  fui 
the  first  time  in  his  iife,  pUcardtd  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  as  the  friend  of 
the  people  ;  while  oiheri  were  asuailcil 
wiih  anonymous  letters,  attributing  to 
them  the  most  disbonouralile  jnieniions; 
and  he  whs  himself  tolil,  he  ought  to  be 
hanged  fur  holding  his  tongue.  Fur  hii 
own  part  he  bagged  to  suie,  that  he  was 
friendly  to  ibe  measure,  b»ih  as  a  growev 
and  a  consumer,  from  a  conviciion,  iliat 
the  interest  of  the  one  was  inseparablt- 
from  the  interest  of  the  other.  From  the 
expression  of  public  opinion  wbich  had 
been  wimcssed  within  the  ia<l  fiwdays, 
however,  he  considered  ithigh'y  rxpedieiii, 
that  ihe  measure  should  be  deferred  to  ano- 
ther year,  by  wbich  lime  iIik  al»rm  ihai 
had  been  excited  mijjht  be  coropletelv 
disupated. 

Mr.  Suphat  congtatuUied  himself  on 
Ihe  rare  npportunjiy  wbich  was  alTorded 
him  of  agri'ein^  In  the  obiervaiion*  deli- 
vered by  the  hdii.  gentleman.  He  did 
think,  under  exisiin);  circuniiiances,  and 
from  Ihe  great  alarm  which  at  present  pre- 
vailed in  the  public  mind,  ihat  it  would  be 
highly  iuiproper  to  pr''ci))itaie  the  Bill 
before  the  House  for  prohilunng  the  impni 
latlon  of  corn.  The  hon.  gentleman  hatl 
aaid,  that  some  persons  had  told  hiui  he 
ought  to  be  hang'^d  for  bulding  his  tongut. 
He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  nothing  in 
tbe  bun.  gentleman's  conduct  which  called 
for  auch  »  puoithmentj    but,  above  all 
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offences,  that  nf  holding  his  tongm  wm  | 
the  last  of  which  he  could  be  accused. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up,  i 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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said,  he  had  to  acquaint  the  Honae,  thit 
since  the  House  had  met,  he  had  received 
i  letter  from  her  royal  highneai  tha 
Princess  of  Wales,  with  three  iDcloMrei, 
which  he  was  desired  by  her  Royal  High, 
ness  to  commuuicaie  to  the  House.  With 
ihe  pleasure  uf  ihe  House,  hevrould  read 
(he  letter.  (A  cry  of  Read,  ra*d  !)— Ha 
then  read  tbe  letter, '3# follows:— 

"Connaught  House,  June  3,  1S14. 
"  Tlie  Princess  of  Wales  desires  Mr. 
Speaker  wilt  inform  the  House  oF  Com- 
mons, that  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  has  been  advised  to  take  such  steps 
as  have  prevented  her  from  ftppearinc  al     | 
court,   f.od    to  declare   bis  Raya)    High> 
ness's  "  fixed  and  unalterable  determiita*    , 
tion  never  to  meet  tbe  Princess  of  Wales 
upon  any  occasion,    either   in  public  or 
priva'e," 

"The  proceedings  of  tS06  and  1S07, 
and  last  year,  are  in  the  recollection  of  tfae 
House,  31  well  as  the  ample  and  unqua- 
lified vindication  of  the  Princess's  condact, 
lo  which  those  proceedings  ted. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  the  Princeu  of 
Wales  to  conceal  from  herself  the  inten- 
tion of  the  advice  which  has  now  been 
given  lo  the  Prince  Regeni,  and  the  pro- 
b.ibiliiy  that  there  are  ultimate  objects  in 
view,  pre^jnant  with  danger  tothe  secarity 
of  the  succession,  and  tbe  domestic  peace 
of  the  realm. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  even  if 
the  Princess's  duty  towards  herself  conld 
NufTer  her  to  remain  silent,  her  sense  of 
what  is  due  to  hir  daughter,  and  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  countrjr,  compels 
her  to  make  this  comrannicalion  lo  Ibe 
Hnuse  of  Commons. 

"  The  Prince's  of  Wales  incloses  copies 
of  the  correspondence  which  has  paiaed, 
snd  which  she  re((^uests  Mr.  Speslnr  ivtH 
communicate  to  the  House.*' 

•■  Tbe  right  hon.  the  falter  of  th« 
Houte  of  Commons,  ttc." 

When  Mr.  Speaker  had  concluded  Um 
letter,  he  demanded  of  the  House,  whalher 
he  should  hand  ihe  dncnmenis  which  worn 
enclosed  in  it  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Papers  i — 
This  iolerrogatory  was  followed  hy  loitd 
cries  of  "  Read !  Read  !" 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  iadoiaraa  dsli- 
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vered  in  by  Mr.  Speaker^  aod  which  are  as 

follow  :— 

The  LeUer  qf  the  Princess  qf  Wales  to  the 

Frince  Regent. 

<«  Sir ;— I  am  once  more  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  address  your  Royal  Highness, 
and  to  inclose  for  your  inspection.  Copies 
of  a  Note  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  the  Queen,  and  of  the  An- 
swer which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
return  to  her  Majesty.  It  would  be  in 
vain  for  me  to  enquire  into  the  reasons  of 
the  alarming  declaration  made  by  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  you  have  taken  the 
fixed  and  unalterable  determination  never 
to  meet  me,  upon  any  occasion,  either  in 
public  or  private.  Of  these,  your  Royal 
Highness  is  pleased  to  state  yourself  to  be 
the  only  judge.  You  will  perceive  by  my 
answer  to  her  Majesty,  that  I  have  only 
been  restrained  by  motives  of  personal 
consideration  towards  her  Majesty,  from 
exercising  my  right  of  appearing  before 
her  Majesty,  at  the  public  drawing  rooms, 
to  be  held  in  the  ensuing  mouth. 

"  But,  Sir,  lest  it  should  be  by  possi- 
bility supposed,  that  the  words  of  your 
Royal  Highness  can  convey  any  insinua- 
tion from  which  1  shrink,  I  am  bound  to 
demand  of  your  Royal  Highness— < what 
circumstances  can  justify  the  proceeding 
you  have  thus  thought  fit  to  adopt  ? 

"  I  owe  it  to  myself,  to  my  daughter, 
and  to  the  nation,  to  which  I  am  deeply 
indebted  for  the  vindication  of  my  honour, 
to  remind  your  Royal  Highness  of  what 
you  know;  that  after  open  persecution 
and  mysterious  inquiries,  upon  undefined 
charges,  the  malice  of  my  enemies  fell 
entirely  upon  themselves;  that  I  was  re- 
stored by  the  King,  with  the  advice  of  his 
ministers,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  my  rank 
in  his  court,  upon  my  complete  acquittal. 
Since  his  Majesty's  lamented  illness,  I 
have  demanded,  in  the  face  of  parliament 
and  the  country,  to  be  proved  guilty,  or 
to  be  treated  as  innocent.  I  have  been 
declared  what  I  am,  innocents— I  will  not 
submit  io  be  treated  as  guilty. 

"  Sir,  your  Royal  Highness  may  possibly 
refuse  to  read  this  letter.  But  the  world 
roust  know  that  I  have  written  it;  and 
4hey  will  see  my  real  motives  for  fore- 
going, in  this  instance,  the  righU  of  my 
rank.  Occasions,  however,  may  arise 
{one,  I  trust,  is  far  distant)  when  I  must 
appear  io  public,  and  your  Royal  High- 
ness must  be  present  also.  Can  your 
JKoyal  Highness  have  coDtemplated  the 


full  extent  of  your  declaration  ?  Has  your 
Royal  Highness. forgotten  the  approaching 
marriage  of  our  daughter,  a(nd  the  possi- 
bility of  our  coronation  ? 
*  **l  wave  my  rights  in  a  case  where  I 
am  fiot  absolutely  bountl  to  assert  them, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  Queen,  as  far  as  I 
can,  Trom  the  painful  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed  by  your  Royal  Highness; 
not  from  any  consciousness  of  blame,  not 
from  any  doubt  of  the  existence  of  those 
righu,  or  of  my  own  worthiness  to  enjoy 
them. 

**  Sir,  the  time  you  have  selected  for 
this  proceeding  is  calculated  to  make  it 
peculiarly  galling.  Many  illustrious 
strangers  are  already  arrived  in  England ; 
amongst  others,  as  I  am  informed,  the  illus- 
trious heir  of  the  House  of  Orange,  who 
has  announced  himself  to  me  as  my  future 
80Q*in-law.  From  their  society  I  am -un- 
justly excluded.  Others  are  expected, 
of  rank  equal  to  your  own,  to  i^joice  with 
your  Royal  Highness  in  the  peace  of 
Europe.  My  daughter  will,  for  the  first 
time,  appear  in  the  splendour  and  pub- 
licity becoming  the  approaching  nuptials 
of  the  presumptive  heiress  of*  this  empire. 
This  season  your  Royal  Highness  has 
chosen  for  treating  me  with  fresh  and  un- 
provoked indignity :  and  of  all  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  I  alone  am  prevented  by  your 
Royal  Highness  from  appearing  in  my 
place,  to  partake  of  the  general  joy,  and 
am  deprived  of  ^le  indulgence  in  those 
feelings  of  pride  aod  affection  permitted 
to  every  mother  but  me.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
Royal  Highness's  faithful  wife,     C.  P.'' 

•'  Connaught  House,  May  26,  1814." 

The  Letter  of  the  Queen  to  the  Princeu  qf 

Wala: 

"  Windsor  Castle,  May  23rd,  1814. . 

"  The  Queen  considers  it  to  be  her  duty 
to  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  that  she  has  receited  a  commu- 
nication from  her  son  the  Prince  Regent ; 
in  which  he  states,  that,  her  Majesty's  in- 
tention of  holding  two  drawing-rooms  in 
the  ensuing  month  having  been  ootified 
to  the  public,  be  must  declare,  that  he 
coDstdert  that  hit  own  presence  at  her 
court  cannot  be  dispensed  with  ;  and  that 
he  desires  it  may  be  distinctly  understood, 
for  reasons  of  which  he  alone  can 'be  the 
judge,  to  be  his  fixed  and  unalterable  de- 
termination not  to  meet  the  Princess  of 
Wales  upoo'aoy  occasion,  either  in  public 
or  private. 

•'  The  Qaeen  is  thus  placed  under  the 
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painful    necessity  of   intimating 
Princess  of  Wales  the  impossibility  of  her 
Majesty's  receiving  her  Uoyal  Highness  at 
her  drawing-rooms.      Charlottb,  R,'* 

The  Letter  qf  the  Princess  qf  Wales  to  the 

Queen. 

"  Madam; — I  hare  received  the  letter 
Mfbich  your  Majesty  has  done  me  the 
bonoor  to  address  to  me,  prohibiting  my 
appearance  at  the  public  drawing-rooms 
vvbich  will  be  held  by  your  Majesty  in 
the  ensuing  month,  with  great  surprise 
and  regret. 

^  I  will  not  presume  to  discuss  with  your 
Majesty  topics  which  must  be  as  painful 
to  your  Majesty  as  to  myself. 

•*  Your  Majesty  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  affectionate  regard  with  which  the 
King  was  so  kind  as  to  honour  me,  up  to 
the  period  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition, 
which  no  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  has 
BO  much  cause  to  lament  as  myself:  and 
that  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
bestow  upon  me  the  most  unequivocal  and 
gratifying  proof  of  his  attachment  and  ap- 
probation, by  his  public  reception  of  me 
tt  his  court,  at  a  season  of  severe  and  un- 
merited affliction,  when  his  protection  was 
most  necessary  to  me.  There  I  have  since 
aninterruptedly  paid  my  respects  to  your 
Majest}''.  I  am  now  without  appeal  or 
protector.  But  I  cannot  so  far  forget  my 
duty  to  the  King  and  to  myself,  as  to  sur- 
render my  right  to  appear  at  any  public 
drawing-room  to  be  held  by  your 
Majesty. 

<'  That  I  may  not,  however,  add  to  the 
difficulty  and  uneasiness  of  your  Majesty's 
situation,  I  vield  in  the  present  instance 
to  the  will  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  announced  to  me  by  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  shall  not  present  myself  at  the 
drawing-rooms  of  the  next  month. 

''  It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to 
attempt  to  inquire  of  your  Majesty  the 
reasons  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  for  this  harsh  proceeding,  of  which 
his  Royal  Highness  can  alone  be  the  judge. 
I  am  unconscious  of  offence  ;  and  in  that 
reflection,  1  must  endeavour  to  find  con- 
solation for  all  the  mortifications  I  ex- 
perience ;  even  for  this,  the  last,  the  most 
unexpected,  and  the  most  severe ;  the  pro- 
hibition given  to  me  alone,  to  appear  be- 
fore your  Majesty,  to  ofler  my  congratula- 
tions upon  the  happy  termination  of  those 
calamities  with  whiciv Europe  hat  been  so 
long  afflicted,  in  the  presence  of  the  illus- 
trious personages  woo  will  in  all  proba- 
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Majesty's 
court,  with  whom  I  am  so  cloaety  con- 
nected by  birth  and  marriage* 

"  I  beseech  your  Majesty  to  do  ne  aa 
act  of  justice,  to  which,  in  the  preaeot  cir- 
cumstances, your  Majesty  is  the  onlj  per- 
son competent,  by  acquainting  thos«illat* 
trious  strangers  with  the  motives  of  per- 
sonal consideration  towards  your  Majeity 
which  alone  induces  me  to  abstain  frooi 
the  exercise  of  my  right  to  appear  befen 
your  Majesty :  and  that  I  do  now,  as  I 
have  done  at  all  times,  defy  the  malice  ef 
my  enemies  to  fix  upon  me  the  shadow  of 
any  one  imputation  which  could  render 
me  unworthy  of  their  society  or  regard. 

'*  Your  Majesty  will,  I  am  sure,  not  be 
displeased  that  I  should  relieve  myself 
from  the  suspicion  of  disrespect  Cowards 
your  Majesty,  by  making  public  thecaass 
of  my  absence  from  court  at  a  ttme  when 
the  duties  of  my  station  would  otherwise 
peculiarly  demand  my  attendance.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Majesty's 
most  obedient  daughter-in-lawsnd  wtrrmnt, 

"  Connaught  House,  May  24,  ISlV 

The  Qween  to  the  Princess  qf  Wak». 

«'  Windsor  Castle,  May  25,  I8l4w 
**  The  Queen  has  received,  this  aflhsr> 
noon,  the  Princess  of  Wales's  letter  of 
yesterday,  in  reply  to  the  commanication 
which  she  was  desired  by  the  IVince  Re- 
gent to  make  to  her ;  and  she  is  sensibk 
of  the  disposition  expressed  by  ber  Royal 
Highness  not  to  discuss  with  her«  topics 
which  must  be  painful  to  both.  The 
Queen  considers  it  incumbent  upon  her  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  Princess  of  Wales's 
letter  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  and  her  Ma* 
jesty  could  have  felt  no  hesitation  in  com* 
municating  to  the  illustrious  strangers  who 
may  possibly  be  present  at  ber  court,  the 
circumstances  which  will  prevent  the 
Princess  of  Wales  from  appearing  theret 
if  her  Royal  Highness  had  not  rendered  a 
compliance  with  her  wish  to  this  efihct 
unnecessary,  by  intimating  her  intention 
of  making  public  the  cause  of  her  absence. 

"  Chaslottb,  JL" 

Tht  Princess  qf  Wales  to  the  Qyeem. 

"  The  Princess  of  Wales  has  the  honoor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  from 
the  Queen,  dated  yesterday;  and  begs 
permission  to  return  her  best  thanks  to  her 
Majesty,  for  her  gracious  coodescensioa, 
in  the  willingness  expressed  by  her  Ma- 
jesty, to  hate  commanicated  to  the  illr- 
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trioai  8trang«rsi  who  will>  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  present  at  her  Majesty's  coart, 
the  reasons  which  hare  ind\]ced  her  Royal 
Highness  not  to  be  present.  Such  commu- 
nication, as  it  appears  to  her  Koya)  High- 
ness, cannot  be  the  less  necessary  on  ac- 
count of  any  publicity  which  it  may  be  in 
the  power  of  her  Royal  Highness  to  give 
to  her  motiTes ;  and  the  Princess  of  Wales 
therefore  entreats  the  active  good  offices 
of  her  Majesty,  upon  an  occasion  wherein 
the  Princess  of  Wales  feele  it  so  essential 
to  her  that  she  should  not  be  misunderstood. 

"  c.  pr 

**  Connaoght  Place,  May  26th,  1814. 

The  Queen  to  the  Princeu  of  fValet. 

"  Windsor  Castle,  May  27,  1814. 
'*  The  Queen  cannot  omit  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  the  Princess  of  Wales^s 
note  of  yesterday,  although  it  does  not 
appear  to  her  Majesty  to  require  any  other 
reply  than  that  already  conveyed  to  her 
Royal  Highnett's  preceding  letter. 

**  Chaklottb,  iJ." 

The  Correspondence  having  been  thus 
gone  through;  Mr.  Methuen  and  Mr. 
Bathurst  rose  at  the  same  moment.  The 
House  was  for  a  considerable  time  shaken  by 
alternate  shouts  of  "  Bathurst,''  and  ''Me- 
thuen'* interrupted  with  cries  of  *'  Chair  ! 
chair !" 

Mr.  Bathuru  at  length  obtained  a  hear- 
ing. He  Mated,  that  he  rose  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  moving,  pro  forma,  as  a 
matter  of  convenience,  certain  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Whithread  said,  that  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman having  given  notice  of  a  motion, 
and  that  motion  having  been  pointed  to 
by  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by 
the  Speaker,  he  was  undoubtedly  in  pos- 
session of  the  chair;  and,  therefore,  he 
(Mr.  Whithread)  felt  it  his  duty  to  call 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  order  when 
he  rose  to  address  the  House. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Methuen]  was  certainly  in  pos- 
session of  the  House — but,  when  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  rose,  he 
supposed  it  was  his  intention  to  speak  to 
order,  which  had  precedence  ot  every 
other  question.  It  had,  however,  turned 
out,  that  he  was  only  going  to  arrange 
some  matters  of  convenience.  It  rested 
entirely  with  the  House,  whether  they 
would  permit  him  to  proceed. 

Loud  cries  of  '*  Methuen"  followed  this 
exposition. 

IT 


Mr.  Baihw^,  across  the  table^  said,  he 
did  not  mean,  as  it  appeared  contrary  U> 
the  sense  of  the  House,  to  state  the  arrange- 
ment of  business  which  be  was  about  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Mctkuen  then  proceeded  to  intro- 
duce his  motion;  but  scarcely  had  he 
uttered  the  words — "  1  rise,"  when 

The  hon.  Mr.  Lygon  moved  the  Stand- 
ing Order  that  strangers  should  with- 
draw. 

This  motion  admits  of  no  discussion. 
Strangers  were  of  course  obliged  to  with- 
draw ;  but  the  following  is  a  pretty  accu- 
rate sketch  of  what  took  place  : 

Mr.  Methuen.  I  rise,  in  consequence  of 
a  notice  given  on  a  former  night,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  letters  we 
have  just  heard  from  the  chair ;  a  subject, 
the  importance  of  which  must  be  generally 
acknowledged,  however  liable  I  may  be 
to  the  imputation  of  presumption  in  bring- 
ing it  forward,  unequal  as  I  feel  myself  to 
so  delicate  and  arduous  a  task.  Without 
detaining  the  House  by  any  unnecessary 
preamble,  trusting  to  the  case  itself  to 
make  amends  for  the  want  of  abilitiea 
under  which  I  am  conscious  of  labouring, 
and  hoping  that,  without  any  long  protesta- 
tions of  my  motives,  credit  may  be  given 
me  for  the  purity  of  them ;  desirous  and 
endeavouring  not  to  say  any  thing  ofien- 
sive  to  any  one  person  whatever ;  at  the 
same  time  feeling  it  my  undoubted  riffht,  at 
a  member  of  this  House,  to  state  any  fact,  or 
give  any  opinion,  necessary  to  do  justice 
to  my  subject ;  I  shall  proceed  to  read  in 
the  nrst  place,  such  parts  of  her  Roy  at 
Highnesses  letter  as  are  most  important; 
and  in  the  ^cond,  to  make  my  own  com- 
ments upon  them.  [Here  the  letter  was 
read,  and  next  an  extract  from  the  Minutes 
of  Council.] 

Upon  this.  Sir,  the  Kin^  declared  hit 
conviction  of  her  Royal  Highnesses  inno* 
cence;  and  to  this  point  in  par^cular  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House ; 
for  after  such  an  opinion  given  from  such 
a  quarter,  out  of  common  respect  for  hit 
Majesty,  she  had  a  right  to  expect  a  very 
different  treatment,  and  indeed  a  cordial 
reception  at  court.  Her  royal  father,  the 
duke  of  Brunswick,  falling,  as  it  must  be 
remembered  and  lamented  that  he  did 
fall,  at  the  battle  of  Jena,  a  short  time  be- 
fore his  death  of  glory  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
daughter,  assuring  her  of  his  thorough  con- 
viction of  her  innocence ;  and  another  to 
his  Majesty^  recommending  her  to   bit 
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protection,  and  begging  bim  to  be  the  de- 
fender of  her  injored  honour.  And,  Sir,  if 
this  illuitrious  hero  has  still  in  death  the 
power  to  know  the  destinies  of  a  child  he 
80  dearly  loved  in  life,  must  his  indignant 
spirit  witness  her  the  victim  of  sorrow, 
degraded,  insulted,  neglected,  and  de- 
serted, without  the  splendour,  without  the 
respect,  without  even  the  degree  of  atten- 
tion due  to  her  rank  and  situation  ;  with- 
out one  tender  solace  of  domestic  happi- 
ness as  a  wife,  or  as  a  mother,  to  cheer  the 
dull  gloom  of  her  retirement  ?  without  the 
possibility  of  vindicating  her  character, 
which  has  been  so  wantonly  and  myste- 
riously attacked  ? 

What,  Sir,  shall  the  boasted  liberty  of 
this  country  be  henceforth  considered 
but  as  an  empty  name !  Shall  that  soil, 
which  has  been  hitherto  said  to  confer,  in- 
stantaneously, freedom  on  the  most  abject 
slave  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  tread  it 
—must  this  sacred  soil  lose  its  long-ac- 
knowledged charm,  and  sink  to  the  lowest 
leviel  in  the  scale  of  nations !  Shall  this 
House,  distinguished  as  it  has  been  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  in  the  cause  of  the  poor 
African,  deny  the  smallest  portion  of  the 
same  Christianlike  balm,  to  heal  the 
wounds  of  a  Priticess !  Or  is  it  for  the 
slave  alone  that  the  manly  heart  can  feel, 
or  the  eloquent  tongue  can  plead  ?  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  House,  if  the  very  circum- 
stances of  the  Princess  Charlotte  being  at 
all  permitted  to  see  her  mother,  is  ni^t  a 
strong  proof  of  hei*  innocence ;  as  her 
▼isits  ought  to  be  altogether  prohibited,  if 
hjer  mother  were  an  unfit  person  for  her 
iK>ciety?  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  docs  not  con- 
sider her  as  innocent,  when  he  writes  to 
her,  as  a  proper  compliment  to  his  future 
mother-in-law,  to  inform  her  of^his  ap- 
proaching nuptials  with  her  daughter. 
$he  has  received  also  letters  of  congratu- 
lation from  the  Prince  and  Princess 
Dowager  of  Orange.  I  should  not  be  at 
all  astonished  to  bear  the  publication  of 
these  letters  objected  to.  But,  Sir,  I  can- 
not see  any  other  course  she  had  left  to 
take.  She  had  already  written  to  you. 
Sir,  who  so  ably  and  so  honourably  fill  that 
chair  which  I  am  now  addressing?.  She 
next  wrote  to  the  Chancellor,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Regent  himself.  I  need  not 
inform  the  House  with  what  efiect.  She 
had  therefore  no  resource,  but  an  appeal 
to  the  hearts  and  understandings  of  her  fu- 
ture subjects.  But,  Sir,  if  a  precedent  were 
wanting  to  vindicate  her  conduct  on  this 


occasion,  it  would  be  easy  to  find  onei  and 
that  of  the  highest  authority.     It  mmt  be 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  Hoaae,  that  ia 
the  year  1804,   his   royal   highneu  '  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  a  spirit  well-worthy 
the   heir-apparent  of  the  British  throoc, 
desirous  of  being  foremost  in  cominaDd  ia 
case  of  invasion,  then  threatened  by-  that 
restless  and  merciless  scourge  of  mankiod 
whose  sun  of  glory  is  now  set,  mod  wboit 
dreams    of  mad  ambition  are  oow^   hap- 
pily at  an  end,  applied  to  his  Majesty  for 
a  command.     His  Majesty  refiiaed  the  re- 
quest ;  the  Prince  felt  his  character  con- 
cerned, and  appealed  to  the  tribunal  of 
the    public,  publishing*  his  letters  to  bit 
Majesty  and  the  duke  of  York.'    The  An- 
nual Register  of  that  year  will  assist  any 
geniUman's  memory  which  may   be  de- 
fective on   this  subject.     Among    many 
strange  and  undefined  charges,  for  want  of 
proving  criminality,    I    have    heard  the 
charge  of  bad  taste  most  commonly  nrged 
against  her.    But,  Sir,  thoogh  I  consider 
bad  taste  as  by  no  means  a  desirable  in- 
gredient in  the  composition  of  a  princeas, 
yet  when  we    reflect  upon  the*  Tariova 
perils  with  which  her  paths  thrdvgh  life 
have  been  beset,  when  we  reBeci  «pon 
her  education  abroad,  and  her  sitoatioo  at 
home,  ought  no  allowances  to  be  made 
for  a  princess  who  has  not  had  the  hap- 
piness to  have  the  taste,  or  at  once  to  ui« 
derstand  the  feelings  or  manners  of  this 
country  ?  But,  Sir,  I  agree  with  her  Royal 
Highness,  that  the  time  chosen  to  pro- 
scribe  her  is  peculiarly  galling;  and  I 
feel  the  full  force  of  that  part  of  her  letter 
which  applies   to    the  approach    of  her 
daughter's  nuptials  and  the  event  of  her 
own  coronation.    And  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  if  she  is  to  be 
excluded  from  either  of  these  ceremonies  ? 
I  hope  when  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  marriage  are  g^ranted  by  parliament^ 
they  wiJI  be  granted  conditionally,  that 
the  marriage  shall  be  a  public  one,  and 
that  the  Princess  of  Wales  shall  appear  at 
it  with  the  consequence  and  splendour  daa 
to  her  situation. 

I  could  have  wished.  Sir,  that  at  a  time 
when  the  peace  of  Europe  is  settling,  that 
of  England  might  have  been  confirmed  ; 
and  that  no  unhallowed  difference  might 
have  intruded  itself  on  the  presence  of 
imperial  and  royal  visitors,  to  quench  the 
flame  of  enthusiasm,  and  check  the  full 
tide  of  gratitude  flowing  towards  those  ta 
whom,  under  Providence,  we  are  so  sig- 
nally indebted.     Under  all  circnmitancea* 


10S7]  Og  Pmem  of  Wda. 

her  Roy  nl  Highness,  to  use  ber  own  wordi« 
is  entitled  to  be  proved  gailty,  or  treated 
ag  innocent.  Sbe  has  a  right  to  claim 
|bis>  which  is  the  common  birth-right  of 
|be  English ;  she  has  a  right  to  claiqi  it 
as  a  subject,  as  a  fellow-  creature,  as  the  wife 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  as  the  mother 
of  our  future  dueen.— I  shall  now  beg 
leave  to  th^nk  the  House  for  its  indul- 
gence, hoping  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
though  he  refused  to  answer  my  question 
on  a  former  occasion,  will  make  some  at- 
tempt to  justify  the  case  of  which  I  com- 
plain ;  and  I  call  upon  him,  or  any  other 
gentlemin,  in  or  out  pf  this  House,  if  they 
know  any  thing  against  her  Royal  High- 
ness,  to  come  forward  and  declare  it. 
She  is  willing,  if  proved  guilty,  to  be  con- 
nidered  so ;  but  if  not^  she  has  a  right  to 
be  treated  as  innocent.  I  now  beg  leave 
to  move, 

<'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
io  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
.to  pray  Lis  Royal  Highness  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  acquaint  this 
House,  by  whose  advice  his  Royal  High>- 
ness  was  induced  to  form  the  "  fixed  and 
unalterable  determination  never  to  meet 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales 
upon  any  occasion,  either  in  private  or 
public,"  as  communicated  by  his  Royal 
Highness  to  her  Majesty ;  together  with 
the  reasons  submitted  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness, upon  which  such  advice  was  founded/' 

Mr.  Mariin  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baihwru  gave  the  hon.  gentleman 
full  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  motives ;  but 
denied  that  it  was  within  the  province  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  interfere  in  this 
case.  He  observed,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  principally  commented  on  the 
Letter  of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  for  which  his  Majesty's  minis- 
.ters  were  certainly  not  responsible.  The 
notice,  however,  which  he  had  originally 
given,  was,  that  he  would  move  an  ad- 
dress "  to  know  who  had  given  the  advice 
by  which  her  Royal  Highness  had  been 
excluded  from  the  Queen's  drawing- 
room."  The  hon.  gentleman  had,  how- 
ever,  now  moved  for  an  address  of  a  very 
different  nature,  and  wanted  to  be  inform- 
ed "  by  whose  advice  his  Royal  Highness 
had  been  induced  to  form  the  unalterable 
determination  of  never  meeting  the* 
Princess  of  Wales,  either  in  public  or 
private."  This  was,  indeed,  a  question  of 
a  very  different  nature,  and  a  proposition 
which  he  thought  it  was  impossible  for  the 
House  to  entertain.    He  moit  observe, 
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that  there  waf  no  prohibition  against  the 
Princess  of  Wales  attending  her  Majesty '• 
drawing-room.    The  Prince  bad  only  sig- 
nified  his  determination  of  not  meeting 
her  there ;  and  if  she  had  persisted  in  what 
she  wa^  pleased  to  term  her  right  of  at* 
tending*  it  would  have  then  been  a  seriouf 
consideration  for  the  Prince  Regent,  whe- 
ther he  would  go  himself  or  not.    Anr 
discussion  on  this  subject  would  come  with 
more  propriety  when  the  future  establish* 
ment  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  should  b^ 
moved  for,  in  case  of  her  marriage,  and 
that  her  mother  was  not  present  at  that 
ceremony.    Another  hon.   member  had 
intimated  his  intention  of  discussing  tho 
subject,  should  that  occasion  take  place. 
It  was  not  an  imusual  thing  for  members 
of  the  royal  family  to  be  excluded  from 
the  court  of  the  sovereign.     It  was  a  thinf 
which  had  frequently  happened,  without 
any  imputation  against  the  character  ojf 
those  branches  of  the  royal  family  who 
were  so  excluded,  or  without  any  enquiry 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  exclusion.    Thif 
had  happened  at  different  times  during 
the  reigns  of  George  the  first  and  George 
the  second,  when  dissensions  between  the 
reiening  monarch  and  the  Prince  of  Walei 
had  been  carried  to  a  greater  height  than 
any  dissensions  which  had  since  occurred 
among  the  members  of  the  royal  family. 
The  object  of  the  hon.  gentleman  appear- 
ed to  be,  to  restore  the  Princess  of  Walef 
to  the  Queen's  drawing-rooms  ;  but  could 
the  House  call  upon  his  royal  highness  t^^ 
Pcince  Regent  to  change  that  sentiment 
which  had  obtained  sqch  full  possession  of 
hiA  mind,  a^  to  lead  him  to  wi^h  for  her 
exclusion  ?  With  cegard  to  future  consi- 
derations, which  hfAd  been  alltided  M>«  ^bey 
were  not  now  before  .the    House.    Th.e 
only  thing  which  they  had  under  their 
consideration  was,  the  restriction  of  the 
Princess  from  attending  the  Queen's  draw« 
ing-rooms  during  the  present  month.     He 
did  not  conceive  that  this  restriction  tie* 
cesierily  imputed  any  anio)psity  to  her 
Royal    Highness.     Those  unhappy  dis- 
agreements between  the  prince  Regent 
and  the  Princess  of  Walea  might  have 
originated  in  difference  of  taste,  and  in 
many  causes  wholly   unconnected    with 
guilt  or  innocence.     He  had  omitted  to 
state,    that    two    Toyal    duchesses    (the 
duchesses  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester) 
had  been   excluded   from    the  drawing* 
rooms  of  the  Queen,  because  their  mar* 
riages  were  disapproved  of;  and  yet  par« 
liament.had  never  tbpugbl  it  proper.to  in* 
(3Y) 


r 


1059]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Mr.  Meihuen't  MoHm  tapteling 


(1060 


lerfere  on  the  occasion.  With  regard  to 
the  minute  of  council,  on  which  so  much 
stress  had  been  laid,  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  it  made  a  distinction  between  crimi- 
nality and  other  minor  charges.  The  ac- 
quittal was,  therefore^  not  altogether  so 
complete  as  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
maintained.  He  could  not  aroid  express- 
ing his  opinion,  that  the  more  appeals  were 
made  to  the  public,  and  the  more  this  un- 
happy subject  should  be  agitated,  the 
more  irritation  would  be  produced  by  it, 
and  the  more  injury  would  be  done  to  the 
peace  of  the  royal  family.  The  House 
were  now  called  upon  to  interfere  merely 
about  the  etiquette  of  a  drawing-room. 
This  was  what  he  thought  they  ought  not 
to  be  called  upon  to  do  ;  and  therefore  he 
should  give  his  negative  to  the  address 
proposed. 

Mr.  Whiibread. — ^The  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  defence  of  the  advice 
be  has  given,  has  been  like  the  advice  it- 
self^ special,  minute,  wavering— assuming 
a  right-~«  right  to  exclude,  and  acting  as 
if  he  were  conscious  the  parly  advised  had 
no  such  right.     Sir,   I  maintain  that  a 
great  indignity,  a  harsh  disgrace,  a  cruel 
and  unmerited  punishment,  has  been  in- 
flicted on  an  innocent  person,  on  a  subject 
of  the  crown— who  was  by  that  crown 
protected  as  long  as  it  had  moral  and 
mental  life  and  energy  to  protect  hers. 
At  one  time  the  right  hon.   gentleman 
ihronk  from  the  contest — he  divested  him- 
telf  of  all  responsibility^he  was  ashamed 
of  his  own  act  arid  deed — of  the  advice 
that  he  had*  given.    The  sovereign  and 
cr<fwn  was  left  by  him  to  trample  upon 
any  subject — to  gratify  its  own  unadvised 
and  unconfronted  vindictive  resentments. 
Yet  at  the  end  of  his  speech  he  lets  us 
know  that  theoovereign  power  did  not  act 
for  itself.    That  there  were  advisers— that 
he  could  name  them,  could  give  them  up 
if  the  House  should  call  upon  him  so  to 
do.    Let  them  come  forth !  He  has  treated 
this  as  being  only  an  exclusion  from  an 
assembly— from  a'^fete ;  but  a  positive  ex- 
clusion, the  advisers  dared  not  warrant- 
that  was  a  proceeding  too  manly.    It  was 
an  affront  to  be    operated    through  the 
Queen  consort  of  that  monarch  who,  when 
the  King  had  the  use  of  his  faculties,  had 
commanded  her  to  receive  the  Princess  of 
Wales  at  her  court,  as  the  symbol  of  her 
entire  innocence — of   her  complete   ac- 
quittal.   This  reception  continued  till  the 
King's  indisposition ;  and  then  the  Kegent 
Tvaa  advised  to  employ  the  Queen,  his 


mother,  to  banish  the  Princen  of  Waki 
from  court.    Could  this  advice  haTe  been 
risked  had  the  King  mentally  ozieled?-* 
Ob,  no  !  He  should  have  thought  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  hie  colleagws 
would  have  been  eager  in  their  odTice  t» 
conciliate  and  to  calm }  to  proclaim  tin 
innocence  they  had  so  often  declared-- 
but  the  reverse  is  the  case.     The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  as  he  knows   the  Kng 
cannot  contradict  him,  baa  Tentared  tt 
throw  out  an  insinuation,  ai  if  the  aeaeitioa 
made  of  the  complete  approbalion.  tin 
affectionate  attachment  of  the  King^  wm 
not  well  grounded.     The   King  cannot 
speak — and  he  quotes  the  King,  to  wonnd 
through  his  side  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
This  is  of  a  piece  with  the  whole  of  their 
proceedings.     I  will  not  repeat  what  t 
noble  lord,  who,  be  it  remembered«  is  not 
a  party  to  this  advice,  said  on  a  former  de- 
bate on  this  subject-^nbr  the  testimony 
given  by  all,  of  the  Princess't  entire  inm^ 
cence:     I  maintain  that  the  King  Cfadught 
her  so,  and  the  Princess  is  to  convinced. 
He  proved  that  he  thought  so  by  his  kind- 
ness  and  cordial  reception.    When    the 
King  was  well,  no  man  would  have.dared 
to  deny  it.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 
durst  not  have  done  it ;  but  if  he  qnestiom 
the  right  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  appear 
where  the  King  placed  her ;   it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  she  will,  notwithstanding  the 
moderation  shv  has  evinced,  accept  the 
advice  to  appear  at  court,  and  then  let « 
see  who  will  sdvise  that  admittance  ho  re- 
fused to  her.    As  to  stirring  the  qoestiOB-* 
I  ask  who  has  stirred  it  ?^s  it  the  peisen 
who  vindicates  her  own  innocence  frosa 
unjust  and  foul  aspersions;   who  follows 
the  example  set  her  by  the  Prince  Regent 
himself,  m  publishing  to  the  world  what 
affected  her  honour  and  character ;  or  is 
it  those  who  directed  this  cruel  oatragSt 
this  unprovoked  indignity,  that  has  oeca- 
sioned  this  affront  ?   Has  she  complauied 
that  her  near  relations  have  been  proTonted 
from  visiting  her— 'that  it  has  been  inti> 
mated  to  all,  that  to  visit  her  w%s  to  os> 
elude  themselves  from  the  court  ?~-To  all 
the  injuries  she  has  borne,  she  has  anb- 
mitted  in  silence.    Where  does  the  bnitleB 
rest  of  agitating  the  question  ?— Upon  those 
who  have  planned  and  advised  this  fbnl 
indignity  and  Injustice. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  quoted 
precedent  from  history ;  but  as  to  the  caaea 
of  George  1,  and  2,  in  both  these  the 
charges  were  specific.  Lofd  Hardwicko 
has  left  an  account  of  the  latter  case,  and 
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also  what  the  advisers  of  the  crown  then 
did,  and  what  was  the  opinioo  of  each. 
He  said  himself*  while  advising  conciliatory 
measures,  all  this  may  be  brought  before 
parliament ;  but  now  the  ministers  will  tell 
nothing.     Lord  Hardwicke  says,    parlia- 
ment may  call  for  tiiese  .papers ;  but  the 
right  hon.    gentleman    says,    parliament 
shall  not  hear  one  word— you  shall  hear 
nothing  from  us.     George  the  second  di* 
rected  the  publication  of  all  the  papers 
that  had  passed  between  his  son  and  him- 
aelf,  and  circulated  them  among  the  forei^ 
ministers,  that  all  the  world  might  know 
the  grounds  on  which  he  had  acted.    So 
different  from  the  unmanly  ministers  of  the 
present  day,  who  devise  schemes  to  attack 
a  woman  a  thousand  ways,  and  contrive 
ten    thousand    obstacles   to   her  defence. 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  talks*of  this 
as  being  only*  an  exclusion  from  a  common 
assembly.     Is  it  then  nothing  that    her 
nephews — that  her  future  son-in-law,  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  has  so  announced 
himself  to  her — her  near  relation,  the  king 
of  Prussia — the  emperor  of  Russia — the 
immortal  Blucher,  the  companion  of  her 
father  in  arms — is  it  nothing,  that  they 
should  remark  the  absence  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  be  told  it  is  for  reasons  unde- 
fined, and  of  which  the  Regent  alone  con- 
tinues the  judge?    Sir,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  her  situation,  such  infliction  is 
worse  than  loss  of  life^t  is  loss  of  reputa- 
tion; blasting  to  her  character,  fatal  to  her 
fame.     I  ask,  would  the  King  have  con- 
sented that  the  marriage  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales  should  have  taken  place 
in  private— have   been    smuggled    in    a 
corner?    that  event  which  is  to  bring  a 
thousand  blessings  upon  this  country,  to 
be  celebrated  in  a  corner  ?    Shall  we  con- 
sent then  that  it  should  be  so  performed  ? 
No,  the  parliament  will,  and  all  the  nation 
will,  demand  that  this  marriage  shall  be 
public,  and  that  the  Princess  of  Wales 
shall  be  there— in  the  state  becoming  her 
rank  and  station.    Now,  as  to  an  event 
which  sooner  or    later  must  happen— I 
mean  the  demise  of  the  crown^s  the 
Princess  of  Wales  to  be  crowned  ?    She 
must  be  crowned.    Who  doubts  it  ?   One 
hears  it  whispered  abroad,  a  coronation  is 
not  necessary.     I  believe  it  is.     Will  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  say  it  is  not?    He 
dares  not  say  so ;  crowned  she  must  be, 
unless  there  be  some  dark  base  plot  at 
work,  some  black  act  yet  to  do ;  unless  the 
parliament  consent  hereafter  to  be  made  a 
party  to  some  nefariooa  traoaaction.    If  it 


is  their  intention  to  try  the  question  of 
divorce,  let  them  speak  out.    These  pro- 
ceedings materially  aiTect  the  succession 
of  the  crown.    Where  is  the  limit  to  the 
inquiries  after  former  transactions — these 
searches  after  trial  and    acquittal  ?    Yet 
after  all  the  search  what  have  they  found  I 
Nothing,  but  an  irresistible  refutation  of  all 
accusation.     Where  are  these  accusations 
to  stop?    They  may  impeach  the  legiti- 
macy of  the  htiress  of  the  crown,  now  to 
be  married  to. the  prince  of  Orange.     Now 
it  is  time  for  this  House  to  interfere.     Let 
better  counsel  be  given  to  the  Regent,  and 
undo  what  has  passed— people    do    this 
every  day  ;   it  is  the  tribute  paid  by  fiery 
passions  to  conviction  and  returning  reason. 
Sir  R.  Walpole  prided  himself  in  the  re- 
conciliation  he  effected  between  George 
the  first  and  the  then  Prince  of  Wales  ;  it 
was  a  conciliating  minister  who  did  this  ; 
happy  would  it  be  if  our  ministers  would 
follow  his  example.      One    would   have 
thought,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  period 
when  it  was  an  object  to  represent  the 
royal  family  as  united,  this  was  that  very 
period.    The  people  maintain  that  family 
not  only  for  state  and  show,  but  for  their 
examples  of  moral  and  domestic  virtues ; 
what  the  King  so  uniformly  shewed,  and 
what   have  endeared   him   to  his  peoplt 
more  than  itny  other  circumstance  of  his 
reign.     Let  it  not  then  be  said,  that  tht 
emperor  of  Russia  finds  one  person  whom 
the  law  does  not  protect,  who  is  exposed 
to  outrage  and  insult ;  and  that  person,  the 
wife  of  the  Prince  Regent :— that  for  one 
subject  of  the  crown  there  is  no  redress.. 
Now,  Sir,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has 
not  a  doubt  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  having 
a  right  to  appear  at  court,  the  use  of  which 
she  has  consented  at  present  to  wave,  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  if  she  finds  not  pro- 
tection in  this  House,  the  last  refuge  of  the 
destitute  and  oppressed,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
she  will  be  advised  to  assert  her  right,  and, 
however  reluctantly,  te  dare  the  advisers 
of  the  Regent  directly  to  execute  their  in- 
tentions. 

Mr.  Stuari  Wortky  said,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  motion,  as  he  could  not  think 
it  in  parliamentary  form  ;  but  haying  as- 
signed that  reason,  he  thought  a  great 
deal  in  the  way  of  sacrifice  upon  this  sub- 
ject was  doe  to  the  public  mind.  Like 
an  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread),  he  never  expected  to  have  the  sub- 
ject brought  forward  again ;  but  he  could' 
not  help  saying,  that  he  thought  the  pre- 
sent proceeding!  against  the  Princess  oC 
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Wales  were  cruel  in  the  extreme,  aad  he 
could  not  acquit  the  parties  who  had 
adopted  this  hew  proceeding  against  her 
of  cruelty.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
hear  qo  more  of  it ;  he  lamented  the  re- 
vival of  it  as  a  great  misfortune  at  this 
lime,  in  particular,  when  such  illustrioas 
relatives  and  strangers  were  about  to  visit 
that  court,  from  which  she  was  so  stu- 
diously  excluded ;  and  it  appeared  to 
him  most  strange,  that  while  the  whole 
world  were  rejoicing  on  the  return  of 
peace,  and  the  subsiding  of  all  animosities 
among  nations  of  every  description,  this 
illustrious  individual  should  be  the  only 
exception  in  the  general  joy,  and  the  only 
person  excluded  from  enjoying  it.  He 
should,  however,  vote  with  the  right  hon. 
genileman,-  (Mr.  Bathurst)  against  the 
address. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  had  listened  to  the  hon. 
gentleman's  resolution  or  address  with 
much  attention,  but  could  not  vote  in  its 
favour ;  because  he  had  ever  found,  in  the 
history  of  the  councils  of  princes,  that 
resolutions  such  as  that  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent were  liable  to  change,  and  no  overt 
act  had  been  stated  which  in  his  opinion 
called  for  the  interference  of  the  House. 
He,  however,  deeply  lamented  the  Letter 
sent  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  by  the  Queen ; 
and  bad  hoped  that  what  passed  in  this 
House  last  year  would  have  put  an  end  for 
iever  to  th is  disgraceful  and  injurious  subject. 
It  was  natural  in  the  Princess  of  Wales  to 

Sublish  the  correspondence,  to  vindicate 
erself  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  when 
this  new  indignity  was  cast  upon  her. 
Although  he  objected  to  the  present  mo- 
tion as  unparliamentary,  there  were  con- 
stitutiuiiai  modes  of  proceeding,  which,  if 
resorted  to  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end 
to  the^e  disscntions,  should  have  his  best 
support. 

Mr.  Ellioi  felt  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  motion ;  yet  anxious  that  his  vote 
should  not  be  misunderstood,  or  miscon- 
strued into  any  apprnbatiun  of  the  advice 
given  lo  the  Rt'geiu  :  he  cundemned  it  as 
most  cruel  to  one  illustrious  person  and 
most  injurious  to  the  other. 

Mr.  C,  W,  Wjfnn  perfectly  concurred 
ivilh  the  two  last  speaker^:  he  trusted 
that  the  resolution  of  the  Prince  Regent 
would  not  prove  unalterable;  but  he 
knew  nothing  so  liki  ly  to  render  it  so,  as 
the  pre^i^'Ut  discussions. 

Air.  Mtfiusn  then  said,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponionby)  would 
give  him  the  benefit  of  bii  parliamentary 
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experltoce,  he  would  raadlljr  Witkdmr 
his  present  motion. 

Mr.  IVemgf  said,  he  hoped  the  .b«k 
mover  did  not  consider  hit  friend  jMr. 
Ponsonby)  pledged  to  point  out  to  bm  a 
mode  of  proceeding  in  future.  Hit  rMl 
hon.  friend  had  not  gone  so  fiir.  He  (Mr. 
T.)  said,  there  were  Tarioua  nddea  of 
bringing  forward  the  motion  in  m  diArsai 
shape.^-They  did  not,  indeed, 
present;  but  perhaps  they  woold 
when  gentlemen  bad  time  to  reflect 
the  importance  of  the  subject.  Ono  nbdt 
at  present  occurred  to  him,  suid  no  dmifi 
there  must  be  others.  The  mode  wfaid 
occurred  to  him  was,  for  the  [loil8e«  wImbi 
particular  department  it  was  to  coiilvol  tin 
6nances  of  the  state,  to  bring  forwmrd  a  »•• 
ney  resolution;  for,  said  the  right  bun 
gentleman,  parliament  knew  aniy  of  ui  i» 
come  belonging  to  her  Royal  Highnesaef 
5,000/.  per  annum.  He  spoke  io  Ibe  hm» 
guage  of  parliament.'  At  pitfinnieiil^ 
then,  knew  nothing  more,  tti  flodn 
ought  at  least  to  be  satisfied  \kmt  her 
income  was  equal  to  her  illesliioua  ai* 
tuation.  At  present,  the  HoOia  did  not 
know  it.  They  would  recollect,  Uie%  on 
her  marriage  with  the  Prince  -of -Welei^ 
the  nation  allowed  125,000/.  for  thdr 
joint  establishment ;  but  of  tbia  there  wal 
only  5,(K)0/.  a  year  at  her  own  diipeael  i 
and  at  present  the  nation  could  not  taH 
how  she  lived,  or  where  she  found  ru^ 
sources.  The  remaining  I20,000l«  was 
for  their  joint  use,  for  the  maintenance  iff 
all  the  splendour  of  their  illustrioas  aitoa- 
tion  in  the  state;  but  the  Home  meat 
judge  what  her  situation  is,  when  it  is 
declared  that  they  can  no  lonoer  breeihe 
the  same  air  together.  The  noose  oegln 
at  least  to  be  satisfied  that  her  Royal  Higin 
ness  was  properly  provided  for.  nai,  ooo- 
tinned  he,  the  right  hon.  gentlemen oppoailt 
will  not  depart  the  House  this  evening 
with  any  great  satisfaction,  considering  iha 
manner  in  which  they  have  oppaead 
themselves  to  this  subject  They  will  go 
home  and  tell  their  colleagues  inofice, 
that  there  is  but  one  sentiment  in  this 
House,  of  the  unbecoming  Indignity,  in* 
suit,  and  cruelty,  ofiered  to  the  Prinoea 
of  Wales ;  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment 
both  here  and  in  the  country  at  large*; 
that  she  is  under  the  protection  tof  thla 
House  and  the  nation ;  that  his  Majealy, 
so  long  as  he  preserved  his  mental  facni- 
ties,  was  her  protector;  and  under 'him 
were  those  ministers  of  the  crown,  bar 
sincere  advocates  -and  protecmn  dnder 
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their  roy*!  mister,  and  pHititvlirly  •  imm 
ble  lord  (Eldon)  who  owed  etery  ihiag  in 
life  to  his  royal  mmster,  now,  io  ficl»  nn- 
hftppily  tciiMcioQs  of  affording  protec* 
tion  to  her  Royal  Highneet  any  longer ; 
but  the  noble  lord  owe^  the  continuance 
of  that  protection  to  her  Royal  Highness 
in  gratitude  to  his  royal  master,  in  con- 
sistency of  his  own  conduct,  and  in  justice 
io  her  Royal  Highness ;  and  the  beat  im- 
pression which  the  noble  lord  can  now  re- 
ceive on  these  grounds,  WoukI  be  Io  fe?ise 
his  own  written  opinions  and  ad?iees,  and 
his  own  conscience  would  dictate  to  him 
the  course  he  ought  io  pursue.  He  re- 
commended lo  the  right  hon.  ffentlemen 
opposite  forthwith  to  contull  that  Jioble 
lord  and  his  conscience ;  and  for  once  to 
take  advice,  if  they  will  not  fiwe  it  where 
and  when  it  is  their  doty.  He  said,  this 
subject  could  not  rest  where  it  was-^M>me- 
thiog  must  be  done,  and  that  efiectually. 
He  hoped  it  woald  be  done  before  the 
next  day  ;  and,  if  not,  he  should  be  ready 
to  support  whaterer  motion  might  be 
brought  forward  to  insure  ^at  end.  And 
with  respect  to  the  next  drawing-room, 
he  said,  if  they  did  not  make  the  satisfac- 
tory arrangement  to  wbioh  be  alluded,  be 
ihought  her  Royal  Highness  would  do 
right  to  maintain  her  own  dignity,  and  her 
own  rank,  and  not  be  kept  away, 

Mr.  Methueii  rose  again  and  said,  he 
trusted  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  be  attended 
to ;  and  in  the  persuasion  that  something 
effectual  would  be  done,  he  would  consent 
to  withdraw  hts  prsseat  motion,  with  the 
understanding  that  he  should  bring  the 
question  forward  again  in  some  ^hape 
which  the  experience  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  bis  ff tends  might  suegest 
as  more  eligible  than  the  present,  if  the 
necessity  of  the  case  should  unhappily 
disappoint  his  hopes  and  compel  the  imer- 
lerence  of  parliament. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


Juin  6,  1814. 
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Monday,  Jtme  6. 

CoaN  Laws.]  The  duke  of  Rutland, 
the  earl  of  Lonsdale,  lord  Bolkeley,  lord 
Boringdon,  and  others,  presented  petitions 
from  Sunderland,  Derby,  Plymoath»  and 
other  places,  against  the  Corn  Laws. Bills. 
*^The  duke  of  bossex  presented  two  Pe- 
titions to  the  same  ellect  ffnm  the  wards 
of  Cripplegate  Withoot:and  Within,  in  the 
city  .of  •London.    (Fhaae^eeEfrlaUjaQ.the 


table;   some  of  them   signed  by  about 
6,000  persons. 

Earl  Sumhape,  some  t|me  after wardi^ 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  nom^ 
ber  of  petitions  against  the  proposed  a- 
teration  of  the  Com  Laws.  He  presented 
them  with  great  pleasure  to  theii  lord* 
ships'  consideration,  because  he  wam  con- 
vinced that  the  intended  measure  on  this 
subject  was  absurd — it  was  far  from  being 
well  considered— it  was  unfounded  in  ita 
principle,  and  would  be  injurious  in  its 
consequences.  It  was  calculated  to  raise 
the  price  of  proTisions,  and  consequently, 
to  increase  the  price  of  labour ;  and  then 
their  lordships  ought  to  calculate  the  ii»- 
jury  which  such  a  system  would  do  to  the 
manofacturer  of  the  country,  who  would 
thereby  be  disabled  from  coming  at  ^ 
moderate  rate  into  the  market  &aides» 
their  lordships  should  reflect,  that  if  our 
manufactures  were  enhanced  by  the  high 
price  of  provisions  and  of  labour,  fteana- 
engines  would  be  set  to  work  in  other 
countries ;  and  even  the  most  able  work- 
men here«  who  had  brought  our  manofso^ 
tares  to  such  a  prosperous  state,  would  be 
induced  to  go  abroad,  and  then  our  maau- 
factures  would  no  longer  come  into  com- 
petition with  those  of  foreign  nations.  If 
our  manufactures  were  thus  injured,  oqr 
commerce  would  be  injured  also ; — and  |f 
our  commeree  were  to  be  iiyured,  we 
should  lose  the  only  foundation  upon 
which  rest  the  strength  and  glory  of  our 
navy.  That  this  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  intended  system,  was  ob?ious;  and 
that  the  price  of  labour  would  be  high  in 
proportion  to  the  price  of  provisions,  was 
incontrovertible.^ Hear,  hear!  from  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale.)— Said  lord  Stanhope, 
^  the  noble  lord  near  me  may  cry  Hear, 
hear !  but  though  I  cannot  comment  upon 
his* speech,  because  he  has  not  made  any, 
I  can  comment  upon  his  book,  where  be 
has  delivered  his  sentiments/'  In  refer- 
ring to  the  arguments  of  those  who  re- 
commended this  measure  of  raising  the 
;price  of  bread,  one  point  laid  down  by 
them  was,  that  if  free  importation  were 
.permitted,  it  would  discoarage  the  growth 
of  com  in  this  country ;  and  then  if  it 
should  happen  that,  when  we  had  not  gotm 
field  of  corn  of  our  own,  foreign  countricp 
should  take  the  advantage  of  our  situation, 
and  stop  the  importation,  we  should  be 
immediately  reduced  to  a  state  of  famine, 
and  consequently  be  ruined.  It  was, 
however,  not  his  intention  to  lose  sight 
of  certain  prorisioBs  which  wonldpro- 


1067]     HOUSE  OP  LORDS, 

tect  us  from  ^ach  a  dreadful  situation  as 
to  apprehend  a  famine  from  our  de- 
pendence on  foreign  countries.  —  But 
there  was  a  mode  which  would  ^Toid 
the  efils  of  both  these  extremities;  for 
whatever  were  the  taxes  to  be  retained, 
let  those  which  affect  the  price  of  provi- 
lions  be  taken  off,  and  then  the  farmer 
would  be  able  to  sell  his  corn  in  defiance 
of  the  importation.  He  saw  the  noble  ear! 
in  the  red  coat  over  the  way  (the  earl  of 
Liverpool  being  dressed  in  his  uniform  as 
lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports)  who  was 
DOW  our  commander  in  chief;  and  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  that  it  was  his  intention,  and 
that  of  ministers,  to  continue  the  property- 
tax;  though,  perhaps,  not  the  whole  ten 
per  cent,  yet  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  it.  Why  they  should  be  induced  to  do 
io,  he  knew  not,  but  understood  the  noble 
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(lord  Lauderdale)  would  take  apon  fainn- 
self  to  declare,  there  was  not  a  man  in 
either  House  of  Parliament  who  had  any 
such  intention.    The    measure    was    io- 
tended  to  moderate  the  price,  and  in  its  ef- 
fect he  had  no  hesitation  in  taying  it 
would  lower  the  price.    The  noble  earl 
had  laid  down  a  proposition  which  was 
wholly  unfounded  in  its  principle.     The 
price  of  labour  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that     of    provisions;    when    proTisions 
had  been  low,  the  price  of  labour  had 
been    high.      The  noble  earl    (Lauder- 
dale) stated,  that  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed had  been  justified  by  ezperieoce  ia 
former  years,  and  he  adverted  to  the  efiect 
which  had  been  derived  from  two  •yateins 
of  an  opposite  description;  and  there  a 
provision,  upon  the  principle  of  the  in« 
tended  alteration,  was  attended  with  a  be* 


earl  had  a^great  liking  for  that  tax,  and  neficial  result, 
coulcl  not  bear  to  give  it  up  altogether.  Earl  Stanhope  was  not  inclined  to  difier 
At  the  same  time,  there  were  other  taxes,  with  the  noble  earl  who  had  just  tat  dowo, 
such  as  the  assessed  taxes  on  carriages,  j  and  had  stated,  that  one  of  the  obierva* 
horses,  &c.  which  were  to .  be  taken  off. '  tions  he  made  was  an  absurd  one ;  for  he 
Now  these  were  the  very  taxes  which  ;  (earl  S.)  had  never  uttered  it;  bat  the 
ought  to  be  continued.  —  "But,  take  noble  earl  (Lauderdale)  having  no  sach  . 
away,''  said  earl  Stanhope,  *'  the  taxes  windmills  of  his  (earl  S.),  he  had  created 
from  the  poor;  take  away  the  taxes  from  windmills  of  hii  own,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  price  of  provisions,  the  taxes  which  j  combating  them.  He  had  never  charged 
affect  the  price  of  bread  and  of  beer ;  take  :  any  set  of  men  with  the  intention  of  in- 
away  that  most  odious  of  taxes,  the  tax  on  creasing  the  price,  of  bread,  and  injaring 
canoles,  the  tax  on  soap,  the  tax  on  salt',  the  poor;  but  their  measure  would  have 
and  all  those  taxes  which  fall  'upon  the  j  that  effect,  and  they  had  blundered  into 
poor  andjndustrious  bees  of  the  commu-  j  it.    The  noble  earl  had  also  contended, 

that  the  price  of  labour  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  of  provisions.  His  argunient 
was  for  an  inverse  ratio,  that  the  lower  the 


nity."  The  noble  earl,  in  conclusion, 
again  adverted  to  the  prayer  of  these  Pe- 
titions, which  only  desired  that  the  pro- 
posed system  might  be  delayed  for  the    price  of  provisions  the  hisber  would  be 


present  session  of  parliament.  He  ac- 
cordingly presented  several  Petitions  from 
different  parishes  in  London  and  its  vici- 
nity, which  were  ordered  to  be  read. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  could  not,  in 
justice  to  the  merits  of  this  subject,  permit 
the  observations  of  the  noble  earl  to  pass 
without  some  remarks,  even  upon  the 
present  occasion.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  state  his  sentiments  at  length ; 
but  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  when 
the  measure  to  which  the  noble  lord  had 
alluded  came  under  their  consideration,  he 
ahould  be  able  to  shew  that  some  of  the 
propositions  he  laid  down  this  night  were, 
instead  of  being  incontrovertible,  com- 
pletely absqrd.  The  noble  earl  had,  in 
the  outset  of  his  statement,  intimated,  that 
the  measure  was  one  intended  by  those 
who  proposed  it  to  raise  the  price  of 
bread,  and  to  do  injury  to  the  poor.    He 


that  of  labour.  He  might  go  on;  hot 
that  was  inexplicable  to  his  mind.  As  to 
the  different  systems  he  had  alluded  tOp 
one  of  them  was  tried  when  there  was 
scarcely  any  national  debt ;  but  that  made 
a  wide  difference  in  respect  to  the  present 
times,  when  the  country  was  loaded  with 
an  enormous  debt,  and  had  to  support  the 
interest  by  taxes. 

The  Petitions  were  then  severally  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


Treaty  of  Pbacb.]  The  earl  of 
pool,  by  the  command  of  bis  royal .  high* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  presented  to  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  entered  into 
between  his  Royal  Highness  on  the  part 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  France.  He 
moved,  "  That  this  Treaty  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  Thorsday  se'nnighty  and 
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that   the  Lords  be  summoned  for  that 
day/' 

Lord  GrenvUle  said,  he  could  not  suffer 
this  very  Tirst  opportunity  to  pass,  without 
stating  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  grief 
and  indignation  he  had  read  that  part  of 
the  Treaty  in  question  which  related  to 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade.  When 
he  recollected  the  unanimous  acquies* 
cence  of  that  House  in  a  proposition  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  their  lord* 
ships  upon  the  subject— when  he  recol* 
lected  the  unifersal  consent  of  almost  all 
nations,  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  pre* 
vent  the  continuance  of  that  most  abo- 
minable and  disgraceful  traffic— -when  he 
considered  that  it  had  been  relinquished 
by  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  upon  the 
common  principles  of  justice  and  religion, 
as  a  high  crime,  and  as  a  practice  which 
should  be  radically  done  away  with«- 
what  must  be  his  astonishment  and  regret, 
his  grief  and  disappointment,  upon  read- 
ing the  article  that  morning  to  which  he 
alluded !  He  trusted,  however^  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  speedy  and  serious  con- 
sideration, whether  there  might  not  be 
e?en  yet  some  mode  in  which  parliament, 
or  their  lordships,  might  act  in  pursuance 
of  their  unanimous  resolution,  with  a  view 
to  the  attainment  of  its  object. 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpool  felt  a  degree  of 
reluctance  in  troubling  their  lordships  at 
the  present  moment  with  any  observations 
on  any  topic  connected  with  the  Treaty 
just  laid  before  them ;  but  be  could  not 
avoid  assuring  the  noble  baron,  that  be 
was  quite  mistaken,  if  he  supposed  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  did  not  feel,  on 
this  particular  subject,  as  much  anxiety 
and  solicitude  as  he  could,  to  effect  the 
completion  of  the  great  object  in  question; 
he  meant  the  universal  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade;  for  they  were  sensible, 
whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  have 
formerly  obtained  with  regard  to  a  par- 
tial abolition,  vet  that  point  being  once 
decided,  they  Felt  it  essential  to  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  proceeded,  that  the 
abolition  should  become  universal.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  article  referred  to, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
concluded,  he  meant  not  at  present  to  ob- 
serve ;  but  he  would  request  their  lordships 
to  postpone  their  judgments  until  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  fully  hearing  the  senti- 
menu  of  his  Majesty's  government  upon 
the  subject. 


Juke  6,  ISH; 
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Corn  Laws.]  A  great  number  of  pe« 
titions  were  presented  against  the  pro- 
posed Corn  Laws,  and  praying  that  their 
consideration  might  be  postponed  till  next 
session.  These  were  received,  and  order* 
ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

One  from  Leeds,  lord  Milton,  who  pre- 
sented it,  stated  to  have  twenty  thousand 
signatures,  although  the  meeting  from 
which  it  originated  took  place  only  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  although  the  petition 
was  not  handed  about  for  signatures. 

Mr.  Thornton  presented  a  petition  from 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  praying  that  their  in- 
terest might  be  protected,  which,  they 
were  of  opinion,  could  be  done  without  in* 
jury  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain.  He  presented  also  a  petition 
from  Crodalming,  and  another  from  King- 
ston, against  the  Corn  Bills  ;  and  observed, 
that  under  the  conflicting  opinions,  he  re« 
commended  that  time  should  be  taken  to 
weigh  more  fully  the  consequences  of  this 
important  measure,  and  to  see  if  the  con- 
flicting interests  might  not  be  reconciled. 

Mr.  Howorih,  in  presenting  a  petition 
from  the,  borough  of  Evesham,  shortly 
stated,  that  private  letters  accompanying 
that  petition  had  informed  him,  that  a  con- 
siderable ferment  had  been  excited  in-tht 
public  mind  throughout  the  country  upon 
this  subject ;  and  although  he  was  aware 
that  parliament  ought  not  to  be  deterred 
from  the  discharge  of  its  duties  by  mere 
clamour,  yet  in  the  present  instance,  no 
positive  necessity  appearing  to  exist  for 
the  present  Bill,  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
House^  whether  it  would  not  be  exer- 
cising a  sound  discretion  to  postpone  fur- 
ther proceedings  until  the  country  should 
have  time,  deliberately,  to  examine  into 
the  true  nature  of  the  proposed  measure. 

On  presenting  a  petition  from  Exeter, 
Mr.  Courtenay  urged  the  propriety  of  at- 
tending to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  by 
postponing  the  further  consideration  of 
the  question  to  which  it  referred  until  the 
next  session. 

Mr.  M,  A.  Ttgflor,  on  presenting  a  pe- 
tition from  Poole,  stated,  that  it  was  signed 
by  a  number  of  respectable  individuals 
who  were  fully  competent  to  form  an  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject.  For  himself,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  en- 
tirely concurred  in  the  wish  of  the  peti- 
tioners.     Indeed,  from  the  moment  the 
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measure  referred  to  was  brought  forward, 
he  had  the  strongest  objections  to  it ;  being 
always  of  o|>inion  that  parliament  ought 
not  to  interfere  ufion  the  subject,  but 
leave  corn,  like  every  other  article  in 
trade,  to  find  its  own  level. 

Mr.  Lockhmt,  upon  presenting  a  petition 
from  Oxfiord,  observed^  that  at  the  meet- 
ing from  which  it  originated,  he  had 
thought  it  bis  duty  to  address  his  consti- 
taents,  with  a  view  to  unpress  upon  their 
minds,  that  the  measure  to  which  the  pe- 
tition referred  was  not  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  consequences  which  the  peti* 
tioners  apprehended.  He  deprecated  the 
sentiment  which  prevailed  among  them 
with  <regard  to  the  motive  of  those  by 
Wihom  that  measure  was  brought  forward. 
He  therefore  told  his  constituents,  that  it 
was  their  interest,  that  it  was  the  imi* 
versal  interest  of  the  nation,  to  encourage 
the  industry  of  our  own  countrymen,  by 
preferring  the  produce  of  our  own  agricul- 
ture to  that  of  foreigners,  and  thos  to 
vender  ourselves  independent  of  foreign 
supply.  This  atatement  be  thought  doe 
to  the  character  of  that  House,  to  that  of 
the  authors  of  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration, and  to  his  own  conscientious 
conviction.  But  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
he  totally  failed  in  producing  the  im- 
pression he  desired ;  and  he  felt  it  right  to 
Hiform  ministers  that  a  considerable  alarm 
prevailed  upon  the  subject ;  and  that  dis- 
tricts, heretofore  remarkable  -for  their 
peaceable  and  orderly  conduct,  were  in  a 
state  of  great  agitation  in  consequence  of 
this  measure.  He  therefore  conceived 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  postpone  any 
further  proceeding  upon  the  measure  un- 
til the  public  mind  was  in  a  better  temper, 
by  being  more  enlightened  respecting  it. 
Ministers  would,  he  bad  no  doubt,  act  with 
firmness;  tempered,  however,  he  trusted, 
with  a  due  degree  of  prudence. 

.Mr.  Canning,  who  presented  a  petition 
firom  Liverpool  with  2'2.000  signatures, 
•aid,  that  he  thought  it  impossible  for  any 
man  who  had  cast  his  observation  about 
for  the  last  ten  days,  not  to  feel,  that  un- 
less some  urgent  and  pressing  necessity 
called  for  its  adoption,  it  would  be  the 
height  of  impolicy  to  urge  the  measures 
referred  to  by  the  petitioners  at  present. 
No  such  urgent  necessity  had  been  shewn 
to  exist ;  and  as  he  was  confident,  without 
pronouncing  any  opinion  upon  the  merits 
of  the  Bill,  that  it  was  not  yet  understood, 
he  recommended  strongly  that  it  should 
not  be  hurried  through  the  House.     In 


whatever  way  the  question  might  be  met, 
or  whatever  might  be  his  ultimate  opinion 
upon  it,  he  was  persuaded  that  a  meaapre 
of  this  nature  ought  not  to  ba  cisrriedp  un- 
less the  general  opinion  of  the  people  out 
of  doors  were  in  its  favour,  Ot|  .these 
grounds,  be  would  be  an  advocate  fojr  any 
proposition  to  postpone  the  farther  pro* 
ceeding  upon  this  measure  at  preaent; 
and  the  more  so  because  he  thpughit  it 
might  be  dispensed  with,  at  leaat  uoiil  it 
should  undergo  further  consideration,  and 
until  a  thorough  understanding  of  ita  cha- 
racter and  object  should  be  piopagated 
among  the  people. 

General  Goacatngiie  supported  the  Tiew 
of  his  right  hon.  colleague;  and,  adveru 
ing  to  a  scoff  applied  to  a  similar  petition 
ktely  presented  from  Bristol,  declared  hii 
conviction,  that  so  universal  and  po  atrong 
was  the  public  objection  to  the  meaanre 
referred  .to,  that  it  .would  be  dangeroiw  te 
the  peace  jof  the  country  to  adopt  it. 

Lord  Levison  Goffrer,  on  presenting  % 
petition  from  Wolverhampldn,  ipoke  in 
the  same  strain.  Mr.  Coke  present  e 
petition  ficom  the  com  growers  and  millers 
of  Norfolk  in  favour  of  the  proposed  al- 
teration in  the  com  laws.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table—as  was  a  petition  of  an  op« 
posite  nature,  presented  by  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  from  Norwich,  which  petition 
the  hon.  member  stated  to  have  13^000 
signatures. 

About  five  o'clock  lord  Castlereagh 
entered  the  House,  for  the  first  time  since 
his  return  from  France,  and  was<greeted 
with  loud  and  most,  animated  cheering, 
frequently  repeated  from  every  part  of 
the  House.  Business  was  for  aome  mo- 
ments suspended.  His  lordship  bowed, 
and  took  bis  seat  amid  the  acclamations  of 
the  memben. 

Petition  of  CLocK-MAKaaa  or  Lon- 
don.] Sir  W.  Curtis  presented  a  Petition 
of  the  master  wardens  and  court  of  assia- 
tants  of  the  art  or  mystery  of  clockmakera 
in  the  city  of  London,  aeuing  forth :  "  That 
the  art  of  making  clocks  and  watches  was 
long  since  established,  and  has  been  car* 
ried  on  in  this  country  with  great  private 
and  public  advantage,  and  has  attained 
unequalled  excellence;  that,  till  within 
a  few  years  past,  more  than  100,000 
clocks  and  watches  have  been  annuallj 
made,  whereby  the  sum  of  at  ieaat 
boo.QOOL  has  been  produced  by  British 
labour,  on  materials  principally  of  British 
produce  \   and  that  many  thousand  arti« 
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sans  were  thereby  usefully  employed ; 
and  that  the  national  advantages  derived 
from  the  perfection  to  which  the  art  of 
clock  and  watch-making  has  been  carried 
in  this  country,  are  not  limited  to  the 
▼aloe  of  its  produce,  but  extend  to  every 
branch  of  manufacture  in  which  machinery 
is  used ;  and  that,  from  the  operation  of 
various  cauMs,  the  value  of  the  clock  and 
watch  manufactory  as  a  source  of  national 
advantage  has  of  late  years  been  greatly 
deteriorated,  and  continues  rapidly  de* 
dining;  the  manufacturers,  deprifed  of 
adequate  employment,  are  obliged  to  seek 
other  means  of  ^bsistence,  and  the  work- 
men in  all  its  branches  are,  in  great  num- 
bers, reduced  to  distress,  or  are  dependent 
'on  parochial  relief  for  support,  and  many 
of  the  superior  workmen,  destitote  of  suit* 
able  encouragement  at  home*  have  been 
seduced  to  foreign  countries,  carrying 
with  them  their  knowledge  and  ability,  to 
construct  and  employ  the  most  valuable 
and  useful  machinery,  whereby  the  prin- 
cipal  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  will 
be  transplanted  and  established  in  foreign 
countries  to  the  exclusion  of  British 
manufactures ;  and  thai  the  former 
prosperity  of  a  manufactory  so  intrinsi* 
cally  and  relatively  impoctant,  was  in  a 
great  measure  attained  by  the  enforce- 
nient  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  act  of 
parliament  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
clock  and  watch  work,  as  well  in  an  in- 
complete as  in  a  complete  state ;  and  that, 
in  the  year  1787,  a  doty  of  27|  per  cen- 
tum was  imposed  on  all  foreign  clocks  and 
watches  imported  into  this  country,  which 
duty  has  subsequently,  from  time  to  time, 
been  increased,  and  now  amounts  to  75 
per  centum  ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  want  of  provisions  adequate  to  the' 
collection  of  such  import  duties,  the  illicit 
introduction  into  this  country  of  foreign 
clock  and  watch  work  has  obtained  to  an 
extent  ruinously  rnjurious  to  the  British 
manufactory,  and  the  advantage  derived 
by  the  smuggler  having  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  the  duties,  the 
illicit  trade  is  now  so  regularly  systema- 
tized, that  the  importers  will  undertake 
the  safe  conduct  and  delivery  of  foreign 
clock  and  watch  work,  without  payment 
of  duty,  in  this  country,  for  10  per  cent, 
on  iu  value,  thus  afibrding  the  illicit 
trader  a  premium  of  65  per  cent,  which 
enables  him  to  undersell  the  British  mano- 
faeturer,  and  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
public  revenue;  and  that  this  facility 
with  which  foreign  clock  and  watch  work 
(  VOL.  XXVlI ) 


is  illicitly  imported  into  this  country,  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  declining 
state  of  the  British  roaiiufsctory ;  and  that, 
during  the  long  continuance  of  the  war, 
the  exportation  of  British  clock  and  watefaf 
work  has  very  much  diminished,  while 
the  illicit  importation  of  foreign  clock  and 
watch  work  has  increased  to  sin  unpre^e- . 
dented  degree  during  the  same  period, 
and,  unless  some  new  remedy  be  opposed 
to  the  evil,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
that,  whenever  a  general  peace  shall  be 
made,  the  condition  of  the  British  manu- 
factory of  clocks  and  watches  will  become 
still  more  calamitous  from  the  increased 
facilities  with  which  foreign  clock  and 
watch  work  will  then  be  illicitly  intro« 
duced  into  this  country,  as  well  for  homer 
consumption  as  for  the  export  trade ;  and 
that. foreign. clocks  and  watches  so  illicitly 
imported  are  openly  exposed  for  sale  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that,  inf 
order  to  obviate  any  impediments  which 
national  preference,  joined  to  the  acknow- 
ledged superiority  of  Enfflish  work,  might 
oppose  to  the  sale  of  foreign  watches^  they 
are  illicitly  imported  in  an  incomplete 
state,  and,  being  made  to  resemble  in  their 
exterior  appearance  English  watches,  ar« 
sold  as  English,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
public  and  the  ruin  of  the  petitioners ; 
and  that  no  permanent  or  effectual  relief 
to  the  distress  of  the  petitioners  can  be  ob- 
tained, unless  the  wisdona  of  parliament 
should  interfere,  and  remove  or  mitigate 
those  evils,  the  existence  and  consequence 
of  which  the  petitioners  most  humbly  re- 
present and  most  sincerely  deplore,  and 
are  prepared  to  prove  to  the  House;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  will  investigate 
the  extent  and  causes  of  the  evils  of  which 
they  complain,  and  will  afford  to  the  peti- 
tioners such  relief  as  to  them  may  seem 
meet/' 

Sir  J.  Newport  observed,  that  although 
the  manufacturers  were  thus  r^ady  to 
come  forward  with  petitions  to  secure  tor 
themselves  the  monopoly  of  their  own 
market  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, yet  they  were  loud  in  complain* 
ingofany  attempt  to  secure  the  advan- 
tages of  the  British  market  to  British 
agriculturista  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
com.  ^  When  some  gentlemen  spoke  of 
freedom  of  trade,  he  thought  they  appeared 
only  to  insist  upon  iu  application  to  agri- 
culture, while  every  restriction  that  could 
benefit  manufacture  was  tenaciously  main- 
tained. If,  indeed,  the  proposition  of  free 
trade  were  applied  generally,  the  Itgie* 
(3Z) 
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lature  \iirould  then  proceed  upon  soand 
principles  ;  but  at  present  be  had  to  com- 
plain, that  the  same  measure  of  protection 
whiich  was  meted  out  to  the  manufacturer 
was  denied  to  the  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
baronet  had  wholly  mistaken  the  petition, 
as  its  only  object  was  to  guard  the  peti- 
tioners against  fraud.  As  to  the  right 
bon.  baronet's  allusion  to  agriculture,  he 
(Mr.  R.)  should  be  ready  to  meet  him  at 
the  proper  time  on  that  point. 

Sir  J.  Newport  insisted  that  he  had  not 
misunderstood  the  Petition ;  as  its  object 
was,  to  render  more  eflTectual  the  law 
which  granted  them  a  monopoly  of  the 
British  market  by  the  comparatif  e  exclu- 
sion of  foreign-manufactures* 

Sir  W»  Curtis  stated,  that  the  petiiioners 
did  not  require  any  monopoly ;  but  only 
asked,  that  foreign  watches  should  not  be 
•o  marked,  that  a  purchaser  should  be 
unable  to  distinguish  a  good  English  watch 
from  an  inferior  foreign  article. 

Mr.  Barham  asked,  for  what  purpose  it 
coald  be  required  to  prevent  fraudulent 
importation,  unless  there  was  a  prohibi- 
tion ?  With  regard  to  the  Petitions  pre- 
sented -against  the  proposed  change  in  the 
com  laws,  he  thought  that  the  House  must 
yield  to  the  public  feeling  on  that  subject; 
for  a  spirit  had  been  excited  out  of  doors, 
which  was  calculated  to  overawe  the  House; 
and  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  sur- 
prise at  the  quartier  from  which  the  appeal 
had  been  recently  made  from  that  House 
to  the  people.  He  never,  indeed,  recol- 
lected any  such  appeal  even  at  Palace-yard 
or  Copenhagen-house.  But  any  man  could 
have  roused  the  feelings  of  the  people 
upon  the  subject  of  food.  It  required  no 
talents  to  produce  such  agitation  as  now 
existed;  but  that  agitation  existing,  no 
one  could  safely  advise  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed farther  in  the  measure  under  conside- 
ration— indeed  the  House  dare  not — (A 
loud  cry  of  Order !  Chair  !  Chair  !) 

The  Speaker  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
the  hon.  member  could  not  advisedly  use 
such  language. 

Mr.  Barham  explained,  that  when  he 
•aid  that  the  House  dared  not  proceed 
farther  upon  such  a  measure  with  a  view  to 
iu  adoption,  he  meant  that  it  dared  not 
adopt  such  a  Bill,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  ;  from  a  consideration 
of  the  alarm  which  prevailed  respecting  it, 
and  the  evils  which  its  adoption  was  but 
too.  likely  ta  produce.  He  meant  the 
House  dared  not  do  that  which  would  be 


contrary  to  its  duty.  The  h6n.  nsembcr 
concluded  with  observing,  that  while  aoine 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  pleaded  for  a 
freedom  of  trade  when  discussing  the  ques- 
tion respecting  corn,  none  of  them  argued 
for  the  universal  application  of  that  priii-i. 
ciple.  On  the  contrary,  those  gentlemen, 
and  especially  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Rose),  were  continually  propoiinc 
regulations  and  restrictions  in  favoar  6i 
manufactures.  For  instance,  no  one 
oftener  proposed  bounties  than  ibat  right 
hon.  gentleman ;  and  all  such  bountica 
operated  as  taxes  upon  the  public. 

On  the  motion  for  referring  the  Petition. 
to  a  committee, 

Mr.  Kose  declared,  that  this  wm  tiie  finfc 
time  he  had  ever  heard  a  member  of  par-. 
liament  observe,  that  there  could  be  no 
fraudulent  importation  unless  there  was  a 
prohibition  ;  while  the  fact  was,  that  not 
a  single  article  was  imported  into  thia 
country  without  being  subjected  to.  tmza* 
tion.  So  much  for  the  hon.  member's  skill 
and  intelligence.  [Hear,  bear !  from  sir 
J.  Newport.]  The  hon.  baronet  night 
cheer,  but  his  statement  was  correcl-4br 
he  recollected  very  few  articles  indeed^ 
not  even  excepting  raw  materials,  which, 
were  not  subject  to  an  import  duty.  Of 
course,  such  articles  might  be  fraudulently 
imported*  The  hon.  member  had  alluded 
to  excitement  upon  this  subject ;  bat  all 
that  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  done  respecting  th% 
corn  laws  could  not,  he  truited,  be  deemed 
irregular;  for  it  consisted  in  his  speech 
delivered  in  that  House,  in  which  speech 
he  conscientiously  stated  his  opinion^  In 
that  question,  he  would  ask  what  improper, 
motive  could  be  imputed  to  hlmj  or  hour 
it  was  possible  for  him  in  such  a  case  u\ 
be  actuated  by  any  sinister  consideration  i 
He  declared  that,  independents  of  thn 
speech  alluded  to,  he  had  offered  nothing 
*to  excite  any  petition  upon  this  question* 
Even  to  Southampton,  which  was  repre- 
sented by  a  relation  of  his,  he,  wben.ap^ 
plied  to  upon  the  subject,  merely  sent  thn 
resolution  of  that  House,  without  any  ad« 
vice  whatever  how  the  electors  of  than 
town  should  proceed.  In  fact,  he  did  not 
believe  that  any  excitement  had  bee|insed« 
or  was  at  all  necessary,  among  the  peopU 
upon  this  question.  On  the  contrary,  h# 
regarded  the  petitions  on  the  table  quilA 
as  the  spontaneous  expression  of  the  publio 
opinion.  Whether  that  opinion  waa  cor- 
rect or  not,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  wan 
spontaneous ;  and  it  was  evidently  so  de<- 
cidad  against  the  proposed  change,  that 


1077] 


IVeaiyff  Peace* 


Svn6,  m^ 


110T8 


€irery  considierate  roan  must  see  the  necet- 
lity  of  accedirfg  to  the  wish  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  tJie  representative  for  Liver-* 
poo),  that  the  adoption  of  the  measure  re* 
ferred  to  should  be  p6st|)oned,  at  least 
until  it  was  more  folly  discussed  and 
thoroughly  ondtrrstood. 

Mr.  Bttrham  in  explanation  said,  that 
he  had  spoken  only  of  the  effect  produced, 
and  had  not  ealled  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man the  author  of  the  ferment. 

SirJohHNewjK/ri  insisted,  that  the  prayer 
bf  this  petition  had  for  its  object  to  confirm 
a  duty  which  amounted  to  a  prohibition 
on  foreign  watches  and  clocks.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  had  been  so 
much  accustomed  to  being  an  author,  that 
he  seetned  to  ha?e  quite  forgotten  that  he 
not  only  made  that  speech  in  parliament, 
but  afterwards  published  it ;  and,  by  so 
doing,  he  thought  that  he  had  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  ferment  now  existing.  He 
must  insist,  that  the  manufacturers  had  no 
right  to  call  for  protecting  duties  for  them- 
selves, if  they  were  unwilling  that  other 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  should  have 
equal  protection.  This  was  not  fair ;  they 
should  be  content  that  protection  should 
be  meted  out  to  all  classes  with  an  equal 
measure,  or  they  should  not  call  for  it 
themselves.  Was  it  not  hard,  that  while 
protection  was  extended  to  other  classes^ 
the  landholder  should  neither  be  at  all 
protected  from  the  competition  of  foreign 
agriculture,  nor  even  allowed  to  export  his 
own  produce  when  it  would  bring  the 
highest  price  ?  The  landholder  Was  in  fact 
annoyed  in  two  ways ;  first,  he  was  not 
allowed  to  purchase  foreign  commodities 
if  he  could  have  them  on  cheaper  terms,  or 
to  send  his  produce  to  a  foreign  market ; 
while  he  was  denied  the  benefit  of  a  due 
preference  in  his  own  market.  Thus  did 
the  law  provide  for  the  benefit  of  the 
manufacturer,  to  the  .prejudice  of  the 
agriculturist. 

Mr.  Frotheroe  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
petition,  the  only  object  of  which  was  to 
prevent  foreign  watches  from  being  marked 
^ith  the  name  of  any  English  manufac- 
turer, and  so  imposed  as  of  English  manu- 
facture. An  hon.  member  had,  he  ob- 
served, expressed  surprise  at  the  quarter 
by  which  objections  had  been  made,  or,  as 
he  stated,  "  prejudice  excited/'  against  the 
Bill  before  the  House  ;  but  he  (Mr.  P.) 
could  not  help  expressing  his  surprise, 
that  such  a  measure  had  met  no  opposi- 
tion in  another  quarter,  whitb  was  gene* 
rally  forward  to  profess  a  flrtai  regard  for 
the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  people. 


Mr,  W.  Fk%gerald  expressed  his  belief 
and  confidence,  that  any  delay  which  the 
measure  before  the  House  might  expe* 
rience  would  not  serve  to  defeat,  but  to 
ensure  its  ultimate  success.  For  such  a 
measure  required  only  to  be  fully  dia- 
cnssed  and  understood,  to  secure  general 
acquiescence;  as  it  was  meant  and  cal- 
culated for  the  general  good.  It  was  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a  measure  having  only  a 
partial  view  to  the  interests  of  Ireland,  or 
any  particular  quarter,  but  directed  and 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  and 
districts  of  the  empire.  Such  a  measure, 
therefore,  would  not,  he  trusted,  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Protheroe^  in  explanation,  stated, 
that  three  Irish  gentlemen  were  examined 
by  the  committee,  whose  report  was  be- 
fore the  House ;  but  he  triisted  that  evi- 
dence, vfith  respect  to  the  interests  of 
England  and  Scotland,  would  be  examined 
before  such  a  measure  as  that  which  that 
report  recommended  should  be  enacted, 

Mr.  Caanuig  deprecated  the  discussion 
in  which  the  House  was  engaged  ;  as  quite 
inapplicable  to'  the  question  properly  be* 
fore  it,  and  as  jll  calculated  to  cure  the 
animosity,  or  calm  the  inflammation  which 
prevailed  in  the  country,  with  regard  to 
the  measure  fixed  for  consideration  this 
evening,  and  into  which  gentlemen  were 
rather  prematurely  entering. 

The  Petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr..  Whitbread  presented  a  petition 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  practice  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  on  mesne  process.— 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TaxATY  OF  Peace.]  Lord  Oastlereagh 
presented  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity,  signed  at  Paris  the  90th  of  May, 
1814,  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

The  title  was  read  by  the  clerk,  and  it 
was  received  with  loud  cheers. 

Lord  Castlereagh  haTing  moved  that  it 
do  lie  on  (he  table, 

Mr.  ffitberforce  assured  bis  noble  friend, 
that  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  concur  in 
the  salutation  with  which  hfs  noble  friend 
had  been  welcomed  on  his  return  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  was  not  from  anjr 
want  of  personal  cordiality  ;  but  because, 
seeing  the  noble  lord  coming  up  the  Honss 
with  the  French  Treaty  in  his  hand,  and 
calling  to  mind  the  arrangements  made  la 
it  respecting  the  Slave  Trade,  he  could  not 
but  conceive  that  he  Keheld  in  ihm  noble 
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> lord's  hand  the  death-warrant  of  a  molti- 
iude  of  innocent  victims,   men,  women, 
and  children*  whom   he   had  fondly  in- 
dulged   the  hope  of  his  having   himself 
rescued  from  destruction.     To  a  great  ex- 
tent, indeed,  we  had  iheir  preservation  in 
our  own  power ;  to  the  amount  of  the  im- 
portations of  human  beings  which  would 
now  be  made  into  the  colonies   we  had 
given-  up  to  France,  which  colonies  we 
should  only  have  surrendered  on  an  ex- 
press stipulation  that  no  more  slaves  should 
be  imported  into  them  ;  but  in  the  case  of 
these  settlements,    we    had    revived,    or 
rather  we  had  created,  a  trade  in  slaves, 
when  it  had  been  altogether  extinguished. 
It  was  the  constant  error  that  prevailed  on 
this  subject,  and  he  remarked  it  in  the 
Treaty  before  them,  to  speak  of  these 
practices,  and  to  treat  them  as  a  traffic ; 
whereas,  in  fact,  it  was  nothing  less  than 
the   seizing   of  an   indefinite  number  of 
human  beings,  of  both  sexes,  and  all  ages, 
by  every  species  of  fraud  and  force,  and 
ihe  carrying  them  away  in  a  method  which 
included  within  it  the  utmost  intensity  of 
suffering,  from  their  parents,  their  children, 
their  families,  their  friends,  their  country, 
conveying  them  to  a  distant  land,  to  pass 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  and  their  posterity 
/or  ever,  in  a  state  of  degraded  and  hope- 
less slavery.     To  witness  therefore,  the 
revival  of  this  dreadful  evil,  when  -to  so 
great  a  degree  he  had  conceived  it  was 
extinct,  could  not  but  fill  his  mind  with 
the   deepest   grief  ^and  disappointment ; 
and  as  for  the  stipulation,  that  the  French 
themselves  would  join  in  abolishing  the 
trade  in  five  years,  at  the  period  of  life  to 
which  he  had  arrived,  with  the  experience 
he  had  g'^ined,  with  the  historical  and  di- 
plomatic knowledge  he  had  collected,  he 
could  not  be  at  all  sanguine  in  his  hopes  j 
that  this  stipulation  would  actually   take  j 
effect;  and  this  not  from  any  distrust  he  j 
entertained  personally  of  the  head  of  the  j 
French  monarchy,  of  whom,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  di^^posed  personally  to  think 
very  favourably.     But  if  now,  when  the 
French  had  no   capital   engaged    in   the 
Slave  Trade,  not  a  ship,  not  a  merchant, 
fiot  a  manufacturer,  they  yet  cleaved  so 
closely  to  this  abhorred  system,  how  much 
more  must  we  fear  that  they  would  value 
and  cling  to  it,  when  they  would  have  so 
strong  and   manifest  an  interest  in    ad- 
hering to  it,  as  in  five  years  we  must  ex- 
pect them  to  attain.     It  was  not,  however, 
to  give  vent  to  the  feelings  of  an  over- 
loaded mind,  Mr.  W.  said^  that  he  had  now 
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risen,  for  in  truth  his  feelings  were  fiar  too 
deeply  seated  for  him  to  be  thai  estfed  of 
them  :    but  he  rose  chiefly  to  notice  two 
particulars,  to  which  he  intreated  his  noble 
friend's  immediate    attention.     The    first 
respected  the  Treaty  with  Holland,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  not  yet  concluded. 
If  his  noble  friend  could  repoee  so  much 
confidence   in  the  French  stipulation  to 
abolish  the  Slave/Trade  after  five  yeara*  he 
might  be  inclined  to  adopt  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  distant  execution  of  an  agreement 
to  abolish,  in  the  case  of  Holland  also,  and 
we  might  to  her  also  surrender  a  great 
colony,  which  she  would,  for  five  yean* 
be  at  liberty  to-  cultivate  with  imported 
negroes.      He    enlarged  a  little  on   this 
topic,  and  expressed  his  earnest  hopes  that 
his  noble  friend  would  not  then  trust  to  any 
such  distant  speculation.     The  second  paiv 
ticular  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  the 
dreadful  effects  which  would  follow  froos 
fixing  any  certain  number  of  years,  during 
which  the 'Slave  Trade  was  to  go  on  with* 
out  limitation,  and  at  the  end  of  which  it 
was  declared  before-hand  that  it  should 
altogether  cease.     What  was  this,  hut  to 
encourage  slave-traders  to  carry  off,  and 
planters  to  purchase,  as  vast  a  multitude  of 
slaves  as  possible,  while  the  opportunity 
of  carrying  off  or  of  purchasing  should 
continue  to  exist;  and  what  was  this,  in 
plain  terms,  but  a  premium  on  robbery 
and  murder?    what,  but  to  encourage  the 
desolating  fury  of  this  pest  of  society  to 
rage  with  tenfold  fury  ?    Well,  indeed,  on 
a  similar  occasion,  had  a  passage  of  Holy 
Writ  been  applied,  and  with  a  most  charac- 
teristic propriety  of  application  both  in 
point  of  matter  and  of  manner-*-*'  Woe, 
woe,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  for 
the  devil  is  come  down  in  great  wrath, 
knowing  that  his  time  is  short."    But.  hir 
noble    friend,    Mr.    W.    was  persuaded, 
could  not  but  perceive  the  fsAal  conse« 
quences  which  must  follow  from  the  ad- 
mission of  this  principle,  and  would  be  glad 
if  it  were  possible  to  admit  some  nodifi* 
cation  of  it,  by  limiting  the  total  amount 
of  tonnage  which  should  be  ajiowed,  ot 
the  quantity  of  shipping,  or  the  number 
of  slaves  which  should  be  licensed  to  be 
imported    into   each    particular  colony. 
This,  Mr.  W.  repeated,  was  a  considemp 
tion  of  still  more  importance,  because  we 
had  also  surrendered  to  France  her  format 
settlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa.    Hence 
they  would  have  unrestrained  access  to 
the  African  coast,  and,  alas !  to  that  verj 
part  of  it  .which  cor  measures  had  happil  j 
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exenopted  from  the  rayagei  of  this  crnel 
traffic;  and  now,  jast  when  the  chieftains 
were  beginning  to  open  their  eyes  to  their 
true  interests — when  the  natiyes  were  be- 
ginning to  awaken  to  the  principles  of  an 
innocent  and  peaceful  industry,  all  was  to 
be  undone,  and  again  we  were  to  endea- 
vour to  call  forth  their  foruier  savage  ap- 
petites and  practices  ;  again  to  set  nation 
against  nation— village  against  village^ 
family  against  family.  When  he  consi- 
dered the  miseries  that  we  were  now  aboot 
to  renew,  was  it  possible  to  regard  tliem 
without  the  deepest  emotions  of  sorrow  ? 
Still,  as  all  this  was  known  to  his  noble 
friend,  be  would  not  suppose  that  he  could 
lightly,  or  without  what  appeared  to  him 
the  most  imperious  and  almost  irresistible 
necessity,  set  his  hand  to  such  a  treaty. 
For  his  own  part,  indeed,  he  frankly  de- 
clared no  consideration  could  have  induced 
him  himself  to  consent  to  it,  because  it 
was  doing  evil  that  good  might  come ;  it 
was  sacrificing  an  immense  number  of  hu- 
man beings,  in  a  supposed  hope,  that  at 
the  end  of  a  given  period  we  should  ac- 
complish our  object  with  the  general  con- 
sent of  all  parties.  .On  that  head,  Mr.  W. 
declared  he  had  already  said  he  scarcely 
durst  be  sanguine.  Yet  was  there  one 
consideration,  one  animating  and  gratify- 
ing object,  on  which,  even  now,  he  could 
look  with  great  and  unalloyed  pleasure ; 
for  it  was  solacing  and  refreshing  to  the 
mind,  when  sickefted  by  the  view  of  low 
pursuits  and  mercenary  interests,  to  be 
cheered  by  an  exhibition  of  an  opposite 
sort— >to  contemplate  the  dignified  and  ge- 
nerous ill  human  character,  the  genial  and 
beneficent  in  personal  influence*  He  had 
already  said  with  truth,  that  he  entertain- 
ed a  fsfourable  opinion  of  the  principles 
of  the  king  of  France ;  but  he  was  now 
directing  bis  view  to  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
sia—a  man  whose  moral  sublimity  of  con- 
duct in  grand  and  trying  circumstances, 
even  more  than  his  military  prowess,  had 
excited  a  hope  that  he  was  to  be  regarded 
as  the  true  hero,  the  benefactor,  not  of 
Europe  only,  but  of  the  humaD  race.  For 
surely,  Mr.  W.  exclaimedj  this  great  man 
would  never  debase  his  character,  and 
blot  his  fair  fame,  by  favouring  the  revival 
of  a  traffic  of  treachery  and  blood.  Ra- 
ther, he  trusted,  the  emperor  Alexander 
would  exert  himself  in  the  congress  which 
was  to  be  held,  in  secoring,  if  possible, 
the  real  execution  of  the  stipolation  for 
the  termination  of  the  Slavo  Trade  after 
five  years.    Gladly,  Mr.  W«  aaid^  could 


he  dwell  oo  this  more  agreeable  prospect* 
though,  after  all,  he  durst  not  indulge 
such  sanguine  hopes  of  the  real  termioa* 
tion  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  fife  years. 
His  noble  friend  must  allow  for  his  ex* 
treme  regret,  that  when  at  length,  after  • 
laborious  contention  of  so  many  years,  bo 
had  seemed  to  himself  in  some  degree  in 
possession  of  the  great  object  of  his  life*— 
if  then,  when  the  cup  was  at  his  very  lips, 
it  was  rudely  dashed  from  them,  for  a 
term  of  years  at  least,  if  not  for  ever-» 
heartily  did  he  wish,  that  he  might  here- 
after appear  to  have  been  too  despondiog* 
He  would  detain  the  House  no  longer; 
but  he  felt  that  it  was  urgently  necessary 
to  say  what  he  had  done  without  the  least 
delay ;  and  again  he  must  press  tfn  bia 
noble  friend  most  strongly  what  he  bad 
already  urged,  concerning  the  extreme 
importance  of  applying  some  principles 
of  limitation,  as  to  the  manner  of  carrying 
on  the  Slave  Trade,  to  pre? eot  the  dread- 
ful extent  to  which  it  must  otherwise  be 
carried,  during  the  fi?e  bloody  years,  from 
the  very  declaration  that  it  is  then  to 
cease  for  ever.  Only  let  him  reflect  on 
the  dreadful  consequences  which  would  bet 
too  soon  follow  from  the  Treaty  which  was 
then  before  them  ;  and  let  them  considefj 
how  cruelly  severe  was  the  fate  of  that 
unhappy  continent;  the  cessatioii  of  war 
in^his  quarter  of  the  globe,  was  only  to 
renew  hostilities  of  a  still  more  cruel  and 
desolating  character  on  the  unoflending 
inhabitants  of  the  African  continent* 

Lord  CoitUreagh  observed,  that,  in  point 
of  order,  he  might  decline  discussing  this 
interesting  subject  on  the  present  occasion. 
But  from  respect  to  his  hon.  friend,  who 
had  so  immortally  distinguished  himself 
in  the  gpreat  cause  which  he  had  under* 
taken,  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  he 
would  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  He  sin* 
cerely  trusted  that,  although  the  Treaty, 
as  it  regarded  the  abolition  of  that  trade; 
was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  bis 
hon.  friend's  approbation,  it  would  never* 
theless  prove  a  powerful  instmmcnt  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  great  work  in 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  been  so  strenn* 
oos  and  successful  a  labourer.  His  hon. 
friend's  feelings  were  perfectly  natural, 
and  he  hoped  that  in  his  turn  his  hon. 
friend  would  do  him  (lord  C.)  the  jua- 
tice  to  recollect  that,  since  a  portion  of 
the  public  authority  had  been  placed  H 
his  hands,  he  had  not  shown  himself  on* 
mindful  of  his  doty  on  the  subject*  As  to 
the  extension  to  the  other  ceded  cokwiti 
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of  the  principle  which  had  accompanied 
the  cessions  to  France,  it  must  be  recol- 
lected, (hat  in  Holland  the  deep  appre* 
bensions  were  not  to  be  found  which 
existed  in  the  mind  of  the  French  nation 
with  respect  to  their  colonial  commerce. 
Bot  even  as  far  as  the  French  colonies 
were  concerned,  without  anticipating  the 
discussion  on  the  subject,  he  could  assure 
his  hon.  friend,  that  he  acted  under  the 
strongest  instructions  from  gorernment  at 
home,  to  make  every  possible  effort  to 
induce  France  to  relinquish  the  traffic ; 
and  that,  if  be  had  relaxed  in  his  demands 
upon  thai  point,  it  was  because  he  thought 
that  to  relax  would  be  serviceable  to  the 
interests  of  the  cause  itself;  and  that  to 
attempt  to  dictate  to  that  g^eat  nation 
would  be  the  most  injurious  course  that 
could  be  pursued  with  respect  to  it.  But 
although  France  was  not  bound  by  the 
Treaty  to  abolish  the  trade  until  after  a 
certain  time,  he  did  not  despair  that  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  that  period,  at  which 
the  prohibition  of  the  trade  would  become 
mandatory  on  her  subjects,  she  would, 
acting  on  a  liberal  and  enlightened  po- 
licy, mitigate  the  evils,  or  even  accelerate 
the  abandonment  of  the  traffic.  And  he 
was  convinced,  that  in  confiding  in  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  that  monarch 
who  (to  the  blessing  of  Europe)  now  exer- 
cised a  paternal  sway  in  France,  that  he 
would  gradually  apply  those  means  which 
bis  benevolence  would  suggest.  We  had 
acted  a  more  gracious  and  a  more  useful 
pari,  than  if  we  had  ungenerously  made 
use  of  aoy  imperfect  influence  that  we 
might  possess,  to  force  France  to  pursue 
lan  immediate  policy  repugnant  to  her 
views  of  her  own  interest.  With  respect 
(o  the  cause  itself;  it  could  only  be  suc- 
cessful when  ail  nations  should  cordially 
concur  in  the  abolition;  and  in  this  view, 
it  was  a  subject  of  pleasing  contemplation, 
that  France  had  determined  on  the  com- 
plete abolition  at  no  very  distant  day. 
He  could  also  assure  his  hon.  friend,  that 
his  own  wishes  to  see  the  abolition  com- 
plete and  universal,  were  not  more  ardent 
than  he  was  enabled  authoritatively  to 
state  were  the  wishes  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia.  Such  were  also  the  feelings  of 
the  other  two  great  monarchs— the  em- 
peror of  Austria  and  the  king  of  Prussia. 
And  if  there  were  difficulties  in  other 
countries,  arising  out  of  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  their  condition ;  it  was  no 
unimportant  consideration,  that  in  any 
fature  congress  we  were  sore  of  the  sup- 


port   upon  this  subject  of  three  ijrehi 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  Treaty  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Lord  Coiiiereagk  moved,  that  it  ahoeM 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Friday 
se'night. 

Lord  Milton  expressed  his  eatiefactioa 
at  the  observations  which  had  been  made 
by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  and 
trusted  they  would  have  their  due  weight. 
It  was  no  great  consolation  to  thoce  vrhe 
were  lamenting  that  the  Slave  Trade  wooM 
still  be  carried  on  by  France,  to  foe  told 
that  the  emperors  of  Russia  and  Aaatria, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  none  of  wheie 
subjects  could  carry  on  the  trade,  trera 
desirous  that  it  should  be  abolished.     He 
was  far  from  thinking  with  the  noble  lord, 
that  at  the  expiration  of  the  live  yean 
France  would  with  great   facility  relin- 
quish this  abominable  traffic.    If  abe  felt 
indisposed  to  abandon  it  at  a  time  when 
she  reaped  no  commercial  advantage  from 
its  existence,  what  would  be  her  dmpari^ 
tion  when  the  extinct  commerce  ef  lier 
colonies  should  begin  to  revive  ?  He  wiah- 
ed  then   to  ask  the  noble  lord  and  hit 
Majesty's  ministers,  whether  the  noD*fttU 
filment  on  the  partof  France  of  the  articli 
in  the  Treaty,  respecting  the  Slave  Thide, 
would  be  considered  by  thtm  at  a  niS* 
cient  cause  for  war  with  France  ?  If  tbey 
did  not  go  that  length,  then  tjie  hopes  en- 
tertained by  the  friends  of  the  abolition 
were  worse  than  nothing,  and  they  were 
only    lulled   into  an   imaginary  security 
that  would  soon  be  completely  and  mise- 
rably dissipated. 

The  Treaty  was  then  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  conuderatita  on  Friday  se'n- 
night. 

Coin  Lavts.]  The  Okmalhr  of  rte 
Exchequer  said,  that,  in  censideration  of  the 
number  of  Petitions' which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  against  the  propiMed 
alteration  of  the  Corn  Laws,  be  ahoald 
move  to  refer  those  Petitions  to  th^  Cbnai- 
deration  of  a  select  committee;  with  the 
intention  and  hope,  that  if  the  committee 
could  make  their  report  in  due  time,  some 
legislative  measure  might  be  founded 
upon  it  in  the  course  of  the  present  iei- 
sion ;  and  he  should  propose  that  it  hi!  att 
instruction  to  the  committeci  to  ekamind 
how  far  the  prices  ftxed  by  the  44th  «lf 
George  3,  for  regulating  the  importatiea 
of  foreign  com,  were  a  protection  to  dm 
growers  of  corn  in  this  country ;  and  if 
not,  what  prdf isioni  vrefe  ia  thibk  jad|^ 
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inent  nec^wary,  ia  order  la  tecoreibe  in- 
terests of  agriculture. 

On  ibe  Diotion  being,  pot  for  referring 
ibe  Petitions  to  a  comaiitiee, 

Mr.  W,  Smiih  observed,  tbat  he  bed 
voted  for  the  proposition  made  on  tbe  first 
agUation  of  tbe  subject,  to  refer  the  coosi* 
deratioo  of  it  to  a  committee ;  and  tbat 
his  reasons  were  tenfold  stronger  than 
tbey  were  at  tbar  period,  for  the  appoint- 
ment oCa  committee.  If  he  opposed  the 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  there- 
foxe»  it  was  because  he  was  persuaded  tbat 
na  report  of  a  committee,  made  in  tbe  pre- 
sent session,  or.  measure  founded  upon  such 
report,  would  have  a  fair  chance  of  giving 
satisfaction  te  the  public;  Fully  per^ 
suaded  of  this,  and  fully  pertnaded  alto 
tbat  tbe  postponement  .of  the.  considered 
tion  of  the  subject  to  another  aesaion, 
would  be  no  serious  injery  to  any  claae  of 
the.  people,  he  should,  vote  against  tbe 
motion.  Far,  however,  was  he  from 
doing  this  under  the  apprehension  that 
any  violence  would  be  suffered  by  tbe 
House,  or  by  any  individual  member,  in 
consequence  of  any  perseverance  in  the 
measures  which  tbey  might  think  it  ex* 
pedieot  to  adopt.  He  had  presented  a 
petition  tbat  evening  ageinst  the  proposed 
alteration,  signed  by  12,000  persons, 
7,000  of  whom  had  actually  assembled  to 
prepare  it :  all  of  whom  felt  that  the  pro* 
jected  measure  would  very  sensibly  and 
injuriously  afiect  their  interests— but  this 
feeling  did  not  produce  any  riotous  or 
disorderly  conduct.  They  behaved  them- 
selves, in  the  most  correct  and  moderate 
manner;  and  it  certainly  wae  dae  to 
those  who  had  so  demeaned  tbemtelves^ 
to  pay  a  proper  attention  to  their  reqaest, 
and  to  give  a  little  more  consideration  to 
the  subject  than  it  could  receive  in  tbe 
present  session.  Much  bad  been  said  of 
the  means  taken  to  procure  petitioni.  In 
the  populooa  city  which  be  represented 
(Norwich)  be  could  answer  for  tbe  fact, 
tbat  but  one  opinion  existed  on  the  mea- 
sure which  had  been  introduced,  and  no 
means  whatever  were  resorted  to  for  tbe 
purpose  of  exciting  the  expression  of  po- 
pular feeling.  He  knew  that  persons  of 
all  parties  and  descriptions,  the  richest 
and  the  poorest,  the  best  and  the  worst 
informed,  those  who.  were  tbe  most  likely, 
and  those  who  were  the  least  likely,  to  be 
aifected.by  the  measure,  were  unanimously 
of  opinion,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
ceeded in  till  next  session  of  parliamenl-i- 
He  would  not  pledge  himaelf  aito  the 
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vote  be  should  give,  if  the  coiMideratioaf 
of  tbe  subject  were  deferred— -becaoee  ^ 
was  impossible  to  foresee  tbe  nature  of 
the  proposition  tbat  wouM  be  brought 
forward ;  but  they  now  had  it  in  their 
power  either  to  give  satiafaction  or  diasa^ 
tisfaction  to  the-  country  by  the  conree 
they  adopted  ;  and  he  thought  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  House,  in  return  for  the  mo* 
deration  displayed  by  the  people,  to  al» 
tend  to  their  representations. 

Mr.  Watem  said,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  public  mind,  the^  motion  of  the  rigbt 
hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  be.  very 
proper.  Whether  the  committee  deter* 
mined  that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
this  aeasion,  or  that  it  should  be  postponed 
to  tbe  next,  he  thought  it  ougbttto.be  ap» 
pointed ;  in  the  hope  that  a  report  might 
be  made,  calcniatea  tOigivssatisfaetibn  fee 
the  country*  He  regretted  the  waam 
feelings  which  bad  been  excited  among 
the  people,  in  consequence  of  the  erro* 
neouf  opinions  they  had  been  induced  to 
adopt;  and  he  could  not  help  saying, 
that  the  mode  in  which  tbe  question  bad 
been  discussed,  both  in  and  out  of  thai 
House,  had  forced  them  into  the  aituakion 
in  which  they  at  present  stood.  The 
mode  to  which  he  alluded  was,  the  con* 
stent  assumption,  aa  an  incontrevertibin 
principle,  that  the  system  recommended 
by  the  corn  committee  must  necessarily 
raise  the  price  of  bread.-»That  assumption 
bad  pervaded  tbe  whole  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  wheae 
entire  chain  of  reasoning  was  founded  on 
it.  Tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  must  feel, 
that  he  had  aaaumed  the  question  in  thai 
way  which  best  suited  bis  own  arguuMnl^ 
He  had  not  only  maintained,  that  the 
measures  proposed  by  the  committee 
would  raise  tbe  price  of  bread  and  beer# 
but  he  had  stated  the  exact  advance 
which  would  take  place  if  their  rceeln* 
tionswere  adopted.  Now  it  wai  extm* 
ordinary,  tbat  a  gentleman  so  well  veiaed 
as  he  waa  in  the  com  laws  should  have 
argued  in  this  manner.  |Ie  could  no| 
deny,  that,  for  68  years,  duriw  which 
there  was  an  actual  prohibition  of  the  im» 
portation  of  grain,  com  was  cheaper  than 
it  had  been  at  any  time  before  or  sincei 
He  took  the  pricea  from  the  pamphlet  of 
tbe  right  hon.  gentleman,  and,  comparing 
them  with  those  which  preceded  and  fol« 
lowed  the  period  he  alluded  to,  found 
them  considerably  more  moderate  than 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  quea« 
tion  were  to  be  debated  on  the  priociplid 
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that  no  other  intention  existed  but  that  of 
enhancing  the  price  of  corn,  if  such  an 
idea  were  to  go  forth  to  the  coantry,  it 
mast  necessarily  inflame  the  public  mind 
—while  e?ery  measure  that  tended  to  the 
persecution  of  the  farmer  was  sere  to  be 
popular— and  yet  such  measures  ever  had, 
and  ever  would  haVe,  the  ultimate  effect 
of  making  bread  dear.  Suppose  a  mem- 
ber got  up  in  that  House,  and  said.  "  I 
will  introduce  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  price 
of  the  quartern  loaf  ever  exceeding  6^d, 
or  6d"  A  more  popular  measure  than 
this  could  not  be  devised ;  but  those  who 
opposed  it,  however  just  and  correct  their 
arguments  might  be,  would  immediately 
be  censured  by  the  unthinking  for  an  at- 
tempt to  keep  up  the  price  of  corn  and 
bread. — ^There  were  many  gentlemen  in 
that  House,  who  thought  that  a  free  trade 
ought  to  exist  with  respect  to  grain ;  but, 
if  they  were  to  converse  with  the  peti- 
titioners  against  the  measure,  would  they 
be  able  to  persuade  them,  that  the  expor- 
tation of  corn  would  tend  to  make  it 
cheap  ?  Certainly  they  would  not ;  for 
the  subject  was  better  calculated  to  excite 
prejudice  and  passion,  than  to  elicit  calm 
reasoning.  But,  when  it  was  absolutely 
proved,  that,  for  08  years,  during  which 
exportation  was  allowed  and  importation 
forbidden,  the  price  of  corn  was  lower 
than  at  any  former  or  subsequent  period, 
how  could  it  be  argued,  that  the  measures 
proposed  by  the  committee  would  have 
the  effect  of  always  keeping  up  grain  as 
high  as  the  importing  price  ?  He  hoped 
the  committee,  if  the  House  agreed  to  the 
motion,  woaUl  not  be  formed  of  those 
members  who  were  appointed  on  the  last. 
It  would,  he  thought,  be  more  agreeable 
to  the  feelings  of  all  parties,  if  the  com- 
mittee were  entirely  new.— He  was  con- 
▼inced,  the  more  the  question  was  dis- 
cussed, the  more  it  would  be  found  that 
the  resolutions  which  the  former  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to,  were  calculated  to 
conduce  to  the  general  benefit  of  the 
country.  Those  who  supported  the  al- 
terations in  the  existing  law  were  charged 
with  not  having  sufficiently  investigated 
the  subject,  and  with  not  having  laid  the 
necessary  information  before  the  House. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  thought  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  guide  the  legisla- 
ture on  a  subject  of  this  sort,  was  not  very 
extensive.  If  the  House  were  of  opinion 
that  they  ought  to  give  some  protection  to 
the  agricultural  interest,  he  knew  not  how 
they  could  determine  what  that  protection 


Com  LatOi. 


[I 


ought  to  be,  except  by  examiniDc  thil 
prices  of  corn  for  a  certain  tinae*  If,  kit 
instance,  they  selected  a  space  of  20  yein^ 
and  examined  the  price  of  corn,  end  iti 
effects  on  the  general  prosperity  of  tk 
empire,  for  that  time  ;  this,  he  conceived, 
was  the  true  way  of  forming  a  judgaMM 
as  to  what  the  protecting  price  oogbt  It 
be. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  spoke  in  favoor  of 
granting  a  fair  protection  to  the  agricaU 
tural  interest.  It  had  been  argued,  bj 
those  who  opposed  an  alteration  in  the 
corn  laws,  that,  if  the  farmer  were  dia^ 
tisfied  with  his  profits,  he  might  expend 
his  capital  on  some  other  object.  This 
was  the  worst  argument  that  could  be 
used*— such  a  system  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  changing  the' agricultural,  into  ma- 
nufacturing, labourers— which,  in  hia  opi* 
nion,  would  be  most  prejudicial  to  the 
country.  He  would  not  say,  that  mana* 
factures  had  been  carried  too  far,  but  he 
thought  they  had  been  carried  quite  far 
enough.  Every  class  in  the  coootry,  no 
matter  of  what  description,  instead  of  op- 
posing, ought  to  unite  in  protecting  the 
interests  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  when  an  hon.  friend  of 
his  (Mr.  Bankes)  made  a  motion,  on  a 
former  night,  that  a  committee  aboald  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  enqniring 
whether  any  inconvenience  wouid  be  auN 
fared  by  the  public,  if  no  meaaure  were 
adopted  on  the  subject  of  the  corn  lawa 
during  the  present  session,  he  cheerfiillj 
concurred  in  it— because  on  that  points  he 
wished  the  House  to  be  satisfied.  But  to 
the  motion  just  submitted  to  the  Hooae  by 
bis  right  hon.  friend,  be  had  an  inaoper^ 
able  objection-^for  be  did  not  think  it  wu 
possible  that  the  committee  could  ao  in- 
vestigate the  subject,  as  to  produce  a  aatia* 
factory  report  within  the  period  to  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  alliidfd. 
It  could  not  be  ao  easily  ezaroioed  ap  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes)  seeawd  to 
imagine.  The  arduous  and  diflcnit  point 
to  be  discussed  was,  what  the  pfolMtuig 
price  should  be ;  and,  when  it  waa  recol* 
lected,  that  on  this  part  of  the  anbfect  no 
less  than  seven  or  eight  sets  of  propoaiUow 
had  been  drawn  up,  it  was  very' evident 
that  it  would  not  be  speedily  adjuatcd. 
The  hon.  gentleman  bad  observed,  that  it 
only  required  the  average  pricea  of  com 
for  the  last  20  years  to  guide  the  com* 
mittee'  in  their  decision— but  there  were 
so  many  interests  connected  with  the  anb- 
ject,  that  the  committee  cooM  oo^  con-' 


listeDtly  with  their  dotj,  coofitw  thew- 
ielTes  to  90  contracted  an  examinalioo. 

Mr.  Weitem  reptted,  and  insisted  that, 
on  former  ocoasiODs^  When  the  importation 
price  was  highest^  the  market  price  of  corn 
was  lowest. 

Mr.  Lmg  Wdle^  expressed  himself  in 
liTour  of  the  motion.  He  hoped  the 
committee  %rould  inform  themselves  com- 
pletely of  the  losses  which  the  fiirmers 
#ere  nt>w  sustaining.  That  vseful  and 
meritoriotis  claw  of  men  were  at  present 
placed  in  a  situation  of  great  diffictlltyi 
from  which  it  was  most  advisable  that  no 
lime  should  be  lost  in  extricating  them. 
He  had  given  his  support  to  the  measure 
introduced  for  altering  the  com  Uws>  be- 
cause he  thought  it  would  hear  less 
severely  on  the  lower  classes,  than  those 
propositions,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
evils  produced  bv  delay,  they  might 
hereafter  be  called  on  to  entertain.  With 
respect  to  the  clamour  out  of  doors,  he 
felt  it  a  heavy  misfortune,  that  any  man, 
standing  in  his  situation,  sliould  be  ac- 
cused of  acting  from  sordid  motives;  yet 
ench  was  the  charce  advanced  against 
them.  It  was  said,  that  the  object  of  the 
great  landed  proprietors  was,  to  keep  op 
exorbitant  rents.  But  when  the  House 
were  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
farmer,  he  would  pledge  his  existence,  it 
would  be  seen,  that  the  rents  bore  no  pro- 
portion to  the  heavy  taxes  they  were 
obliged  to  pay.  If  this  should  be  the 
case,  he  trusted  the  right  hon^  gentleman 
fMr.  Rose)  would^  in  his  candour,  come 
forward  and  declare,  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  his  statement  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Ro9e  utterly  and  absolutely  denied 
that  he  had  ever  made  any  accusation,  or 
used  any  expression,  that  even  tended  to 
cast  a  rt* pniacb  on  the  landed  proprietors. 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  of  the  hon. 

fenileman,  who  spoke  with  so  much  con- 
dence,  when  and  where  this,  accusation 
was  made. 

Mr.  Long  WelUsUy  said,  the  right  hon. 
gent,  had  observf  d,  in  his  pamphlet,  that 
an  advantage  would  be  derived  by  the 
landed  proprietors  from  the  measure— and 
he  believed  he  uMfd  the  same  language  in 
that  Hdusc.  If  his  ears  had  not  deceived 
bini,  the  rif^ht  hon.  gentleman  had  saidithat 
the  consequence  of  the  measure  would  be, 
to  keep  up  exorbitant  rents — an  expression 
which  was  alito  contained  in  his  pamphlet. 
Kow,  he  was  convinced  the  rents  were  not 
exorbitant ;  and,  if  he  were  exainined 
befo>e  ihe  committee,  he  WOold  proTC  it. 

(VOL.  XXVII.) 
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Mr.  Jloas  desired  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
point  out  any  passage  in  the  pamphlet  that 
bore  him  out  in  the  assertion  he  had  made. 
It  was  true,  the  expression  "  exorbitant 
rents**  was  there — [Hear,  bear,  from  Mr. 
Weilesley.]— He  (Mr.  Rose)  wished  the 
hon.  gentleman  would  hesr  him.  Those 
words  were  not  itiven  as  his— they  were  iti 
the  mouth  of  Mr.  Curwen,  one  of  the 
greatest  agriculturists  of  the  country.  The 
hen.  gentleman  ought  to  have  read  the 
speech  a  little  mere  attentively,  before  he 
made  any  observation  on  it. 

Mr.  /.  P.  Grmu  was  sorry  the  right  hon. 
gientleman*8  present  commentary  had  not 
accompanied  the  publication  of  hia 
pamphlet ;  if  it  had,  it  would  have  pre* 
vented  every  general  misconception  whicit 
had  existed.  He  did  not  impute  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  an  intention  to  bring 
a  direct  charge  against  the  landholders, 
that  their  only  object  was  to  raise  their 
rents,  or  keep  up  exorbitant  rems,  at  the 
expence  of  the  poor ;  or  against  the  gen- 
tlemen who  promoted  the  measure  pro* 
posed,  that  their  only  object  was  to  raise 
the  price  of  bread ;  but  this  was  the 
inference  that  had  been  drawn,  and  not 
very  unnaturally  drawn,  from  cer^in  pas- 
sages in  his  pamphlet,  by  great  numbers 
of  people.  Had  it  not  been  for  argument! 
like  these,  the  number  of  petitions  on  the 
table  would  have  been  greatly  diminished. 
He  rose  chiefly,  having  formerly  voted 
against  the  committee  proposed  by  in 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes),  and  mean- 
ing now  to  vote  for  the  committee  pro- 
posed, by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
to  explain  the  motives  of  his  conduct. 
He  hoped  he  was  incapable  of  having  his 
mind  biassed,  in  the  slightest  degree  what'^ 
ever,  by  any  popular  clamour.  He  was 
convinced  that  no  person  in  that  House 
was  capable  of  being  so  biassed.  They 
would  very  ill  discharge  their  duty  to  the 
people,  if  they  were  induced  by  any  con- 
sideration to  act  contrary  to  their  deliberate 
opinion  in  a  matter  in  which  the  interest 
of  the  people  Was  so  deeply  concerned. 
And  in  this  question,  of  all  others,  the 
people  were  the  most  apt  to  be  misled  by 
their  passions,  and  the  false  reasoning  held 
out  to  them.  But  be  thought  it  also  the 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  carry  with  them, 
if  possible,  the  opinion  of  the  people; 
being  convinced,  that  no  measure  couU 
be  carried  into  bencficinl  execution,  unless 
the  opinion  of  the  people  went  along  with 
it.  He  had  voted  against  the  committee 
formerly  proposed^   because   he  under* 
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flood  ihe  object  of  it  to  be,  to  inform  the 
House  ;    and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
gr^at  majority  of  the  House  was  already 
•uflliciently  informed  on  the  subject.     He 
?oted  for  the  present  committee,  because 
Ihe  object  was  to  inform  the  public ;  and 
•o  thoroughly  was  he  convinced  that  the 
tendency  of  this  measure  was  the  reverse 
of  what  was  supposed,  that  it  tended  to 
cheapen  bread  to  the  poor,  that  he  thought 
the  more  it  was  discussed  the  better.     He 
bad  no  doubt  that,  if  it  were  discussed 
fulfy,  but  dispassionately,  without  the  in- 
troduction, even  through  inadvertence,  of 
expressions  calculated  to  mislead  and  in- 
flame, it  would  appear,  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  every  individual  in  the  country, 
to  be  established  not  only  by  just  rea- 
soning,  but  by  the   yet  more  unerring 
test  of  experience,  that  the  measures  of 
regulation  formerly  so  long  and  no  suc- 
cessfully adopted,    and   now  again  pro- 
posed, are  directly  calculated   to  lower 
the  price  of  bread  to  the  poor,  to  secure  to 
the  labourer  a  constant  and  plentifulsiipply, 
to  advance  the  interest  of  the  manufac- 
turer, at  the  same  time  with  that  of  the 
landholder,  and  consequently  of  the  whole 
community. 

Mr.  Preston  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
landed  interest  ought  to  be  kept  at  a  fair 
par  with  the  other  branches  of  the  co'm- 
jnunity.  It  was  impossible  that  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce,  and  the  rent  of 
land,  could  fall  to  what  they  were  before 
the  war,  while  every  other  article  had  sus- 
tained a  proportionable  increase.  The 
grower  of  corn  ought  to  have  such  encou- 
ragement as  to  induce  him  to  raise  the 
lupply  of  food  necessary  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country ;  and  it  was  well  ascer- 
tained, that  this  country  could  grow  a 
•ufficiency  of  corn  for  its  own  subsistence. 

Sir  Charles  BurrellsM,  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  legislature  of  a  great  country  like 
this,  to  take  equal  care  of  the  interests  of 
all  classes  of  individuals.  A  clamour,  in 
many  instances  certainly  very  unnecessary, 
bad  been  raised  against  the  measure  before 
the  House ;  but  if  the  amount  of  the  Uxes 
and  burdens  on  agriculture  were  fairly 
taken  into  consideration,  that  clamour  he 
bad  no  doubt  would  be  done  away.  The 
assessed  taxes,  property  tax,  and  poor's 
rates,  no  doubt^  weighed  on  all  classes  of 
the  community ;  but  there  were  some 
taxes  which  were  borne  exclusively  by 
the  agricultural  class,  and  were  direct 
taxes  on  huil)andry.  The  tax  on  hus- 
baadry  horses  was  of  this  descriptiojif  and 
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was  most  oppressive  in  its  operation.  Thil 
tax  on  malt  was  an  indirect  tax  on  agricil- 
tore;  and  its  operation  on  it  was  ens 
more  severe  than  the  property  tax.  Ik| 
was  brought  forward  as  a  war  tax  by  Mr. 
Pitt;  and  he  believed  the  tax  waa  mod 
heavier  than  the  value  of  the  produce  cs 
which  it  was  laid.  While  all  these  cir* 
cumstances  weighed  on  the  farmer,  it  wn 
impossible  for  him  to  afford  produce  at  tbi 
price  which  it  bore  before  the  war.  Hi 
hoped  that  in  the  course  of  the  comoiittsi 
matters  would  be  considered  fairly,  sad 
that  gentlemen  would  not  allow  themselvci 
to  be  led  away  by  a  vain  clamour  or  i 
temporary  popularity. 

Lord  A.  Hamilion   apprehended    thsl 
any  discussion  upon  the  measure  woaM 
now  be  superfluous.     He  felt  himself  now 
bound  to  oppose  the  committee,  becaoss 
he  considered  that  no  efiective  measors 
could  result  from  their  labours,  and  bs 
carried  through  parliamenty  'during   the 
I  present  session.    The  committee   wooU 
have  to  order  different  persons  to  -attend 
upon  them  for  examinatioOt  and  (o  enter 
on  different  enquiries.  In  what  lime»  then, 
he  would  ask,  could  it  be  supposed    to 
finish  its  labours?     Not,  sorely;  at  the 
very  soonest,  in  less  than  three  weeks. 
The  discussion  of  the  measure  which  their 
labours  might  give  rise  to,  would,  at  leas^ 
take  up  three  weeks  or  a  month  mora ; 
and  at  the  end  of  July,  they  would  be  able 
to  send  up  a  Bill  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  House  was  in  some  degree   in  a|i 
awkward  situation.    He  should  be  aorry  ta 
encourage  the  notion,  that  the  House  had 
been  determined  either  by  the  number 
of  petitions,  or  the  clamour  out  ef  doorb 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  coa* 
sent  to  vote  for  a  proposition  which  ha 
considered  as  hopeless  for  the  object  which 
it  had  in  view.    His  former  understandiag 
of  this  matter  was,  that  the  measure  was  to 
be  put  off*  to  next  session,  but  he  now  un- 
derstood that  something  was  expected   to 
be  carried  through  in  the  present.  Before 
he  could  make  up  his  mind  u  to  what 
might  be  considered  a  fair  encouragement 
to  the  agriculturist,  he  should  wish  to  hear 
something  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  respect- 
ing the  duration  of  the  war  taxes  and  pro* 
perty  tax,  and  the  period  at  which  wa 
might  expect  to  see  oar  currency  resiored 
to  its  former  state.    The  law,  as  it  now 
stood,  would  place  the  country  in  a  difr 
ferent  situation   in   this  respect  in  tlui 
course  of  a  few  months* 


The  CAoficf ffor  ofiht  Exchequer  thoagbt  it 
would  be  premature  at  present,  to  deter* 
mine  whether  any  measure  would  or  would 
not  follow  the  labours  of  the  committee 
during  the  present  session.  They  ought 
to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  committee, 
before  deciding  upon  this  point.  For  the 
protection  of  our  agriculture,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  a  Bill  of  some  kind  or  other 
should  be  passed.  But  he  did  not  think  it 
probabJe  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
would  be  laid  before  them  in  time  to  admit 
of  a  Bill  being  carried  through  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Henry  Thamian  observed,  that  the 
.words  of  the  motion  were  certainly  open 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  lord  be- 
hind him  (lord  A.  Hamilton).  The  com- 
mittee were  not  only  to  report  facts  and  to 
deliver  opinions,  but  to  instruct  the  House 
what  Bill  ought  afterwards  to  be  brousht 
in.  They  were  to  state  to  the  House  what 
they  considered  as  a  fair  protection  to  agri- 
culture, and  what  measures  were  likely  to 
lead  to  its  future  extension.  The  Hou^e 
ought  not  to  delegate  so  important  a  trust 
to  a  committee  of  their  number;  as  there 
was  no  individual  who  was  not  already 
pledged  to  one  side  or  the  other.  The 
committee  ought  rather  to  sit  for  the  pur- 
pose of  informing  them  more  Ailly  on  dif- 
ferent points  which  at  present  require 
elucidation ;  and  the  measure  ought  to  be 
put  off  for  another  session. 

Mr.  Phillips  said,  if  the  committee  was 
merely  to  direct  its  attention  to  the  scale 
regulating  the  duty  on  importation,  he 
would  certainly  oppose  it.  He  thought 
the  dangers  which  were  apprehended  from 
a  free  trade  were  altogether  whbout  founda- 
tion. This  country  was  supplied  with  most 
manufactures  cheaper  than  any  other ;  the 
agriculturist  was  not  therefore  placed  in  a 
disadvantageous  situation,  in  comparison 
with  the  corn- growers  of  other  countries. 
It  was  said,  that  a  free  trade  would  draw 
capital  from  agriculture  to  commerce; 
but  the  accumulations  of  commerce  had  a 
natural  tendency  to  seek  that  security  in 
land  which  land  alone  could  afford  them. 
Land  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from 
commerce.  They  had  as  yet  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  prices  on^the  conti- 
nent. They  ought  to  know  whether.we 
could  bear  foreign  competition  in  our  own 
markets.  Even  at  the  present  moment  the 
Irish  importer  could  more  than  brave  fo- 
reign competition  here ;  for  be  could  afford 
to  sell  corn  cheaper  than  we  could  import 
k  from  DantsiCf  Hamborgb,  md  Konigs- 
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burg.  Notwithstanding  the  large  impor- 
tations from  Ireland,  ihe  agriculture  of  thia 
country  had  contiVmed  to  flourish.  The|^ 
had  lately  passed  a  Bill  for  allowing  a 
freedom  of  exportation.  This  implied, 
that  the  farmers  of  this  country  posse8>ed 
the  power  of  bearing  competition  in  foreign 
markets.  Yet  by  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  it  was  implied,  that  our  farmers 
could  not  bear  foreign  competition  in  oar 
own  markets.  The  Irish  had  peculiar  ad- 
vantages over  the  natives  of  this  country : 
they  had  no  income-tax  and  no  poors-rates. 
One  would  think,  therefore,  that  permit- 
ting importation  from  Ireland  would  ruin 
the  agriculture  of  Great  Britain ;  but  yel 
it  was  found  that  our  agriculture  had  been 
going  on  regularly  increasing.  He  could 
not  think  that  this  limitation  now  wished 
for  would  be  ultimately  advantageous  to 
the  landed  interest ;  for  if  a  free  trade  in 
grain  were  to  be  allowed,  it  would  lead  to 
an  improvement  of  our  general  commerce. 
This  increase  of  commerce  would  give  riio 
to  an  increase  of  national  wealth,  andcon« 
sequently  an  increase  of  population,  which 
in  the  end  would  aflbrd  an  additional  en- 
couragement to  agriculture.  This  freo 
trade  would,  therefore,  in  reality,  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  landed  interest.  Where 
the  effects  of  commerce  were  most  seen  in 
this  country,  there  the  rents  of  land  would 
be  found  higher  than  any  where  else.  It 
had  been  sa^J,  that  it  wa<  of  importance 
to  us  to  have  an  independent  supply  of 
grain.  But  could  any  other  country  be 
averse  to  sending  corn  to  the  country 
which  abounded  most  in  capital,  and  which 
possessed  the  most  valuable  urticirs  fi»r  re- 
turning cargoes  ?  Whenever  this  cmmtry^ 
wanted  corn,  it  had  always  been  supplied 
with  it,  notwithstanding  that  most  extra- 
ordinary confederacy  which  we  had  lately 
witnessed.  But  nothing  could  be  more 
ill-judged,  than  to  prevent  en  extension  of 
trade  for  the  sake  of  an  apprehension  of  m 
measure  which,  under  ciicumstances  the 
most  favourable  for  such  an  object,  never 
could  be  accomplished.  A  great  panic 
had  certainly  seized  the  agricultural  part 
of  the  community,  and  a  panic  had  also 
seized  the  commercial  part.  Commerce^ 
as  might  have  been  foreseen  on  the  con- 
clusion of  a  peace,  was  seeking  out  new 
channels,  which  occasioned  considerable 
embarrassment  in  trade.  They  were  not^ 
however,  on  that  account  to  endeavour  to 
keep  up  the  prices  of  our  manufactures; 
yet  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  manufactures 
were  as  well  entitled  to  loch  aniftance  at. 
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grain  was.  For  these  reasons*  he  should 
be  glad  to  vole  for  a  commitiee,  if  it  were 
to  Bit  merely  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
them  wiih  information  on  the  subject*  and 
not  to  come  lo  any  decision  itself. 

Mr.  Huikisaon  said,  every  subject  a)« 
Inded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  would,  as 
the  motion  was  shaped*  come  before  the 
committee;   for  the  first  reference  to  that 
committee  was,  that  of  all  the  petitions  on 
the  table  on  the  subject  of  the  com  laws. 
In  some  of  these  petitions  the  freedom  of 
trade  was  surely  introduced.     He  hoped, 
therefore*  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
give  his  vote  for  the  committee.     He  would 
91  ate  the  reasons  why  he  supported  the 
present  motion  for  a  committee*  though  he 
objected  to  the  appointment  of  a  com* 
mittee  on  a  former  occasion.     He  believed 
now,  as  he  did  then*  that  there  was  no  pro- 
bability of  any  importation  of  corn  into 
this  country  before  the  next  harvest.     The 
only  circumstance  which  varied  his  view 
was*  that  of  the  number  of  petitions  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  House.     The 
views  of  these  petitioners,  even  if  founded 
in  misrepresentation,  although  they  ought 
not  to  induce  any  member  to  do  that  which 
he  was  not  convinced  was  just  and  proper, 
vrere  still  entitled  to  the  most  respectful 
consideration  of  the  House.    Although  the 
petitions  were  in  many  instances  the  re- 
sult of  malevolent  and  mistaken  appeals  to 
.  the  feelings  of  the  people*  they  ought  to 
be  met  by  temperate  inquiry  and  the  fullest 
investigation.    The  circumstance  of  such 
a  number  of  petitions,  therefore,  afforded 
a  ground  for  those  who  were  favourable  to 
the  measure*  to  support  the  present  in- 
quiry ;    for  the  object  of  these  petitions 
was,   not  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
corn  laws,  or  to   make  no  alteration   in 
them  without  further  inquiry.     With  re- 
spect to  the  encouragement  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  to  the  farmer,  it  should  be 
considered,  that  there  was  now  a  great  di- 
minution in  the  value  of  money ;  and  that 
the  capital   necessary  for  carrying  on  of 
farming  operations  must  now  be  double  to. 
what  it  was  before  the  war.     The  noble 
lord  (lord  A.  Hamilton)  deceived  himself, 
therefore,  if  he  thought  that  things  could 
return  to  what  they  were  before  the  war. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  dangerous  errors 
that  could  be  entertained.      What    was 
likely  to  be  the  permanent  charge  of  this 
Country  now  that  the  war  was  at  an  end? 
The  whole  expences  of  this  country,  in- 
cluding all  our  establishments  before  the 
war,  only  amounted  to  16  millions.    He 


CSomLeipf. 


CmnI 


ooald  not  anticipate  wbtt  part  of  our  pra- 
sent  establishments  would  be  now  kepi  op } 
but  whatever  they  might  be,  ho  beKewA 
thai  our  peace- establishment  most  ontHl 
on  us  a  pernanent  charge  of  nearev  00  than 
50  millions.    Would  thisproduce  noaller^ 
tion  in  the  money  value  of  articles  ^  Wbm 
gentlemen  talked  of  the  increaaod  pfiss 
of  bread,  was  not  every  thing  elao  raisal 
in  proportion ;    and   that  not  in  cnnm 
quence  of  the  high  price  of  bread »  but  lbs 
amount  of  taxation  ?  It  was  inpoaaiblo  fins 
the  country  to  return  to  the  prices  beCsie 
the  war.     It  had  been    said,    that    the 
obvious  remedy  was,  to  lower  the  seals. 
He  had  not  the  good  fortune  lo  be  a  land- 
holder*  and  he  had  no  interest  bus  thA  el 
the  public  in  general  in  view.     The  po> 
portion  of  the  gross  proceed  of  land*  which 
now  came  to  the  landlord*    however  it 
might  be  represented  in  money*  was  sum 
much  less  than  what  it  was  in  1702.     Pre- 
vious to  the  war,  in  a  farm  of  moderate  mm* 
tent*  the  farmer  considered  himself    re* 
quited  if  he  made  three  rents  fimm  u.    But 
it  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  anch  a  Ihraa 
now  that  the  farmer  should  make  at  least 
five  rents  to  be  enabled  to  go  on.    U  even 
the  whole  rental  of  the  coantry  were  ra« 
mitted,  it  woold  be  impossible  10  retani  la 
the  prices  before  the  war.     Ha  was  nel 
afraid  to  declare*  that  the  people  of  ihis 
country  must  not  expect*  be  the  law '  on 
the  subject  what  it  may*  that*  with  est 
burthens*  the  price  of  bread  can  ever  be 
less  than  double  what  it  was  before  the 
war.    With  respect  to  the  next  harveslf  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  Providence*  and  he 
trusted  that  it  would  be  as  plentifoi  as  lbs 
last ;  but  in  the  year  followioff  this,  the 
farmer  ought  to  know  what  chances  ha 
bad  of  being  protected  or  ruined  in  the 
enterprises    in  which  be  was   eagagedL 
With  a  view,  therefore*  to  satisfy  the  op* 
ponents  of  the  measure,  and  also  to  givo 
hopes  to  the  agriculturist*  be  tbooght  i% 
would  be  desirable  to  proceed  lo  lbs  cona« 
mittee. 

Mr.  Broadkead  saw  no  occasion  fiir  wmg 
interference  to  protect  the  agricaltaial  !■■ 
tereat.  Competition  caused  the  msnafae» 
turer  to  send  his  articles  into  the  SMrket  at 
the  lowest  rate;  but  there  waa  no  sash 
cause  that  operated  on  the  landheMer. 

Colonel  Wood,  having  presented  a  pati* 
tion  against  the  Bill  on  this  sobject  new 
before  the  House*  from  a  large  body  of 
manufacturers  employed  in  the  iron  tiade» 
in  Wales*  wished  to  stau  why  ha  Sisented 
to  the  moUoo  for  the  appeinlowK  of  m 


oonmittae.  1i%  dU  m^  tot  hm  wnf  d«^ 
tiM  that  llMif  laboora  viiglii  bevoantliBg* 
Bor  fron  any  esptcttiioii  tUmi  tbey  woaid 
lacomaieiMl  Miy  iliiiig  UIm  tka  Bill  new 
before  Uie  H««ate;  b«^  if  the  c^ttintliee 
•booUi,  contrary  lo  hit  eapectatien.  r9» 
ooenBend  any  toeli  oneatara  for  tbe  adopK 
doo  of  parliaoiffit,  be  waa  aatisficd  it 
would  be  omch  nore  palatable  coming 
fron  a  oommitiee  to  appointed,  than  it 
woold  bot  if  te  be  pasaed  by  tbe  Hoqm, 
with  DO  inforoMlkm  on  the  taibiect  beaidea 
tbat  wbieb  tbey  novt  pottetsed.  He 
tboogbt  there  was  no  protection  necewary 
for  the  grower  of  corn ;  but  if  tbere  mnat 
be  99mr  protection  affcNKled  to  bini>  lei  it 
be  on  those  kinds  of  grain  from  wbicb 
bread  was  not  prodaced.  Let  there  be  • 
total  prohibition  aa  to  ihe  impertalion  of 
barley  and  oats;  and  as  ta  wheats  only 
when  it  reached  a  particular  pt ioa« 

Sir  W.  CMwti§  was  aerry  la  hear  invidious 
cooiparisoiia  between  the  maaufactoring 
and  the  agricvkursi  interests.  Ho  thougbl 
tbey  were  best  supported  when  the  two 
stood  together.  He  thoeght  the  appoiot- 
nent  of  a  coomitiee  a  very  salutary  pro- 
position,  and  fak  regret  that  the  House  had 
proceeded  to  sorb  n  length  in  the  Bill  now 
before  them,  without  having  availed  them-i 
selves  of  the  infonnation  which  they  were 
tbence  likely  to  derive.  Why  should  they 
now  be  pretending  to  legi<(late,  withooi 
knowintt  what  the  real  price  of  any  one 
thing  which  they  pnrpeaed  to  fegolate, 
was? 

Mr.  Cmming  heartily  concurred  in  tbo 
view  of  the  natter  taken  by  the  woethy 
baronet  (Curtis).  If  the  proposition  of 
his  right  bon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer^  was  meant  to  serve  as  an  in- 
strament  for  oltimately  expediting  tbe 
Bill  now  before  the  Hoase,  he  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) should  vote  against  the  appointment 
of  a  committee ;  thoogb  he  confessed  he 
shoakl  feel  greatly  eaibarrassad  in  doing 
so ;  as  it  must  appear  strange  oot  of  doors» 
that  with  such  a  mass  of  petitions  on  tbeir 
table,  asking  of  them  net  la  prooaed  with- 
out isrther  infoitnatien  on  the  sabjad, 
Ihey  shoakl  wish  to  ibnl  their  eyea 
against  such  informatien  aa  tbey  conid 
abtain.  After  the  ezplanalien,  however, 
which  his  right  hon.  firiend  had  given  on 
this  safaiect^  and  after  being  told,  that  it 
waa  not  meaAl  lo  pledge  the  Hoase  ta 
proceed  on  the  report  in  tbe  coarse  of  tba 
ptesent  session,  uolem  there  sboaM  seem 
la  ha  a  necasaity  for  so  doing,  bo  thought 
tM  aattding  iba  matiav  ta  a  cammittaa 
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wUb  probaMy,  the  most  natatal  way  af 
dispasing  of  the  aabyeot.  He  was  af  opi^ 
nien,  hoover,  that  tbe  way  of  wording 
the  motian  of  the  Chaneellof  af  the  bx« 
cha(|aer  waa  objectionable,  in  as  (isr  as  i| 
want  to  have  it  sapposed  that  every  thing 
airept  Iha  scale  was  settled — a  thing  to 
which  ha  could  by  no  meana  assent.  Ha 
aadoubtedly  agreed^  that  the  only  new 
eircomstanca  in  the  case  was,  the  immensa 
number  of  petittoas  wbirh  had  been  pra« 
sented.  But  be  asked»  was  aot  that  qoita 
enoagh««aot  indeed  ta  throw  the  Huosa 
roead,  and  to  compel  them  to  abandan  a 
measara  which  they  were  sattsicd  wat 
highly  beneficial  to  the  conntry ;  but  ta 
ittdace  them  ta  pause,  and  see  what  they 
canid  do  to  allay  the  alarms  and  qoiet  tba 
agitated  feelings  of  the  people  ?  La^ii  yeav 
the  committee  appointed  was  a  comaiitiea 
ta  consider  the  petitions  which  had  been 
preaenied  on  the  subjoct  af  tbe  importi^ 
tion  and  exportation  of  earn,  aaid  lha 
dtnies  on  it  Why,  he  asked,  shoold  not 
the  Hense  adopt  that  precise  form  iio«r» 
at  leaat  aa  to  the  imporiAiion  of  corn  ? 
With  fetpect  lo  the  exporiaiionnf  curn» 
on  thai  sobfect  the  Bill  hud  already  piisved 
that  Hoom.  A  report  coming  Irom  a 
committee  sa  appointed  wfiuld  have  the 
efiect  of  removing  all  the  errors,  if  errors 
they  were,  which  at  present  pervaded  tha 
public  mind,  and  of  showiug  tbat  there 
was  no  indisposition  on  ihe  part  of  the 
House  to  attend  CTen  to  exaggereted 
views  of  sappowd  evib  when  duly  repre« 
sented  to  them.  These  were  hi<«  views  of 
this  subject  He  shoekl  b«*  soriy  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  hit  rtghl 
hon.  friend ;  but  hoped  he  woold  consent 
to  generaliose  the  qoestion.  -He  would 
not  go  tbe  lenslb  of  asking  of  hts  right 
bon.  friend  te  pledge  himself  that  nothing 
should  be  done  in  the  auitter  during  tba 
present  semion.  That  would,  probably, 
be  to  ask  too  much  of  his  right  hon, 
friend;  bat,  if  it  sboald  be  understood 
that  oa  this  point  every  oae  was  ta  be  en* 
titled,  after wardn,  to  judge  for  himself,  ha 
f  BIr.  Canning)  should  be  perfectly  satici* 

Sir  J.  Newpmri  observed,  tbat  the  right 
ban.  gentleman  who  bad  jiHt  sat  dewn  bad 
been  pleased  to  say,  tbat  be  woold  nal 
ask  af  the  Ckancellor  of  the  fixche^oer  to 
pladge  himsell,  tbat  nothing  farther  shoekl 
he  done  in  tha  matter  during  the  present 
session ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  pra« 
poaed  to  make  tbe  enquiry  into  which  tba 
oaaMniUae  ware  ta  go,  aa  broad  and 
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tended  in  its  nature,  that  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  for  them  to  come  to  an  end  of 
their  labours,  in  such  time  that  any  mea- 
sure could  result  from  them  during  the 
present  session.  If  this  should  turn  out 
to  be  so,  and  the  House  were  again  called 
Dext'  year  to  act  on  the  report  which 
might  be  made  to  them  by  th^  committee 
now  to  be  appointed,  would  not  a  similar 
objection  to  that  now  made  be  again 
fttarted  ?— And  would  not  the  House  be 
once  more  told  that  they  were  wholly 
without  information  on  the  subject  L--- 
Would  they  not  be  told  that  when  that  re- 
port was  made  Europe  was  in  a  state  which 
no  longer  existed,  and  that  another  refer- 
ence 10  a  committee  was  necessary  ?•— He 
submitted,  however,  that  the  House  was 
called  on  to  legislate  on  general  princi- 
ples, and  not  to  adopt  a  permanent  system, 
on  local,  fleeting,  and  varying  circum- 
stances. To  proceed  now  to  appoint  a 
committee,  would  only  be  to  keep  the 
public  mind  uselessly  afloat.  The  greater 
part  of  the  petitions  now  on  the  table,  he 
was  satisfied  had  been  procured  at  the  in- 
stigation of  persons  interested  in  foreign 
corn,  for  their  own  advantage,  without  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  good  of  the 
people,  who  had,  through  misrepresenta- 
tion and  ignorance,  been  induced  to  put 
their  names  to  them— people  who  were 
easily  worked  upon  by  the  cry  of  bread 
kt  Od.  the  quartern  loaf,  and  who  would 
grasp  at  an  immediate  relief  of  that  kind 
though  at  the  expence  of  paying  IBd,  for 
it  within  the  next  eighteen  months. 

Mr,  Baring  could  not  bear  to  hear  the 
great,  and,  in  many  instances,  respectable, 
body  of  petitioners  now  before  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws,  treated  in 
so  undeserved  a  manner.  They  were  said 
to  be  ignorant  on  the  subject  as  to  which 
they  had  petitioned  the  House.  There 
was  no  where,  however,  he  ventured  to 
affirm,  more  false  information  on  this  sub- 
ject to  be  found  than  in  the  learned  papers 
which  the  committee  of  last  year  had  laid 
before  the  House  in  their  report.  All  the 
petitioners  wanted  was,  not  to  see  laws 
established  which  should  cause  them  to 
pay  for  their  bread  more  than  was  neces- 
sary. It  was  said,  that  the  Bill  before  tbe 
House  would  be  beneficial,  in  as  far  as  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  price 
of  bread  steady.  Now,  he  could  not  see 
that  it  would  have  this  eflecU  Steady 
prices  were  never  produced  by  restriction. 
Apply  the  doctrine  of  restriction  to  any 
one  county  in  Logland,  and  it  would  be 
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fbnnd'tbat  the  doing  so  woold  not  hm 
the  effect  of  steadying  the  prices  in  that 
particular  county ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
bread  would  be  alternately  high  nno  loir, 
according  as  there  was  a  good  or  a  bai 
harvest  in  thsft  particular  spot ;  deprived, 
as  it  would  be,  of  intercourse  with  the 
cest  of  the  kingdom.  As  the  whole  of 
England  was  to  any  particular  county  ia 
England,  in  this  respect,  such  exactly  wai 
the  whole  of  Europe  as  to  England.  The 
evident  efiect  of  restrictions  of  this  kind 
was,  that  ingenious  artizansand  mechanic! 
would  go  abroad,  and  would  settle  where 
they  could  get  cheap  bread.  His  object 
was,  to  gel  rid  of  the  question  entirely  for 
this  session  of  parliament;  and  if^^aoj 
proposition  was  made  to  that  effect^  it 
should  have  his  support. 

Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Baring  motv* 
ally  explained. 

■  Mr.  Barham  was  favourable  to  ifae  pro- 
posed alteration  in  the  corn  laws  u  to  ini« 
portaiion ;  being  satisfied  that^  instead  of 
raising  the  price  of  bread,  it  would  hare 
exactly  the  contrary  eflPect.  He  should 
vote  against  the  committee,  because  he 
thought  the  best  way  was  to  abandon  the 
measure;  when  the  people  would  soon 
become  sensible  of  what  they  had  Inst, 
and  would  find  that  they  tbemseUes  had 
brought  down  the  evil  upon  their  own 
heads. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought  the  best  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be,  according  to  the 
prayer  of  all  the  petitions,  to  postpone  tbe 
matter  till  the  next  session  of  parliament. 
His  object  and  that  of  his  constituents  was, 
to  see  what  the  eflect  of  the  instrument 
which  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had 
that  night  laid  before  the  Hou»e  (ihe  De* 
finitive  Treaty  of  Peace)  would  be- against 
next  session.  Ministers  woold  have  tine 
to  look  about  them,  and  to  see  to  what  ex- 
tent our  burdens  could  be  alleviated  ;  and 
landlords  also  might  have  time  to  eater 
into  arrangements  with  their  tenants. 

Lord  ComptoH  approved  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee ;  thinking  it  proper 
that  the  country  should  become  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  aid  in  so  essential  an 
article  as  that  of  bread. 

The  Chancelhr  qf  ihe  Exchequer  agreed 
to  the  alteration,  as  to  the  wording  of  hie 
motion,  suggested  by  Mr.  Canning.  If 
it  could  be  supposed  that  thi  motion  as  he 
proposed  originally  to  word  it,  could  ha^o 
had  the  effect  of  fettering  the  committee. 
that  was  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  ought 
to  be   altered.    As  lo  pledgiag  himicir 


1101]  Cbmlotsf. 

thai  the  measure  ihould  not  be  again  taken 
up  during  the  present  session^  he  coold 
not  content  to  give  any  pledge  of  the  kind. 
Every  gentleman,  however,  would  be  at 
lih/erty  to  think  as  he  pleased  on  this  part 
of  the  subject. 

Sir  C.  Manck  was  surprised  to  hear  it 
contended,  that  the  House  bad  no  infor- 
aaation  on  the  subject  now  under  consi- 
deration. Had  they  not  the  sutute  that 
bod  been  passed  on  the  subject  ?  And  bad 
tbey  not  also  all  the  quarterly  average 
prfces  of  the  maritime  districts,  as  they 
nad  been  published  quarterly?  Were 
they  not  all  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  Lockkan  was  for  the  committee ;  in 
the  hope  that  no  measure  would  follow 
upon  the  subject  during  the  present  session 
of  parliament. 

Mr.  Ho$e  would  rather  that  the  matter 
were  entirely  postponed  to  the  next  sea- 
luon,  at  thtre  might  in  tba  mean  tkne  be 
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a  change  of  circumstances.  He  should 
not  oppose  the  committee,  upon  the  un- 
derstanding that  no  further  step  should  bo 
taken  during  the  present  session. 
.  The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  di« 
vision;  when  the  numbers  were— Ayea 
173;  Noes  67. 

Strangers  continued  to  be  excluded 
from  the  gallery ;  but  we  understood,  thai 
upon  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for 
taking  into  further  consideration  the  Re- 
port on  the  Corn  Laws, 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  moved» 
Thai  the  said  Report  should  be  taken  into 
further  consideration  that  day  three  weeks; 
and  general  Gasteigne  moved  as  an 
Amendment,  That  it  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  thaf  day  six  months;  upon 
which  the  House  again  divided;  when 
the  numbers  were — Ayet  116;  Noes  106. 
Mtiiority  10. 

Tha  Bill  wu  ibtrcfore  lost 
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The  Speeches  of  Robert  Rickards,  Esq.  oir  the  Reitswal  di 

THE  East  India  Company's  Charter. 

ThefoUowing  correct  Reports  of  Mr.  Bickardt's  Sfteeku  in  ike  Bourn  of 
Commons  on  the  2nd  and  I4th  of  June  WIS,  appeared  too  iotejw 
insertion  under  their  proper  dates. 


Speech  qf  the  2nd  of  June  1813. 

{See  Vol.  2Q, p.  5X6.) 

IN  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houte  on 
the  Resolutions  for  Renewing  the  But 
India  Company's  Charter^ 

Mr.  Rickards  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Chairman  ; — On  the  great  and  im- 
portant question  before  the  committee^  I 
solicit  your  indulgence  to  the  few  remarks 
I  have  to  submit. 

The  habits  of  my  life  hating  been 
widely  different  from  those  which  qualify 
for  public  speaking,  I  should  not  pre- 
fume  to  intrude  myself  into  the  debate, 
did  I  not  think  the  consideration  of  the 
question  would  be  benefited  by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  facts;  nay,  that  a  just  de- 
cision on  the  resolutions  depends  more  on 
facts  connected  with  the  case,  than  on 
arguments,  or  opinions,  however  ably  or 
eloquently  delivered.  The  observations 
I  shall  venture  to  make  are  the  result  of 
diligent  inquiries  and  actual  experience  in 
the  country  for  which  we  are  about  to 
legislate,  a  country  in  which  I  have  passed 
the  best  years  of  my  life,  and  I  shall 
never  cease  to  feel  a  warm  interest  in  all 
that  may  tend  to  promote  its  welfare. 

The  first  and  chief  point  of  consideration, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  India,  the  state  of  its  internal 
government,  and  the  means  of  increasing 
the  comforts,  happiness,  and  security  of 
the  people.  Compared  with  this,  all  other 
points  of  the  question,  in  my  humble  esti- 
mation, sink  into  insignificance.  The 
resolutions,  however,  do  not  Cuuch  on  this 
part  of  iha  subject.    Whether  it  has  been 


thought  there  was  not  time  enmigh  to 
coss  an  object  of  soch  imponance  •  and 
magnitude,  or  whether  the  information 
hitherto  collected  has  not  been  deemed 
sufficient,  I  shall  not  stay  to  inquire  ;  nor 
is  it  my  intention  to  press  it  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  further  than  as  it  ia 
intimately  connected  with  the  commercial 
question  to  which  the  resoltMioos  are 
chiefly  directed. 

It  must  be  obvious,  that  a  nation*  hoar- 
ever  rich  in  itself,  can  derive  but  little 
benefit  from  trading  with  a  country  of 
beggars :  which,  generally  and  comparap 
tively  speaking,  is  the  state  of  India*  ex* 
hibitiog  a  numerous  populstion  spread 
over  a  vast  country  of  great  natural  fer- 
tility and  easy  cultivation,  and  tilling  the 
land  for  subsistence ;  all  other  means  of 
employment  being  very  limited.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  exceptions  to  this*  as  to 
every  other  general  rule  and  position,  in 
the  great  commercial  towns  of  India* 
where  property  is  secure,  and  taxation 
light ;  wealth  is  there  accumulated,  and* 
by  expenditure,  diffused  so  as  to  improve 
the  condition,  and  promote  the  comforts* 
of  all  the  different  classes  of  inhabitants. 
But  the  blessings  of  this  diffusion  are  re* 
stricted  to  these  very  narrow  bounds. 
Owing  to  the  rigour  of  our  revenue  instito* 
tions,  and  the  exorbitant  rates  of  our  land- 
tax,  commercial  wealth  does  not  in  India, 
as  in  Europe,  overflow  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  couniry  ;  it  is  restrained  both  in 
its  expenditure  and  useful  employment. 
Rich  towns,  where  they  do  exist,  are  sur- 
rounded, at  no  great  distance,  by  a  nume- 
rous  agricultural    people,  deriving   from 

cuitiyaiion  of  the  land  a  icaoty  mainie- 
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see  for  themselres  and  their  families, 
ring  liltle  or  no  surplus  produce  to  ex- 
&nge  with  the  towns,  but  what  barely 
ficesy  from  the  proceeds  oF  its  sale,  to 
swer  the  detnands  of  goTernment  for' 
renue.  The  transition  from  the  narrow 
cle  of  commercial  wealth  to  the  wide- 
panded  fields  of  agricultural  wretched- 
IS  is  immediate  ;  and  the  great  mass  of 
i  people  are  doomed,  not  only  to  a 
serable  but  to  a  confirmed  state  of 
verty— to  a  state  of  porerty  for  which  I 
:  no  remedy  bat  in  a  very  material 
ange  of  our  revenue  institutions  in  those 
tricts  where  it  can  yet  be  effected ;  and 
lere  it  cannot,  there  is  no  resource  for 
profing  the  abject  condition  of  the 
tires,  but  in  the  freedom  of  trade  ;  on 
licb,  ai  a  consideration  immediately 
awing  out  of  the  resolutions  before  os, 
ball  beg  leave  to  express  my  sentiments, 
er  premising  that  our  revenue  systems 
India  are  founded  on  a  principle  adopted 
0  the  political  practice  of  our  govern- 
mt,  that  the  sovereign  is  the  proprietor 
the  soil,  and,  as  such>  entitled  to  one- 
If  of  its  gross  produce^  or  thereabouts, 
lis  principle,  revolting  as  it  is  to  British 
;as  of  property,  can  be  traced  no  higher 
m  to  the  Mahommedan  conquerors  of 
dia,  who,  by  their  exactions,  and  ex- 
isive  impositions,  are  considered  to  have 
sorbed  the  net  rent  of  land  in  the  amount 
the  tax,  and  to  have  annihilated  the  re- 
ectable  class  of  landed  proprietors  pro<* 
riy  so  called,  or  to  have  reduced  them 
d  their  descendants  to  the  degraded 
ndition  of  cultivators  or  labourers  in 
eir  paternal  fields.* 

This  opinion  is  founded  on  there  being 
»  trace  of  the  same  rate  of  taxation 
those  countries  where  the  Mahom- 
sdan  arms  did  not  penetrate,  and  where 
e  ancient  Hindoo  institutions  may 
erefore  be  supposed  to  have  descended 
(Changed  from  the  most  remote  anti- 
lity.  At  all  events,  we  found  this  prin- 
pie  established  in  the  countries  coo- 
lered  by  us  from  the  Mussulmans ;  and, 
tierever  it  prevails,  the  ryot,  or  farmer^ 
iving  only  the  other  half  left  to  him  as 
8  share,  from  which  he  U  to  supply  all 
s  expences  of  cultiration  and  mainte- 
incr,  and  to  save  seed  for  the  ensuing 
;ar.  is  reduced  to  a  degree  of  poverty 
d  degradation  very  little  removed,  in 
me  districts  which  I  have  seen,  from  the 
ndition  of  savage  life. 


'  Vidf*  coK  Wilkes  on  the  Sooth  of  India. 
(  VOL.  XXVU. ) 
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Mr.  Colebrook,  in  bis  treatise  on  the 
husbandry  of  Bengal,  tays,  that  a  cuU 
tivator  at  half-produce  is  worse  off  than  a 
labourer  in  the  cultivator's  own  field,  who 
is  paid  at  the  rate  of  two  annas*,  or  about 
three  pence  steiling,  per  diem.  He  has 
neither  stock  nor  capital  sufficient  to  carry 
on  any  but  the  most  wretched  husbandry  : 
be  is  often  obliged  to  borrow  money 'at 
heavy  interest,  secured  by  a  species  of 
mortgage  upon  the  coming  crop;  and 
when  it  is  also  remembered,  that  this  exor- 
bitant land-tax  of  half  produce  is  collected, 
or  rather  exacted,  by  a  numerous  esta- 
blishment of  native  servantsf,  who  take  at 
much  more  as  they  can  get  for  themselves, 
and  whose  acts  the  European  collector 
cannot  by  any  means  sufficiently  controol, 
it  if  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  condi- 
tion more  deplorable,  or  more  advene  ta 
the  advancement  of  civilijMtion  and  pros* 
perity,  than  thai  which  the  ryot  of  India 
actually  exhibits:  he  may  well  be  de-. 
scribed  in  language  lately  used  bj  the 
honourable  directors,  to  live  all  '*  his  days 
on  rice,  and  to  go  half  covered  with  aftlight 
cotton  cloth  I ;  for  the  wretched  being 
here  described  can  afford  nothing  better. 

When  government  take  all  but  what  it 
barely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
ryot,  there  can  be  no  interoiediate  pro- 
prietor ;  society  is  therefore  deprived  of 
the  advantages  arising  out  of  a  regolar 
gradation  of  ranks ;  of  those  natural  tiet 
and  authorities  which  serve  at  once  to  give 
strength,  animation,  and  security,  to  the 
whole  body,  and  to  attach  it  most  effec- 
tually to  the  ruling  power ;  it  conseqoentljr. 
loses  the  benefits  of  the  expenditure  of 
private  wealth,  which  is  the  best  support 
and  stimulus  of  the  labour  and  industry  of 
the  poor.  A  government  absorbing  the 
net  rent  of  land  in  the  amount  of  m  taz^ 
which  leaves  to  the  cultivator,  for  the  ez- 
pences  of  agriculture  and  the  maintenance 
of  himself,  his  family,  and  dependents^ 
only  half  the  produce  of  bis  fields,  can 
never,  by  any  expedients,  supply  the 
blanks  and  deficiencies  in  society,    nor 


*  Vide  Remarks  on  the  Husbandry  of 
Bengal,  p.  102. 

t  The  conduct  of  our  native  retenoe 
collectors  is  very  strikingly  displayed  fai 
the  Report  of  an  liiqbirv  into  their  alleged 
malpractices  in  the  Tanjore  district,  o^ 
which  an  abstract  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

{  Printed  Papers  respecting  tne_  Re- 
newal of  the  Comptoy's  czciusite 
lege,  p.  2S4. 
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remedy  the  evils  vihicli  its  own  improvi- 
deni  act  has  occasioned.  A  rigid  epfurce- 
iiient  of  this  principle  of  taxation  must  ne- 
cessaiily  induce  the  very  vvorst  condition 
of  society  that  can  be  conceived  to  exist, 
viz.  a  limitation  of  classes  to  the  despots 
who  rule  and  the  slaves  who  obey ;  and 
in  proportion  as  political  causes  check  the 
growth  of  intermediate  ranks,  the  people 
will  be  found  to  approach  this  point  of 
extreme  misery  and  weakness. 

Where  the  sovereign  is  sole  proprietor, 
and  takes  the  fruits  of  cultivation  to  this 
extent,  there  can  be  no  land  in  the  market 
for  sale;  and,  if  there  were,  capitalists 
would  not  buy  what  was  so  obviously  in- 
capable of  yielding  iheni  any  return ;  or 
if,  to  render  these  lands  marketable,  the 
sovereign  proprietor  relinquish  a  very 
small  portion  of  his  dt  mand  for  revenue, 
it  is  at  best  but  a  short  remove  from  the 
former  point.  The  fitld  for  the  employ- 
ment or  expenditure  of  the  commercial 
wealth  accumulated  in  towns  is,  by  this 
operation,  but  little  enlarged ;  whilst 
many  of  our  most  enlightened  Indian  ser- 
▼ants  have  thought,  that  thus  to  create  a 
class  of  landed  proprietors,  allowing  them 
only  a  modicum  of  the  general  produce 
for  their  own  share,  is  rather  an  aggrava- 
tion than  a  mitigation  of  the  original 
evil.* 

Though  this  principle  of  taxation,  di- 
fiding  the  produce  equally  between  the 
sovereign  and  the  cultivator,  be  very 
generally  asserted,  and  even  acted  upon 
throughout  the  greatest  part  of  India,  it 
may  still  be  urged,  that  it  is  not  very  ri- 
gorously enforced.  To  this  I  should  re- 
ply, that  an  exact  execution  of  it  in  prac- 
tice is  utterly  impossible.  In  the  first 
place,  having  myself  made  some  experi- 
mental inquiries  into  this  matter,  I  am  led 
Tery  strongly  to  doubt,  whether  one  half 
oi*  the  actual  produce  of  land,  taken  in  a 
large  extent  of  country  of  various  soils 
and  capabilities,  (whatever  it  may  be  in 
particular  fertile  spots)  and  in  a  country, 
divided  as  India  mostly  is  into  small 
tenures,  be  sufticient  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  class  of  cultivators,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  their  husbandry.  It  is,  however, 
the  share,  nominal  or  real,  allotted  to  the 
ryots  of  that  country  ;  and  its  consequence, 
as  noticed  by  Mr.  Colebrooke  and  others, 
ii  always  extreme  poverty. 

♦  Vide  col.  Monro's  Letter,  I5ih  Aug. 
1807,  in  Appendix  to  Fifth  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  tha  AOairs  of  Iadia» 
p.  04^,  V44. 
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In  the  next  place,  tboufh  there  are  ac- 
counts all  over  India  pretending  to  ihow 
the  actual  produce  of  every  field  and 
garden,  and  its  division  into  sharei^  with 
minute  accuracy,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
asserting,  that  it  never  was,  and  nerer  can 
be,  accurately  ascertained:*  and  if  any 
one  will  take  the  trouble  of  calmly  re- 
flecting, what  infinite  variations,  in  this 
respect,  must  necessarily  arise  in  all  coun- 
tries from  soil  and  climate,  no  two  fields. 
perhaps,  being  exactly  alike  ;  from  dif- 
ferent degrees  and  means  of  irrigation; 
from  changes  in  season  and  weather, 
neither  to  be  foreseen  nor  calculated; 
from  accidents,  such  as  inundations,  leoi- 
pesti,  droughts,  blights,  &c. ;  from  the 
dii}erent  degrees  of  labour,  skill,  or  capital, 
employed  in  the  cultivation;  and  from 
changes  from  year  to  year>  in  the  articles 
produced;  and  still  more,  if  any  one  will 
attempt  personally  to  examine  any  exten- 
sive spot  with  a  view  to  ascertain  Its  actual 
produce,  be  will  be  fully  conrinced  of 
the  truth  of  this  position. 

Notwithstanding  the  utter  impossibility 
of  framing  these  accounts,  with  sufficient 
accuracy  to  make  them  a  basil  of  any 
thing  like  a  just  and  equal  system  of  taxa- 
tion, we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  trailing 
to  them  in  India  very  generally ;  they  art 
the  avowed  groundwork  of  our  revenue 
collections,  on  account  of  the  plausibility 
with  which  they  are  framed »  notwith* 
standing  the  Indian  records  contain  abun- 
dant proofs  of  their  being  a  mass  of  error. 
Some  of  these  records  lately  printed,  and 
now  on  the  table  of  this  House,  contain 
avowals  by  the  highest  Indian  authorities 

*  A  perusal  of  col.  Munro's  Letters  in 
Appendix  to  Fifth  Report,  p.  745  to  752, 
will  show  how  liable  all  lana  suryeys.  and 
accounts  of  landed  produce,  are  to  frauds 
error,  and  arbitrary  imposition;   and  alio 
how  insuihcient  the  precautions  suggested  ^ 
by  thi^  distinguished  collector  must  e? er' 
prove  to  remedy  these  evils.     When  col, 
Monro  asserts,  that  "  there  is  perhaps  no 
curnum  (native  accountant)  who  in  any 
one  year  gives  a  perfectly  true  statement 
of  the  cultivation  of  his  village;  and  it  ia 
only  the  fear  of  suspension  or  removal  that 
can  make  him  give  such  accounts  at  are 
tolerably  accurate  \*'    he  only  ad?ancea 
what  is  still  further  corroborated  by  Mr« 
Shore  (now  lord  Teignmouth)  in  his  mi- 
nute entered  in  the  same  Appendix,  and 
is  indeed  consi<«tent  with  common  expe* 
rience  io  this  department  of  the  reTenue. 
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of  the  extreme  inaccoracy  of  these  ac- 
counts, and  how  little  they  are  to  be  relied 
on,  after  the  most  laborious  and  meritorious 
exertions  of  the  Company's  ablest  servants 
had  been  for  years  devotbd  to  perfect 
them. 

In  an  extensive  district,  of  which  I  was 
once  collector,  1  found  the  village  and 
canongoe  accounts,  complete  fabrications, 
though  the  collection   went  on,  that  is, 
certain  sums  were  annually  realized  by 
the  native  collectors  from  certain  districts, 
just  as  if  no  error  prevailed.     In  several 
cases  I  ascertained,  by  personal  inspection, 
that  large  tracts  of  cultivated  lands  were 
wholly  omitted  from  the  accounts ;  whilst, 
in  others,  they  exhibited  a  most  minute 
detail  of   produce  from   rice   lands  and 
plantations,  where,  on  proceeding  to  the 
spot  described,  no  such  produce  had  ever 
existed  within  the  memory  of  man.     This 
country  abounded  wih  cocoa-nut,  beetle- 
nut,  and  mango  trees,  all  assessed  to  the 
revenue;    the   former,    more    especially, 
▼ary  exceedingly   in   their  produce,    in 
proportion  to  their  distance  from  the  sea  : 
(he  trees  of  x\\t  same  garden  also  bear  dif- 
ferently ;  yet  one  uniform  tax  of  56  reas 
per  tree  was  applied  to  all.     Besides  this 
inequality  in  the  application  of  the  tax,  its 
amount  was  greatly  more  than  the  value 
of  that  portion  of  the  average  product  of^ 
each  tree,  which  government  claimed  as 
its  own  share ;  so  that  to  enable  the  holder, 
or  cultivator  of  these  lands,  to  pay  his  tax 
on  the  over- assessed  trees,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  other  trees  in  the  same  garden  were 
giv^en  up  khas,  or  free  of  tax.     In  other 
cases,  I  have  known  the  revenue  assessed 
on  cultivated  fields  actually  exceed  the 
gross  produce  of  the  spot  ;•  in  which  case 
the  ryot  was  forced  in  each  year  to  culti- 
vate his  land,  but  was  allowed  to  hold 
other  lands,   either  tax-free,  or  assessed 
lower  than  the  established  r;^te,  to  enable 
him    to   pay   this    extravagant    demand. 
This  is  sometimes  called  justice  to  the 
ryot;  but  it  is  rather  an  act  of  necessity, 
for  without  it  the  tax  could  not  be  paid  at 
all ;    and   if   we  consider    the    collusive 
dealings,  the  fr^ud  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  oppression  on   the   other,  to   which 
such  a  system  is  peculiarly  open,  coupled 
with  the  absolute  impossibility  of  distin- 

*  Col.  Munro,  in  the  Letters  before  re- 
ferred to,  p.  749,  also  says,  •«  in  every 
village,  in  every  season,  there  are  a  few 
fields  whose  produce  is  not  equal  to  their 
rent," 
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guisbing  under  it,  wilh  accuracy,  tbt 
fights  of  government  from  those  of  the 
cultivator,  can  any  impartial  and  reflecting 
mind^fail  to  be  convinced  of  its  arbitrari- 
ness, hardship,  and  injustice }  that  the  tax 
has  been  of  necessity,  and  probably  in 
most  cases,  assessed  upon  the  ryots,  by  no 
other  measure  than  their  supposed  ability 
to  pay  it?  that  there  is'nothing certain  in 
it  but  its  exorbitance;  that  it  pretends  to 
a  precise  rule,  which  never  can  be  accu- 
rately applied  in  practice  ?  and  that  it* 
magnitude  occasions  so  large  a  proportion 
of  the  produce  to  be  taken  by  govern- 
ment and  its  officers,  as  to  "  leave  to  th« 
unfortunate  ryot  (in  the  words  of  the  Fifth 
Report)  little  more  than  what  he  it 
enabled  to  secure  by  evasion  and  con* 
cealment?'* 

There  are  other  persons,  besides  ac- 
tual ryots,  who  share  in  the  general 
produce  of  the  soil,  known  by  different 
names  in  different  parts  of  India.  They 
are  all  enumerated  and  classed  in  tht 
Fifth  Heport;  but  the  amount  of  the  so* 
vereign's  share  is  so  great,  that  the  por- 
tions allotted  to  the  other  sharers  are  not 
sufficient  to  raise  them  above  the  poverty 
of  the  ryots  themselves.  In  this  respect 
alt  are  poor  alike,  or  with  few  exceptions. 
But  this  supposed  right  is  productive  of 
further  evil,  in  the  vexatious  enquiriei 
which  have  been  set  on  foot  to  ascertain 
and  extend  the  assertion  of  it ;  and  in 
a  constant  interference  in  the  business  and 
pursuits  of  individual  subjects,  which  a 
sovereign  never  can  exercise  but  to  the 
material  obstruction  of  general  pros- 
perity.* 

In  the  official  vouchers  subjoined  to  the 
Fiflh  Report  there  are  several  striking 
examples  of  the  eflects  of  this  inti^rference ; 
and  with  so  many  recorded  proofs  belbre 
us  of  the  evils  resulting  from  this  system 
of  taxation— a  system  too  obviously  in- 
consistent with  ail  sound  principle-^-doet 
it  not  behove  us,  now  that  we  are  about 
to  legislate  afresh  for  that  country,  if  we 
really  wish  the  prosperity  of  India,  to 
examine,  to  expose,  and  to  remedy, 
where  we  can,  ex'sting  impediments  to 
the  progress  of  improvement?  Nrglecf^ 
oversight,  or  silent  toleration  of  evils,  will 
be  grounds  of  just  reproach  on  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  disorder  and  vexation,  the   ^reat 


*  Mr.  Shore's  Minutt;  ht-fore  relerred 
to.  Appendix  to  Fifth  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee. 
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Up  to  the  year  1800,  much  the  same 
kind  of  revenue  system  seems  to  have 
been  in  force  at  madras,  as  is  already 
described  to  have  prevailed  in  Bengal 
previous  to  1793.  The  second  Report 
apprises  us,  on  the  authority  of  my  lord 
Wellesley's  government,  in  a  letter  dated 
in  1800,  that  "  those  valuable  possessions 
(meaning  the  ancient  possessions  of  the 
Company  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel) 
were  destitute  of  every  institution  which 
could  either  promote  the  ease  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people,  or  the  vigour  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  government.'* 

To  remedy  this  deplorable  state  of 
things,  the  Bengal  zemindary  system,  and 
its  accompanying  judicial  regulations, 
were  ordered  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Madras  provinces.  It  has  accordingly 
been  extended  to  some  of  them,  with  this 
modification,  as  to  the  sovereign's  revenue, 
that  it  averages  at  Madras  about  8-lOths, 
instead  of  9-lOihs,  as  in  Bengal,  of  the 
net  rent  of  estates.  It  has  also  been  in- 
troduced into  districts  where  no  zemindars 
previously  existed;  where  the  sovereign, 
being  considered  sole  proprietor  of  the 
lands,  divided  their  produce  with  the 
ryots;  and  where  government  consequent- 
ly erected  a  class  of  men,  by  purchase  or 
grant,  to  occupy  allotted  estates,  under  the 
denomination  of  niootahdars. 

The  Fifth  Report  notices  a  pretty  gene- 
ral failure  of  this  system  in  the  districts 
under  Madras,  to  which  it  had  been  ex- 
tended, and  gives  in  the  Appendix  nume- 
rous opinions,  by  the  most  distinguished 
servants  at  that  presidency,  adverse  to 
its  operation,  and  further  extension.  There 
are  also  some  able  opinions  in  its  favour ; 
but  the  general  prepossession  being  against 
it,  the  further  introduction  of  the  system 
seems  there  to  have  been  suspended.  It 
is  not  my  intenton  to  discuss  the  relative 
merits  of  the  did'erent  systems  now  pre- 
vailing at  Madras,  for  this  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  question  before  the  House.  I 
shall,  therefore,  merely  observe,  that  the 
tax,  under  all  of  them,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
greatly  too  high,  and  consequently  the 
main  defect  of  the  whole ;  whilst  under  a 
more  moderate  assessment,  the  zemindary 
system  would  certainly  possess  some  ad- 
vantages, of  which  the  others  would  still 
be  destitute. 

The  exorbitance,  however,  of  the  tax, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  its  punctual 
discharge,  it  has  been  often  asserted  hv 
respect'^ble  authorities,  leave  to  the 
uootahdar  no  alternativei  in  attempts  to 
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improve  his  own  miserable  ahtre,  but  to 
trench  on  the  portion  allotted  to  th«*  ryot, 
since  he  cannot  invade  that  of  gov]ernment 
with  impunity,  by  which  means  the  ryot's 
condition  is  made  worse  than  it  was  be- 
fore. The  following  letter  from  a  natife 
of  great  respectability,  to  the  governor  of 
Madras,  describing  the  efitects  of  the 
mootahdary  system  in  the  district  where 
he  resided,  confirms  the  truth  of  this  as- 
sertion ;  and  as  it  is  an  interesting  docu- 
ment, which  may  relieve  the  tedium  of 
my  detail,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  read  it  for 
the  information  of  the  House;  and  the 
more  especially  as,  with  some  allowance 
for  its  style,  and  the  warmth  of  some  of 
its  expressions,  I  feel  confident,  from  my 
own  knowledge  of  facts,  as  well  as  the 
information  of  others,  that  it  gives  no  on* 
faithful  account  of  the  general  conduct  of 
mootahdars,  and  of  the  evils  to  which  the 
system,  under  existing  circumstances,  is 
irremediably  liable. 

'^  HE  IS  THE  JUST  GOD. 

**  Let  them  present  this  to  the  resplen- 
dent sight  of  the  right  bonoormbU  lord 
William  Bentinck,  governor  in  council, 
the  cherisher  of  mankind,  may  the  sha- 
dow of  God  long  remain  upon  him  ! 

*'  The  Dessmooks,  Desspandies,  Naat 
Goms,  and  Shambogues,  the  ancient  Land- 
holders, Puttiels,  and  Ryots  of  every  de- 
scription, natives  of  or  resident  in  the 
districts  of  the  Bara  Mahl,  and  other  de« 
pendencies  of  the  Sirrar  of  the  Company. 
the  seat  of  prosperity,  in  conseqaetire  of 
the  system  now  in  force,  openly,  and  with* 
out  service,  at  all  times,  and  in  ^very 
condition,  thus  among  themselves  bear 
testimony. 

"  1st.  During  the  reign  of  Hyder  Ally 
Khan  Bahauder,  the  whole  of  us  ryots« 
devoting  ourselves  honestly  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  government  taxes,  gained 
from  our  own  shares  livelihood,  and  en- 
joyed protection,  security,  and  ease ;  after- 
wards also,  for  a  certain  period,  whilst 
subjects  of  Tippoo  Sultaun  deceased,  wa 
passed  our  time,  as  before,  happily  free 
from  care  and  sorrow,  were  objects  of 
favour  and  attention,  and  surrounded  with 
justice.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  life 
of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  who,  notwithstanding 
bis  addiction  to  pleasures,  was  a  welUin- 
tentioned  man,  true  to  his  promise,  a  lover 
of  justice,  and  attentive  to  the  complaints 
of  his  people,  owing  to  our  being  delivered 
over  to  oppressive  aumils,  and  asiofs  of  a 
cruel  dispositioni  unable  to  preserve  our 
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eflPecU  and  lawful  property,  we  became 
affected,   and    from  our  heart  tnd  soqI, 
tired  of  our   very   existence.      Whereas 
having  repeatedly   heard   reports  of  the 
humanity   of  the  sirdars  of  the  English 
Company  Bahauder,  their  compassion  for 
the  poor,  love  of  justice  and  equity,  regard 
to   the  condition  and   complaints   of  the 
suppliant^  attention  to  the    beneOting  of 
all  classes  of  people,  as  well  as  their  fair 
dealing   and   observance   of  agreements, 
which  exceed   the    bounds   of    common 
publicity,  and  embrace  the  whole  world, 
we  entreated  of  the  Lord  of  Majesty  and 
Glory,  with  the  utmost  fervency  of  prayer, 
that  having,  for  the  comfort  and  support 
of  us  poor  creatures,  delivered  over  the 
rein  of  government  of  these  districts  to  the 
guidance  of  the  sirdars  of  the  Company, 
who   are  the   centre  of  moderation   and 
justice,  and  the  refuge  of  the  poor,  be 
would  effect  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  us  distressed   people.      Praise   be  to 
God,  that  agreeably  to  the  earnest  desire 
of  our  breasts,  so  did  it  take  place.    The 
banners  of  lord   Cornwallis's  army,   the 
emblem  of  victory,  having  moTed  towards 
the  Ghauts,  after  a  series  of  warfare,  peace 
was  concluded,  and  the  province  of  the 
Bara  Mahl,  being  taken  by  the  English, 
was   committed    to   the   management   of 
colonel  Read  Bahauder,  with  a  view  to 
afford  the  oppressed  inhabitants  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  and   prosperity.      By  the 
favour  of  God,  the  above-mentioned  colo- 
nel, after  having  carried  into  effect  a  re- 
gular arrang<ement  and  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country  as  was  proper 
and   becoming,  with   a  strict  regard   to 
justice,  in  attending  to  our  comfort  and 
happiness  and  general  welfare,  surpassed 
the  accounts  that  had  been  heard  of  re- 
specting the  just  administration,  the  ob- 
servance of  which  was  an  invariable  rule 
of  conduct,  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Englisli 
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description,  from  the  marsh  of  distress, 
reached  the  banks  of  liberty  and  security, 
from  the  time  of  colonel  Read  Bahauder, 
until  that  of  the  present  Mr.  Groeme;  we 
passed  our  time  contentedly,  and  with 
peace  of  mind,  and  returning  thanks  to 
the  Almighty,  we  offered  up  our  prayers 
for  the  continuance  and  stability  of  the 
Company's  empire;  and,  reflecting  on 
the  access  we  had  to  favours,  and  the  re- 
turn of  peace  and  safety,  we  formed  a  firm 
resolution,  the  effect  of  the  most  fervent 
good-will  and  devotion  to  the  state,  that  if 
hereafter,  by  the  decrees  of  fate,  any  foe 


or  rebel  should  threaten  the  territories  of 
the  Company,  ere  the  waving  of  the 
standards  of  the  army,  the  semblance  of 
conquest,  we,  setting  an  example,  would 
ourselves  correct,  punish,  and  exterminate 
the  impotent  enemy. 

"  2nd.  We  are  ignorant  what  instances 
of  treachery,  discontent,  or  impropriety  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  us  poor  people^ 
have  been  brought  to  proof  by  the  officers 
of  the  British  government,  the  seat  of 
prosperity ;  that  now,  suddenly  casting 
us  down  from  the  height  of  respect  and 
esteem,  they  have  conGned  us  in  the 
depths  of  neglect  and  distress  ;  that  is  to 
say,  having  divided  and  permanently  par- 
celled out  the  Bara  Mahl,  &c.  into  several 
distinct  qaootahs  (farms)  have  committed 
them  to  the  authority  of  mean,  despicable 
wretches,  who,  from  father  and  forefather, 
till  the  present  time,  followed  no  better 
profession  than  that  of  vending  milk,' re- 
tailing spirits,  preparing  dried  cow-dung 
for  fuel,  attending  on  sheep  and  oxen,  or 
the  service  of  people  of  an  inferior  con* 
ditibn ;  people,  who  were  formerly  obe* 
dient  to,  and  dependent  on,  the  families 
of  us  inhabitants  for  support;  they,  who 
were  then  in  want  of  a  farthing,  imme- 
diately that  they  enjoyed  their  own  free 
will,  became  as  is  the  dominion  of  the 
sea;  and  in  the  excess  of  vanity  and  pride^ 
agreeably  to  this  saying, '  the  vulgar  man 
when  sealed  on  a  lofty  terrace,  pisses  and 
throws  rubbish  on  that  which  is  beneath 
him,'  forgetting  the  origin  and  profession 
of  their  ancestors  in  the  commencement 
of  their  government,  stretched  forth  the 
hand  of  force  and  violence  over  us,  and 
by  constantly  making  exorbitant  demands, 
insisting  on  fines,  ruining  our  reputation 
by  abuse  towards  our  wives  and  daughters, 
and  disgracing  us  by  blows  and  stripes, 
have  girt  their  waist  with  the  skirts  of  ob- 
stinacy, in  dishonouring  and  making  ab- 


Company  Bahauder;  thus  we  all,  of  every    ject  us   poor  inoffensive   people;    in   so 


mu^h,  that  not  being  able  to  submit  to 
oppression,  and  brook  disgrace  from  the 
hands  of  those,  who,  till  yesterday,  were 
low-lived  scavengers  in  need  of  our  sup- 
port, from  continued  suffering  and  afflic- 
tion, our  souls  have  reached  our  very  lips. 
"  3d.  The  Company's  officers  mdy  say, 
'  I^est  any  one,  cruelly  disposed  and  pos- 
sessed of  power,  should  act  injuriously  and 
tyrannically  towards  another,  we  have 
nominated  and  appointed  to  every  zillab, 
gentlemen  of  the  Uw,  to  administer  jus- 
tice, (for  instance,  the  court  of  law  in  the 
Bara  Mahl  is  at  Salem)  who,  in  the  event 
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of  a  peiition,  or  appeal  to  them,  make 
proper  inquiry  into  the  buMness.^    We 
know  this  to  be  true.     The  gentlemen  of 
the  law  in  every  ziilah,  fairly  and  without 
partiality,  attend  to  the  complaints  of  the 
poor  and  insulated  suppliant ;  and  when  a 
petition  is  presented  at  the  court  of  justice, 
they  make   inquiry,  as  soon  as  possible, 
into  the   particulars;    and  having  given 
their  decision  in  conformity  to  equity  and 
law,  they  give  admonition  to  the  trans- 
gressor, and  render  to  him,  whose  cause  is 
good,  that  which  is  his  due;    of  all  this 
there  is  no  doubt ;   but  what  prospect  has 
the  needy  petitioner  of  being  able  to  reach 
the  presence  of  the  officers  of  justice  ?  For 
example,   should  the  poor  husbandman, 
who  pays  ten  small  Madras  fanams  as  a 
tax  on  cultivation,  unable  any  longer  to 
submit  to  be  wronged  and  insulted,  go  to 
Salem  to  the  officers  of  justice,  to  com- 
plain of  the  oppression  of  the  mootahdar, 
ten  or  twelve  rupees  are  requisite  for  food 
for  the  journey,  and  for  the  time  he  may 
have  to  remain   there ;     besides  which, 
•omethinff  is  also  required  to  be  given  for 
writing  the  petition  ;  thus,  how  can  he 
support  the  burden  of  so  many  expences, 
and  whence  can  he  obtain  such  a  sum  ? 
In  addition  to  the  above,  the  desolation  of 
hu  dwelling,  impediments  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land,  and  the  starvation  of  his 
children,   are  increased.    Again,  should 
any  one   of   known    honesty  and   good 
credit  be  able,  by  borrowing  money,  to 
provide  what  is  required  for  the  journey, 
he  comes  to  the  court-house,  and  there 
presents  his  petition.     Since  hundreds  of 
people  daily  present  themselves  to,  and 
press  upon,  the  officers  of  justice,  they 
enjoy  not  a  moment's  leisure;   although, 
-first   attending   to   affairs  of  importance, 
and  arranging  them  agreeably  to  priority, 
they  invehtigate   Fairly,  and  decide  as  is 
fit    and    becoming,    still    the  petitioner, 
unable  to  afiord  the  expences  required  for 
so    long   a   continuance    of   absence,   is 
obliged,  on  the  approach  of  distress,  to  re- 
turn   along   with    the    mootahdar,  whose 
teeth   are  chattering  with  rage  towards 
him. 

"  The  mootahdars,  without  hesitation, 
tell  us,  '  We  have  purchased  the  country 
and  its  inhabitants  fiom  the  Company, 
and  have  unrestrained  command  over  them; 
so  great  h  our  authority,  that  if  we  take  a 
liking  to  any  particular  person,  we  can 
give  him  as  a  pre«f  nt,  land  valuef!  at  130 
pagodas;  or.  if  we  wish  to  humble  or  ruin 
any  cue,  we  have  the  means  eilectually  of 
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depriving  him  of  hit  repatation,  lai 
plundering  him  of  hit  property.  Neither | 
the  lord,  judge,  or  collector^  have  to  much 
power  as  this  in  our  mootahs  (fiii'iht),  and 
over  our  people,  or  will  they  ever  have 
it;  what  signifies  the  complaiDU  of 
wretches  like  you  ?'  Should  the  ryot 
prefer  an  accusation  in  a  court  of  justice, 
the  mootahdar  construes  it  into  e  mort 
serious  crime;  and,  in  coniequencej  h 
extent  of  violence  and  cruelty  ia  the  resdlt 
Thus  to  complain  against  the  mootahdar, 
is,  in  fact,  striving  to  draw  down  oppres- 
sion on  your  own  bead.  In  submitting  pa* 
tiently  there  ^  is  no  relief,  to  lament  and 
bewail  is  equally  unavailing. 

<^  4tb.  Again,  to  be  constantly  stjitiog 
trifling  injuries  to  the  court  at  Salea, 
which  is  five  or  six  days  journey  froM 
Kistnagharry,  and  other  placet,  is  qoile 
out  of  the  question;  for  a  second  loos 
would  arise  greater  than  the  first.  For 
example,  gentlemen  travelling  to  and 
from  distant  parts  of  the  country,  fre- 
quently pass  along  on  the  high  road, 
through  these  districts.  The  orders  of 
the  collector  are  issued  by  the  thaaseldar 
for  the  collecting  of,  and  selling  to  the 
travellers,  grass,  firewood,  fowls,  eggt, 
sheep,  and  other  articles,  as  may  be  re« 
quired  by  them.  The  thasseldar  enjoins 
the  mootahdar  to  be  attentive.  The 
mootahdar  by  force  seizes  from  the  house 
of  each  individual  ryot,  firewood,  gran^ 
fowls,  eggs,  &c.  In  this  manner  he  col- 
lects together,  in  one  place,  whole  mannds 
of  butter,  and  fowls,  sheep,  k,c.  in  great 
numbers.  These  he  gives  out  to  the  gen* 
tlemen  at  a  certain  price,  as  they  may  re- 
quire them;  what  remains  (and  this 
amounts  to  a  considerable  quantity)  ho 
sends  away  to  his  own  house,  l^us,  lor 
the  sake  of  a  little  butter,  grass,  and  a  few 
fowls,  &c.  how  can  each  poor  farmer, 
quitting  his  house,  and  the  cultivation  of 
his  fields,  afiord  to  go  to  Salem,  which  is 
at  least  five  or  six  days  journey  distant, 
and  requires  ten  or  fifteen  rupees  for  the 
attendant  expences  ? 

"  5th.  Many  of  these  mootahdars  of 
low  descent  and  connection,  destitute 
even  at  one  period  of  bread,  who,  were 
they  to  work  the  whole  day  together 
with  their  wives  and  children,  would,  with 
difficulty,  gain  a  single  Madras  fanam, 
thus  publicly  make  mention,  '  Should  the 
officers  of  government,  observing  the 
dtsolation  of  the  country,  and  the  distress 
ol  ttie  inhabitants,  which  has  proceeded 
from  our  harsh  treatment,  conceive  us  In 
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blame,  and  depriving  us  of  our  employ- 
ment, put  us  into  prison,  what  harm  does 
that  do  us?  Whatever  we  now  acquire, 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, accumulates  into  a  capital  sufiicient 
for  our  sons  and  daughters ;  to  us  also, 
when  confined,  they  give  a  double  fanam 
daily,  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  the 
regulations.  So  great  a  degree  of  indul- 
gence may  be  estimated  as  the  height  of 
good  fortune;  besides  all  this,  after  we 
have  been  kept  in  confinement  a  certain 
time,  they  will  at  length  release  us/ 

"  6th.  The  Company's  servants  possess 
the  most  enlightened  judgment;  their 
knowledge  of  what  rs  for  the  good  of  the 
country  is  as  boundless  as  the  ocean ; 
they  have,  moreovier,  an  acute  genius  in 
carrying  on  affairs  of  a  trifling  as  well  as 
those  of  an  important  nature ;  what  ad- 
vantas;e  then  can  they  have  expected  in 
thus  distressing  and  ruining  us  poor  ryots, 
by  transferring  our  country  from  beneath 
their  own  immediate  authority,  in  sale  to 
the  dominion  and  management  of  such 
low,  poor,  worthless  creatures  ?  If  by 
plundering  and  oppressing  the  people,  the 
benefit  of  the  Company  is  held  in  ytew  ; 
auch  a  procedure  is  not  only  unjust,  but 
is,  at  the  same  time,  attended  with  very 
considerable  disadvantage;  for  example, 
the  total  amount  of  the  jummabundy  of 
this  system  of  mootahsazy  (delivering  the 
land  to  the  mootahdars)  is  scarcely  equi- 
valent to  half  of  the  collection  made  by 
colonel  Read : — thus,  how  is  it  possible 
for  any  one  to  conceive  it  an  advantage? 
Moreover  the  poverty  and  discontent  of 
the  ryots,  a  circumstance  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  Company,  is 
increased:  for  instance,  the  rents  collected 
yearly  in  colonel  Rea«l's  time  on  the  lands 
that  were  watered  from  the  large  lake, 
near  the  village  of  Kistnagherry,  amounted 
to  seven  hundred  star  pagodas;  and  now, 
by  the  jummabhundy  of  the  mootahdars, 
they  are  fixed  at  2.^0  pagodas  only  ;  in 
like  manner  a  loss  is  sustained  on  every 
other  article  of  revenue  or  taxation  through 
the  whole  province  ;  either  the  circar 
should  reap  advantage  from  the  distress  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  the  inhabitants  should 
gain  by  the  loss  sustained  by  the  circar 
in  the  deficiency  of  the  colUctions.  In 
short,  the  system  of  mootahsazy  is  not 
only  the  fountain  of  detriment  to  the 
•tate,  but  of  unavoidable  ruin  to  the  com* 
munity. 

"  7ih.   Such  is  the  conduct,  and  such  ' 
are  the  measures  adopted  by  these  tyran- ' 
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nical  ipootabdars,  that  you  would  say  a 
fresh  race  of  refractory  polygars  had 
sprung  up,  and  become  established  in  tbo 
centre  of  the  Company's  dominions.  If 
by  chance,  at  any  future  period,  in  the 
hopes  of  raising  an  insurrection,  arrogating 
to  themitclves  their  noble  origin,  they 
should  be  able  to  collect  together  a  num- 
ber of  vagrant  predatory  people,  by  la* 
festingthe  roads,  and  coi^mittiDgmardera, 
they  will  cause  the  destruction  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  prove  a  thorn  in  the  feet 
of  travellers  ;  nor  will  they  neglect  any 
opportunity  of 'entering  into  leagues  with 
the  enemies  of  this  permanent  empire. 

"  In  the  territories  also  of  the  polygan 
of  Coongunny,  Solegurry,  Angusgurry* 
and  especially  Baglore,  the  extent  of  the 
misery  and  sufierance  of  the  people  is  of 
that  nature,  that  it  cannot  be  contained  in 
the  vase  of  representation. 

"  To  sum  up  the  whole ;  owing  to  the 
oppression  of  the  mootahdars  alone*  the 
ryots  and  people  of  every  class  and  de- 
scription, having  cast  their  effects  to  the 
wind,  and  lost  their  reputation,  have 
arrived  at  this  state  of  despair  and  disaffec* 
tion;' moreover  they  firmly  believe,  that, 
should  at  any  time  (may  God  forbid  it)  an 
invasion  of  the  Company's  territories  take 
place,  it  would  be  a  most  fortunate  events 
and  the  means  of  their  acquiring  an  asylum 
and  protection. 

"  The  writer  of  these  sheets  (who  it 
alone  actuated  by  attachment,  good-will, 
and  fidelity)  is  Meer  Gholaum  Alley, 
Mcer-iyum,  who,  during  the  reign  of  the 
deceased  TippooSultaun,  was  honoured  by 
employment,  and  near  attendance  on  the 
presence,  and  exalted  hy  being  nominated 
to  the  situation  of  Meer-i-yumey,  that  is, 
to  the  agency,  superintendance,  and  con- 
troul  of  the  naval  stores  at  the  different 
sea- ports  and  islands;  of  the  mercantile 
warehouses,  &c. ;  as  also  of  all  public 
stores  and  appurtenances  requisite  for 
war,  or  for  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
subject  to  the  deceased  monarch  ;  and 
who,  prior  to  having  been  thus  brought  up 
and  instructed  in  the  royal  presence,  had 
been  ordered  by  the  deceased  king  to  ac- 
company some  select  and  chosen  sirdars, 
who  went  in  the  year  of  Christ,  178S,  on 
an  embassy  to  France,  to  learn  the  Ian- 
etiage  of  that  nation,'  and  acquire  general 
intbrmation,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  hit 
majesty,  having  gone  to  France,  and  been 
introduced  to  the  French  king,  bit 
brothers,  relations,  and  nobles,  the  dif- 
ferent ambassadors  and  officers  of  state^ 
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having  made  every  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  affairs,  and  acquired  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  French  language,  I  was  again 
made  happy  by  a  return  to  the  presence 
of  my  benefactor.  In  the  year  of  the 
Hegira,  1210  (a.  d.  1795)  being  a  second 
time  appointed  to  an  embassy  from  Tippoo 
Sultaun  to  the  king  of  France,  proceeded 
as  far  as  Mangalore,  where  he  received 
from  (he  deceased  Sultaun  an  exoneration 
from  this  duty,  and  an  order  to  resume  the 
administration  of  the  duties  of  my  former 
employment.  After  the  death  of  the  Sul- 
taun, the  commiserated,  and  the  taking  of 
his  capital  and  dominions  by  the  vic- 
torious generals  in  the  employment  of  the 
Company  Bahaudar,  fourteen  star  pagodas 
and  nine  annahs  being  granted  to  me  by 
these  gentlemen  for  my  monthly  sub- 
•istence,  I  chose  the  town  of  Kistnagherry 
for  my  place  of  residence,  there  to  receive 
the  pension  granted  to  me  by  the  British 
government. 

''To  conclude,  having  made  myself  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  affairs  of 
the  rvots,  and  the  different  occurrences  in 
the  district  of  the  Bara  Mahl,  influenced 
by  a  sense  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
state,  which  is  at  all  times  painted  on  the 
page  of  my  mind,  I  was  emboldened  thus 
to  give  some  account  of  what  has  of  late 
transpired .  Besides  what  I  have  now  men- 
tioned, there  are  also  many  other  circum- 
stances worthy  of  being  made  known,  of 
which  your  well-wisher  is  acquainted  ; 
and  which,  immediately  he  may  receive 
intimation  so  to  do,  he  will  hasten  to  re- 
present to  the  presence  abounding  in 
glory.  Whatever  may  be  the  wish  of  that 
virtue  which  adorns  the  worlds  and  the 
mandate  of  exalted  dignity,  it  shall  be 
obeyed. 

''  May  the  sun  of  empire,  and  undi- 
minished prosperity,  remain,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  clear  and  resplendent.  * 

"  Should  there  appear  to  exist  in  the 
titles,  or  in  the  required  offerings  of  re- 
spect and  regard,  anv  error  or  deficiency, 
I  remain  hopeful  of  forgiveness. 

"  Written  on  the  4ih  of  the  month  of 
Mohurrum  ul  Herram  (or  1 4lh  March, 
1807,  it  appears  by  my  inquiry.) 
"  The  petitioner  of  the  well-wisher, 
''MeerGholavn  Ally  Meeriyum." 

Though  this  letter  is  addressed  to  the 
governor  in  council  of  Madras,  I  cannot 
say  whether  it  is  upon  the  public  records 
of  that  presidency.  I  know,  however,  it 
was  seat  by  a  member  of  that  governmsnt 
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to  the  late  governor  of  Bombay,  Ifr. 
Duncan,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  ms^ 
with  permission  to  make  any  public  use  of 
it  J  might  think  proper. 

But  in  vairious  other  reports  on  tbt 
zemindary  settlement,  some  of  which  ars 
printed,  and  now  before  the  House,  it  is 
distinctly  admitted  by  many  of  the  most 
eminent  practical  servants  of  the  Company, 
who  have  witnessed  its  operation  am 
effects,  that  the  zemindars  or  mootahdais 
were,  no  better  than  contractors  or  farmen 
of  the  public  revenue — that  the  prosperity 
of  India,  and  condition  of  the  ryots,  were 
not  likely  to  be  improved  under  it— thst 
it  was  ill  adapted  to  the  circumstances  oi 
the  country— that  because  the  land-tax 
could  not  be  increased  after  the  settle- 
ment, the  rate  was  fixed  too  high  at  first— i 
that  in  order  to  raise  the  revenue  for  go. 
vernment,  the  mootahdars  were  authorised 
to  exact  the  former  high  rents  from  the 
ryots,  thereby  keeping  them  as  poor  as 
ever— that  it  armed  the  mootahdar  with 
the  means  of  oppressing  the  ryots,  from 
which  our  courts  and  officers  could  not 
effectually  protect  them — thai  whilst  it 
dissatisfied  and  prolonged  the  poverty  of 
the  lower  classes,  it  gave  the  semindars  a 
power  to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity— 
and  that,  on  the  whole,  the  system  was  in- 
jurious to  the  subject,  and  dangerous  to 
government* 

The  fact  is,  that  the  change  was  too 
sudden  and  too  great  an  innovation  on  the 
settled  circumstances  of  society.  Benefits 
were  attempted  to  be  suddenly  produced 
by  the  magic  of  political  contrivance  ;  and 
instead  of  founding  prosperity,  on  gradual 
improvement  of  the  ryots  condition,  in- 
stead of  restoring  them  by  degrees  to  the 
rank  of  their  forefathers  as  landholders, 
for  they  were  the  original  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  the  regulations  created  a  class  of 
men  with  a  totally  new  character,  which 
could  not  easily  find  its  proper  level  in 
society,  and  served  only  to  disturb  and 
confound  established  relations,  and  to  in- 
vade the  acknowledged  rights  of  the  cul- 
tivators. The  consequence  is,  that  in  thai 
preferring  a  hasty  attempt  at  immediate 
and  therefore  unattainable  advantages  to 
the  gradual  progress  of  improvement,  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  grSat  and 
noble  author  of  this  system  have  been,  aa 
far  as  I  can  judge  from  observation  add 
inquiry,  completely  frustrated. 

1  must  also  observe,  that  this  system,  in 
its  operation  and  effects,  has  departed 
from  the  object  and  intentions  of  liie  ho* 
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noarable  court  of  directors,  in  whose 
-  orders  of  the  12th  April,  17S6,  for  the 
I  establishment  of  the  permanent  settlement 
of  the  Indian  revenue,  the  supreme  govern- 
ment is  instructed  *'  not  to  introduce  any 
novel  system,  or  to  destroy  those  rules  or 
>  maxims  of  policy,  which  prevailed  in 
well-regulateid  periods,  of  the  native  go- 
vernments. A  moderate  jumma  or  assess- 
ment, regularly  and  punctually  collected, 
unites  the  consideration  of  our  interest 
with  the  happiness  of  the  natives,  and  se- 
curity of  the  landholders,  more  rationally 
than  any  imperfect  collection  of  an  exag- 
gerated jumma,  to  be  enforced  with  se- 
verity and  vexation'' — adding  a  further 
injunction,  "  that  it  might  be  ascertained 
what  were  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
semindars,  and  other  landholders,  under 
the  institutions  of  the  Mogul  or  Hindoo 
governments/' 

From  the  preceding  detail,  however, 
and  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Fifth  He* 
port,  I  would  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
wisdom  and  consideration  of  this  House, 
whether  the  object  of  these  just  and  wise 
orders,  either  in  adherence  to  ancient 
Tules  and  maxims  of  policy,  in  moderation 
of  jumma,  and  attention  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  or  in  a  due  regard  to  their 
rights,  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  accom- 
plished, under  the  zemindary  settlement, 
in  Bengal,  or  the  mootahdary  system,  in- 
troduced on  the  same  principle,  under  the 
government  of  Madras. 

Indeed  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  the 
purely  political  letters  of  the  court  display 
ability  and  knowledge  in  the  science  of 
government,  and  a  liberality  of  principle, 
from  which  it  is  impossible  to  infer  but 
that  the  prosperity  of  India  would  be  ma- 
terially advanced,  if  the  directors  would 
confine  themselves  to  the  exercise  of  their 
political  functions.  It  is  only  where 
commerce  is  mixed  with  their  politics 
that  the  spirit  of  monopoly  is  displayed  in 
their  correspondence — but  here  the  same 
justice  compels  me  to  add,  that  their  sove* 
reign  interests  are  but  too  frequently 
sacrificed  to  views  of  commercial  emo- 
lument. 

The  inefficiency  of  these  systems  further 
appears  from  the  circumstance,  that  they 
have  conciliated  no  class  of   the  native  I 
community;  all  ranks.  We  are  informed^  j 
conceive  that  the  intention  of  ffovemmenUi 
was  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  great  I 
zemindars  of  the  country,  whilst  the  ryots 
feel  themselves  in  no  reapecu  better  off 
than  they  were  before :  it  ia  abo  certified 


to  OS  on  record,  that  the  lower  claises,  so 
far  from  having  any  attachment  to  govern* 
ment,  are  ready  to  join  almost  any 
standard  to  oppose  it.  Revenue,  revenue* 
is  the  constant  and  universal  want  of  go- 
vernment ;  and  so  strong  is  this  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  few  can 
believe  new  regulations  or  changes  to  be 
really  intended  for  the  public  good,  or 
meant  to  promote  any  other  object  thaa 
that  of  increasing  the  pecuniary  resoorcea 
of  the  state. ^ 

It  is  urged  in  behalf  of  the  xemindary 
settlement,  that  every   estate  has  wasta 
lands  attached  to  it,  and  that  when  these 
are  cultivated,  the  tax,  being  fixed,  will 
bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  produce.    But  in  this  argument  it  ia 
forgotten,  that  there  must  be  an  increased 
demand  for  that  produce,  before  any  aug* 
mentation  of  the  ordinary  stock  can  be 
rendered  valuable.    And  how,  let  me  ask, 
is  this  demand  to  arise  aolong  a  people  of 
beggars  ?     The  fact  is,  that  the  lands  so 
annexed  have  been  extensively  cultivated. 
The  climate,  soil,  and  institutions  of  India* 
are  peculiarly  favourable  to  population ; 
but   as   numbers  increase,  the   country, 
from  its  universal  poverty,  afibrding  little 
or  no  means  of  employment  in  commerce 
or  manufactures,  these  people  can  only 
support  themselves  and  their  families  by 
tillage,  and  where  lands  can  be  had  fit  for 
cultivation,  without  much  labour,  stock, 
or  capital,  they  are  soon  appropriated  by 
an  increasing  population ;  and  the  extent 
of  this  description  of  land  forms,  in  such 
case,  the  only  limit  to  the  number  of  in* 
habitants. 

But  what  is  the  natural  consequence  ? 
Human  labour  in  agriculture,  as  in  every 
other  species  of  manufacture,  yields  a  con- 
siderable surplus.  The  demand  for  thia 
surplus  being  once  supplied,  every  further 
addition  only  tends  to  diminish  the  value 
of  the  general  stock.  A  aemindar's  waste 
lands  may  thus  be  cultivated  to  the  fullest 
extent,  and  yet  the  exchangeable  v  lue  of 
the  surplus  produce  not  be  proportionally 
increased.  By  surplus  I  mean  all  that 
portion  of  produce,  which  the  ryot  doea 
not  reserve  for  his  own  consumption  and 
for  seed,  and  which  may  be  considered  as 
for  sale  in  the  market,  to  enable  bim  to 
pay  bis  tax  to  government,  and  the  zeinin* 
dar's  rent.  If  only  the  quantity,  not  the 
^changeable  value,  of  the  whole  be  in* 


*  See  sir  Henry  Strachey's  Letter  in 
Fifth  Report,  p.  625  to  543. 
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unemployed  people ;  their  acU  of  Tioleace 
and  cruelty  are  not  only  most  freqocDi, 
but  of  the  blackest  dye ;  «'  the  commii- 
sion  of  robberies,  murders,  and    the  mott 
atrocious  cruelties,  in  a  word  an  eggregilc 
of  the  most  atrocious  crimes/'  are  mea- 
tioned  by  the  governor  general  in  coQDcil« 
in  his  letter  to  the  court   of  directon^ 
dated  29th  May,  1810,  as  eatablUbed  bt- 
yond   a  question  by    a    multiplicity  of 
proofs;  and  it  is  added,  **  Nor  lei  it  be 
supposed  that  these  offences  were  of  ran 
occurrence,  or  coiiBned  to  particular  dis- 
tricts, they  were  committed  with  few  ei- 
ceptions,  and  with  slight  modificationt  af 
atrocity,  in  every  part  of  Bengal/'    These 
depredators  set  at  defiance  (and  will  ne- 
cessarily continue  to  do  so,  in  the  prescak 
state  of  things)  every  effort  of  goTernitieiil 
to  suppress  or  restrain  them*     Police  re- 
gulations may  be  multiplied,  and  each  be 
more  plausible  than  the  other  in  promised 
efficiency ;   but  it  is  a  case,  wbich  I  apj 
prebend  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  re* 
medy,  by  any  restrictive  law.    The  eril 
is  inseparable  from  the  preient  organize* 
tion  of  society;   a  case,  io  fact,  where 
additional  legal  severities  only  add  to  the 
cruelty  and  ferocity  of  those*  whoae  ne- 
cessities impel  them  to  prey  on  the  public. 
Mitigate,  on  tiie  contrary,  the  riguer  of 
your  existing  civil  institutions ;  open  wide 
the  gates  of  honest  industry ;  revive  in 
the  breast  of  a  desponding  people  bopet, 
long  unknown  to  thera,  of  protection  in 
gathering,  and  security  in  enjoying,  th^ 
fruits  of  labour ;  and  instead  of  abaurbing 
'the  wealth  of  the  country  in  an  inordinate 
land-tax,  let  it  circulate  through  the  no* 
merous  channels  of  an  extensive  popula- 
tion, to  create  new  demands  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  native,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  trade,  foreigi)  and.  internal  ;  then, 
but  1  fear  not  till  then,  may  we   put  an 
end  ro  the  outrages,  of  the  decoit. 

These,  Sir,  are  the  defects  of  the  aeroio- 
dary  and  mootahdary  settlements.    ■  The 
condition  of  the  ryot,  indeed^  under  all  the 
revenue  systems  lately  adopted  in  lMKa» 
is  nearly  the  same,'^and  from  the  eaan 
Cause  of  excessive  taxation,  as  under  the 
former  regime,  except  in  some  few  tfia- 
tricts,  where,  through  the  humaaity.  nnd 
I  may  add.  wisdom  of  the  European  col- 
lectors, the  rates  of  the  land  tas  have  becA 
somewhat  reduced. 
*  See  R<*porton-t he  External  Commerce        it  is  with  pleasure  I  add,  that  man|f 
of  Bengal,  dated  lOth  Sept.  1800,  in  the     instances  have  occurred  in  hidiat  where^ 
Papers  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  J  in  spiije  of  the  heavy  pretsere  of  the  land- 


1127]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

creased,  owing  to  a  stationary  demand, 
and    the    unvarying  poverty    of  the  in- 
habitants, the  larger  quantity  will  yield 
to  the  proprietor  in  amount,  at  a  reduced 
price,  the  same   return   as    the    smaller 
quantity   did  before,  and   neither    party 
concerned  in  the  produce  will  be  benefited 
by  the  increase:  however  obvious  this  is 
;u  a  general  principle,  it  may  be  more 
evident  from  recurrence  to  events;    and 
the  experience  of  Bengal  leads  directly  to 
the  establishment  of  this  truth.     With  an 
increased  but  poor  population,  and  con- 
•equently  extended  cultivation,  it  is  proved 
by  official  reports  on  its  commerce  (be- 
fore the  House)  "  that  the  price  of  rice, 
and  of  every  other  kind  of  food  used  by 
the  natives,  so  far  from  being  enhanced, 
has     been    considerably    lower    on    the 
average  of  the  last  ten  year%  than  during 
any  preceding  period  since  the  Company 
came  into  possession  of  the  Dewannee/'* 
From  these  causes  two  evils  proceed. 
The  price  of  food  is  so  low,  as  to  reduce 
both  the  value  and  the  rent  of  landed 
property ;    and  a  superabundant  popula- 
tion,  coupled  with  the  low  price  of  pro- 
visions, keeps  down  the  wages  of  labour 
to  about  Sd,  per  diem. 

This  is  the  state  of  the  people  in  many 
parts  of  Bengal,  and  this  must  be  the  case 
wherever  the  zemindary  settlement  U  in- 
troduced, or  the  tax  of  half  produce  is 
levied,  without  such  an  effectual  change 
in  the  commercial  relations  of  the  country 
as  I  am  about  to  recommend.     We  are 
told  in  the  evidence  before   the   House, 
that  the  people  of  India  are  poor,  because 
the  price  of  labour  is  low,  and  because 
food  is  cheap;  bat  the  cause  is  mistaken 
for  the  effect.     Food  and  labour  are  below 
their  natural  value,  because  the  people  are 
poor,  and  numerous,  and  want  proper  em- 
ployment;   hence   a   boasted  increasing 
population,  far  from  adding  to  the  stock 
of  national  wealth,  only  serves  to  fill  up 
the  measnre  of  human  wretchedness  and 
distress. 

Hence  also  the  increase  of  crimes  and 
immorality  noticed  in  some  of  the  ablest 
papers  attached  to  the  Fifth  Report,  and 
particularly  of  decoity,  the  great  scourge 
of  our  fairest  provinces.  The  hordes  of 
ga'ng  robbers,  known  in  India  under  the 
name  of  Deceits,  are  recruited   Irom  an 
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part  of  collectors  have  called  forth  the 
gratitude  and  eattrem  of  the  natives.  It 
virould  iiavc  been  well  for  India,  had  the 
natural  wishes  and  dt^osiiions'  of  these 
humane  persons  been  allow«*d  a  wider 
range;  but,  unfortunately,  the  thirst  after 
revenue  has  ever  been  insatiable,  and 
must,  of  necessity,  be  aapplied.  In  this 
respect,  it  is  important  to  consider  the 
printed  accounts  presented  to  both  Huases 
of  Parliament  and  to  the  public^  which 
represent  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
India  in  general,  and  also  of  particular 
districts.  In  most,  if  not  all»  increase  of 
revenue  is  adduced  as  the  main  proof; 
and  even  the  best  and  the  most  considerate 
of  our  collectors  are  constantly  obliged  to 
refec  to  this  test,  well  knowing  it  to  be 
the  most  acceptable  and  impressive  evi- 
dence of  their  own  merits.  But  if  wo 
compare  the  alleged  increase  of  revenue 
with  the  sources  fcom  whence  it  is  drawn, 
we  shall  not  so  hastily  admit  their  conclu* 
sion.  In  as  far  as  it  is  a  share  of  the  im* 
proved  or  extended  cultivation,  it  may 
prove  an  increase  in  the  numbers, .tiMugli 
not  in  the  wealth,  of  the  people ;  or  that 
the  forbearing  conduct  of  a  collector  has 
encouraged  fresh  cultivatioa,  although  a 
lion's  portion  still  goes  into  the  cotters  of 
the  state ;  or,  it  may  prove,  that  his  vigi- 
lance and  activity  have  detected  lands, 
which,  from  fraud  or  ignorance,  were  not 
before  subjected  to  the  tax  ;  but  in  neither 
of  these  points  of  view  is  it,  with  respect 
to  India,  a  proof  of  that  increased  pros* 
perity,  which  in  other  countries  augments  ' 
the  public  revenue,  through  the  very  dif- 
ferent medium  of  the  consumption,  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  opulent  classes  of  society.  ; 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  iostaaoe  in 
the  papers  now  before  the  House,  of  the  i 
revenues  of  an  Indian  district,  being  in- 
creased in  eight  years  from  10  to  18  -lacs 
of  star  pas^odas.  This  is  principally  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  discernment  and  vigi- 
lance of  a  distinguished  collector,  and  was 
chiefly  accomplished  by  his  reducang  the 
government  demand  or  land-tax,  from 
4*5  or  50  to  about  33  or  34  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  produce ;  and  though  Ibis  district 
will  doubtless  admit  of  a  very  favoorsfele 
comparison  with  almost  any  other  in  the 
same  country,  it  must  still  be  recollected, 
that  this  tax  followed  every  improvement 
or  extension  of  its  cultivation,  and  that  a 
direct  participation  by  government,  to  this 
extent,  in  the  profits  of  agricoltoral  in- 
dustry, is  still  too  high  for  the  frofliotioa 
of  genopal  fjospority.. 


This  example,  however,  shows  what 
may  be  effected  by  a  reduction  of  tb^ 
present  rate  of  the  land-tax  ^  but  until 
such  a  reduction  takes  place  generally,  I 
humbly-  ask,  whether  any  rational  hope 
is  presented  to  us,  of  increased  prosperity 
in  India  ?  In  the  present  state  of  things, 
I  firmly  believe  there  is  none ;  and  as  such, 
I  trust  the  condition  of  this  interesting 
people,  and  the  institutions  by  which  they 
are  governed,  will  be  found  to  deserve  tb^ 
attention  of  parliament. 

If  I  have  enlarged  oo  this  topic,  it  is 
with  a  view  to  excite  some  attention  to  it^ 
as  a  separate  and  distinct  object  of  con- 
sideration ;  as  one,  indeed,  to  which  we 
are  summoned,  by  the  sacred  calls  of 
justice,  as  well  as  by  the  more  iotereste4 
viows  of  commercial  policy- 

On  the  general  contest  of  parties  wbicb 
has  of  late  been  displayed  in  this  metro- 
polis, all  eager  to  partake  of,  or  to  appr^^ 
priate,  the  benefiu  of  an  intercourse  witli 
India,  shall  we.  Sir,  forget  the  inhabitama 
of  the  country  itself?  £very  other  party 
in  this  great  cause  has  its  advocates,  um. 
the  ablest  advocates,  to  assert  their  rw- 
spective  claims ;  but  in  behalf  of  the  peer 
neglected  lndiafi«  how  few  have  yet  hooB 
found  to  raise  their  voice  ?  And  if  I  tte|i 
forward  to  assert  a  cause  which  others  aMne 
indisposed  to  undertake,  I  do  it,  in  coo- 
fidence  tliat  a  British  Hoese  of  Comnaay 
will,  at  least,  receive  the  appeal  with  ia- 
dolgeoce ;  and  that  however  unequal  my 
hisinble  elioru  may  be  to  the  ardooes  tasi^ 
they  will  not  be  allowed  to  diminish  the 
interest  which  the  case  itself  is  so  natu- 
rally calculated  to  excite,  and  which  calls 
so  ioodly  upon  the  humanity  and  justice 
of  the  country. 

Bot  to  descend  from  *bese  higher  and 
most  serious  considerations  to  those  of  less 
real  interest  and  more  limited  oiperation  m 
4he  resolutions  siow  before  th^  oommitteo* 
I  must  also  add,  that  it  is  lor  these  reasoas 
I  chieHy  regret  they  should  contain  so 
many  restraints  on  privasa  trade.  A  per^ 
fectly  free  trade  to  and  from  in'dia  would 
still  do  moch ;  the  capital  that  would  be 
irawn  thiiher ;  the  exfKnditure  and  in- 
creased indastiy  which  would  accomptay 
iu  oircniatioil ;  the  consequent  efiecinal 
decBMpd  for  the  prodocu  of  the  cooatry  ; 
«  for  more  liberal  encooragesMiit  tbiii 
now  exisU  to  export  iU  raw  materials  lo 
this  country  to  advantage,  would  enhance 
the  ealoe  i^  Indian  estates,  and  insure  the 


coltivation  of  Ibe  wastes,  bv  opening 
ohaniieklorlbeiliipgMl4t4dioir  ftodacai 


1131]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

these.  Sir,  are  the  advantages  which  I 
should  anticipate  from  the  natural  course 
of  commercial  freedom;  and  I  fear  there 
is  no  prospect  of  any  palliation  of  the 
evils  I  have  described,  till  the  trade  be 
rendered  perfectly  free;  till  the  East 
India  Company  withdraw  from  a  course, 
which  nothing  bat  antiquated  prejudices 
could  make  them  think  profitable ;  which 
is,  in  fact,  attended  with  ruinous  losses  to 
themselves ; .  and  which  distracts  their  at- 
tention and  views  from  the  greater  objects. 
It  is  now  their  duty,  as  much  as  it  is  their 
interest  to  pursue. 

If  they  persevere  in  the  trade,  it  is  no 
reproach  to  the  individuals  who  conduct 
it  to  say,  that  the  benefits  anticipated 
never  can  be  realized,  for  the  bar  to  their 
attainment  lies  in  the  system  itself. 
Every  merchant  is  a  monopolist  at  heart ; 
but  when  every  merchant  is  on  an  eqoal 
footing,  the  same  principle  pervading 
every  breast  neutralizes  by  its  natural 
operation  the  prejudicial  influence  of  a 
love  of  gain,  and  produces  through  the 
mass  of  society  common  benefits.  But 
when  a  merchant  is  raised  by  exclusive 
power  above  his  equals,  that  power  is 
sure  to  be  abased ;  it  cannot,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  be  otherwise;  and  this,  as  far 
as  my  experience  goes,  has  invariably 
been  the  consequence  of  the  Company  s 
interference  in  the  trade  of  India.  Where 
the  market  is  exclusively  in  their  own 
bands,  prices  are  arbitrarily  kept  down,  to 
the  prejudice  of  production.  Where  the 
market  is  open,  their  agents  enter  it  as 
competitors,  who  must,  at  all  events,  be 
served,  and  prices  are  raised,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  consumption.  Articles  of  raw 
produce  in  India,  ha?e,  by  this  unequal 
competition,  been  doubled  in  their  prime 
cost,  at  which  rale  they  cannot  profitably 
be  imported  into  England,  though  it  can 
be  shown  they  would  be  at  the  natural 
price  of  the  commodity. 

I  therefore  repeat  it.  Sir,  it  is  only  by 
a  free  ami  unshackled  trade,  that  India 
can  now  be  materially  benefited.  The 
demands  of  such  a  trade  would  give  a 
value  to  the  produce  of  estates,  which,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  it  cannot  otherwise 
acquire.  Cultivation  would  then  tie  ex- 
tended, as  an  object  of  gain,  not  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  bare  subsist- 
ence to  a  poor  and  miserable  population ; 
the  exchangeable  value  of  produce  would 
be  raised  by  a  new  and  eflfectual  demand, 
instead  of  sinking  by  greater  additions  to 
an  over  abundant  supply;  and  the  advan- 
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tages  anticipated  from  the  annexation  of 
waste  lands  to  every  zemindary  would 
then  be  felt ;  for  then  the  preaent  ofer- 
whelming  land-tax  would  be  diminished 
in  its  pressure  and  amount,  in  proportioa 
to  the  increased  value  of  the  gross  pro- 
duce from  every  estate. 

Much  more.  Sir,  than  the  imperfect 
statements  I  have  brought  forward  might 
be  urged,  were  this  the  time  to  enlarge  on 
so  froiiful  a  theme;  but  I  feel  that  Ibave 
too  long  trespassed '  on  the  indolgence  of 
the  committee,  and  shall  therefore  only 
concisely  submit  to  their  consideration  the 
state  of  this  interesting  people  in  one  other 
point.  I  have  already  explained  bow  the 
established  customs  of  these  people,  as  to 
early  marriages,  and  the  ease  with  which 
they  procure  food,  favour  the  increase  of 
population :  as  matters  now  stand  in 
India,  all  the  deplorable  evils  of  redun- 
dancy are  absolutely  inevitable;  I  would 
therefore  humbly  entreat  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  this  view  of  the  question^ 
as  constituting  another  argent  claim  on 
the  phijanthropy  which  disiingpiishes  thia 
enlightened  age,  and  characteriaea  many 
of  the  public  acts  of  the  Britbh  govern- 
ment. Let  us  calmly  weigh  the  domestic 
customs  which  admit  of  no  change,  and 
which  are  of  too  tender  and  consouitory  a 
nature  even  to  justify  our  regrets  ;  let  os 
wtiigh  these.  Sir,  with  the  political  insti- 
tutions and  restraints  I  have  described^ 
and  perhaps  the  conviction  of  my  own 
mind  may  be  impressed  on  every  friend 
of  humanity,  that  for  the  dire  evil  of  re* 
dundant  population,  which  'is  a  pregnant 
source  of  mischiefs  and  wretchedness  to 
our  Indian  subjects,  there  is  no  remedy 
nor  palliation,  but  in  the  multiplied  de- 
mands and  various  employments  which 
perfectly  free  trade  would  create. 

Need  I  appeal  to  the  modern  state  of 
the  finest  countries  in  Europe  and  Africa, 
as  well  as  in  Asia?  or  to  disorders  nearer 
the  seat  of  British  refinement,  in  a  sister 
kingdom?  Facility  of  procuring  food, 
such  as  the  wretched  peasantry  are  obliged 
to  content  themselves  with,  increaaea 
numbers  faster  than  the  means  of  honest 
and  profitable  employment;  thus  in  Ire- 
land, as  in  India,  a  redundant  population 
endures  the  complicated  evils  of  want,  i|^. 
norance,  and  depravity. 

I  would  wish  to  consider  the  resolutiona 
before  us  as  one  step  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  these  benefits ;  they  open  a  firesh 
prospect  to  our  view,  and  as  such  are  en- 
titled to  our  support.    But  the  cantina« 
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ance  of  the  Company's  trade  for  tweDty 
years  longer,  appears  to  me  an  insur- 
mountable ubstruction  to  the  improve- 
ment  which  I  anticipate.  There  may  be 
other  serious  objections  to  so  long  a  period ; 
but  this  is  among  the  weightiest,  and 
I  should  therefore  hope  that  this  part  of 
the  resolutions  may  yet  be  modified. 

I  express  this  wish  the  more  fervently, 
in  order  that  the  natives  of  India  may  not 
feel  (as  they  otherwise  would,  though  in 
silence)  that  their  interests,  which  ought  to 
have  been  a  primary  consideration,  have 
been  totally  neglected.  Their  sagacity 
will  lead  them  attentively  to  watch  our 
present  proceedings,  and  let  us  beware 
that  we  give  them  no  just  cause  for  re- 
proach. Let  them  know  that  they  have 
oeen  thought  of  on  this  great  occasion ; 
and  when  they  perceive  the  justice  of  our 
legislation,  in  its  effects  rather  than  in 
professions  and  proclamations,  which  they 
have  learned  to  disregard  from  seeing 
them  rarely  fulfilled,  we  may  then  look 
with  confidence  to  their  fidelity,  attach- 
ment, and  gratitude. 

As  to  what  is  said  of  the  India  trade 
being  incapable  of  increase,  the  assertion 
is  completely  refuted  by  the  Reports*  of 
Indian  commerce.  It  has  increased,  and 
very  considerably  too,  since  the  admission 
into  it  of  the  American  and  British  private 
traders.  The  fact  is  fully  proved ;  and  it 
is  a  fair  inference,  that  further  freedom 
would  occasion  a  stiN  further  extension  of 
commercial  intercourse,  and  its  conse- 
guent  advantages. 

The  other  position,  generally  coupled 
with  the  preceding,  that  the  wants  of  the 
native  Indians  are  fixed  and  unchangeable, 
is  much  of  the  same  stamp ;  but  the  anti- 
quated prejudice,  which  asserts  or  believes 
it,  is  in  my  opinion  more  absurd  than  the 
Hindoo  prejudices  themselves,  which  it  is 
meant  to  expose.  Why  search  for  doubtful 
causes,  when  there  are  obvious  ones  before 
us,  for  the  continuance  of  which  ourselves 
are  answerable,  and  which  it'  only  rests 
with  a  British  legislature  to  remove  ? 
What  we  conceive  to  be  fixed  or  stationary 
in  their  habits  and  wants,  may  be  more 
strictly  ascribed  to  the  despotism  of  their 
governors,  and  their  own  confirmed 
poverty;  these  are  causes  which  would 
produce  the  same  effects  in  every  other 
people. 

*  See  Reports  on  External  Commerce 
in  India,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Com- 
loons  to  be  printed,  30th  April,  1813. 


Adherence  to  native  customs^  and  ob« 
stinacy  in  superstition,  which  are  said  to 
elude  the  hand  of  innovation,  and  to  defy 
the  spirit  of  improvement,  are  not  exclu- 
sively peculiar,  if  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  imputable, to  the  Hindoo  character; 
less  obscure  causes,  whose  agency  is  ob- 
trusively discernible,  in  arbitrary  civil  ia« 
stitutions  and  oppressive  fiscal  regulations* 
produce  inveteracy  of  habit,  and  languid 
indifference,  or  settled  aversion  to  change 
and  improvements,  in  India,  just  as  the 
same  tremendous  causes  have  operated  the 
moral  and  intellectual  debasement  of 
Egypt,  Palestine,  and  Greece :  it  is  the 
common  fate  of  all  countries  under  Ma- 
hommedan  subjugation. 

In  speaking  of  the  Hindoos,  particularly 
in  this  country,  something  mysterious  ir 
always  fancied  to  belong  to  them,  as  if 
they  were  not  composed  of  ffesh  and 
blood,  nor  had  passions  and  desires,  a^ 
the  rest  of  the  human  species.  Now,  Sir* 
of  all  the  Indians  I  have  ever  seen,  none 
were  deficient  in  the  ordinary  sensibilitiea 
of  our  nature,  none  indisposed  to  the  en- 
joyments and  comforts  of  life*  when  they 
had  but  the  means  of  obtaining  them. 
Their  wants  might  not  be  precisely  the 
same  as  those  of  Europeans ;  but  if  their 
circumstances  allowed  it,  they  would  have 
new  wants,  which  European  capital,  skill, 
and  industry  could  best  supply ;  and  the 
various  productions  now  raised,  or  capable 
of  being  raised,  in  their  own  country, 
which  they  woold  have  to  interchange 
with  us,  would  afford  means  and  commo- 
dities for  trade,  which,  if  free,  might  be 
carried  to  an  indefinite  extent,  with  incal- 
culable advantage  to  Britain  as  well  as  to 
India. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  only  the  most  complete 
freedom  of  trade,  that  can  now  effectually 
promote  the  prosperity  of  our  Asiatic  pos- 
sessions, or  that  will  ever  enable  us  to 
apply  a  corrective  to  those  evils  in  our 
revenue  institutions,  which,  by  a  prenaiore 
decision,  we  have  decreed  to  be  perpetual. 

It  was  my  intention  io  hajre  added  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Com^ 
pany's  accounts,  lately  brought  before 
parliament  and  the  public;  but  I  feel 
that  I  have  already  too  long  trespassed  on 
tlve  time  of  the  committee,  to  enter  uito 
further  deUils  at  present.  It  is,  however, 
of  great  importance,  as  well  to  the  Com- 
pany's own  interests,  as  to  the  public, 
that  these  accounts  should  be  clearly  and 
distinctly  understood ;  and  1  shall  there* 
fore  claim  ^onr  indulgence  to  oflbr  oi|P 
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opinion  on  them  on  a  future  night ;  be- 
cause, if  my  y'lew  of  their  result  be  correct, 
it  will  aflr.>rd  another  strong  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  the  extension  of  the  Company's 
pririleges  for  so  long  a  period  as  is  pro- 
posed. Reserving,  therefore,  what  I  have 
to  add  on  this  head,  I  shall  only  trouble 
the  committee  with  one  more  short  remark. 

Misrepresentation  of-  the  motives  of 
public  conduct  is  no  new  occurrence  ;  and 
with  the  consciousness  of  uprightness 
which  I  feel  within  my  own  breast,  any 
thing  that  may  be  said  of  my  motives,  on 
this  occasion,  will  certainly  give  me  no 
uneasinessi 

I  could  wish  it  only  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  sentiments  I  have  expressed  are 
neither  new,  nor  adopted  for  the  present 
occasion,  nor  dictated  by  hostility  towards 
the  East  India  Company.  Those  who 
know  me  will  bear  witness,  that  they  have 
been  the  firm  and  constant  impressions 
of  my  mind,  ever  since  1  was  able  to 
make  satisfactory  inquiVy,  and  procure 
authentic  information,  on  the  subject, 
as  the  public  records  of  the  East  India 
Company  will  also  attest.  Nothing  but  a 
•incere  conviction  of  their  truth,  and  an 
ardent  hope  of  their  resulting;,  sooner  or 
later,  in  some  degree  of  public  good, 
could  have  induced  me  to  submit  them  to 
the  judgment  of  this  honourable  Hbu<:e. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  must  apologize,  Sir, 
for  introducing  any  thing  relating  to 
myself.     I  have  only   offered    this  short 
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mity  of  the  Indian  land  tax,  and  ita  para- 
lyzing local  effects.  These  are  certaiB, 
and  recorded  :  supported  by  a  variety  of 
official  documents,  and  by  the  concorriog 
testimony  of  many  high  authorities  nov 
in  England.  One  honourable  member 
indeed  (Mr.  Thornton)  produced,  the 
other  night,  an  extract  from  the  Fiflb  Et- 
port,  avowedly  to  shew  that  my  impretnooi 
were  erroneous ;  yet  one  of  the  paitagq 
in  that  very  extract,  as  the  House  wiH  no 
doubt  recollect,  expressly  stated,  thil 
under  the  system  alluded  to,  no  rjoc 
could  get  rich  by  means  of  hit  indoatry. 

Now,  Sir,  if  the  hon.  gentleman's  ob- 
ject had  been   to  produce   authority  in 
support,  rather  than  in  refutation,  or  my 
position,  nothing  more  appropriate  could 
have  been  selected ;  for  this  is  the  poiai^ 
and  the  only  poidt  in  the  xemindary  set* 
tiement,  I  then  insisted  on.  .  It  is  precisely 
this  confirmed  poverty  of  the  pcfopfe,  thu 
inability   to    get  rich,  that  I  regard   as 
the  creat  evil  of  that  system  ;    and  for 
which  I  see  no  remedy,  (since  the  rate  of 
tax  is  decreed  to  be  unalterable,')  except 
through  the  medium  of  a  free  trade ;  the 
demands  of  which  would,  in  the  manner  I 
then  described,  give  an  additional  Talae  lo 
landed  produce,  so  as  to  diminish  the  re* 
lative  amount  of  the  tax,  and  leave  to  the 
zemindar  something  more  than  the  miser* 
ble  pittance  he  now  gets  as  the  net'rent  of 
his  estate. 

Various  other  extracts  might  be  made 


explanation,   lest    misrepresentation,    by  j  from  the  Fifth  Report,  equally  illustratiTe 

of  the  facts  adduced;    but  1   forbear  to 


ascribing  motives  to  my  argunierua  and 
opinions,  which  have  never  influenced 
them,  might  thereby  injure  a  cause  which 
I  have  it  so  much  at  heart  to  promote. 


Spctch  of  the  \^ih  <^  June  1813. 
(Sec  Vol  26,  p.  634.J 
Mr.  Rickardi  said : 

Mr.  (speaker; — When  I  had  last  the 
bonour  of  addressing  this  House,  1  endea- 
▼oured  to  explain  certain  reasons,  which 
operated  with  peculiar  force  on  my  mind, 
in  favour  of  a  free  trade  between  India 
and  England,  as  the  only  apparent  remedy 
for  a  most  important  evil  in  our  civil  in- 
stitutions abroad,  and  as  the  means  of 
realizing;  to  the  inhabitants  of  India  those 
blessings,  it  was  the  object  of  the  zemin- 
dary  settlement  to  confer. 

Some  objections  have  been  made  to  my 
view  of  the  case,  but  none  that  in  the  least 
weaken 'the  facts  adduced  as  to  the  enor- 


trouble  the  House  with  them,  as  the  Report 
is  on  the  table.  All  I  hope  \b,  that  tba 
Report  itself  may  be  now  more  generally 
read  ;  for,  however  volnminous,  it  coo« 
tains  a  number  of  most  interesting  doco- 
ments,  and  such  as,  I  am  satisfied,  will  be 
found  fully  to  confirm  aM  the  opinions  I 
have  so  long  held  on  this  important  sab- 
ject.  It  will  be  there  seen,  that  in  Bengal 
for  example,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  other 
parts  of  India)  the  ancient  fabric  df 
society,  with  its  natural  ties,  and  influence^ 
and  authorities,  has  been  shaken;  thb 
most  ancient  and  respectable  families,  the 
natural  bonds  of  society  in  all  coantriei^ 
neglected  and  impoverished  ;  themselves^ 
and  tlieir  descendants,  confounded  with 
the  mass  of  the  people;  and  this  mass  of 
the  people,  (the  point  to  which  I  chiefly 
adverted)  to  use  the  words  of  an  official 
document  attached  to  the'  Fifth  Report^ 
'*  just  what  their  fathers  were— acquiring 
by  labour  what  is  barely  necessary  for 
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their  existence— cmd  unable,  by  dipt 
cither  of  parsitnooy  or  of  iodattry,  to  be- 
come rich/' 

I  do  not  say  that  other  parts  of  our  civil 
iBStitutions  in  India  are  equally  defective, 
nor  that  some  of  th^m  are  not  good ; 
whilst  nothing  can  be  further  from  my  de- 
sign than  to  question,  in  respect  to  any 
of  these  uistitutions,  the  merit  of  intending 
to  promote  the  public  advantage ;  but, 
admitting  this  intention  to  have  been  ac- 
complished— admitting  our  institutioivi  to 
be  generally  sound— is  this  a  sufficient 
plea,  when  partial  disorder  manifests  it- 
self, to  reject  the  consideration  of  a 
remedy  ?  It  has  been,  however,  objected 
« to  my  notice  of  a  serious  and  ascertained 
evil,  that  the  general  principles  of  the 
system  were  good;  adding,  at  the  same 
time,  in  apology  for  admitted  errors,  that 
•perfection  was  not  to  be  expected  in  any 
human  institution ;  but  this  is  an  argu- 
ment entirely  favourable,  rather  than  ad- 
Terse,  to  the  line  I  have  adopted.  If  de- 
fects are  inevitable,  it  is  no  reflection 
either  on  the  authors  or  ministers  of  any 
political  system,  to  point  them  out  for 
palliation,  or  remedy,  as  soon  as  they  are 
discovered ;  and  if  this  be  performed  in 
the  spirit  of  truth,  and  not  from  a  love  of 
censure  or  of  slander,  some  at  least,  I 
•hould  hope,  of  my  present  hearers  will 
be  disposed  to  think  it,  not  only  justifiable, 
but  useful.  To  object  to  the  exposure  of 
defects,  is  to  shut  the  door  against  im- 
provement :  and  to  exaggerate,  as  has 
been  often  done,  the  governing  system 
of  India,  as  fraught  with  every  excellence, 
is  to  check  inquiry  into  those  means  of 
improvement,  which  the  principle  of  this 
objection  admits  to  be  requisite  in  every 
institution  of  man. 

In  very  many  of  the  accounts  vrhich 
are  given  to  us  respecting  India,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  proceed  with  a  certain  guard 
upon  our  judgments.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  they  are  our  own  accounts  of 
our  own  acts,  and  cannot  therefore  be  ex- 
pected to  be  always  free  from  those  par- 
tialities, which  the  espru  de  carpt  ^as  an 
invariable  tendency  to  create.  Justice, 
moderation,  peace,  and  security,  are  ever 
proclaimed  to  be  the  object  of  our  go- 
vernment in  India — and  a  general  con- 
sciousness, that  such  is  really  and  honestly 
intended,  leads  many  to  believe,  that  such 
really  have  been  iu  practical  etfects.  In 
DO  documents,  indeed,  more  than  in  those 
BOW  on  the  table  of  the  House,  do  we  find 

( VOL,  XX  VII. ) 


this  spirit,  mixed   with  a  great  deal  of 
sound  reasoning  and  authentic  matter. 

I  would,  on  no  account,  however,  have 
it  conceived,  tiiat  I  mean  to  throw  any 
imputation  on  the  public  servants  in  Iiulia« 
In  speaking  of  them,  I  of  course  exclude 
myself:  an  honourable  director  has  al- 
ready been  pleased  to  inform  the  House 
of  my  unworihiness,  at  least  in  Kis  estima* 
tion.  Always,  therefore,  excepting  my- 
self, I  hope  I  may  be  allowed,  with  per- 
fect propriety,  to  say  that  India  exhibits 
as  able,  and  as  honourable,  a  set  of  public 
servants  as  any  country  upon  earth.  Some 
of  these  have  appeared  at  the  bar  of  this 
House, and  received  the  deserved  encomium 
of  my  right  l^onourable  ,  and.  eloquent 
friend  on  the  bench  below.  Others  may 
be  judged  pf  from  their  writings,  many 
of  which  are  now  before  the  poblic:  and 
it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the 
intelligence  they  display,  and  the  eminent 
qualifications  of  their  authors,  for  the  dis- 
cbarge of  the  great  trusts  reposed  in  them. 
But,  Sir,  with  such  men  to  administer  the 
government  of  India—- with  asoil,  cliifiate, 
and  population,  highly  favourable  *  to 
prosperity— is  it  not  wonderful  that  every 
thing  should  appear  stationary  ?  Nay,  is  it 
not  more  wonderful  that  prosperity  ihould 
not  rapidly  advance?— and  that  the  mass 
of  the  people  should  now  b^^  described  by 
some  of  their  most  eminent  and  distin- 
guished rulers,  to  be  actually  unable  to 
grow  rich,  either  by  industry  or  by  parsi- 
mony ?  For  my  own  part  I  cannot  con" 
ceive  a  stronger  argument  than  this  is  to 
prove,  that  our  institutions  in  India  con- 
tain some  radical  defect,  of  power  su[]}- 
cient  to  counteract  the  zeal  and  humanity 
of  the  most  meritorious  functionaries. 

The  radical  defect  I  take  to  be  the  ex- 
orbitaf)cy  of  the  Indian  land-tax;  and 
whilst  this  continues  to  bear  upon  the 
great  mass  of  society  with  its  present 
weight,  my  own  conviction  is,  that  the 
benefits  intended  to  be  communicated  to 
the  natives  will  never  reach  them. 

Free  commerce  being  the  only  medium 
through  which,  in  my  opinion,  any 
amelioration  of  their  condition  is  likely  to 
be  obtained,  I  expressed,  on  a  former 
occasion,  my  anxious  wish  that,  in  the 
enactments  now  about  to  take  place,  there 
might  be  as  few  restraints  as  possible  on 
the  private  trade,  and  that  the  East  India 
Company  would  withdraw  from  what  is 
attended  with  loss  to  their  commercial, 
and  prejudice  to  their  sovereign^  interests : 

(*D) 
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io  this  latter  renpect  I  trait  to  m^ke  it  ap- 
pear, I  consulted  the  real  benefit  of  ttie 
Company  :  to  promote  it,  in  the  most 
elTectual  manner  po*-sib1e,  has  long  been 
an  object  of  my  soHcitnde  and  inquiry ; 
it  has  not  only  been  my  wish,  but  my 
duty — but,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
duty,  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me, 
as  an  honest  servant,  always  to  giye  a  fair 
of   the  Company's  affairs,  neither 


view 


magnifying  advantages  on  the  one  hand, 
nor  concealing  real  injury  and  loss  on  the 
ether. 

I  was  first  led  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
commercial  losses,  by  the  share  I  had  in 
the  administration  of  their  afiairs  on  the 
western  tide  of  India.  Some  of  these  I 
shall  briefly  notice,  as  connected  with  the 
object  of  the  7th  Resolution  now  before 
«s — or  the  proposed  complete  separation 
of  the  Company's  commercial,  from  their 
political,  accounts. 

The  first  thing  deserving  of  notice  is  the 
item  in  the  Company's  accounts,  called 
<'  Commercial  Charges." 

Upon  looking  into  the  books  of  the 
commeVcial  factories,  including  the  forest 
conservator's  books,  subordinate  to  the 
presidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  books  of 
the  warehouse  department  at  the  same 
presidency,  I  found  they  contained  two 
distinct  sets  of  charges — the  one  classed 
under  the  head  of  "  Charges  on  Mer- 
chandize," the  other  under  that  of ''  Com- 
mercial Charges."  The  former  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  invoices  of  the  Company's 
trade — the  latter  always  and  wholly  ex- 
cluded. The  *'  Commercial  Charges," 
are  already  explained  in  the  Third  Report, 
to  consist  chiefly  of  the  expence  of  ser- 
vants and  establishments  attached  to  the 
Company's  commercial  department;  and 
are,  therefore,  obviously  charges  on  their 
trade — and  though  in  the  accounts  lately 
laid  before  parliament,  an  item  is  included 
for  "  Commercial  Charges,"  yet  it  is  clear, 
from  this  arrangement,  that  all  the  more 
partial  statements,  given  on  record,  of 
particular  branches  of  the  trade,  and  taken 
from  invoices  alone,  must  be  erroneous, 
and  the  profit,  calculated  in  such  state- 
ments, purely  ideal. 

But  besides  these  "Commercial  Charges," 
I  found  various  others  dispersed  through 
these  subordinate  books,  purely  of  a  com- 
mercial nature,  and  carried  to  no  par- 
ticular or  general  head.     Such  as 

Warehouse  stores. 

Dead  stock. 

Interest  on  balances  due  fur  iovestmenf. 


and  on  monies  borrowed  for  inv4 
when  none  was  procurable  from  the 
treasury. 

Loss  by  remittance  of  dollara  tail 
specie. 

Ditto  by  cotton  thrown  overboard—] 
damaged — or  outstanding,  trrecoverabls. 

Ditto  by  transporting  pepper. 

Contingent  expences  of  weavers  fifr{ 
blishments. 

Factory  repairs,  &c. 

The  denomination  of  these  charges  kd 
itself  sufficient  to  prove  their  commercid 
nature ;  yet  in  no  statemeat,  which  bi 
yet  been  given  of  the  Company's  tradi^ 
do  these  appear.  They  most  conaeqecallj 
therefore  attach  to  the  political  head ;  aii 
have  hitherto  been  allowed^  improperlr 
and  even  uDJustI  v,  to  swell  out  tbia  branca 
of  the  Company  8  accounts. 

When  in  Bombay,  I  framed  from  th 
subordinate  books  before  referred  to  a 
general  statement,  in  which  I  classed  er 
rather  added  to  the  head  of  **  Commercial 
Charges,"  all  the  dispeiaed  charge*  above 
enumerated,  so  as  to  comprise  the  whole 
in  one  column.  This  acconnt  ahewa  the 
whole  of  these  charges  for  ten  yeara,  or 
from  1800-1  to  1809- 10*  to  amoont  to 
368,763/. ;  whereas,  in  Appendix  19,  of 
the  Third  Report,  thesom  total  of  fiombay 
commercial  charges  for  17  yearaiaonly 
225,862/.  It  is  hence  clear,  that  the  ilea 
of  "  Commercial  Charges"  lately  brought 
forward  in  the  Company'a  accounta.  laid 
before  parliament,  does  not  inclode  all 
the  charges  of  a  commercial  natare  u- 
cnrred  by  the  Company,  over  and  abate 
those  inserted  in  the  invoices. 

Whilst  preparing  this  statement  finoai 
the  subordinate  books,  I  got  from  the  ac- 
countant-general's office  an  acconnt  of 
"  Commercial  Charges,"  framed  in  thai 
department,  as  I  presume,  from  the  gene- 
ral books.  This  is  probably  confined  to 
the  head  of  "  Commercial  Chargcns*'  in 
those  books,  and  does  not  include  the 
various  dispersed  charges  which  I  hate, 
as  above  stated,  classed  under  that  be^. 
On  comparing  this,  however,  with  Appen- 
dix 12,  of  Third  Report  for  the  same  years 
in  each,  I  find  the  charges  in  every  year 
considerably  to  exceed  those  given  in  the 
Report.  It  is  therefore  confirmed  to  as, 
that  the  item  of  "  Commercial  Charges" 
ill  the  Report  in  question,  is  considerably 
under- rated,  and  that  a  mass  of  other 
charges  incurred  by  the  Company,  and 
purely  of  a  commercial  nature,  are,  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  their  accounts  are 
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Icept,  wholljr  excluded  froA  the  coniiner-  '. 
eial,  and  muit  therefore  neceuarily  atlacti  . 
to  the  political  head.  ] 

In  my  exaiuinaiion  of  tbete  bonki,  I  , 
took  occaaioci  to  inspect  tbeir  profit  and 
low  account!,  and  foand  an  in?ariable  loii 
to  have  been  iocurredj  not  only  at  the  | 
presideocy,  but  at  each  of  the  inbordinate 
factoriei;  in  other  words,  an  uniform  Iom 
on  e*ery  branch  of  the  Company'!  Indian 
trade,  (object  to  the  preiidency  of  Bom-  ' 
bay.  The  amoant  tbua  exhibited  for  10 
yeariii36l,490t.*terliag,  and  iiexcluiive  . 
•f  bad  debt!  and  good«  lo«t  at  lubordinatei,  ' 
which  were  not  written  ofi*  when  this  ac- 
count wa»  framed.  Neither  of  the  louei 
thus  lattained  are  included  in  any  of  the 
accounti  of  the  Company's  trade  lately 
laid  before  parliament,  with  the  exception 
only  of  what  iiconpriied  within  the  item 
of  "  Commercial  Chargea;"  and  theie,  at 
I  hate  already  shown,  are  much  under- 
rated. 

From  the  booki  of  the  warehouie  de- 
parlmeat  at  Bombay,  I  also  extracted, 
with  great  Ubonr,  an  accoant  of  the  re- 
ceipts, sales  and  issues,  of  the  Coinpany'i 
woollens  and  metals  for  nineteen  year*, 
or  from  17^2-3  to  ItilO-ll  inclusive,  in 
reference  to  the  trade  between  England 
and  India;  and  on  mercantile  principles 
it  also  proves  a  loss  to  the  extent  of  one 
million  sterling. 

A  Kt  of  slatemcnti  of  which  I  am  pos- 
sessed, exhibit  also  serious  loss  and  great 
injury,  ai  resulting  from  the  Company's 
cotton  irEtde  from  Bombay  to  China ;  but 
those  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
■ubmilting  to  the  House,  will  probably  be 
sufficient  lo  (how  the  necenity  of  a  stricter 
examination  into  the  state  and  result  of 
the  Company'a  trade  than  has  yet  taken 
place ;  and  k>  prove  how  indispensable  it 
IS,  that  certain  prescribed  and  definite 
rules  should  be  laid  down,  for  the  entire 
separation  of  the  Company's  accounts, 
without  which  the  object  of  the  Seventh 
Resolution  will  never  be  fully  answered, 
qor  will  the  accoonls  prepared  under  it 
ever  give  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the 
result  of  the  Company's  trade. 

On  my  late  return  to  England,  I  foand 
a  general  view  of  the  Company's  commer- 
cial concerns  had  been  laid  before  parlia- 
ment, in  the  Third  and  Fourth  ReporU  of 
the  Select  Committee.  Feelipg  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  subject.  I  examined  these 
witb  all  the  care  and  attention  I  waa  «• 
pable  of  devoting  to  them;  and  iba  itaic- 
■entj  I  «m  now  aboat  ta  aabiait  to  ttw 
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House,  contain  the  result  of  my  examina- 
tion. The  great  intricacy  and  diiBcolly 
of  these  accounts  are  frequently  adverieJ 
to  by  the  committee  itself.  They  have 
been  equally  felt  by  every  person  who 
has  attempted  to  scrutinize  them.  Many 
have  abandoned  the  attempt  in  despair ; 
and  others  iitiified  themselves  with  the 
belief  of  their  being  quite  incomprehenii- 
ble.  I  do  not,  however,  advert  to  these 
circomsiances  for  any  purpose  of  claiming 
merit  to  myself,  but  merely  to  express  a 
hope,  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  excuse 
any  trivial  errors  committed  in  the  ardu- 
ous (ask  I  thus  presumed  to  undertake. 

[An  examination  of  the  moat  important 
docomenta  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Re- 
ports  of  the  committee,  was  then  submitted 
to  the  Hooie  by  Mr.  Rickardi.  It  may 
suffice,  here  to  say,  that  the  result  of 
the  review,  confined  entirely  to  ihe  official 
Reports  on  the  table,  proved  the  Com- 
pany's trade  to  have  been  attended 
with  heavy  lo«s,  and  to  have  been  tbo 
great  cause  of  the  increase  of  debt  at  homa 
and  abroad  ;  that  tfaii  increase,  therefore, 
is  erroneously  ascribed  to  political  ex- 
pences,  for  the  defraying  of  all  of  which 
within  the  period  there  was  adequate  re- 
venoe  from  the  territorial  possessions ; 
that  the  home  dividend  could  not  have  been 
paid  in  any  one  year  without  (he  aid  of 
loans  : — in  short,  that  the  coDttnoed  union 
of  the  political  and  commercial  character 
of  the  Bast  India  Company,  can  only  be 
attended  with  further  loss  to  tbemsekee, 
and  greater  injnry  to  the  public.J 

Mr.  Rickards  then  proceeded  as  follows; 

Without  aa  entire    separation   of   tbo 

commercial  from  the  political  character  of 

I  the  Company,  I  repeal,  from  expericoco 
and  the  fullest  co;i vie tion  of  the  truth,  that 

.  the  good  government,  so  much  wanted  in 
India,  and  which  the  court  of  directors  ie 
so  well  qualified   to  give  it,  never  will  be 

I  felt  ia  that  country,  nor  will  the  commer- 
cial tniercounc  with  this  ever  be  extended 

i  as  much   as  it  might  and  ought   to  be. 

I  The    advocates  of  the  Company  in  ihis 

I  country  assert,  tliat  their  sovereign  power 
is  not  exercised  to  favour  their  trada 
there ;  but  tfaia  is  a  complete  fallacy,  which 
none  but  the  most  uninformed,  or  the 
roost  prejudiced,  can  believe  ;  if  this  were 
inie,  it  would  prove  the  East  India  Com- 
pany and  their  servants  to  be  a  different 
race  of  beings  from  the  rest  of  their  spe- 
cies: but  their  own  records  fully  and 
•Imiuiantly  conindict  ihc  mmtIjob.  . 
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It  is  alleged,  that  in^ Bengal  every  thing 
goes  on  smoothly,  and  the  regulations  are 
appealed  to,  in  proof  of  the  most  rigid 
attention  being  paid  to  the  interests  and 
security  of  the  weavers,  and  of  the  com- 
munity generally  ;  but  let  us  look  at  these 
regulations.  J^  commercial  resident,  with 
a  large  establishment  of  servants  under 
him,  some  of  them  intended  for  coercive 
purposes,  is  placed  at  the  head  of  every 
factory  of  weavers,  by  whom  (as  we  have 
been  emphatically  and  truly  told,  by  one 
of  the  highest  and  most  distinguished  In- 
dian authorities*)  the  intimation  of  a 
wish  from  a  superior  is  received  as  a  com- 
mand. This  alone  would  give  the  com- 
mercial resident  an  influence  over  the 
weavers,  with  which  a  private  merchant 
would  be  quite  unable  to  contend,  when- 
ever  that  influence,  from  whatever  cause, 
might  be  turned  against  him ;  and  in  the 
rivalry  and  competition  of  trade,  innume- 
rable instances  must  occur  to  occasion  it; 
but  from  the  general  poverty  and  dis- 
tresses of  these  manufacturers,  they  are 
always  ready  to  receive  advances  of  cash 
from  the  commercial  resident;  and  they 
are  then,  by  the  regulations,  bound  to 
work  exclusively  for  the  Company.  When 
the  goods  of  any  particular  factory  are 
not,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  required  for 
the  Company'^  investinent,  the  resident  is 
allowed  to  employ  the  weavers  on  his  own 
private  account.  On  these  occasions,  his 
official  situation  enables  him  to  mcrnopo- 
lize  their  Jabour  and  its  produce. 

From  the  influence,  therefore,  of  the  re- 
sident on  one  hand,  and  the  pecuniary 
wants  of  the  manufacturers  on  the  other, 
it  is  Quite  clear  that  they  iftay  be,  when- 
ever It  is  deflired,  kept  in  perpetual  bond-' 
age  to  the  Company's  service ;  and  whex) 
we  thus  see  the  industry  of  the  country 
subject  to  till!  entire  direction  of  the  ruling 
authority,  supported  for  the  most  part, 
and  often  irregularly,  by  advances  from 
the  puhlic  revenues,  and  all  competition, 
the  soul  and  essence  of  commerce,  fur  re- 
moved from  this  delicaie  and  feeble 
fabric,  as  if  its  very  touch  were  ruin ; 
who  but  the  most  prejudiced  can  possibly 
see  or  expect  prosperity  under  such  a  sys- 
tem ?  It  is  really  subversive  of  every 
principle,  on  which  both  experience  and 
theory  would  teach  us  to  found  any  ra» 
tional  hope  of  public  good.  Yet  these 
are  the  regulations,  and  this  the  system,  to 
which  we  are  triumphantly  referred,  for 

?.'         ■  ,■■■■■  

•  Marquis  Wellesley*  . 
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all  that  is  ezcAent  and  right  iii  civil  ga.' 
vemment !  It  is  true,  thai  a  controol  otcr 
the  acu  of  the  resident  if  Tested  br  1»r 
in  the  judge  of  the  district ;  bat  tan  m 
more  nominal  than  real ;  for  the  DttKri 
operation  of  the  system  will  often  dafal 
or  evade  the  controal  of  the  law;  mi 
how  often,  I  would  ask,  is  that  law  lifalT 
to  be  appealed  toby  si  people  accoatoDM, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  regard  the  widicf 
of  their  immediate  superior  as  itoperatiii 
commands.* 

In  my  lord  Wellestey'a  celebrated  Irt- 
ter,  dated  July  1804,  and  pobiirfied  ii 
this  country  in  1812,  the  case  nnderihs 
Madras  government  appears  to  have  baca 
still  worse ;  for  there  no  private  merchidl 
could  provide  himself  With  gooda,  ezcefA 
through  the  agency  of  the  Company's 
officers.  The  main  ahd  avowed  olncct 
of  the  system  there,  being,  aa  any  lof4 
Wellesley  observes,  an  exdoaive  appro* 
priation  of  the  labour  of  the  weavera,  aiad 
the  establishment  of  a  oontrool  over  that 
labour,  in  order  to  enable  the  commercid 
officers  to  obtain  the  proportioa  of  the 
: ; k 

*  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  frort 
a  commercial  house  in  Calcotta,  to  their 
correspondents  in  Bombay,  dated  14A 
Nov.  1 808,  shows  the  restrainta  to  which 
the  internal  trade  and  manofa^tiirea  off 
Bengal  are  liable,  from  the  Cooipany  aad 
their  servants,  under  the  operation  or  dicM 
boasted  regulations: 

"  The  Company  have  now  prohibltel 
their  commercial  residents  from  makiafr 
any  silk  on  their  own  account,  which  if  a 
sad  disappointment,  as  we  had  made  en* 
gagements  for  a  considerable  qoantitr* 
ana  they  (the  residents)  hare  it  in  thev 
power  to  provide  it  linder  inore  favomw' 
able  circumstances  than  any  indiridnak 
The  price  has  risen  very  considemblj; 
the  same  silk  we  got  two  years  ajgo  m 
8|  we  shall  pay  10  for.  When  tb!|,Mt 
orders  were  received,  the  residenta  cil- 
gaged  all  the  private  filatures  for  the 
Company,  so  that  very  little  can  bejnIM, 
and  what  is  made  by  natives,  (that  it»  in- 
dependent of  the  resident,)  is  little  to  be 
depended  on/' 

In  Nos.  8  and  10  of  the  Appendix*  will 
be  found  other  letters,  from  Bengal  itselfj 
to  show  that  the  private  merchants  in  thffti 
quarter  have  very  diflferent  notions  from 
the  advocates  of  the  Company's  trade*  in 
respect  to  the  wisdom  of  their  commercfad* 
regulations,  the  justice  of  their  specdl^ 
tions,  or  tbe  benefiu  of  their  intsrfeeiKe. 
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goodtf  required  for  the  Company,  at  prices  I 
to  be  ref^uUted  by  the  officers  themselves. 

Though  my  lord  Wellesley  ordered  this 
system  to  be  changed,  and  the  Bengal 
system  to  be  adopted  at  Madras,  yet  I 
have  been  informed  by  persons*  of 
the  highest  respectability  lately  returned 
from  the  latter  presidency,  that  no  change 
has  taken  place  for  the  better;  that  the 
spirit,  though  not  the  letter,  of  the  former 
system  continues  to  operate ;  and  that  the 
industry  of  the  country  is  still  fettered  by 
impolitic  and  vexatious  restraints. 

In  Bengal  the  operation  of  the  system 
may  be  somewhat  milder;  but  it  is  there 
founded  on  the  most  erroneous  principle ; 
and  must  there,  as  in  every  other  part  of 
India,  present  an  effectual  obstruction  to 
the  progress  of  improvement. 

In  Bombay  and  the  countries  and  fkc* 
tories  si/bordmate  to  it,  my  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact  enables  me  to  ^tate, 
that  not  only  the  influence  of  power,  bat 
absolute  coercion,  are  constantly  used  to 
procure  goods,  and   often  at  inadequate 
prices,  for  the  Company's  several  invest- 
ments.   The  official  commercial  diary  of 
our  principal  factory,  Sorat,  is  fiill  of  in* 
stances  in  proof :    yet  the  regolations  for 
this  factory  are  taken  from  the   Bengal 
Code,  with  no  other  variation  than  what  is 
necessary  to  adapt  them  to  local  circum- 
stances.   To  say,  therefore,  that  no  power 
Is,  nor  can  be,  unduly  exercised  under  the 
operation  of  these  regulations  to  favoar 
the   Company's  trade,  is  quite  idle;   for 
we  have  a  flat  contradiction  in  practice  of 
the  assertion,  not  arising  from  casual  or 
insulated  occurrences,  but  exemplifying, 
in  an   uninterrupted   series  of  facts,  the 
natural  and  even  necessary  consequences 
of  the  system  itself;  and  if  this  exercise, 
of  power  is  less  frequent  or  less  arbitrary 
in  Bengal,  it  can  only   be  becaose  the 
people  are  more  abject,  or  situated  as  the 
weavers  mostly  are  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  their  means  of  communication 
with  the  enterprising  private  merchants  of 
the  principal  sea-ports  are  more  restrained, 
and  they  nave  therefore  fewer  temptations 
to  evade,  or  are  under  a  stronger  necessity 
to  comply  with,  the  demands  of  the  com- 
mercial resident.     But  under  the  same 
circumstances  as   those  detailed   id  the 
Surat  Diary,  and  which  the  fluctuating 
demands  of  trade  are  not  only  likely,  bat 
ought  properly,  to    produce,    the  same 
effects  would   certainly  be  experienced 
every  where. 

Formerly  the  trade  of  Saral  wig  flonrish- 


ing ;  it  is  now  fallen  into  great  decay. 
But  when  private  merchants  resorted  to  ii 
for  the  purchase  of  piece  goods,  and  tbtt 
Company  at  the  same  time  provided  a 
considerable  investment  of  these  articles, 
the  commercial  resident  was  restricted  to 
prices  considerably  lower  than  those  of 
the  market.  There  were  at  this  time  two 
descriptions  of  goods  provided,— -standard^ 
and  inferior,^-and  private  merchants,  it 
appeared,  could  afford  to  give  a  higher 
price  for  the  inferior  goods,  than  the  Ck>m<» 
pany  allowed  for  the  standard.  Tha 
weavers  had  therefore  a  manifest  intereai 
in  selling  to  the  private  merchant,  and 
evading  the  demands  of  the  -Company  ; 
and  the  scenes  of  vexation,  coercion,  and 
punishment  which  ensued,  were  incessanti 
That  part  of  the  Diary  which  I  had  occa* 
sion  once  to  examine,  or  from  1796  to 
1810,  is  so  full  of  instances  of  oppression 
and  injustice,  as  would  stagger  any  one  to 
account  for,  in  the  conduct  of  otherwise 
good  and  honourable  -meny  were  they  not 
easily  traced  to  the  system  itself,  aiid  its 
necessary  and  inevitable  influence  on  those 
who  are  employed  to  carry  it  into  effects 
During  the  time  of  the  nabob's  government 
of  Surat,  his  autbority  was  recorred  to  in 
cases  where  coercion  was  necessary; 
Thoagh  he  had  a  manifest  interest  m 
favouring  the  private  trade,  which  waa 
exported  through  his  own  cu^tom-hoase^ 
and  paid  duties,  (the  Company's  trade 
paying  none  to  him)  he  was  oevertlielesa 
persuaded,  or  intimidated,  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamation, requiring  the  manufacturers  Ce 
sell  pfece  goods  to  none  but  the  Company^ 
agents.  This  proclamation  was  some  time 
afterwards  disapproved  by  the  Bombay 
government,  yet  the  spirit  and  principle  ot 
it  were  invariably  acted  opoa.  Peona 
were  placed  with  the  weavers  to  prevent 
their  dealing  with  private  agents,  who  were 
always  ready  to  give  them  better  prices 
than  the  Codipany  ;  but  every  bargain  of 
this  description  was,  in  the  langoage  of  the 
Diary,  called  tampering  with  tbe  Com- 
pany's weavers;  and,  on  this  plea,  we 
And  several  weaters,  and  private  agenti^ 
apprehended,  fined,  and  punished. 

At  one  time  the  weavers  refusing  to 
work  for  the  Company,  and  threatening  to 
quit  the  town,  orders  were  given  at  the 
gates  to  prevent  any  manufacturer  fironi 
passing.  At  other  times  a  particular  claw 
of  weavers  paid  upwards  of  8,000  ropeei 
in  fines,  in  three  years,  to  be  escoaed 
working  for  the  Company,  and  to  be  al- 
lowed to  adl  their  goods  in  peace  to  otlicra. 
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Weaverty  who  had  enlisted  in  the  Sepoy 
corps,  to  avoid  this  oppression,  were  dis- 
coTcred,  claimed  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cers, and  returned  by  force  to  their  looms. 

When  our  government  displaced  that  of 
the  nabob  at  Sural,  a  similar  degree  of 
coercion  was  still  continued  even  under 
the  authority  of  the  Adawlut;  for  the 
commercial  resident  repeatedly  declared, 
that  there  were  no  other  means  of  provid- 
ing the  Company's  investment,  at  the 
rates  prescribed. 

I  have  already  observed  how  easy  it  is, 
ID  most  cases,  to  get  the  weavers  to  receive 
•dvancet  of  cash*  They  are  then  bound 
by  engagements  to  the  Company ;  and 
the  court  of  justice,  on  application,  en- 
forces the  contract.  Many  weavers,  fail- 
ing in  these  engagements,  have  been  con- 
fined, and  are  known  to  have  died  in  gaol. 
The  weavers  have  also  been  known  to  re- 
fuse the  commercial  resident's  advances, 
and  the  judge  of  Surat  has  been  ordered, 
by  the  Bombay  covernment,  to  use  his 
influence  to  get  tne  weavers  to  receive 
them.  I  remember  another  remarkable 
expedient  to  prevent  weavers  selling  in- 
ferior goods  to  the  private  merchants: 
this  was  an  order  by  the  Bombay  govern- 
ment to  appoint  a  police  officer  to  examine 
the  weavers'  looms  daily,  and  with  autho- 
rity to  confiscate,  at  once,  all  the  cloths 
that  were  not  found  to  be  of  standard 
quality,  or  that  required  for  the  Company's 
investment. 

There  are  papers  also  on  the  table  of 
this  House,  to  show  how  the  Company 
carry  on  their  cetton  trade  in  Guzerat. 
They  have  a  strict  monopoly  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Broach,  io  that  province.  All  the 
cotton  is  taken  from  the  ryot  at  a  price 
below  that  of  the  surrounding  market :  it 
is,  indeed,  taken  from  him  at  a  price,  in 
the  fixing  of  which  he  has  no  voice ;  but 
which  is  settled  by  the  Company's  ser- 
vants, consequently  by  the  buyers  alone 
of  the  commodity.  Every  inducement  is 
therefore  given  to  the  ryots  to  smuggle 
•their  cotton  out  of  the  district ;  they  have 
irequentty  attempted  it ;  and  peons,  and 
even  military  force,  (a  party  of  cavalry  on 
4>ne  occasion)  have  been  employed  to  pre* 
▼ent  it,  and  to  enforce  this  unjust  demand 
of  the  government. 

Since  the  Company  have  thus  entered 
into  the  cotton  trade,  the  authority  of  the 
judge  of  the  district  is,  through  his  peons, 
exercised  to  secure  all  the  cotton  cleaners, 
the  porters  and  carts  for  transporting  cot- 
ton, the  screws  for  packing  it,  and  the  I 
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boats  for  conveying  it  to  Bombay.  Nans' 
rous  complaints  have  been  made,  thst 
none  of  these  conveniencea  could  be  gsc 
by  private  merchants,  till  the  Compaaj 
was  first  served ;  by  which  aeveral  soi- 
tained  great  injury,  and  the  diaappoia^ 
ment  of  losing  the  season  for  convey iag 
cotton  to  Bombay,  and  being  obliged  te 
warehouse  it  to  the  northward^  during  the 
rainy  or  boisterouk  monsoon,  wheo  m 
boats  can  put  to  sea. 

In  the  year  1806,  the  Companv*  it 
seems,  only  took  two -thirds  of  the  prodoce ; 
but  the  ryots  and  othen  were  reauraiaed 
from  selling  the  remainder^  till  the  wheU 
of  the  Company's  cotton  was  firat  clcaeed 
and  delivered,  in  the  manner  before  de* 
scribed.  The  season  in  the  mean  tins 
drew  to  a  close ;  no  private  mercbail 
would  then  buy,  from  inability  to  convey 
it  to  Bombay,  and  the  cotton  remained  ea 
the  hands  of  the  ryots  with  very  great 
loss.  The  ryots  represented  the  bardahifM 
they  sustained;  but  it  was  no  otberwist 
redressed,  than  by  a  recommendation  fnrn 
the  commercial  resident  to  the  Bombay 
government,  that  in  future  not  merely 
two-thirds,  but  the  whole  produce  of  the 
country,  should  be  required,  at  the  re- 
duced price  fixed  by  the  Company^s 
servants. 

Several  petitions  are  also  found  on  r^ 
cord  from  the  cotton  cleanera,  ai  to  the 
inadequate  rates  at  which  they  were  paid 
for  their  labour.  Though  the  cobumi* 
cial  resident  admitted,  in  1809,  that  they 
could  get  higher  rales  in  the  neighbouring 
district,  I  never  could  find  that  ihia  just 
cause  for  complaint  was  ever  properly  re* 
dressed. 

Besides  the  quantity  of  cotton  thua  mo* 
nopolized  in  their  own  district  of  Broacli« 
the  Company  require  farther  suppliea  for 
their  China  trade.  By  withdrawing  this 
considerable  quantity  in  the  firat  instance 
from  the  general  produce  of  the  whole 
country,  the  price  of  the  remainder*  par- 
ticularly under  a  brisk  competition  for  the 
purchase,  is  naturally  enhanced.  The 
demands  of  the  Company's  agent  not 
being  fully  supplied  from  their  own  di^ 
tricts,  he  enters  the  general  market  te 
complete  his  orders ;  and,  entering  it  ai  a 
competitor,  who  must  at  all  events  be 
served^  he  thus  raises  the  price  still 
highef.  By  these  means  the  general  trade 
has  materially  suSered  :  it  has  long  ceased 
to  be  profitable ;  Mnd  many  of  the  native 
merchants  of  Bombay,  who  were  templed 
to  persevere  in  it»  under  them  disadvan* 
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cages,  have  been  utterly  ruined.  By  the 
last  accounts  from  China  we  are  infomied 
that  cotton  has  fallen 'in  that  country; 
and  this  circumstance,  joined  to  the  high 
price  in  India,  threatens  the  complete  ex- 
tinction of  this  branch  of  trade.* 
^ft  ■  ■ ■       ■  ■  ■    I 

*  A  somewhat  analogous  effect  is  pro- 
duced  by  the  Company's  interference  in 
the  tin  trade  in  this  country  ;  a  brief  no- 
tice of  which  may  serre  to  elucidate  the 
preceding  observation. 

In  a  printed  letter  from  the  Chairman, 
and  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Di* 
rectors  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
ControuU  dated  March  2\,  lbl2;  being 
in  reply  to  a  call  made  on  them  in  behalf 
of  the  Cornish  miners,  to  export  1,200 
tons  of  tin  annually,  at  certain  periods,  it 
is  stated, ''  That  the  price  of  Cornish  tin, 
in  the  year  1750,  was  about  74^.  lOf.  per 
ton  in  London,  at  about  which  price  it 
continued,  with  some  fluctuations,  until 
the  year  1789,  the  date  of  the  agreement 
with  the  Company,  in  which  year  the 
average  price  was  70/.  lOi.  per  ton  in 
London. 

'*  That  in  consequence  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Company  in  1789,  whereby 
the  surplus  quantity  of  Cornish  tin  has 
been  taken  out  of  the  London  market,  the 
price  of  that  tin  has  risen  to  100/.,  120/. 
150/.,  and  even  171/.  per  ton;  whereby 
the  miners  have  been  enabled  to  work 
their  deepest  mines,  and  to  meet  the  pret- 
aure  of  the  times,  inasmuch  that  the 
agency  of  the  Company,  in  this  particular, 
has  been  termed  the  political  salfation  of 
the  county." 

The  chairman  and  deputy  chairman 
then  go  on  to  offer  to  export  800  tons  of 
tin  at  KO/.  per  ton,  and  400  tons  at  75l  al- 
though the  calculations  contained  in  the 
same  letter  evidently  show,  that  at  this 
rate  the  Company  must  lose  by  the  specu* 
lation. 

In  the  years  1795*6,  we  have  it  on 
record,  that  cotton  was  about  1 10  rupees 
per  candy.  Of  late  years,  in  Bombay,  it 
has  been  1 80  rupees  per  candy  ;  and  this 
in  a  great  measure  is  owing  to  the  Com- 
pany's interference  in  the  trade,  and  their 
withdrawing,  in  the  first  instance,  a  large 
quantity  of  cotton  from  the  market,  which 
materially  enhances  the  price  of  the  re- 
mainder. For  the  quantity  so  withdrawn 
the  Company  only  pay  120  rupees  per 
candy,  and  yet  lose  by  it,  as  they  also  do 
by  their  tin.  There  is  one  difference  in 
lb«He  two  trades*  that  the  cotton  ia  forced 
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The  Company  have  also  a  monopoly  of 
the  timber  forests,  a  monopoly  of  salt,  • 
monopoly  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  a  mo- 
nopoly of  tobacco,  OQ  the  western  side  of 
India,  all  of  which  are  grievously  cooa* 
plained  of  by  the  natives. 

from  the  people,  but  the  tin  contrtbotad 
voluntarily ;  yet  the  effect,  in  both  in- 
stancesi  is  the  same  on  the  general  in* 
teresta  of  commerce,  and  of  the  comma* 
nity.  A  certain  Quantity  is  absorbed  by 
the  Company  ana  embarked  in  a  losinr 
trade,  whikt  every  other  person  intereatod 
in  the  commodity  suffers  by  the  great  en- 
hancement  of  ita  price.  However  mueht 
therefore^  the  Cornish  miners  may  spp* 
pose  themselves  obliged  to  the  Company 
for  this  inference,  I  cannot  think  tbn 
London  dealers  in  tin,  or  the  conaomara  of 
the  commodity,  can  feel  equal  I  v  obliged ; 
independent  also  of  the  general  checka  to 
consumption  occasioned  by  this  unnatural 
enhancement  of  price,  there  is  danger  of 
extinction  to  the  trade  itself,  when  th« 
price  becomes  so  high  as  to  admit  of 
cheaper  supplies  from  other  quartera. 

From  authentic  information  lately  pro- 
cured, I  find  that  this  efiisct  has  in  some 
respects  been  already  experienced.  Owing 
to  the  rise  above  mentioned  in  the  price 
of  tin,  some  branches  of  the  manufacture 
at  Birmingham  have  been  considerably 
reduced,  and  in  particular  that  of  bucklea 
is  lost  to  the  town.  The  use  of  pewter  baa 
from  the  same  cause  also  considerably  and 
notoriously  diminished  throughout  th« 
kingdom.  It  should  likewise  be  kept  in 
mind,  that  Banca  tin  (as  stated  in  the  sam« 
letter  of  the  chairman  and  deputy  chair- 
man) may  be  procured  at  a  fair  current 
price  of  67/.  to  76/.  per  ton.  This  is  less 
than  what  the  Company  themselves  pay 
for  Cornish  tin  in  England,  and  scarcely 
one  half  the  cost  of  Cornish  tin  to  tlia 
European  manufacturer,  which  is  133t 
per  ton.  The  Banca  tin  is  also  anperior 
in  Quality  to  the  Cornish  tini  and  greatly 
prerierred  in  the  continental  markets.  In^ 
dependent  therefore  of  the  absurdity  of 
the  Company  going  to  Cornwall  to  buy  tin 
at  80/.  per  ton,  when  they  can  get  it  with- 
in a  few  daya  sail  of  the  China  market  at 
67/.,  there  is  certainly,  from  the  circum- 
stances above  stated,  no  inconsiderable 
danger  of  further  injury  to  the  tin  trade 
and  manufacturers  of  this  country,  of 
which  the  Company's  interference  ia  thtia 
the  sole  and  obvious  cauae.  A  similar 
danger,  and  from  the  same  caoies,  ia  to  be 
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In  Bengal,  it  it  also  said,  (there  are 
letters/ indeed,  from  the  spot  confirming 
the  assertion)  that  the  «alt  monopoly  is 
felt  as  a  grievous  oppression ;  and  that 
many  lives  are  annually  sacrificed  to  this 
manufacture,  the  salt-makers  being  com- 
pelled to  work  in  it,  and  receiving  only  an 
'  inadt'quate  compensation  for  their  labour. 
It  will  probably  be  objected,  that  the  salt 
monopoly  constitutes  do  part  of  the  Com- 
pany's trade ;  that  it  is,  on  the  contrary, 
a  source  of  revenue,  and  was  considered  as 
•nch  previous  to  the  Company's  possession 
of  the  Bengal  provinces;  the  British  go- 
yernment  having  only,  in  this  respect,  fol- 
lowed the  practice  of  its  predecessors; 
b^the  concern  being  managed  by  revenue 
aefVants,  and  carried  into  revenue  ac- 
mccoonts,  will  not  alter  its  inherent  cha- 
racter of  monopoly.  The  salt  is  exclu- 
•ively  manufactured  for  the  Company, 
paid  for  at  a  fixed  price,  and  sold  at  an 

apprehended  in  respect  to  the  Bombay 
cotton  trade. 

These,  however,  are  the  principles  on 
which  the  Company's  trade  ever  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  carried  on.  Equal  and 
ireciprocal  advantage,  the  very  soul  of 
commerce,  is  lost  sight  of,  and  the  mono- 
polising principle  of  promoting  the  ad- 
vantage of  one  favoured  party,  to  the  ma- 
terial injury  of  all  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity, is  substituted.  Trade,  in  order  to 
flourish,  requires  no  favour  nor  compul- 
iory  aid.  When  it  is  (he  interest  of  ex- 
porters to  send  out  a  commodity,  they 
Will  do  it  without  any  law  or  order  of 
council  to  stimulate  them.  When  it  is 
not  their  interest  to  export,  it  never  can 
be  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  force  it, 
with  the  consequent  loss  which  must  en- 
sue to  the  exporter.  1  he  motives  of  the 
Company  in  this  transaction  may  be  good 
enough,  but  their  whole  principle  is  falla- 
cious; the  extensive  mischief  occasioned 
by  it  to  the  consumers  of  tin,  and  the 
community  generally,  is  far  more  than 
any  supposed  advantage  to  the  Cornish 
miners  can  be  pretended  to  counter- 
balance* A  patriotic  plea  is  assumed  to 
justify  the  measure ;  but  it  is  an  effectual 
method,  if  carried  to  its  fullest  extent,  of 
ruining,  instead  of  promoting,  the  national 
interests. 

The  same  reasoning  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  their  woollen  trade,  which,,  as  far 
as  I  can  perceive,  is  every  where  a  losing 
one,  and  therefore  founded  on  very  false 
notiona  of  patriotism* 


Enu  India  Compai^i  4ffkan. 


[115 


enormous  profit.*  However  moe^>  thc» 
fore,  the  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  opp 
pression,  under  which  it  waa  formerlj 
conducted,  may  be  now  mitigated^  it  is  a  i 
far  still  a  compulsive  system;  and  mht\ 
ther  considered  in  the  light  of  a  tajc»«ra| 
monopoly  gain,  the  exaction  appears  a 
be  particularly  heavy.  It  may  be  thoagk 
to  be  more  deserving  of  coDsideraiion  wi 
reform,  if  we  reflect,  at  the  aame  time,  ita 
it  is  raised  upon  one  of  the  moat  jaccetsny 
articles  of  life  to  all  ranks  of  people;  aai 
tha(  the  supreme  govemment'bave  avowed 
their  wish,  and  even  expectation^  of  beiM 
able  to  extend  this  oppressive  tax  or  pnft 
(call  it  which  yoa  will)  througlioat  tkt 
whole  of  the  Madras  provincea  ;  that  ii^ 
over  countries  far  too  poor  to  be  Joaded 
with  additional  taxes,.aiui  wbcra  it  canail 
be  supported  even  by  the  backmyad  pre* 
tence  of  ancient  osage.f  The  aoliqnitv 
of  the  oppression  indeed,  even  in  Bengali 
will  be  no  justification  of  its  cootinvancey 
to  those  who  conceive  oor.anceelora  may 
have  been  fallible  like  oofaelvei«  and  who 
have  no  such  prejudiced  drtad  of  ipnova^ 
tion,  as  to  think  errors  and  abaaea  are  not 
to  be  reformed,  because  they  have  anti- 
quity to  excuse  them. 

Even  the  indigo  planter!  loudly  cooa* 
plain  of  the  Company's  interfaranco.  It 
appears  from  what  has  been  publiahed  en 
this  subject,  that  the  Company*  at  iha 
commencement  of  the  indigo  trade*  ieat 
upwards  of  80,000/.  by  their  own  apeca- 
lations  in  it.  Deterred  from  farther  |M0- 
secuting  it  on  their  own  account*  they  thca 
aided  individuals  with  advance!  of  roooaj 
in  India,  to  be  repaid  in  England  ;  bat  at 


*  in  the  Second  Report  of  .the  Sel«l 
Committee,  Ap|>endix  1 8,  we  are  infonaed* 
that  the  contract  price  for  the  mannbc* 
ture  of  salt  paid  by  the  Company  to  the 
molungees,  or  makers,  is  about  50  mpcc! 
per  1 00  maonds.  The  price  at  the  f^ 
pany's  sales  averages,  I  understand*  aboai 
300  rupees  per  100  maonds.  At  tbia  rata 
the  price  of  this  indispensible  article  of  UJa 
is  thus  raised  to  the  consumer  aboat  500 
per  cent,  above  its  natural  cost. 

t  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Goveraoi^ 
general  to  the  Government  of  Madrai^ 
dated  Jan.  1 800 :  "  We  have  no  heaitatioob 
however,  in  authorising  yoa  to  form  yoor 
permanent  aetilement  on  the  principle* 
that  the  Company  will,  at  some  period  of 
time,  possets  the  exclusive  right  of  mann* 
factoring  salt  from  Ganjam  to  Cape  Como* 
rin."    Second  Report^  App^  fla 
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'    a  rate  of  exchange  whfcb  may  be  said  to 

'     have  yielded  a  pro6t  far  exceedioff  the 

!     ordinary  retoms    of   comoDerce.      With 

I     these  adfances,  howerer,  very  extenaiTe 

indigo  works  and  factorieawere  construct* 

'     ed   by  individuaU;    bat  when  they  bad 

'     finished   their   works,  and   wanted   more 

'     capital  to  carry  on  their  speculations,  the 

'     Company  closed  their  purse  to  the  planters, 

and  again  entered  into  the  trade  them* 

•elves,  to  the  great  injury,  of  coarse,  of 

firivate  competitortr.  Many  letters,  of 
ate  date,  from  Bengal,  repfesent  the  in- 
digo trade  as  still  suffering  from  the  Com* 
pany's  proceedings.  From  all,  indeed,  I 
nave  seen  or  heard  of  the  history  of  this 
trade,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  series  of  in- 
terference at  one  time,  and  forced  encou- 
ragement at  another;  both  eaaally  ad- 
Terse  to  its  permanent  prospenty,  and  to 
the  rendering  our  valuable  possessioiis  in 
Bengal,  the  source  of  exclusive  supply  in 
this  article  to  all  Europe,  as  might  be  an* 
ticipated  from  local  and  natural  advan- 
tages, if  the  trade  were  left  to  its  own 
energies. 

The  Company's  speculations  in  hemp 
have  been  equally  ruinous  to  themselves, 
and  injurious  to  the  general  interests  of 
commerce.  Their  interference,  indeed, 
most  always  particularly  affect  the  import 
of  raw  commodities  into  England,  by  the 
enormous  freight  and  charges  which  sove- 
reign merchants  will  always  be  subject  to, 
and  which,  under  their  monopoly,  private 
merchants  are  obliged  to  pay  to  them ; 
and  likewise  by  raising  the  prime  cost  in 
India,  so  as  to  render  that  import  a  losing, 
which  otherwise  would  be  a  profitable, 
concern  to  the  private  merchant ;  cotton 
and  hemp,  for  example,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly enhanced,  by  this  interference, 
in  their  Indian  cost*. 

*  Calculation  <m  the  price$  qf  cotton, 

£.     9. 

Tonnage    in   Company's 

regular  ships 40    0  per  ton/ 

■  in    Company's 

extra  ships 30    0  ditto. 

■  in  private  ships 

(India  built) 22  15  ditto  f. 

1  Ton  of  cotton  averages  1^  candies, 
or  l,372lbs. 

Per  ton.  d. 

At  .£.40    0  6.997  per  lb. 

30     0  5247  ditto. 

22  15  3.979  ditto. 

t  These  are  all  considered  as  war  freighla^ 
(  VOL.  XXVIL  ) 


Pepper  is  another  article  which,  while 
the  Company  continued  to  trade  in  it,  was 
also  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  Malabar 
at  lower  prices  than  the  market-rates,  and 
consequently,  by  a  system  of  coercion^ 
aided  often  by  military  force,  of  which  [ 
was  myself  a  personal  witness,  in  that 
province.  Tlii**  circumstance,  with  others, 
led  iikthe  rebellions  which,  for  a  series  of 
^ears  afterwards,  marked  our  government 
m  that  quarter. 

In  Travancore  the  raja  entered  iota 
contracts  to  supply  three  or  four  thousand 
candies  of  pepper  at  II 7,  and  afterwards, 
I  believe,  at  125  rupees  per  candy.  At 
this  time  the  market-price  of  pepper  waa 
\60,  180,  and  200  iopees*  The  nua, 
throaghout  this  period,  continued  to  de- 
liver bis  pepper  at  the  contract  price ;  and 
it  was  set  off  in  account  against  a  military 
subsidy,  (which  the  raja  had  also  to  pay 
to  the  British  government)  until  the  year 
1806.  Whilst  the  Company,  indeed,  re- 
quired pepper  as  an  article  of  consign- 
ment to  Europe,  the  raja,  in  fact,  paid  his 
subsidy  with  this  article,  though  rated  at 
the  inadequate  price  specified  in  the  con- 
tract. But  when  pepper  was  no  longer 
desired  by  the  Company  as  an  article  of 
trade,  the  price  in  Europe  having  also 
fallen  below  the  contract  price,  the  raja 
was  called  upon  to  pay  his  subsidy,  and 
in  1805  a  greatly  increased  subsidy,  in 
money.  This  led  to  all  the  unhaMv  and 
disgraceful  proceedings,  which  of  late 
years  occurred  in  that  country.  So  that 
whatever  may  be  thought  by  prejudice  or 
partiality  of  the  great  blessings,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  India  owe  to  the  Company'i 
commercial  dealings,  their  trade  will  lonr 
be  remembered,  at  least  in  Malabar  ana 
Travancore,  from  the  deeds  of  ri^ence 
and  blood,  which  it  has  there  occasioned. 

Thus  the  difference  between  lading  cotton 
on  the  regular  Indiamen  and  private  ships, 
is  3,01  Sef.  per  lb.  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
or  43,132  per  cent. ;  and  between  lading 
it  on  Company's  extra  ships  and  private 
ships  \,26Sd.  per  lb.  or  24,160  per  cent. 
Supposing  cotton  to  cost  on  board  180 
rupees  per  candy  (of  784lbs.)  the  valuo 
of  lib.  (at  2s.  3a.  per  rupee)  is  6,\99d*; 
hence  the  freight  in  a  regular  Indiaman 
amounts  to  112,873  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost,  while  that  on  extra  ships  is 
84,042  per  cent,  and  on  private  ships  no 
more  than  64,188  per  cent. 

It  is  fair  to  presume^  that  when  regular 
ships  pay  a  premium  of  0  per  cent,  thai 
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Bot  to  einimerate  all  the  instances  of 
this  kind,  which  are  well  known  and  felt 

^■^— ^— ^^    ■  ■  — ^»»— ■  ■  ■ 

extra  ships,  with  convoy  for  the  Toyage, 
will  pay  the  same,  and  without  convoy  9 
per  cent.;  private  ships,  with  convoy, 
would  then  pay  7  per  cent,  and  without 
convoy  10  per  cent.  As  however  the 
shipper  has  to  insure  the  cost  only,  the 
difference  in  the  premium  of  insurance 
bears  no  material  proportion  to  the  dif- 
ference of  freights 

Without  regarding  the  insurance,  there- 
fore, the  rate  of  which  must  depend  on 
circumstances,  it  appears  that  the  shipper 
of  cotton,  in  order  to  be  indemnified  firom 
losi^  most  receive  ki  the  Londori  market. 
Independently  of  the  usual  mercantile 
charges  and  Company's  and  King's  duties. 

For  I  lb.  of  cotton 
By  a  regular  ship  6.l99d. 
Freight...  6.997d. 

13.1 96A 

By  an  extra  ship  6.199 

Freight ...  5.247 

-  l\.U6d. 
By  a  private  ship  6.199 

Freight ..«  3.079 

10.178d. 

No  notice  is  here  taken  of  interest,  be- 
cause, as  it  attaches  to  the  first  cost  only, 
it  will  bear  alike  on  all ;  unless,  indeed, 
the  coqi^modity  should  remain  long  unsold 
afier  its  arrival,  in  which  case  that  which 
pays  the  largest  freight,  would  also  be 
subject  to  the  heaviest  charge  for  interest. 

Having  thus  shown  the  rates  at  which 
cotton  may  be  imported  by  regular,  extra, 
and  private  ships  at  the  present  Indian 
price  of  that  article,  we  will  submit  an 
estim^  of  its  cost,  supposing  the  price 
IB  India  to  fall  to  what  may  be  consiaered 
its  natural  rate.  We  have  it  on  record, 
that  70  rupees  per  candy,  or  2M0d.  per 
lb.  will  yield  to  the  cultivator  a  profit 
equal  to  that  derived,  by  the  same  class  of 
people,  from  the  cultivation  of  grain.  In 
1795 -6  the  price  of  cotton  to  the  export- 
ing merchant  was  about  1 10  rupees  per 
candy,  or  3,788d.  per  lb*  Supposing  it, 
therefore,  to  bot-again  reduced  to  this  price, 
the  calculation  will  then  stand  as  follows: 

d. 
I  lb.  of  cotton  as  above  3*788 

TtUl  Coat. 

Add  freight  d. 

Per  regular  ships  6.997  =  \0.7%5d. 

Per  extra  ditto  5/247=    9.035 

Per  private  ditto    3.979  zz    7,767 
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in  India,  would  only  be  to  tire  thm  wtkmtM 
of  the  House:   and  to  mmny,  woo  mi 


In  this  case  the  freight  will  be:  Bf 
regular  ships  184,714  per  cent.  o#tki 
original  -cost.  By  extra  ditto  IdMl^ 
ditto.    By  private  ditto  105,042  ditto.    • 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  preccdiii| 
calculations  I  have  considered  the  tnaA 
by  private  ships,  by  which  I  mean  lBi» 
built  ships  navigated  with  LaaGar%  at  M 
15s.  per  ton ;  but  the  priTsite  merdMi 
of  this  country  assert,  and  probably  ja 
just  grounds,  that  they  can  ramish  aUpt 
ping  at  18/.  per  ton,  which  wonid  rcdm 
the  freight  20,884  per  cent,  and  the  coa 
of  the  cotton  in  England  wonid  be  thai 
reduced  to  6|936d.  per  lb. 

That  the  Indian  prime  coat  of  cotka 
may  be  again  reduced  to  the  natural  pncs 
of  the  commodity,  there  is  no  good  reaaoi 
to  doubt,  if  the  trade  be  rendered  qaha 
firee,  and  the  cultivation  not  hamparad  bf 
impolitic  vexations  or  reslrainiaL  The 
quantities  now  produced  in  the  oppoailo 
extremities  of  India,  tIx.  Oemat»  and 
Bengal,  and  the  fitness  of  aloioat  M  the 
intermediate  countries  for  the  pfadnetkn 
of  this  article,  of  the  best  qaali|t|f»  WfaU 
be  a  sufficient  warrant  of  the  eflbcl  hoe 
anticipated.  When  the  Company  iraM 
in  pepper  from  Malabar,  and  carried  awaf 
annually  larse  cargoes  of  it«  the  price  la 
private  merchants  was.  175  to  flOO 
per  candy.  The  cultivation  of . 
having  been  encouraged  in  the  < 
islands,  and  the  Company  liaTing  with* 
drawn  firom  the  trade,  the  price  of  pappg 
in  Malabar  is  now  56  rupees  per  candy. 

I  do  not  say  that,  in  both  theae  caae^lha 
Company's  interference  in  thia  trade  has 
been  the  sole  cause  of  the  exceaaive. in- 
crease of  price;  but  it  has  been  a  po««w 
ful  cause,  in  the  manner  explained  andar 
each  head  respectively.  Pepper^  hoaii 
ever,  having  fallen  from  a  monopoly«  la 
its  natural  price,  there  is  no  gooa  raano 
Irhy  cotton,  hemp,  and  other  articka.iB 
demand  for  home  manufactures^  niahl 
not,  under  similar  circumstances*  Ibliaw. 
the  same  course ;  and  none,  I  preaa 
but  those  whose  interest  suspende 
judgment,  will  doubt  the  general  a 
tage  of  natural,  over  monopoly,  pricca*  Off 
ansert,  in  these  days,  that  monopoly  pricea 
are  the  only  means  of  *«  political  aaU 
vation."  If  the  natural  prices*  hoir* 
ever,  of  these  commodities  should  ever  be 
restored,  it  will  be  evident  to  every  mer- 
chant,  from  the  preceding  cetcahnign^ 
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faear  me*  it  will  be  unnecistury ;  lo  tbote, 
I  mean,  who  are  convinced* ohai  e?ilt  like 
thes^  are  no  more  than  the  natural  off 
flpring  of  the  system  we  are  now  discuss- 
ing ;  and  who  will  join  me  in  the  regret, 
that  talcnu;  such  at  are  possessed  by  the 
court,  of  directors  and  their  lerTanti, 
should  be  misapplied  in  the  continuation 
of  such  a  systvm ;  perhaps*  indeed*  the 
greatest  of  all  its  evils,  is  its  tendency  to 
bias  the  judgment,  and  perrert  the  oiidcr- 
standing  of  honourable  and  well  disposed 
men*  inasmuch  as*  by  its  influence  and  ope* 
rattoB,  it  constantly  leads  them  to  belieTo 
that  to  be  an  act  of  prescribed  daty»  which 
sober  and  abstract  deliberation  on  the  case 
would  at  once  shew  them  to  be  wrong. 
This  is  an  eril*  too,  which  no  change  of 
persons  ^n  correct.  It  is  inseparable 
from  the  system  itself.  There  is  a  na- 
tural propensity  in  most  persons  to  ap- 
prove, without  examining*  every  system 
that  has  received  the  sanction  of  high 
authority :  and*  in  executing  their  assigned 
parts  under  it*  they  have  at  least  the  satis- 
imctioD  of  feeling,  that  they  perform  a 
prescribed  duty,  or  are  gratifying  that 
power  which  is  most  interested  m  its  sop- 
port.  Others,  who  see  its  evils,  are  wiU 
Jing  to  compromise  them  in  their  own 
minds*  by  considering  them  as  a  price 
fairly  paid  for  other  P>rts  of  the  system* 
supposed  to  be  benencial ;  whilst  a  cer* 
tain  degree  of  odium  never  fails  to  attach 
to  those  who  have  the  courage  or  the  vir- 
tue to  notice  its  defects.  With  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  system,  therefore*  we  are 
sure  of  the  continuance  of  all  its  appro- 
priate injuries*  without  the  slightest  pros- 
pect of  e&ctoal  remedy*  till  authority 
itself  shall  proclaim  the  necessity  of  a 
change. 

that  India  cotton  may  be  imported  into 
England  at  about  Id,  per  lb.  for  prime 
cost  and  freight ;  and  therefore  at  less  than 
lOd.  per  lb.  including  every  charge ; 
whilst  Concany  (the  best)  hemp  would 
cost  about  40/.  per  ton.  These  rates  are 
considerably  below  what  we  have  long 
been  obliged  to  pay  for  our  supplies  from 
America  and  Russia:  and  it  is  conse- 
quently submitted  to  those*  who  have  the 
power  of  deciding  the  question*  whether 
It  would  not  be  wise  to  favour  the  growth 
of  our  own  colonies*  by  the  only  encou- 
ragement required*  entire  freedom*  which 
would  certainly  enable  India  to  nodersell 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  thtM  and  others 
•f  its  raw  productions. 


How  devoutly,  therefore*  is  it  to  be 
wished*  that  all  who  acknowledge*  in  their 
reasoning*  the  troth  of  well- established 
principles*  would  no  longer  adhere*  in 
their  practice*  to  antiquated  and  perniciods 
prejudices  ?  Taken  as  an  abstract  truth* 
no  one  now  requires  to  be  taught  that 
monopoly  is  an  evil*  that  the  interests  of 
the  many  are  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  those 
of  the  few ;  and  that  industry  can  only 
flourish  with  freedom*  and  the  certainty 
of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  its  labours.  Yet 
where*  let  me  ask*  is  the  practice  which 
steadily  conforms  to  these  principles? 

Nothing*  certainly*  can  be  more  obvious, 
than  that  industry  must  in  all  countries^ 
and  among  all  people*  depend  on  hope*  on 
expectation*  on  the  probability  of  success; 
for  capital  itself  will  not  be  employed  to 
promote  it*  where  these  feelings  do  not 
exist  as  to  the  general  result  The  prin- 
ciple is*  douMless*  so  strong  in  homao  na- 
ture* as  to  resist  many  discoQragements» 
and  to  contend  with  a  multitude  of  ob- 
structions ;  it  possesses  moreover  an  elas- 
ticity which  causes  it  to  spring  with  fresh  . 
vigour  whenever  the  pressure  of  these  ob- 
structions is  removeo ;  but  a  long  con* 
tinuance  of  them*  it  mutt  also  be  remem- 
bered* induces  habits  on  which  re-action 
may  produce  no  effect :  for  where  a 
people  have  laboured  for  ages  under  the 
severities  of  despotic  swav ;  where  a  system 
prerails  which  renders  the  fruits  of  labour 
precarious*  and  subject  to  vexatious  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  power ;  and  where 
the  immediate  possessor  is  insecure  of  a 
free  and  full  enjoyment*  men  are  reared 
from  infancy*  without  any  of  those  hopes 
and  anticipations  of  benefit*  which  art 
the  main  spring  of  industry  and  prpspo* 
rity  ;  indolence  and  languor  take  posses« 
sion  of  the  mind*  and  to  the  bopelessnesa 
of  attoining  comforU  and  blessings*  suc- 
ceeds an  indifference  to  life  itselC  with  a 
concomiunt  train  of  moral  depravities 
always  most  observable  under  such 
systems*  and  which  it  reqnires  no  other 
cause  to  account  for.  These  efiecu  are 
sufficiently  obvioos  in  India*  and  when  wo 
remember  the  despotism  under  which 
these  countries  haTe  to  long  groaned*  when 
we  consider  that  the  same  system  of  go* 
vernmeoty  which  was  esublisbed  by  tho 
Mahomedan  invaders*  hu  been  continued^ 
with  few  improvemenu*  by  ourselves; 
when  we  look  at  the  principle  and  amount 
of  our  taxation*  leaving  to  the  mass  of  tho 
people  little  or  no  hope  beyond  thet  of  e 
bare  subsistence  i  when  we  reflect  on  ell 
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the  vexations  to  which  the  trade  ef  the 
country  is  subjected,  as  exemplified  in  the 
recorded  history  of  that  of  Surat*^  and  other 
places,  the  attempted  monopoly  of  the 
manufacturers'  labour,  the  forced  diminu- 
tion of  their  profits,  and  the  frauds, 
evasions,  and  concealments,  they  are  in 
many  instances  drifen  to,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  market  value  of  their  industry; 
in  short,  when  we  thus  see  a  system  exhi- 
biting, in  all  its  parts,  the  exercise  of  an 
arbitrary  and  rigorous  power,  need  we 
seek  any  other  cause  to  account  for  the 
habits  of  the  people  leading  them,  to 
**  live  all  their  days  lipon  rice,  and  to  go 
only  half  covered  with  a  slight  cotton 
cloth?''  With  these  causes,  and  their 
Inevitable  efiects  before  us,  it  is  no  small 
trial  of  our  patience,  to  hear  men  of  talents 
and  observation,  yet  blind  to  the  defects 
of  their  own  institutions,  describe  the 
innate  simplicity  of  the  Indians,  as  natu- 
rally averting  them  from  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life,  and  their  habits,  so  fixed, 
as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  change. 

*  Because  Surat  is  given  as  an  example, 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  the  evil  is  confined 
to  that  spot.  Lord  Wellesley's  celebrated 
letter  of  19ih  July,  1804,  published  in  this 
country  in  1812,  shows  it  to  have  extended 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Madras  pro- 
vinces. The  mode  in  which  an  evil  of  this 
kind  spreads  is  well  described  by  Mr. 
Bentham ;  and  it  is  inipossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  strong  resemblance  of  his 
picture  to  actual  occurrences  in  the 
country  we  are  treating  of. 

"  Un  premier  acte  de  violence  produira 
d'abord  un  certain  degr^  d'apprchension ; 
Toild  deja  quelques  esprits  timides  d^cou- 
rages.  IJne  seconde  violence  qui  succede 
bien(6t  repand  une  alarme  plus  considera- 
ble. Les  plus  prudens  commencent  d  res- 
serrer  leurs  enterprises,  et  abandonnent 
peu-a-peu  une  carriere  incertaine.  Ame- 
sure  que  ces  attaques  se  reit^rent,  et  que  le 
system  d'oppression  prend  un  caract^re 
plus  habituel,  la  dispersion  augmente,  ceux 
qui  ont  fui  ne  sont  pas  rem  places;  ceux 
qui  restent  tombent  dans  un  etai  de  Ian- 
gueur.  C'est  ainsi  qu'  a  la  longue  le 
champ  de  I'industrie,  battu  par  ces  orages, 
peut  etifin  se  irouver  desert."—"  Une  at- 
teinte  portee  aux  propri^i^s  d'un  seul  jette 
I'alarme  parmi  les  autres  proprietairen. 
]Lie  Sentiment  se  communique  de  proclie 
en  proche,  et  la  contagion  peut  enfin 
gagntrr  le  corps  entier  de  Tetat."  Vol.  2, 
p.  41,42. 
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I  do  not  say  that  the  aaperwtilioM  if 
the  natives  have  no  share  in  their  debus* 
ment ;  but  1  do  say,  they  mre  neitlier  ik 
chief  nor  the  primary  cause/  Sopentitioi 
will  tend  to  perpetuate  the  moral  oeprarjiy 
and  slavery  of  a  people ;  but  it  k^  iiM 
an  efiect  of  oppreuion  and  poverty :  aai 
if  the  elastic  powers  of  the  aiiad  mtni^ 
lieved  from  the  overwhelming  infloeaGs 
of  other  causes  which  aggravate  ik 
wretchedness  and  confirm  the  desradaliM 
of  India,  natural  expansion  and  impraiti 
ment  in  views,  pursuits,  and  intellect 
would  ensue,  and  afford  the  best,  nay  ik 
only  chance,  of  finally  subduing  tbt  se- 
perstition  itself. 

It  has  been  remarked,  tkat  imdsr 
despotic  governments,  and  even  in  a  d» 
based  and  corrupted  state  of  OMnnera,  il 
is  not  uncommon  to  observe  considerabb 
progress  in  those  arts  which  addreae  ihcoi- 
selves  to  the  imagination,  or  are  for  ihi 
most  part  conducive  to  mere  amiiiomoni, 
such  as  music,  poetry,  painting,  &c  ;  bm 
never  (I  think  it  is  said)  in  ihoae  higher 
sciences  and  pursuits  which  ioiprofe  thm 
understanding  and  the  heart.  For 
improvements  there  must  be  a  field 
which  the  active  qualities  of  the  mind 
generally  may  be  allowed  the  freest  range. 
But  this  is  the  field  in  which  indaslry  and 
prosperity  would  equally  delight;  moral 
improvement  and  that  of  the  condition  ef 
the  people  being  thus  assignable  tp  a 
common  influence,  may  be  thonght  is 
have  a  natural  connection,  from  wUch  ths 
progress  of  the  one  can  hardly  bo  ex* 
pected,  but  under  circumstances  cqoslly 
favourable  to  that  of  the  other.  In  tlw 
view  it  would  be  well  if  the  great  advo- 
cates for  the  introduction  of  Chriatiaaily 
into  India,  were  also  to  consider  more  fidly 
the  observations  which  have  been  madsb 
by  very  high  authorities,  on  the  hisloiy 
and  progress  of  the  human  mind  ;  and  it 
would  be  a  blessing  of  inestimable  ▼aks^ 
if  they  were  consequently  led  to  give 
their  powerful  aid  to  the  removal  of  these 
obstructions,  which  in  debasing  the 
dition  of  the  people,  equally  aoid 
nently  oppose  the  srrnmpliihment  ef 
their  own  favourite  wish. 

It  is  the  condition  of  the  people*  I  re* 
peat  it,  that  must  be  first  improved;  the 
energies  through  which  alone  it  can  be- 
effectually  ameliorated  must  be  called  inta 
exercise ;  the  mind,  in  short,  most  be  ra* 
lieved  of  that  habitual  dread  of  power* 
which  deadens  every  aotive  ^uhy,  ere  it 
can  be  fitted  to  receive  improvepieot  fioii 
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tbe  divine  precepts  of  the  gotpeU  in  iu 
present  inert  state,  force,  or  poverty,  or 
interest,  ma|r  make  converts;  but  tbey^ 
like  tbeir  predecessors,  will  be  Cbrisiians 
in  name  alone,  humbled  rather  than  exalted 
by  the  change,  and,  from  a  feeling  of  self 
degradation,  more  than  ever  prooe  to  the 
depravities  of  onr  nature.  We  may,  here- 
after, have  to  boast  of  numbers,  but  till 
the  moral  energies  of  tbe  people  have 
greater  means  of  developement,  we  may 
have  to  blush  for  the  examples,  possibly 
for  the  acts,  which  misguided  zeal  shall 
l^ye  produced ;  and  to  regret,  when  too 
late,  (hat  we  mistook  tbe  only  course  ^ 
which,  if  steadily  pursued,  would  have 
conducted  our  steps  to  certain  success. 

Hoping,  therefore,  that  the  condition  of 
this  interesting  people  may,  at  so  critical 
a  juncture  as  the  present,  not  be  over- 
)ooke<l  by  parliament;  and  having  given 
my  views  of  the  only  method,  through 
which  either  their  happiness  or  moral  im- 
provement can  be  materially  promoted,  1 
shall  here  close  with  repeating  my  former 
wish,  that  the  Company's  commercial 
system  may,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
brou{;ht  to  an  end,  and  that  tbeir  know* 
ledge  and  experience  may  then  be  wholly 
directed  to  their  political  affairs;  from 
which,  as  much  advantage  may  be  anti- 
cipated to  result  to  themselves,  and  to  the 
parent  state,  as  to  tbe  countries  tbey  are 
deputed  to  govern. 

And  as  twenty  years  more  of  exclusive 
privilege  will  prolong,  beyond  what  is 
necessary,  tbe  evils  1  have  on  this  and  a 
former  night  endeavoured  to  describe,  I 
object  to  it  as  the  period  of  tbe  new 
charter  now  proposed  to  be  granted. 
Half  that  term  is,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
quite  sufficient  for  all  the  useful  purposes 
intended  to  be  secured,  by  a  gradoal  abo* 
lition  of  the  Company's  monopoly. 


Extracts  firm  (he  Appendix  to  Mr.  Rickard^i 

Speeches. 

The  condition  of  the  husbandman  or 
ryot  of  India,  and  the  system  of  taxation, 
which  spreads  want  and  misery  through 
regions  abounding  with  the  richest  pro- 
ductions of  nature,  appear  to  be  imper- 
fectly known,  or  little  considered,  eten  in 
the  metropolis  of  the  British  empire  ;  or 
ibey  would,  sooner,  have  awakened  the 
active  feelings  of  pbilantbropy,  which  to 
eminently  distinguish  our  age  and  country ; 
the  iuterfeceoce  of  which«  it  is  prci umed. 


cannot  be  less  meritorious,  nor,  it  is  hoped, 
less  efficacious,  than  in  the  great  cause, 
which,  after  many  years  conflict  betweea 
natoral  justice  and  commercial  policy,  ac 
last  prevaited,  in  securing  'the  Africaa 
froni  captivity  and  the  scourge. 

Tbe  dejected  sons  of  Asia  might  prefer 
even  stronger  claims  on  our  sense  of  na- 
tional honour  and  humanity,  since  thejr 
have  long  been  under  the  iromedialt 
guardianship  of  the  British  constitution^ 
whose  glory  it  is,  impartially  to  watch 
over  all  its  subjects  and  dependents,  with- 
out regarding  the  quality  of  the  person^ 
or  the  distance  of  his  abode. 

The  consideration  due  to  the  natives  of 
India  was  urged  on  tbe  notice  of  parlia* 
ment,  at  tbe  epoch  of  prolonging  the 
trading  privileges  of  tbe  East  India  Com- 
pany for  a  further  period  of  twenty  years; 
and  although  a  disclosure  of  tbe  defects 
and  abuses  in  our  revenue  institotions  was 
received  with  all  the  attention,  which  its 
relevancy  to  the  commercial  points,  then 
under  discussion,  permitted  to  expect,  yet 
of  necessity  the  explanatory  details,  which 
form  the  appendices  of  the  speeches, 
could  not  be  introduced  in  a  debate.  The 
reader  will  here  find,  that  the  author's  ob- 
servations on  the  principles  of  Indian 
finance,  and  his  animadversions  on  the 
evils  which  it  encourases,  are  justified  by 
official  and  authentic  docomenu,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  concurrent  testimonies  of 
men,  whose  opinions,  like  his  own,  are  the 
result  of  personal  observation  and  expe- 
rience in  the  country,  whose  cause  is  now 
brought  to  the  bnr  of  British  justice. 

It  will  grieve  hiro,  if  any  pious  Christian 
take  offence  at  his  manner  of  expressing 
himself,  on  the  important  subject  of  com- 
municating the  liffht  of  the  Gospel  to 
minds  hitherto  held  impervious  to  iu  ra^ 
His  observations  are  all  precautionary,  in- 
tended to  relieve  our  holy  religion  from 
tbe  shame  of  practices  unworthy  of  its 
divine  origin,  and  to  avert  miscarriage, 
disappointment,  and  regret,  from  its  most 
benevolent  professors. 

Although  to  implicate  in  tha  errors  of 
our  Indian  government  the  sacred  cha- 
racter of  our  faitb,  may  be  ihoughf  oojoit 
or  invidious,  the  association  is  inseparable 
in  the  minds  of  those,  who  impote  their 
misery  to  our  avarice  and  ambition.  Tha 
foreign  sovereigns  and  the  foreign  mia- 
sionaries,  both  coming  from  the  same 
country,  will  be  equally  objects  of  distmst 
and  jealousy  to  a  timid  people,  unleas  thn^ 
practice  of  Christianity,  indeedaof  mercy 
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«nd  charity  by  the  one,  precede,  accoin- 
piany,  and  exemplify  the  preaching  of  the 
other.  Let  us  only  well  consider  the  rela- 
tion in.  which  we  stand  towards  the  natives 
of  India.  If  onr  arm  of  power  is  no 
longer  dipped  in  blood,  every  sinew  is 
■tramed  in  the  exactions  of  revenae ;  bat 
terror,  and  dismay,  whether  excited  by 
the  sword,  the  tax-gatherer,  or  monopoly, 
lure  alike  inimical  to  conviction,  which,  to 
reach  the  heart,  should  be  the  result  of 
free  enqoiry,  ondistarbed  consideration, 
and  calm  reflection  ;  and  these  it  is  vain 
to  look  for  in  a  state  of  degradation  and 
oppression.  What  confidence  can  the 
Hindoo  have  in  onr  warmest  zeal  for  his 
spiritual  welfare,  if  all  his  temporal  inte- 
rests are  made  sabservient  to  our  last  of 
wealth?  He  will  entertain  no  flattering 
idea  of  oar  sincerity,  if  we  off*er  only  our 
religion,  in  return  for  the  possession  of  his 
worldly  goods,  and  the  subversion  of  his 
natural  rights. 

Is  it  not  then  fair  to  ask,  and  reasonable 
to  expect,  that  the  genuine  spirit  of 
Christianity  should  operate  on  the  rulers 
of  India,  to  abate  the  risoor  of  Mahom- 
medan  taxation  as  readily  as  they  would 
disclaim,  for  themselves  and  their  ser- 
vants, the  adoption  of  any  Mahommedan 
imposture,  or  Hindoo  superstition  ?  that  a 
religion  of  good* will  towards  all  mankind 
should  induce  them,  in  mercy,  to  lower 
the  contributions  of  the  Indian  husband- 
man to  a  level  with  the  rates  of  other 
agricultural  countries  ? 

Until  this  be  done;  until  there  be  a 
l^neral  amelioration  of  the  ryot's  condi- 
tion, it  is  apprehended,  that  when  the 
book,  which  contains  the  life  and  doctrines 
of'  the  blessed  Jesus,  shall  be  spread  be- 
fore a  Totary  of  Brama,  with  none  but  the 
mildest  persuasives  for  him  to  peruse  it 
patiently  and  deliberately,  he  will  have 
a  right  to  tell  us,  who  call  ourselves 
Christians,  that  "  our  practice  is  syste- 
matically at  variance  with  the  merciful 
religion  we  invite  him  to  embrace.  That 
half  a  century's  experience  of  our  govern- 
ment in  Ben^l,  and  much  longer  ac- 
<|uaintance  with  our  commerce  there  and 
in  the  peninsula,  have  given  too  few  exam- 
ples of  the  Christian  virtues  for  us  to  ex- 
pect, that  the  simple  Indian  will  change 
the  belief  of  his  ancestors  for  that  of 
European  masters — and  might  he  not  be 
allowed  to  complain,  that  judging  of  the 
tree  by  its  fruiu,  to  himself  and  his  whole 
race  it  is  full  of  bitterness  ?" 
It  has  been  said  by  a  distinguished  pre- 
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late  of  the  Church  of  England,*  ik< 
'*  truth  is  most  easily  discerned  in  iImr 
reasonings  and  opinions,  which  tend  <§ 
practice ;  becituse  the  absurdity  and  ia- 
convenience  of  them  is  aooner  dii* 
covered." 

Like  the  Rechabites  of  old,  who  neritd 
a  blessing  from  a  prophet,f  the  bramiai 
tenaciously  observe  the  sober  cnstasM 
of  their  fathers:  Kke  the  difobedieol 
hraelites,  who  were  adn&oniahed  bj  tUi 
example  of  conformity,  we  might  be  re- 
proached with  neglect  of  the  public  ordi- 
nances of  our  Church  as  to  divine  worships 
with  profiin^ion  of  the  Sabbath,  sod  ioa 
common  intemperance.  In  these  ie* 
stances  of  practical  obedience,  the  oms* 
sionary  from  an  European  aettlemca^ 
would  be  confounded  by  being  toM| 
"  Cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  aye, 
and  then  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to  caat  eol 
the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye/'    ' 

But  if  European  manners  excite  in  the 
natives  of  India  no  disposition  Co  receive 
the  articles  of  our  belief,  much  more  dis- 
couraging to  every  true  Christian  will  be 
the  reflection,  that  their  haarts  are  eom* 
pletely  estranged,  and  their  disposition  fer 
religious  instruction  opposed,  by  feelings 
of  distress,  resentment,  and  diagosi,  under 
merciless  demands  of  revenue;^  the 
heaviest  burthen  which  the  Moguls,  in  the 
wantonness  of  conquest,  ever  imposed  an 
this  submissive  people,  having  been  de* 
clared  to  be  fixed  unalterably  for  ever,  by 
the  Christian  successors  of  Tlmonr  wm 
Aureiigzebe* 

Evangelical  preaching  from  the  eaosl 
hallowed  lips,  will  make  little  im|Mreasion 
on  the  minds  of  the  Hindoos^  so  long  as 
the  influence  of  Christianity  prodncea,  on 
the  part  of  iu  professors,  no  abatement  of 
a  system  borrowed  from  the  disciplea  of 
Mahomet.  Islamism  itself  will  hardly 
present  a  more  forbidding  aspect  to  the 
victims  of  injustice,  who  see  half  the  pro* 
duce  of  their  fields  swept  away  mm 
their  use  by  Christian  handa,  with  aa 
little  remorse  as  by  the  sanguinary 
sulmans.): 


*  Tillotson's  Sermon  ISO,  concerning 
the  perfections  of  God. 

t  Jeremiah,  chap.  xxxv. 

X  It  is  related  by  Robertson  in  hia  Hia* 
tory  of  America,  (book  3,)  that  a  cesiqno 
of  Hispaniola,  who  had  opposed  the  Spn* 
niards  in  their  first  invasion  of  his  country. 
was  taken  and  condemued  to  be  burnt ; 
and  when  he  wm  fastened  to  the  stakaj  o 
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The  Fifth  Report  of  the  Select  Commit* 
:    tee  of  the  honourable  Hoote  of  Commoni 
L    on  (he  Affairs  of  the  £Mt  India  Compaoy, 
[     contains  the  following  among  other  into* 
resting  information  as  to  the  origin  of  our 
revenue  institutions,  and  the  rates  of  taxa- 
tion in  India,  the  oppressive  influence  of 
which  baffles  evory  effort  at  impro?ement, 
civil  or  religious. 

"  As  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  iotelli* 
gent  servants  of  the  Company,  that  it 
would,  in  the  approaching  settlement,* 
be  more  advisable  to  resort  to  the  institu- 
tions and  rulfs  of  the  old  government, 
with  which  the  natives  were  acquainted, 
than  to  proceed  upon  principles  and  rules 
in  the  administration  of  justice  and  reve- 
nue, deriTed  from  a  state  of  spciety,  to 
which  they  were  entire  strangers  ;  your 
committee  will  proceed  to  ezplatn  the 
scheme  of  internal  policy,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  land  jrevenue,  to  which  it  was 
contended,  by  the  persons  above  alluded 
to,  the  preference  should  be  given*" 

''  In  the  extensive  plains  of  India,  a 
large  proportion,  estimated  in  the  Com- 
pany's provinces  at  one-third  by  lord 
Cornwallis,  at  Qne*half  by  others,  and  by 
some  at  two-thirds,  of  land  capable  of 
cultivation^  lies  waste,  and  probably  was 
never  otherwise.  It  became,  therefore,  of 
importance  to  the  native  governments, 
whose  principal  financial  resource  was 
the  land  revenue,  to  provide,  that  as  the 
population  and  cultivation  should  increase, 
the  state  might  derive  its  proportion  of  ad- 
vantage from  this  progressive  augmenta- 
tion. Whatever  might  be  the  motive  of 
iu  introduction,  the  rule  for  fixinff  the 
government  »hare  of  the  crop  had  this 
tendency.  This  rule  is  traceable,  as  a 
general  principle,  through  every  part  of 
the  empire,  which  has  yet  come  onaer  the 
British  dominion,  and  undoubtedly  had 

Franciscan  friar,  labouring  to  convert  him, 
promised  immediate  admittance  into  the 
joys  of  Heaven,  if  he  would  embrace  the 
Christian  faith.  After  some  pause,  be  says, 
"  Are  there  any  Spaniards  in  that  region  of 
bliss  which  you  describe  ?" — "  Yes,"  re- 
plied the  monk,  "  but  onlv  such  ai  are 
worthy  and  good .''—*«  The  bast  of  them," 
replied  the  indignant  caxique,  "  have 
neither  worth  nor  goodness.  I  will  not 
go  to  a  place  where  I  may  meet  one  of 
that  accursed  race/' 

*  On  the  arrival  in  India  of  lord  Com- 
wallis,  anno  1780.  Vide  Fifth  Report* 
page  15.  _ 


iff  origin  in  timea  anterior  to  the  entry 
of  the  Mahomedans  imp  India.  By  this 
role  the  produce  of  the  land,  whether 
taken  in  kind,  or  estimated  in  money,  wae 
understood  to  be  shared  in  distinct  pro* 
portions  between  the  cultivator  and  the 
government.  The  shares  varied  when 
the  land  was  recently  cleiM^ed,  and  re^ 
quired  extraordinary  labour  ;  but  when  it 
was  fully  settled  and  productive,  the  cuW 
tivator  had  about  two- fifths,  and  the  ge* 
vernmeot  the  remainder.  The  govern- 
ment share  was  again  divided  with  the 
zemindar  and  the  village  officers,  in  such 
proportion,  that  the  zemindar  retained  no 
more  than  about  one-tenth  of  this  shar^^ 
or  little  more  than  three-fifiieth  partf  of 
the  whole ;  but,  in  instances  of  merited 
rions  condu<;t,  the  deficiency  was  made  op 
to  him  by  special  grapts  of  land,  deaomiv 
nated  nauncaur,  or  subsistence ;  the  small 
portions  which  remained  were  divided  be* 
tween  the  mokuddim,  or  head  cultivator 
of  the  village,  who  was  supposed  instm* 
mental  in  originally  settling  the  village^ 
or  derived  his  right  by  inheritance,  or 
by  purchase,  from  that  transaction,  and 
wno  had  still  the  charge  of  promoting  and 
directing  its  cultivation— the  paosbaun  oc 
gorayat,  whose  doty  it  was  to  ffoard  the 
crop,  and  the  putwarry  or  Tillage  ac* 
countant,  perhaps  the  only  inhabitant  who 
could  write,  ana  on  whom  the  cultivatora 
relied  for  an  adjustment  of  their  denUnda 
and  payments  to  be  made  on  account  of 
their  rents-^besides  these  persons,  who, 
from  the  semindars  downwards,  can  be 
regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  servants 
of  the  government,  provision  was  made, 
either  bv  an  allotted  share  of  the  pro* 
duce,  or  by  a  special  grant  of  land,  for  tbe 
canongoe  or  confidential  agent  of  the  go- 
Temment,  whose  name  implies  that  he 
was  the  depositary  and  promulgator  of 
the  established  regulations,  and  whoae 
office  was  intended  as  a  check  on  the  con* 
duct  in  financial  transactions  of  all  the 
rest" 

''  Under  the  superintendence  of  thia 
officer,  or  one  of  his  gomaataha  or  ap-: 
pointed  agents,  were  placed  a  certaiui 
number  of  adjacent  Tillages,  the  accounle 
of  which,  as  kept  by  the  putwarries,  were 
constantly  open  to  his  inspection,  and  the 
transactions  in  which,  with  regard  to  the 
occupancy  of  the  land,  and  the  distinctioa 
of  boundaries,  came  regularly  under  bia 
cognizance,  in  a  form  that  enabled  hiin^ 
at  any  time  when  called,  upon,  to  report 
to  the  goToniment  the  quantity  of  land  io 
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cultiTation,  the  nature  of  the  prodace,  the 
amount  «»f  rent  paid,  and  generally  the 
disposal  of  the  produce,  agreeably  to  iht* 
•hares  allotted  by  the  rules,  as  above  ex- 
plained. To  his  office,  moreoTer,  reference 
might  be  had,  to  determine  contested 
boundaries,  the  use  of  rivers  or  reservoirs 
for  irrigation,  and  generally  in  all  disputes 
concerning  permanent  property  or  local 
usage,  fvithin  the  limits  of  bis  official 
range/' 

The  followinii^  extract  from  Hi^'orical 
Sketches  of  (he  Mysoor,  by  colonel  Wilks 
nay  serve  to  give  a  more  complete  id«a 
of  the  organization  of  society  in  India, 
and  to  place  the  situation  of  the  natives  in  a 
more  interesting  point  of  view,  from  itsre- 
MDiblance  to  primeval  simplicity. 

*'  Every  Indian*  village  is,  and  appears 
always  to  have  been  in  fact,  a  separate 
community  or  republic,  and  exhibits  a 
living  picture  of  that  state  of  things  which 
theorists  have  imagined  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  cif  ilisation,  when  men  have  at- 
tembled  in  communities,  for  the  purpose 
of  reciprocally  adminiftering  to  each 
other's  warns.  1.  The  Goud,  Putail,  Muc* 
cudim,  or  Mundil  (as  he  is  named  in  dif- 
ferent languages)  is  the  judge  and  magis- 
trate. 2.  The  Curnum,  Shamboa^,  or 
Putwaree,  is  the  register.  3.  The  Paliary 
or  Schulwar :  and,  4*.  The  Potee,  are  seve- 
rally the  watchmen  of  the  village  and  of 
the  crops.  5.  The  Neerguntee  distributes 
the  water  of  the  streams  or  reservoirs  in 
just  proportion  to  the  several  fields.  6. 
The  Jotishee  or  Joshee,  or  astrologer,  per- 
forms the  essential  service  of  announcing 
the  seasons  uf  seed  time  and  harvest,  and 
the  imaginary  benefit  of  unfolding  the 
lucky  or  unlucky  days,  and  hours,  for  ail 
the  operations  of  farming :  7th  the  smith, 
and  8th  carpenter,  frame  the  rude  instru- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  the  ruder  dwell- 
ing of  the  farmer.  9.  The  potter  fabri 
cates  the  only  utensils  of  the  village.  10. 
The  washerman  keeps  clean  the  few  gar- 
ments which  are  spun,  and  sometimes 
woven,  in  the  family  of  the  farmer,  or 
purchased  at  the  neare^^t  market.  II. 
The  barber  contributes  to  ihe  cleanliness, 
and  assists  in  the  toilet  of  the  villagers. 
12.  Tlie  silversmith,  marking  the  approach 
of  luxury,  manufactures  ihe  simple  orna- 
menis  with  which  they  delight  to  bedeck 
Ibeir  wiveit  and  their  daughters ;  and  these 
twelve  officers  (Birra  lullowuitee  or  Ay- 
angada)  or  requisite  members  of  the  com- 
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*  Wilks^t  booth  of  lodia,  page  1J7. 


munity,  receive  the  compenMlioB  of  Itail 
labour,  either  in  allotments  of  Imui  fhal 
the  corporate  stock,  or  in  feea^  coBMiq 
of  fixed  proportions  of  the  crop  of  cfwf { 
farmer  in  the  village.  In  aoroe  iiMttM 
the  lands  of  a  village  are  coltivaicd  ill 
common,  and  the  crop  dirided  in  iIm|ii»I 
portions  of  the  labour  contribmeil,  hil| 
generally  each  occupant  lilb  ■  his  en 
field  ;  the  waste  land  is  a  commee  |i» 
turf  for  the  cattle  of  the  village  ;  ttsc» 
ternal  boundaries  are  as  carefblly  markci 
as  tbone  of  the  richest  field,  and  thcv  an 
maintained  as  a  common  riicbt  of  ih«  vil* 
lage,  or  rather  townHhip  (a  lerm  whad 
more  correctly  describes  the  ihini;  in  Ml 
contemplation)  to  the  exclusion  of  otko^ 
with  as  much  jealousy  and  raswoor  as  ifei 
frontiers  of  the  most  potent  kingdeaia 
Such  are  the  primitive  comp«Hieut  paiti 
of  all  the  kingdooH  ot  India.  Their  tech* 
nical  combination  to  cocnpoee  diatriciSft 
provinces,  or  principalities,  of  from  ten  ta 
a  hundred  thousand  villagMi,  han  been  ie« 
finitely  diversified,  at  difl^at  pericida.  by 
the  wisdom  or  caprice  of  Ihe  chWet  rater, 
or  by  the  vigour  and  resiAanre  of  iboae 
who,  in  every  age,  country,  and  condiuoa, 
have  coveted  independence  for  them- 
selves, and  the  power  to  goTera  thi 
greatest  possible  number  of  their  fellov 
creatures.  Menu's  arrangenierit  places! 
lord  over  one  town  with  iu  district  (wbick 
is  precisely  the  township  above  deac^ribcd); 
a  lord  of  ten,  of  twenty,  of  a  hundred,  and 
of  a  thousand,  in  a  scale  of  regular  snbar^ 
dination,  reporting  and  receiving  coai* 
mandd  successively  from  the  next  in  gra* 
dation,  and  fixes  with  precision  the  salarisf 
and  perquisites  of  each:  hia  scheoM  cf 
government  recognizes  none  of  those  per* 
sons  who  in  these  days  are  known  by  tiM 
several  designations  of  Wadeyars,  Pbiiganb 
Zemindars,  Deshayes  &c.  (all  in  tbdr 
respective  jurisdictions)  assuming  wbn 
thry  ddre  th<:  title  of  MJa  or  king;  all 
officers  enumerated  by  Metiu  have^  in 
their  several  scales,  at  dilierent  periods^ 
sim))ly  acted  ds  agents  of  the  sorrreign  ; 
as  furmers  of.  revenue  contracting  with 
the  sovereign  for  a  certsin  sum,  aod  levy* 
iiig  what  they  can  a^  partisans  or  chieftof 
troops ;  receiving  an  assignment  on  reve* 
nues,  managed  by  another,  or  the  direct 
manaKemeiit  themselvi  s,  for  the  pQr|MMe 
of  defraying  the  piy  of  the  trojps. 

"  In  these  several  capacities  they  may 
have  continued  obedient  to  the  sovereisni 
who  deputed  them,  they  may  have  chh 
tained  fi^m  his  fa? our,  or  from  his  fear%  % 
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ioD  of  part  of  the  iiiai  to  be  ae- 
counted  for,  tbey  may  bare  rebelled  and 
vaorped  the  whole  gOTernment,  or  bare 
established  a  small  independent  principa- 
lity, or  a  larger :  but  with  regard  to  the 
tillages  or  townships^  of  which  the  prin- 
cipality is  composed,  they  have  appeared 
but  in  one  character;  yis.  the  govern- 
ment, the  sovereign  :  a  person  exercising 
aovereign  authority  on  his  own  account,  or, 
by  delegation,  on  account  of  another.  The 
loierior  constitution  and  condition  of  each 
•eparate  township  remains  onclianged  : 
ao  revolutions  affect  it,  no  conquest 
reaches  it.  It  is  not  Intended  to  assert, 
that  the  village  in  our  contemplation  may 
■ot  have  produced  the  Caesar  of  bis  little 
world  :  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  may 
bave  been  invaded  by  the  potail,  by  the 
poligar  ruling  over  twenty,  by  the  wa- 
deyar  ruling  over  thirty-three,  by  the 
collector  over  two  hundred,  or  by  the 
sovereign  of  twenty  thousand  townships, 
•ach  or  either  of  these  persons  may  have 
attempted,  or  have  succeeded,  or  have 
failed,  in  persuading  or  forcing  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  proportion  of  money,  or 
of  grain,  paid  by  the  township  to  the 
state  ;  but  the  conquests,  usurpations,  or 
revolutions,  considered  as  such,  have  abso- 
lutely no  influence  on  its  condition.  The 
conqueror,  or  usurper,  directly,  or  through 
his  agents,  addresses  himself  as  sovereign 
tM"  representative  of  the  sovereign  to  the 
head  of  the  township  ;  its  officers,  its 
boundaries,  and  the  whole  frame  of  its  in- 
terior management,  remain  unalterably  the 
same,*  and  it  is  of  importance  to  remem* 
bcr,  that  every  state  in  India  is  a  congerief 
of  thtfse  little  republics.'' 

"  A  certain  number  of  villages,  with  a 
society  thus  organized,  formed  a  pergun- 
nah;  a  certain  number  of  those,  compre- 

*  Every  village,  with  its  twelve  Ayan- 
gadees,  as  tbey  are  called,  is  a  little  re- 
public, with  the  potail  at  the  head  of  it ; 
and  India  is  a  mats  of  such' republics. 
The  inhabitants,  during  war,  look  chiefly 
to  their  own  pouil.  They  give  them- 
selves no  trouble  about  the  breaking  up 
and  division  of  kingdoms;  while  the 
village  remains  entire,  they  care  not  to 
what  power  it  is  translerred  ;  wherever  it 
goes  the  internal  management  remains 
unaltered  ;  the  potail  is  still  the  collector 
and  magistrate,  and  head  farmer.  From 
the  age  of  Meno,  until  this  day,  the  set- 
tlements have  been  made  eithef  with  or 
through  thf  potails.— Wilki« 
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bending  a  tract  of  country  equal  perhaps 
to  a  moderate  sised  English  county,  waa 
denominated  a  chackia;  of  th^se  a  cer* 
tain  number  and  extent  formed  a  circar ; 
a  few  of  these  formed  the  last  or  grand 
division,  styled  a  soubah,  of  which,  by 
the  dewanny  grant,  the  British  govern- 
ment had  obtained  two,  the  soubab  of 
Bengal,  that  of  Bahar,  with  part  of  Orissa.'* 

On  the  subject  of  the  havetly  lands  of 
Fort  St.  George,  (lands  of  which  govern- 
ment considered  itself  the  proprietor,  and 
having  no  intermediate  occupants  or 
agenu,  u  zemindars,  polygars,  &c.  be- 
tween the  sovereign  and  the  cultivators) 
the  FifUi  Report,  page  1 17,  adds,  "  Your 
Committee  will  first  detail  the  principles 
of  revenue  adgiinistration,  progressively 
adopted  by  the  Company's  government  In 
the  latter  description  of  territory,  fene* 
rally  distinguished  by  the  name  of  circar 
or  bavelly  lands.  Tne  interest  in  the  soil 
was  generally  found  to  be  divided  be- 
tween government  and  the  cnltivator. 

''The  established  or  understood  sbsre 
of  the  former,  from  paddy  lands,  or  wet, 
designated  by  the  term  nimjah,  was  ge- 
nerally received  in  kind,  at  rates  varying 
from  40  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro* 
duce,  subject  to  a  deduction  of  certain 
proportions  distributed  taionff  the  ser- 
vants, and  appropriated  to  charitable  uses. 
The  government  share  of  dry  grain  cul- 
ture, called  punjah,  which  was  consider* 
ably  less  than  in  the  nunjah  lands,  was 
mostly  received  in  money,"  &c. 

'•  The  demand  on  the  cultivator  was, 
however,  by  no  means  confined  to  the  es- 
tablished rates  of  land  tax  or  rent ;  for, 
besides  the  saver  duties  and  taxes,  per* 
sonal  and  professional,  the  ryot  was  sub* 
ject  to  extraordinary  aids,  additional  as- 
sessments, and  to  the  private  exactions  of 
the  officers  of  government,  or  renters,  and 
their  people  :  so  that  what  was  left  to  tbo 
ryot  was  little  more  than  what  he  was 
enabled  to  secure  by  evasion  and  conceal- 
ment." 

Of  the  general  administration  under 
the  Mahommedans,  we  bave  it  reported 
by  the  Select  Committee,  page  5,  that 
**  the  information  communicated  to  the 
directors  by  the  supreme  government  in 
1772,  represented  the  internal  govern- 
ment to  be  in  a  state  of  disorder,  and  the 
people  suffering  great  oppression :  these 
evils  were  imputed  to  the  nature  of  the 
former    administration."      "  The  naxima 

[exacted  what  they  could  from  the  semin- 
dart,  and  great  farmers  of  the  revenue^ 
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vhom  tbey  lefl  at  liberty  to  plunder  all 
below,  reserving  to  themselves  the.  prero- 
gative of  plundering  them  in  turn,  when 
they  were  supposed  to  have  enriched 
themselves  with  the  spoils  of  the  country : 

S'le  whole  system  thus  resolved  itself  on 
e  part  of  the  public  officers  into  habitual 
extortion  and  injustice,  which  produced 
on  that  of  the  cultivator  the  natural  con- 
sequences, concealment,  and  evasion,  by 
vvhich  government  was  defrauded  of  a 
considerable  part  of  its  just  demands." 

"  With  respect  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  the  regular  course  was  every 
where  suspended,  but  every  man  exercised 
it  who  hau  the  power  of  compelling  others 
to  submit  to  his  decisions.'' 

These  indeed  are  but  the  natural  effects 
of  such  a  land-tax  as  we  are  considering, 
and  must  inevitably  be  felt  under  every 
administration  which  has  the  injustice  to 
enforce  or  adopt  it. 

It  is  now  officially  recorded,  and  before 
parliament,  that  of  the  produce  of  lands 
an  India,  the  cultivator  bad  about  -Jths 
only,  and  government  the  remainder,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  state,  and  to  provide 
for  the  officers  employed  under  it,  to  as- 
certain and  collect  this  revenue,  of  which 
•^ths  appear  to  be  the  return  thus  made 
to  government,  allowing  at  most  ^'^th  to 
the  zemindar,  or  resident  collector,  for 
his  trouble.  But  the  most  affecting  pic- 
ture of  Indian  misery  is  the  account  of 
the  havelly  lands  of  Fort  St,  George, 
where,  after  payment  of  the  established 
land-tax  to  government,  which  varied 
from  40  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
duce, extraordinary  public  and  private 
exactions,  on  what  was  intended  to  belong 
to  the  ryot,  so  reduced  the  residue,  as,  in 
the  emphatic  words  of  the  committee— to 
leave  him  little  besides  what  he/ was  ena- 
bled to  secure  by  evasion  and  conceal- 
ment. 

Such  were  *^  the  institutions  and  rules 
of  the  old  government,''  to  which  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  resort !  Such  was 
the  state  of  a  vast  country,  with  sixty  mil- 
lions of  souls,  when  a  corppration  of  Chris- 
tian merchants  succeeded  to  the  autho- 
rity of  its  Mussulman  conquerors:  and 
odious  as  the  comparison  may  be  felt,  it 
would  be  culpable  evasion  of  incontro- 
vertible evidence  to  deny,  that  these  Ma- 
hommedan  principles  of  finance  are  the 
basis,  taken  by  the  honourable  Company, 
for  their  permanent  settlement  of  the  re- 
venues of  India. 

la  Great  Bri(aio,  where  humanity  is 
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honoured,  and  justice  made  the  chief 
of  government,  we  should  conaider  it 
compromise  of  the  national  bonbor,  to' 
listen  for  a  moment  to  saggesiiopa  for  h* 
thorising  or  sanctioning,  in  the  conduct 
our  fellow-countrymen,  in  any  aettlenMOt 
however  remote,  the  imnioralitiet  « 
cruelties  of  Mahomet  and  hie  followcn. 
Degradation  of  one-half  of  the  hoaua 
species  in  the  female  sex,  polygamy,  aid 
proselytism  by  the  sword,  we  condeoa 
with  just  abhorrence  and  virtuoiia  indig- 
nation; how  then,  it  may  be  enqoirci 
from  the  impure  fountain^  whence  thee 
and  other  enormities  have  overflowed 
large  portions  of  the  earth,  how  from  tU 
source  of  imposture  and  usurpation  inths 
Mahommedans,  can  we,  can  Christian^ 
draw  justification,  or  seek  precedents,  for 
taking  from  a  husbandman  one  half  of  tfat 
produce  of  his  fields  ?  A  barihen  on- 
known,  not  only  in  Britain^  but  unheard 
of  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

Lest  any  one  should  hesitate  entering 
into  the  author's  objections  to  the  rate  of 
this  tax,  from  doubts  of  its  being  actoal/j 
renewed  and  enforced  by  the  British  ao« 
vereigns  of  India,  the  following  official 
extracts  may  be  necessary  to  the  infonna* 
tion  of  readersi  unaccustomed  to  the  de« 
tails  of  eastern  exactions. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judge  of 
Broach,  dated  11th  May,  I8U8,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Governor  in  Council  «f 
Bombay. 
"  The  right  of  the  honourable  Compa- 
ny, as  rulers  and  soyereigns,  to  one-hdf 
of  the  produce  of  the  government  laodik 
is  one  of  the  first  and  most  undiapuled 
principles  of  the  old  established  lewa  of 
this  part  of  their  territories." 

The  Appendix  to  the  Fifth  Repotrt  con- 
tains the  following  extracts  from  the  re- 
ports of  collectors  on  surveys  and  assess- 
ments. 

The  lands  in  Paddy  Fields,  yielding 
two  crops,,  are  ascertained  to  be  50S;i5f 
Goontahs. 

The  highest  of  which  is  asfollowa: 
The  first  crop  of  the  best  of  wet 

lands 17 

The  second  crop  from  the  same 

ground       .......     89 

Q5  0 

Deduct  Sotondrum,  &c.  equal  I2{ 

per  cent.   ••..••.     3  2| 


•    • 


82  $i 
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Root's  share  •    •    •    •  1 1 
Circar  (or  goyemment) 
'  thare     •     •  v .     •    .11 


Baa  htBa  Cbrnprng^i  Ajfbltn. 
1ft 


JUMK  U«  181S. 


Clin 


22  Iff 


The  fractions  being  let  go  to  the  Ryots. 

The  lovrest  rate   of  the   lands  gifing 
two  crops  is  thus  settled  : 

The  first  crop  produces    .     •     •    •  10  6 
The  second  crop 3  4 


Deduct  SotondriuDi  dec.  of  ]2|  per 
cent •    .     .     . 


16 


Ryot's  share 7 

Circar  (or  government)  share    7 


14 


— .      14 


The  lands  yielding  one  crop  are  rated 
from  'i6.  4.  to  13.  15. 
The  whole  produce  of  the  first  sort  15 
The  Sotundrum 1    10^ 


Ryot's  flbare 6  6^ 

Circar  (or  government)  share  0  6| 


13     \\ 


13     \\ 


The    total    average   produce*   on   the 
lands  giving  two  crops  is  as  follows: 

Whole    average      produce     per 

Gooniah 22  2 

Sotundrum,  at  Vl\  per  cent      •     .     2  9^ 


Of  which 
The  Ryot's  share  is  (only)  9  8^ 
Circar    (or    government) 


19  4i 


share 


9  8 


TV 


19  \\ 


The  total  average  produce  in  the  lands 
yielding  one  crop  is  as  follows  : 

Whole  average  produce  .     •     •     .119 
Sotundrum   •    •    • 1  5| 


Ryot's  share     ....  5  If| 
Circar  (or    government) 


10  3} 


share 


5  1  n 


10  3| 
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Extracts  from  Mr.  Hodgson's  Reports  ia 
'   Appendix  to  Fifth  Report.     Page  935. 

''  In  the  northern  oircars.  for  instance, 
the  ryots  have  paid  a  fixed  revenue  for 
ages ;  that  is,  they  have  given  50  per 
cent,  or  more  or  less  of  their  produce»  ac« 
cording  to  local  circumstances,  either  ia 
money  or  in  kind." 

Page  902.  '*  It  is  recorded  of  Benares^ 
that  two  modes  of  paying  lauded  assess* 
ments  prevail  in  that  province.  By  the 
first,  the  husbandman  engages  to  pa^  the 
Talue  of  one  half  of  whatever  m  the 
course  of  the  year  the  farm  shall  be  found 
to  yield.  By  the  second,  he  makes  him* 
self  responsible  for  the  original  land-tax 
imposed  by  the  emperor  Akbar,  together 
with  such  additional  assessments  as  lata 
reigns  have  prescribed.'^ 

Extract  from  the  printed  Report  of  tba 
Bengal  Commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  Province  of  Malabar,  io 
1793.     Vol.  1,  page  247. 

«'  The  chief  and  council  (of  Telichery) 
ordered  that  the  assessment  on  the  oarta 
should  continue  in  the  usual  manner,  which» 
whilst  only  rated,  as  above-mentioned,  at 
25  per  cent,  on  the  produce,  remained  in 
a  proportion  of  one- fourth  more  lightly 
taxed  than  the  rest  of  Malabar;  there 
being  no  rule  better  understood,  or  more 
fully  and  readily  acquiesced  in,  with  re- 
spect to  the  assessment  of  the  coontry  io 
general,  than  that  the  government  is  en- 
titled to  one-half  of  the  effective  produce 
of  both  trees  and  rines." 

ExTEACTs  from  Mr.  Shore's  (Lord  Teign- 
mouth's)  Minute,  18ih  Jane,  1789,  ia 
Appendix  to  the  Fifth  Report.  Page 
180. 

''  1  assume,  as  a  fact,  the  ryots  pay  in  e 
proportion  of  one-half  of  the  gross  pro* 
doce  of  their  lands.'' 

Page  181.  "The  rates  of  assessment 
are  so  heavy  on  the  ryots  in  many  dis- 
tricts, that  I  believe  their  capacity  to  dis- 
charge them  arises  from  their  secretly 
holding  lands  whieh  pay  no  rent.  How 
far  this  may  extend,  I  know  not." 

Numerous  other  authentic  documents 
might  be  quoted  from  the  same  report; 
bat  these,  it  is  presumed,  will  soflBce  to 
shew  that  snch  is  the  rate  of  impost  on 
the  agriculture  of  India. 


Of  tbt  abosea  io  the  naoagenaeot  aod 
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collection   of  thti  revBDue,  ui  •xtinple 
»ay  be  taken  rrom  the 

Tanjore  Report. 
"  By  the  coinmitiee  ippointed  to  iiiTe*. 
tigale  tbe  abiMei  exerciied  by  thenilivi 
■ervaitu  of  govi-riiinent,  employed  in  ihe 
admiuistratiun  of  the  reTenuet  of  Tenjue. 
(Signed)        Charles  Habkd, 
John  Wallacb, 
Ctmbacatttii,  W.  Blackbvrse." 

SiaJiily,  1804. 

"  It  it  well  known  to  gOTernmeDt,  that 
Ihe  manner  in  which  the  land  rerenaei  uf 
Tanjore  have  been  of  late  year*  adminin- 
tered,  wai  by  an  aumaiiie  difision  of  the 
crop*.  The  faciliiy,  which  ibat  lystem  of 
aianagemem  afford*,  of  commitiing  depie- 
datioiM  on  the  rerenoe,  wan,  from  iu  first 
establiihment,  well  known  to  the  collector, 
who  appeari  to  have  instituted  every  pos- 
Jible  check  for  the  preventing  of  those 
abuses,  to  which,  he  was  fully  aware,  thi 
*ystein  was  in  this  respect  liable.  Tha 
these  checks  were  well  calculated  to  ea 
fure  the  ends  for  which  they  were  adopted, 
the  committee  have  full  proof  from  their 
effecu  in  ihe  first  year  of  the  aamanie. 
1310,  when  the  sircar  servants  were  not 
Vnked  together  by  a  common  chain  of  in. 
*«'*»^^*''lainy  and  corruption, and  when 
the  trifling  depredations  on  the  rerenue 
were  confined  to  a  few  petty  monigara 
ind  inferior  landholders.  But  restraints 
which  in  that  case  were  effectual,  and 
which  would  have  remained  so,  had  any 
•ne  clau  of  the  native  lervanU  continued 
in  the  upright  discbarge  of  iheir  doty, 
became  of  little  avail,  when  the  whok 
mass  of  servants,  both  in  the  cnicherrvs 
and  in  the  districts,  felt  the  desire  and 
sought  Ihe  means  of  peculation  and 
plunder. 

"  Froai  the  accounta  given  in  fay  the 
neerasiadars  to  the  committee,"  (under 
circumsiances  by  which  a  confession  was 
•btained  from  the  parties  concerned  in 
the  depredaiionsonihe  revenue,  as  amply 
detailed  in  the  Report)  "  it  would  appear 
that  in  the  thr«e  harvest  years  or  Fuslies 
1211,  18,  anil  13.  the  toial  (fuaiitily  of  the 
nuHjah  produc-  krpt  out  of  tliF  circar  ac- 
Wums,  and  coitcealed  from  ihe  knowledge 
of  lb.:  cullector,  .iinuuntt^d  to  Ulj4  garce, 
©f  which  loul  amount  4707  garce  lormed 
the  actual  depredaiion  on  the  nunjah  re- 
venues of  governmenl.  This  grain,  had 
It  been  hroughi  lo  iccouni,  would  have 
augnienied  ihe  aclual  revenues  of  ihe 
wteo  yean  in  (he  iiun  of  mu  pggodai 
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Ifil.OiO.  es  f.  53  c.  l*S.6S4L  MeriM 
calculated  at  »i.  per  pagoda)  KCsrdiuM 
the  BTerage  price  for  whicb  tba  nm- 
meat  grain  sold  in  the  differant  taleokslir 
tbe  Fiulies  in  qoetiion."  ' 

"  The  committee  feel  liula  hMiUtieai 
Slating  the  poonjah  embexslemcat,  BtM 
pagodas  7  l,'20i.  6  f.  89  c.  knd  tbai  af  ifa 
total  embtzzlemant  on  tha  revaaaas  rf 
Sornadajum  12,521.  12.  U,  maktnri 
toul  embezzlement  on  the  Kranuea  of  tie 
high  lands  in  Fiisly  12]  i  of  atar  paeoihi 
83,720.  19  fr.  In  Fusly  IM13,  the  pS-rt 
land,  including  tbe  Sornadayum,  had  beta 
rented  lo  the  inhabitants," 

The  land  revenue*  of 

Fuslys  12l|,i2,Bnd 

13,  have  by  the  joint 

depredations  and  COT* 

rupiion  of  the  mee- 

ratsadars  and  circar 

servanU,  suffered  a        S.  P.     Fa,     C. 

defaliation  of  -  -•  2jaS,S0S  3  U 
To     which     add     the 

amount    of   embez- 
zlement of  grain  in 

"210 ^5oa     M     41 


Total  deblcation  of 
land  revenue  since 
the  establishment  of 
the  Aomanie  system  2,07  805     3S    SI 

Frauds  in  the  other 
headsof  receipt-  -      15,461      38    $S 

Frauds  in  the  disburse- 
ments as  they  affect 
government  -     -     -      39,050     aS     IS 

Fraadi  in  the  Treasury       G.570     ST    li 

Total  loss  by  govern- 
ment inFusly  1210, 
11,  I2.w,dl3    -  -  2.69.549     14    M 

Further  amount  of 
frauds  on  the  dis- 
bursements, not  af- 
fecting government 
but  individaals  .     -      IS.7U     17    W 

i^rauds  not  affecting 
the  receipts  nor  dis- 
buriements  of  go- 
vernment    .     -     .     27,209     SS    51 

Toial  loss  sustained  by 

fovernmenl  and  in- 
ividuaja     .      .     -13,10,533     93      6 


*^.  82,145  sterling; 
•1      t^.l24,2iSMuliag, 
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**  Oo  the  degrees  of  |^iit  of  the  leveral 
depredators,  the  committee  cannot  deem 
it  either  just  or  politic^  to  measure  the 
delinquency  of  each  individual  by  ihe  de- 
gree of  profit  which  he  derived  from  his 
guilt ;  for  it  is  not  by  the  actual  sum  re- 
ceived by  any  one,  or  any  ten«  of  the  in- 
dividuals concerned,  that  the  revenues  of 
government  have  suffered ;  it  is  from  the 
example  of  corruption,  and  the  spirit  of 
rapacity «  manifested  by  the  superior  ser* 
▼ants,  that  a  system  of  daring  frauds  has 
been  diffused  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
native  establishment  employed  in  the 
manat^ement  of  the  revenues,  and  that  the 
whole  tenantry  of  an  extensive  and  popu- 
lous province  have  been  almost  seduced 
from  their  allegiance,  and  led  into  measures 
of  a  nature  the  most  flagitious/' 

"  The  peshcar  of  the  collectors  cutcher- 
ry,  the  inierpreters  in  the  collectors 
and  assistants  cutcherries,  the  head 
hircarrah,  and  the  head  deloyet,  from 
the  very  nature  of  their  offices,  could 
have  prevented  by  their  integrity,  or 
discovered  by  their  vigilance,  any  at- 
tempt at  fraud  or  embezzlement,  on 
the  part  of  the  other  servants  of  the 
establishment ;  but  by  a  base,  anprinci« 
pled,  and  interested  abandonment  of  every 
part  of  their  duty^  they  have,  for  a  com- 
paratively small  profit,  occasioned  a  con- 
siderable loss  to  government,  by  sepa- 
rating from  it,  and  encouraging  in  secret 
enmity  with  it,  the  people  of  a  whole 
country. 

S.  Ps. 
"  The  peschars  monthly  salary  was  1 00 
His  depredations  on  government  -  IS, 1 44 
And  on  individuals    .     .    •    •    .   6,840 


"  The  interpreter  of  the  collectors 
cutcherry,    Rungarow,    had     a 
monthly  salary  of     •     -     -     -         50 
His  depredations  on  the  public  are   Sfii)9 
On  individuals 4,076 


"  The  interpreter  in  the  cutcherry 
of  the  first  assistant,  Ramiah,  had 
a  monthly  salary  of   -     •    •    •         20 

His   depredations   on   the   public 

amount  to    ..-••••    8,821 

And  on  individoalt    •    •     •    •    •    l,H35 


^*  The  interpreter  in  the  cotcheirry 
of  the  second  assistant,  Chedom- 
baranada  Moodely ,  had  a  mooth* 
ly  salary  of     -     -    -     ••     -         SO 

His   depredations   on   the  public 


Jon  14>  1815. 
And  on  individuali,  to    • 
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''  The  head  hircarrah  had  a  monthly 

salary  of    -•----•  10 

His  depredations  on  the  public  are  2,128 

And  on  individuals      •     •      •      •  227 


tmmm 


"  The  head  deloyet  had  a  monthly 

allowance  of    -----    -  lO 

His  depredations  on  the  public  arc  1,140 

And  on  individuals      ....  2,05^ 


15 


''The  javabnavis  received  a  month* 

ly  salary  of      •-•-.. 

His   depredations  on    the  public 

.  amount  to      -     -      -     -      -     - 

And  on  individuals  to  •    -     -    • 


The  Committee  eoncliide  their  Report 
by  iiuerting  the  following  statementi 
shewing  the  proportion  which  the  emhe»» 
Element  and  frauds,  in  the  four  Fuslys, 
bear  to  the  net  revenues  of  those  yean* 

"  Embezzlement  on  the 

Receipts  and  Dinbur^e- 

meiits  of  Government, 

in  Fuzlees,   1210,  11,     S.  P.     Fs.  C. 

12,  and  13:  -  -  -  2,69,349  14  75 
''  Recorded  net  revenue 

in  the  same  years  -    -34,40,356  33  30 

Total  net  revenue  -37,09,906    6  34 


"  Or  sterling  «£.  107,820,  embezzled  out 
of  X  1,483,962." 


This  instance  of  a  general  combination 
against  the  government  is  a  melancholy 
demonstration  of  the  common  feelings  of 
the  natives,  under  the  present  administjra* 
tion  of  the  revenue,  and  may  be  contrasted 
with  very  difierent  eliects  of'  moderation  in 
another  district,  as  recorded  in  the  Fifth 
Report  of  the  Si  lect  Committee. 

"  The  ceded  districts  were  obtained  by 
the  Company  in  1800,  and  were  placed 
under  lieutenant  colonel  Thomas  Monro t 
this  very  extensive  tract  of  country,  whicht 
including  tbe  tributary  district  of  Kur<v 
nool,  is  larger  than  Scotland,  and  which  if 
considerfd  to  contain  a  population  of 
about  two  mil  Lions,  had  been  sunk  to  tbn 
lowest  point  ol'  declension  by  a  weak  and 
in^rovifieiit  government :  the  value  ai 
which  it  was  ceded  was  16,51^45  star 
pagodas,  including  all  heads  of  revenue. 
Tbe  cnUccief  in  the  6nt  instanoo  fised 
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his  rents  much  below  what  had  been  the 
former  demand,  increasing  it  only  as  the 
means  of  the  ryot,  and  the  improTing 
state  of  the  country,  enabled  him  safely  to 
do ;  he  returned  to  England  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1807,  haying  been  upwards  of 
seven  years  in  the  charge  of  the  districts. 
During  this  period  the  land  revenues  had 
increased  from  10,06,5i;3  pagodas  to 
15,17,272,  or  from  402,637/.  to  (506.D09/. 
sterling,  having  in  one  year  (1805-6)  in 
which  the  season  was  extraordinarily  fa- 
vourable, exceeded  that  amount  in  consi- 
derably more  than  a  lac  of  star  pagodas. 
The  whole  amount  realized  within  that 
period,  and  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
revenue  year  1807-8,  including  the  other 
branches  of  revenue,  was  no  less  than 
1,19,90,419  star  pagodas.  4,796,168/.  ster- 
ling, with  a  remission  on  the  whole  of  no 
more  than  3,415  pagodas  1  f.  22  c.  or 
1,368/  s  erliiig/' 

"  It  was  recorded  by  the  acting  go- 
Ternor,  on  the  resignation  of  lieut.  colonel 
Monro,  "  that  the  inhabitants,  from  dis- 
united hordes  of  lawless  freebooters,  had 
become  as  far  advanced  in  civilization, 
submission  to  the  laws,  and  obedience  to 
the  magistrates,  as  any  subjects  under  the 
Madras  government;  that  every  one 
seemed  satisfied  with  his  situation ;  and 
that  the  regret  of  the  people  was  universal 
on  the  departure  of  the  principal  col- 
lector.— It  was  also  stated  by  the  prin- 
cipal collector  himself  on  that  occasion, 
that  if  no  alteration  was  attempted,  the 
ceded  districts  would  yield,  one  year  with 
another,  about  18  lacs  of  pagodas,  and 
that  it  would  never  be  necessary  to  call 
out  a  single  Sepoy  to  support  the  col- 
lections.— In  the  following  year  1808-9, 
the  total  collections  amounted  to  no  less 
than  star  pagodas  18,02,570,  (721,038/. 
sterling)  of  which  sum  16,69,908  (667,963/. 
sterling)  consisted  of  land  revenue  only.'' 

With  these  opposite  eftects  in  the  re- 
venue administration  of  India  before  us, 
with  such  evidence  of  abject  treachery 
and  fraud  in  one  case,  and  of  loyalty,  at- 
tachment, and  industry  in  the  other,  a 
natural  desire  will  arise  to  relieve  a  nu- 
merous people  from  the  galling  yoke  of 
exactions,  which  leave  them  no  resource 
but  deceit  or  violence  :  and  after  admiring 
the  example  of  moderation  which  reflects 
so  much  honour  on  colonel  Monro,  we 
cannot  refuse  joining  in  the  regret  ex- 
pressed by  colonel  Wilki,  (ch.  5,  p.  185.) 

"  That  the  long;  and  uninterrupted  sub- 
jugation of  Hiadostaa  by  Mabomiscdan 
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princes  bad  so  far  obliterated  the  bet 
characters  of  the  ancient  Hindoo  conid- 
tution,  as  to  present  to  the  first  EogKih 
observers  nothing  but  Mahommediii  ii- 
stitutions  and  edicts,  as  the  earliest  doci> 
roents  which  it  was  necessary  to  consiiler." 

"  Institutions,''  adds  the  same  jodicioiii 
writer,  "  derived  firom  the  best  pracUca 
of  a  code,  which  inculcates  war  agaiut 
infidels  as  a  relieions  duty,  condemns  the 
women  and  children  of  the  Tanqoiihed  to 
slavery,  the  men  to  deatb»  and  conde- 
scends to  accept  sabmiesion  and  the 
highest  possible  tribote^  sui  a  merciM 
commutation  for  liberty  %nd  life*  do  not 
seem  to  be  verv  proper  objects  of  imiti- 
tion  for  an  English  government/'* 

"  The  whole  financial  plan  of  a  Mo- 
hammedan government  exerbiaed  over 
infidels  is  comprised  in  the  Ibllofring  short 
extract  from  their  most  celebratecf  Law- 
Tract  Hedaya,  book  IX,  chap.^  :  -*'  The 
learned  in  the  law  alledge«  that  the  ut- 
most extent  of  tribute  is  one  ha/f  of  the 
actual  product,  nor  is  it  allofrabfe  Co 
exact  more;  but  the  taking  of  a  half  is 
no  more  than  strict  justice,  and  it  not 
tyrannical :  as  it  is  lawful  lo  take  the 
whole  of  the  person  and  property  of  in- 
fidels, and  to  distribute  them  among  tbs 
mussulmans,  it  follows  that  taking  half 
their  incomes  is  lawful  dfartiori* 

**  Those  who  contend  for  the  proprietary 
right  of  the  sovereign,  will,  in  this  stage 
of  oppression,  find  him  to  possess  one  half 
of  the  produce,  as  a  barbarous  remanera- 
tion  for  not  having  murdered  the  original 
proprietor."     (Wilks,  ch.  5,  p.  104.) 

**  In  one  part  of  the  commentary  on  s 
digest  of  the  Hindoo  laws  by  Jagganathv, 
(idem,  p.  116.)  the  earth  ts  declared  to 
be  the  protective  property  of  powerfol 
conquerors,  not  of  subjects  cultirating  the 
soil." 

The  perusal  of  such  slavish  authorities 
is  irksome;  but  is  it  not  more  wonderful, 
that  to  governments,  whose  practices  weit 
regulated  by  these  maxims,  any  reference 
could  ever  be  made  by  men  accustomed 
to  the  language  of  freedom,  and  the 
knowledge  of  civil  rights  ?  by  Britons  f 
by  Christians? 

It  is  vain  ttf  reply*  that  arbitrary  prin* 
ciples  are  more  adapted  to  the  people  of 
India  than  of  England:  such  principles 
and  such  practices  neither  lose  nor  acqoiro 
their  pernicious  tendency  to  embitter 
man's  life,  and  degrade  him  below  the 
ordinary  level  of  bis  species,  from  tho 
aspect  of  a  soutbero  or  a  northern  Aft 
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the  climate  of  India  can  never  excuse,  nor 
in  the  aligbtesi  degree  palliate  the  inhu- 
manity or  tyranny  of  Hindoos.  Moguls,  nor 
'  of  any  other  successors  to  their  dominion. 

The  soil  and  climate  of  the  Morea  are 
not  found  to  have  undergone  any  such 
change,  as  to  account  from  natural  causes 
for  the  change  of  character  in  its  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  the  pestilential  breath  of  Ma- 
hommedan  despotism  that  has  wrought  the 
degradation  of  mankind  in  these  the  two 
finest  countries  in  the  world.  Restore 
liberty  to  Greece,  she  will  again  Rourish ; 
deprive  Britain  of  her's.  and  of  the  nations 
of  £urope  she  will  be  the  last :  were  it 
possible  that  despotism,  like  that  which 
for  ages  has  prevailed  in  the  countries  of 
the  south  andlhe  east,  could  be  supported 
in  our  northern  regions,  it  would  sink 

*'  This  land  of  heroes,  bards,  and  patnots." 
to  a  level  with  the  modern  Greeks  and 
Hindoos. 

The  state  of  society  induced  by  this 
system  of  revenue  in  the  Company's  dis- 
tricts, which  had  descended  to  us  from 
our  Malioromedan  predecessors,  is  thus 
descrii^ed  by  the  court  of  directors  when 
the  measure  of  changing  this  system  was 
proposed,  and  lord  Cornwallis  appointisd 
'to  carry  the  change  into  eflect. 

Extract  from  the  Letter  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment. 12th  April.  1786.  Second 
Report,  page  156. 

''  The  nature  of  our  dominion  in  India 
renders  it  expedient,  that  our  revenue 
system  should  be  simple  in  its  principles, 
and  uniform  in  its  operation ;  and  the 
embarrassed  state  of  our  afi4irs  demands 
from  us,  and  from  our  servants,  every 
practicable  attention  to  frugality.— On  re* 
viewing  the  conduct  of  our  revenue  de- 
partment for  some  years  back,  we  have 
observed  a  disposition  to  innovation  and 
experiment,  without  urgent  necessity  or 
apparent  cause,  but  with  many  obvious 
and  immediate  inconveniences;  new  in- 
stitutions, and  almost  instant  deviations 
from  them ;  multiplication  of  oflBces,  and 
increase  of  salaries. 

'*  Such  frequent  changes  must  neces- 
sarily be  productive  of  disquiet  to  the  in- 
habitants of  any  country,  still  more  to  an 
indolent  and  submissive  people,  like  the 
natives  of  Bengal ;  they  must  be  destruc- 
tive of  good  government  there,  whilst  they 
throw  over  the  whole  business  of  our  re- 
venues, and  all  the  official  records,  a  cloud 
of  intricacy  and  coofosion,  which  almost 


defeats  controul  and  enquiries  on  our  part. 
We  find  them  always  introduced  with 
the  flattering  schemes  of  increase  to  the 
revenue,  and  diminution  of  expence,  which 
have  hardly,  in  anv  instance,  been  rea* 
lized  by  the  event. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, dated  19th  Sept.  1792.  2d  Re- 
port, page  1  ^^. 

"  The  finance  principle  of  the  mogol 
government,  which  was  to  collect  conti- 
nually upon  the  actual  produce  of  lands, 
has,  from  its  nature,  led  to  concealment, 
chicanery,  and  fraud. — In  proportion  as 
the  demands  of  the  sovereign  were  en- 
hanced, these  acts^were  multiplied,  and  the 
character  of  the  people  of  every  rank  de- 
based.—The  great  extent  of  the  provincea 
now  held  by  us ;  the  vast  details  of  their 
accounts,  voluminous  for  every  village, 
and  particularly  liable  to  falsification,  lost 
and  decay ;  the  ignorance,  incapacity, 
and  want  of  principle,  too  common  among 
the  zemindars;  the  changes  perpetually 
happening  throughout  the  country  among 
the  native  officers  of  the  revenue,  the  cor- 
ruption of  those  officers,  their  fraudulent 
alienations'  of  land,  their  indolence  and 
mismanagement;  the  general  inexpe- 
rience ol  our  servants  in  revenue  aflairs 
during  the  first  years  of  the  dewannee; 
and  the  frequent  alterations  which  have 
since  taken  place  both  in  respect  to  them, 
and  to  the  mode  of  administering  the 
finances ;  the  very  different  nature  of  our 
government,  and  the  calamities  which  the 
country  has  sustained  :  all  these  circum- 
stances, to  mention  no  others,  have  con* 
curred  to  involve  the  real  amount  of  the 
produce  of  the  lands  in  great  intricacy^ 
and  obscurity  ;  and  the  same  causes,  joined 
to  the  unceasing  struggle  between  the  op- 
pressive exactions  and  fraudulent  evasions^ 
have  produced  numberless  pretences  and 
disguises,  increasing  continually  both  the 
necessity  and  difficulty  of  instituting  ef- 
fective laws  for  the  restoration  of  recipro- 
cal equity  and  good  faith/' 

"  But  we  must  upon  the  fullest  consi«' 
deration  disapprove  entirely  of  the  Mogol 
principle  of  taxation,  the  division  of  the 
actual  produce  l>etween  the  sovereign  and 
the  immediate  cultivator  of  the  soil,  which, 
under  various  modifications,  has  continued 
to  be  the  basis  of  practice  until  the  pre- 
sent time  :  we  are  convinced  there  are 
evils  inherent  in  this  mode,  greatly  ob- 
structive of  national   improveoieiit  and 
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faappincm.  —  Wfl  ire  moreover  bj  aa 
mcBnii  «aii!<fi«(l  thti  our  proTincei  have 
now  reiourcea  equal  to  thoaa  which  tbey 
praMued,  e*en  when  ceded  to  ui;  we 
wiih  tndepd,  thai  we  law  no  reaton 
to  Bpprfhtnd  tlie  conlrary.^Froai  Ibe 
bett  judgment  we  can  form,  ihe  oatural 
calamitin  to  whi<-h  the  Rountry  has  beeA 
■uhjecied,  joined  lo  other  circumtiancea, 
havf  itDriilly  altered  iti  itate,  which  at 
preieni  aSjrds  no  external  (igni  orabound- 
iog  wealth,  nor  any  prnbalile  lonrce  or 
large  increase,  except  the  alienated  landi, 
which  remain  a  subject  for  inveitigation. 

"  With  rc'pect  lo  the  objection*  drawn 
from  the  disorder  and  confuiion  in  the 
collections,  the  nncertainty  of  their 
amoont,  the  rariable  indefinite  mle*  by 
which  they  are  levied,  the  exactions  and 
Collusions  thence  too  prevalent,  the  in- 
tricacies in  the  details  of  the  revenue 
bntiness,  and  the  iKnorance  and  inca- 
pacity of  the  zemindars,  lord  Cornwallti 
charges  these  evils,  m>  far  as  they  exist, 
(and  we  think  with  great  jasiice]  upon 
the  old  system,  as  a  system  defective  in 
its  principle,  and  carrying  through  all  the 
gradations  of  the  people,  with  malliplied 
ill  effects,  that  character  of  arbitrary  im- 
position which  originated  at  the  head. 
He  therefore  very  properly  contends,  that 
reform  must  begin  there,  and  that  in 
order  to  simplify  and  regulate  llie  de- 
mands of  the  landholders  upon  their 
tenants,  the  first  step  is  to  fix  the  demand 
of  government  itself. 

''  If  any  conclusion  is  to  he  drawn  from 
the  descriptions  given  of  the  people,  it  i« 
surely  this,  that  the  powerful  are  opprea- 
sive,  and  the  weak  fraudulent." 

The  remedy  applied  by  lord  Cornwallii 
to  correct  this  stale  tif  disorder  and  op- 
pression was  the  zemindary  settlement, 
the  principle  aiid  tendency  of  which  are 
thus  described  in  the  Fifth  Heport,  p.  59. 

*•  The  proportion  of  the  produce  of  a 
xemindary  e-'ate,  fixed  as  the  government 
■bare,  at  lo-l  Jths  of  the  r»nt  paid  by  the 
leaaniry,  iliough  it  hiid  not  in  all  cases 
been  fixed  wiih  minute  exactness,  luffici- 
cnlly  shews  that  it  must  have  been  in  most 
cases  a  large  proportion,  and  lliat  the  m"«t 
Ktt^ntive  and  active  mai];ig«menl  waj  in- 
dispeniibly  necessary  to  enable  a  land- 
bolder  to  discharge  his  instalments  wiili 
the  punctuality  ret^uired  by  the  publir 
regulation?.  In  cases,  iher'efore,  where 
■My  inp(]iiality  unfavourable  to  the  ze 
Binilar  occurred  in  fixing  the  amount  ol 
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his  aatgaament  at  the  pormuitlit 
ment,  the  danger  of  hia  fillin|f  in 
must  have  been  enhanced  ;  woA  if  vm 
in  arrear,  aitd  all  his  estate  plaecrf  mdv 
ib«  management  of  a  native  agent  defMd 
by  the  collector  to  hold  it  in  ntiechiuK 
aitd  collect  the  rent^  the  disaembcnM 
of  hi*  estate,  and  sale  of  bte  land^  ai 
for  the  moat  part  have  been  ineviubla.' 

By  this  arrange  ment  neither  tbe  nasi 
or  rate  of  the  land  Hz  nppenr  lo  hi 
been  materially  changed.  Tb*  ryotbai 
hi*  allotted  half  as  before,  white  tbeae*  • 
minder's  tenth  seems  only  to  bare  bc«a  i 
CO  nl  in  Dance  of  the  ihars  ha  enjoy  iri 
nnder  the  old  system.  On  tbia  accet 
both  cot.  Wilks,  and  col.  Monro  ban 
considered  these  xemindars  aa  bcr 
farmers  of  tbe  revenee,  or  "  contractoi^ 
who  undertake  to  get  a  greater  fixed  rett 
for  government  from  the  ryeta  than  caa 
be  done  in  any  other  way^^ogagiag  far 
a  per  cenlage  to  make  the  lyou  alivaya 
pay  what  they  now  do>" 

The  division  of  tbe  ceontry  howerer 
into  estates ;  the  enquiriea  into  tbe  retre- 
noe  funds  which  preceded  ibia  diaage  ; 
the  resumption  of  land*  wfateb  were  beM 
free  of  revenue  previous  to  this  epeeh ; 
and  the  exiension  of  the  tax  to  Uodi  dM 
before  subjected  to  it,  were  auddm  in^ 
valions  which  the  country  provod  in  the 
se<)uel  unable  to  endure,  whilst  the  aggro* 
gate  amount  of  revenee,  ao  far  from  mW 
lessened,  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  tbe  preceding  orders  aod  obaerva- 
tions  of  the  court  nf  direclora,  was  very 
materially  enhanced  under  tbta  neo 
system. 

In  the  court  of  directora*  letter  (o  Be^ 
gal,  dated  I9th  SepL  1702;  pririled  ia 
Appendix  to  the  Second  Report,  it  ia  Mi- 
mated  (page  lOH]  that  the  revenue  iieM 
land  end  abkary  (two  sonrcos]  fixed  by 
the  decennial  settlement,  (afierwarda  de> 
dared  to  be  permanent,  and  therefore  iba 
xemindary  settlement  here  treated  al) 
would  amoont  to  repees  2,59,S0,9(M.  et 
the  exact  sum  of  revenue  realiaed  liMl 
the  country  in  the  year  previena  to  tba 
decennial  settlement,  that  is,  ondrr  tbt 
old  system. —It  should  however  bo  kept 
in  mind,  that  Ihe  revenue  under  the  eld 
system  was  derived  from  three  auorees^ 
lands,  alikary,  and  saver— It  is  added 
•.\i»\  the  rayer  revenue,  abuliihed  at  ibc 
lecenniul  settlement,  nas  rupee*  9BI,I9!L 
Suppii-ini;  iheretore  the  abksry  (iinty  nn 
jiies  IT9,Sci8]  to    t)e  the  same    tinder  both 

systems,  it  wuukt  follow  freu  tbia  efficid 
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view  of  the  case,  that  the  land  revenues 
of  Bengal,  under  the  decennial  settlement, 
would  have  exceeded  the  amount  exacted 
from  the  country  under  the  old  system, 
by  all  the  amount  of  the  abolished  8ayer, 
or$>8M92rupeep. 

.  But  this  is  taken  from  a  review  of  the 
decennial  settlement  by  the  court  of  direc- 
tors previous  to  their  having  before  them 
the  arrangement  complete.  In  the  Fifth 
Report,  page  1 0,  we  are  informed,  that 
the  land  revenue  obtained  from  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orista,  under  this  settlement 
in  1790-1,  amounted  to  rupees  2,08,009989, 
or  sterling  3,108,915/.  exceeding  there- 
fore the  amount  realised  in  the  year 
previous  to  the  decennial  settlement 
(2,59.26,208)  in  the  sum  of  rupees 
874,781. — This  added  to  the  sayer  reve- 
nue, abolished  at  the  decennial  settlement, 
makes  the  excess  of  land  revenue  under 
the  new  system,  according  to  this  more 
correct  view,  upwards  of  17  lacs  of  sicca 
rupees,  or  sterling  212,000/. 

in  the  Second  Report,  page  18,  it  is 
also  stated,  "  Upon  a  general  calculation 
the  amount  of  revenue  expected  under 
Uie  decennial  or  permanent  settlement  was 
260  lacs  of  sicca  rupees,  or  5,016,000/. 
The  annual  collections  exceeding  that 
sum  are  principally  to  be  attributed  to  the 
increased  amount  of  sayer\  and  abkary 
duties,  to  the  rents  of  land  not  included  in 
ibe  jumma,  an3  in  other  extraordinary 
revenues ;  in  some  instances  to  progres- 
sive rents;  to  increased  rents  on  lands 
not  originally  settled  ;  or  to  resumptions 
on  the  principles  of  the  regulations.'' 

Ill  1793  the  court  of  directors  estimate 
the  Bengal  land  revenue  (Second  Report, 
Appendix  iii.)  at  3,025,000/. 

In  the  same  year  the  decennial  settle- 
ment was  declared  in  Benc^al  to  be  per- 
manent and  unalterable  ior  ever*  (See 
Rep.  page  18.) 

The  select  committee  however  observe 
(page  17)  "  The  estimate  (i.  e.  of  land 
revenue)  formed  in  1793,  has  been  ex- 
ceeded in  each  year,  notwithstanding  the 
interruptions  which  have  been  occasion- 
ally experienced  from  the  vicissitudes  of 
seasons." 

Independent,  therefore,  of  increase 
from  the  abkary,  we  have,  in  the  docu- 

*  The  sayer  or  internal  customs^  I  ap- 
prehend, are  mentioned  here,  as  a  source 
of  increase,  through  inadvertence,  as  they 
were  abolished  at  the  deceanial  settle- 
ment. 

(  VOL.  XXVII. ) 


meott  here  referred  to,  official  grounds  ta 
be  assured,  that  the  land  revenue  taken 
from  the  Bengal  provinces  under  the  new 
system  considerably  exceeded  the  amount 
realized  under  the  operation  of  the  old' 
exorbitant  tax  of  half- produce,  not  only 
in  the  first  year  of  its  introduction,  but  in 
every  succeeding  one. 

Although  some  may  deem  this  constant 
excess  of  land  revenue  to  be  a  proof  of  the 
wealth  and  prosperity*  of  the  districts  inr 
Question;  to  others  it  will  fully  account 
for  the  almost  unheard-of  misery  which: 
seems  to.  have  been  the  immediate  effect 
of  the  zemindary  settlement  in  Bengal, 
and  which  in  the  Fifth  Report,  page  60,  ia 
described  to  be  "  such  a  harsh  and  op- 
pressive system  as  wtfs  never  before  re- 
sorted to  in  this  country" — and  to  have 
'*  produced  more  distress  and  beggary,  and 
a  greater  change  in  the  landed  property 
of  Bengal,  thanhas  perhaps  ever  happened 
in  the  same  space  of  time  in  any  age  or 
country,  by  the  mere  effect  of  internal 
regulations." 

The  nature  and  operation  of  the  perma« 
nent  settlement  at  Madras,  known  there 
by  the  name  of  the  Mootahdary  settle* 
nient,  are  sufficiently  described  in  Meeif 
Gholaum  Ally's  leUer  ;  whilst  of  the  state 
of  those  districts  under  the  old  system  o( 
revenue,  which  we  had  continued  to  then 
from  the  time  of  our  Mussulman  prede-^ 
cessors,  the  extract  from  my  lord  Welles- 
ley's  letter  gives  ft  most  melancholy  but' 
too  true  a  picture. 

Of  the  basis  indeed  of  all  these  revenue 
systems,  new  and  old,  it  may  be  further 
observed,  that  in  the  choice  of  despotic 
precedents  the  farthest  removed  fronr 
natural  justice  has  been  preferred  in  our 
several  settfements.  On  the  principle  of 
Mahommedan  taxation,  already  quoted, 
one-half  of  the  profluce  is  taken  as  the 
ransom  of  the  husbandman's  life :  the 
commentary  of  Jagganatha  leaves  the 
whole  earth  itself  to  the  discretion  of  **  tfie 
protective  conqueror :"  the  main  pillars 
of  the  permanent  or  zemindary  settlement 
stand  on  no  better  grounds  than  these. 

But  although  the  principle  and  practice 
be  perfectly  reconcilable  with  the  tenets 
of  Mahomet,  from  whom  thry  are  derived, 
other  Hindoos  will  be  found  to  be  less 
complaisant  than  Jagganatha;  from  whose 
own  commentary  it  appears,  that  even 
ailer  stating  this  despotic  principle  of 
right  of  property  in  the  soil,  the  despot 
was  required  to  content  himself  with  a 
sixth  of  the  produce  in  ordinary  times,  and 
(4G) 
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only  took  a  fourth  in  times  of  urfi:ent  ne- 
cessit}',  as  "  of  war  or  invasion/'  It  is' 
indeed  certain,  (hat  in  no  part  of  the  world 
but  India,  was  such  a  system  of  taxation 
ever  attempted  to  be  enforced,  if  ever 
thoaght  of :  nor  is  it  less  clear,  that  even 
io  India  the  imposition  is  of  a  modern  and 
recent  date :  the  declaration  of  its  perma- 
nency then  was  surely  made  by  a  Chris- 
tian  government,  without  sufficient  reflec- 
tion who  were  its  authors,  and  what  must 
be  its  lasting  effects  on  the 'condition  and 
minds  of  the  subjects. 

With  respectful  deference  to  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
have  bestowed  so  much  labour  on  the 
affairs  of  India,  the  author  must  record 
his  dissent  from  the  opinion  quoted 
above,  if  it  is  meant  to  leave  an  impres-, 
aion  on  the  public  mind,  that  the  tax  of 
half  produce  was  anterior  to  the  entry  of 
the  Mahommedans:  if  the  language  of 
the  Committee  were  only  intended  to  be 
applied  to  the  waste  lands  as  remaining 
subject  to  the  ordinary  rate  of  taxation, 
whenever  they  misht  be  brought  into 
cultivation,  this  would  not  be  questioned  ; 
but  there  is  decisive  evidence  to  prove 
that  before  and  even  since  the  period  of 
the  Mogul  invasion,  and  the  establishment 
of  their  despotism,  the  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  land  allotted  to  the  state  was  a 
sixth,  in  many  instances  only  a  tenth. 

A  brief  review  of  the  difl'erent  rates 
imposed  by  sovereigns,  in  difVerent  ages 
and  nations,  will  furnii^h  the  strongest  ob- 
jections to  the  further  continuance  of  this 
unexampled  burthen. 

The  first  recorded  land  tax  was  intro- 
duced by  Joseph,  in  the  rich  agricultural 
country  of  Kgypt,  while  it  was  desolated 
by  an  extraordinary  famine.  In  the  4 1st 
chapter  of  Genesis  we  are  told, 

'*  When  all  the  land  of  Egypt  was  fa- 
mished, the  people  cried  to  Pharaoh  for 
bread :  and  Pharaoh  said  unto  all  the 
£<;yptians.  Go  unto  Joseph,  and  what  he 
saitli  to  you  do;  and  Joseph  openfd  all 
the  store- houses,  and  foUI  unto  ttie  Egyp- 
tians. (Ciiap.  47.)  And  Joseph  gathered 
up  all  the  money  which  was  found  in  the 
U\u\  of  Egypt  for  the  corn  %vhich  they 
bought:  and  when  the  money  failed, 
Joseph  said.  Give  yotir  cattle :  and  he  fed 
them  with  bread  for  all  their  cattle  for 
that  year.  When  that  year  was  ended, 
Joseph  bought  all  the  lund  of  Egypt,  for 
the  Egyptian*)  sold  every  man  his  field, 
becaiiMj  iho  ^kmine  prevailed  over  them  : 
io  the  land  bt-canie  Pharaoh's,  only  the 
Und  of  the  priests  he  bought  not." 


'<  Then  Joseph  said  unto  the  people, 
'  Behold,  I  have  bought  you  this  day  and 
your  land  for  Pharaoh  :  Io  !  here  is  teed 
for  you,  and  ye  shall  sow  the  land,  and  in 
the  increase  ye  shall  give  the  fifth  part  to 
Pharaoh,  and  four  parts  shall  be  your 
own,  for  seed  of  the  field,  and  for  your 
food,  and  for  them  of  your  houseboldf,  and 
for  food  for  your  little  ones/  And  Joteph 
made  it  a  law  over  the  land  of  Egypt 
unto  this  da}^  that  Pharaoh,  should  have 
the  fiAh  part,  except  the  land  of  the  prieita 
only,  which  became  not  Phsiraoh  V" 

The  recital  of  this  transaction  ia  cha- 
racterized with  the  beautiful  simplicity  of 
Holy  Writ ;  and  it  is  important  to  cor  ar- 
gument, that  afier  Joseph  had  acquired 
all  the  lands  of  Egypt,  by  a  solemn  com- 
pact, and  for  a  valuable  consideratioD,  be 
found  it  consistent  with  sound  policy,  and 
proper  consideration  for  the  welfare*  of 
the  people,  to  levy  only  one-fif^h  of' the 
produce ;  the  remaining  foor  parts  being 
necessary  for  seed  and  for  the  caltirator'a 
food,  and  for  them  of  their  hooseholda, 
and  for  their  children,  in  £gypi»  W  in  fmct 
it  must  be  every  where. 

The  fertility  of  the  lands  washed  by 
the  Nile  is  not  less  celebrated  than  thoee 
of  India:  and  had  leas  than  fimr-flflhi 
sufficed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  colti* 
vators,  there  is  no  reason  why  Jolepft 
might  not  have  taken  more  than  ooe-BAh 
for  Pharaoh,  in  the  situation  of  legal  aitf[ 
peaceable  proprietor  of  all  the  land  ei 
Egypt :  but  every  collateral  circanutance 
makes  even  the  establishment  of  a  land 
tax,  at  the  rate  of  one-fiflh,  appear  to 
have  been  considered  extraordinary  ;  that 
it  was  new  in  Egypt  is  evident  frofi  the 
accompanying  detail ;  and  when  Itoew 
enacted  a  permanent  revenue  from  the 
resources  of  a  country  to  which  he  led  the 
Israelites,  "  a  land  flowing  wjth  milk  and  .; 
honey,''  although  he  might  have  stipnlatcd 
the  same  allowance  for  the  support  of  the 
hierarchy  in  Canaan,  as  Joftoph  had  eei- 
lled  upon  royalty  in  Effjrpt,  and  little 
doubl  can  be  entertained  bet  men  who 
had  witnessed  the  levying  of  one-Mh« 
would  have  willingly  paid  the  seme,  nan 
condition  of  obtaining  vineyards,  &e« 
"which  they  had  not  planted ;"  yet  a 
more  liberal  policy  seems  to  have  actonied 
the  Jewish  lawgriver,  who  was  content 
with  a  tythe  "  of  the  seed  of  the  ihnd^  and 
the  fruit  of  ihe  tree."    lieritices  97. 

Sicily,  the  next  most  fertile  conntry  of 
antiquity,  was  taxed  by  the  masters  ofthe 
world  at  only  one-tentb«  ^ni  Cicere'e 
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animated  eiclamalion  agaiaii  Verrts  for 
Ukiog  more  might  be  repeated  to  the 
present  soTereigns  of  India  :  ''  Numouid 
prseier  singulaa  decumas  debcnt  ?"•— Cic. 
7  Verr. 

Spain  *  paid  only  one-twentieth.  Livy, 
lib.  43,  c,  2. 

"  A  tenth  is  the  traditional  share  paid 
in  India*  before  the  institution  of  the  sixth. 
It  is  the  portion  paid  in  the  little  principa- 
lity of  Coor^  at  this  day,  and  the  Batch 
found  and  continued  that  tax  at  Ceylon/' 

The  rate  established  by  Joseph  in 
Egypt  may  be  considered  as  the  utmost 
extent  of  taxation  in  his  age,  perhaps  for 
many  ages  after  him. 

'<  Menu^t  ^be  Indian  lawgiTer,  who  is 
by  some  taken  for  Minos,  and  who 
flourished  880  years  before  Christ,  states 
the  ta\es  of  various  kinds,  which  may  be 
leTied  by  the  king.  Of  the  produce  of 
land,  a  sixth  is  the  largest  share  which 
can  be  taken  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
and  a  fourth  in  times  of  urgent  distress ; 
bat  the  whole  tenour  of  the  Institutes, 
(cap.  8,  V.  384,  308.  Digest.  Grot.  It, 
p.  168  )  and  the  digest  shew,  that  the  sixth 
part  of  the  crop  is  the  king's  share,  which 
18  constantly  in  the  contemplation  of  %U 
Hindoo  lawyers." 

"  Pandian,}  anno  ]>oii.  I2o2,  taking 
advantage  of  a  civil  war,  invaded  Canara 
in  ships,  and  conquered  the  country.  Be- 
fore his  time  the  sixth  had  been  received 
in  the  rough  grain;  but  he  imposed  on  his 
subjects  the  task  of  delivering  it  deprived 
of  Its  husks  in  a  state  fit  for  food,  thereby 
iocrtasing  the  revenue  about  10  per  cent, 
which  is  the  estimated  expence  of  this 
operation. 

"  This  mode  of  payment  continued  until 
the  establishment  of  a  new  government  at 
Vedeyanuggar,  founded  by  fugitives  from 
the  subverted  government  of  Warangal, 
when  the  Psndyan  dynasty  of  Canara, 
having  reached  the  period  of  its  decline^ 
yielded  to  iba  rising  state  in  I330*" 

'<  The  minister  and  spiiitual  preceptor 
Vedeyaranya,  uiuier  whose  auspicts  the 
new  dynasty  was  traded,  composed  a 
work  on  law  and  t;overnment,  which  is 
atill  extant  in  many  handi,  and  easily 
procurable.  It  yi%a  intended  as  a  manual 
for  the  ofBcers  of  ai|ite  :  is  founded  on  the 
text  of  Parasara,  with  a  copious  commen- 
tary by  Vedeyaranya,  assigning  as  usual  to 

*  See  colonel  Wilka  oo  the  South  of 
India,  chap.  5. 
t  Wjlks,  1^26.        .     X  Ibk). 


the  king  one-sixth  as  the  royal  share  of 
the  crop,  and  very  rudely  pronouncing 
the  king,  who  takes  more,  to  be  infamous^ 
in  this  world,  and  consigned  to  Nareka 
(the  infernal  regions)  in  toe  next." 

<'  This  share  Vedeyaranya  was  desirous 
of  converting  from  a  grain  to  a  money 
payment,  and  he  established  fixed  rules 
for  the  conversion,  founded  on  the  quan- 
tity of  land,  the  requisite  seed,  the  average 
increase,  and  the  value  of  the  graho." 

The  result  literally  conforms  to  the 
law  of  the  digest. 

^  to  the  King =iSl 

^  to  theBramina  ....f..*.=A  >ii«i 

^  to  the  Godt ^^^^  J 

The  rest  to  the  Proprietor H^^ 
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Colonel  Wilks  further  informs  us,  that 
for  the  division  of  the  produce,  50  being 
the  whole  number,  it  is  calculated  that 
15,  or  \t  is  consumed  in  the  expences 
of  agriculture,  and  the  mam* 
tenanceofthe  farmer's  family- 
5    =  i  to  the  Sovereign. 
1,5  =^  to  the  Bramins. 
'  1    =y^  to  the  Gods. 
7,5  =  j-  to  the  Proprietors  as  net  rent 
— —  or  income. 

30,0 

In  the  disqoisition  Qn  the  property  ia^ 
the  soil  from  jJBr.  Colebrook's  TranslaiiqA'' 
of  the  Digest  of  Hiadoo  Law,  by  Jag- 

£matha  Tercapaochaiiaoa,  we  find  the  fol« 
wing  interesting  peasages : 

"  Having -ascertiioed  the  rates  of  par* 
chaie  and  sale,  th^  length  of  the  way, 
the  expences  of  food,  the  chargea  of  aer 
coring  the  goods  carried,  and  the  net 
profiu  of  trade,  let  Jthe  king  oblige  traders 
to  pay  taxes  on  their  atleable  commo- 
dities :"— Menu. 

^  After  full  consideratioD,  let  a  kiiig  so 
levy  those  taxes  continually  in  his  domi- 
nions, that  both  he  and  the  merchant  may 
receive  a  just  compentation  for  their 
several  acts.'' 

"  As  the  leech,  Ibe  iockling  calf*  and 
the  bee,  take  their  natural  food  by  liule 
and  liitk,  thus  must  a  king  draw  from  hif 
dominiona  en  annual  revenue.'* 

"  Of  cattle,  of  gems,  of  gold  and  silver, 
added  each  year  to  the  capital  stock,  e 
fiftieth  part  may  be  taken  by  the  king ; 
of  grain,  an  eighth  pan^  a  aixth«  or  a 
tvaiah." 
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"  He  may  also  take  a  sixth  part  of  the 
clear  annual  increase  of  trees,  flesh-meat, 
honey,  clai  ified  butter,  perfumes,  medical 
Bubstauces,  liquids,  flowers,  roots,  and 
fruit.  —  Of  gathered  leaves,  pot-herbs, 
grass,  utensils  made  with  leather  or  cane, 
earthen  pots,  and  all  things  made  of 
•torn."  • 

"  Let  him  not  cut  up  his  own  root  by 
taking  no  revenue,  nor  the  root  of  other 
men  by  excess  uf  covetoubness ;  for,  by 
cutting  up  his  own  roots,  and  theirs,  he 
makes  both  himself  and  them  wretched/' 

"  Let  the  king  so  act,  thut  he  also  may 
receive  benefit  out  of  the  profiu  of  trade 
which  remain  after  defraying  charges, 
and  that  the  merchant  may  receive  just 
compensation  for  his  labours.'^ 

"  Let  the  king  gather  blossom  after 
blossom,  like  the  florist  in  the  garden  ; 
and  not  extirpate  the  plant,  like  a  burner 
of  charcoal.'^ — Parasara. 

"  As  the  florist  in  the  garden  plucks 
blossoms  successively  put  forth,  and  doea 
not  eradicate  the  flowering  shrub;  so 
should  the  king,  drawing  revenue  from  his 
•ubjects,  take  the  sixth  part  of  the  actual 
produce:  but  the  maker  of  charcoal,  ex- 
tirpating the  tree,  burns  the  whole  plant; 
)et  not  the  king  so  treat  his  subjects/'— 
IVIadhava. 

"  Giving  a  sixth  part  to  the  Icing,  a 
twenty-flrst  part  to  deities,  and  a  thirtieth 
part  to  the  priests,  a  man  oflends  not 
by  applying  himself  to  agriculture/'— 
VrihaRpati. 

*'  A  military  king,  who  takes  even  a 
fourth  part  of  the  crops  of  his  realm  at  a 
time  of  urgent  neceuity,  as  of  war  or  in- 
vasion, and  protects  his  people  to  the  ut« 
most  of  his  power,  commits  no  sin/'«— > 
Menu. 
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A  comparison  of  the  tax  of  half  produce, 
levied  on  the  husbandmen  of  India,  with 
the  modern  rates  of  taxation  in  other 
countries,  will  present  to  the  reader,  ac- 
customed only  to  European  modes  of  as- 
sessment, this  anomaly,  that  in  India  go- 
vernment stands  in  the  double  capacity  of 
60verei«n  and  landlord  ;  the  respectable 
class  of  what  in  Great  Britain  is  deno- 
minated the  landed  interest,  a  class  re- 
nowned fur  wealth  and  independent  prin- 
ciples, and  always  considered  as  the  prin- 
cipal bulwark  of  the  nation,  ceases  to 
exist :  between  the  governors  and  the 
husbandmen,  or  labourers,  there  is  found 
only  a  class  of  officers,  appointed  to  in- 


force  the  tax,  and  collect  the  half  of  die 
produce ;  for  such,  it  is  acknowledged 
and  recorded  in  the  Fifth  Report,  are  tk 
zemindars  themselves,  with  no  other  ad- 
vantage over  the  revenue  officers  s( 
Europe,  bnt  that  of  their  empioymciMi 
being  hereditary.  The  land*taat  of  India 
is  not,  as  with  us,  assessed  on  a  Inndlord'i 
rent,  but  on  the  gross  prod  ace  of  the 
ground.  This  i^  the  original  and  only 
basis  of  the  zemindary  settlement,  and  flf 
every  other  attempted  impro¥ement  in  iht 
revenue  system  of  the  country. 

With-this  distinction  premised,  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  aatbor'a  Essay  od 
Taxation,  which  is  placed  on  therecordsof 
the  Bombay  government  (8th  July  1808*), 
will  exhibit  the  enormoas  difierence  be- 
tween the  burthen  of  Indian  taxation,  and 
that  of  other  civilized  states. 

"  The  land-tax  in  £ngland,f  ihongh 
nominally  four  shillings  in  the  ponnd, 
varies  in  diflerent  districts  from  Iburto  one 
shilling  in  the  pound,  and  inaome  less: 
and  this  is  calculated  on  a  very  moderate 
value  of  estates,  framed  in  1602,  in  the 
reign  of  William  the  3d/' 

"  The  land  tax  (rente  fonciere)  in  France, 
is  stated,  in  their  own  reports,  to  have 
been  universally  oo'mplained  of  aa  heavy, 
and  to  have  fallen  very  unequally,  al- 
though only  a  professed  fifth  of  the  net 
produce/' 

"  In  the  ancient  dominions  of  tha  kioy 
of  Prussia,  the  land-tax  is  said  to  be  as- 
sessed at  the  rate  of  20,  25, 33,  38, 40^  45, 
and  50  per  cent  of  the  revenue  of  the  pro- 
prietors, according  to  their  diflferent  raoki 
or  privileges,  and  this  country  it  consa- 
quently  far  behind  England  in  point  af 
prosperity/* 

"  In  Arthur  Young's  account  of  Lom- 
bard y,  a  very  minute  detail  is  given  ef 
the  gross  produce,  rent,  and  tavmipn.  af 
land/' 

"  In  the  Milanese,  taking  100  pertichi^ 
he  states  its  gross  produce  in  com,  wine, 
and  silk,  at  1836  livres,  of  which  the  pro- 
prietor's net  share  (rent)  is  785  livres,  as- 
elusive  of  tax.  Land  of  this  rent  and 
value  pays  I5|  soldi  per  pertica,  or  77 
livres,  on  the  hundred  (perticbe).  The 
tax  is  paid  by  the  farmer  ;  but  if  it  wei« 
not,  it  would  form  a  part  of  the  iandlord'a 
share,  making  this  latter  862  litres,  which 

*  See  Papers  ordered  by  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  printed,  22d  of  June,  1813. 

t  Eisay  on  Taxation  and  ReTenue^  by 
the  amlior,  page  28. 
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is  equal  to  8/.  1 8f.  per  cent,  or  U.  9d.  in 
the  pound.  Only  half  of  this  contribu- 
tion of  77  livres  goes  to  the  sofereign, 
the  Qiher  half  is  retained  for  roads, 
bridges,  and  parochial  charges,  and  in 
some  cases  the  partial  support  of  the 
curees  is  included.'' 

'*  In  the  ecclesiastical  state  of  Bologna, 
the  land-tax  is  computed  at  only**^  *Zd,  the 
English  acre.  In  Parroa  about  9d.  and  in 
Modena  the  common  calculation  is,  that 
all  taxes  whatever  only  equal  a  fifth  of  the 
^ross  produce  of  land.  ' 

"  In  Tuscany  the  landaax  is,  in  many 
places,  redeemed  :  that  part  of  it  which 
is  paid  to  communities  for  roads,  &c.  and 
is  not  thus  redeemable,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  one-tenth  of  the  net  rent.  From 
the  general  tenor  of  Mr.  Young's  obser> 
▼atiofis,  I  should  conclude,  therefore,  the 
whole  of  the  land-tax,  previous  to  redemp- 
tion, to  have  been  one  fifth  of  the  net 


t» 


rent. 

"  In  the  Venetian  territory  all  the  arable 
lands,  which  are  given  in  lease  to  farmers, 
are  taxed  at  a  tenth  of  the  rent.  When 
the  proprietor  cultivates  bis  own  lands, 
they  are  valued  according  to  an  equitable 
estimation,  and  be  is  allowed  a  deduction 
of  one- fifth  of  the  tax,  so  that  for  such 
lands,  he  pays  only  eight,  instead  of  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  supposed  rent."f 

"  With  regard  to  our  other  tax,  as  re- 
ferrible  to  the  actual  produce  of  the  lands, 
and  purporting  to  be  one- half  of  that  pro- 
duce, it  may  be  briefly  observed,  that  Dr. 
Da  venant  states  the  land  rents  of  England, 
generally,  to  be  to  the  gross  produce  as  nine 
to  twenty- one,  or  three-sevenths,  and  the 
rents  of  corn  lands  as  two-ninths  only  of 
the  produce." 

"  Dr.  Smith  says,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  Europe,  the  share  of  the  landlord 
(rent)  seldom  exceeds  a  third,  sometimes 
not  a  fourth,  of  the  whole  produce  of 
the  land  !  It  is  therefore  Tery  clear, 
that  in  Europe,  were  there  no  landlords 
in  the  way,  the  lands  generally   would 

*  (By  the  author.)  It  is  a  common 
role  in  Salsette  to  estimate  the  average 
produce  of  a  begah  of  land  at  one  morah 
of  batty.  A  begah  is  about  three-fourths 
of  an  acre.  The  morah  of  batty  is  rated 
at  20  rupees,  one  ^ird  of  which  is  the 
government  share,  or  somewhat  less  than 
•even  rupees  per  begah.  At  this  rate  eren 
the  reduced  land-tax  on  Salsette  woold 
average  upwards  of  a  guinea  per  acre. 

t  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  3,  p.  203. 


nerer  pay  a  Ux  to  the  state  of  half- 
produce." 

'<  In  China  the  principal  revenue  of  the 
sovereign  consists  in  a  tenth  part  of  the 
produce  of  all  the  lands  of  the  empire : 
this  tenth  part  however  is  estimated  so 
very  moderately,  that  in  many  provinces, 
it  is  said  not  to  exceed  a  thirtieth  part  of 
the  ordinary  produce."* 

''But  it  may  be  safely  alledged,  on  the 
grounds  of  experience,  that  though  some 
lands  may  be  suificiently  rich  to  yield 
half  their  produce  to  a  landlord  or  govern* 
ment,  the  other  half  being  sufficient  to 
defray  the  charges  and  reasonable  profits 
of  cultivation,  yet  this  is  not  the  case  ge- 
nerally :  in  the  majority  of  lands  it  will 
require  from  six  to  eight- tenths  of  the 
produce,  and  sometimes  more,  to  defray 
the  charges  and  profits  above  mentioned  ; 
and  it  then  follows,  that  a  tax,  regularly 
and  correctly  assessed  at  half  the  actual 
produce  of  Isnds,  would  not  leave  to  the 
inhabitants  of  any  extensive  country  under 
heaven  a  sufficiency  to  subsist  on.' 

'*  Aithoughf  the  principle  of  a  tax  at 
half*produce  be  very  general  in  India,  it 
may  be  difficult  to  state  when  and  where 
it  had  iu  origin.  It  may,  however,  con- 
fidently be  asserted,  that  it  arose  out  of 
some  violent  overthrow  of  the  natural 
order  of  societies,  and  is  decidedly  foreign 
to  the  ancient  institutions  of  the  Hindoos, 
under  which  India  is  supposed  to  hare  long 
flourished  ;  for, 

**  First,  the  erection  of  a  class  of  landed 
proprietors,  is,  according  to  the  free  course 
of  nature's  laws,  at  certain  and  erident  a 
coiisequence  of  the  coltivation  of  land,  m 
the  production  of  a  plant  from  its  seed. 
The  more  fortunate,  the  more  strong,  or 
the  more  industrious  among  the  first  culti- 
vators, who  were  the  first  proprietors  of 
the  earth,  would  soon  extend  their  posses- 
sions beyond  their  own  individual  means 
of  tillage.  Cultivation  by  tenantry  woold 
ensue ;  and  land  proprietors,  properl  v  so 
called,  being  thus  established,  would,  in 
the  ordinary  progresT  of  civilised  society 
and  population,  naturally  become  more 
numerous,  more  extensive,  and  more 
wealthy.  That  these  proprietors  formerly 
existed,  and  perhaps  universally  in  India, 
there  cannot  be  the  least  doubt ;  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  they  must  cease  to 
exisi  where  the  ruling  power  would  ab« 

«  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  3,  p.  263. 
f  Fureker's  Remarks  on  Taxation  and 
Revenue,  7tb  Jaly  1808,  p.  M. 
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8orb  all  the  produce  of  the  soil  beyond  a 
bare  maiiitennnce  to  the  wretched  culti- 
Ystort.  That  existence  therefore  must 
have  been  crushed  at  some  later  period^ 
and  the  landed  proprietors  swept  away  by 
the  torrent  of  violence  from  those  coun- 
tries where  this  principle  of  taxation  was 
first  enforced/' 

'^  Second  I  y>  we  are  informed  that  the 
Mahabharata  authorizes  the  prince  to  levy 
a  fifth  of  the  produce  of  mines,  and  a  tenth 
of  the  corn."  Menu  and  other  legisla- 
tors "  authorize  the  sovereign  to  exact  a 
Bixtb,  an  eighth,  or  a  twelfth  of  the  grain, 
according  to  circumstances  ;  and  a  sixth 
part  of  the  clear  annual  increase  of  the 
trees/'  '  The  Institutes  of  Akber  record, 
that  former  monarchies  of  Flindoostan  ex- 
acted the  sixth  part  of  the  produce  of 
lands.  Under  Akber  the  revenue  was  set- 
tled at  a  third  of  the  average  produce  of 
landx;  and  in  Mr.  Grant's  Observations  on 
the  Revenues  of  Bengal,  the  assessment  is 
•aid  to  have  been  limited  not  to  exceed 
in  the  whole  a  fourth  of  the  actual  produce 
of  the  soil. 

"  The  whole  section  here  referred  to, 
'  of  tribute  and  taxes,'  is  very  interesting, 
and  applicable  to  the  present  question : 
it  states  the  rates  in  Turkey,  Turan,  and 
Iran,  to  be  a  sixth  or  fifth  and  a  tenth  of 
the  produce,  and  gives  a  detailed  account 
of  the  Akberian  rates  of  collection  from 
different  descriptions  of  land.  The  sub- 
joined account,  taken  from  ancient  Hindoo 
works  of  great  repute^  was  furnished  by  a 
pundit  in  Bombay." 

"  Translate  of  the  comment  of  the 
twenty  fifth  stanza,  in  section  sixty-eight 
of  the  chapter  $hantee  Punva,  a  division 
of  Mahabharat,  written  by  Ki&s,  which 
treats  on  the  state  policy,  and  wherein 
Bheestna  tells  Rajah  Dhuram  how  much 
tribute  a  rajah  should  collect  from  his 
iubjects." 

'<  One  sixth  part  of  whatever  the  sub- 
jects will  produce  from  their  land,  and  the 
same  to  be  applied  for  their  maintenance. 
Then  whence  shall  the  rajah  get  money 
for  his  expences  ?— I  observe,  he  is  to  re- 
ceive one-sixth  of  the  produce  of  land 
from  his  subjects,  after  measuring  the 
grains,  and  no  more ;  'to  levy  fines  on  the 
ofTenders,  as  well  as  on  those  that  become 
Tariously  vicious,  and  annoy  others,  or  to 
conquer  the  kingdoms  of  others  by  his 
own  valour,  and  thus  gain  wealth :  also,  to 
collect  customs  from  the  merchants  on 
goods  they  import  by  ships,  or  on  bullocks. 
Through  ail  these  means  he  shall  raise 
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funds,  thereby  to  defray   hit   charges  isi 
to  protect  his  subjects — not  to  becoiBeia| 
dolent  himself  in  pursuing  all  these  on 
sures.    The  subjects  also,  with  willingaa^j 
are  to  pay  the  rajah's  cess/'   • 

Neelkund  Bhut,  son  of  Narsyan  Bbi^! 
an  author  of  a  book,  intituled,  •*  Mayookk 
Darmashatra/'  or  '<  Religious  InstitutioiH,'^ 
in  which  he  treats  on  the  subject  of  policji 
observes, 

•^  That  the  rajah  shoald  show  prid^ 
and  be  compassiotiate,  and  receiva  frsa 
his  subjects,  from  year  to  year.  OBe«sizll 
part  of  the  produce,  and  protect  theoi:  if 
this  be  neglected,  he  shall  be  liable  li 
I  share  half  of  whateTor  ains  ihey  asf 
commit^  because  he  recaiTea  tribate  firaa 
them." 

<*  Translate  of  the  paraphraae  of  a  staBA 
the  author  Callidasa  inserta  in  the  fint 
chapter  of  a  book  writteo  by  faim^  is* 
tituled, "  Raja  Woonee/* 

"  The  rajah,  for  the  poipose  of  doiag 
good  to  his  subjects,  aliall  collect  from 
them  one-sixth  of  the  pradact/' 

The  author  adds  the  folbwing  aiaiila : 
"  That  the  sun  attracu  water,  and  peaia 
down,  seasonably,  a  thouaaad  Uoaea  aiore 
than  the  attracted  quantity,  as  the  Pcopla 
on  the  earth  want ;  so  the  r^ah^  having 
received  a  sixth  part  of  the  prodsee,  eoglit 
to  expend  a  thousand  timoa  aa  asach  fa 
the  defence  of  his  subjects.'^ 

«'  In  Malabar,  we  hare  the  authority  if 
the  printed  Report  of  the  firK  comhb 
sioners,  a  work  distinguished  for  ita  va- 
ful  and  accurate  informatieii;  to  be  as- 
sured that  no  land  revenoe  waa  cijHactd 
by  its  ancient  prineaa;  and  that  whaa 
expensive  preparations  become  neceamj 
against  apprehended  invasion,  thcj  cidy 
exacted  from  the  landholdera  a  ofth  of 
their  produce.  This  infiimiation  ia  lbs 
more  valuable,  as  the  aborigiaal  lataa  rtd 
customs  of  the  Malaharians  seem  to  beta 
been  preserved  unimpaired  from  time  ian 
memorial,  down  to  the  subveraion  ^  ibair 
principalities  and  govemmcntiD  174b^hf 
the  power  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  mast  bava 
had '  some  reference  at  least  to  tbo^%8l^ 
blished  usages  of  surround ing  countriaa/' 

«  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  practice  of 
the  Malaharians  has  in  this  reapect  a 
striking  coincidence  with  a  Jewtah  oidi* 
nance.  The  Malabar  rajahs  have  fraa 
time  immemorial  possessed  landed  ralalaiL 
from  which  to  support  the  princely  dv- 
nity  ;  and  exactetl  no  land  tax  Aram  ibisr 
subjects,  in  the  divine  commaod,  thro^g^ 
Eaakieli  to  the  Jews,  on  their  ptof  haaMl 
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restoration  to  the  Und  of  their  fathers,  we 
find  the  following  injunctions  in  respect 
io  their  princes. 

"  Chap.  xTi.  ver.  7  and  8.  "  And  a  por- 
ti«n  (of  the  land)  shall  be  for  the  prince, 
ftc.  lie."  (describing  its  situation  and 
extent.) 

'<  In  the  land  shall  be  his  possession  in 
Israel :  and  my  princes  shall  no  more  op- 
press my  people  ;  and  the  rest  of  the  land 
ifaall  they  gife  to  the  house  of  Israel  ac- 
cording to  their  tribes/' 

"  Chap.  xlfi.  T.  1 8.  "  MoreoTer  the 
prince  shall  not  take  of  the  people's  inhe- 
ritance by  oppression,  to  thrust  them  oat 
of  their  possession;  but  he  shall  give  bis 
fons  inheritance  out  of  his  own  posses- 
sion :  that  my  people  be  not  scattered 
df  ery  man  from  his  possession/' 

«'  It  would  seem  from  this  latter  verse, 
too,  that  the  prophet  clearly  foresaw  both 
the  advantage  and  absolute  necessity  of 
restricting  the  prince  and  his  posterity  to 
their  own  prescribed  inheritance,  lest  the 
scattering  of  the  people  from  their  pos- 
sessions, should  be,  as  he  well  knew,  the 
infallible  consequence  of  the  sofereign 
becoming  general  or  universal  proprietor 
of  the  soil;  and  as  is  so  clearly  exem- 
plified inmost  of  the  modern  governments 
of  India. 

*'  In  Guzerat  it  is  also  ascertained,  that 
no  such  principle  of  taxation  was  in  i^e- 
neral  force^  op  to  the  period  of  the  Ma- 
homedan  conquest ;  and  that  even  after 
the  introduction  of  the  Mussulman  power, 
the  Grassia  landholders  successfully  resist- 
ed, as  they  do  to  this  day,  the  payment  of 
any  such  tax ;''  and, 

"  In  Salsette,  authentic  records  are  still 
extant  to  prove,  that  it  was  not  adopted  by 
the  Portuguese  government.  A  statement 
now  in  my  possession,  procured  from  the 
records  at  Goa,  exhibits  the  whole  of  the 
land  revenue  derived  from  the  island  by 
that  government,  as  amounting  only  to 
.20,000  purdaws,  or  about  10,000  rupees 
per  annum ;  whilst  the  lands  were  given 
up  in  undisturbed  and  undisputed  posses- 
sion to  individual  proprietors,  who  thus 
became  numerous,  respectable,  and 
.  wealthy/' 

"  If  therefore  tht  principle  here  dis- 
cussed, shall  be  neither  found  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  old  legal  institutions  of  the 
country,  or  by  the  natural  established 
order  of  societies ;  and  if  violence,  or  the 
effects  of  despotic  power,  be  its  probable 
origin;  it  will,  I  hope,  be  allowed  no 
claim  to  the  privilege  of  being  porpetuated 
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in  the  civil  institutions  of  m  just  and  mode- 
rate government,  merely  because  pre- 
ceding conquerors  had  enforced  it.  Pre* 
cedent,  prejudice,  or  prescription,  the 
common  motives  of  human  action,  ma^ 
very  properly  sanction  in  established 
practice  what  is  right ;  may  even  justify 
what  is  indifferent,  but  can  never  excuso 
what  a  candid  examination  at  the  sl^rine 
of  reason  would  prove  to  be  decideilly 
wrong.  Unconsciousness  of  evil  may  in« 
deed  be  some  excuse  for  errors  from  pre* 
cedent ;  but  to  err  with  our  eyesop^n  is 
au  unjustifiable  aggravation  of  injury." 

*'  That  the  principle  of  a  tax  of  half 
produce  owes  its  origin  to  violence^  to 
conquest,  or  the  more  gradual  oppressive 
exercise  of  despotic  power,  is  .rendered 
still  further  probable,  from  the  circum* 
stance  of  our  having  several  traces  of  th« 
division  of  half-produce  being  the  rato 
adopted  between  landed  proprietors  and 
their  tenantry  or  cultivators :  we  know  it 
existed  on  Sidsette,  during  the  time  of  tho 
Portuguese  ;  it  still  appears  to  obtain  in 
the  Bengal  provinces  under  the  perma- 
nent settlement ;  it  is  probable  therefore 
the  principle  may  have  been  formerly 
more  seneral ;  and  on  the  annihilation,  or 
expulsion  of  proprietors,  it  would  be  but 
natural  for  the  despot  who  took  their 
place,  to  appropriate  also  to  himself  their 
share  in  the  produce  of  the  soiL  This 
was  actually  the  case  on  Salsette,  when  the 
Mahrattas  took  the  island  from  the  Pbrtu* 
gtieae.  The  conquerors  adopting  the 
principle  of  a  tax  at  half-produce  (which 
was  before  this  the  landholders  share  only» 
not  that  of  the  displaced'government),  the 
class  of  proprietors  soon  disappeared ;  and 
in  Malabar  (independent  of  the  violent 
expulsion  of  the  whole  class  of  landholders 
by  the  Mahomedan  power)  many  instances 
camewithinmy  own  personal  knowledgeof 
landed  proprietors,  after  their  return  under 
our  government,  abandoning  their  estates 
to  their  farmers,  desiring  them  to  be  re« 
sponsible  for  the  required  revenue,  in  con* 
sequence  of  our  local  officers  having  been 
enabled  pictially  to  enforce  the  same  tax/' 

**  But  the  rate  of  division  between  pro- 
prietors  and  their  tenants,  is  a  very  fal- 
lacious ground  of  assumption  in  behalf  of 
a  government  tax  ;  since  the  rent  of  an 
estate  paid  to  a  landlord,  and  a  land  re- 
venue paid  to  a  government,  are  entirely 
and  essentially  different  both  in  their  na- 
ture and  effects. 

"  The  aggregate  amount  of  revenue  is 
chiefly  divided  into  small  stipends  or  nla- 


1199]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

ries,  the  expenditure  of  which  has  very 
liule  influence  on  the  industry,  and  con- 
sequently on  the  comforts  and  wealth  of 
the  society.  Of  those  deriving  large  sala- 
ries, from  which  they  still  only  accumu- 
late fortunes  in  a  long  series  of  years,  few 
or  none  remain  to  expend  them  in  this 
country." 

"  But  the  aggregate  amount  of  rent 
contributes  immediately  to  the  elevation 
of  a  classof  wealthy  proprietors  in  thestate, 
whose  expenditure  is  the  only  natural 
means  of  stimulating  general  industry, 
and  of  promoting  the  general  wealth  and 
comforts  of  the  society." 

"  The  amount  of  revenue  is  often  ex- 
pended on  purposes  foreign  to  the  promo- 
tion of  industry,  and  at  a  distance  from 
the  place  of  its  collection  ;  not  unfre- 
quently,  in  foreign  and  even  inimical 
countries." 

"  Bat  the  rent  of  resident  landed  pro- 
prietors is  always  expended  in  the  promo- 
tion of  individual  and  domestic  industry, 
and  chiefly  on  the  spot." 

''  Proprietors  and  their  tenantry  are 
left  to  a  reciprocal  view  of  their  own  intc- 
restsj  in  arranging  their  respective  terms 
of  tenure.  In  the  natural  order  of  things, 
both  one  and  the  other  would  of  necessity 
be  equally  consulted." 

''  But  the  division  of  produce  between  a 
government  and  its  cultivators,  must  as 
necessarily  be  almost  always  arbitrary ; 
whence  we  6nd  the  interests  of  one  party 
only  considered,  and  those  of  the  other 
almost  wholly  neglected." 

"  The  local  experience  of  resident 
landed  proprietors,  and  their  own  private 
interests,  naturally  suggest  the  most  ad* 
visable  measurei?  for  improving  the  pro- 
duce of  their  estates,  which  is  most  enec- 
tually  accomplished  by  improving  the 
condition  and  resources  of  their  farmers; 
and  Uie  natural  impulses  of  humanity  es- 
tablish an  intercourse  of  kindness  and 
assistance  between  a  lord  and  his  depend- 
ants, which  the  latter  can  never  experience 
or  expect  from  personal  intercourse  with 
a  government.  Its  local  oflicen  have  no 
interest  in  local  improvements,  but  a  ma- 
nifest one  in  local  exactions  for  their  own 
benefit :  in  the  first  case,  the  interest  of 
the  proprietors  and  tenant  are  co-opera- 
tive to  the  same  useful  end,  and  the  public 
good  is  promoted  ;  in  the  latter  case,  the 
interests  of  the  local  officer  and  tenant  are 
decidedly  at  variance,  and  the  public  good 
is  eflectually  frustrated." 
"  In  short,  it  would  seem  to  be  impossi* 
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ble  for  a  government  in  any  way  to  «>l 
cupy  lands  to  any  useful  end  ;  both  ikl 
possession  and  the  cultivation  of  the  sal 
is  the  exclusive  business  of  aubjecti^  ul{ 
should  be  surrendered  to  tbem ;  1l■l^i 
strained  interference  on  the  part  of  tk 
prince  is  an  infringement  oii  their  rights 
their  privileges,  and  their  duties :  in  In^ 
it  has  eren  extinguished  a  clau  io  the 
order  of  society,  without  which  no  aocietj 
can  materially  improve :  it  it  foreigo  a 
the  object  of  protection  ;  a  clear  Tiolatiit 
of  the  order  of  nature ;  and  we  need  be 
no  longer  surprised  at  ita  militating  no  lea 
against  individual  prosperity,  than  againa 
the  amelioration,  when  required,  of  ths 
resources  of  the  state/' 

There  is  a  manifest  concordance  A 
these  suggestions  with  the  conclusions  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  A 
Commons,  and  with  their  numerous  quota* 
tions  of  opinions  extracted  from  the  officii 
representations  of  distingoisbcd  officers,  ia 
the  service  of  the  East  India  Company. 
Referring  to  the  Fifth  Baport  for  the 
recorded  opinions  of  lieut-colonel  Muoro» 
Mr.  Kavenshaw,  Mr.  Thackeray  and 
others,  it  may  suffice  to  select  the  'follow- 
ing as  a  decisive  declaration  of  the  im« 
pression  on  the  minds  of  the  Conimitlee 
themselves,  as  to  the  necessity  and  naioia 
of  the  improvement,  which  it  is"  the  sola 
object  of  these  pages  to  recommend. 

*'  Your  Committee*  hav^  deemed  it 
proper  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  tbt 
House  this  gratifying  instance  of  a  pnn 
vince,  which  was,  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time,  restored  from  a  condition  of  the 
lowest  depression  to  one  of  comparativt 
prosperity,  (under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Ravensbaw.)  In  a  former  part  of  their 
Report  they  had  occasion  to  state  another 
extraordinary  instance  of  the  same  kind« 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  ceded 
districts,  during  the  seven  years  they  wers 
under  the  enlightened  superintendence  ef 
lieut.-colonel  Thomas  Monro :  they  both 
furnish  undeniable  proofs  of  the  important 
good  eflects  which  have  resulted  from  the 
establishment  of  moderate  rents»  and  cape* 
cially  a  system  of  adequate  protection  to 
individual  rights  and  property.  The  ani» 
lioration  which  has  taken  place  io  the 
condition  of  the  provinces,  which  tbt 
Committee  hare  here  particularly  referftd 
to,  and  which,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree* 
has  been  produced  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  modern  territory,  under  the  Madraa 

*  Fifth  Report,  pagp  165. 
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presidencyi  is  undoobtedly  in  a  great 
measure  to  be  ascribed  to  the  talents,  ac- 
tivity, zeal,  and  experience  of  the  col- 
lectors ;  but  yoor  Committee  are  tho- 
roughly satisfied,  that  all  these  qualities 
combined  could  not  have  enabled  them, 
no  generally,  to  have  improved  the  situa- 
tion of  the  pi^vinces  under  their  charge, 
had  they  not  paid  particular  regard  to 
moderation  of  rent.  The  great  practical 
principle  enforced  in  all  their  Reports,  by 
lieut. -colonel  Munro  and  the  other  col- 
lectors, whose  revenue  administration  has 
been  the  moot  prosperous,  the  principle  on 
which  they  acted  themselves,  when  left  to 
their  own  discretion,  and  which  they 
never  ceased  to  prens  on  their  assistants, 
was  this,  that  to  enable  a  country  which 
had  been  long  oppressed  to  attain  a  floti- 
fishing  state,  assessment  most  first  be  low, 
and  can  be  increased  only  with  its  in- 
creasing improvement;  and  that  one  year 
of  over  assessment  would  throw  it  b;ick, 
beyond  the  power  of  several  favourable 
fteasons  again  to  recover." 

With  s()  many  arguments  drawn  from 
history,  and  the  example  of  existing  states, 
with  yet  more  forcible  objections  from 
natural  justice,  and  (may  it  not  he  added  ?) 
from  religion  itself,  against  the  burthen  of 
Indian  taxation,  which  is  so  properly  ap- 
preciated in  the  reports  to  parliament,  and 
condemned  even  in  the  letters  of  the  court 
of  directors,  the  policy  of  its  continuance 
oughi  to  have  some  extraordinary  and 
unquettiionable  grounds  of  justification. 

There  is  none  in  an  expenditure  of  the 
revenue  on  objects  of  public  utility  to  the 
inhabitant!)  of  the  country  from  which  it  is 
thus  ob^aiiit'd  :  our  system  of  taxation  has 
)it«l«'  resemblance  to  the  attraction  of 
waier  by  the  solar  rays,  to  be  returned  in 
refreshing  showers,  and  impregnating  dew 
or  rain  on  the  ground  whence  it  is  drawn : 
very  ditlerent  is  the  absorption  of  a  foreign 
monopoly,  which,  alas  !  has  no  elements 
of  reproduction  :  a  perpetual  drain  to  the 
empty  coflers  of  a  distant  treasury,  leaves 
the  natives  no  consolation  in  the  spectacle 
of  increasing  local  improtements  :  the 
8oil  is  exhausted,  and  the  ryot  of  India 
bewails  his  privations,  unheard  and  unseen 
by  his  European  and  Christian  matters. 

Neither  it  there  much  adrantaga  ac- 
tually realized  to  the  proprietors,  who 
claim  this  revenue  in  Britain,  if  the  pob- 
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lished  accounts  of  the  East  India  Company 
might  have  oar  assent ;  for  they  represent 
the  ordinary  receipts  from  their  territo* 
ries,  to  be  some  millions  sterling  less  thaa 
the  ordinary  expenditure;  and  indeed  it 
is  found  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  examination  of  their  ac- 
counts for  seventeen  years,  ending  in  1 809, 
that  with  all  their  revenues,  and  all  tha 
exclusive  trading  privileges  of  their  ex- 
piring charter,  they  have  contracted  new 
debts  within  the  period,  exceeding  the 
value  of  all  their  effects,  -at  home  and 
abroad,  by  more  than  twelve  millions 
sterling. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  this  unex- 
ampled tax  on  the  produce  of  lands  in 
India  has  not  the  plea  of  jMtificatioil^ 
whli  h  might  be  valid  in  other  countriair, 
of  a  Corresponding  amount  of  reciprocal 
benefits  to  the  Indians,  who  pay  it :  nor 
that  of  proportional  adv antagesi  av^r  aa^ 
certainfd  to  the  European  proprietors  for 
whom  it  is  levied. 

To  the  judgment  of  a  discerning  Britiflk 
public,  it  is  therefore  iiibmiiled,  that  ia 
the  continuance  of  this  tax  policy  itself  is 
disregarded,  justice  violated,  humanity 
outraged,  and  Christianity  forgotten  or 
contemned. 

Thera  are  extremelv  good  rtaioBs  fbr 
believing,  that  it  is  the  baneful  spirit  of 
monopoly  which  occasions  all  tne  dis- 
asters of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
thus  perpetuates  the  misery  of  their  svll^ 
jecta.  Whatever  humanity,  or  national 
honour,  might  add  to  the  saggestrons  here 
offered,  with  a  view  to  improve  the  con-, 
dition  of  the  Indian  husbandman,  and  alle- 
viate the  burthen  of  taxation  under  which 
he  groans,  it  is  a  mortifying  consideration 
that  the  same  tribute  which  was  first 
offered  at  the  shrine  of  the  prophet  of 
Mecca,  now  termed  revenue,  and  still 
amounting  to  one  half  the  produce  of  the 
soil,  is  continued  and  declared  to  be  per- 
manent and  unalterable  for  ever,  in  order 
to  indemnify  the  losses*  and  repair  the 
dilapidations  of  a  commercial  sovereignty 
in  Londoa ;  whote  exhausted  treasury 
baa  no  resource  for  mercantile  or  political 
operations,  for  the  payment  of  dividends 
on  stock  or  interest  on  debt,  but  this 
revenue,  thus  drawn  from  the  agriculttiral 
industry,  as  a  tital  stream  from  the  heart 
of  Iftdia. 
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